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CARLOVIANS
THAT
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W. & G. Hadden, Ltd., have carried on the family business
for over one hundred years and that the Carlow Branch was
purchased from Mr. Adam Ford in 1909. Mr. Ford's predecessor was Mr. Luttrell, in partnership with Mr. Burgess
of Athlone, and Mr. Luttrell's predecessor was Mr. Henry
Banks ( a grand uncle of Mr. W. H. Hadden and at one
time Chairman of Carlow Town Commissioners) who owned
the main part of the present business in the middle of the
19th century.
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CONSERVATION
The aim of our Society as stated in Vol. 1 of our Journal is " . . . .
to preserve a permanent record of life in Carlow in the past."

In this

Conservation Year it is appropriate that we examine how we are succeeding in this task.

The tremendous increase in land reclamation and the

use of the bulldozer means that land which has been lying undisturbed

<tarlobiana
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for centuries is now being turned over.

It is inevitable that much which

is of historical and archaeological interest will be unearthed.

We are

frequently saddened by reports of such finds being destroyed and we do
ask that anyone who sees anything unusual which he thinks may be of
importance let us know about it so that it may be examined and recorded

Journal of the
Old Carlow Society

and, wherever possible, preserved.

Any stone which shows signs of

having been worked by man or having formed part of a structure can tell
Editor:

the local historian something and we seek the goodwill of all those who

E. F. BROPHY

are engaged in this type of work and of all our members to keep an
Printed by
Nationalist Printers, Carlow.

attentive eye on the ground so that we can play a full and lively part
in preserving our National Heritage.
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DONAL GODFREY
(By W. V. HADDEN)
We all knew Donal Godfrey as one of the stalwarts of the Old Carlow
Society. We all enjoyed the many evenings when he delighted us with
illustrated lectures on " Carlow Then and Now,"-showing us in coloured
slides the changes which have overtaken us almost by stealth over the
years. He showed us films too which were of a standard which he alone
could achieve. And the quiet unassuming way he introduced these
fruits of his tireless labours was typical of Donal. No one can quite
take his place in carrying on this work of research and preservation in
film and coloured slides of the ever changing countryside and neighbourhood which we all love and take so much for granted.
But this was only the more obvious side of his contribution to our
welfare. He also played many parts which went almost unnoticed. How
often over the years we applauded the erudition of speaker after
speaker, while Donal, in the background as usual, manipulated the projector or the amplifier or the lights, in all of which he was an expert.
And he spared neither time nor expense to have everything up to his
own high standard of perfection-not only for the Old Carlow Society
but for many other organisations as well.
It is appropriate to remember him and pay tribtlte to him in Carloviana.
For many years he was Honorary Photographer to the Honorary Editors
-all we had to do was mention the scene which would help to illustrate
a particular article in the Journal and Donal would either produce exactly what was wanted from his library of photographs, all carefully
classified and sorted, or he would take time off to fulfil our needs. Most
of our Cover Pictures over the years were examples of his work and they
speak for themselves. May he rest in peace.

Donal God/ rey
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The Carlow Militia and
The Rebellion in Meath, 1798
By Joseph G. Kerrane
alleged that the Carlow Militia did not
take any part in suppressing the rebellion of I 798.'
This article will show that, in fact, they were active
during the final stages of the rising in Co. Meath.
Ever since the end of I 792, the county of Meath had
been in an almost continual state of disturbance. At
first the trouble was caused by the presence in the area
of the Defenders, members of a secret society the aim
of which was to lower rents, abolish tithes and raise
wages. 2 From 1796 onwards, the Defenders seem to
have been absorbed into the United Irish movement,
and when I 798 came, the vast majority of the rebels in
Meath were former Defenders. 3 The fate of the rebellion
in the county was quickly decided in one battle, at Tara,
on Saturday, May 26. The United Irishmen were com-pletely defeated, about 350 of them were killed, while
casualties on the government side were less than thirtv.
Thereafter, the United men of Meath took no further
part in events, although attempts were made to reactivate rebellion. 4 What proved to be the final such attempt took place in July.
After the eventual crushing of the rising in Wexford
and Wicklow the surviving United Irishmen made their
way into Kildare, where a party of rebels under William Aylmer still held out in the north of the county.
Various attempts to dislodge this group had failed, due
to the fact that they were encamped in an area which
was virtually an island surrounded by bog, which made
it impossible for attackers to encircle them. 5
The leaders of this enlarged group, which now included Anthony Perry, Garrett Byrne, Edward Fitzgerald
and Father Kearns from Wexford decided to enter
Meath, where they hoped that the local United men
would join them, or at worst, failing that, they would
attempt to get through to Connaught or the North.
Accordingly, on July I 1, a party of rebels attacked a fortified house at Clonard, on the Meath/Kildare border,
which was defended by twenty-seven local Yeomen. After an engagement of six hours they were beaten off.'
The problem of the United leaders now was to make
their way through the county, avoiding if possible all
contact with government troops at least until their numbers had been swelled by the hoped-for addition of local
men. After the attack on Clonard, news of the presence
of the rebels in the county quickly reached the ~overnment forces in the area, and these included the Carlow
Militia. 7
It is not possible to say how long this force had been
stationed in Mea Lh. But they certainly had been there
in 1 796. In the summer of that year, as part of a policy
to send troops to assist in policing disturbed counties,
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detachments of the Carlow Militia were sent to Trim,
Athboy, Summerhill and Ardbracken. 8 There is no evidence however to indicate whether in fact they remained permanently there until 1 798. At the time of the attack on Clonard, they seem to have been stationed at
Navan, and in an effort to ensure that the rebels did not
progress directly northwards, General Meyrick who
commanded there, on the following day arranged his
forces thus: part of the Carlow infantry, along with
some other cavalry was sent to Trim to reinforce the
garrison there; another detachment of the Carlow Militia was sent, with a piece of artillery, to guard the hill
of Tara, while the remainder stayed behind to garrison
Navan, under Colonel Latouche, their commander. The
party sent to Trim joined Colonel Gordon, the officer
in charge there, in pursuing the rebels eastward from
Clonard towards Longwood and Culmullin. 9 Indeed
the rebels were now being gradually surrounded and
trapped. After Clonard, they had been prevented from
retreating southwards by Colonel Gough with troops
from Edenderry. 10 Colonel Gordon from Trim continued, as we have seen, to push them eastwards. On Friday the thirteenth, they had reached the area of Dunboyne and Garristown, on the Meath/Dublin border,
but there they ascertained that General Myers was
advancing against them from Dublin. The only course
for them now was to turn northwards towards Drogheda, and they spent the Friday night at the Black Lion,
a village six miles south of Slane. 11 Meanwhile, General
Meyrick advanced against them from Navan, bringing
with him Colonel Latouche and part of the Carlow
Militia, and at the same time General Wemys from
Drogheda was quickly closing in from the opposite direction.12 The rebels had received no local support whatsoever, so the only thing to do now was to cross the
river Boyne and attempt an escape northwards into
Cavan or Louth. On Saturday morning they duly crossed the river near Stackallen, but the government
troops were closing on them too rapidly, and they were
obliged to stand and give battle. 13 The site chosen was a
good one, the rebels stationing themselves ". . . behind
a defile between two bogs ... " at Knightstown, six miles
due north of Navan.1' The advance party of government troops consisted of cavalry only, which naturally
found operations in such terrain difficult, and the battle was evenly fought. But when the artillery came up,
and opened fire, the rebels were soon thrown into confusion, suffered many casualties, and General Wemys,
who commanded, was able to attack, first with cavalry
and then with infantry including, it would appear, that
part of the Carlow Militia present. 15 At the same time

as this attack was taking place, the bog was surrounded by Fencible and Yeoman cavalry, who fell upon the
fugitives. The army, according to General Wemys, " ...
took a great quantity of pikes, pistols, swords, muskets,
etc., and two standards .... " 16
After the battle, a body of those who had escaped,
including the leaders Byrne, Fitzgerald, Perry, and
Kearns, managed to make their way south again and
re-crossed the Boyne between Slane and Drogheda, making their way towards Garristown in county Dublin.'"
Captain Gordon of the Dumfries Light Dragoons, with
a party which included a detachment of fifty from the
Carlow Militia, pursued them southwards towards the
village of Ballyboghill, but fearing that the infantry
might not be able to come up with them before dark, he
sent forward the cavalry under his command, on the
approach of which " ... the rebels dismounted and fled
in every direction .... " By the time the infantry arrived, " ... not more than a hundred remained on the
ground who also dispersed on the first discharge .... ''
As to the conduct of his troops in the battle, Captain
Gordon reported : "It is but doing justice to the Carlow
and Fermanagh Militia to say that after a very severe
march of 18 hours, they pressed forward with the r;reatest spirit and alacrity ... " 18
The skirmish at Ballyboghill proved decisive, and the
rebel column was unable to regroup. For weeks, stragglers were to be found throughout the county, but individual United men did manage to make their way
back to Kildare, where some of them, including Fitzgerald, were included in the amnesty arranged between
Aylmer's party of Kildare rebels and the government.
Others were not so fortunate, and Perry and Father
Kearns returned to Kildare too late to be included in
the amnesty, and were taken and hanged at Edenderry.19
NOTES
1
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Meath in 1792, 93, 94 (Dublin, 1794).
3
Several reports dealing with the merger between Defenders and United Irishmen in Meath are preserved
in the Irish State Paper Office, Rebellion Papers,
620/ 18/3.
' For accounts of the battle of Tara, see John Jones,
An impartial narrative of the most important engagements which took place between His Majesty's for-

ces and the rebels during the Irish Rebellion, 1 798
(Dublin, 1799); p.162; Charles Teeling, History of the
Irish Rebellion of I 798; A personal narrative (Dublin
I 828), pps. 94·5·
An account of Aylmer's position can be found in
Rebellion Papers, 620 / 38 / 44.
,; Jones, op. cit., Part II, pps. 3- ; see also Personal
Recollections of Wexford and Wicklow Insurgents of
1798 as collected by Rev. Br. Luke Cullen, O.D.C.,
editor unknown (Enniscorthy, 1959) pps. 54-5. The
account of the Meath campaign of July 1798 which
follows is based largely on the accounts collected by
Cullen, and on nine letters in the Irish State Paper
Office, Rebellion Papers 620/4/36/1, and 620/39/
80-87, most of which are printed in Personal Recollections, pps. 62-75.
Letter from Drogheda printed in Faulkner's Dublin
f ournal, Aug. 7, 1798.
8
Public Record Office, London. Home Office Papers,
H.O. rno/61, f.264.
" F.D.J., August 7, 1798; Gordon to Castlereagh, July
15, 1798 in Personal Recollections, pps.67-8.
10
Lt. Col. Gough, Edenderry to Col. Verecher, July 12,
1798. Printed in Personal Recollections, pps. 62-4.
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date was 14 July, 1798 and the place Knightstown,
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11
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Wemys to Taylor, Personal Recollections, p.68.
Two different parties seem to have been attempting
escape south. Teeling (pps. 281-2) and Cullen's informant (Personal Recollections, p.59) did not cross
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Capt. Gordon, Dumfries Light Dragoons, Balbriggan,
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Teeling p. 283.; FD], August 7, 1798.
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Carlow Associations with
''The Battle of the Pound''
By William Nolan

My father gave evidence at the trial after the big
shootin' in N ewtownbarry !
THE OLD MAN told us the story as we
reclined with him on the grassy margin at the
cross-roads on sunny Sunday afternoons, and we
listened casually, as lads of our age might listen to tales
concerning Fionn MacCumhal or Niall of the Hostages.
Years passed before I realised the true significance of
the terrible events in the little border town - now universally known by its ancient name of Bunclody - on
that tragic Saturday, 18th of June, in 1831.
Tithes, the Biblical tenth part of the fruits of the
earth which were allotted to God and his ministers, had
long been a source of major trouble in Ireland, and particularly in the Carlow-Wexford area. The main object
of Defenderism, which was strongly rooted in the border districts, and which supplied the nucleus of the insurgent armies of '98, was to resist the collection of
tithes. As early as I 793, a crowd demonstrating outside
Wexford jail against the imprisonment of anti-tithe activists who had been arrested by John Maxwell Barry
of Bunclody, clashed with a military force under Major
Vallotton, and the latter and several other people were
killed.
It was natural to expect that, when the restrictions
upon Catholics had been finally removed by the Emancipation Act of 1829, they should feel even more deeply
aggrieved than before at being compelled to contribute
to the upkeep of the clergy of another religion. But there
were other factors which combined to produce the fierce
resistance by the Irish peasantry to this imposition which
marked the 'thirties of the last century.
The end of the long wars which had ravaged Europe
after the French Revolution brought a drastic fall in the
prices of agricultural produce. Wheat, which brought
two guineas per barrel even in the years immediately
following Napoleon's fall in 1815, was recorded at one
pound, eleven and eightpence in the late 'twenties. Oats
during the same period fell from sixteen and sixpence
to thirteen and threepence per barrel. Milch cows,
which had been fetching an easy fourteen to sixteen
guineas crashed to six or eight pounds; and other cattle, worth nine to twelve pounds during the war years,
found their level at four or five pounds.
The system of tithe-collection, too, and the proctors
and tithe-farmers who engaged in it, were particularly
·obnoxious, and the people were subjected to much exploitation and unnecessary persecution as a result.
Tithes were much heavier proportionately, too, in the
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Leinster counties; but even here the system of levy was
hopelessly inexact and inequitable. Tithe Composition
Acts, which were passed in the early 'twenties in an effort to clarify and regularise the situation, resulted only
in increasing the confusion and deepening the grievance.
It is believed that something of a private vendetta
may have entered into the Bunclody affair. In the elections of 1830, Lord Valentia, nephew to the aforesaid
John Maxwell Barry, who had now succeeded to the
family title and become Lord Farnham, was thrown out
of his seat in Parliament. A vindictive spirit was immediately asserted by the authorities, and a threat was
made that if the people persisted with a plan for a bonfire to celebrate the victory of the liberal candidate who
had defeated Valentia the yeomanry would be called
out and ordered to fire on them. The leading local magistrates, Major George St. George Irvine, Captain
Graham and Mr. John Derenzy, seemed henceforward
to merely await a confrontation - if they did not actually labour to produce one - at which the insubordinate tenantry might be taught a lesson.
The Bunclody rector, Rev. Alexander McClintock,
had been ministering in the parish since 1810, and
seems to have been respected and liked by the Catholics. His nominal revenue from tithes was about £370
annually. The cattle seizure which precipitated the
trouble was on foot of amounts totalling £2-8-0, which
the people concerned claimed were demanded before
they were due. Three cattle were seized, one belonging
to a man named Nowlan, and the others the property
of Patrick Doyle. They were placed in the Pound on
Ryland Road.
The people were astonished and enraged at the sudden irrational display of severity, and they seem to have
been determined to make the sale the occasion of a big
protest demonstration. Placards were printed and
posted up throughout Wexford and Carlow and even
in parts of Wicklow, carrying the invitation :
"Attend to an auction of your neighbours' cattle on
Saturday next, the 18th inst., seized for tithe by the
Rev. Alexander McClintock."
Thirty-seven policemen were concentrated in the
town under Captain King, and these, together with the
considerable local force of yeomanry, might have been
considered sufficient to control the situation. The magistrates, however, were not going to lose the opportunity of thoroughly overawing the fractious peasantry. On the day of the sale they arranged to have the
yeomanry corps from Enniscorthy, Scarawalsh and
Myshall marched into Bunclody. This meant that

nearly 200 armed men were available in addition to the
police. The Myshall corps was accompanied by Mr.
Adam B. Feltus, a magistrate, who afterwards declared that he had instructed them that under no circumstances were they to draw a trigger.

least three times - obviously as long as there was any
moving target left to shoot at. Over forty dead and
wounded people lay in the roadway, in the field beside the river, and in the river itself, when the firing
ceased.

The cattle were brought out for sale to the market
square about noon on that Saturday. No police or yeomanry had yet appeared, and some young men drove
them away from the wall. The official bailiff got them
back again, but they were again driven away, and this
time they were allowed to wander on down Ryland
Road at will. Captain Graham, with Captain King and
the police, now appeared, followed the cattle, and
brought them back to the Pound.

An inquiry into the terrible incident was at once called for by many prominent residents of the locality, of
all religions and callings, and it was at this hearing that
the father of the old man who had stirred my youthful
interest in the affair gave evidence.

The people were gathering in considerable numbers,
and for some time there was a deal of negotiation between the spokesmen on either side. A suggestion that
the settlement of the dispute as to whether or not the
tithes demanded were due should be left to arbitration
of four gentlemen was agreed to; and the spokesmen
for the people actually nominated two young men who
were the sons of Protestant clergymen to consider their
side of the case. Mr. Feltus, who seems to have been
actuated by a sincere desire to avoid trouble, hurried
back to apprise Mr. McCiintock of this development.
Captain Graham, however, had drawn out the yeomanry in full force, and declared that the cattle must
be driven back to the square by the official drovers, and
auctioned according to law.
"Don't deceive yourselves!" he shouted to the restive
people. "Every musket here is loaded !"
John Doyle, whose father owned two of the cattle,
begged Graham, in the interests of peace, to let him
drive the cattle back to the town. If they were sold, he
said, he could redress himself by the law afterwards.
Graham was adamant. The job must be done by the officials, and so the cattle were driven out, and the police
and yeomanry formed up around them.
The rage of the peasantry is sufficiently demonstrated
by the fact that they pressed in heavily on this large,
fiercely hostile, and well-armed force, shouldering and
pushing them, and disregarding even the bayonet
thrusts with which the yeomen sought to keep them
back. Fierce threats began to be exchanged and, as one
might expect, stones began to fly from the outskirts of
the crowd. Whaitever Captain Graham's intentions
may have been at the outset of the affair, it is possible
that panic alone may have motivated his ultimate deplorable reaction. On the other hand, the evidence given at the subsequent inquest by a man named Devereux
would seem to indicate that he had resolved upon his
terrible course in advance. This man stated that when
Captain King advised Graham to read the Riot Act
when things began to look ugly at the Pound, he answered, "No, but I'll read the right act !" This evidence
bears the ring of truth.
The captain, who was mounted, was seen to stoop
in his saddle as some stones sailed near him, and was
heard to shout : "Fire on them !"
In a moment people were falling all over the place.
Those of the yeomanry who shot to kill were not content wiith a single volley, but, apparently carried away
by the spirit of massacre, they reloaded and fired at

Details of the tragedy, with all its horror and even
its misadventure, stand out starkly from the transcript
of the hearing. Therein is described how a man, dropping on his knees beside a woman who writhes in
agony, seeks to reassure her by telling her that she has
merely had a finger shot away; and we hear his voice
rise to near-hysteria as, on finding that a ball has passed through her body, he cries to the people who are
fleeing from the whistling bullets: "Will somebody
come and help me to stop the woman's blood?"
We hear the yeoman curse savagely at having killed
a comrade who stepped into his line of fire just as
he loosed off his shot at another target. And we try
to plumb the agony of another who, having fired ruthlessly into the crowd, found afterwards that his little
son was among the slain. Thus fell James Rogan of Kilbride, killed by a fellow-yeoman; and little Tommy
Waters, whose father was with the local corps. John
Meyler, whose collar-bone had been broken by a ball
fired at close quarters, was able to tell how the yeoman
who fired at him expressed his intention of taking his
life before the discharge. Michael Doyle of Kildalloo
was on his way home with a load of lime when a random shot hit him in the chest and killed him.
The most dreadful wound was suffered by John
Doyle, the man who, acting for his father, the owner,
had negotiated to secure peace at the Pound. A bullet,
ploughing transversely across his face, carried away both
his eyes. He was not expected to survive, but he recovered and lived for a further twenty years. In all,
fourteen people lost ,their lives in the massacre.
The inquiry ended in stalemate, as the mixed jury
could not agree on the exact nature of their findings;
and a debate on the incident in the House of Commons
reached a climax of ridicule when members described
at length the sufferings of clergymen who had to sell
their books to live because their tithes were not paid by
the Catholics. Lord Farnham, in the House of Lords,
solemnly laid the responsibility for the slaughter on
Right Rev. Dr. Doyle (J.K.L.), who was, he said, the
leader of a conspiracy to oppose the payment of
tithes!
The remainder of the proceedings constitute the usual travesty of justice which characterised such affairs
in Ireland. At the Wexford Assizes which opened on
Monday July 18th, 183 r, bills for murder were brought
against Captain Graham and Sergeant William Kilfoyle.
Nine other yeomen were also in custody. On Tuesday it
was announced that no bills had been brought against
three of the yeomen, and that the charges of murder
against the two principals were being reduced to manslaughter. The matter was then adjourned to the next
Assizes. In the following March the bills were simply
II

ignored, and all pretence of prosecuting the murderers
was abandoned.
The resistance of which "the Battle of the Pound"
was part was not made in vain, however. In 1838 an
act for the relief of tithes placed the impost on the land-

AGHOWLE
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'DoNov AN identifies this place with the ancient
Achadh-abhla and Achadh-n-abhall. It is a
foundation of St. Finian who was given the land
here by Muiredach, chief of Hy Kinsellagh at the beginning of the sixth century. St. Finian remained here
himself with the religious community which he founded
for sixteen years.
Price in Placenames of Co. Wicklow states that the
field that Muiredach gave St. Finian contained an apple tree hence the name Achadh-abhla - field of apple
trees.
In Aghowle lower there are the remains of a circular
enclosure with the remains of some kind of building
inside. It is said that St. Finian started to build his
church here but that the wind blew his cloak awav to
where the ruins of Aghowle church now stand.
Although there are no remains of a round tower here
there must have originally been a belfry of some sort
as there is a curious legend attached to the church. St.
Finian, when he founded the monastery at Achadhabhla, built a belfry in which he placed a magnificent
bell. Even after he had left for Clonard the bell remained there and when St. Maedhoc founded his monastery
at Clonmore, four miles away, this bell could be heard
there and served the monks there as well. St. Maedhoc
often begged St. Finian to give the bell to him but instead St. Finian transferred it to Clonard. The next
morning when the monk went to ring it at Clonard he
was amazed to find it gone and the bell ringer at
Achadh-abhla was equally surprised to find it back
there. It was returned to Clonard but the next morn-
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lord rather than on the tenant, though the landlord's
ability to pass on the charge in the form of increased
rent made the degree of relief somewhat questionable.
With the Church Disestablishment Act of 1869, the
tithe system was finally abolished.

By Mrs. B. Fitzmaurice
ing was back again at Achadh-abhla. After several more
attempts to retain it at Clonard it was finally left at
Achadh-abhla.
The church itself is considerably later than St. Finian's time. It is a regular Damliag and measures 60 feet
by 24 feet. The walls are three feet thick and are of undressed granite filled with rubble. Most of the south
wall was pulled down in the early nineteenth century
to enclose a burial ground for the Nixon family. The
gables and north wall are· more or less complete. In the
east wall are two small windows widely splayed as usual on the inside. Outside, according to Leask, they are
unique. They are each flanked by small columns which
are supported by corbels. These columns support the
hood which is carved with chevrons. These are very
worn but are still visible on the south window. Below
these on the inside is a small aumbry.
In the west wall is a small window high up which
probably lit a gallery, the supports of which are still
visible. The most remarkable feature of the church is
the west doorway which Leask dates to about 1 100.
The sides of the door are slightly inclined and it is surmounted by a lintel which is cut away on the inside.
The door is framed by a strong double-faced architrave.
The outer member is rounded in section while the inner is square and decorated with small bead moulding.
In the churchyard to the N.W. of the church is a
large wheel cross and the base of another. Inside the
east end of the church under the east window is a cross
slab and font, while the churchyard contains a number
of interesting slabs and memorials.

The Co. Carlow Cricket
Club in the 1870's

By J. S. Bagenal

1870 Philip Bagenal* was a regular player for the
County Club. He had previously played for the St.
Columba's College team for three seasons in
1866-68. Now he was at Lincoln College, Oxford, studying law. In the vacation he stayed with his brother B.
F. Bagenal at Bennekerry, near Carlow - the family
house.
Philip was an inveterate recorder of the social and
sporting scene and much given to compiling scrapbooks - or common-place books, as they were then called. He had a taste for journalism and contributed many
reports and articles on cricket and sport in the Carlow
Sentinel. He usually signed his articles B. Phillins. Orr
of his scrap-books in my possession is entitled "Annals
of the County Carlow Cricket Club - compiled by
Philip H. Bagenal (alias B. Phillips) - but enriched with
other notes by William Alexander and Stewart Duckett." It is a strongly bound volume in black leather
containing newspaper cuttings and handwritten descrintions of cricket matches played by the County Club
in the 1870s and a few others in the 1880s and gos.
There are also some interesting abstracts from John
Lawrence's 'Handbook of Cricket in Ireland 1865-1881.'
The annals contain two photographs of club teams; one
dated 1875 taken at the Curragh and a second at Tiney
Park in 1890.
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE CLUB
In the annals there is an abstract from Lawrence's
handbook for 1879 entitled 'Cricket Fifty Years Ago'
by B. Phillips. Here is an outline of the history of the
club. Apparently it was started by Horace Rochfort in
183 1 or thereabouts. Some of the principal original members were : Colonel Bruen, M.P., and Messrs. Burton,
Bagenal, Newton, Kavanagh and Alexander. For some
time the practice ground was at Bennekerry and tradition tells of many pleasant days at the crease with playing members, to be followed by still pleasanter evenings
at the House, where the 'Mahogoney' members dined
with their more athletic brethren, and toasted each
other from a hogshead of claret, presented and broached by Colonel Bruen on the foundation of the club.
Shortly afterwards Cloghrenane became the centre
where Horace Rochfort sustained the reputation of the
club for 20 years.
An unidentified newspaper abstract in the annals
compares the cricket season of 1842 and 1872. In the
earlier year Carlow played and won 7 matches of
which 5 were away at Phoenix Park, Avondale, Co.
Wicklow; Desart, Co. Kilkenny; Loughbrew, Co.
Meath, and The Heath, Queen's County. Arthus Samuels in his 'Early Cricket in Ireland,' 1888, noted that

the County Carlow team was one of the earliest to come
to Dublin and play Metropolitan matches. Samuels
mentions that he himself was elected to Phoenix Club
in 1845 and thus he probably played against the Carlow side.
By the 1860s Tiney Park became the County ground.
This was land belonging to the Bruen family, a few
miles east of Carlow Town. No doubt it was a more
convenient centre for players to the east of the County.
A pavilion was built in 1864 and improved in 1876.
This wooden building is shown in the photograph of
1890.
THE CLUB IN THE 1870s
The club was re-constituted in 1870 with 50 members. The colours were french grey, rose and black.
Horace Rochfort, now aged 61, was still the great patron. Lawrence mentions his name as President or Secretary five times in the 70s.
As well as Tiney Park the club now used the Dunleckney ground - especially for home matches against
Kilkenny and Borris. This ground was kept up by P. J.
Newton - a cousin of the Bagenals. He was renowned for his hospitality - and for his daughters. There
were three other cricket teams in the County, viz. Borris 1871 to '7 5 or '76; Carlow Borough and Carlow
College.
From 1873 to 1883 it is possible to obtain from the
annals a succession of descriptions of club matches year
by year with scores and records - though no play at
all was recorded for the years 1881 /82.
The season usually opened in June or July, somet;mes ,.,ith a match versu!!'"the Borough. From 1875 onwards there was an annual tour including Phoenix; the
Garrison and usually Meath. Towards the end of our
period a match was included against a team composed
of members of the Hone family at Kilbogget - a farm
helonq;ing to 'Young William' Hone.
Other routine matches were played against Castlecomer, Kildare and sometimes Borris. In 187:1 and
again ten years later notable matches were played
a<;ainst Co. Wexford at the Newtownbarry ground kept
bv the Hall-Dare family. There is no record of any
games nlayed against Avondale in the 70s.
During our period only one match occurred against
the famous I. Zingare (IZ) on 20/21 August, 1874. It
was played by 'eighteen' of Carlow and district. The
visitors stayed at Oak Park and Clogrenane. IZ won
the match with 7 wickets to spare; the only score of
note for Carlow was W. Alexander with 24 in the first
and 39 runs in the second innings.
But matches against the Nashulers (Irish edition of
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IZ founded 1863) were played in 1871, '73 and 'So.
Against the Phoenix club the County lost in 1875 and
then won a very remarkable series of victories in 1876,
'77 and '78. W. Alexander made a notable century for
Carlow in the Phoenix match of 1870. Matches in 1879
and 'So against Phoenix were lost.
From the records in the annals 1875 emerges as a very
good year. Good fellowship, good temper and high
spirits were outstanding and 16 matches were played of
which 6 were won, 8 lost and 2 drawn. Remarks are recorded on the wide variety and splash of colours of the
members' blazers. This included Stewart Duckett's allIreland polo vest which he wore a great deal (photo
1873). However, IO matches a season was a more usual
figure on average through the period.
And then 1883 was another good year with young
members coming on and all the more enthusiasm due to
lack of play in the previous 2 years. But it was not to
last.
PLAYING MEMBERS
Members playing most continuously in our period

were : W. Alexander, steady bat, often captain of the
team (He played for the Gentlemen of Ireland several
times in the '70s); P. Bagenal, under-arm bowler, vigorous hitter and lively field; K. D. Tanner (Carlow Rifles), good bat in unorthodox style; Walter Kavanagh, a
very regular player.
Horace Hamilton was the most distinguished cricketer playing for the club in the middle of our period.
He is described in the annals as a fast round-hand bowler, hard hitting bat and full of life in the field. He
was chosen for the Irish touring side in America in
1878.
Others who played fairly often were : G. Alexander,
good in the field; J. Moore, good all rounder; J. Wade.
good left-hand bat and good bowler; H. J. Eustace played often between 1874-'78. Henry Bruen, junior, a good
slow bowler, played in 1875 and 1883; T. McL. Bunbury (became Lord Rathdonnel 1879) played 1875/'76.
ThP Rev. J. P. Mahaffy from TCD played 1875 and
'78. And the well-known local professional Pat Dooley
was employed by the club from 1871-'73 but later sup-

County Carlow Cricket Club at Carlow 1890
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W. Alexander, W. McM. Kavanagh, Umpire. Centre: ]. Wade, P. H. Bagenal, H. Bruen, Junr.; B.
F. Bagenal (Hon. Sec.), M. Tynte, Capt. Braddell. Front: T. McL. Bunbury, S Duckett.
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ported other teams. Robert Watson, M.F.H. is recorded as a player in 1875.
Other names that appear as players from time to
time are B. F. Bagenal, Forbes Watson, Fletcher Le Fanu
(later to become brother-in-law of Philip Bagenal) and
Mervyn Tynte who played early in our period and who
coined the popular but over-optimistic cry - 'Tiney
Park forever.' Also in 1883 R. L. Pike - a notable
bowler-began to support the club.
TOURS BY ROAD A:\TD RAIL
The Annals contain a host of lively descriptions of
the social and touring side of cricketing. Fairly Ion~
journeys were made by side-car or in a break and four
both to the east and the west, and by rail to the north.
The action of side-cars was not at all good for the 'eye'
when cricket started soon after arrival. I quote my favourite extracts :
On 28th July, 1873 a sensation was caused by Walter
Kavanagh arriving in Carlow on a jaunting car drawn
by a thoroughbred mule of extraordinary speed and
perfect symmetry. The drive from Borris house - 14
Irish miles - was accomplished in something just over
an hour. The team started from the club house in a
break and four to do battle with Castlecomer.
6th August, 1874 Tiney Park ground saw Carlow
playing the 'real jam' in the shape of the well known
K. D. G. Regiment headed by the gay E. A. C. Beecher. They arrived 'en grand suite' bringing with them
their band and bandmaster (in all 31 souls). The pretty soldiers went in and the quality arrived and the band
to play. It was the most exciting match of the year.
In 1874 against Ballinagar - it was a matter of congratulations that Mr. Kenny (who used some years ago
to play many a match against the County) has married
a wife who has induced him to take the game up again.
Mat Byrne and Larry Ryan (he was the Gowran postman) once more appeared and were as teasing as of old.
Both Dooleys bowled and wrought destruction
amongst the wickets of the County.
15th July, 1876. The season began auspiciously at
Tiney Park against the Queen's Regiment. Here T.
Bunbury came out as last man and with arms strong
from Henley regatta smote the ball about in the highest
form. In the afternoon a large and beautiful selection
of ladies arrived accompanied by some strawberries.
Both were welcome, especially the latter.
1876 against Norelands, the drag was very full coming home and singing was the order of the evening. Too
much praise cannot be given to Charly Kennedy for
coming all the way from England and playing for the
County. His average was well kept up and his songs
greatly appreciated; we trust he will soon pay his subscription to the club which is due three years.
7th July, 1877 Mr. Fitzherbert of -Biackcastle has for
some years provided the cricket ground for the Navan
Club. The crease was excellent but the outfield was
bad owing to long grass. On arrival at the neat little
pavilion martial music was heard. It was the band of
the Royal Meath Militia marching up the avenue to
their da,ily drill which is carried out on the cricket
field.
30th July, 1879. Borris won the toss and on a per-

feet crease won the match. Total for the strangers from
the Barony was only 51. But all the claret and brandy
of the County combined with bats and pads could not
get further than 31. Before the commencement of the
match a wager was decided between Major Tanner
and Lieut. John Watson, 13 Hussars. It was from a statement that the Major had once run roo yards in 5 or
ro seconds. Mr. Watson thereupon offered to run the
Major there and then giving him ro yards in the 100.
Accepted at once by the Major, Duckett paced the
ground and acted as judge, B. F. Bagenal acted as a
starter. At a word the gallant young Hussar started in
pursuit of the gallant middle aged Major as though he
was after a polo ball. It was a most exciting stern chaser.
For 50 yards the Major held his own, but the pace
told and the Lieutenant ran into his fox and won by a
yard on the post amid a scene of indescribable excitement.*
EPILOGUE
The County Carlow Cricket Club had many advantages as a provincial team in the 1870s. At the beginning of the decade Lawrence had remarked that Carlow had more heart in its cricket than any other county. There was a good supply of young players - many
of whom were not yet married. They lived both within
fairly easy reach of each other and not too far from
the railway. Then there was the long tradition of
games against Kilkenny whose club was founded also
in the early 1830s. (J. K. Aylward 1811-1884, of Shankill Castle, near Gowran, had been a founder member).
The hospitable great houses of Cloghrenane (H. Rochfort) and Oak Park (H. Bruen, M.P.) - not too far
from each other - enabled I.Z. and Nashuler teams to
by suitably entertained. We know how much these Carlow matches were enjoyed by I.Z. from accounts written for Lawrence handbook by the Hon. E. Leigh and
others. And above all was the sustained interest and patronage of the great Horace Rochfort himself. By 1870
this was already of 40 years duration. Presumably he
must have formed his well-known and eccentric style
of under-arm bowling even before round-arm bowling
had been authorised by the M.C.C. in 1835. As an
early member of the Phoenix Club he had been in the
team to play away against Liverpool in 1839. E. V. Alcock, an early secretary of the Phoenix Club, also supported Carlow from time to time; he lived sometime at
Ballynoe, near Tullow. Rochfort must have been a tremendous repository of cricket wisdom and cricket stories and anecdote. And Henry Bruen, M.P. was also a
great patron of the club.
By the 1870s the counter interests of polo, and** lawn
tennis were beginning. Horace Rochfort himself had
started a Carlow Polo Club in 1873. But great interest
in cricket was well maintained for the next ro years
or so. And some cricketers like Stewart Duckett successfully combined activities in both cricket and polo though he usually wore the clothes of the latter.
County club cricket was a convivial matter. Large
luncheons were often eaten and here the young Carlow side were well known performers. Umpires were
sometimes argued with. There was much chaff and
badinage. Ladies watched, and provided strawberries.
15

Everyone knew a lot about each other and several of
the better known players were connected. (T. McL. Bunbury married Catherine Bruen, sister of Henry Bruen,
junior, in 1874, and later Henry Bruen, junior, himself
married Agnes Kavanagh in 1886). On the way home
from matches such as Castlecomer, there was much
singing. There is a record in the Annals of Charly Kennedy keeping it going all the way to Carlow - and
one may easily imagine the side-cars rattling down hill
with the evening light behind them - shining on the
fronts of some of the larger houses across the river Barrow. Before very long Philip Bagenal would write up
a description in the Annals and send off a paragraph

for the Carlow Sentinel, from Bennekerry.
Bagenal married in 1884 and ceased to play regularly
for the County. And William Alexander moved away
from Carlow. But Stewart Duckett kept the cricket flag
flying in the '8os. He became secretary, and in 1889
was presented by the club with two sets of silver mounted carvers as a tribute to his good work and popularity.
In 1891 Horace Rochfort, Horace Hamilton and Forbes
Watson died. But the cricketing interest in the '8os and
'gos was never quite the same as it had been in the
1860s and 1870s.

*P. H.D. BagenaL 1850-1927.

Why Not a Local Museum?
By Alec Burns

I

N 1948 in the second issue of Carloviana an article
contributed by Miss Helen Rowe appeared under
the heading of "Why a local museum."

This is a question which we of the Old Carlow
Society must answer even if rather belatedly in many
respects after 22 years with "Why not a local museum.·
History is the sum of mankind's experience and a
great deal of it is in the simp!e things made and used
by those who went through this life before u,.
Historians glean information about the lives of our
forefathers, their dwellings, furniture, domestic utensils,
agricultural implements, dress, trade occupations, games
religious and social life, etc., from those sources and objects which have survived the years and are here for all
of us to study and to preserve these things for posterity,
the obvious storehouse would be a local museum, the
absence of which is a bitter disappointment to all present day local social historians.
Without these collections it is impossible to form a
true picture of life in the countryside even during the
last century. What a wealth of discovery was unearthed in the excavations of High St. in Dublin last year,
enough to give a new lease of life to the National Mu,eum for many a year to come.
Many a provincial museum exists today due to the
enthusiasm of local knowledgeable amateurs. \Ve have
in Enniscorthy a perfect example of the preservation
of those simple things which made up a way of life
which is fast disappearing.
A museum, no matter on how small or modest a scale
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can help to give a district a sense of identification and
character. We are beginning to realise this more so
when local history is now on the curriculum of our
schools and has caught the fancy of many of our
youth.
I believe it is more imperative than ever now to make
a definite start on this venture to consolidate their interest. The thoughts evoked by a visit to a museum are
incalculable and can be a great enrichment of our lives
for so many facets of the varied past may be found
there.
How much more meaningful and interesting it would
be for pupils to see with their own eyes the things their
forefathers made and used than to read the dry bones
of history in their textbooks. Here they see the tremendous unity of history and realise that every generation is
a link with the generation which preceded it and the
one that will come after it. We all draw on past experience which gives us experience and knowledge which
we hope to improve on and pass on to future generations.
Fr. P . .J. Brophy in one of his recent interesting press
articles highlighted the need also. His suggestions went
a bit further however, with the idea of establishing a
"Carlow House" which might be the ideal answer to a
lot of our needs and wants. But lest the magnitude of
such a project might quash our ambitions I would prefer to make a more modest start to ensure the project
getting off the ground.
It is our sincere hope that this year will see such a
start made.

Paddy Kane and the
Fight for Independence
Patrick Kane

be said with much truth that in the period
1916-2 1 the lineal descendants of the pikemen of '98
were the men who were then known as the Volunteers, the militant section of Sinn Fein who at that time
were amateur soldiers in the best sense of the word but
who rose to be the biggest thorn in the side of the British forces by the harassing guerilla tactics which they
created and which have since been used so successfullv
in other lands against invading forces of larger countries.

I

T COULD

Interwoven with the Volunteers was a most necessary and highly organised component dealing with intelligence and communications. The work of this
branch was of necessity little heard of but its members
were so placed as to be capable of interceptin:; even
dispatch sent by the military and police forces and of
penetration even to the nerve centre of Dublin Castle
itself. The men who intercepted these messages and
broke the codes, passing the information to their Brigade Officers, took enormous risks - indeed many of
them paid very dearly when suspicion caught up with
them.
This is the story of one such man, which came into
my possession by a series of coincidences long after he
himself had died. He began to write his memoirs in the
year of 1956 and they are here recorded with some editing in view of length. I feel indeed very proud and fortunate to be the one to publicise them as I realise that
in doing so Justice is being seen to be done in a modest
way for one of the noblest sons this district has produced for many many years.
Patrick Kane was born in the townland of Rathcrogue, Parish of Tinryland, on 21st February 1895.
His father was one of a large family of an evicted tenant from the Carlow /Wicklow border. His mother,
whose maiden name was Mary Smullen, was daughter
of a member of the Fenian organisation so it was no
small wonder that Pat was imbued with a resurs-ent national spirit from his early boyhood.
He attended Tinryland National School where he
had Mr. Pat Shine and Tom Kennedy as his principal
teachers. Although he admits to not being a very good
pupil he succeeded in obtaining I st place in a Post Office Clerical Officers' open competition in 1912. He entered in Carlow Office where he worked for several
years ...
In 1913 he joined the Hibernian Organisation inducted by Mr. P. Donohoe, Painting Contractor, Dublin

By A. Burns
Street, but after a short time both resigned from it as
they tired of the hypocrisy which was carried on at its
meetings. Later Pat Donohoe became the local nerve
centre of the Irish Republican Brotherhood. Pat Kane
also joined the National Volunteers but when they were
appealed to, after a review, to join the British Armv
he also resigned from it in 1914.
Shortly afterwards he was transferred to a telegraph
Station at Aghada Rostellan south of Cobh Harbour
which served a big military camp. There he learned a
good deal about organisation, signalling and communications by codes and ciphers.
On his return to Carlow in I 9 I 7 he joined the Volunteers and was immediately detailed to intelligence and
communications as in his Postal clerical capacity he
could keep a watchful eye on all police and army communications. His first interception of a police cipher related to Professor Gearoid O'Sullivan who was then
teaching in Knockbeg College and who at the same time
was 0/C of the 1st Carlow Battalion of the Volunteers. When home on a visit to West Cork he made a
seditious speech which the Cork Police reported to Carlow. Pat warned Gearoid who went on the run but was
later captured and given a sentence in Cork Jail. He
was later T.D. for Carlow-Kilkenny and Adjutant
General of the I.R.A. Pat was elected to the National
Executive of the Post Office Clerical Association which
gave him scope for travelling and making wider contacts and obtaining greater information which he had
to pass on to Sean O'Farrell, Hardware Merchant, Tullow Street, who was local Brigade O / C and later married Miss Reynolds, Carlow Court House.
The first piece of real activity was a raid on Baltinglass Police Barracks in the winter of 1918 / 19. Although
succeeding in entering the day room they withdrew after
a short skirmish, two police being wounded, one of
whom died later.
Early in 1920 he had built up a fairly respectable intelligence organisation with the help of Charlie Reynolds, his wife to be Miss Dolly O'Shea and Miss
Alice Sullivan. Very little escaped them and they were
still carrying on when the Truce was signed in 1921.
Unfortunately one of their best outside sources of information in Kildare (which was the centre for the
Curragh-Newbridge-Naas and Kildare Garrisons) Michael Carpenter was arrested early in 1921 because he
was caught with wire tapping instructions. After his arrest the homes of "disloyal" Post Office officials were
rigorously searched. Another of Pat's confidants and
friends was Pat Conkling a Secondary Teacher in the
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local C.B.S. who was also a Brigade Intelligence Officer from Dublin. Between them they worked out solutions of many ciphers for which they didn't have the
necessary keys. Conkling had many ingenious ways of
hiding documents, codes, etc., one being an innocent
looking child's stool with a false bottom. Another was
the handle of a large saucepan which was constantly
on the kitchen range. He did a very good job until he
was suspected when a party of Tans raided his home
and threatened to shoot him which they could have
done had not his wife thrown herself in front of him
when they tried to do so. He had to leave Carlow then
but joined the Dail Local Government Staff in Dublin.
1920 was a very difficult year indeed. There were
many raids, arrests and skirmishes. A Volunteer's
house was burned in Clonmore, two shops were burned
in Tullow as a reprisal following an ambush in which
two R.I.C. men were killed. Two volunteers were killed in Barrowhouse and two civilians in Borris where a
Black and Tan was seriously wounded. Also our
Quartermaster P. O'Toole (Nipper) died in Ballykinlar
Camp and the Adjutant Sean Hayden was also captured.
Eamonn Malone newly appointed Brigade O / C was
very courageous, however, and a great soldier (he had
led the 1919 hunger strike to a successful conclusion).
He appointed Bill Brennan, Kilkea, as Quartermaster
and Jim Lillis, Carlow, as Adjutant and Intelligence Officer and succeeded in purchasing rifles for the area
from some sources near the Curragh Camp. Also appointed to the Brigade Staff was a woodworker from
Edenderry named Tommy O'Connell. He was small but
tough and had plenty of fire and ability as an officer.
The Intelligence Section did very useful work particularly around Cherryville junction and Kildare. They
beat the military in every phase of local and general
intelligence, even to the exact times and areas of the
Lancia car night patrols but had not sufficient forces
or material to capitalise on the information obtained.
A local loyalist wrote to the police giving the names
of Volunteers who had tried to hack down the crest on
the old police barrack in Graiguecullen, but due to intelligence the informer was g.i~n 24 hours to leave town
instead.
About this time Liam Stack came from Ennis to work
as Chemist's Assistant in McNally's, Dublin Street, now
Corless's. He went under the name of Leahy and was
well placed to handle all intelligence and communications reports. The police suspected his connection right
from his arrival but never got sufficient proof to arrest
him. He married Seorse Reynolds, a sister of Charlie,
who worked in the P.O. with Pat. He with his wife to
be, Dolly O'Shea, Tipperary, were two of Pat's greatest
helps in obtaining intelligence and information as it passed through the Office. Stack became Brigade O / C and
Liaison Officer during the Truce period and joined the
National Army as a Commandant and later the Gardai as Chief Superintendent.
When 192 1 dawned the Brigade had only about 25
rifles and due to bad storage the ammunition was not
~ffective as was found when they went to attack Bagenalstown Barracks. A second attack sometime later had
no better fate as the police had got warning and it was
18

only due to the military from the Curragh arriving too
early that the Scouts had time to warn the Volunteers.
Messages had also been sent by couriers to the Brigade
0/C and Vice 0/C but they failed to be delivered on
time.
Tom O'Connell with IO volunteers was very nearly
trapped that night but with great skill he led his men
by a roundabout detour successfully out of the trap.
There was an inquiry into the leakage of information
about the attack and a man who did have a bad national reputation was shot for it.
Pat had a narrow escape one day from arrest. He
had gone to deliver some documents to Jim Lillis (who
was then on the run) in Carlow Workhouse, where
Jim's mother was School mistress. After a short while
the alarm was raised that the military were raiding the
place. A nurse Brown, long since dead, rushed into the
room where Jim and Pat were, hid the typewriter they
were using and the documents. Pat knew the locality
and climbed the wall into the Rectory garden, successfully eluding the raiders but Jim was caught and interned.
About this time the Army Service Unit had assembled in Mullinagown and were preparing their equipment one morning for inspection by Simon Donnelly of
the G.H.Q. training staff whom Tom O'Connell had
gone to contact in an adjoining area. They were betrayed, however, and the Black and Tans and Military had them surrounded in no time. One member
named Ml. Fay was shot dead. Two were wounded and
the two young sons of a local farmer who were making
hay and who, ran for cover when the firing started,
were also killed.
The informer later paid the extreme penalty, his
guilt being beyond doubt when just £ roo was found on
him. Malone, the Brigade 0/C, was very disappointed
especially at the loss of the Arms and equipment which
at that time was next to irreplaceable, and there were
Volunteers in plenty in need of them.
There are many instances of how Pat's intelligence
work helped some of the Volunteers to avoid arrest.
The Kilkenny A.S.U. (Army Service Unit) were resting in the Graignamanagh area when Pat intercepted
a message at the Carlow Switchboard ordering them
to be rounded up. He immediately contacted a cyclist
courier and sent him to Borris with the news for passing
on. He was greatly relieved next day to hear that the
round up had failed. The North Wexford Unit were
in Carnew when he got information by the same means
and another cyclist courier was sent to Tullow to have
the message sent on to warn the Unit. This also was
conveyed and no one was caught. Some members of the
Carlow 3rd battalion Ballon area were to be rounded
up also for internment but Pat had a message sent by
the early Postman to his sister Christina, who was a
member of Cumann na mBan. She cycled 1 2 miles to
where they were and when the raiders arrived around
breakfast time the birds had flown.
When the Truce was signed Pat's duties included taking stock of the Brigade strength which was just close
on goo members including internees and sentenced men.
A Brigade training camp was opened in Duckett's
Grove, which was then in the hands of a land commit-

tee. Stack was appointed Liaison Officer and Brigade
0 /C as Ed. Malone's health was not the best at the
time. Jim Lillis escaped from internment about this time
and joined with Pat and the others training the Volunteers in guerilla tactics under the direction of 2 exAmerican Army Officers and a Captain McCurtain
from Nenagh (who was killed in an ambush early in the
Civil War). They considered this would be the best
method of warfare if hostilities restarted. A number of
notable internees who had escaped from their Camps
were at this time kept concealed in the Royal Hotel,
Carlow. Some of them badly needed medical care including the well-known Nurse Linda Kearns.
Although some Black and Tan officers were also
staying there, no one betrayed the fugitives due to the
connivance of the then Manageress, Miss Byrne, and the
well known "boots" Martin Whelan, Dublin Road.
On 5th December 1921 Pat got a dispatch from
G.H.Q. to report there with a good car and driver. He
selected a fine volunteer, Tom Dillon, Palatine, and
when he arrived in Dublin he was given 4 envelopes
to deliver. Their general contents were revealed to him
and they proved to be of great importance. They stated
that the Treaty negotiations were breaking down, and
laid down the military methods to be adopted if they
did. He had to deliver them to the Training Camps of
the Offaly, N. Tipperary, Kilkenny and Carlow Brigades, a feat which he accomplished by travelling all
night.' After a good day's sleep he awoke to read in the
papers that the Treaty had been signed.
Pat did not agree with the terms and argued and
fought vigorously against such a treaty as he foresaw
Civil War as a result.
The result was that he was suspect by both side:·. ITc
refused to parade before Col. "Ginger" O'Connell in the
Military Barracks in Carlow thus ;:everini his conr.cctions with the fighting forces.
Although he took no active part in the Civii War his

sympathies lay with the Anti-Treaty side and he paid
a warm tribute to the men who continued the fight.
They had a very small A.S. U. which was principally
made up of half the men who had been rounded up
and sentenced after the Mullinagown, Ballymurphy ambush or debacle. They succeeded in avoiding capture
until the cease-fire in 1923. They were led by T.
O'Connell, who was later killed in a road accident near
Maganey, and Lar Neill, Dublin, who died in June this
year. R.I.P. Due to lack of equipment and against
such heavy odds they did not achieve much but they
did well to carry on to the melancholy end.
In his memoirs Pat paid a great tribute to the gallant Railwaymen who forfeited their work, sooner
than carry police or military on their trains. These men
also helped to deliver intelligence and communications
and their families suffered great privations as a result.
He also praised the small band of Cumann na mBan
who helped in many ways as well as in communications.
Some, he said, were even better than men. He recalled
the names of Mrs. Kearney, Mrs. Ryan, Mrs. Geoghegan and family, the Misses Murphy, Woods, Quigleys,
McKenna and Doyle also Misses Cosgrave, Castledermot; Dundon and Lennon, Borris, and Mulhall, Tullow.
In 1922 he was appointed Director of the Economic
Boycott for the Carlow Area and also Director of Elections for the late Padraig MacGamhna, when as a
Labour candidate he got the highest ever vote in the
constituency beating W. T. Cosgrave, later to be President, by a two to one vote.
Back in the Post Office after the Treaty a serious
crux in Pat's life occurred. He withheld, as a matter of
principle, a sum of money which was being sent out of
the country for investment. As a result he and a Miss
Alice O'Sullivan were removed from their posts. He
claimed that the offence was a political one but the
Authorities contended that it was a civil one and he

Section of the Volunteers, taken at Ducketts Grove.
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was charged with it but the Jury in Carlow failed to
agree on a verdict and the case was transferred then
to Dublin where he was found guilty and sentenced to
a term of imprisonment.
When he was released in 1924 he went to Englaml
where he worked for about ro years. He qualified therr
as a Factory Cost Accountant and later worked in four
Irish factories, the last being Padmore & Barnes Shoe
Manufacturers, Kilkenny, from which he retired on pension in 1956.
He died in Kilkenny in April 1966. Go ndeana Dia
trochaire ar a anam.
Amongst those who sent in recommendations to the
Military Pensions Board on Pat's behalf were Col. Liarn
Tobin, who was National Director of Intelligence. He
recorded that Pat had at least 2 interviews with Michael
Collins who complimented him on his excellent work.
He was recommended also by Eamonn Price, Director
of Organisation and Sean Kavanagh, Governor of
Mountjoy Prison.
Lt. Col. Jim Lillis also paid tribute to Pat for the excellent organisation work he had carried on during Col.

SOME CARLOW
TOKENS
By J. Teahan
OKENS WERE A FORM of small change supplemental to the ordinary currency. During the seventeenth century they were issued by traders in almost every town in Ireland, the heaviest concentration
being in the North East around Belfast, in Dublin, between Kildare and Kilkenny and in some of the principal ports.

T

Tokens were struck in copper, brass, bronze and lead
in forms that were circular, square, octagonal, heartshaped or diamond-shaped. The majority, however,
were circular pieces in bronze.
On one side they usually bear the name of the issuer. On the other side they sometimes indicate his occupation, such as apothecary, haberdasher or tanner,
but most frequently they simply have the general and
vague term "Marchant" stamped on them.
The following pennies were issued in Carlow during
the seventeenth century. They are all in bronze.
R.I.A.3932. Penny Token
Obv. IOHN :MASTERS : 1657, D/1 with a star
on either side.
Rev. IN CARTHELOVGH, a bull.
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Lillis's internment and also for the way he was able,
with his co-workers in the Post Office, to break and decipher the codes and intelligence no matter how often
they were changed. Testimonies also came from Eamonn Malone 0/C Carlow Brigade, P. McDermott, Pat
Donohoe and Fr. Donnelly, C.F.
I myself have a personal recollection of Pat as a perfect example of a fine well-built good looking athletic
Irishman nearly 6 feet tall. I saw him regularly taking
part in athletic meetings and also playing football for
his native Tinryland Club.
He had a lovely head of wavy black hair which he
retained throughout his span of life. He was rarely seen
without his pipe and in spite of his athletic prowess he
was also very studious when necessary.
He would command respect in whatever company he
happened to find himself. His brief testimony as he calls
it, tells in very modest terms of a life devoted to the
freeing of his country and we are very proud to have
such a document from the hand of a Carlow man truly
a worthy son of our soil.

R.I.A.3933. Penny Token
Obv. THOMAS :MOORE. OF
, a stag trippant to left.
Rev. CARLOW. POSTMASTER D/1
Postmasters' tokens are known to have been
issued in Antrim, Belturbet and Youghal.
R.I.A.;1934. Penny Token
Obv. GARRETT . QVIGLEY, a harp with five
strings.
Rev. OF . CARLO . MARCH GQ with, above,
D /1 flanked by o on either side and o below.
R.I.A.3935, R.I.A.3936, 64-1937(6), 64-1937(5), 641937(10), and 64-1937(4) are but varieties of
Quigley penny tokens and closely resemble R.I.A.
3934 which is described above.
R.I.A.3937. Penny Token
Obv. EDW [ARD RE] NOLDS, a shield bearing
'a lion rampant between three escallops.
Rev. OF CARLO MARCH, D/1 flanked by a
star on either side.
R.I.A.3938. Penny Token
Obv. THO :REYNALDS, a shield bearing a lion
rampant between three escallops.
Rev. TANER OF CARLOW, D/1 between two
stops on either side, a cross pattee above.
R.I.A.3939 is another variety of penny token issued by
Thomas Reynalds. It closely resembles that already described, R.I.A.3938, but is a better quality piece.

The Election of 1841
0

or Reign of Terror In Carlow
By W. V. Hadden
HE CARLOW ELECTIO'.'l of 1841 was one of the
most extraordinary in the history of Irish
Politics.
In 1837 the duly elected Representatives for County
Carlow had been Nicholas Aylward Vi<sors, Esq., and
John Ashton Yates, Esq., both standing for "The Queen
and Reform ! The Queen and Ireland," but in the Whig
or Catholic interest. In 1840 Mr. Vigors died at his
London residence and the seat was then contested by
Col. Henry Bruen for the Conservatives and the Honourable Frederick Ponsonby for the Whigs. After a spirited contest Col. Bruen was elected with 722 votes
against Mr. Ponsonby's 555, and the Carlow seats were,
therefore, occupied by a Representative for both the
ascendancy and the popular parties, an unusual situation, but so far there had been no remarkable features
in these elections. The next General Election, however,
was due in 1841, and it was only to be expected that
the contending parties should gird themselves for the
fray, some six months hence.

T

Even at this time Daniel O'Connell was still one of
the most powerful and influential men on the political scene in Ireland. He was now startin~ an agitation
for the repeal of the Union and in 1841 held some of
the first of tho5e Monster Meetings which a few years
later were attended by tens of thousands - "marching
in mi!itarv arrav, though without weapons, to some
point where their beloved 'Dan' swayed them with an
extraordinary blend of eloquence over Ireland, and
vitriolic or humourous, though often coarse, attacks on
her enemies."
SUITABLE CANDIDATE
For want of a more suitable candidate to stand with
Mr. Yates in the Whig interest, Daniel O'Connell nominated one of his sons, Daniel O'Connell, Jun., or
"Young Dan," to stand for Carlow. Another son, John,
was a candidate in Kilkenny, and was sent down to Carlow, (young Dan was in Florence at the time) to begin
the Campaign and his father wrote to him from London, - "it will be very difficult to fight Carlow. There
·must be a protection fund provided, otherwise the destruction of the unfortunate tenantry after the election
will be terrible. If they can get no other candidate to
stand along with Ashton Yates, I suppose I must give
them your brother Daniel; though it will be very hard
for me to have to bear the expense of so many elections. I will, of course, go down to Carlow at once
when wanted and go from parish to parish agitating."
John O'Connell writing in his "Recollections and
Experiences" some years afterwards said - "The Car-

low election was one of the fiercest contested in Ireland.
Carlow is a small county, with - what is unusual in
Ireland - a resident proprietory big and little; and
all Tory, or very nearly so. The unscrupulous use of intimidation, petty persecution, and bribery by the squires
great and small, who were always at hand and ready
to assist each other in their mal-practices, had completely broken the spirit of the middle classes, and seriously depressed that of the people."

OPENS TRENCHES
In June, 1841, John O'Connell, Tom Steele, Arthur
Ffrench (late Secretary to the late Reform and Precursor Associations) and Thomas Reynolds (later Marshal
of the City of Dublin) came down to Carlow "to open
trenches" for the Campaign. They travelled in an
open carriage with a hot summer sun shining in their
faces. On arrival in Carlow an enormous crowd collected and they were compelled, without a moment's
respite, to go into action and give them a specimen of
their eloquence. One of the windows of the drawingroom of the Hotel where they had entered was bodilv
removed and they presented their tanned and dusted
persons to the delighted gaze of the patriotic inhabitants
of Carlow.
"Mr. Reynolds was the first to address the throng
and in the course of his harangue enlarged much upon
the admirable temperance movement (then in the heyday of its progress and prosperity) of the precepts and
practices of which he was a rigid observer. But the effects of their seven or eight hours boiling and baking
on the road had been to enflame his visage most conspicuously, and one of Father Mathew's passionate
admirers in the crowd was heard to remark - "Faith,
that gentleman spakes very finely of temperance to be
sure; but just look at his face; sure if he doesn't drink
he ought to take down the sign!"
ARROGANT LANDLORDS
It is fairly generally admitted that in the first half
of the last century the arrogant landlords of the day
intimidated their tenants in the use of their vote; the
common form of coercion seems to have been the eviction of tenants who did not support the Candidate of
his landlord's party, the eviction being for non-payment
of rent. It is not generally so well known that in the
Election of 1841, for instance, the Repealers adopted,
and, indeed, greatly improved upon the methods of the
most bigotted of the Tories so that the poor unfortun2r

ate Catholic freeholder found himself between "The
Devil and the deep blue sea."
The basic theme of the propaganda issued by the
O'Connell/Yates Committee during June 1841 was that
the votes belonged to the non-electors; why should
100,000 men allow 100 to vote against them? Every
freeholder might have a right of freehold but every man
no matter of what county, had a joint-tenancy with the
elector in the vote. The vote was public property; The
elector was only a Trustee and non-electors had a right
to scrutinize and to direct the exercise of the voters
function.
During the Campaign that followed, there were many
alleged cases of attacks upon the Catholic freeholders
in County Carlow who could not be relied upon to
vote for the Catholic Candidates. It was claimed that
in a number of places men were dragged frrr:1 their
knees in the very Chapels during Mass and beaten up
outside the doors; others were attacked in their hor:1es
at night or even in broad daylight and injured both in
person and in property. But the most extraordinary aspect of this agitation was that many of the elector, on
the limited franchise were kidnapped and abducted to
undergo not only forcible detention but a form of prolonged indoctrination prior to the election.

in the whole area were worked up into a state of frenzy.
Quite clearly the Repeal movement had much more
support in County Kilkenny than in County Carlow,
where it would appear, there was a stronger pro-Landlord sympathy, especially in the St. Mullins area where
the McMurrough Kavanaghs still had a strong hold
upon the clannish affections of the people. And so the
agitators definitely adopted the attitude that the Catholic freeholders of County Carlow had better vote Repeal or take the consequences - 50,000 Kilkenny men
would know the reason why !
So much was this the case that John O'Connell,
working in both constituencies, organised a mass march
from County Kilkenny on the town of Carlow for July
12th, the day of nomination. It was alleged at the time,
not only by the Carlow Sentinel but by the Kilkenny
.~1oderator, that the purpose of this march was to intimidate the people and coerce the voters, to ransack
Oak Park (Col. Bruen's Estate) and to burn the town
of Carlow. Certain it is that when the march took place
1t was accompanied by a rabble numbering tens of
thousands and followed by wocen with empty cars and
carts, the purpose of which was generally assumed to be
the collection and removal of the loot.
AWAITING ORDEAL

UNDER WATCH AND WARD
John O'Connell is quite candid about this matter. He
wrote - "It appeared that the landlord-practice at the
Carlow elections had been to 'sweep the countryside' of
the voters several days before the Election and lodge
and keep them comfortably under watch and ward
within the demesne walls of one or other of the candidates, and so secure them from being operated upon
by agitation. Refusal to submit to this species of abduction was considered as high and grave an offence
as refusal to vote according to the landlord's wish and
punished accordingly. The popular party at the election
of 1841 retaliated this practice on the landlords.
Parties of agitators scoured the countryside for wanted voters, captured them, man-handled them, tied them
down on carts, covered them with straw and proceeded
via Goresbridge or Graiguenamanagh into County Kilkenny. From Col. Bruen's Estates near Nurney the captives were brought to Leighlinbridge, thrown bound
into a waiting barge which then proceeded downstream
to the same destination. The victims were eventually
conveyed, with the connivance of the Police, it would
seem, to the city of Kilkenny and here they were imprisoned, all r 20 of them in an old brewery with no hope
of release before the Election. During the day they were
entertained with music of the temperance bands of the
city and during the evening with "political speechification - a strong and active watch of true Kilkenny boys
being meantime maintained within and without, day
and night, to prevent desertions and invasions."
ST ATE OF FRENZY
The Campaign proceeded apace during the later
weeks of June and the first weeks of July and the people
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Meantime at Kilkenny the imprisoned voters had no
alternative but to await their ordeal, but at least they
were well provided for. As John O'Connell relates : -"The feats of swallowing which some of these poor fellows accomplished during the two or three first days,
while they were quite new to good feeding, and our
commissariat was not sufficiently regulated, were wonderful. One poor fellow, over six feet in height, and
nearly five in the breadth of the shoulders - a bony,
gaunt, lank-looking creature made the following
morning meal, greatly to the dismay of the caterer and
contractor:"Two plates of cold corn-beef; Two ditto of mutton;
bread, butter, and cheese, to no end; Two bowls of coffee; Three large bowls of tea; A bottle of soda-water;
(how got, history sayeth not, nor yet how it was relished;) And, finally, A Glass of Whiskey! (This item
was "contraband.").
CAGED BIRDS
"On the day of "nomination" at Carlow, we set out
from Kilkenny, with our "caged birds," to traverse the
twenty-two Irish miles intervening between us and the
scene of action.
"First came a stage-coach, loaded with the "agitators"
- Carlow and Kilkenny men intermixed; then one of
Bianconi's long stage-cars, with a temperance-band to
enliven us on the road; then twenty jaunting-cars,
with the voters, and a guard car bringing up the rear.
On either side we had an escort of County Kilkenny
farmers, on their stout hacks, to guard our convoy from
any guerilla charges that the enemy might take it into
their heads to make.

FEAR OF DISTURBANCE

+

"Within five miles of Carlow we received a message
from my father, that he did not wish any sticks to be
brought into the town, for fear of any disturbance that
might give the enemy an advantage. Those who know
how inseparable the Irish peasant ordinarily is from his
beloved stick, will estimate the difficulty that we at
first anticipated to induce obedience to the intimation
just received. But out of the hundreds that by this time
had gathered around us, not one refused to comply,
when the reason was stated; and they chose a novel, and
to some of us rather an inconvenient way of disarming
themselves - that of flinging the sticks high into the
air, giving, or intending to give, them a direction that
would cause them to fall into the fields at either side.
The intention not being always quite carried out,
such of us as were on the elevated front box and roof
of the stage-coach had several very narrow escapes for
our heads; and much as I admired the realization of
the old descriptions of 'the air being darkened with
missile weapons,' I was by no means sorry when the
hurtling storm was over, and we were at liberty to proceed, with our heads as unbroken as there was now a
guarantee that the peace would be."
While John O'Connell here refers to "hundreds" it
should be said that most contemporary sources, and
apparently those of the Repealers themselves, mention
30,000 to 100,000 marching on Carlow that day. As regards the sticks, informations were sworn that the mob
carried pikes and it was certainly claimed that the
"sticks" which weren't pikes were in fact pike sticks,
the heads having been removed and carried separately
until needed. At all events Daniel O'Connell who
would appear to have arrived in Carlow, clearly either
lost his nerve at the last moment or else realised that the
agitation had been all too successful and that the mob
was out of hand. In any case it is certain that he warned the Authorities in Carlow that he could not be responsible for the safety of Carlow.
The occasion may, perhaps, be described in the words
of the Carlow Sentinel, though this speaks for the Radicals; its account, however, is confirmed by a well
documented political publication called The Reign of
Terror in Carlow which was printed in London (by
James Nesbitt & Co.). in 1841, and also by the contemporary issues of the Kilkenny Moderator. We read
as follows:- "On Monday last the nomination of candidates for this county took place at the Court-House,
and under circumstances that will not be easily forgotten; for it will be admitted that, but for the admirable arrangements of the High Sheriff, to whom the
public owe a debt of gratitude, blood would have been
copiously shed on the first day of the Election.

their weapons as they entered and the police did the
same at other points. Mr. O'Connell was all for peace
after putting the multitude in motion, and he had no
more power to check or control them than he would to
stop the waves of the ocean, but for the arrangements
of the High Sheriff. He preached peace on Monday
after disseminating the most sanguinary doctrines during the past fortnight, and the ruffians who shouted for
'blood' in-their public speeches, were on Monday apprehensive of being the first who would become the victims of their infamous conduct. Steele, we must particularise, his conduct being, during the past week, preeminent for ruffiianism, was even as soothing as 'sucking dove' when he cast his eyes around and beheld the
preparations that were made to subdue the multitude,
and to crush at a blow the slightest symptom of tumult
or disorder. While thousands of the peasantry were
flocking into town at every point in obedience to the
mandates of their priests, the commander of the garrison, Colonel Jackson, was disposing of the troops under his command to the best advantage.

TOOK POSSESSION OF COURT
"At seven o'clock the constabulary, under Sub-Inspectors Judge, Seymour and Morton, &c., all under
the command of A. Roice, Esq., County Inspector, proceeded to the Court and took possession of the same.
At eight o'clock several companies of the 98th and
99th regiments under the command of the gallant officer, Colonel Campbell took up a position on the fr\"ht
of the Court house, their line extending to Chapellane, and thus commanded every avenue leadin~ from
that point. The 6th Dragoon Guards and a half a troop
of Artillery, with a twelve pounder, took their station
on the left, on the road leading to Athy, while a troop
of the 12th Lancers under Lieut. Bernard, and the 10th
Hussars, under Capt. Sir James Beard and Lord George
Beauclerk, lined the main street, and thus on every
side of the Court-house was invested - the passages
were kept open - no mobs allowed to assemble in masses - and videttes were stationed along the outlets
to watch the movements of the mobs that were hovering round the town, and who lay in the fields all night.
This imposing force was commanded by Col. Jackson,
who was out at an early hour making his arrangements,
accompanied by the High Sheriff, H. H. Cooper, Esq.
The Magistrates on town duty with the troops were R.
C. Browne, Horace Rochfort, William Cary, Pilsworth
Whelan, John Whelan, Wm. Duckett, Samuel Elliott,
.James Butler, Hugh Faulkner, Clement Wolseley, Henry
Watters, Esqrs.
PARTIES EQUAL

MASSES OF MEN
"From six o'clock in the morning every avenue leading into town was densely crowded by masses of men
moving on to the scene of action, all armed with
bludgeons, and many of them with pikes and other formidable weapons. On the Kilkenny road Tom Steele
and Mr. O'Connell were stationed depriving them of

"The stipendiary magistrates were with the Constabulary, and did very efficient service in the Court. The
Press received ample accommodation, and were admitted long before the court opened.
"Each Party received two hundred tickets of admission at nine o'clock - the Conservatives occupying the
left and the Repealers the right. The gallery was <livid-
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ed by a strong barrier; and it appeared evident, when
the doors were thrown open, that both parties were
nearly equal in the court-house. Indeed, we believe, on
no former occasion did we witness so much order and
regularity; and each party was fairly and justly accommodated, a matter of some moment on the day of nomination.
ARMED WITH PIKES

,,
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"At 12 o'clock there were about 100,000 persons in
the town and its vicinity, and one party marched from
Kilkenny, against whom informations were sworn, that
they were armed with pikes and pistols. On the receipt
of this intelligence, Colonel Jackson ordered a gun on
Hanover Bridge, and a troop of the Hussars, under Sir
James Baird, to prevent this mob from entering at this
point. Another IO pounder was shotted and put in position on Burren Bridge, so as to command the other entrance from Kilkenny. A company of foot was placed
across Burren Bridge, with a magistrate, Captain Pilsworth Whelan, with orders to let no one pass without
an order; Lord George Beauclerk and a troop of the
10th Hussars - also, Lieutenant Bernard with the Lancers, were placed in advance on the Kilkenny road, accompanied by another magistrate. Clement Wolseley,
Esq. This force was drawn up there, and prevented the
mob from entering the town. At this point great excitement prevailed; Mr. Wolseley frequently took out the
riot act, threatened to read it, and leave the mob in the
hands of the military; however, after considerable difficulty this mob, about 10,000 in number, were compelled to retire without the occtirrence of any casualty. A
Hussar cut down one of the mob, who had seized on his
bridle, and attempted to force in on him - but no injury was inflicted. The Kilkenny Road and Burrin
Bridge were the two points where danger was most
apprehended, and the magistrates and troops were on
the ground from 6 o'clock in the morning till 6 in the
evening, and did their duty with effect, and preserved
the peace of the town. At one period of the day the
town appeared as if besieged, and every ten minutes the
Artillery were galloping to every point threatened bY
the mobs - and ultimately compelled them to retire;
seeing the slightest attempt to force a passage would be
met with promptitude and determination. Col. Jackson
himself visited every outpost every half hour, and the
gallant troops under his command were under arms
the entire day, and most of the night - and both officers and men discharged their duty cheerfully, and,
we need not add, with effect - as, under Providence, to
them and the Constabulary may be ascribed the safety
of the town, as the armed masses set in motion by
O'Connell and the Priests were excited to a pitch of
fanaticism never known since l 798; and, when the moment for action arrived, Mr. O'Connell sent word to
the Commauder of the Garrison that he tad no control
over the mob, and would not be answerable for the
peace of the town.
GREAT EXCITEMENT
"At 3 o'clock the mob was in a state of great excite-

ment in Burren street, but was kept in check - the Artillery having stood to their guns with matches lighting,
ready to repel an attack; but the evening passed over
quietly, and the mobs retired slowly and sullenly froni
the town, which would, in all probability have been
sacked but for the vigilance of the public authorities.
The High Sheriff himself was actually on duty 14 hours
without rest. At night, about 300 men under arms and
accompanied by four of the local magistracy, patroled
the town till morning, and thus order and regularity
were observed.
"Some of the wretched men who were sent into Carlow from Kilkenny to take possession of the town, and
to storm Oak Park, were in a famishing state in the
streets at a late hour, praying to be relieved or get a
morsel of bread -not having received a farthing from
the ruffians who led them in and deserted them the
moment they saw the authorities had made arrangements to receive them. Hundreds of this insurgent force
lay in the ditches and in the fields all night, and were
crawling towards home on the day following. Such was
the termination of that lawless expedition, which was
to have terminated in the sacking of Carlow, if Colonel
Bruen had 'even come to the poll'!"
CLOSELY CONTESTED
During the days that followed, from Tuesday to Saturday, the voting continued amid the greatest possible
excitement, the military arrangements being continued
to maintain law and order. The polling was brisk and
closely contested, neither party at any stage showing
a convincing lead. At 3 o'clock the number cast in favour of Bruen and Bunbury (Conservatives) were 226 as
against 213 for Yates and O'Connell (Repealers), a
majority of 13; at six o'clock the Conservatives had increased their majority to 30. On Wednesday both parties started briskly and votes were recorded almost man
for man; as the day proceeded, however, the Conservatives had less reason to be elated and at 9ix o'clock
their majority had dwindled to 8. They now started to
play for time, delaying the proceedings as long as possible in the various booths, being anxious to keep them
open for three days in order to "accommodate the outvoters who were on their way from France and Germany."
"On Saturday at 2 o'clock the Court and Husting,
were crowded to excess, and the gallery presented a
mass of human beings waiting for the arrival of the successful candidates. This was the largest Conservative
assembly we ever witnessed in the County. There were
three cheers for the Military, Police and Artillery, each
officer being named in succession after Col. Jackson.
Mr. Joy, the Assessor came forward, and was loudly
cheered. He declared the state of the poll as follows:Col. Bruen

705

Mr. Yates

697

Mr. O'Connell 696

Mr. Bunbury 704

"The High Sherriff, amid the most deafening cheers,
declared Colonel Bruen and Thomas Bunbury, Esq.,
duly elected."
Continued on page 36
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A LIST OF CARLOW JACO BITES
By 0. Snoddy

•, T

up of his power-base in
Ireland and especially in parliament, James II reconstructed many of the old corporations and
boroughs. This was achieved not without opposition
and effected through Quo W arranto legislation in 1687
which ruined the old corporations or forced their surrender. In lieu of these he created new corporations generally of men loyal to himself - and to the house
of Stuart. Catholic property was about to have its last
brief flare on the setting feudal sun. The members of
the corporation of Catherlagh created on 24 February,
1687 were:
Garret Quigley, Soveraign (sic), and 24 Free Burgesses: Sir Laurence Esmond, Kt., Henry Berkley, John
Warren, Pierce Bryan, Major Charles Cavanagh, Ensign Callagh Mac-Callaghan, Francis Eustace, John
Bagot, Patrick Wall, Hubert Kelly, Marcus Bagot, Edmond Jones, William Cook, Oliver Grace, John Dwyer,
John Grace, Pierce Byrn, Edmund Dwyer, John Brown,
Edmund Carroll, Thomas Keegan, Henry Webber,
Thomas Chanders, Samuel Barret. John Quigley was
Town Clerk.
The borough of Old-Loghlin was similarly re-created
by James II and its members on 4 July, 1688 were
Nicholas Keally Esq. Soveraigne (sic) and 28 Burgesses :
Pierce Lord Viscount Galmoy, Dudien Bagnall Esq.,
OWARDS THE BUILDING

Morgan Cavanagh Esq., Patrick Nash Esq., Theobald
Denn Esq., Patrick Wall Esq., William Cooke Esq., Patrick Lambert Esq., Edmund Wall Esq., Thomas Keally
Esq., Richard Keally Gent., William Kearney Gent.,
Ignatius Nash Gent., James Keally Gent, Nicholas
Archdekin Gent., Gilbert Wall Gent., Michael Wall
Gent., Hugh Fagan Gent., Thomas Purcell Gent., Richard
Keally Merchant, Theobald Purcell Gent., Pierce Hagherin Gent., Henry Rickins Gent., Ferdinand Brent
Gent., Pierce Poor Merchant, William Reddy Gent.,
Richard Butler Gent., :Nicholas Nash Gent., James Kacket Esq. was listed as Town Clerk.
Other Boroughs from nearby areas for which similar
lists are extant include Athy, Inistioge, Gowran, Thomastown and Blessingtown.
The M.P.s returned to the Parliament beginning 7
May 1689 from Carlow were Dudley Bagnal with
Henry Luttrell representing the county; Mark Baggot
and John Warren from the "Burrough of Catherlagh";
and Darby Long and Daniel Doran from the "Burrough
of Old Leighlin."
Sir Laurence Esmond - 1st in the list of Carlow
burgesses above - was also appointed, on 16 February
1686, High-Sheriff for the year 1687 for the county of
'Catherlogh.'

ANTI-JACO BITES IN CARLOW
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from Carlow were attainted in
King James's Parliament in Ireland in 1689 and
given until ro August of that year to surrender
themselves : Capt. Chidley Coote and John Dunbar
Gent. This was under Article I of the Act of Attainder.
Under Article III those who had until 5 November to
surrender were Thomas Bernard Gent., Elliott Clarke,
Francis Bradston Gent., - - Cox Clerk, Edmund Jones
Esq., Joseph Ivy Gent., John Lucas Yeoman, Robert
Piers Gent., Robert Stopford Esq., John Tench Gent.,
Urban Vigor Gent., Robert Warren Esq., and Charles
Wilcocks Gent. Article IV gave absentee landlords until ( October 1689 to signify their loyalty and in this
HE FOLLOWING

list Richard Boyle seems to have been the only one from
Carlow though Richard Ogle Vise. 0 gle of Catherlogh
is listed among the Dublin absentees. Article V gave
absentees through sickness or nonage an opportunity of
proving their loyalty and among this group was Edmund Blaydell Esq.
When Williamite victory was sensed J.P.s were appointed "to receive the Arms and register the names of
such Persons as shall submit to his Majesty's Declaration
of the 7th of July 1690." In Carlow these were, in addition to the Sheriff, Sir Thomas Butler, Doctor Henry
Berkeley, Nicholas Kemys, William Brereton, Marmaduke Taylor and James Waller.
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Co. Carlow
By Sr. Maura Duggan, M.A., H.Dip.Ed.

HE BOROUGH OF CARLOW was a very ancient one
dating back to the reign of Richard I (A.D.
l 296).
The last charter was granted in the reign of James II
but the corporation was governed by a charter of Charles II. 1 The sovereign (or chief magistrate) of the Borough was elected annually on 24 June by the sovereign
and burgesses from among the body of burgesses to
serve for one year from 29 September following, the
only qualification was that of being a burgess. By charter the sovereign possessed the power of appointing one
of the burgesses to be deputy with the approbation of
a majority of the burgesses. The Commissioners of 1835
remarked that the deputy was frequently appointed
without any such approbation. In practice the sovereign
and deputy merely exchanged roles on alternative
years. The functions of the sovereign were extensive,
making this practice of significance in the small world
of county politics. Farrell's reference to Burton as 'the
king of County Carlow' 2 would seem to imply that he
held the monopoly of the sovereignty. I have been unable to find any list of sovereigns for this period.
The sovereign was by charter a justice of the peace
not only within the limited district of the corporation,
but for the entire county of Carlow. He was clerk of
the market to which certain emoluments were attached.
He presided at the civil court of the Borough until its
discontinuance. The Borough returned two members to
Parliament and the sovereign was the returning officer
at the election. The number of electors in this corporate borough consisted of thirteen burgesses. In fact the
borough was Burton property and was auctioned to the
highest bidder. A contemporary commentary on the
members of parliament for 1773 records Burton bonding
the purchaser to vote as he wished him. 3
The sovereign received the amount of the composition
for tolls and having paid from it the salaries of the
other officers retained the residue for his own use. He
also received a sum varying from forty to a hundred
pounds per annum from the weighing master.
The burgesses were elected for life by a majority of
the sovereign and the burgesses and in practice out of
the freemen. Burgesses had no other duties save those
they uerformed as the governing body of the corporation. The number of twelve burgesses was kept up exclusive of the sovereign. Freemen were elected by the
sovereign and freemen for life. At the time of the Municipal Report (1835) the number of freemen was about
twenty. And of these only six were then resident. If the
duties of freemen were light, the privileges, apart from
social prestige, were worthwhile. The consisted in exemption from tolls and customs and elegibility to offices in the corporation. They also had the right to participate in the making of bye-laws.

T

,:1:!

·1·,:1;
1

· :(1,tf;
1 t,'\11,
II

'l\f i
tJ:H~i·:

; h1
'ii'/i'::
I

1

11.1 Liii:
ltj/•11/f'Ii !I
'/;)111.'1 l
t• I

lrrn

:·

'.
ij1brilf/i1
il\11'1, ,
H1\l .t
1

I

•·Irr'., I

1n/111 11

:

;'"J.
:.il11 ii
I

I

;!;,q 1Ii
11 ;::1:11

t

/;i1\t:

)~

CORPORATION OF CARLOW c.1788
William Burton, Esq., Sovereign.
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FREE BURGESSES
Sir Joseph Hoare, Bart. ; Rev. Dean Walsh; William
Burton, Esq.; John Hyde, Esq.; Simon King, Esq.; Sir
Charles Burton, Esq.; John Bambrick, Esq.; Sir James
May, Bart.; Rev. Dean Keating; Right Hon. John Ponsonby; Henry Eustace, Esq.; Stephen Goggin, Town
Clerk. 4
Note : both Hyde and Ponsonby were connected by
marriage with the Burtons and Burton followed the Ponsonby faction in Parliament. Consequently he formed
part of the opposition in the 179o's.
BOROUGH OF OLD LEIGHLIN.
The existence of this borough balanced the power of
the Burtons. It was also a corporation, and a creation of
James I and had twelve free burgesses. 5 When the Municipal Commissioners made their visit to Old Leighlin
there were only twelve houses there and not more than
a hundred inhabitants. The borough was in the gift of
the bishop of Ferns and Le ighlin and the corporation
was largely composed of clergymen of the diocese. 6 The
borough always returned 'Castle men.'*
Grand Jury, County Carlow 1797. 7 : William Burton,
Richard Butler, Charles Burton, William Brown (sic);
H. Eustace, Pat. Colclough, James Butler, C. Moore
M'Mahon, Henry Rudkin, William Rudkin, Arundel Caulfield Best, E. C. Best, T. Gurly, T. Bernard,
John Maharg, Joseph Beere, John Read, Robert Bayley, B. Bagenal, David Latouche, Robert Cornwall, R.
M. Fishburne, Charles Bernard.
1

First Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Municipal Corporations in Ireland 1835
app.
Roger McHugh, ed., Carlow in '98, the autobiography of William Farrell of Carlow (Dublin, 1949) p.23.
M. Bodkin (ed.), 'Notes on the Irish Parliament 1773'
(Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, vols. 48-9,
C.p.208)
4
A General D£rectory of the Kingdom of Ireland,
Dublin, 1788.
5
Edward Porrit, The Unreformed House of Commons (Cambridge, 1903), vol. ii, p.31 I.
6
Edith M. Johnston (ed.) 'The State of the Irish
House of Commons in 1791' (Proceedings of the Royal
Irish Academy, vol. 59, C. pp. 1-56).
* NOTE.: The following members were returned for
Old Leighlin from 1791 until the Act of
Union:
1791 : Hon. Arthur Acheson
Edward Cooke, Esq. (Under Secretary, Military Department, Dublin Castle).
I 796 : Patrick Duigenan
Edward Cooke, Esq. (re-elected, having accepted a place of profit under the Crown).
1798 : Edward Cooke, Esq.
Sir Boyle Roche.
7
Dublin Evening Post, 20 May 1797.

Patrick O'Donoghue
Carlow Patriot
By Jean Rowlands
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Patrick O'Donoghue, Carlow Patriot
(Photo courtesy of Gills)

The best introduction to Patrick O'Donoghue is a description given by some of his fellow patriots in 1854:

"He was improvident reckless, perhaps, of his means; recklr..u assuredly of his life. He was not one of those the world
calls great and gifted, but his courage and devotion to a
desperate cause at a desperate crisis were undoubted, were
unsurpassed; no one questions them." 1
HIS IS THE man who reserved a place for himself
in Irish history as a principal participant in the Young
Ireland rising of 1848 in County Tipperary, and later
as an exile in Van Dieman's Land, Australia. An assessment
of O'Donoghue's activities while a member of the Irish Confederation and also, while undergoing his sentence of transportation confirms the truth of the observation that his outstanding characteristic was, indeed, his devotion to the interests of Ireland, regardless of the personal comequences.
Born in Clonegal, County Carlow, Patrick O'Donoghue
came to Dublin and was employed as a law clerk in the city.
He had become active in the Repeal of the Union campaign,
and when the split within the Repeal Association between
Young and Old Ireland took place in July 1846, O'Donoghue had sided with the seceders. During the autumn months
of 1846, remonstrant meetings were held in the hope of a
possible reconciliation with the O'Connellite repealers. But
by December the seceders had decided to form their own
association, to be called the Irish Confederation.2

T
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At the first meeting in the Rotunda on 13 January, 1841
O'Donoghue was named as a member of the Council of the
Confederation, and he attended its sessions for the first
three months. However, after that period he seldom attended and when a new Council was elected in January 1848
his name was struck off. According to O'Donoghue, both
John Mitchell and Thomas Francis Meagher asked him to
permit his name to be reinstated which O'D.onoghue peremptorily declined. 3
The political offspring of the Irish Confederation was the
establishment of clubs within Dublin, which emanated from
one of the original Young Ireland leaders, Charles Gavan
Duffy, and which bore a strong resemblance to the Repeal
reading rooms founded by Daniel O'Connell in 1843. One of
the clubs designated as the Grattan Club was established
early in 1848 and O'Donoghue became a member a few
months after its formation.'
He seldom attended the club but whenever he did he
invariably dissented from the members and obiected to political ideas put forward by the Secretary, Mr. P. J. Barry
which were always, to O'Donoghue's mind, extremely violent.
On the 17th of July, 1848 Barry prop~sed O'Donoghue as
one of the Vice-Presidents of the club. Although he did accept, O'Donoghue claims he never acted in an official capacity.5
After John Mitchel's transportation by the British government to Tasmania in May of 1848, the clubs had been encouraging the people in all sections of Ireland to secure
arms in preparation for an insurrection in the autumn. 6 On
July 20th the government reacted to this increased political
activity by issuing a proclamation ordering the people of Ireland to surrender their arms. Following this ultimatum, news
reached Dublin by Saturday, the 22nd that the Habeaus Corpus Act was suspended and that a warrant had been issued
for the arrest of William Smith O'Brien, as a principal leader of the Confederation movement. 7
O'Donoghue attended a meeting of the Grattan Club the
next day at which Patrick Barry and his brother made two
violent speeches which O'Donoghue condemned. 8 It is evident from this confession that even though the British government had revoked the constitutional right of Habeus
Corpus, O'Donoghue was not yet ready to strike back in a
revolutionary manner.
How is it then that by July 29th Patrick O'Dono~hue had
become so intricately involved with the insurrectionary acth·ities of Co•mty Tinperary?
In The Felon's Track Michael Doheny explains "as an
episode in this history, the fate of Patrick O'Donoghue is singular and startling."9 By Monday, July 24th O'Donoghue
heard that a warrant had been issued for the arrest of himself and several other Young Ireland leaders. In search of
more accurate information, he called to the various Young
Ireland meeting places in the city, "but to no purpose. All
was vagueness and rumour". 10 However, as Doheny asserts "he
was much relied on by his friends in the Confederation," and
by late afternoon Patrick O'Donoghue was entrusted with
despatches for Smith O'Brien, who had fled the city. O'Don-
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oghue was told he would receive instructions on how to act
when he met O'Brien.11
He proceeded as requested to Kilkenny where O'Brien
and the other leaders were to receive him. Upon arrival at
10 p.m. he was informed that they had left the city. He applied to one of the Confederate clubs for information concerning O'Brien, but since he was known to none of the members he became at once the object of suspicion. The Kilkenny Confederates accused him of being a police officer
and decided to send him under arrest to O'Brien that very
evening. It was under these circumstances that James Stephens, the future Fenian leader, and Patrick Cavanaugh escorted Patrick O'Donoghue into the fires of insurrection. 1"
The three men made their way to Cashel and were met
warmly by O'Brien. O'Donoghue delivered his message from
Dublin only to hear O'Brien declare the "letter is anonymous and a pack of trash." Nevertheless, by this time
O'Donoghue had decided to share his fate with O'Brien and
moved on with the party to Killenaule. 13
At this point, it is interesting to note that not until early
July 27th was O'Donoghue made aware that a revolutiona1y
plan for the autumn had been proposed. He knew, of course,
that the general deputies representing the Confederate clubs
had named an executive committee of five on July 20 to look
after the affairs of the association, but as to any course of
action he had been completely ignorant.14
On July 28th a war party was convened in Ballingarry
where O'Brien, John Dillon, J. B. McManus, Stephens and
O'Donoghue were joined by J. F. Meagher, Maurice Leyne,
John O'Mahony, Devin Reilly, Michael Doheny, James
Cantwell, Major Byrne, and J. D. Wright. Of those who
took part in the deliberations of that evening, Dillon, McManus, Stephens and O'Donoghue resolved to continue with
Smith O'Brien. There seemed to them "a possibility they
could baffle the enemy."15 The others were to disperse
throughout the countryside. Unfortunately, the plans made
were not to be enacted. The 29th of July saw the collapse
of O'Brien's scheme and the nationalists fled to the hills.
On August 5th O'Brien was arrested at the Thurles Railway Station 16 and on Sunday, August 13, O'Donoghue was
arrested with Meagher and Leyne between Clonalty and
Holy Cross. That same evening the men were taken to Kilmainham gaol.1 7 On Tuesday morning, September 19th
O'Donoghue, along with Meagher, Leyne, McManus and
O'Brien arrived in Clonmel where their trials were set to
begin before a Special Commission on Friday, October
13th.18
At O'Donoghue's trial on October 16th the Attorney-General contended that having joined the ranks of the rebel
army, O'Donoghue was equally guilty with the leaders and
must be supposed to have had the same objects in view and
to have adopted their plans. 19 Found guilty of treason and
condemned to death, O'Donoghue complained that a jury
of political opponents had been empanelled to try him. To
counter the startling doctrine that he was guilty of treason
by association with O'Brien, O'Donoghue simply added, "It
is not fit at this solemn occasion to defend my opinions or
conduct. I will, therefore, only say, that those opinions have
always been tolerant, sincere and consistent." 20
In July 1849 a retrospective act was passed by Parliament
which commuted the death sentence and allowed the Queen
to transport the Rebels of Ireland for life. 21 Hence, on 19
July 1849 O'Donoghue, O'Brien, Meagher, and McManus
were removed to Van Dieman's Land, Australia. Upon leaving Richmond Prison the four patriots concluded their farewell address with the words:
"We owe it to our feelings to declare that whatever
may be the sacrifice we incur by devotion to its interest,
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our latest aspiration will be a prayer for the prosperity,
honour and independence of Ireland." 22
Thus did Patrick O'Donoghue, at the age of forty, set out
to begin a new life in Australia. John Mitchel credited
O'Donoghue's "ardent and excitable temperament" as the
force which drove him to the hills of Tipperary, "pike in
hand, in train of O'Brien." 23 This same temperament was to
fashion his activities in Van Dieman's Land and in some respects to cause him to endure more hardships than any other
of the political prisoners of 1848.
Arriving in Hobart Town, O'Donoghue was determined to
depend wholly on himself for support. He had hoped to secure a position in a solicitor's office. But when no opening
in this domain seemed forthcoming, he decided to start a
weekly newspaper, the Irish Exile. 21 With this effort he
created for himself a new source of trouble.
Meagher warned him that he should remain aloof from
politics as the most dignified line of conduct. He reasoned
there was no sympathy in Van Dieman's Land to which one
could appeal in behalf of the Irish nation. While O'Donoghue admitted the propriety of Meagher's objection, he felt
this was the one channel open to him for work, and that he
was bound to avail himself of it, regardless of other consequences.25
John Mitchel's reaction to the idea of the paper, and a proposal that he should join O'Donoghue in the concern, was one
of utter astonishment. Though he supposed the Irish Exile
may have assumed to be a sort of organ for his friends, his
own wish was for God to preserve him "from Organs of
Opinion ' " 26
In spite of this open opposition O'Donoghue issued the
first number of the Irish Exile on January 26, 1850. To the
surprise of many the paper met with considerable success.
Irish history and patriotic poetry were prominent features,
and the Nation was quoted extensively. In addition, John
Martin, another rebel of '48, had agreed to contribute a series of papers on the Repeal movement. O'Donoghue himself
was especially straightforward in his opposition to and criticism of place-hunters. Here under the eyes of Sir William
Denison, Governor of the island, a deported Irishman astounded all by adopting an aggressive tone. 27
By December of 1850 the government had become well
aware of O'Donoghue's breach of regulations. Special police
came to take him to Tasman's Penninsula. A serious illness
prevented his immediate removal so the government put a
guard on his house. On Christmas eve, having arranged for
the publication of the Irish Exile during his imprisonment,
O'Donoghue turned himself over to Denison. 28
He was sentenced on 8 January, 1851 to labour in a road
gang at Saltwater River. Again, severe illness gained him respite at Port Arthur Hospital. When finally discharged from
the hospital he was put to work in a wood-carrying gang. 29
Such were the repercussions of O'Donoghue's newspaper venture.
Other exiles had escaped or succeeded in reducing their
sentences. In consequence of these events, friends of O'Donoghue forwarded a memorial for remission of part of his
punishment on February 26, 1851. Not only was the petition
not entertained, but to emphasize refusal, O'Donoghue was
removed to a still more dismal dungeon known as the Cascades. A new move was then made in hopes of bringing the
prisoner before the Supreme Court. Although a Commission
was sent to interview O'Donoghue he thought it advisable
not to irritate Governor Denison further and stated he would
complete his term.30
The offence on Tasman's Penninsula was finished on 31
March and on April 4 O'Donoghue arrived in Hobart Town
and was marched to the penitentiary. Upon receiving his
parole for six months and a ticket-of-leave, he was ordered
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to leave the city within a week and to reside in the interior
of the island. He would have remained fourteen miles inland
at Richmond as the guest of Father Dunne, had not Denison stepped in and commanded him to live in Oatlands,
where, in O'Donoghue's own words, he could "starve at
leisure." This last move meant the death of the Irish Exile. 31
After three months in Oatlands, O'Donoghue received permission to live in Launceston. In September arrangements
for his escape from the island miscarried and he was returned to gaol until he renewed his promise to complete his
term. For a while after this he lived quietly in Launceston as
a guest of Rev. Thomas Butler. 32
It is during this more tranquil period of his life that
O'Donoghue acted like a true disciple of Father Mathew. In
the middle of 1852, when people were hastening from all
quarters of the globe to the newly discovered Australian goldfields, O'Donoghue addressed an earnest exhortation to his
emigrant countrymen to be on their guard against the
"baneful vice of drunkenness." He penned the words in "the
hope of lending a helping hand in the work of regeneration,
and thereby laying the foundation of great, free, and united
states in the Southern Hemisphere .... " 33
This vein of orderliness was not to last long. By late summer of 1852 O'Donoghue was once again defending an Irishman's honour. When an official made an uncomplimentary
reference to Charles Gavan Duffy O'Donoghue took up the
challenge and threatened to publish detrimental information
in his possession concerning the official's previous career.
Here the Lieutenant Governor stepped in and without a trial
or explanation, O'Donoghue was hurried off to the Cascades
penal station where he was forced to toil three months in a
chain gang. His friends determined at all costs that this time
O'Donoghue should be rescued. 3'
On 1 November, 1852, the prisoner was ordered to return
to Launceston and on the way he disappeared. After six
weeks in concealment he was stowed away on the Y arra Y arra. By December 22 he was received in Melbourne. Not too
long after this he was taken from Sydney to Tahiti, and
thence to San Francisco on the Otranto. The unfortunate
O'Donoghue was in America for but two years when he died
in New York City on 22 January, 1854. 35
Patrick O'Donoghue's stormy career as an Irish rebel most
certainly had its effect on the man. In his devotion to Ireland's cause he sacrificed his health, his property and his
family affections. And while he may have walked blindly
into the insurrectionary situation in Tipperary, the same
could not be said of his behaviour as an exile. To the contrary, the banishment to Van Dieman's Land seems to have
awakened in O'Donoghue a still greater commitment to his
homeland and fellow countrymen. It is perhaps for this later
commitment that Ireland is most indebted to Patrick
O'Donoghue.
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WHO WAS McEVOY?
By 0. Snoddy
LORENCE MONTEITH LYNCH, author of The
Mystery Man of Banna Strand (New York, 1959)
is often thought of and referred to, even on the
dust jacket of her own book, as the daughter of Robert
Monteith, the man who accompanied Casement on his
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McEvoy

last trip to Ireland in the Ur 9.
A reading of her book e.g. pp. r 9-2 r and p. 28,
though the references to herself are in the third person,
shows that she was in fact the 2nd daughter of Mary
Florence Burke and David McEvoy.
McEvoy was aged 34 when he was murdered in Quebec on 22 October 1907. Robert Monteith married
McEvoy's widow in 1909. Monteith's own book, Casement's Last Adventure, gives no clue as to the identity
of McEvoy and indeed in referring to Florence as "My
daughter" (p.4 Chicago 1932 edn., p.6 Dublin 1953 edn.)
adds to the general confusion.
One is left then with Mrs. Lynch's book. On p.18 we
learn that -McEvoy was "a graduate of Brompton Oratory in London" (past pupil is probably meant) and
that "He was a journalist on a Dublin Daily paper, and
the sports editor of the Evening Mail: later, he added to his work the Gaelic page of the Weekly Irish
Packet" (the magazine named the Irish Packet is probably meant) and that "he was the honorary clerk of the
chapel" at Westland Row.
On p. r 9 we learn that he was an only child and that
his parents, David and Mary, "had moved from Carlow to settle in Dublin in a big house" and that before
his emigration to Canada to take up a managerial
position at the Montreal Laurentide Paper Mills he
had been 'manager of the "Paper and Ink" at the
Freeman's Journal.'
The only other reference to the family is on p.27
where grandfather McEvoy is portrayed as somewhat
of an ogre, blocking legacies and refusing to enter Monteith's house - he obviously did not approve of tough
Robert.
It would be interesting if readers of Carloviana could
find out more ,information about the life and writings
of this 'unknown' Carlow journalist.

A SURVEY OF THE PRE-NORMAN

Stone Crosses of Co. Carlow
By Mrs. B. Fitzmaurice .
LTHOUGH Carlow is the second smallest
county in Ireland it has fifteen crosses and the
bases of several others remaining from pre-Norman times thus giving it one of the heaviest concentrations of these monuments in the country.
All these crosses are of granite, very plain and exhibit
little or no carving. Some of them are in overgrown
positions and have been virtually lost for a number of
years. We have been lucky in that, during the last couple of years, two new crosses have been discovered and
recorded. One of these, that at Quinagh, is extremely
unusual and nothing like it is known.
It is almost impossible to date these crosses and there
have been many arguments as to whether the Latin
cross precedes the Celtic or not. I believe that the examples in Carlow are contemporary and probably belonged to communities that could not afford the more elaborate Celtic form.
There are three main types of crosses in uhe,,<Wunty.
The cross at Rathvilly and the west cross at Clonmore
are heavy and clumsy in style. Both give the impression of massiveness and have little elegance about
them. Those further south appear much lighter and are
better proportioned. Some have a little figure carving.
In the north of the county are three Latin crosses, all
rather crude monuments. Two of the crosses are broken
and only the shafts remain.
This list may not be complete and if anyone knows
of any more crosses I beg them to let me know so that
they may be recorded.

A

ACAUN
In the townland of Tobinstown. In the old graveyard attached to Acaun church, the upper part of a
Latin cross approximately two feet above ground. No
decoration. The cross is heavy in appearance.

there were once two crosses now there is only one. A
small Latin cross, two feet high and eighteen inches
across. No decoration. There is a tradition that some
person once took one of these crosses and erected it
over the grave of a friend at Kilranalagh graveyard but
that the next morning it was back again in Kilbracken.
KILDREENAGH
The head and part of the shaft of a Celtic cross set
in the fence of a lane. The head is about three feet, ten
inches wide and bears traces of a figure carved on it.
It has a solid recessed ring. The shaft has a lattice pattern carved on it.
KILLERIG
A previously unrecorded cross in the graveyard attached to Killerig church. A Latin cross, twenty inches
high. It has been re-used in modern times and the east
face has been cut smooth and inscribed with the initials T.K. and an inscribed cross.
GARRYHUNDEN
Situated in a burial ground at Killogan. A broken
cross, five feet high, in three pieces - base, part of the
shaft and the upper part of the head. It is very similar
to that at Nurney both in size and in decoration, having the same central boss and roll moulding. In the
J.R.S.A.I., March 1893 there is a report from Col.
Vigors, Hon. Local Secretary for Co. Carlow : The remains of a hereto unknown ( ?) stone cross have been
discovered during the past summer at an old burial
ground called Killogan .... It was buried in the ground
and it is proposed to have it re-erected on its base
whenever the burial ground is enclosed so that cattle
would not knock the cross down again." The cross is still
on the ground and overgrown with grass and nettles.

West cross. In the graveyard attached to the Church
of Ireland church, a plain Celtic cross eight feet six
inches high with a small ring.
South cross. About five feet of the shaft of a cross
stand in a graveyard across the road from the above.
The ordnance survey letters state that in 1839 the upper
part was partially sunk in the ground and has a drawing of a very finely wrought Celtic-type head with a
smaller Celtic cross carved at the intersection of the
arms. It states that it was broken in 1798. Unfortunately this head is now missing.

LEIGHLINBRIDGE
Townland of Orchard. Part of a Celtic cross, three
feet high, in a field called the church field. Again similar to that at Nurney. In the same report of Col. Vigors
quoted above, he reports this cross as being unknown
at the time. He appends a drawing showing the cross
substantially as it is now but standing on its base which
has a curious boss on one side. He says that on the
central boss on the west side (now hidden) the remains
of a face can be traced. He also reports that in the corner of the field next to the road there is a holy well.
Unfortunately this appears to have been filled in when
the new road was made.

KILBRACKEN.
Townland of Knocklishenbeg. In a disused graveyard

LORUM
In a field a few perches to the N.E. of the present
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Church of Ireland church are about two feet of the
shaft of a cross. The Ordnance Survey letters state that
there was once a round tower there.
NURNEY
In a field to the north of the Church of Ireland
church. A very well preserved cross. It is approximately
six feet high and stands on a base two feet high. It has
a large central boss and rope moulding. There is a solid
recessed ring. Originally three crosses stood there but
now there is only one and the base of another.
OLD LEIGHLIN
Situated two hundred yards to the west of the
cathedral at the site of a holy well. A Celtic cross, four
feet six inches high with a pierced ring and traces of
roll moulding. Local tradition is that a meetin:,; took
place here between St. Lazerian and St. Finbar of Cork
and that the cross commemorates the meeting.

QUINAGH
On the site of an old Monastery. This is one of the
crosses which was not previously recorded. It is a very
curious monument and could possibly be a rustic copy
of a Celtic cross by somebody who was not very skilled.
It is a circular pierced head, three feet six inches in
diameter and approximately eight to ten inches thick,
with holes six to seven inches in diameter. There are.
about six inches of the shaft above ground. The cross is
slightly raised from the ring and there appear to be two
concentric rings inscribed on the ring, these may continue down the shaft. The cross is known locally as the
four holed gravestone and there is a tradition that
when any member of the families of the parish dies,
lights show in the holes.
RATHVILLY
In the townland of Waterstown. On the site of one
of the earliest churches in the county, supposed locally
to have been founded soon after St. Patrick's visit here.
A heavy cross, seven feet high with a solid recessed ring
and roll moulding.
ST. MULLINS
The only cross which has definite figure carving. The
carving on the east face is probably the crucifixion. The
west face is decorated with spirals. The work is very
heavy and clumsy.
TULLOW

l:

Quinagh Cross

Now mounted over a well in the burial ground on the
site of the Priory it came originally from a field
adjoining. It is the head of a cross three feet six inches
wide with a solid recessed ring. It has one very unusual
feature in the moulding on the ring of the cross is carried through the arms.

DUBLIN-KILKENNY STAGE
OHN WALSH, who keeps the Kilkenny stage coach,
gives notice, that he will set out from Dublin and
Kilkenny precisely at 7 o'clock in the morning, on
every Monday and Thursday, during the summer, and
run through in two days (accidents excepted). Twenty
pounds weight of luggage will be allowed to every person, and one penny per pound will be paid for all
weight over.
The coach will continue to set out at 6 o'c in the
morning, 'till 25th of March next, and all persons who

J
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take seats are to be ready at that time, or losse their
passages. The rates are as formerly, viz. 12s. from Dublin to Kilkenny, ros. to Leighlinbridge, gs. to Carlow,
8s. to Castledermot, 7s. to Timolin, 5s. 5d. to Kilcullen, and 4s. to Naas.
N.B. Said Walsh gives note that he will not be answerable for any money, goods, etc., given in charge to
the coachman, which are his perquisite.
Extract from "Pue's Occurances" vol. XXXV No. 8.
January 1737-8, published in J.K.A.S. vol. 3. 1854-5.
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St. Laurence O'Toole
By Joseph Clinton
LAURENCE O'TooLE was descended from Ugaire
Mor, 27th in descent from Mileseus and Ardri of
Ireland for 40 years. The common ancestor of the
Leinster tribes died 570 B.C. was buried in the Royal
relig of Cruachan, the present Co. Roscommon. He had
22 sons and 3 daughters.
An old Irish poem tells he divided his kingdom into
equal parts between his 25 children.
He survived all his sons but 2, Laoghaire and Cobhthach Calmbreagh, who in turn succeeded him, dwelling at Dinnrigh near Old Leighlin on the Barrow.
To his grandsons Labrah Lonseach we owe the name
of Leinster. Substituting the old name Gailean, he introduced the long green spear called laigean from foreign
countries.
About the beginning of the Christian era lived Tuathal Teachtmar, 26th in line from Ughaire M6r, he
was monarch of Ireland 76 A.D. to 106 A.D. He made
Tara the fixed residence of the Ardri which continued
for 6 centuries, it was he who introduced the Boru or
tribute which lasted for 5 centuries and was the cause
of all contentions. This cow tax was remitted by Finnachta Teadach at the request of St. Moling, 693 A.D.
It was later re-imposed by Brian Boru.
Cormac Mac Cullinan was killed at the battle of Ballaghmoon as a result of this Boru 906 A.D. He willed
that he be buried in Castledermot. Cachair Mor, 5th in
descent from Tuathal from him descended all the kings
of Leinster. Fiacha, his youngest of ten sons was left all
the country about Wexford. From him are descended all
the Princely families MacMurrough Kavanaghs,
O'Toole, O'Byrnes, etc.
St. Laurence O'Toole, the son of Maurice O'Toole
and the eldest daughter of the O'Byrne was born 1128,
at a place near Castledermot called Garbh Tameach
not identified. Maurice O'Toole governed the land
around Kilkea, the Ui Muiridaig territory. He was entrusted to the care of Donncad O'Connor, Lord of
Kildare and chief of Ui Failge. The fostering was considered fitting and proper for a chieftain's son. He spent
IO years with O'Connor. About this time Dermot Mac
Murrough was losing his power, he swooped on the
O'Connor his enemy, and demanded Laurence as a
hostage. Laurence was kept in captivity in a wild district near Ferns. He was treated very harshly by Mac
Murrough. After 2 years he was released reluctantly.
Mac Murrough sent him to Glendalough where he
eventually became a novice in the monastery. He was
raised to the Priesthood by Bishop Gilla na Naemh II.
In 1153 Laurence was made Abbot of Glendalough,
there is also an account that he was also Abbot of Castledermot, a description of Laurence by a contemporary, "he combined purity of life with high intellectual
attainments."
Lauretice was famous for his charity.
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On the death of Gregory, Archbishop of Dublin, Laurence was nominated his successor. He
was consecrated by Gilla Mac De, better known
as Gelasius the Primate.
St. Laurence was constantly urging the Irish
chiefs to forget their differences and unite.
Henry II was casting coveteous eyes on Ireland.
His opportunity came as a result of the brotherin-law of Laurence who appealed to Henry for
help. The Norman-Welsh invasion need not be
gone into here.
St. Laurence with Cathal, Archbishop of Armagh, went as ambassadors for Roderick O'Connor. The visit resulted in the Treaty of Windsor.
History itself tells how long the Treaty lasted.
St. Laurence with 5 other Prdates attended the
Lateran Council at Rome, he was very kindly
received by Pope Alexander III.
St. Laurence died at Eu, Normandy, on the 14th
November.
Pope Honorus III published the Bull of Canonisation.
St. Laurence was the last Irish man who was
Archbishop of Dublin. No more than 6 Irishmen
have occupied the See of Dublin. For more than
500 years all the elected were not of Irish descent. St. Laurence is the Patron Saint of the
Diocese of Dublin.

I would be very grateful to any of your readers who
can give me any information about. The only facts at
hand at present are :
1, Farran O'Neill. 2, Lord Nellan O'Neill petitioned
Richard II permission to trade in Castledermot.
3, Demetrius Oge O'Neill and Lysagh O'Connor asked pardon in the Franciscan monastery of Castledermot.
4, 1552 A.D. Nelan O'Neill, Donnell O'Neill and Art
O'Neill, sons of the Prior O'Neill were granted pardons
for joining the Kavanagh rebellion.
5, Neill O'Neill alias Mac Prior O'Neill of Kilcarragh
(Kilcary) in the Parish of Moyacomb handed over to
Gerald Earl of Kildare (1572 A.D.) "the great wood
and lands called Ayllagh Knock in Clonegal in the Farran O'Neill country, he appointed as his attorneys
Maurice and Thomas Fitzgerald sons of Walter Fitzgerald.
1582. Niall Mac Prior O'Neill and his son Donnell were
also granted pardon. Both were from Killcarragh.
The Ven. Benjamin Neale of Mount Neale, Archdeacon of Leighlin died 1732, his daughter Martha, heiress of Benjamin married John Strafford of Baltinglass
whose descendents were the Earls of Aldborough, etc.
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News Round-Up 1970
By M. Smyth

,..ro THE young people of Carlow and to many of their
elders the "happening" of the year must surely have
been the opening of the long-awaited Swimming Pool.
For many, the pleasure of realisation was no doubt
heightened by anticipation, for this pool had begun to
resemble the pot of gold at the rainbow's end. As far back
as 1964 plans were complete, and public subscription in
a healthy state, but bedevilled by bureaucracy the wheels
of progress ground almost to a halt. In August '69 work
began, and in July of this year Carlow's swimming pool became a reality. A reality which sparkled and shone with
what seemed myriads of happy youngsters, earth-bound for
years, but revelling now in the new freedom of another
element. If it be a fact, as it seems to be, that Carlow
possesses an unusually high percentage of children and
young people, the amazing thing is how for all these years
we have managed to exist without this amenity. Initiation
in the deep waters of the Barrow was not for everyone, nor
at the present time is it particularly desirable. Here in the
Park is the pleasant and painless way to become amphibious.
All credit to the hardworking Pool Association and Urban
Councillors who stayed the course for so long, and a grateful
thought for George Bernard Shaw to whose generosity we
owe the Park itself.
To see our home as others see it is an exercise in imagination. We grow so used to the eyesores, and so blind to the
beauty that our verdict tends to suffer from lack of the
critical faculty. As this applies equally to the town we live
in, it may come as a surprise to hear Carlow described recently by a very distinguished lecturer as "a splendid
example of an 18th century country town, spoiled a little
by 19th century additions." With no competence to evaluate
the individualities of the earlier centuries I am confining my
observations to the Carlow of the later 20th century. Today
its boundaries lie far outside those of even a decade ago.
Along every road out of town are the new homes, many quite
beautiful and each evincing an owner's sense of pride. There
have grown up whole new communities such as the already
well established one at Rathnapish (97 houses), Monacurragh
(64), Riverside (78) and at Green Road (60). These estates
are still growing or are capable of expansion. In addition
contractors are already at work on a U.D.C. scheme of
182 houses at Paupish which would seem to entail a new
road from the Burrin side to Tullow Rd. Sometimes in an
effort to avoid the daily overdose of carbon monoxide which
town walks entail I take this quiet route home across the
fields and the Fair Green to Staplestown Rd., and have
come to feel that those whose lot it will be to live in this
area will have the best of both worlds, a feeling of open
countryside combined with proximity to all services. In this
context it is interesting to speculate if that small winding
road beside the Burrin will soon catch the eye of the housebuilders. It would seem to have possibilities in addition to
its scenic position which is unrivalled.
Incidentally our two most recent new roads provide much
aesthetic pleasure in addition to relieving traffic problems.
I refer to Kennedy Avenue and the Link Road. It is good
to stand at the top of Kennedy Avenue and look down
that fine vista, bordered by the trees of the Burrin on one
side and dignified state offices on the other, and at the far
end .a tall old Georgian house over whose steep rooftop peer
the battlements of a Norman Castle. The effect of the Loop
Road is one of dean-cut functional lines, smooth lawns sur-
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rounding the Research Laboratory of C.S.E.; a road capable
of servicing equally well the seasonal activities of the busy
Erin Foods plant and the thousands who regularly throng
to Dr. Cullen Park. Along this road lie sites for industrial
development which, if we are lucky, can enlarge still further
the town potential.
So much for the panoramic view of Carlow in 1970. In
that wide landscape many things have been happening during
the year which perhaps merit more than the ephemeralnotice in a newspaper. One such was the opening on 13th
September of the magnificent gymnasium of the Carlow Youth
Centre. The work and planning which such a venture entailed has been going on quietly and steadily, and for the
most part unsuspected, since 1967. Now as a lasting monument to the unceasing endeavours of Fr. Fingleton, the
Chaplain, and Bill Fenlon, President of the local St. Vincent
de Paul Society, the Centre possesses the biggest gymnasium
in the country, costing £30,000, seating 2000 and accommodating over 1000 spectators at every indoor game you can
mention and even some which are traditionally outdoor.
Large as is the money involved in the building, the investment of charity and brotherly love by those who worked
so hard for the project is more amazing-a wholesome
lesson in community spirit.
The same consideration for humanity is evidenced in the
work of countless people who in their own ways helped
towards the opening in September of a special school on
Browneshill Rd., for the mildly handicapped children of the
county. During the past three years £11,000 has been collected by the most diverse methods ranging from a film
premire to several charity walks which in themselves
achieved the amazing sum of £2,180, the contribution of
the physically well-endowed towards those less fortunate. The
present school, though a temporary one, is already justifying
itself, 57 children attending daily. The Parents and Friends
Committee hope that next year will see them in their permanent school on the Dublin Road.
For four days in July Carlow as far as possible forgot its
urban background and went hayseed in gingham and denim.
They were the days of the Town and County Fair, a
gay mixture of bands, barbecue and barndance; sports, swimming and speed boat racing. The serious purpose of the
Fair was demonstrated by the industrial parade conducted
through the town by local bands, a mobile exhibition of
Carlow products and activities. Week's end brought the fireworks on the Barrow, a rare treat in these parts, and the
end of a bright and carefree few days. We look forward to
next year's.
As a corrective to festival euphoria it is as well to mention here that this year the Carlow Town Rate is 89 /- as
against 46/6 in 1960 when I first began these annual notes.
Our Junior Traffic Wardens took star billing on Telefis
Eireann this year when the scheme was inaugurated. They
operate at peak hours in groups of six at the busy Station
Road crossing where previously the sight of vast numbers
of boys, fresh out of custody, was enough to strike terror
into the heart of many a learner driver. The first boy wardens in Ireland-they are doing an excellent job and are
an inspiration to boys in other towns.

Carlow's part in the '98 rebellion came vividly into focus
during a visit here of the Military History Society of Ireland
this autumn, when Sr. Duggan, M.A., a native of the town,
described the tragic happenings of that awful May day. The
guests were then tak~n by Mr. Oliver Snoddy, M.A., another
townsman on a tour of the terrain involved, from Shamrock Square to Tullow St., and the lanes and sidestreets
through which the trapped insurgents tried to escape. It
was a tale of heroism and treachery, a sad ending to the
high hopes that must have existed when the password to
the Provincial Directory of the United Irishmen was "Has
Ivers yet from Carlow come?" The visit of the Society left
us with a heightened awareness of the places here whose
very stones speak history.
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We Irish are often castigated and with some reason,
on the neglected condition of many of our graveyards, and
we are too apt to justify his state of affairs with the facile
,explanation that we are more concerned with our spiritual
destination than with the location of our mortal remains.
The newly-formed Graves Visitation Committee will be a
help in instilling the proper respect that is due to all God·,
acres. This year they held their first Visitation Day, when
the procession, led by an F .C.A. colour party laid wreaths
at the Croppy Graves in Graiguecullen, at the Poor
People's Plot in St. Mary's cemetery and on the tombs of
Bishop O'Keeffe, founder of Carlow College and James
Lawless a veteran of 1798 in the Old Graves. It is good
to learn that the Urban Council proposes to get to work on
that historic spot beside the Barrow-it is worthy of a civic
effort to give it its proper place in our perspective.
Only if the wind be southerly and the day fine can we
in the northern reaches of the town hear the sounding of
the hour from the Cathedral clock-we receive :as,,it were
only fringe reception. Our position is now remedied-every
hour on the hour come the notes of our own local transmitter, the clock of St. Dympna's now happily reconditioned
after a silence of over 30 years. There is a happy reassurance in those chimes especially in the night, and we arc
indebted to those who decided on their restoration.
The roof of St. Mary's Church is also in need of repair,
and energetic plans are on foot to find the £5,000 necessary.
A most successful concert in St. Dympna's was a splendid
way of bringing out the inherent goodwill of the townspeople, who will support any effort to preserve this ancient
church, the repository of much of Carlow's history.
Graiguecullen seems to have established a tradition of
continuity where its teachers are concerned. There was the
dynastic era of the Fenlons which covered a span of several
generations, an era whose echoes are still strong in many
homes. Sean O'Leary, energetic secretary of the O.C.S.,
though not a Graigue-man fell easily into the same tradition,
and this year saw the completion of his work among that
warm-hearted community. In his 48 years in Graiguecullen
School he has seen pupils attain distinction in Church, State,
and commerce and at the function to mark his retirement
and that of his colleague Frank Lombard, many of these
were present to speak of the debt they owed to both teachers.
Since neither is likely to take the word "retirement" at its
face value, may we wish them a long and happy period in
this new sphere.
The phrase "Conservation Year" is heard often enough
these days, and one wonders as we go towards the end of
the year, if the words are being translated into any kind of
action. To tell the truth there is not much visible sign. One
winces at the sight of woodland devastated without apparently a word of remonstrance from authority. Rivers are
regarded as handy dumps as are country roads and mountain
glens.;. and what is worse, monstrous concrete lounge bars
and dance halls deface picturesque villages and countryside without the slightest feeling for the overall effect. Laws
seem useless to deal with the attitude of mind which can

perpetrate such crimes-change must start, as politicians
are prone to say, at the grass roots. The most detestable of
the petty offenders are the litter louts, and the sad truth is
that it does not seem from one's own experience that a single
schoolchild has ever learned to bring his rubbish home.
It is hoping for too much to expect that in later years
these same children, grown to maturity, will have so changed
their values as to cherish and preserve what is beautiful
and worthy and irreplaceable.
Our own Barrow is by most standards a lovely river winding through pleasant valleys and between wooded steeps on
its way to meet the tidal waters at St. Mullins. But it
suffers as do most rivers from the evil of the timespollution. There are sad stories of dead swans and fisheven dead eels "than which" says one fisherman "there is
nothing harder to kill". Industrial effluent and urban sewage
are the known causes, so it is fitting that in this European
Conservation Year, our biggest industry, the Irish Sugar
Company is spending £300,000 on a plant to eliminate pollution. This will be of limited benefit if other concerns do not
follow suit, including and most importantly, the sewerage
of Carlow which requires the immediate installation of a
purification plant.
A pos1t1ve gesture towards conservation was made by
Carlow Game Council with the approval of the Institute
for Agriculture when the reeds in the large lake in Oak Park
were blasted in August to provide breeding space for mallard
and a sanctuary for them and other species. Mention of birds
reminds me of that ill-fated starling who flew to our
shores and was found dead in December by Martin Monks of
Browneshill Rd. It bore a tag from Copenhagen Zoological
Museum, and Martin has informed them of its final restingplace.
A distinguished VIS!tor to Carlow in May was Michael
Mac Liammoir, here to stage his one-man show "The Importance of Being Oscar". He was accorded a civic reception
and played to packed houses on the two nights of his stay.
If it is not irreverent to mention it in the same paragraph,
Dana the 17-year-old singer from Derry's Bogside was given
a tumultuous welcome on arriving to fill an engagement
here just after winning the Eurovision Song Contest in
March. What one might consider a more improbable group
of visitors descended on Carlow in the same month. They
were twenty Russian footballers from the Ukraine who visited
our local team Greenburrin for a sporting weekend. They
presented their hosts with a medalion of a Russian hero, and
left for Limerick promising to return soon.
A prom1smg young sports star has risen on our horizon
in the form of Beatrice Lambert of Dublin St., the county's
Athlete of the Year. She achieved the amazing feat of
winning the under-13, 15 and 17 events at the Eastern
Regional Juvenile cross-country championships in March,
and the under-13 event in the All-Ireland BLOE Juvenile
Championships in Dublin in April. Small wonder that she
takes her place as Carlow's Athletics Star of the Year. Congratulations to her and to Des Whitty of Carlow Rowing
Club who wears the Rowing Star.
The ordination of Fr. Paul Bradley, late of Carlow brings
to four the vocations from the same class in the Christian
Brothers School. Fr. Bradley has gone to Korea, Fr. Tom
Fenlon and Br. Paul Meaney are both in Africa, and Fr.
Joe McDermott is in Knockbeg College. They are worthy
sons of a fine school.
A walk round the three blocks of the new Technical
College, with a fresh October breeze blowing across the
Barrow from the Slievemargy Hills could be quite a substitute for prescribed exercise. They are large, very large,
set in already verdant lawns, with ample space from plenty
of playing fields. The College has already opened for certain courses but will not function fully for a few years as
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further courses are introduced. Then, according to the Minister of Education it "will provide and confer degrees of full
University status". Eventually the facilities will include Technical Library, Lecture Theatre, Language Laboratory, Computer, Canteen and Gymnasium. What worlds away from
that Georgian-fronted building in Dublin St., where it all
started!
And when it is eventually vacated could one suggest a
more suitable use for that same Georgian-fronted building
than that it should become the Museum of the Old Garlow
Society's dreams, the Carlow House of Fr. P. J. Brophy's
constructive reflections? We can dream about it anyway.
We of the Old Carlow Society suffered a feeling of deep
personal loss by the sudden death on Christmas morning
of our friend Donal Godfrey. We cannot claim that he
belonged to us alone-his amazing talents and down-toearth advice were at the disposal of many groups and
societies. But this journal for many years has borne the imprint of his artistry, our lectures and functions have been
animated by the colour and perfection of his film work,
and our outings took on a greater depth and significance
seen through his artist's eye. His first movie effort in 1965
"The Hazel Wood" a poem of Yeats, filmed in Oak Park
won a movie magazine prize and the last film we were to
see, the Vintage Festival '69 was, in its scope and soundtrack a highly professional production. If for no other
reason he will be always with us in this film, in an earlier
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one made for the Society "Our Town", and in the collection of photos of Old Carlow which he made for the
Society's exhibition in 1969. As a tribute to his memory,
this Society has founded the Donal Godfrey Memorial Prize
for essays written by students in Co. Carlow on local historical themes. To us his loss is almost irreparable - we
shall remember and mourn him always.
I feel that most Carlow people realise they have an outstanding local newspaper, but if the virtuosity of the Nationalist itself has failed to impress them I suggest they watch
Newsbeat on a few Tuesdays and observe how Frank Hall
has come to rely on it for witty and vivacious material.
Last November the paper won much wider acclaim when
a special prize for good design was presented to the Editor
Mr. Bergin by the British Newspaper Design Award. "The
Nationalist", says the report, "so impressed all of us that
we gave it this year's Special Award". This is plain confirmation of our own opinion of course, but in addition
we learn from the report that the experts found the masthead worthy of particular praise. "Few weekly papers anywhere in these islands have so distinguished a title piece".
Good to hear such commendation of what is really a part
of our lives: and congratulations to all concerned.
These are but a few of the memories which 1970 has left
us. Next year we turn towards decimalisation and the first
faltering steps towards the European community. Whatever
changes may be in store Carlow seems to be preparing to
meet them.
October 1970.

The Election of 1841
Or Reign of Terror in Carlow
Continued from page 24

So ended this hard fought Election with another victory, by a short head, for the old die-hard ascendancy.
Perhaps the outstanding feature is the extent of the intimidation adopted by both sides and the pressure
which was exerted on the voters, especially upon the
unfortunate Roman Catholic free-holders. It is interesting, too, to find that both parties, despite their efforts, were in some cases, at least, disappointed at the
booths.
The Repealers had foreseen the need to be able to
provide financial assistance for tenants who voted
against their landlords and an indemnity fund of several thousand pounds was collected in subscriptions
for this purpose. The fact that it was needed is susgested by a passage in Col. Bruen's speech after election where he said that he had incurred great expense
in defending that which was dearest to them all - their
liberties - but this expense should now be defrayed by
the recovery of debts which might otherwise not have
been demanded; if they paid him the debts they owed
him, well and good, if not at least he hoped he would
be allowed to get his land, and he would take care to
place on it men who would respect law and order.
Apparently some at least of his tenants had dared to
vote against him.
DEFECTIONS
On the other side, even John O'Connell admitted that
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the Repealers lost the Election because of the defection of some of their "caged birds."
Actual cases are given in the contemporary accounts
of freeholders who were ushered to the polling booths
under the close escort of the Agitators but who at the
last moment "threw their Certificates across and demanded protection" or "crossed under the table to the
Conservative side" or "escaped to the Conservative
side"; riots in the Court ensued and after order had
been restored the Assessor asked the voters if they were
under any restraint. In one case, for instance, the voter
answered that he had been until that day under restraint. The assessor then inquired what side he wished
to be at and was answered "At the side I am at now"
which was followed by cheers and laughter. The voter
then polled for Col. Bruen and Mr. Bunbury.

In these days of universal suffrage and voting by
secret ballot, the extraordinary aspects of the 1841 Election for County Carlow have, perhaps, little more
than academic interest. But whatever our political outlook may be our sympathies must go out to the unfortunate freeholder, who whether he liked it or not was
obliged to provide a "joint-tenancy" in his vote with
everyone else not only in the County Carlow but apparently also in the County Kilkenny. In particular, we
should sympathise with the Catholic freeholders
who found themselves placed on the horns of a vicious
dilemma - if they even contemplated voting Conservative they were persecuted and pilloried both before
and after, and yet they were threatened with eviction
if they didn't.

Secretary's Report
/

for the year 1969-'70

D

past year the Old Carlow Society has continued to progress. Membership has steadily increased.
The financial position is entirely satisfactory. A fine
series of papers was read during the Winter Session
and enjoyed by packed audiences. The various outings during
the Summer were most enjoyable from the social as well
,as the instructive points of view. Our contacts during the
year, with similar societies, in Dublin, Wexford, Kilkenny and
Galway have been most stimulating. Our only regret is
that we have not yet got any nearer to having a Museum
in Carlow.
URING THE

By Sean O'Leary

they took in the work of the society. He paid a well-deserved
tribute to the late Donal Godfrey whose unexpected and
untimely death had deprived the Society of an indefatigable
worker who had given such wonderful service since the
foundation of the Society.
Treasurer, T. Smyth, reported that the financial position
was very satisfactory and Secretary, S. O'Leary gave details
of the various activities since the last General Meeting.
Editor, T. Brophy gave an account of the sales of the
1969 Carloviana. He said that the cost of production would
be greater in 1970 and accordingly that the price of
Carloviana would have to be increased.

PAPERS
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
On 26 November, 1969, Mr. Thomas Clarke opened the
Winter Season with a paper "Mediaeval Carlow (1200-1400)"
This dealt with the social life of the Carlow district in these
centuries and it gave the members wonderful insight into the
way the ordinary people lived at that period.
On 11 December Mr. Patrick Doran of the Wexford
Archaeological Society read a fascinating paper entitled
"South Wales and the Normans". This was illustrated by
slides and Mr. Doran in his own inimitable style dealt
with the country which the Normans left in the 12th century to land in Wexford. In his talk Mr. Doran pointed
out the similarity between the Castles and religious foundations in South Wales and Ireland.
On 21 January, 1970, Mrs. Brian FitzMaurice, gave a
delightful talk on the "Ancient Crosses of Co. Carlow." In
her discourse Mrs. Fitzmaurice gave all the information she
had gleaned in six years' research work and she showed all
the slides she herself had taken of the many interesting
monuments in the county. In the regretted absence of the
late Donal Godfrey, Mr. Brian Fitzmaurice was in charge
of the projector.
Mr. John Moriarty, N.T., M.C.C., read a paper on
26 February entitled "The First Land League Meeting in
Co. Carlow". In his paper Mr. Moriarty dealt with the
various plantations, the Famine years and the stirring history
of the Land War Period. He also told of the difficulties
which had to be surmounted before the first meeting of the
Land League was staged in Tullow. The members were
particularly interested in the names of people who were
active in organising the meeting.
On Thurday, 19 March new ground was broken, when
seven members each gave a short talk on a historical subject. The varied choice of subjects gave us one of the most
enjoyable and instructive nights of the session: -Mrs. M.
Kelly, "Bunratty Castle"; Miss K. Sheehan, "Castledermot
Priory"; Miss M. O'Neill, "Co. Carlow in 1840"; Mrs. M.
Pender, "Duckettsgrove"; Mrs. A. O'Hanlon, "Cahir Healy";
Mrs. Canavan, "The Butler Family"; L. Bolton, "Escape
from Mountjoy."
The experiment proved so successful that it was the opinion
of all present that a similar programme be staged in the
coming season.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held on 30 April. ViceChairrnan, Alec Bums, in the absence through illness of
Chairman, H. Fennell, gave a short resume of the year's
activities. He complimented the members on the interest

Mr. Alec Burns was appointed Chairman and Miss M.
T. Kelly and Mrs. B. FitzMaurice, vice-chairmen; T.
Smyth, Treasurer; E. Brophy, Editor, and S. O'Leary,
Secretary.
New members appointed to the Committee were: Sr. M.
Brigid, Mrs. M. Pender, Mr. P. Hunt, Mr. B. Ellis and
Mr. B. Nolan.
Mr. H. Fennell and Miss Alice Treacy were appointed
Life Vice-Presidents as a tribute to the great work they had
done for the Society, since its inception.
Delegates to Arts Council: Miss M. T. Kelly and Mr.
B. Ellis.
ESSAY COMPETITION
It was decided to have an Annual Essay Competition for
Post-Primary pupils in memory of the late Donal Godfrey
-the essary to deal with some aspect of the history of Co.
Carlow. A sub-committee was appointed to deal with the
competition.
ANNUAL OUTING
The Annual Outing took place on Sunday, 7 June to
Galway. Miss Nuala Hanley of the Old Galway Society conducted the party to the many interesting places in the City
of the Tribes. Having visited Eyre Square, Spanish Arch,
Lynch's Castle, U.C.G. and the new Cathedral, the party
spent a delightful evening in Salthill.
SUMMER AFTERNOON OUTINGS
On 12 July the Society visited The Museum in Enniscorthy and Duiske Abbey in Graignamanagh where Mr. T.
A. Hughes, President of Kilkenny Archaeological Society
gave a most informative talk and dealt with the proposed
restoration of that famous Cistercian Monastery. On the return journey the ancestral home of the McMurrough
Kavanaghs at Borris was visited.
On the evening of 16 August, Rathgall, Aghowle and
Baltinglass were visited. Mr. T. Clarke gave talks on Rathgall and Aghowle while Mrs. FitzMaurice dealt with the
Cistercian foundation in Baltinglass.
The final outing was on 20 September when Mullinahone,
birthplace of Charles Kickham was visited. There Miss T.
Phelan of Muintir na Tuaithe read a very interesting paper
on the life of the famous patriot and writer. At Killamery
Mr. T. Hoyne of Kilkenny Archaeological Society gave a
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talk on the beautiful Celtic Cross there. In Callan, the home
of Bro. Edmond Ignatius Rice, now converted into a beautiful and most interesting Museum, was visited. Rev. Bro.
Cullen, Superior of Callan C.B.S. explained all the interesting mementoes of the great educationalist and philanthropist. Our members were charmed with the beautiful
Memorial Church erected beside the 200 year old farmhouse
of the Rice family.

As the attendance was much smaller than usual the continuance of the function in future years will have to be seriously
considered.
After the dinner, Mr. Percy Le Clerc, the architect responsible for the restoration of Ballintubber Abbey and
Rothe House and for the plans for the proposed restoration
of Graignamanagh Abbey lectured on "The Norman Influence of Mediaeval Irish Architecture". His talk was
illustrated by slides.

VISIT OF OLD DUBLIN SOCIETY

t

MUSEUM
On Saturday 18 July the Old Dublin Society paid us a
visit. Before arriving in Carlow they were shown the various
historical buildings in Castledermot by Rev. R.H. Warburton
and Mr. Joseph Clinton. In Carlow they visited St. Patrick's
College, The Cathedral, Potato Market, Croppy Hole,
Killeshin, Old Leighlin Cathedral and the Black Castle at
Leighlinbridge. At St. Patrick's College, Rev. P. J. Brophy
gave them the history of the College and Cathedral. Miss
M. T. Kelly and Mr. S. O'Leary conducted the visitors
on the remainder of their itinerary. The party expressed
themselves very pleased with their visit.

ANNUAL DINNER

During the year much thought was given to the establishment of a museum in Carlow on the lines of that in Enniscorthy. It was hoped that the Old Assembly Rooms, when
vacated by the Vocational School Authorities, would be
ideal for the purpose. Lately it has been learned that it
is proposed to house the County Carlow Library there. In the
near future a public meeting will be held to ascertain
the general public's attitude to the proposed Museum.
It is to be hoped that during the coming year that a
Museum for the town will become a reality.
Dated 22nd October, 1970.

The 24th Annual Dinner was held on 15 October, 1970.

For your information: Subscription to Old Carlow Society, 10/- per annum, payable to
Hon. Treasurer, Mr. T. Smyth, Leinster Crescent, Carlow.
Society's Journal Carloviana published annually, 4/- (20 n.p.) per copy.

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS
The Editor would be interested to hear from anyone who has old photographs of Carlow
and District, no matter how faded or uninteresting these may appear to be. Such photographs sometimes print surprisingly well and may be invaluable when used as illustrations
for some article we are considering for the Journal.

,,I
l

'f

I

38

Officers and Members of the Old Carlow Society 1970-'71
PATRON
His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Patrick Lennon,
Bishop o! Kildare & Leighlin
LIFE VICE-PRESIDENTS
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Miller, D.Ph., V.F., P.P.
Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Very Rev. P. MacSuibhne, M.A., P.P., Kildare.
Mrs. M. O'Neill, Wilton Gardens, Cork
Liam D. Bergin, Editor, "N & L Times", Carlow
Mr. H. Fennell, Alma Villa, Station Read, Tullcw
Miss Alice Tracey, "Stella Maris", Athy Road,
Carlow
CHAIRMAN
Mr. Alec Burns
VICE-CHAIRMEN
Miss M. T. Kelly, Mrs. B. FitzMaurice
SECRETARY
Mr. Sean O'Leary
Mr.
Mr.

t'

TREASURER
Thomas Smyth
EDITOR
Edward Brophy

COMMITTEE
Mrs. W. J. Fenlon, Mrs. T. Smyth, Mrs. 8.
Crombie, Rev. Mother Brigid, Miss I. Macleod,
Mrs. M. Pender, Mr. F. Hutton, Mr. E. Corcoran,
Mr. M. Dooley, Mr. P. Hunt, Mr. 8. Ellis, Mr.
B. Nolan
M6MBERS
Agar, J. R. & Mrs., 13, Larkfield, Rathnapish,
Carlow.
Bagenal, J. S., Leaside, Hertingfordbury, Harts,
England.
Bolton, Liam, Keelogue, KHleshin, Carlow.
Brigid, Sr. M., Presentation Convent, Carlow.
Brophy, Edward, Rathnapish, Carlow.
Brophy, Rev. P. J., St. Patrick's Co'llege, Carlow
Browne, John, N.T., B.A., H.Dip., Ballinacarrig,
Carlow.
Burke, Jos. C. & Mrs., G.P.0., Carlow.
Burke, Liam, Crofton Hotel, Carlow.
Burke, Thomas, Sprin,gfield Drive, Carlow.
Burns, Alec & Mrs., College Street, Carlow.
Byrne, W. E., 34 Hillview Drive, Rathnapish,
Carlow.
Canavan, Mrs., St. J,oseph's Road, Carlow.
Cannon, Mrs. K., 8278 Caldwe,11 Ave., Long
Island, New York.
Carbery, D. & Mrs., Pembroke, Carlow.
Chmeler, Edward, Rathnapish, Carlow.
Collins, Mrs. c., Newbridge, Co. Kildare.
Columba, Sr. M., Clo char na Trochaire,
Ceatharloch.
Con,boy, F. J., 403 Buffalo St., Jt,haca, N.Y.
Connolly, Mrs. T., Ballyfoyle, Mageney.
Conroy, Miss M., Castle Street, Carlow.
Corcoran, E. & Mrs., J.K.L. Avenue, Carlow.
Corr, Rev. J., St. Wilfrid's, Preston.
Corr, Aid. M. J., 379 Bel,legrove Road, Welling,
Kent.
Corr, James J., 9, Bay Ridge, Parkway,
Brooklyn, N. Y.
Crombie, 8. & Mrs., Pembroke, Carlow.
Cullen, Miss M., Tullow Road, Carlow.
Deane, Miss M., St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow.
Deel an, Sr. M., Clochar na Trochaire,
Ceatharloch.
Delaney, Michael, "Radharc na Mara", Creagh,
Gorey, Co. Wei<ford.
Delaney, Mrs. N., "Renselar", Graiguecullen,
Carlow.
Dempsey, R. & Mrs., Burrin Street, Carlow.
Dillon, Mrs. J., St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow.
Dillon, Miss P., St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow.
Dillon, WiMiam, Kilcarrig Street, Bagenalstown.
Dolan, Hu·gh, 33 St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow
Dooley, Michael, 20 St. Killian's Crescent,
••Carlow.
Doorley, Michael, Cloneen, Nurney, Co. Carlow
Dowling, John, "Maryville", Burrin Street,
Carlow.

Dowling, Miss M., Clocristic, Milford, Carlow.
Doyle, Mrs. C., Sycamore Road, Rathnapish,
Carlow.
Doyle, Miss D., Pembroke, Carlow.
Doyle, James & Mrs., Ballickmoyler Road,
Carlow.
Doyle, Mrs. K., The Shamrock, Carlow.
Doyle, Misses M. & D., "lnnisfree", Station
Road, Carlow.
Doyle, Miss Nellie, Granby Row, Carlew.
Doyle, T. P. & Mrs., "Sunny Cedars", Killeshin
Road, Carlow.
Duggan, P. & Mrs., Court View, Carlow.
Duggan, W. L. & Mrs., College Street, Carlow.
Ellis, Brendan & Mrs., 21 Moanacurragh,
Carlow.
Eustace, E. A. R, Newstown, Tullow.
Farrell, Sean, St. Ila's, Blackrock, Dublin.
Fenlon, Mrs. W. J., "Riverville", Montgomery
Street, Carlow.
Fennell, H. & Mrs., Alma Villa, Station Road,
Tullow.
Fennell, Mrs. J., Thornville Guest House,
Palatine, Carlow.
Fennell, Rev. T., P.P., Catholic Church, Laura,
N.S.W. 2781, Australia.
Finegan, Mrs. A., Tullow Street, Carlow.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Des., Shinrone, Offaly.
FitzMaurice, Maj. A. J. W., Laurel Lodge,
Carlow.
FitzMaurice, Mrs. B., "St. Martin's," Hanover,
Carlow.
FitzRoy, Miss A., Montgomery Street, Carlow.
Foley, Jas. P., Gorton, Manchester, England.
Foley, Joseph, Sycamore Road, Rathnapish,
Carlow.
Giddy, E. & Mrs., Athy Road, Carlow.
Governey, Francis, "Barrowville", Carlow.
Hadden, W. V. & Mrs., "Four Winds", Tullow
Road, Carlow.
Hade, Miss P., Burrin Street, Carlow.
Hanlon, Mrs. J., College Street, Carlow.
Harvey, Mrs. P., Mill Park House, Kilbride, Co.
Carlow.
Hawkes. Miss S. ,, "The Nook", Pembroke,
Carlow.
Healy, Pat., Sycamore Road., Rathnapish,
Carlow.
Healy, R., College Street, Carlow.
Hodges, C. G., 9 Rose Court, Selby Road,
Mowbray Park, Cape., S.A.
Hosey, Gerard, Staplestown Road, Carlow.
Hosey, Joe., Governey Square, Carlow.
Hughes, Mrs. Ann.,
Kildrenagh,
Fenagh.
Hughes, James, Kildrenagh, Fenagh.
Hughes,
Mrs.
Jos.,
Kildrenagh,
Fenagh.
Hughes, P., College Street, Carlow.
Hunt, Patrick, 8.A., H.D.E., Tullow.
Hutton, Francis, Staplestown Road, Carlow.
Hyland. Mrs. Sadie, "Genazzano", Ki'lleshin
Road, Carlow.
Kealy, Brendan, Maryboro' Street,
Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Kelly, Miss M. T., "The Stream", Carlow.
Kelly, Michael & Mrs., Burrin Street, Carlow
Kelly, Mrs., Rutland, Carlow.
Kelly, Thomas, Farringdale, Long Island, N.Y.
Kennedy, Kevin & Mrs., 85, St. Mary's Park,
Carlow.
Lillis, Maj. Gen. Jas., Blackrock, Dublin.
urns, T. J. & Mrs., Lurnclone House, Fenagh.
Loftus, Mrs. G., Gurteen, Carlow
Lombard, Mrs. F., Montgomery Street, Carlow.
McCamey, George & Mrs., PaceMi Avenue,
Graiguecullen.
McDonnell, R. D. & Mrs., Dublin Stree,t, Carlow
Macleod, Miss Iona., Librarian, Carlow.
McNamara, Rev. F., The Presbytery, Carlow .
McNulty, Dr. Mary., Merrion, Dublin.
MacShamhrain, Padraigh, 52 Redesdale Road,
Blackrock, Dublin.

MacSuibhne, Rev. S., St. Patrick's College,
Carlow.
Maguire, F., Barrack Street, Carlow.
Mannion, F. & Mrs., 30 Monacurragh, Carlow.
Moore, Mrs. Eamonn, Pembroke, Carlow.
Moore, W. & Mrs., "St. Anne's", Athy Road,
Carlow.
Moriarty, John, N.T., M.C.C., Tynock, Kiltegan.
Murphy, Miss A., Barrack Street, Carlow.
Murphy, Mrs. Seamus, Pollerton Little, Carlow.
Murray, Aidan & Mrs., 25 Dublin Street, Carlow.
Murray, Ciaran, 25 Dublin Street, Carlow.
Nicholl, Vincent & Mrs., Duckett's Grove,
Carlow.
Nolan, Mr. & Mrs. B., Burrin Street, Carlow.
Molan, Miss Chrissie, Burrin Street, Carlow.
Nolan, Mrs. M., Barrack Street, Carlow.
North, Mrs., Altamont Lodge, Tullow, Co. Carlow
O'Broin, Sean, B.Agr.Sc., Stillorgan, Dublin.
O'Donnell, Hugh, Dublin Street, Carlow.
O'Hanlon, Mrs. A., "Sunnyside", Graiguecullen,
Carlow.
O'Hanlon, Mrs. J., Hanover, Carlow.
O'Keeffe, 8. & Mrs., St. Killian's Crescent,
Carlow.
O'Keeffe, Miss Mary, St. Killian's Crescent,
Carlow.
O'Laoire, An t-Athair Sean., S.0., Tig na Sagar!,
Ceatharloch.
O'Leary, Sean & Mrs., Montgomery Street,
Carlow.
Oliver, Miss 8., Dublin Street, Carlow.
Oliver, James & Mrs., 'Carraig Rua", Kilkenny
Road, Carlow.
O'Neill, Misses Lucy, Leonie & Mary, Barrack
Street, Carlow.
O'Neill, Miss Mary, G.P.O., Carlow.
O'Neill, Miss Mary, Granby Terrace, Carlow.
O'Neill, T. & Mrs., Granby Terrace, Carlow.
O'Neill, Thomas, "GayviHe", Carlow.
O'Reilly, Mrs. B. "Fruithill", Carlow.
Osborne, W. S., Bank of Ireland, Carlow.
Patricia, Sr. M., Presentation Convent, Carlow.
Pender, Mrs. Helen, Russellstown, Palatine,
Carlow.
Pender, Mrs. M., Rainstown, Palatine, Carlow.
Peter, Sr. M., Brigidine Convent, TuHow.
Peters, Mrs. S., Hyde Valley, Welwyn Garden
City, Harts., England.
Pierce, Denis, Vancouver.

Presentation Convent, Carlow.
Proctor, Thomas & Mrs., Ballaghmoon, Oak
Park, Carlow.
Purcell, Pat & Mrs., Quinagh, Carlow.
Ratusky, Mrs. J., Montgomery Street, Carlow.
Reddy, James & Mrs., Lr. Staplestown Road,
Carlow.
Reynolds, Miss K., Governey Park,
Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Ringwood, Mrs., Senior, Hanover, Carlow.
Saywell, H. E. H., Wilton Crescent, London.
Sheehan, Miss E., 2 Salisbury Gardens, Welwyn
Garden City, Harts.
Sheehan, Miss K., N.T., Burrin Street, Carlow.
Sheehan, R., Morristown, N.J., U.S.A.
Smyth, Miss Mary, 2 Leinster Crescent, Carlow.
Smyth, Michael, Newtown, Nurney, Co. Carlow.
Smyth, T. & Mrs., 2 Leinster Crescent, Carlow.
Sunderland, Miss Patricia, Centaur Street,
Carlow.
Treacy, Miss Eileen, College Street, Car,low.
Wall,
Miss 8.,
Barrack Street, Carlow.
Waldron, A. & Mrs., Frederick Avenue, Carlow.
Walsh, Miss Clare, N.T., St. Killian's Crescent,
Carlow.
Walsh, Mrs. P., Hanover Bridge, Carlow.
Walshe, Philip, Unesco, Kampala, Uganda.
Woods, James & Mrs., St. Killian's Crescent,
Carlow.
Woods, J. J. & Mrs., "Brigadoon",
31 Monacurragh, Carlow.
Woods, Miss Kitty, Rainstown, Palatine, Carlow.
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Dail Eireann: 1920
On the 17th July, 50 years ago, a receipt was issued to Mr. Patrick Murray from the Minister of Finance.
The receipt is headed: " Government of the Irish Republic. 5 per cent
Registered Certificates ( 1919-1920) (Internal) ".
A most business-like document from a Government "on the run," it bears
a rubber-stamped marking : " Fully Paid."
Another stamped marking reads: "DA I L
AIRGID," with the date again-inset.

EIREANN,"

"AIREACHT

The modest few pounds subscribed is acknowledged under the authority
of the Minister of Finance Michael O Coileain.

Murray's, 25 Dublin Street, Carlow

Kehoe's for Radios

BRADBURYS

Sole Carlow Agents for
MURPHY AND PYE RADIO
Philips, Pilot, Bush Models
also stocked

High-Class Confectioner

*

and Fancy Baker

Efficient Arter Sales Service
and

*

Repairs

to

all

Makes

*

Wedding and Christening Cakes

SERVIS AND ELECTROLUX AGENT

a Speciality

I

*

I

'i

l
f

Tullow Street
Carlow

Gerald Kehoe
Radio and Electrical Service

136 TULLOW ST., CARLOW
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Nationalist & Leinster Times Ltd.
42 Tullow Street, Carlow

")··

COLOUR AND ART PRINTERS

The most modern printing machinery in the Provinces

A Lovely Loun·ge

First-class Proficiency Diploma, Academy 0f
Gent's Hairdressing, London, 1932.
ALL CUITING INSTRUMENTS USED IN OUR

*

SALOON ARE EFFECTIVELY STERILIZED
BY SHORT WAVE ULTRA VIOLET

Finegan's
*
TULLOW STREET

RADIATION

BURNS
COLLEGE STREET
CARLOW
Gent's Hair Stylist -

CARLOW
Phone: 41233

-

Wide range of Toilet Goods

Prize-winner Mallon Cup Hairdressing Competition, Dublin, 1952.
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Graiguecullen Corn & Coal Co. Ltd.
Carlow
Dealers in

OATS

WHEAT

BARLEY

MANURES

BEST QUALITY COALS

Telephone 41639

Enquiries Invited

CRUISES

Michael Doyle

HOLIDAYS

*
Grocery and Provisions

BY AIR
ASK

US

SPECIAL
FOR

Telegrams : Corn Co., Carlow

General Hardware
FOR

OUR

Coal Merchant

BOOKLETS

FULL

DETAILS

*
THE SHAMROCK

Tully's Travel Agency
CARLOW OR GOREY

71 TULLOW STREET
CARLOW

Phones: Carlow 41257. Gorey 27

Telephone Carlow 41847

.p

,>,;_,,"M,f' ,,'.

Steel Products Ltd.
MANUFACTURERS OF

Comet Stainless Steel Razor Blades
and
Bohemian Single-Edge Blades

FOR A REALLY BIG SELECTION
OF HOUSEHOLD AND NURSERY
FURNITURE VISIT OUR LARGE
STORE
There you can walk around and
see the many designs of Modern
Furniture. It's always a pleasure
to help those either furnishing for
the first time, or refurnishing.
PLEASE ASK FOR ESTIMATES OF
CARPETS & VENETIAN BLINDS

FOR ALL GROCERIES, FRESH FRUIT,
POTATOES, VEGETABLES
IN SEASON
AT KEENEST PRICES

consult

Gerald Hosey
Retail Stores and Wholesale
Fruit Merchant

P. & M. DARCY
Drapers, House Furnishers

·· 33/35 Tullow Street

Staplestown Road
Carlow
PHONE 41562
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IT'S ECONOMICAL
TO BURN A HIGH QUALITY WELL GRADED

ANTHRACITE
SUITABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF COOKERS, STOVES, CENTRAL HEATING,
PLANTS, CORN DRYERS AND LIME BURNING KILNS

MINED LOCALLY
BY

Rossmore Collieries Ltd., Carlow
PHONE YOUR ORDERS TO CARLOW 41181

Phone 41346

;1

BRAM LEV'S
62 & 63 DUBLIN STREET

CARLOW
Agent for ROLEX Watches

*
The Fashionable GiftWATERFORD GLASS and
BELLEEK CHINA
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"Doctors, Statesmen, Sportsmen
and Editors SMOKE :
G.B.D., Dr. PLUMB & K.P. PIPES
and no wonder! they are manufactured from
1st grade material and give 100 per cent.
satisfaction"

*

'The Thinking Man Smokes a Pipe'

*

For all Smokers' Requisites

YOUR PORT OF CALL IS

CIGAR DIVAN
50 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW
Estd. 80 years

Phone 41189

co~

L. ·&, N~ TEA

83-84 Tullow St. Carlow .
FOR ALL YOUR GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS SHOP IN OUR MODERN
SELF-SERVICE STORES
OFF LICENCE DEPARTMENT. BEER, WINE & SPIRITS A SPECIALITY
OUR GREEN & WHITE STAMPS FREE WITH EVERYTHING YOU PURCHASE

SAVE AS YOU SPEND
FREE DELIVERY

BUSY BODIES WITH

PHONE 41263

(IJ.cur ~eJJing

BUSY FINGERS
The House for all Home Crafts is the one
for you
Sea-grass, Stools, Crinothene, Wire Frames,
Raffene, Celtic Embroidery, Wool, Candlewick,
Cotton, Cane and Bases for Trays, Transfers,
linen, Canvas, Rug Needles, Crochet Thread,
etc.

HAVE THIS
WONDERFUL DAY
RECORDED BY

EIDERDOWNS RE-COVERED

LADIES AND CHILDRENS
OUTFITTING
MILLINERY MADE TO ORDER

Agents for
Singer Sewing Machines

MOLLY CONROY

~od/re'I

1Jkolo ciludio

f/)l,,olo9rRphers

MILLINER

Q) uLlin cilreel, @arlow

2 Castle St., Carlow

Phone: 41372

Phone 41568
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CARPENTERS take

Everything

over

all

the trying

details of

funerals from Relatives and Executors. Let us
quote for "all-in" arrangements including

arranged for

Funerals
and without
unnecessary
expense

CEMETERY

NEWSPAPERS

WREATHS, MEMORY CARDS, ETC.
For the finest and most economical service in the
county, telephone, call or write to :

CARPENTER BROTHERS
FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS

BARRACK STREET, CARLOW
Established 1927

Phone: Carlow 41237

CB

Nicholl & Ryan Ltd.
Painters and Decorators
General Spraying, Paperhanging, Graining, etc.
Churches, Schools and Housing a Speciality
Distance no Object

69 Tullow Street, Carlow
Phone: Carlow 55634.
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Darrers Stores
Better Value
Drapery and Grocery

Telephone 41632

We are pleased to
be associated with

THOMAS HEARNS
VICTUALLER

Carloviana

*
Melville & Co.
Carlow

*
CHOICE BEEF, MUTTON and LAMB,
PICKLED

BEEF

and

OX

TONGUES

SAUSAGES and PUDDINGS
POULTRY,

RABBIT

AND

*

EGG

MERCHANT

TULLOW STREET
CARLOW
47

Ro,.,._ Ho1d, QMkMl
R.I.A.C.

Central Heating throughout

A.A.

YOLIR WE1)1)f NG
YOLIR Df NNER-DANC!E
YOLIR PAR1X
YOLIR C!lllg FLINC!1fON
We cater for all, to your complete satisfaction
Write or phone the Manager-4162 l, 41156 or 41605

A. E. COLEMAN
Motor and Cycle Dealers

HUGH LUPUS & CO.
RACING OFFICE

19 DUBLIN STREET

*

CARLOW

For Best Odds
and Best Service

Dealer for

••

11
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RALEIGH CYCLES & MOPEDS

*

REPAIRS A SPECIALITY

10 COALMARKET

ACCUMULATORS CHARGED

CARLOW

Oils, Greases & Spares in Stock

Phone: Carlow 41219

BUILDERS
CARLOW

~·
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TELEPHONE 41208
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ATHY
TELEPHONE 21317

CONTRACTORS

An Old Carlow Industry
CARLO ORANGE

LEMONADE

DRY GINGER
ALE

CARLO LEMON

MINERAL
WATERS

GRAPE FRUIT

STONE BEER

TONIC WATER

C/DERETTE

COLA

Manufactured
CASTLE ORANGE

LEMON
FLAVOURED
SODA

by

CORCORAN & CO.

ORANGE CRUSH

LIMITED

----�

Established 1827

CARLOW

Phone 41849

