Nationalist & Leinster Times Ltd.
42 Tullow Street, Carlow

COLOUR AND ART PRINTERS

The most modern printing machinery in the Provinces

St. Leo's Secondary School
Convent of Mercy,
Carlow
Day School and Boarding School

For particulars apply to the Principal

Darrers Stores
Better Value
Drapery and Grocery

EAMONN
FITZPATRICK
High Class
Victualler
r

II

II

11

Telephone 41632

II

THOMAS HEARNS

II

VICTUALLER

I I

*
CHOICE BEEF, MUTTON and LAMB,

II

II

PICKLED

BEEF

and

OX

TONGUES

SAUSAGES and PUDDINGS
POULTRY,

RABBIT

AND

EGG

MERCHANT

STAPLESTOWN RD.

II

11

*

CARLOW

II

11

II

II

TULLOW STREET

Phone 41029

CARLOW

Old skills and old crafts
-~----~·---~~---~-------~PRESERVED IN THE MAKING OF OUR
KNITWEAR, BEATEN COPPER, POTTERY,
CROCHET WEAR.
- - - - - - ~ - -...

-

---

.

--

CASTLE CRAFTS, CARLOW
TEL 42064

THE TOWERS
DUCKETTS GROVE
.,_,;;~

,.,-~~~~'

·./'

-

~~;,.;ir.

CARLOW
LOUNGE BAR

WEDDINGS

BIRTHDAY PARTIES

V. G. Nicholl, Proprietor
Telephone (0503) 55683

RECEPTIONS

Steel Products Ltd.
MANUFACTURERS OF
f

Comet Stainless Steel Razor Blades
and
Bohemian Single-Edge Blades

FOR A REALLY BIG SELECTION
OF HOUSEHOLD AN·D NURSERY
FURNITURE VISIT OUR LARGE
STORE
There you can walk around and
see the many designs of Modern
Furniture. It's always a pleasure
to help those either furnishing for
the first time, or refurnishing.

-~
I

PLEASE ASK FOR ESTIMATES OF
CARPETS & VENETIAN BLINDS

FOR ALL GROCERIES, FRESH FRUIT,
POTATOES, VE GETABLES
IN SEASON
AT KEENEST PRICES

consult

Gerald Hosey
Retail Stores and Wholesale
Fruit Merchant

P. & M. DARCY
Drapers, House Furnishers

33/35 Tullow Street

---

,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,..1;<,,r,.,• • • •

Staplestown Road
Carlow
PHONE 41562

r
I

OAKLAND HOTEL
Specialists in Catering for

Dinner Dances
Wedding Receptions
Private Parties
Conferences
Phone: Carlow 41308

Phone 41346

BRAM LEV'S
62 & 63 DUBLIN STREET

CARLOW
Agent for ROLEX Watches

"Doctors, Statesmen, Sportsmen
and Editors SMOKE :
G.B.D., Dr. PLUMB & K.P. PIPES
and no wonder! they are manufactured from
1st grade material and give 100 per cent.
satisfaction"

*

'The Thinking Man Smokes a Pipe'

*

For all Smokers' Requisites
YOUR PORT OF CALL IS

*
The Fashionable GiftWATERFORD GLASS and
BELLEEK CHINA

i I

I'

CIGAR DIVAN
50 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW
Estd. 80 years

Phone 41189

f

M. WHITE

II

II "01 For Quality Fruit•

..

..

II

II

11

11

M.P.S.I.

*
Veterinary & Dl:ensing Chemist

Sick Room Requisites

*

I I J. A. O'Neill
&Sons

Photographic & Toilet Goods

*

39 TULLOW STREET
CARLOW

Phone 41256

12 CASTLE ST.
CARLOW
Wholesale Fruit Merchants

11

11

Home and Foreign Fiuit

GOLDEN ,JUBILEE: CARLOW J'UNIORS
1ln 1924 ,a group ,of Carl1ow schoolboys started t10 pl,ay Rugby. The Co.
Carlow Football Club allowed them to use th1e pitch and pavilion, :and the
privil1eg,e ,of wearing ,the Club Colours.
After a Jew ,seasons ,of casual p1<actising, and devoted attendance ,at
every match pl,ay,ed lby the local t,ea:m, ,some senior Rugby followers, notaJbly th1e 'liate P. C. Ber:gin, foM they were ripe for oompetition with ,other
schoolboy teams.
While this ,opposi,Hon usually prov,ed too str,ong f,or th,em, the boy,s wer,e
not at all daunted. They financ,ed their own excursions to play ,other
teams, ,and ,paid .Jor rthe meal provided when a t,eam visi,ted •th,em.
lDuring the 1927 /28 season, ,th,e more pmmising of ,the Juniors found
their pl,ac,e regul,arly ,on the town team. A lerw were to be honouried by
playing ,on the team which won the Provincial Towns' Cup in 1929.
One, th,e late Bill Fienelon, was to, have the distinchon of playing ,on
th.ree winning t,eams ,in '29, '31 ,and '33. He was ,captain ,of ith,e 1933 ,team.
He was sel,ected on the Leinster Juni,or team, an honour also giVien to
his brother Frank; to P1addy OUver, and to Fr,ank O'Bri,en.
Those ,of us who had no talent for ·the game look back on ,these years
with ,a special satisfaction. Wh ile the Juniors ceased as ,a unit in 1929, they
all carJ1i,ed over ,a devotiion ·to the g,ame which has lasted down the years.
1
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Editorial:

Bridging the Gaps
Until 1946 Carlow's past might best have been compared to a jig-saw puzzle with a lot of the pieces missing. In that year a number of people met in the Town
Hall and decided to form the Old Carlow Society in a
bid to try and fill in the missing gaps or pieces.
There was no point in regretting the lore that had
been lost, a start was made to preserve what remained
and since then a wealth of material has been salvaged.
From the beginning the Society realised that there was
little use in recording the rescued material unless it was
made available to the general public. The need for a
Journal was realised and in the following year 1947,
"Carloviana" was born principally through the efforts and
co-operation of Liam D. Bergin, Editor of the "Nationalist & Leinster Times". He even found time for one or
two years to take on the Editorship. With the exception
of one year it has continued to be published annually
although the Editorship has changed at least half a
dozen times. In the main it contains the fruits of the
members research and has become a household must at
Christmas, later finding its way across the seas to our
exiles.

In December, 1973, our amibition was fulfilled when we
opened such a Museum. We are glad to say that in the
intervening year the attendance has been up to our expectations, youth being very representative and when we
opened during the Summer months on Saturdays we had
more offers from them to staff it than we could cope
with. This you will readily agree augurs well for its future in Carlow as nothing is better calculated to instill a
sense of civic pride and responsibility in the young than
a knowledge of their own district's past history.
Already our visitors book contains names and addresses from Australia, America, Canada, France and all parts
of the British Isles and many pay tribute to the layout
and to the amazing collection of interesting objects collected in such a short space of time.
This has spurred us on to think of expanding and of
opening a further room of exhibits. If this is realised we
will have an exhibition of which all Carlow . can indeed
be proud and be thankful to the willing band of voluntary workers whose energy and dedication have made this
possible.

Carlow's history has been preserved in print but the
Society had yet to take the steps which would preserve
it in substance and to fulfil one of the primary objects
for which it was founded that of preserving a permanent record of life in the past of Carlow & district.

They have done exceptional work and proved that the
preserving of facets of the town and country's past history and a wider knowledge of one's own surroundings
need not necessarily be a dull occupation.
-------We regret the increased price of "CARLOVIANA"-this
is due to the abnormal high cost of paper and entirely
beyond: our control

J'h~. most practical way of achieving this was the establishment of a Museum to house the many interesting
articles of Carlow's past.

Cover Picture : The Dolmen at Acaun Bridge
at Haroldstown on the main Carlow-Hacketstown
road.
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''The Ducketts and
11
'' Ducketts Grove
By Mrs. Mary A. Pender
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Thomas Duckett first of the Duckett family to serrn:
in Ireland, is believed to have come over with the Army
of William of Orange around the year 1690. Another
member of the family is listed as coming in the Army
of Crcmwell, Ye:ir 1641, as a bugler.
Thomas Duckett first of family to settle in Ireland,
bought Kneestown part of Rainstown and Ardnehue
from one Thomas Crosswaith of Cockermouth in 1695.
Said Thomas Crosswaith had obtained this property
along with other lands, comprising in all some 495 acres plantation measure on the 13th March, 1666 under
the Acts of Settlement A.D. 1666 to 1684 in the reign
of Charles II.
First rateable Valuation of Thomas Duckett's property
is given as £'60.
This Thomas Duckett, married Judith, daughter of
Pierce Power of Killowen, Waterford. They had one son
Thomas, who was later,. settled jn Philipstown Manor
some three miles from Kneestciwn. This Manor and lands
had been purchased from the Earl of Ormond. With reference to dwelling place on either Kneestown or Rainstown, earliest maps shows an outline of a small square
building on border of Rainstown and Kneestown. Thomas Duckett of Philipstown married in 1687. Jane,
daughter of John Bunce of Goosey, Berkshire, England.
They had two sons. John who was settled in Philipstown Manor and Jonas who inherited Ducketts Grove.
Jonas married Hannah Alloway of Dublin and left issue
after his death in 1791. William his heir, John Thomas and Frederick.
William heir to Ducketts Grove, married in September 1790 Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of John Dawson Coates and Dawson Court, Dublin. This marriage
had issue. John Dawson, his heir, who succeeded him on
his death in 1819, William who was later settled in
Russelstown Park. Russellstown was formerly the property of The Burtons of Burton Hall. They had mortgaged a large portion of their estate to the Ducketts. Burtons failed to redeem the lands and so they passed into
the hands of the Ducketts.
A fine Georgian House was built on the lands around
the year 1830. A lodge at the entrance to the house
bears the date 1832. This William Duckett married a
daughter of Colonel John Stuart of Leighlinbridge, Co.
Carlow. Henceforth the family became known as the
"Stuarts-Ducketts of Russelstown Park". Other issues of
the marriage of William Duckett to Elizabeth Dawson
were Joseph Fade, Thomas and Elizabeth who died young.
After this marriage, the Ducketts adopted the name
Dawson, and were afterwards known as Dawson Duckett.
John Dawson Duckett, who succeeded his father in
1819, married Sarah Summers, daughter of Colonel Hutchison, Tipperary and had issue, William his heir, John
Dawson, who died young, Elizabeth who died unmarried
and Amy who married on the 11th September, 1856
Hardy Eustace of Castlemore and Hardymount. John
,Dawson Duckett died in 1866 and was succeeded by his
son William born in 1822. William married on January
16th, 1868, Anna Maria Moroney, Third daughter of Thomas Harrison Moroney J.P., of Milltown House, Mill10

town Malbay. She died May 12th, 1894, no issue of this
marriage.
William married the second time on November 19th,
1895, Maria Georgina Thompson, widow of one Captain
Tpompson who had one daughter by her first marriage.
Mrs. Thompson was daughter of one Captain Robert Gordon Cummins.
William Dawson Duckett last of the male line of
Ducketts died on the 22nd of June, 1908. His will dated
February 29th, 1904 left his estates to his widow, with
the exception of a small legacy going to his nephew
John Hardy Rowland Eustace with directions that the
name Duckett be affixed to Eustace. Hence the name;_
Eustace Ducketts of Castlemore.
The Ducketts were an old English family dating back
to the twelfth century at least. Thomas, first settler of
the name in Ireland was directly descended from John
Duckett qf Grayriggi, who had obtained the estate of
Grayrigg by his marriage to Margaret, daughter and heiress of William DeWendermare, Lord of the Manor of
Grayrigg. This said John Duckett was son of Hugh Duckett of Fillingham, Lincolnshire and great grandson of
Richard Duckett of Fillingham (Reign of John and Henry
III).

Thomas Duckett, first settler in Ireland, was son of
James Duckett of Grayrigg, Westmoreland by his third
wife, Elizabeth. Third daughter of Christopher Walker of
Workington, Cumberland.
This descent is elaborately given in a pedigree certified by Sir W. De-Bethain, Ulster King of Arms and dated
March 12th, 1842. Date would suggest it was compiled
at the request of John Dawson Duckett, who occupied
the estate of Ducketts Grove at that time. The religion of the Ducketts cannot definitely be stated, some accounts state they were Protestants while old residents
maintain they were Quakers. Certainly Quaker ceremonies or Meetings were held outside the front of the Mansion in the early years of this century. Old people in the
district distinctly remember hearing the singing and music of a Harmonium at evening time. The family had their
own private burial ground located on the eastern side of
Knocknacree Hill on the main Castledermot to Tullow
Road and mid-way between the two towns.
It is about a quarter of an acre in extent and surrounded by a high wall. It has been known over the
years as "The Frolic". First recorded burial there is that
of Elizabeth Dawson Duckett who died in 1839 aged 18
years and daughter of John Dawson Duckett. Eight burials in all are recorded, the last being that of William
Duckett who died on 22nd June, 1908. How many burials took place here cannot be ascertained. When William Duckett, last of the family died, the estate covered between four and five thousand acres, taking in whole
or parts of about ten townlands, namely, Rainstown,
Kneestown, Greenane, Killamaster, Newtown, Moorstown,
Straboe, Killerig, Friarstown and Russelstown. This immense estate had been secured by succeeding owners
through mortgages and evictions. Every evidence points
to the fact that the Ducketts were a very wealthy £am-

ily, when one considers the growth not alone of the Estate itself but to the growth of the small dwelling shown
on an early map of the district to the very extensive one
shown on a survey map dated 1837, with the Hexagon
Tower added to the North West comer of the front
Facade. James Gandon is mentioned as the Architect of
this building. However, there is an advertisement dated
1818 for tenders for the erection of a Stone Portico and
steps at Ducketts Grove. Architect, James Gandon. This
was the main halldoor situated on Western Facade of
Mansion, when finished the Lion and Unicom were on
either side of the steps. Main stairway in Hall had steps
of cut granite. Hanging in Portice was something on the
style of a glass Chandelier which tinkled and sounded
like Fairy Music when Halldoor was opened. Numerous
Statuettes, male and female lined both sides of the Avenue in front of the Mansion. Carved heads both
human and animal adorned all the outside walls. A weeping Ash tree to the front of the main Halldoor
housed a stately seated lady, who according to old people inquired your business when you entered the Summer House formed by the weeping ash. Afternoon tea
was served in summer time and a line of communication to the house is supposed to have existed. Well
laid out pleasure grounds lay to the South, covering some
seven or eight acres. A grand walk extended for about
a quarter of a mile through a wood of numerous species of trees and shrubs. Rustic seats were provided at
intervals, with a rustic bridge spanning a stream that
flowed through the wood. Mr. William Duckett last of
the Ducketts built the huge Castle-like main Gate Lodge
to the South around the year 1870, also the tall round
Tower still standing on the south side of the ruins of
the Mansion.
The Duckett Coat of Arms can still be seen in its original setting over the Central Archway of the big front
Lodge. Four Avenues with Gate Lodges, ran North,
South, East and West from the Mansion. In its day,
Ducketts Grove was known far and wide as one of the
most elaborate of Country residences. The Ducketts posessed many fine travelling Coaches, while their Coach
Horses were housed in fine wainscotted stables. A large
fruit and vegetable garden with many glass houses lay
to the back of the dwelling. An outside Staff of about
fifty workers were usually kept. They worked a twelve
hour day for nine shillings a week during the nineteenth
century. They started at 7 a.m. in Summer and 7.30 in
Winter. An ice house lay about two or three hundred
yards to the North of the house. It could be seen up to
a few years ago.
Mrs. William Duckett, widow of the last of the Ducketts, lived for a time in the Mansion after her husband's death in 1908. She was spoken of as
a
kindly Mistress but old people of the district, who
were children in her day, maintain she was a very harsh
and severe Mistress. Maids were continually coming and
going. She eventually removed to a house in Raglan Rd.,
Dublin, bringing with her some of the furniture, etc. of
the Mansion. She died in 1933 leaving £30,000 in her
will to the Church body. Her daughter contested the wrn.
The law-suit which followed is said to be the longest on
record. Settlement was eventually reached which ga\e
£10,000 to her daughter, Mrs. O Grady, £10,000 to the
Church body and the remaining £10,000 went to pay
costs.
When Mrs. Duckett left the Grove-around 1912, the
Mansion was closed, and the Estate leased out for grazing ang tillage until 1919 when the Killerig Land Committee was formed of Farmers and Labourers alike. A
Fee of five shillings was charged for Membership. The
Committee bought the Estate including the Mansion from

Mrs. Duckett for £32,000 through the Bank of Ireland.
Failure on the part of the Committee to pay either interest or part of the loan, caused the Bank of Ireland
to institute legal action against the Committee. The
Debt had now risen to £38,317-18-6 according to a
copy of a Bill sent out on the 20th June, 1925 to each
individual Member of the Committee.
In 1922 during the Civil War the Mansion was occupied by LR.A. Soldiers. Many notables of this War passed through its doors and found refuge there for a time.
In 1926 the Irish Land Commission, took over the Estate, paid the Bank of Ireland and in 1929 divided up
the land amongst the neighbouring people and descendants of original owners who had been evicted from
their small holdings. The furniture and effects were auctioned by a firm of Dublin Auctioneers. Coaches were
bought by a Dublin firm of Undertakers, the fine Organ
going to the Church in Graiguecullen. No account can
be found of the whereabouts of a completely wooden
clock made by a Member of the Duckett family. Said
Clock is claimed to have worked perfectly.
In 1931 the Land Commission sold the Mansion out-offices and garden, comprising in all some eleven acres to
Thomas Thompson and Sons Ltd., Engineers and Contractors of Carlow and Dublin. This firm pulled down
part of the outbuildings which were build of Granite,
drew the stones to the Site of the new Christian Bros.
School, had them re-dressed and built the Facade of the
School with them.
On April 20th, 193 3 a fire which is stated to have
been accidental, completely gutted the Mansion itself
and some outbuildings, a servants wing escaped the fire.
Damage was estimated at between twelve and fifteen
thousand pounds. The Mansion itself it is believed was
only partially insured.
"Irish Independant Headline of April 21st, 1933 read
as follows- Carlow Castle gutted by fire only gaunt
Ruins remain". Charles Balding of Rainstown House
afterwards bought the property from Thomas Thompson
& Sons.
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The Late Very Reverend
Edward I. Campion, P.P.
Kill, Co. Kildare
An Appreciation by Rev. Peadar MacSuibhne. (condensed)
f

The death on 9th December, 1953, of Very Rev. E. I.
Campion deprived the parish of Kill of a zealous and devoted Pastor and the priests of Kildare and Leighlin of
a well-beloved Colleague. His death after six weeks illness, closed a life of humility made up of countless acts
of anonymous generosity and kindness. His life was an
example of hidden virtue and worth. He laboured increasingly not only for the souls of his flock, but also
for their temporal well-being and many indeed will recall his whole-hearted assistance in their times of need.
Edward Ignatius Campion, son of Edward and Brigid
Campion (nee Byrne), was born on the 1st July, 1883, at
Bracknagh in the parish of Clonbullogue, Offaly. His mother's family had lived for generations at Milgrove which
adjoins Bracknagh, where they had a mill and a farm.
His uncle, Father John Byrne, was P.P. of Clonegal
where he died 21st August, 1913. By a strange coincidence, both Uncle and Nephew died in their seventieth
year, and in the forty-third year of their sacred ministry. Uncle and Nephew were alike also in their hatred of
landlordism and all it stood for. At the age of nine,
Father Campion had witnessed the eviction of his two
uncles, Thomas and Stephen, from Milgrove at the hands
of Jasper I. and Henry Joly. The decree for possession
was granted to the Jolys in the Courthouse at Daingean.
Father Campion could never pass by that building without feelings of horror. For many years, he carried on
against landlordism and ranching, a fight that was as unrelenting as it was successful.
An Aunt, Anne Byrne, was a distinguished teacher in
Dublin under Cardinal Cullen. She seems to have been
trained by the Notre Dame Nuns in Liverpool. She was
Principal of the "Model Schools" in Marlboro Street before she entered Loreto Abbey, Rathfarnham, taking the
name of Sister M. Peter. In 1884 she went to 53, Stephen's Green where she took over from secular teachers
the National School in Leeson Lane, which is still under the charge of the Loreto Nuns. She did splendid
work there. After some years she returned to Rathfamham where she was Principal of the National School. She
excelled in the writing of English. She wrote for a Loreto magazine a fine critique of "A Light on the .Broom",
a collection of poems in praise of the whinland and
heather published in 1901 by William A. Byrne, a native of Rathangan. She died in 1919 aged eighty years.
A grand Aunt of Father Campion, another Brigid
Byrne, at the age of seventeen, married John Behan of
Kyle in Kildare Parish, where he had two hundred acres. According to tradition, Brigid, who was John Behan's
second wife, was brought home on a pillion to Kyle.
They are the founders of five of the oldest families in
Kildare Parish. Messrs. Michael Houlihan, Kyle; Simon
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Houlihan, Rahilla; Thomas Dunne, Coolaghnock; Joseph
Fleming and Mrs. Mary Foley of Kildare and the late
Liam Heffernan, Sillott, were third Cousins of Father
Campion. The Houlihans came to Rahilla from Kilkenny
three hundred years ago.
Father Campion's grandfather, Edward Campion-Father
Campion was thus the third Edward-was a native of
Clonin, Mountrath, in the parish of Castletown where the
family and name still flourish. He was for a while a
baker in Mountmellick, and while there he married
Miss Hyland of Bracknagh. Mrs. Campion, formerly Miss
Hyland, had a married brother living at Bracknagh but
as he had no family, he and his wife invited Edward
and Mrs. Campion and family to come and live there.
Their son, Edward, Father Campion's father, succeeded
to Bracknagh.
Father Campion's only brother, John Joseph, who was
born 13th January, 1880, and who was at Knockbeg from
1892 to 1896, died a divinity student in Maynooth on
19th January, 1901. Their only sister, Anastella, married
Mr. Laurence O'Neill. She died 19th May, 1947, leaving
two daughters, who are in religion, and two sons, Eamonn and Sean.

ms

EARLY SnJDIES

Father Campion entered Knockbeg in September, 1893,
and was there until June, 1902. He made his ecclesias-
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tical studies at Carlow College. Of all his teachers in
Bracknagh. Knockbeg and Carlow, he always spoke in
terms of affectionate regard. Mr. Millicken, his teacher
in Bracknagh, had a record of evictions and other notable
events and people in Clonbullogue parish. Between Edward Campion and Father Matt Cullen, who was his Rector in Knockbeg and afterwards his Parish Priest in Tinryland before he became Bishop of the Diocese, there
grew up the closest bond of friendship. He seems not
to have taken too kindly to mathematics in Knockbeg,
but he used to speak highly of the mathematics Professor, in Carlow, Father Ryan, afterwards President of St.
Patrick's College, Thurles. His friendship also with Dr.
John Foley, President, and Father Laurence Brophy, Professor of Carlow College, later P.P., Droichead Nua and
Vicar-General, was life-long.
He was •ery proud of .Carlow College and used often
quote a speaker at a Plenary: Council of Baltimore who
apostrophised Carlow as the ~ldest ecclesiastical college
in the English-speaking world.
His reminiscences of his teachers and contemporaries
in Knockbeg and Carlow would have been a valuable addition to the history of the two Colleges and one can
only regret now that they were not put on permanent
record. On the 3rd April, 1910, during the temporary illness of Most Rev. Dr. Foley, Father Campion was ordained at Ennis Cathedral by Most Rev. Dr. Fogarty. At his
first Mass in Bracknagh, he was assisted by the venerable pastor of Killeigh at that time C.C., Clonbullogue,
Very Rev. Michael P. Kennedy. His first Curacy was
Clonegal where he lived for a while with his Uncle, Father Byrne, P.P. That estimable priest was an able and
cultured man. Early in his career some of his contemporaries thought he might be appointed to the Staff of
Carlow College but was not. He was of the old, rather stern type, he always addressed his Nephew as Father Campion; he would not allow smoking at his table
or in his house.
LAND DIVISION

From Clonegal after a few months, Father Campion
was sent to Tinryland where he was C.C. to Fr. John
Cullen, Fr. Matthew Cullen and Rev. Patrick Gorry. He
spent ten years in Tinryland during which he took part
in the National struggle and began the Campaign for
the recovery of the land by uneconomic holders. On December, 1918, during the land boom following the 191418 war, landlords in Co. Carlow planned to create judicial tenancies in their ranches and to plant their holdings with farmers who already held large tracts of land.
Father Campion immediately got in touch with the late
Arthur Griffith and met him by appointment at the Sinn
Fein Bank at Harcourt Street, Dublin. Arthur Griffith sent
for Robert Barton who was at that time wanted by the
Authorities and at their meeting Griffith urged Father
Campion to save the ranches for the uneconomic; J>olders. Sinn Fein at that time was neither popular nor well
established in Co. Carlow. The land movement was carried
out in the name of Sinn Fein and its ultimate success
made people realise that a new force had arisen in the
Country. Land Committees were formed and the executive work was entrusted to Father Campion, C.C., Tinryland, and Fr. J. C. Kelly, C.C., Rathoe. A joint letter of
9th September, 1919, from Fathers Kelly and Campion
and W. J. Carey of Kyle appeared in the Nationalist
and Leinster Times and gave the history of the Doyne
Ranch of 1,400 Acres in Kellistown and Rathoe Parish.
"The "antecedents of Doyne who lived in Wexford
came into possession of the lands in the reign of Queen
Anne. On the 25th May, 1798, a jeremiad of lamentation

went up from the broken hearts of twenty-eight widows
in Kellistown, their husbands, sons and relatives having
fought and fallen for freedom in Carlow. In consequence
of their noble action their wives and children were cast
upon the roadside, their houses fired and all the shocking brutalities of the time ensued. In 1807, when the
Protestant Church was built by the wanton destruction
of the Round Tower and of the Church of St. Patrick,
there lived in Kellistown six hundred and sixty-two
people; only a fraction of ,that number now remains.
About 1844 the work of eviction was completed. Almost
thirty families were victims of the tyranny of Iandlordism. Wholesale depopulation occurred in the district called Castlequarter at the hands of Cater and Elliott. The
last evictions are so vivid in the minds of the old inhabitants that they cite the case of a poor woman named
Lawlor who at 4 a.m. received the last Sacraments, who
was evicted at 7 a.m."
The latter called on Mr. Doyne, who some years before had made a tenant of his own son to assuage in
some manner the horrors of the past by transferring the
fair lands of Kellistown to uneconomic holders; this
would cost Mr. Doyne nothing, as the lands would be
paid for at their full market value. There were similar
land division movements operating in Rathoe and Tinryland parishes, and having as their objectives the estates
of Duckett's Grove, Moyle, Garryhunden and Cloghna.
Father Campion's path was by no means a smooth
one. On 17th February, 1922, Mr. Conor Maguire (doubtless the present Chief Justice), presiding as judicial Commissioner, awarded to Mrs. Julia Nolan, owner of lands
in Cloghna £425 damages against John Regan and others,
and he declared the value of the land was £2,500. Father Campion and others-presumably the Cloghna Committee-were summoned to appear before Mr. Justice
Powell in the High Court on the 2nd July, 1923, in an
application by Mrs. Julia Nolan for a declaration that
she was entitled to the possession of 404 Acres in
Cloghna held under Henry Bruen, and also for an order
restraining the defendants from trespass and obstruction.
The Summons is a four-page printed document headed Saorstat Eireann and issued by King George V.
The Senior Council who signed the Summons was
James Fitzgerald-Kenny, afterwards Minister of Jtistice.
and the Junior Council who signed was Henry Hanna,
the famous Common Law Council, who became a Judge
of the High Court. Council for the plaintiff was Mr. Tim
Healy K.C. Father Campion, indeed, sometime before this,
had publicly dissociated himself from violence or intimidation. He attended the trial and his reminiscences of
Tim Healy and his exchanges with the landless men
were always enjoyed. The cause however was progressing. In order to carry out the purchase of these estates.
committees of guarantors were organised to negotiate
loans with the Banks on the security of the estates and
on the personal guarantee of the committees. The purchases reached a sum close on £100,000. At every stage
Father Campion had the advice of Robert Barton and Art
O'Connor who was Assistant to the Minister of Agriculture. Cork was visited, where the Munster and Leinster
Bank agreed to lend the purchase money of the Kellistown Estate, a sum of £41,000. The Bank of Ireland agreed to advance the purchase money of the Duckett's
Grove and Moyle Estates, amounting to £45,000. Father
Campion used to recall he once signed a cheque for
£40,000.
During the years 1920 to 1924, Fathers Campion and
Kelly were concerned with evolving a scheme for the resale of the properties to benefit the uneconomic holders.
and the proposed Land legislation of the time afforded
an opportunity of having incorporated in the Land Act a
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tical studies at Carlow College. Of all his teachers in
Bracknagh, Knockbeg and Carlow, he always spoke in
terms of affectionate regard. Mr. Millicken, his teacher
in Bracknagh, had a record of evictions and other notable
events and people in Clonbullogue parish. Between Edward Campion and Father Matt Cullen, who was his Rector in Knockbeg and afterwards his Parish Priest in Tinryland before he became Bishop of the Diocese, there
grew up the closest bond of friendship. He seems not
to have taken too kindly to mathematics in Knockbeg,
but he used to speak highly of the mathematics Profes·
sor, in Carlow, Father Ryan, afterwards President of St.
Patrick's College, Thurles. His friendship also with Dr.
John Foley, President, and Father Laurence Brophy, Pro·
fessor of Carlow College, later P.P., Droichead Nua and
Vicar-General, was life-long.
He was '\'ery proud of .Carlow College and used often
quote a speaker at a Plenary Council of Baltimore who
apostrophised Carlow as the ~ldest ecclesiastical college
in the English -speaking world.
His reminiscences of his teachers and contemporaries
in Knockbeg and Carlow would have been a valuable addition to the history of the two Colleges and one can
only regret now that they were not put on permanent
record. On the 3rd April, 1910, during the temporary illness of Most Rev. Dr. Foley, Father Campion was ordain·
ed at Ennis Cathedral by Most Rev. Dr. Fogarty. At his
first Mass in Bracknagh, he was assisted by the venerable pastor of Killeigh at that time C.C., Clonbullogue,
Very Rev. Michael P. Kennedy. His first Curacy was
Clonegal where he lived for a while with his Uncle, Father Byrne, P.P. That estimable priest was an able and
cultured man. Early in his career some of his contem·
poraries thought he might be appointed to the Staff of
Carlow College but was not. He was of the old, rather stern type, he always addressed his Nephew as Father Campion; he would not allow smoking at his table
or in his house.
LAND DIVISION
From Clonegal after a few months, Father Campion
was sent to Tinryland where he was C.C. to Fr. John
Cullen, Fr. Matthew Cullen and Rev. Patrick Gorry. He
spent ten years in Tinryland during which he took part
in the National struggle and began the Campaign for
the recovery of the land by uneconomic holders. On December, 1918, during the land boom following the 1914·
18 war, landlords in Co. Carlow planned to create judicial tenancies in their ranches and to plant their holdings with farmers who already held large tracts of land.
Father Campion immediately got in touch with the late
Arthur Griffith and met him by appointment at the Sinn
Fein Bank at Harcourt Street, Dublin. Arthur Griffith sent
for Robert Barton who was at that time wanted by the
Authorities and at their meeting Griffith urged Father
Campion to save the ranches for the uneconomic; 1'olders. Sinn Fein at that time was neither popular nor well
established in Co. Carlow. The land movement was carried
out in the name of Sinn Fein and its ultimate success
made people realise that a new force had arisen in the
Country. Land Committees were formed and the executive work was entrusted to Father Campion, C.C., Tinry·
land, and Fr. J. C. Kelly, C.C., Rathoe. A joint letter of
9th September, 1919, from Fathers Kelly and Campion
and W. J. Carey of Kyle appeared in the Nationalist
and Leinster Times and gave the history of the Doyne
Ranch of 1,400 Acres in Kellistown and Rathoe Parish.
"The •antecedents of Doyne who lived in Wexford
came into possession of the lands in the reign of Queen
Anne. On the 25th May, 1798, a jeremiad of lamentation

went up from the broken hearts of twenty-eight widows
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some manner the horrors of the past by transferring the
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would cost Mr. Doyne nothing, as the lands would be
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she was entitled to the possession of 404 Acres in
Cloghna held under Henry Bruen, and also for an order
restraining the defendants from trespass and obstruction.
The Summons is a four-page printed document headed Saorstat Eireann and issued by King George V.
The Senior Council who signed the Summons was
James Fitzgerald-Kenny, afterwards Minister of Jtistice,
and the Junior Council who signed was Henry Hanna,
the famous Common Law Council, who became a Judge
of the High Court. Council for the plaintiff was Mr. Tim
Healy K.C. Father Campion, indeed, sometime before this,
had publicly dissociated himself from violence or intimidation. He attended the trial and his reminiscences of
Tim Healy and his exchanges with the landless men
were always enjoyed. The cause however was progressing. In order to carry out the purchase of these estates,
committees of guarantors were organised to negotiate
loans with the Banks on the security of the estates and
on the personal guarantee of the committees. The purchases reached a sum close on £100,000. At every stage
Father Campion had the advice of Robert Barton and Art
O'Connor who was Assistant to the Minister of Agriculture. Cork was visited, where the Munster and Leinster
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an opportunity of having incorporated in the Land Act a
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clause for the sale of the property, for the relief of the
guarantors and the repayment of the loan. Father Campion had an interview with President Cosgrave to whom
he showed a letter from Arthur Griffith. The President
immediately said "We will stand by that letter". In the
year 1927, Section 42 was introduced into the Land Act
empowering the Land Commission to purchase the property. The subdivision was entrusted by the Land Commission to Messrs. Campbell and Baston and was concluded in the year 1930. The Kellistown estate was divided into thirty-four holdings. In Duckett's Grove fortyeight families were planted. Moyle was divided into
fourteen holdings; Garryhunden into twelve and Cloghna
into ten holding~. Some 5,000 Acres had been divided
among one hundred and eighteen families. Father Campion used quote one of three questions put by our late
Holy Father, Pius XI, to an Irish Minister. "What is your
Government doing to plant families on the land". In
1925 Most Rev. Dr. Foley, Bishop of the Diocese, said
that the land division in Co. Carlow was the greatest
thing done for land-division in his time in the Diocese.
THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT
In the National Movement from 1916 on, Father Campion took his full part. In May, 1921, Father Campion was
arrested by British Forces at the Parochial House, Tinryland and brought to the Military Barracks now the Sacred Heart Home. He was released unconditionally after
a week on June 4th.
In the same year he was transferred again to Clonegal as C.C. On the Slaney he had ample opportunities
of indulging his favourite pastime. He was a warm advocate of the rights of riparian owners to fish off their
own land not however to the exclusion of the anglers.
In August, 1927, he was appointed C.C., Graiguecullen, by
the late Most Rev. Dr. Cullen, who had just been consecrated. Here he became a pioneer to the turf movement and in industrial development. He brought Mr.
Eamon deValera to a turf-cutting competition in Ardateggle, Killeshin. He took an important part in the neg-

otiations which led to the opening o f the Rossmore
Coalmine and the Barrow Mills, Graiguecullen. During
his time as C.C., the new Church of St. Clare and the
fine new Schools were built in Graiguecullen.
PASTOR OF KILL
In August, 1943, he was appointed P.P. of Kill, Co.
Kildare. Here in the ten years spent as Pastor, Father
Campion reaped in the tender love of his flock the reward of all the priestly activities that had gone before.
In Clonegal, Tinryland and Graiguecullen his ready habit
of charity had won him the abiding affection of the
poor. When, at the age of sixty, he left Graiguecullen, he
brought to his new home in Kill, the same priestly
holiness, the same Christian sympathy, the same large
hearted charity towards all who labour, and are heavily laden with burdens of human life. And in requital
the people of Kill took him to their hearts. Without delay he set about providing two new Schools at Ardclough
and Kill. The School at Kill is a notable landmark on
the Dublin-Naas Road. Father Campion at every stage
was anxious lest the local contribution should be too
heavy a burden on his parishioners. He was also insistent that the new Schools should have ample water supply. On Sunday, 15th October, 1950, the two Schools
were blessed by his Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Keogh, Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin, assisted by Rt. Rev. Monsignor Miller, P.P., D.Ph., V.F., Droichead Nua.
The Preacher was Very Rev. Dr. Ignatius, O.Cap. The
two Schools cost over £12,000 and Father Campion also
provided two Parochial Halls at Ardclough and Kill.
Father Campion died on the 9th December, 1953, after an illness of six weeks. The obsequies took place on
Friday, 11th December. The Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. Keogh,
presided at the Requiem Office and High Mass, which
was attended by many clergy and a large concourse of
parishioners. Father Campion was laid to rest in the Parish Church of St. Brigid beside the grave of an t-Athair
Seamus Briain, S.P.B.D., his predecessor in the parish
of Kill.
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Being an enthusiastic admirer of the Society's ef-

OLD CARLOW SOCIETY
FRIENDS OF
THE MUSEUM PROJECT
Toi S. O'Leary, Hon. Sec., Montgomery Street,
Carlow.

fort to establish a Museum in Carlow and which
is now being realised. I hereby donate the sum
of £

towards the cost.

Name ........................................................ .
Address
or
I wish to donate the following Article(s) for exhibition in the Museum.

Name ......... , .............................................. .
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Come Capture a Castle
at Clonmore
by Victor Hadden
Not far from Hacketstown, in the east of County Carlow can be found the old Castle of Clonmore. Of all the
Castles of County Carlow (and in the fifteenth Century
there were at least one hundred and fifty), none has
more impressive remains than that of the "Castrum de
Clonmore". Dr. Leask comments that it is "much ruined,
but still retains some windows of thirteenth Century
type, trefoil-pointed lights in pairs". It has stood where
it now stands for a period of at least six hundred years
-and yet there is remarkably little to show for it on history's pages. It is clear, however, that in the first half
of the sixteenth Century, and possibly for long before,
this old Castle belonged to and was controlled by the
Fitzgeralds, Earls of Kildare.
The name of Fitzgerald is one of the greatest in all
Irish History. In common with many of the NorIJ}ans
who came to Ireland in the twelfth Century, they could
trace their origins back to a common ancester in the person of the beautiful Nesta, princess of Wales.
Nesta must have been one of the most ravishing beauties of all time. Even in the company of Helen of Troy,
Cleopatra of Egypt, or the Queen of Sheba herself, she
could have tossed her pretty head and asked with confidence:-

"Mirror, Mirror on the Wall
Who is the fairest one of all?"
In 1095 she married Gerald of Windsor, Constable of
Pembroke Castle in Wales, but some time afterwards
her cousin, Owen, fell in love with her. Owen was not
only a notable lady-killer, but a man-eater of a man!
The facts as recorded by history speak for themselves
-for Owen surprised Pembroke Castle by night and in
order to gain admission into the room where Nesta and
Gerald were, he set the Castle on fire. Nesta pulled up
a floorboard and let her husband down into a drain to
effect his escape-leaving it would seem, his beautiful
young wife alone with Owen-her cousin after all!
So Owen carried her off and Gerald, who was described as "a loyal and prudent man", had to go to war to
recover not only his wife but his sons!
After a time Nesta rejoined Gerald, who died in about
the year 1136, and if so, Nesta must by then have been
at least fifty years of age. And yet either before or after,
she was the wife or mistress of Stephen, Constable of
Cardigan and she had also beeri the mistress of Henry I.
FAMOUS SOLDIERS
Seven of her sons became lords of Cantreds in South

(Photographs by Colin Hadden)
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"In Wales they could conquer as widely as their
swords, carry on private war, invade the Welsh
Mountaineers and divide the spoil among the Barons. This was to be their spirit in Ireland. But it
was something the Gael could understand and such
men were to become before long almost as Irish as
the Irish. The feudal class lived also in the tradition of the minstrels and the great chansons de geste of Charlemangne, Arthur and Godfrey; it was no
great step for them to delight in the music, language and ancient epics of Ireland. Nationalism was
st.:arce1v Known to these men, who had come over
c1 u:mury ago as Frenchmen and had not yet become tmglish."
'Adaptability was their genius and proud as they
were of their own blood, speech and traditions, they
were ready to treat as equals any race that they
could respect, and freely. to intermarry with it. In
Wales they had absorbed Welsh Blood and doubtless knew something of the Celtic speech. In Ireland the first generation of them were only too

•

Wales and from her various fathers descended some of
the most famous soldiers who came with Strongbow to
conquer Ireland. Her children by Gerald were William
Fitzgerald (her eldest son, and father of Raymond Fitzgerald), David, later, Bishop of St. Davids, the two other
sons. By Stephen Nesta was mother of Robert Fitzstephen and by Henry I, of Henry. She also was mother of
several other sons and daughters-some at least of them
by other lovers.
William Fitzgerald, Nesta's eldest Son by her proper
husband, had a son of his own (Nesta's Grandson) who
enjoyed the odd name of Odo, and since his home was
at Carew in Wales he was known as "Odo de Carew".
Indeed the same applies to many of his cousins and
hence it was that the surname "Carew" entered Irish
History with the first Norman Invaders. Many of Nesta's sons and grandsons, Fitzgeralds, Fitzstephens, Fitzhenrys and especially Raymond le Gros, were great soldiers and fighting men-and all of them were much more
Welsh in their origins than is commonly realised. As
Professor Curtis wrote in his "History of Ireland":ready to make happy marriages with Irish princesses."
And so from the Twelfth Century, for hundreds of
years, the Fitzgerald Family was one of the most influential in Irish History. The greatest of them all was Garret More the eighth and "Great Earl of Kildare". He was
Deputy Governor of Ireland from 1481 for most of the
rest of his life. Early in the fifteen hundreds he took
possession of the great Castle of Clonmore and not only
renovated it but enlarged and extended it.
THE GERALDINES
At this period the power of the Geraldines was at its
height and extended over not only Kildare and Carlow,
but most of Leinster. Their strength was based on affection and loyalty as well as on force and an official State
document reported that the "English Pale be so affect-
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ionate to the Geraldines for kindred, marriage, fostering
and adherence, that they covet more to see a Geraldine
to reign and triumph, than to see God come among
thern".
But if so for this very reason they had rivals and enemies at Court and especially the House of Ormonde
and these conspired and whispered against them. To paraphrase Shakespeare it was again the old old story ofHe was my friend, faithful and just to me,
But Ormonde says he was ambitious;
And Ormonde is an honourable man".
And so after the death of the Great Earl of Kildare,
when he was succeeded by Gerald Oge, the Ninth Earl,
· the English Monarchy began to take a firmer hand in
Irish Affairs by imposing a policy of "surrender and regrant". This was effected through a stronger council and
a rnore effective Lord Deputy whose aim was to restore
and recover "the Kings decayed rents and embezzled
lands in Ireland."
In 1534 Gerald Oge was recalled for the last time to
London and lodged in the Tower. Before leaving he appointed as his deputy his eldest son, Thomas, known to
the Irish and to history as "Silken Thomas", because of
the rich garments worn both by himseH and his bodyguard, and perhaps also because of his distinguished and
courtly manners. Silken Thomas was then a handsome
and attractive youth of twenty-one.
~-

Toe wise old Earl realised the dangers of the times
and the treacheries that were abroad. He had warned his
son to be guided by the advice of the Council. It was
to no avail. The pro-English factions led by the Butlers
of Kilkenny and Clogrennan, who looked eagerly for the
overthrow of the Earls of Kildare, spread a rumour that
Gerald Oge had been killed in the Tower of London and
that his son's life would also be taken.
Inflamed with rage at this apparent treachery, Thomas, an inexperienced and fiery young man, rode at the
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head of his followers into Dublin and before the Council his father had urged him to respect and obey, he formally renounced his allegiance to the King, surrendered
his sword of State and proclaimed a rebellion.
EXCOMMUNICATED
The Rising that followed had little Military significance but Archbishop Allen of Dublin was murdered, with
the result that Thomas was excommunicated by the
Church. In 1534, the largest English army seen in Ireland for many years was sent to occupy Dublin, and Silken Thomas was proclaimed both accursed and also a
traitor. The unhappy Earl of Kildare now died in the
Tower of London, some said of despair, and the Butlers
of Ossory and Ormonde, the Dullough and Clogrennan,
i;ose up in arms to take their long awaited vengeance on
their traditidnal rivals in Carlow, Clonmore, Kildare and
northwards to Maynooth.
All that winter of 1534 Thomas Fitzgerald ravaged
the border Country between Carlow and Kildare, in
Meath and Offaly; and southwards towards Ossory. For
a while he made a truce with the Butlers but it did not
last for long. Early in the following year the new Lord
Deputy stormed the Geraldine Stronghold at Maynooth
Castle and many of the Garrison were put to the sword.
Lord Thomas now tried to rally his supporters but at
last had to retreat to Thomond, intending to sail for
Spain. Changing his mind and unprepared to accept defeat, even in a forlorn cause, he spent some months in
raids against the English Army on the Borders of the
Pale. He finally surrendered unconditionally to Lord Grey
in August, 1535.
He was now sent to London and placed in the Tower
where he was soon joined by no less than five of his
uncles, some of whom had been seized with injustice and
with treachery. These six Geraldines were hanged together at Tyburn early in 1537. Deputy Lord Grey had
pleaded in vain for the life of the unfortunate and illfated Silken Thomas but he was not heeded-for Henry
in his wrath, was determined to extinguish if he could
the whole Geraldine race. Thus ended, at the early age
of twenty-four, the life of the colourful, debonair tenth
Earl of Kildare.
And so it was that the Butlers helped to undermine
and overthrow the great house of Fitzgerald, and thus
opened up the way to the Tudor Reconquest of Ireland
which was soon to follow. Not by any means for the
first time in history the frontier of the bitter conflict for
supremacy in Ireland was in the area which lies between
the Counties of Carlow and Kilkenny to the South, and
Kildare and the Pale to the North-and at Clonmore the
massive old Castle once more changed hands. In 1538
it was granted to Sir Piers Butler, the eighth Earl of Ormond, for services rendered to the Crown during the late
rebellion of Silken Thomas, its former lord.
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Poor
Clare
Convent
Graiguecullen 1893-1929
Extracts from the Diary of a Member of the Community

In the early part of the last century a remarkable
woman restored the Strict Observance of the Poor Clare
Colletine Rule. Mere Dominique Berlament made several
foundations in England between 1850 and 1860. In one
of these Foundations at Levenshulme, near Manchester
the majority of the Community were Irish. This led to
the hope of a Foundation in Ireland.
After many years of prayer and hope, a Drogheda gentleman offered to build a Convent provided the Poor
Clares could find a Bishop willing to receive them into
his diocese. The Most Rev. Dr. Lynch, Kildare and LeighJin accepted the foundation on these conditions but
when everything was practically arranged Mr. X commuted his promise to an offer of a hotel in the neigh-·
bourhood of Drogheda. What was to be done! Abandon
the Carlow Foundation and remain in Levenshulme. Mother Seraplime, the Superioress of the New Community
decided to go to Carlow.

t't;,

POOR CLARES IN IRELAND
On April 25th, 1893 Mother Mary Seraphine (Bowe).
the Abbess of the First Irish Foundation, accompanied
by Mother Angela (Tait) Vicaress, left the Convent in
Manchester arriving in Drogheda on 26th April. They
were followed a week later by three others, destined to
be the living foundation stones. Sister Ann Herbuta
(McShee), First Portress; Sr. M. Agnes (Conway), Sacristan; Sr. Clare Stanislaus (Jones), Second Portress. These
three came direct to Carlow-Graigue whither Mothers
Seraphine and Angela had preceded them. With Dr. Bilsbones permission, they came to Drogheda in the hope ci
having a personal interview with Mr. X. when the Sisters
called to his residence to see him they were told he was
too ill to receive visitors. The Sisters were received with
open arms and given hospitality at the Dominican Convent. When the Sisters received a communication from
"Mr. X." that he was unwilling to adhere to his original
-· offer, they decided to travel to Tullow (Co. Carlow) and
pay their respects to the Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. Lynch.
The Bishop gave them a warm welcome, and arranged
for the Sisters to stay at the Brigidine Convent.
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IN CARLOW
On May 1st, 1893 the Sisters arrived in Carlow, their
final destination. They were temporarily housed "on the
Bridge" in an old building. The then Parish Priest had
hopes of securing within a short time a more comodious and suitable house adjoining the Parochial Church
(now St. Fiac's Hall). The purchase price was considered too high and negotiations were broken off. The Sisters would have wished their Convent adjoined the
Church. If they had obtained their desire then, the Poor
Clare Convent today would not adjoin the new Parochial Church.
ON THE BRIDGE
There were now five Sisters in the Community so the
House of the Bridge had to be turned into a more
or less permanent home. The kindness of the Parish
Priest and the College Priests removed the inconvenience
of the Sisters having to go out to attend Mass in the
Parish Church. The Curate with the permission of the
Parish Priest celebrated Mass on week-days and the College Priests on Sundays. With the privilage of Mass in
the House a little Alter cam·e from the Parish Priest's
private Oratory, he also gave them a loan of a Monstrance. A Franciscan Missal was the gift of the Fathers
at Merchants Quay.
About this time improvements were made to the
House. A carpenter's shed attached to the residence
was converted into an Oratory. The writer of the diary
records that everyone was most helpful and generous. A
Dublin lady arranged for a supply of fish from a Dublin
Merchant, eggs were supplied by a country woman, also the people of Carlow and Graigue; later Graigue-Cullen took the Poor Clares to their hearts and supplied
all their needs.
NEW CONVENT BUILT
In the year 1899 a beautiful site for a proposed new
Convent was obtained. The site the Sisters wished to acquire was part of a field of eight acres- the owner a
(Continued on Page .27)

Rathvilly's Contribution
to the Tithe War
•

by P. J. Kavanagh, M.A.
When compared with the events at Graiguenamanagh,
Carrigshock and Bunclody, the tithe resistance in County
Carlow seems tame. In January, 1832, there were meetings in every parish to demand tithe reform. {1) These
were orderly affairs presided over by the clergy or some
local notability. Paul Carter, for instance, a local radical Protestant, presided over the Tullow meeting. (2) In
1834-35 a second series of anti-tithe meetings were held.
Other topics besides tithes, such as a deI11filld for the
introduction of a poor law or the collection of the
O'Connell tribute, were also raised at these meetings. By
1835-36 the chief opposition to tithes seems to have
centred on the Barony of Rathvilly, and especially on the
parish of the same name.
Rev. John Whitty was incumbent of Rathvilly and Rahill parishes. The main reason why people objected to
paying tithes to him was because he had "assigned twothirds of the tithes ...... to his son, David L. Whitty,
a layman, who was Captain of Yeomanry in 1798." (3)
This would have meant that John Whitty himself must
have been rather old. Perhaps he was unable to look after the collection of the tithes through infirmity. Probably another reason why the Parson was so disliked
was the fact that in 1798 his manse at Aries, Queen's
County, where he was then stationed, was attacked by
insurgents, and in the engagement twenty-two of them
were killed. (4).
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On 23 March, 1836, David Whitty and two of his workmen siezed five heifers at Garretstown, parish of Rahill,
for tithe of £8-19-9i, due to him as Impropriator of the
parish, from Pierce Butler. He placed them in Rathvilly
pound, but they were released by their owner who lodged the amount claimed on security that he would return
the cattle for sale on May 11th. "I further submit,'' con°
tinued Chief Constable Tom Trant in his report of the
incident, "that an immense number of persons, whose
hatred of tithes is unbounded, will assemble on the occasion." (5) There is no record of what occurred at the
sale.
On 13 May following Trant was out searchiJg for a
tithe offender. He had been informed by Rev. Mr. Whitty
that the person sought was at home. But he was soon
surrounded by a mob that had been called together by
the blowing of horns, and had to call off his search. (6)
In a report made late in 1835 Trant explained to his
superiors that the recourse to horn-blowing as a warning was first adopted in the area about 1832 when the
military were collecting tithes for Rev. John Whitty. (7)
Unfortunately there is no information available about

this earlier stage of the Rathvilly resistance to tithes.
On Saturday, 8 August following, thirteen cattle, siezed
for tithes due to Rev. John Whitty, were put up for auction at Barrack Street, Carlow. Before setting out to attend the auction Trant reported that "This morning horns
are sounding throughout this district as a notice to attend this day in Carlow, the sale of the tithe seizures."
(8) Seven thousand people turned up, about five thousand of them especially summoned from Castledermot,
where there was a fair that day. "One man, mounted on
an ass, rode through the fair, blowing a horn, and the
brother of the owner of the seizure was also at Castledermot . . . . . Several R.C. clergymen came from great
distances to attend the sale . . . . . . {9) As well as a
military presence there were also forty police there under Chief Constable Roche of Tullow, Chief Constable
Tom Trant of Bushy Park, Hacketstown, Sub-Inspector
Fitzgibbon, and Samuel Vignolles, the Stipendiary Magistrate. Despite the police and military, "the mob rushed
in upon the cattle in the most violent and outrageous
manner and forcibly carried them off." One policeman
was injured by a stone and Vignolles and the Sub-Sherri£ were assaulted. {10) On 11 August nineteen magistrates met to protest to the Government about the affair. {11) Vignolles, who was making every possible effort to get a prosecution, complained to the Castle of
"the insuperable uwillingness" of the people to give
information against the culprits. Nevertheless, he had
"persons employed" in an attempt to procure incriminating evidence. (12) Later, Tobias Toole of Straboe, an
employee of the owner of the cattle, was charged with
heading a riotous and tumultuous mob" at the tithe sale.
(13) He was found guilty of a common assault, merely
(14), to the chagrine of the Tory press which used the
tithe riot to bolster up its party theme of the breakdown
of law and order under the Whig government.
On 14 September Sub-Inspector Fitzgibbon and six policemen went to the farm of Simon McWey of Straboe
where they seized "twenty-seven head of black cattle''
for tithe due Rev. Mr. Whitty. McWey was not at home
and Fitzgibbon met with no opposition. (15)
On 23 September we find Sub-Inspector Butler affixing notices for Lay tithes on the church and chapel doors
of Hacketstown, where he met with no opposition. He
then proceeded to Rathvilly where he had arranged to be
met by thirty of the constabulary and twenty of the military. He posted tithe notices on Rathvilly church door
"amidst a large mob who shouted and groaned but offered no opposition." When he went to the chapel, however, he found the gate locked. He "couldn't get the key
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as the clergyman (Mr. Gahan) was absent"-deliberately
so no doubt. Two hundred people were assembled within the walls of the chapel yard. They said "that the
Sheriff and the person employed by the courts might
post what they thought proper at the church but that
the chapel was their property and that they would resist to the last." The police "were assailed with showers of stones and boiling water." The police fired two
shots, the crowd fled and the notices were posted. Thirteen police were injured. (16)
On 4 October Sub-Inspector Butler applied to the Stipendiary Magistrate, Samuel Vignolles, for fifteen to
twenty dragoons to accompany him in serving tithe writs
in Rathvilly. (17)
Five heifers and a bull, the property of Rev. William
(? John) Whitty, were stolen on 18 May, 1837. (18).
A crowd of two hundred gathered at the house of
Thomas Germaine at Tobinstown, Rathvilly, on 23 August, 1837, where seven bailiffs had been placed "in
charge of said Germaine's property which had been seized .... for tithes due Rev. John Whitty ..... The bailiffs were turned out of the house and put on the Public Road . . . (and) threatened with death ..... The people took Germaine's property for safe keeping." All this
even though "Germaine is a man not universally liked
in this neighbourhood" because he voted for Thomas
Bunbury of Moyl, his landlord, at the by-election of
1837, brought about by the death of Thomas Kavanagh,
M.P. of Borris. (19)
The following 15 November David Whitty and John
Moorehouse, his employee, were mobbed on their way
to the house of Michael Molloy of Garritstown. As usual the mob had been assembled by the blowing of
horns. Although Michael Molloy's workman, John Byrne,
claimed that Moorehouse had discharged a pistol at him,
nevertheless, the Magistrates accepted Moorehouse's evidence against Byrne. (20)
Six weeks later, on 27 December, Moorehouse was
again attacked, together with James Giltrap and Benjamin Cole, also Whitty's employees, as they approached the house of a Robert Giltrap, probably a relative of
James. The mob-about 50-strong-"supposed they were
going to serve Latitats for tithes." (21)
On 14 April, 1838, we find Sub-Sheriff, Henry Butler,
accompanied by sixteen police, again posting tithe notices at Rathvilly. Surprisingly they were not interfered
with. (22)
That summer a sectarian row flared up in Rathvilly.
During Caholic funerals in the parish cemetery, attached to the Protestant church, windows had been smashed
in the church. Following one such incident, when some
children had broken windows, the local police had posted placards seeking information about the affair, the
wording of which. seemed to stigmatise the entire population, in the opinion of the curate, Rev. John Gahan.
Accordingly, he complained to the Lords Justices, also
stating that he had "spoken strongly to his congregation" and that he was endeavouring to curb this misconduct. Their Lordships repudiated his complaint "in
view of the pattern of damage to the church." Informed
by the Castle authorities of Gahan's efforts to stop the
window-smashing Gahan replied trusting "that it may
be taken as an assurance that the spirit of furious bigotry and intolerance for which this neighbourhood has
been so disgracefully remarkable is softening down to
something like civilization and Christian feeling." (23)
Thomas Carr, a servant of Whitty, was knocked down
by three men "who said they would watch night and
'day for his master", on 22 October, 1838. However, Chief
Constable Fitzgibbon of Tullow, who reported the incident, was of the opinion that the attackers were peo20

pie whom Whitty had "turned out of his employment
some time ago." (24). The incident wasn't related to the
tithe troubles, therefore.
Finally, we hear that Joseph Jackson and Laurence
Kelly were attacked while serving processes for Rev. John
Whitty at Straboe on 5 January, 1840. (25) Whether
they were tithe or rent notices is not stated.
Rev. Patrick Moore was Parish Priest of Rathvilly from
1813 until his death in 1839 at the age of seventythree. (26) His curate and successor, Rev. John Gahan,
was described by the Carlow Sentinel, the lacal ascendancy organ as "a notorious anti-tithe agitator for many
years." (27) However, the same paper also credited
him helping to maintain order at the tithe affray in 183 7
in Carlow (supra). This, combined with his efforts to
stop the smashing of Rathvilly church windows would
seem to suggest that he disliked violence as a means of
achieving a solution to the tithe problem.
Other parishes in the area- Tullow, Hacketstown, Grangeforth, etc.-figure to a small degree in police
reports of tithe trouble. Rathvilly seems to have been
the centre of the disturbance.
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CIST-BURIAL WITH FOOD VESSEL
FROM SLYGUFF TOWNLAND, NR.
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In late March, 1974, a large slab, the
existence of which had Imig been
known and which, as many deep
scores indicated, had hindered ploughing, was lifted. It was in Slyguff on the
land of Mr. Roland Kidd.1 Under it a
stone-lined grave contained a crouched skeleton and a pottery vessel was
found. The finders removed the pot
and part of the upper fill of the cist
before replacing the capstone and reporting the find to the National Museum. 2 The site was investigated during
the first week of April, 1974.
The cist lay high on the north-east
slope at the northern end of a long
gravel ridge the axis of which ran
N-S and which was about 200 above
O.D. The slab covering the grave was
of granite, irregular in outline and approximately rectangular in cross and
long-section. It measured 1.80m. in
maximum length, 1.15m. in maximum
width and 18cm. in average thickness.
Its weight was estimated by the writer
to be slightly less than a ton (say,
1,000 kilos). Since the slab had been
lifted when the discovery was first
made, it was not precisely in its original position rwhen examined by the
Museum: it is, therefore, marked on
the plan and section (Fig. 1) in its conjectural original position. The underside of the capstone was chipped in
ancient times along one edge but
there is no reason to think that this
was deliberate.
The cist was rectangular in plan; its
walls were composed of three granite
slabs of fairly regular shape and one
granite boulder (the S.W. endstone)
which was roughly !)..shaped in crosssection. The N.W. sidestone had been
cracked in half. The scar was fresh
and may have been caused by the original lifting or replacing of the capstone. Each half was approximately
rhombic in outline with the shortest
side resting on the bottom of the cist.
The N.E. endstone was roughly rectangular in outline and in cross-section. Its base rested on the floor of
the cist. The remaining sidestone was
slightly irregular in longitudinal section, pointed at one end and rectangular in cross-section. In outline it
was approximately [)-shaped and set
with its rounded edge downwards in
a narrow slot in the bottom of the pit
in which the cist was made. The floor
of the structure was unpaved.
The upper part of the fill of the
grave had been disturbed before the
Museum investigation began and

quantities of material had been
thrown up along the N.E. and N.W.
sides. In this upcast soil some fragments of human bone were found. The
fill of the cist appears to have contained no humus originally although
some had spilled into it when the capstone was lifted. The fill was a uniform sandy material derived from the
subsoil and-to judge from the marks

/

0

on the side-stones--appeared to have
filled the structure to an average
depth of 24cm. below the top (see
section, Fig. 1).
The bones of the skeleton had lain
partly buried in this deposit. The
skull, some of the limb bones, the pelvis, several ribs and some fragments
of bone had been disturbed when the
cist was first opened. The displaced
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bones were stacked against the N.E.
side of the cist. From eyewitness accounts it was possible to establish that
the skull lay in the N. corner of the
cist with the face towards the N.W.
sidestone. The Food Vessel la'Y on its
its mouth towards the same sidestone.
Fortunately, a number of bones was
in situ. Twenty-two bones of the vertebral column were undisturbed as
were the right clavicle, the scapula,
humerus, ulna and some bones of the
right hand. The vertebral column was
orientated N-S. The right arm appeared to have been bent so that the harid
rested under the lower part of the
vertebral column. The right fibula
was also undisturbed; it lay approximately parallel to the vertebral column across the S.W. corner of the
cist. Bones of both the left and right
foot were found near the distal end
of the fibula. Bones of the left hand
were found in undisturbed fill under
the area from which the skull was removed; other bones of the same hand
were found at a higher, disturbed
level.
The cist was constructed in a pit
excavated into the subsoil. Its edge
was traceable along the N.W. and S.E.
sides of the cist. Some of the filling
material of the pit was identified at
the N.E. end of the cist but, because
of disturbance by the mechanical digger which had lifted the capstone and
the churnng effect of the heavy machine at the spot, the original outline
was not traceable. The capstone was
turned back when the cist was first
ooened and this had caused much of
the fill to fall into the cist. It was
necessary to repeat the process of
turning the capstone when the cist
was investigated by the Museum. The
danger of additional disturbance of archaeological features decided against
further moving of the capstone and
precluded detailed investigation of the
pit at the S.W. end.
The fill of the pit was composed of
sand derived from the subsoil mixed
with a dark brown clay. Small boulders, generally rounded and up to 15
cm. long, occurred in the top fill of
the pit and, less frequently, in the
lower part of the deposit. Some of
these stones had been placed on top
of the sidestooes, presumably to balance the capstone. Most of the boulders just described were granite, three
or four were limestone and two were
shale.
The pottery vessel (National Museum of Ireland Register Number 1974:
26):
The pot (Fig. 2, Plate 1) is a normal 'Food-Vessel' of 'Bowl' cype. It had
a narrow flat, slightly pedestalled
base, a somewhat globular body incurving towards the rim with two high
horizontal cordons around its widest
girth: the lip projects outwards slightly; it is rounded on its outer aspect
and slightly bevelled on its inner. The
interior of the vessel is smoothly
and evenly finished and bears a fairly
heavy carbonised deposit around the
middle. Patches of a lighter-coloured
deposit occur on the outer surface.
The outer surface is decorated all
over the motifs being deposed in horizontal bands. These we describe in
se<juence from the level of the rim
towards the base. A crude herringbone pattern decorates the rim; it is
not balanced about its median line but
consists of a row of oval impressions
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Fig. 2. The Bowl Food Vessel.

on the level and oblique strokes on
the outer aspect of the rim. On the
outer side of the lip there is a row of
closely-set vertical strokes. Below this
is a broad band bordered along its
upper and lower edges by a row of
closely-set D-shaped impressions. Between these is a plain wavy line in
false relief on a field filled with oblique strokes along the upper edge and
closely-set vertical strokes along the
lower. The cordons bound an area decorated with a horizontal line of pendant triangles, also executed in false
relief. The upper cordon is decorated
by a series of closely-set vertical
strokes and the lower with a herringbone pattern. Next, there is a broad
horizontal strip bounded along its upper and lower edges by a zig-zag in
false relief. A further zig-zag encircles the base of the vessel to form the
lower border of the final band of ornament on the body of the vessel. The
upper of the two bands just described
bears a somewhat irregular wavy line
formed by a pair of grooves-the
space between its lower edge and the
border being filled with oblique impressions made with a toothed implement. A row of short, closely-set impressions depends from the upper border. The lower band of ornament consists of an irregular herringbone pattern perhaps produced by impressing

a toothed implement into the clay before firing. The base takes the form
of a low shallow pedestal the edge of
which is defined by a slight moulding
which bears traces of obliquely set
impressions both on its outer and inner aspects. The base bears a roundel composed of a crude circular moulding executed by means of oval
impressions similar to those on the
rim already described. Inside this is a
roughly circular area with a slightly
irregular plain cross in false relief
formed by four approximately evenly
spaced triangular depressions, the surfaces of which are lightly stroked.
The pot-in an excellent state of
preservation-is covered with slip; it
is light brown to buff in colour and
has a black core. The fabric is coarse
and sandy-the grit is composed of
pounded granite of local provenance.
Dr. John Jackson, who examined the
vessel, remarks on the presence of a
few worn pieces of grit but there are
many fresh angular fragments, consistent with pounding granite pebbles to
obtain filler for the ware). H. of vessel, 11.20cm., depth, 10.37cm., external D. at rim, 13.9cm., average T. of
rim, 1.15cm., max. D. 15.9cm., D. of
base, 6cm.
THE HUMAN REMAINS:
The anatomical examination of the
bones from the cist was carried out
by Professor C. A. Erskine, Professor
of Anatomy at Trinity College, Dublin, who reports as follows:
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"Collection comprises large parts of
Skeleton of young adult male 180
ems. (5' 11") in height and heavily
built; very well preserved.
Skull: vault complete, fragments of
facial bones present. Strong muscle
markings on mastoid process and deep
mastoid notch. Large Wormian bones
present and a visible metopic suture.
Mandible large with notable deep body
and short wide ramus and shallow
notch. Teeth rwell preserved, show
some wear. Body of hyoid present.
Vertebral Column: complete vertebral column present, very well preserved. Vertebrae Iarge--six lumbar
present, the last having an unusual
articulation with the 1st sacral segment on the left side. Suggests nearly complete Iumbarisation, except that
there appear to be 5 sacral segments,
the last having been broken off. The
last 2 thoracic vertebrae have large
and complete facets for heads of ribs.
Ribs almost complete. Complete right
innominate bone typically male, and
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fragments of left.
Limbs: arm bones nearly complete,
except hand-8 carpal bones and 8
metacarpals of 2 hands. No peculiarities. Scapula with acromion, heads and
lateral border present only. Leg
bones: tibiae large with some postmortem erosion. Right and left fibulae
some
erosion. Femora: large, left
shows some slight diffuse straining
on shaft. Some post-mortem erosion of
condyles".
The bones were examined radiologicaHy by Dr. Joseph Ennis, M.D., of
the Radiology Department, Mater
Hospital, Dublin. It was hoped that
such an examination might shed some
light on the general health of the person buried at Slyguff or give evidence
of the direct cause of death. To this
end radiographs were taken of the
femorli to check for the presence of
Harris' Lines (lines caused by interruptions in the growth of 6one in
childhood caused by disease or ma!-

nutrition), the cranuim and mandible.
Dr. Ennis reports as follows:
Both femora: There is no evidence
of Harris' Lines. The cortex is well
preserved. The trebecular pattern is
normal. A defect in the medial femoral condyle may be related to decay.
Skull: Pituitary fossa is normal. No
evidence of any fracture.
Mandible: (left side): The 3rd molar
missing (post--mortem loss M.R.), the
remainder of the teeth are perfectly well-preserved.
To summarise the medical evidence,
the person buried in the Slyguff cist
was a tall, heavily built young man
,who suffered neither from an illness
nor an accident of the types which
manifest themselves in pathological
changes in bone or, at any rate, those
changes which would still be apparent after burial for some four thousand years. His teeth were well-preserved but show some signs of wear.
They might suggest a diet conducive to dental hygiene; the absence of
caries is of interest. The cause of
death is unknown.
DISCUSSION:
The cist was constructed in a pit
specially dug for that purpose. It is
not certain whether the body was
first placed in the pit and the stone
structure erected around it-only one
of the sidestones was firmly bedded
in place-or whether the cist was
built to the required size before the
body ,was laid in position. At all events it is clear that the body was interred intact: the discovery of many
bones of the skeleton in their correct anatomical relationships rules out
any suggestion that the Slyguff corpse
had been defleshed perhaps by temporary burial elsewhere before deposition in its final resting place. It is
equally clear for the same reason that
the body had not been dismembered
and the portions placed in the cist.
The skeleton appears to have fitted the
cist closely. All the evidence suggests that the posture of the burial
was as follows:- the body lay on the
right side, with the head almost in the
N.E. comer, the knees appear to have
been drawn up almost to the lower
part of the chest with the lower part
of the legs bent almost parallel to the
line of the vertebral column, the right
arm extended along the side of the
body, the hand being under or beside
the right hip, the left arm may have
crossed the breast with the hand lying
before the face or, perhaps, under the
head. It is possible that the corpse had
been trussed up tightly before burial
because it is difficult to imagine how
the posture could have been achieved
otherwise. The practice of binding
bodies is attested in primitive communities at the present day-it is an
operation which would naturally have
to be carri~ out either before the onset of rigor mortis or after its passing.
This is, of course, speculative when
applied to prehistoric burials in Ireland.
The position of the pot in relation
to the skull has been noted in a majority of Bowl Food Vessel burials in
Ireland and Beaker burials in ScotIand.3
The Slyguff burial is, therefore, a
normal, Early Bronze Age crouched,
unburnt burial in a cist. Waddell4 has
recorded the occurrence of this variant of the burial ritual of the period
at forty-five locations in Ireland: It is

commonest in the midlands and southeast and relatively rare in Ulster (Fig.
3). What this means in cultural terms
is difficult to decide. Mr. Laurence
Flanagan would question whether the
use of a cist is a significant trait-he
would see many allegedly isolated burials in cists merely as interments in
cemeteries in which a variety of burial modes is represented. The other
burials, he contends, may have escaped detection while attention was focused on the obvious structure of the
cist. 5 I would, however, incline to the
view that cists constitute impressive
evidence of a distinct tradition of burial in the Bronze Age: they are known
in large numbers (Waddell has listed
more than six hundred examples), generally carefully built and frequently
of massive proportions and conform.
ing to a limited number of types.
Every aspect of the structure, ritual
and siting of cists, in present knowledge, implies a long tradition of building and the attachment of great importance to them.
It is worth noting that, of the fortyfive locations mentioned above, at
seventeen, Bowl Food Vessel pottery
was found.
Parallels for individual motifs on
the vessel are easy to find amongst
the corpus of Irish Bowl Food Vessels and in particular amongst those
from the S.E. of Ireland. Similar
schemes of organisation of ornament
and similar decorative motifs may be
noticed on vessels from, for example,
Graney West (National Museum of Ireland, Register No. 1953:1), Poolpluck
(National Museum of Ireland, Reg.
No. 1935:545, 547), Numey Demesne
(National Museum of Ireland, Reg.
No. R.208, Wk. 102), all from Co. Kildare, and Royal Oak and Ballon Hill
(National Museum of Ireland, Reg.
No. 1928:434), both in Co. Carlow. It
is, however, difficult to date the Slyguff vessel closely because very little
material the age of which can reliably
be estimated has ever been found with
Bowl Food Vessels.
At Gortcorbies in Co. Derry a Bowl
Food Vessel was found with Beaker
pottery of rather uncertain type6: the
association might be taken to indicate
a date fairly early in the Bronze Age
for the vessel. A related vessel was
found at Corkey, Co. Antrim, accompanied by a dagger which Harbison
would assign to his second technological division of the Early Bronze Age
in this country-the Frankford phase
(say the 17th and 18th centuries
B.C.).7 He seeks confirmation of this
dating by comparing a bronze arwl
found with a dagger of uncertain form
and a Bowl Food Vessel from Carrickinab, Co. Down, and a similar one
from a burial at Annaghkeen, Co. Galway, with an example in a Beaker context from Overton Hill, Wiltshire.a Dr.
Harbison suggests that Bowl Food
Vessels may have continued in use
after the Frankford Phase but there
are as yet no associated finds to prove
it. Simpson notes instances of polish•
ed stone axeheads associated with
Bowl Food Vessels and implies that
the implements are primarily artifacts
of the Neolithic and do not survive
long into the succeeding period. 9 This
is debatable and it would be unwise,
therefore, to assign an early date to
the vessels merely because of an association with stone axeheads. Fragments of a Bowl Food Vessel occur•
red in the context of Beaker and Neo.
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lithic Wares at Lough Gur, Co. Limerick.10 A bone belt-fastener, found
with a Bowl Food Vessel at Killicarney, Co. Cavan, may suggest a date
contemporary with the first phase of
the Wessex Culture in Britain. 11
The evidence which we have suggests that Bowl Food Vessels were
in use in the earlier Bronze Age in
Ireland (say, in the first half of the
second millennium B.C.). Whether
they continued in use later is uncertain and what date we can assign to
their origins is equally unclear. It is,
however, worth noting that Bowl
Food Vessels are already recognisable
as such when found in Beaker contexts in Ireland-this implies that
their development was well advanced
by the time they begin to be deposited
with what we may regard, tentatively,
as our earliest datable accompanying
finds.
The origins of the Bowl Food Vessel are difficult to define. Several authorities are agreed that interaction between Beaker Pottery and native Neolithic wares gave rise to the Bowl Food
Vessel-possibly within Ireland.12 Elsewhere I have hinted that this process
of development might be glimpsed in
the pottery of the Late Neolithic ~Linkardstown' cists of the south-east13
which in their zoning of ornament and
all-over decoration might be taken to
betray Beaker influence on the native
round-bottomed bowl forms: such an
exotic influence may also be reflected
in the restricted numbers- most often
single individuals - interred in those
cists. Such a suggestion is open to

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
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Townland, Sliguff, Parish, Sliguff,
Barony, Idrone East, Co. Carlow,
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during the work.
See Waddell, J. Irish Archaeological Research Fonnn 1 (1974)
35.
Waddell, J., J. Roy. Soc. Antiq.
Ireland, 100 (1970). Inventory
p. 107-139; see also Waddell,
Irish iArchaeologieal Research
Fonmt, 1 (1974), 35.
Mr. Laurence Flanagan, private

considerable dispute and the tentative
hypothesis has recently been dismissed without consideration by one writer.14 The real weakness in the theory
which I advanced in preliminary

Plate 1. The Bowl Food Vessel (a)
general view (b) base.
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The moistness of the Irish climate as compared with
that of Britain is the characteristic by which it is most
strongly marked.
In consequence of its situation between England and
the Atlantic Ocean Ireland necessarily arrests in its progress the vast body of vapour collected from that wide
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form in the pages of this journal
some time ago, lies in the lack of
associations of 'proto-Food Vessels' 15
with Beaker or Food Vessel pottery
and, indeed, in the general, but not
complete, lack of Beaker from the
south eastern quarter of the country.
It should, however, be pointed out that
our knowledge of the archaeology
of the area comes mainly from chance
finds. Despite this there is considerable evidence of Early Bronze Age activity in the region both in the distribution of metal types, including
gold objects, and burials. The same
random factors which brought these
to light provide us also with the major part of the corpus of Late Neolithic
Burials of the type containing 'protoFood Vessels'.
It is in the context of a developing bronze-using economy, strongly
rooted in native traditions and influenced in some measure by exotic
practices, that the Sliguff burial must
be viewed. The technical skill of the
potter and the fine treatment of the
decoration testify to a people with a
sophisticated taste in design and ornament.

9.
10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

Simpson in Studies in Ancient
Europe, 205.
0 Rfordain, Proc. Roy. Irish Acad.
56 (1953-4), 341, Simpson in Studies in Ancient Europe, 205.
Wakemen J. Roy. Soc. Antiq. Ireland 15 (1879-82), 191-2, Simpson, Trans. Dumfries and Galloway Nat. Hist. and Antiq. Soc.,
32, and in Studies in Ancient
Europe, 202-3.
Simpson, A. Ulster J. Archaeol.,
32 (1969), 37 with refs.
Ryan, M.F. Carolviana, 2, No. 21
(1972), 19; see also Waddell, J.
Irish Archaeological Research
Forum, l, (1974) 35.
Waddell, J. Irish Archaeological
Research Forum 1 (1974), 35.
The term 'proto-Food Vessel'
used to be applied to certain decorated Late Neolithic bowls
which, mainly in their omament,
were regarded as partly ancestral to Food-Vessels. The expression is now unfashionable.

expanse of waters. Yet the medium fall of rain in our
country is less on the average than the medium fall of
rain in most parts of England. It is owing to aerial
evaporation rather than to the quantity of rain that the
climate is so humid, but though it is damp and so unstable it is yet conducive to health and longevity while
its mildness is also conducive to the favourable cultivation of the soil.
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Carlow county comprises of the following baroniesRathvilly, East Idrone, West !drone, Carlow, Upper St.
Mullins, Lower St. Mullins and Forth. It has an area of
221,295 statute acres. Total population would approximately be in the region of 40,000. Population of Carlow
town would roughly be around 11,000-12,00 0(1971 Census-10,000).
Catherlach, the Irish name of the town of Carlow, is
explained as signifying the city or fort on the lake or
river. Built at the junction of the rivers, Barrow and Hurren, it is believed that in ancient times the waters covered an extensive tract of land so as to merit the name
of a lake. Close by the junction of both rivers stood Carlow Castle, an imposing oblong structure, flanked with
round towers in the manner of Norman castles of a
similar period. It is not known by whom it was erected, but in all probability it was by Hugh De Lacy, the
great castle builder of the day, about the year 1180.
The town is enriched with a wealth of notable buildings-The Court House, built about 1830, The Cathedral
built 1828-1831, St. Patrick's College, built 1793, St.
Dympna's Hospital, Club House, now St. Brigid's Hospital, Deighton Hall. to name but a few. Adjacent to the
town we have Grosvenor, Otterholt, Erindale. all on the
Kilkenny Road., Brownshill House and Oakpark House.
The latter was the seat of the Bruen family.
Outside the town, about one and a half miles to the
east, in the townland of Kernanstown, is the Brownshill
Dolmen or cromlech. This is a large capstone, resting on
three upright pillars. The capstone itself weighs 125 tons
and is reputed to be the largest of its kind in Europe.
It dates back to around 2500 B.C. A smaller type dolmen is to be found at Acaun bridge in the townland of
Tobinstown, on the road to Hacketstown.
In the southern tip of the county is the ruins of the
old abbey of St. Mullins. Situated in a very picturesque
locality, overlooking the River Barrow, it was founded
by St. Moling in the seventh century. Its hallowed precincts has been the burial place of the McMurrough Kavanaghs, Kings of Leinster, for centuries.
About two miles west of Leighlinbridge, stands the
Cathedral of Old Leighlin, on the site of the original
Cathedral structure which was founded in the seventh
century. It is of handsome Gothic architecture. Portion
of the building dates back to mid twelfth century which
was built by Donatus, Bishop of Leighlin from 1152 to
1185.
At Ballon Hill, in the townland of Ballykealy, notable
excavations were carried out in the middle of the last
century. Work was commenced by Mr. Richardson Smyth
of Ballykealy on the 14th June, 1852 and was carried on
to 1854. As a result a number of human skeletons, a
large quantity of urns, cists and other fictile vessels were
unearthed.
In several parts of the county remains of the Giant
Deer have been found. Commonly known as the Irish
Elk or Megaceros Hibernicus, it became extinct about
8,000 B.C. Its nearest relative to-day being the moose
of Nqtth America and Canada. A very striking animal its
antlers measured about 11 feet across and weighed
around 100 pounds. Also to be found in Carlow, as in
other parts of the country, was the wolf (Canis lupus).

Westman

In fact, it is reliably believed that the last wolf in Ireland was killed by rhe wolfhounds of John Watson, of
Ballydarton, Fenagh, in 1786.
Beside the town of Borris in a beautiful demesne.
stands Borris House, seat of the McMurrogh Kavanagh
(MacAlpine-Downie) family. This fine mansion was built
in 1731. The family can trace their direct ancestry back
for fully 1,500 years.
Notable objects of interest were found in the last century in the vicinity of Borris demense during digging operations, namely the FIGEEN, a curious piece of antiquity composed of a mixture of silver and tin and weighing 16 ozs. 17 dwts-the CHARTER HORN, which was
made of ivory mounted and ornamented with gilt brass.
said to be in the possession of the family of Kavanagh
of Borris-Idrone from a very early period-the LIATH
MEISICITH. a curious ancient box for many ages an heirloom of the Kavanagh family. It was made of brass and
cased with silver. The latter two were presented to the
Museum of Trinity College. Dublin.
Turning to the picturesque village of Rathvilly we have
the historic Moat of Rathvilly, which is situated in the
townland of Knockroe and about a half mile from the
village. The Moat of Rathvilly is said to have been the
residence of Crimthann, king of Leinster at the coming of
christianity to Ireland in the fifth century.
In the northern portion of county and about 4 miles
from Hacketstown is the remains of Clonmore Castle.
Again its erection is ascribed to Hugh de Lacy in or
about 1180. Local tradition refers its erection to the
Hacket family who owned a vast tract of land in the
north of the county and from whom Hacketstown is
named. This was a castle of considerable size, forming a
hollow square, 170 feet on each side, except the south,
where it reached 230 feet. It was surmounted by towers
at each angle. that to the north west, known as the
Maiden's Tower being 60 feet high.
In 1914, the county was comprised of two police districts-namely Carlow and Bagenalstown. Carlow District
was made up of the following Stations- Carlow, Ballykealy (Ballon), Blacklion, Carlow-Graigue, Hacketstown.
Milford, Rathvilly and Tullow. Bagenalstown was the following, Bagenalstown, Borris, Clonegal, Fenagh, Leighlinbridge. Myshall and St. Mullins. A station at Ballinree.
in the latter district, was closed some years earlier. Each
District was in charge of a District Inspector. The Sergeant in charge of each District Headquarter Station was
in fact the higher rank of Head Constable. Carlow town
was also the County Headquarters in charge of the
County Inspector.
On the 28th September, 1922, the first members of
the Garda Siochana ,or Civic Guards, as they were then
known, took up duty in Carlow town. One of the members of that party. Mr. Denis Flynn, resides at Burrin
St .. Carlow.
The present Carlow town is one of the finest thriving industrial towns in the country. It is surrounded by
some of the finest of agricultural land. One has only to
look around at its modern factories, its administrative
premises, a vast amount of lovely type dwellinghouses·
springing up everywhere as evidence of its prosperity.
We are all proud of its progressive march forward.
2S

Teresa Kelly writes on ...

CARLOW'S FORMER FEVER HOSPITALS
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The Old Co. Bridewell in Bridewell Lane was opened
as a Temporary Fever Hospital and Infirmary on August
1st, 1829. Dr. Shrewbridge Connor, M.D. was in charge.
He had been trying for several years to have a new
Hospital built. From reports in the local papers there
was a severe outbreak of fevers in the years 1837-38
and the hospital was so overcrowded that the poor fever
patients could not receive the nursing they requir~d.
At the summer Assizes of 1837 the overseer appomted by the Grand Jury were instructed to sell by Public
Auction at the New Court House on Saturday, 11th November, 183 7 "The Old Gaol and site on which it stands
in Bridewell Lane". Purchasers not to receive possession
until patients can be admitted to New Fever Hospital.
In 1838 steps were taken to erect a New Fever Hospital and Infirmary. The next move in the work was at
the Carlow Special Road Sessions in May 1840.
Mr. Faulkiner, the Chairman, announced that he had
a letter from Mr. Sam Haughton, in which he proposed
that "Greenbank House" on the Athy Road should be
taken over as a Fever Hospital. Mr. Faulkiner considered the matter most important, as the house required
very little additions to make it most desirable as a Hospital. The question to be decided was, whether it was
more economical and advantageous to the County to purchase a house than to build a new one, after buying the
site. There was only £1,000 on hands.
Mr. Haughton had offered the house for two-thirds of
its value. Mr. Duckett said the price asked was £1,200,
but he could not see how they could pay that sum,
when they only had £1,000.
Mr. Forth, the Co. Surveyor, examined the premises
and reported that the alterations necessary to convert
same into a Hospital, would cost a further £350. Under these circumstances the matter was dropped. Some
members including Messrs Faulkiner, Fishboume and Duckett were of the opinion that they would never get such
a bargain as offered by Mr. Haughton. The house was
then offered by Mr. Haughton for £950 and whatever alterations were necessary could be defrayed by the sale
of materials from the Old Fever Hospital (Bridewell).
Mr. Faulkiner proposed that the offer of Mr. Haughton
be certifjed and recommended to the Grand Jury for
Adoption on the grounds of economy and urgent necessity and was passed unanimously. Apparently this recommendation was not adopted by the Grand Jury, because on the 19th February 1840, the Overseers appointed by the Grand Jury were looking to buy an acre of
land near the town on which to build a New Fever Hospital. The site selected was in Green Lane on land owned by Henry Bruen.
In March 1842 Mr. Keane, Architect from Dublin, attended before the Grand Jury Spring Assizes with plans
fot the necessary offices to the New Fever Hospital,
which were approved by the Grand Jury. The proposals
of the parties seeking the contract for the building of
the out-offices were rejected, after a long discussion,
,owing to the contractors refusing to do the work for
£350, the sum granted at the Special Sessions.
Finally a New Fever Hospital was never built. The

Ii,

, l'
I 'Ii

1-Jli

bii!i!i •.

<>!:

26

Grand Jury acquired "Raneybush'', a private house, built
by an officer in Wellington's Army on land owned by
Henry Bruen at Rathnapish.
The original entrance to the residence was through
the permanent Way of the Railway. The opening of the
Railway to Carlow closed this entrance and a new one
was made from the Green Lane. Dr. Shewbridge Connor
continued as physician to the New Hospital and his wife
Margaret Connor was the matron.
In October 1956, it was decided. by the then Co. Manager of the Co. Council to close the Fever Hospital on
economy grounds after an existance of 115 years.
The premises remained closed until 1964 when it was
bought by the Particular Council of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul (Carlow) from Carlow Co. Council for
the sum of £1,250; with the intention of adapting the
building to a Youth Centre. A development scheme was
launched in August 1967 at a Public Meeting held in St.
Dympna's, presided over by his Lordship Most Rev. Dr.
Lennon. In 1969 work commenced on the present scheme
to build a gymnasium. The contract for same was given
to Messrs. D. & J. Carbery at an estamated cost of
£28,750. To make room for the new building the old
wash-house and other premises (the contract of building same was disputed, in 1842) were demolished and
site cleared.
On September 30th, 1970 The Carlow Youth Centre
new Gymnasium was opened by Mr. Robert Cashman,
President of the Dublin Council of St. Vincent de Paul.
Mass was celebrated in the Gym. by his Lordship, Most
Rev. Dr. Lennon, who also blessed the building and unveiled a dedication plaque. The building can hold 2,500
people. In 1969 the Council also acquired a field adjacent to the Centre for £2,500 from Mr. T. Clerkin (formerly the Murphy property). This land will be developed
later for athletics and other outdoor activities.
(I am indebted to the late Mr. W. J. Fenlon for the
above information).

Interesting facts
The large burial place in Fems Old Graveyard beside
St. Aidan's Cathedral (Church of Ireland), the smallest
Cathedral in Ireland, contains the remains of Dermot
McMurrogh, King of Leinster, who died in 1171 after a
victory of unction and penance, and near the Shrine of
Saints Maodhog and Moling. A further interesting fact is
that the tomb contains the bones of Father John Murphy, the patriot Wexford priest who was beheaded in the
Square of Tullow in 1798 for his part in the Rising. The
gory details of the execution and burning of his headless body in a barrel of pitch are well known. His, charred bones were scabbled into the ground but the following night Mrs. Dawson, Crosslow, Tullow, accompanied
by a Mrs. O'Callaghan, collected the remains, carried
them to Ferns and placed them in the tomb. Mrs. Dawson was a sister of the murdered priest and a native of
Tincurry, Fems.

(Extract from Co. Kildare Archaeological Society's Journal, Vol. VI No. 5.)
Contributed by Mrs. M. Prior Wandesforde.

Bestfield
Alias
Dunganstown
and
Newgarden
To the north of Carlow, beside Oak Park, lie these
two townlands adjoining one another. At the end of the
sixteenth century they were in the possession of the St.
Leger family. Edmund St. Leger, of Dunganstown, died on
the 10th December 1597, and was succeeded by his nephew Robert St. Leger in the Queen's County, son of his
brother Thomas.
The following description of the place is copied from
a County Carlow Exchequer Inquisition taken in 1614:The said Edmund was in possession of the Castle,
towne and lands of Dowganston now commonly
called the Pigeon House, consisting of the Mansyon or Cheefe House and Orchard there, the Island, and the fishing-weare of the said towne;
me croftes and gardens, and an aker of land of
the greate country measure; and the following
parcells-Akreanga, Willow aker, Blackditch aker,
the Peare-tree, aker, two akers called SkeaghVenneady, and other lands, besides the hamlet and
landes called Garrynowe alias New Garden parcell
of the said Dowganston.
A few years later, the family of Butler of Tullow (co.
Carlow) were in possession of "Dowganstowne and
Garrynew'', held of the king as of his Castle of Carlow.
James Butler, late of Tullagh, is found by an Inquisition
to have died in possession of these lands on the 10th
February 1629; by his wife Ellen .... who survived him,
he left a son . and heir Edward, and a daughter, Arabella, who was the second wife of Gerald 'Oge' Fitzgerald
of Morette in the Queen's County.
The Petty Survey (1659) shows the Castle of "Ducanstowne" as then standing close to the bank of the Barrow.
From a family named Best, who settled here in the
eighteenth century, the townland became known as' Bestfield. Close to the Athy road is a ruinous enclosure containing a large tomb-slab on which, until cut away by
orders of Mr. Bruen in 1890, an old ash had so grown
that a portion of the inscription was hid under its encroaching bark; the slab, which was originally probably
a table-tomb bears the following inscription:Hete lyeth the Body of Mrs. Sarah
Best, the wife of Arundel Best,
Esqr, who departed this life ye 15 Day of February 1743 aged
72. Here alsoe lyeth the Body of
George Best son of the said
Arundel Best and Sarah who departed

The 16th Day of March 1739.
Here lyeth the Body of Arundel
Best, Esq, who departed this life
The First Day of May in the year
of our Lord 1755, Aged 78.
Also the Body of Caulfield Best,
second son of Elias and Elizabeth
Best & Grandson to the said Mr.
Arundel Best of Bestfield in the
County Carlow.
I was informed by an old man named Matthew Gatney of the Knock at Castleroe, long since dead, that he
had seen a second slab in this enclosure belonging to
one of the Bests whom his father had disinherited, on
which was cut:Here lies the Body of Weaver Best
Separated from all the rest.
And let his soul be where it will,
His body lies in Bestfield still.
However I could find no trace of it in this private
family cemetery. The Best family was also seated at
Knockbeg on the opposite bank of the River Barrow;
their burial-place was close by at Sleaty.
The two townlands now called Newacre and Aghanure,
which are bounded on the north by the River Lerr, are
in Petty's Survey marked down as "Duckans Wood", and
may originally have been a part of "Ducanstowne" (Dunganstown), though the wood was held at that time, along
with Painstown, by James Barry (a Protestant).
POOR CLARE CONVENT, GRAIGUE-CULLEN 1893-1929
Continued from page 18
Quaker-was unwilling to sell. On the owner's death
all his property was put up for Auction; but there was
no bid for the field. Fr. A. Murphy went to the unfailing
source of help to the Sisters, the late Mr. Michael Governey. He replied "I will buy the field and give the Poor
Clares as much of it as they need." The site once secured, building proceeded rapidly, and on July 22nd,
1900, the Convent, though not completely finished, was
ready for occupation. The Community left their "Rivo
Torto" on Graigue Bridge, and went in procession, headed by his Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Patrick Foley and
Clergy to their new home. The Bishop blessed the Convent and enclosed the Community. Shortly afterwards,
through the generosity of the Mccann family of Donnybrook, Dublin-one of whom was a member of the Community-the little extern Chapel was built.
NEW CHURCH
The Bruen Memorial Church (St. Anne's) on the Athy
Road had been unused for some years. It was purchased by the late Rev. J. Fogarty, P.P. about 1927. It was
taken down stone by stone and transferred to site on
the other side of the River Barrow; where it was re-erected. The foundation stone was laid by the late Most
Rev. Dr. M. Cullen on Ascension Thursday, 1928 and the
Church was opened for public worship in October 1929.
The Dublin Penny Journal in its first issue of June
30th 1832 which was printed by John S. Folds, 56, Great
Strand Street and sold by the following: J. Phillips, Belfast; W. Campbell, Derry; E. Duffy, Enniskillen; R. Greer,
Newry; J. Robinson, Omagh; W. Douglas, Kilkenny; S.
King, Cork; E. Deane, Limerick; J. Shields, Birr and J.
Bedlow, Carlow.
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My particular attention in Carlow Museum is centred
in the Folk section of the building. A wealth of material is on exhibit, drawing attention to the typical fireplace of the thatched cabin. This is re-constructed in
detail even to the tud fire, and the grid-irons, pots of
various sizes, down to the "Skillet". Around such fireplaces as the one I refer to, some of the world's greatest statesmen and Missionaries were taught their first
lessons. Most of our great writers recalled the day of
the Hedge School, where on wet days they were brought
indoors to be taught around the hearth. The later items
of furniture such as the "Settlebed", and the "Dresser'',
really deserve attention but, space does not permit me
to elaborate. There is also a good collection of picture
calendars, depicting some very delicately coloured scenes,
next, a set of planes used by the carpenter, before the
days of machine cutting and planing of timber. A complete set of thatcher's tools is on display even to the
needle for stitching the thatch to the roof or, I should
say for stitching the "straw to the scraw". I miss the
mallet from this collection. The earlier system of reaping by sickle may be appreciated on examination of the
various type of sickle. The sickle probably dates from
about 600 B.C. and was known to the Celts. They were
the first iron-using tribes to come to Ireland. They spoke
a Celtic language, it been a decided ancestor of our
Irish tongue. By the time St. Patrick landed in Ireland
there was a uniform culture and aU the people spoke
Irish, and apparently worshipped the god "Ogmios",
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from which the word Ogma or Ogam is taken. Ogmios
was to the Celt, the equivalent of Hercules to the
Greeks. Ogmios was the heroic God of Music, Battle and
Wrestling. The Celts grew three kinds of grain- wheat,
oats and barley, but no root crop. It was customary to
kill, and cure a supply of meat at the end of Autumn,
thus lessening the demand for fodder. The trapdoor from
the old gaol brings to mind the punishments metred out
to offenders of that time. For instance, a person caught
stealing for a second time was usually hanged. You
may be sure there were few "Old Lags" in those days,
as most criminals didn't live long enough to merit the
title, thanks to the rigour .of the law.
I cannot leave the subject without last, but not least,
the antlers. The work of re-assembling the antlers of
the Irish Elk is undoubtedly a masterpiece, and indeed
a rarity. Those antlers may be anywhere around 10,000
years old. Twelve thousand years ago, giant elk and
deer were roaming free in this country, as Ireland was
not then inhabited, while all wild animals were being
hunted all over Europe .
Would some kind person in the Tullow area kindly
present the Museum with some item or items of the
pearl fishing period. This remarkable phenomenon is
worthy of exhibit in the museum as a seventeenth century visitor had great praise for the pearl-fishing in the
river Slaney, and claimed it was unbeatable for producing excellent mussels .
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News Round-up 1974
Mary Smyth
\

In a broad sense this year of 1974 has been one of
unmitigated gloom in whatever field we examine it. It
opened badly with our energy crisis or petrol famine,
which set up a chain reaction of such dimensions that
its effects were felt right through the community. The results were almost instantaneous-redundancy, shorter
working weeks, closures, bankruptcies and soaring prices.
We learned to our sorrow how much we have come to
depend on oil and its derivatives for the essentials of
modern living. The ending of the crisis brought only
minimal improvement, and left us a cost-of-living legacy which will never be reduced. Since then we have
been bedevilled by strikes, falling cattle prices, shortage
of tourists, and the wettest summer on record with consequent floods and harvest losses. Over all hangs the
shadow of the appalling situation in the North where
senseless slaughter has become commonplace and from
whence no ray of light ever shines.
Hardly a happy picture with which to begin a brief
survey of a year in the life of an Irish town. But mem ory seems to be equipped with a selective defence mechanism in that we forge~ the darker passages, and remember better the brighter spots. Since we are a microcosm of the whole, Carlow's little success stories may
help to shed a kinder glow on the overall picture.
Approaching Carlow today from the Dublin side, the
unaccustomed· driver requires a capacity for instant decision when he reaches the Green Lane junction. The
familiar road past -the cemetery is blocked by barrels
and earthworks, and is reached by an insignificant detour to the right. I have met former Carlovians who,
wishing to visit in Dublin Rd., found themselves in Barrack St. before recognition set in. This of course speaks
well for the work that has been done on the national
primary route designed to carry through traffic out of
town by way of Rathnapish, Barrack St. and Hanover
Bridge to Kilkenny Road. At this southern end a rather
complicated junction which some residents allude to as
the Burma Rd. is well sign-posted directing Dublin-bound
and Sugar Factory traffic out of the Town Centre. However in spite of this the occasional juggernaut may still
be observed ·creating traffic mayhem in Dublin St. and
in the even narrower Tullow St.
Barrack St. is becoming an attractive as well as a
busy thoroughfare, one of its pleasant features being
its centre row of lime trees now bright with Autumn
colours. Its importance is emphasised by the fact that
Carlow's first set of traffic lights are positioned 2t its
head. Lower down the high barrack walls and forbidding
entrance of the old County Home have gone, and in
their place stands Bethany House opened in February by
the Minister of Health, Mr. Corish. Built at a cost of
a well-spent £90,000 it is a welfare home for 40 elderly people and means that here they will be cared for
while still preserving their freedom and independence. It
is the first step in the replacement of the Sacred Heart
Home-;::-its patients will be moved in time to a geriatric unit in St. Dympna's-and it should exorcize forever the spectre of the Workhouse or Union which has
haunted the minds of the old for over a century.

Unemployment here has naturally followed in the
wake of world-wide recession-3,000 jobs lost in Ireland
in the last 6 months-but prospects seem fairly good for
Carlow and neighbourhood in coming years. On· a 90
acre site close to town on the Dublin Road the steel
skeletons of two large factories are rapidly taking on
substance, served by a new road which runs from opposite the GAA Grounds to the Rathvilly Rd. The first of
these is the Lapple project with a capital investment of
£3 million, making pressed tools for the car industry,
and expected to absorb eventually over 340 workers. The
second is the factory of Braun of Frankfurt, a Gillette
subsidiary with an optimistic target of 1,000 jobs when
in full production. Taking the nature of these factories
in conjunction with existing industries, Thompson's, Eagle
Engineering, Cold Rolling, Transcriptors Ltd., and the
expanding machinery section of the Sugar Factory, it
seems clear that the existence of the Regional College
is a strong factor in the industrialisation of this area
'which can no longer support itself entirely on agricultural-based industries as in the past. The College, with
its expert technological staff and its expanding courses
is well equipped to turn out workers well qualified for
skilled jobs.
A project dear to the heart of our former Administrator, Fr. Brophy, was realised in May when the Minister
of Education opened a Special School for Handicapped
Children on the Dublin Rd. It takes in children from a
15 mile radius and is purpose-designed for its particular function. It has many unusual features, as well as
a homecraft room, a woodwork room and an enclosed
playground with a life size draught board and a cobbled
sand pit. There are about 72 pupils at present, and the
year 1974 will surely be a landmark in their lives. Before the official opening Fr. Brophy left Carlow to become P.P. Baltinglass and he was warmly welcomed back
for the opening ceremony. May we take this opportunity of wishing him happiness and success in his new
parish. He has left behind him in Carlow another memorial to his foresight and zeal, the new Church of St.
Joseph on Browneshill Rd. which is now taking shape
after the inevitable hold-up of materials. Visiting it one
Sunday lately I was impressed by its simplicity of design and its tent-like shape, coinciding as it did with
that day's reading from Isaiah.
"Spread wide the curtains of your tent,
Let out its ropes to the full, and drive the pegs
home"
The Town Park has had a badly needed face-lift this
summer, thanks to co-operation between the Local Authority, the Junior Chamber of Commerce, Sugar Co. employees and the generous support of many townsfolk.
Playground facilities were erected, shrubs planted and
seats painted when the Minister ~or Local Government,
Mr. Tully came for the official opening on a Sunday
in July. The appointment of a Park Supervisor will probably do much to curb the activities of the vandals. Just
now it is a pleasant place for young and old and our
thanks are due to all who made it so.
A book of great local interest, "'98 in Carlow" by Fr.
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Peadar MacSuibhne was published during the year. It
contains the fullest possible account of the Insurrection in this and neighbouring counties and of Fr. Murphy's campaign in South Carlow and his disastrous march
with the remnants of his men to Castlecomer and so to
his death in Tullow. Most interestingly, the book contains hundreds of testimonies incorporating family traditions of those tragic days, and every parish in the
county is involved. It is now available at all bookshops,
and if you do not find in its pages someone you know
or are related to, I shall be surprised. Read it and see.
When the mechanical diggers got to work in 1972 I
was less than happy about the loss of the beautiful
lawns and trees on the Athy Rd. side of St. Dympna's.
But one quickly forgets. Today the ravaged area is occupied by a Maternity Hospital and Nurses' Home (not
beautiful, but eminently functional) and it seems as if
the greensward had never been. Actually the new building seems to draw the small grey chapel into a very
attractive unit.
Over the years one seems to have heard the words
"Fishbourne Estate" a thousand times without ever wondering who they were, these people who owned the land
that the centre of Carlow stands on. However the name
materialised this year when a descendant of the family.
Mrs. Ralph McBride from Washington, visited the town.
The Fishboumes originated in East Anglia and settled in
Ireland around 1690. It seems possible in the light of
history that their coming was not unconnected with the
arrival of William of Orange. They received a large
grant of land in this area, and to this day ground rents
from Tullow St., Dublin St., College St. and Bridewell
Lane are still paid to the Estate. It was from this family that Bishop Keeffe obtained land on which to build
Carlow College in 1785, and in the 1830's the College
authorities sold to the Great Southern Railway the land
on which the Station is built. One can see that Bishop
Keeffe's original purchase accounts for the grouping of
all Catholic Schools round this area.
Already noted for its road building, Carlow must surely be near the top of the league in house building too.
Planning permissions has been obtained for what is virtually a new village of 600 houses to be built on a 97
acre site between Wall's Forge on the Tullow Road and
Rathvilly Rd. at the Yellow Lough, bisected by the
Browneshill Rd. The plans sound theoretically nearly ideal. incorporating houses in clusters, pedestrian areas
and shopping centres easy access to church and schools,
parks and playing spaces, and tree-lined streets The
scheme is designed to develop over several years.
In spite of a suggestion of urban sprawl on the Killeshin and Clogrennane Roads there has been no great
building activity on the Graigue-Cullen side of town for
some years. Now, however, land has been bought for
private development on both the Ballickmoyler and
Sleaty Roads. In the former on an 18 acre site opposite
the Protestant Church where it is proposed to have 150
dwellings and a shopping centre, houses are being offered for sale before a sod has been turned. On the
Sleaty Road a builder is seeking permission to build 200
houses. In every case however, the developers come up
against the problem of our inadequate sewage system
and barely adequate water supply. When the promised
sewage disposal plant becomes a reality all these projects should be more than possibilities.
Next year, 1975, is designated European Architectural
Heritage Year, and both Urban and County Councils
haye been reviewing our local heritage with a view to
highlighting or improving what may previously have been
neglected. A recent visit I paid to Carlow Castle revealed ·a scant appreciation of this dominant feature of the
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town. Two plaques on the wall indicated that the ruin
is under the guardianship of the Board of Works but
there was no obvious sign of their care. It is good to
know therefore that the Urban Council has voted £830
towards improvements and to provide a signposted access to the Castle. The County Council has approved 15
Amenity Schemes at a total cost of £24,170, but the
two that may affect us most in Carlow town are the
provision of a walk along the river bank to Hickson's
Lock and a landscaped picnic area at Cloghna.
One amenity plan which generated a great deal of
heat during the year concerned the Courthouse and its
environs. When the Link Road between the Dublin and
Athy Roads was opened, thus isolating the Courthouse
and the Methodist Church, the attitude of most people was passive except to remark on the extreme ugliness of the whole operation. But the crunch came when
it was realised that the plan envisaged the removal of
the Courthouse railings. Reaction to this was swift and
very articulate. Supported by the opinion of architects,
art historians and antiquarians the majority of the puzlic proved ready to defend our Roman fasces and spears
against all comers. The matter was discussed in the
national press and a fine editorial appeared in the Nationalist. A list of signatories was opened by a publicspirited young man, and exiled Carlovians wrote indignantly and nostalgically from far-off places. The result
might be called a win on points for the conservationists
-the Council shelved the matter for a year and will review it then.
It is of course difficult to be objective about an emotive matter such as this, but certainly the question does
come to mind-whether the railings be regarded as an
obstruction or an aesthetic extravagance is it not bordering on lunacy to think of spending a vast amount of
money on a destructive project in a period of such economic gloom?
After one year of life the Museum may be said to be
fully integrated into the Carlow scene. especially since
the Co. Council has set the seal of approval on it by a
grant of £300 towards its upkeep. It opened twice a
week during the summer months, but has reverted to
Sunday opening at present. The committee reports a
steady flow of visitors who find much to interest them
whether they be inclined to the pursuit of knowledge or
are just frankly curious. Among the distinguished visitors during the year was the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Education, Mr. John Bruton, whose mother came from Carlow. Exhibits range from the gallows
trap-door of Carlow Jail and a map of Carlow in 1'600,
to a reproduction of a traditional farmhouse fireplace
complete with all accessories. One could not do justice
to the Museum in a paragraph, but if you have not visited it yet, go as soon as you can-there is a treat in
store for you. If you have already been there go back
and see the additions.
At the Agricultural Institute at Oak Park an innovation took place this year when 2 acres of poppy seed
were sown to investigate the possibility of a new and
perhaps lucrative crop. The poppy head produces thousands of seeds which are of culinary value, but more importantly the plant, in the right conditions and when
processed yields the drug morphine, a native supply of
which could help the pharmaceutical industry. No results
of the experiment are yet to hand, nor has more been
heard of the experimental hemp crop which I noticed
growing there a few years ago. Probably wrongly, I associated this plant with cannabis or hashish (in the vernacular "grass") and felt that it ought perhaps to be
grown in a guarded compound! But the experts. say that
these drugs can only be produced by a highly complex

process, so Oak Park is unlikely to become a drug addiet's paradise.
I have mentioned the Junior Chamber of Commerce
earlier in connection with their rehabilitation of the
Park, but they have been involved in so many activities
that they merit a special mention. Nowadays the young
are accused of irresponsibility, selfishness, lack of interest, but these young men are showing a concern for
their neighbours and their environment, and an ability
to translate their ideas into action. During the past year
they initiated a Secondary School Debating Competition
which was entered by practically every school in the
county. Their gesture towards a tidy town was the provision of handy litter bins in main streets, and a competition to make children more conscious of the ·Jitter
problem. At Christmas, and again in the Spring, they organised a concert for the patients of the Cheshire Home
in Tullow. This month their booklet "Follow me up to
Carlow'' has been issued, containing every possible facet
of information required by a visitor-a very attractive
handbook which combines the right mixture of historical data and local information. Their service to the
community has been marked by the presentation to the
Chapter of a Pres1dent's Chain of Office by the Bank
of Ireland group, while this week it has been announced
that they have been awarded first place in Ireland at the
National Convention for their work on the children's
playground. Congratulations and thanks.
A well-known and popular Churchman, Rev. D. A.
Cooney of the Methodist Church left Carlow during the
Summer to minister in Cloughjordan. His departure caused much regret-he had helped to organise
the Wheelchair Association two years ago and had worked energetically as its Chairman. He was also active in

the inter-church Study Group and was the speaker at
the first meeting. We wish him a happy and successful
ministry in his new home, and extend a welcome to his
successor the Rev. Sydney Edgar, who has made a big
transition from Co. Derry.
On losing Fr. Brophy to Baltinglass parish we of the
Cathedral Parish were very pleased at the appointment
of Fr. Sean O'Leary as Administrator. As curate here
for many years he was sure of a welcome and a host
of congratulations. While as the son of a noted historian
he merits very good wishes from a Society such as ours.
May we welcome too our new Curate, Fr. W. O'Byrne,
who has already become a vital part of the community.
It was not my intention to include obituary in these
notes-if one were to write of those who died and
whose lives were in some way worthwhile, the list
would be a long one. But this week Carlow lost a man
whose passing cannot go unnoted even in these pages.
On 21st October Bill Fenlon died suddenly, quietly, unobtrusively as he did everything else in life. Only the
poor, the sick and the old can tell of what his living
meant to them or how they are diminished by his death.
His memorial for the young people of the area is the
Youth Club and Community Centre of which he was cofounder and President and in which he hoped to shape
the citizens of tomorrow. As President of Our Lady's Conference of Vincent de Paul his role was that of a loving,
caring father. Every lost cause was his, and every suffering human was his brother. In his spirit of involvement
he was fulfilling for all of us the simple Christian
duties which so many of us forget. His way to Heaven
was clear-cut and he followed the path right to the end.
May the Light be shining for him there.
OCTOBER 1974.

Potato Market, photographed in 1959 by the late Donal Godfrey
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By Barrow,s Banks
Adown the river, the wavelets glide
Where the tall reeds quiver and the herons hide
Above is beaming, in skies of June
Like fire orb seeming the sun of moon.
Half veiled in shadow beneath the trees
Where the fragrant meadow waves in the breeze
Sits a fairer maiden than the roses red
That have nigh overladen the boughs overhead.
The Swallows skim o'er the rivers breast
And are lost in the dim of the purple west
From the blue dome clear of the Summer sky
Descends the song here of the lark on high
Over Leix's hills all mists encrowned
Where a hundred rills gem its storied ground
Comes zephyr pure like on Eden breath
That would half allure the flowers from death
And the verdent plains by St. Brigid trod
As she sang sweet strains in the praise of God
Make a beauteous scene to my ravished eyes
With their hue of green beneath amber skies
Were I free to roam the wide world around
I would make my home where such scenes abound
Or if Life's rough sea were like Barrow's tide
How sweet t'would be on its breast to bide
The above poem was one of many composed by Wil-

liam O'Neill, a Leix poet from Doonane, who worked
first in Bergin's, Dublin St., then on the Clerical Staff
of the "Nationalist & Leinster Times", finally conducting
a bakery business for some years in 113, Tullow Street,
which he had to dispose of due to failing health, to
the late Miss M. Walshe, Confectioner. Starbrite Cleaners now occupy the shop and Miss L. Walsh lives in the
house.
FR. P. J. BROPHY LEAVES CARLOW
Our good wishes are extended to Fr. P. J. Brophy
who is leaving St. Patrick's College after thirty-one
years to become Parish Priest of Kilcock.
He was one of the founder members of our Society, acted as Hon. Secretary, Hon Editor and Chairman in the formative years and so capably did he
fill these roles that his successors had only to carry
on in the paths he had prepared.
It was a great consolation to him when the Society opened the Museum as it had been one of his
foremost ambitions always.
An account of our last Summer Outing this year visiting Castlecomer and hearing from Rev. P. Swayne the
details of the capture of the town in 1798 by the United Irishmen and the spirited defence that was made by
the garrison that occupied the large house of Lady Anne
Butler, the following account of her family which was
supplied by Capt. R. C. Prior Wandesforde will prove interesting to readers.

Bridewell Lane 1959, photographed by the late Donal Godfrey
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Na. Braithre Criosti,
Ceatharlach
Bunscoil agus Meanscoil Lae

Ullmhaitear na daltai le haghaidh
na Scrudaithe Poibli uille

For your information : Subscription to Old Carlow Society, £1.00 per annum,
payable to Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Kevin Kennedy, Haymarket, Carlow.
Society's Journal, "Carloviana", published annually, 40p per copy.

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS
The Editor would be interested to hear from anyone who has old photographs of
Carlow and District, no matter how faded or uninteresting these may appear to be.
Such photographs sometimes print surprisingly well and may be invaluable when used
as illustrations for some article we are considering for the Journal.

The Editor wishes to express his gratitude to the printing staff of "The Nationalist
and Leinster Times", for the courteous co-operation given by them at all times.
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Secretary's Report
FOR THE YEAR 1973-'74

Sean O'Leary
I
It gives me very much pleasure to state that the Old
Carlow Society maintained its ~,eady progress during the
past year.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership continued to increase. However, altho' we
have some teenage members we should like to have
very many more, as it is on these young people will fall
the responsibility of carrying on the work of the Society
in future years. So we hope large numbers of an tAos
Og will come along and join us.
OUTINGS and LECTURES
Our Summer outings were very well attended and
thoroughly enjoyed by those talcing part. We were fortunate in securing a panel of brilliant lecturers for our
Winter sessions and they attracted full audiences.
MUSEUM
Since the Museum opened to the public on Sunday,
2nd December, 1973 large numbers of people have come
to admire the fine collection of exhibits. Our thanks to
all those who have given or lent items for display. Even
after such a short time, the Co. Carlow Museum can
compare most favourably with Museums that have
been in existence for many years. We appeal to anyone in the County who may have something of historic
interest to contact any of our members. We wish to
have in our Museum a complete picture of life in Carlow in bygone days.
TALKS-FAULKNER PAPERS
On 15 November 1973 John and Mrs. Monahan gave
a most interesting talk on "The Faulkner Papers". When
the Monahans went to live in Castletown House they
discovered a huge number of documents which had been
stored away in an attic for years. These papers belonged to a Samuel Faulkner who lived in Castletown
House in the 18th century. As he was a very travelled
man of many interests the papers gave a wonderful idea
of life in that century not alone in the Castletown district but in various parts of Ireland and Britain. Using
extracts from the papers Mr. and Mrs. Monahan gave
us a fascinating account of the lives of the people in
those years-their work, their pastimes, their joys and
their sorrows. We learned how the ordinary people lived
regardless of military or political upheavals.
CARLOW IN 19th CENTURY
On 12 Dec. 1973 Very Rev. P. J. Brophy, President of
St. Patrick's College, Carlow gave us a talk entitled "The
development of Carlow in the 19th century". At the outset Fr. Brophy gave us a detailed account of what Carlow looked like at the beginning of the 19th century.
He showed what an important part St. Patrick's College
l)'layed in educational and social matters. He also dealt
with the important role of the River Barrow during the
century. Dealing with the 40's he told us how Carlow
fared in the Famine Years with the efforts that were
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made to alleviate the sufferings of the people during
those dreadful years. As Carlow was the centre of a rich
farming area it had more than a passing interest in the
Land War and Fr. Brophy gave us details of the agitation in this district. He pointed out that for most of
the century Carlow was almost solely dependent on agriculture. It was only towards the end of the century that
industries on a fairly large scale began to take shape.
He pointed ..out that most of these industries were directly or indirectly associated with the agricultural pursuits in the surrounding area. Like the Monahan talk, Fr.
Brophy's lecture was particularly interesting as he dealt
with the ordinary every-day lives of the people.
CARLOW IN STATE PAPER
On 24 January, 1974 we had a different type of lecture when An tUasal Breandan MacGiolla Chaille, Deputy Keeper of the Public Records Office in the Four
Courts, Dublin, gave a talk entitled "Carlow in the State
Papers." The lecturer told us of various happenings in
Carlow which were recorded in these papers. One of
these was the famous (or infamous) election in Carlow
in the early 1830's which seemed absolutely Gilbertian.
He also told us of the historic electoral contest between
Young Dan & Colonel Bruen. The lecturer pointed out to
us how fascinating (if rather laborious) it is to go
through those written accounts of incidents of the past.
He also told us how tragic it was that many of these
valuable records were destroyed during the War of Independence.
DISCOVERIES IN EAST CARLOW
On 28 February 1974 Mr. Padraig O'Toole gave us a
delightful talk on "The Stone and Bronze Ages in t11e
Eastern Portion of the Diocese of Leighlin". His talk was
illuminating as he detailed for us all the relics of the
Stone and Bronze Ages that have been unearthed in
quite a small area of County Carlow bordering on Wicklow.
From these relics it has been established that the district was a thriving industrial area in those far-off days
with the raw materials being imported from Cornwall
and other places overseas.
MEDIEVAL CARVINGS
On 28 March 1974, an old friend and favourite of the
O.C.S., Miss Helen Roe, President of the Royal Society
of Antiquaries and former County Librarian in Laois, paid
us a very welcome return visit. She gave us a talk illustrated by slides entitled "Medieval Irish Stone Carvings."
At the outset she showed us pictures of beautiful
sculptures and historical inscriptions which were found
quite accidentally. Her advice to her audience was "Look
up and look down-you do not know what valuable
work of art you may discover."
Miss Roe then went on to show us how The Crucifixion was depicted on Crosses and Tombs all over Ireland. Her slides showed what infinite care was taken
by the sculptors of the early centuries to portray in
stone the story of The Passion. Her fluency, her deep
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knowledge of her subject, and her great sense of humour made the talk most enjoyable. Miss O'Sullivan, a
co-worker with Miss Roe, was in charge of the projector.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The A.G.M. was held on 25 April 1974. Chairman, Mr.
Alec Bums said that the O.C.S. was in a flourishing
condition. He said that the Museum had b~en a great attraction, and the quality and lay-out of the exhibits had
been much admired. He thought it would be a good idea
to open the Museum on Saturdays during the Summer.
Secretary, S O'Leary detailed the activities during the
yea. Treasurer, T. Smyth said that balance on hand was
down by £100 compared with previous year. He thought
that annual subscription should be raised. Editor, E.
Brophy said that for economy reasons onlx 750 copies
of the 1973 Carloviana were printed compared to the usual 1,000. All these copies had been disposed of and
there were now many applications for copies which could
not be supplied. He spoke of the difficulty of getting articles for the journal. In view of this and also the increased cost of production he suggested that Carloviana be produced every second year. The Chairman of
the Museum Committee, Mr. John Moriarty, and Treasurer, Mr. S. Murphy, gave details of the working of the
Museum to date.
As Mr. A. Burns, Mr. T. Smyth and Mr. E. Brophy expressed a desire to be relieved of their positions Mr.
Brendan Kealy, B.A., H.D.E., was elected Chairman. Mr.
Kevin Kennedy, Treasurer and Miss M. T. Kelly and
Miss I. Macleod as Joint Editors. Mr. S. O'Leary was
re-elected Hon. Secretary.
The outgoing Chairman, Mr. Alec Burns, as a tribute
to his great work for the Society, was appointed a Life
Vice-President.
The names of the various committees appear on another page.
On the proposition of Mrs. B. FitzMaurice, seconded by Mr. T. Smyth, the annual subscription was raised
to £1.
The future of Carloviana was left to be decided by
the new Committee.
Suggestions were made for the Summer Outings and
final arrangements were left to the Committee.
ANNUAL OUTING
Since the foundation of the O.C.S. the Annual Outing
was only for one day. This year the Committee decided
to have a two-day outing. Accordingly on Saturday, 15
June, a group of members went by coach via Cashel, Limerick and Adare to Killarney. In the afternoon they visited Ross Castle and Muckross House, and Estate. They
were particularly interested in the general lay-out of the
Museum there. In the evening the party went up on the
Aghadoe Heights from which we had a splendid view of
the town and lakes with the mountains in the background. After Mass on Sunday morning in the Franciscan
Friary the party travelled on by the lakes and Ladies'
View to Glengariff where Garnish Island with its Italian
Gardens and sub-tropical plants was visited. They then
went on to Bantry where they saw the magnificent' Hantry House.
Next on the itinerary came Gougan Barra and Ballingeary and thence following the course of the River Lee
to Cork City and then back to Carlow. All who went
on this tour were loud in their praise of the outing.
CLONENAGH & ROSCREA
On Sunday, 14 July, the members visited Clonenagh
(founded by St. Fintan), the Slieve Bloom Mountains and

Roscrea. In Clonenagh, Mr. Seamus Millar gave a talk on
St. Fintan and his period. In Roscrea, Mr. George Cunningham, N.T., gave a delightful talk illustrated by slides
on the many historic places in the town. Unfortunately
due to the rain Mr. Cunningham was unable to conduct
the party to some of the places of interest in the district.
FERNS
On Sunday, 18 August, the members visited the Ferns
district. Mr. Nicholas Furlong, author of "Dermot King
of Leinster and the Foreigners", conducted the party to
all the places of historic interest in the area. We were
truly astonished at all the remains of past greatness to
be seen. Nicky Furlong was a marvellous guide. In his
own inimitable style and with his unlimited knowledge
he made the outing a memorable one. To add to the enjoyment the local branch of the LC.A. provided a wonderful tea for the visitors.
FR. JOHN MURPHY
On Sunday, 6 October, An tAthair Peadar MacSuibhne
conducted a group of the members along the route followed by Fr. John Murphy and his men on their return
from Castlecomer, via Old Leighlin, Goresbridge, and Kilcumney to Tullow. Having read Fr. Swayne's recent book
"98 in Carlow", the members were very interested in the
route. Fr. Swayne and Chairman, Brendan Kealy, gave
commentaries en route.
COURTHOUSE RAILINGS
In the early months of 1974 the attention of the
O.C.S. was directed to a proposal to remove the Courthouse railings. The proposal created a great controversy
not alone in Carlow but in places in Ireland and abroad.
The advocates of the proposal argued that the railings
interfered with the view of the Courthouse and were also a traffic hazard. On the other side those who wished
the railings to remain held that the railings were in
theyselves outstandingly beautiful and they and the Courthouse were always admired by visitors · to the town.
They also maintained that if the railingg were removed
the building would be a target for all types of vandalism. The vast majority of the 0.C.S. were against removing the railings and a deputation from the Society
put their views to the Urban Council. The matter- also
came before the Co. Council and numbers of letters on
the subject appeared in the Dublin press and in the Nationalist. As a result of the widespread opposition, the
proposal was eventually not proceeded with.
DEATH OF MRS. M. PENDER
Recently we have lost a very valued member, Mrs.
Mary Pender, whose unexpected death came as a shock
to all of us. Mrs. Pender was one of our most dedicated members and was a fountain of historic knowledge.
She was blessed with a wonderful memory and could
trace the history of people and places for a wide radius
from Carlow. Undoubtedly she is a great loss to the
O.C.S. Just before her death she had completed a fine
article on Duckett's Grove which appears in this journal. Go ndeana Dia trochaire ar a h-Anam.
THANKS
In conclusion I wish to thank The Nationalist for the
publicity they give our activities, the National Foresters for placing their hall at our disposal and to Mr.
Frank Hutton for his unfailing kindness and courtesy and
to all those who contributed to the success of our outings and lectures.
SEAN O'LEARY.
14 October, 1974.
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Our Chairman Writes ...
There comes a time in the life of every society when
enthusiasm seems to wane, and history societies are no
exception. Our society is now 28 years old, and during
those years our researchers seemed to have exhausted
(historically speaking!) a county as small as Carlow. One
might have been forgiven for believing that the historical spring had dried. In recent years a dearth of members' articles for "Carloviana" caused some concern- the!
main burden falling on the shoulders of a few faithful
contributors; lecturers too, seemed to come, more frequently than in the past, from out-of-town, and excellent though they were, one came to feel a certain anxiety for the health of the O.C.S.
Happily, in 1974, the society has proven itself to be
very much alive and is finding new outlets for its energies. The museum, a cherished aim since 1946, has opened, and a steady flow of visitors throughout the summer
has attested its popularity and usefulness. To the activities of the society as a verbal and pictorial recorder
has now been added the work of practical preservation
and, in an age of rapid change, a most urgent and important service to the community has been undertaken.
Hopefully, this new enterprise will benefit the O.C.S. itself. Materials and objects presented or loaned to the
museum may, in the future, generate articles for "Carloviana" and lectures for our winter sessions-the possibilities are endless.
More detailed accounts of museum activities
and O.C.S. functions throughout the year may be found
elsewhere in these pages, so perhaps it may not be out
of place here to consider instead what further work the
society might profitably. undertake in the year ahead.
Though historical information and its interpretation must
always remain the primary aim of the historian, methods
of research, the_ finding of new sources of information,
and the articles and lectures which result from them, are
of vital importance to the well being of a history society.
Last winter, during a stimulating account of 19th century local politics, Mr. McGiolla Choille revealed to us
the wealth of 19th century Carlow material lying almost
untouched in the Public Record Office and State Paper
Office-many years of profitable research there, it would
seem!
Extensive though the coverage of the historical ground
has been in Carlow, there yet remains an amount of
spadework to be done. Parish records of the 17th, 18th
and 19th centuries have yet to be transcribed. Many useful additions might be made to the standard work on
Carlow placenames published some years ago by Mr.
O'Toole. He himself regarded his work as a mere beginning, and few have followed in his footsteps. An intensive archaeological field survey has yet to be undertaken
in the county. This last is particularly urgent. Nd't all
earthworks, burial mounds and standing stones were recorded by the Ordnance Survey, and modern earthmoving equipment has lately made it all too easy to level
them.
The archaeological evidence of our recent industrial
past must not be forgotten either, and it too is particularly vulnerable. The factories, the mills, the maltings,
the breweries, the warehouses, the forges, the mines, the
quarries: anything and everything that marks past economic activity must be meticulously recorded on film, and
on maps and plans, before progress obliterates it. Business records, ledgers and account books, so often thrown
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away, should be preserved in some form of archives, perhaps as part of the County Museum or County Library.
This is the stuff of which economic history is made, and
the national economic histories cannot hope to be complete unless the local record survives.
Lastly, there remains to be mentioned a very practical service that we can all render visitors to our historical sites. However thorough the job done by the Board
of Works on our national monuments, nature begins to
reclaim them the moment the workman leaves. Without
touching the actual fabric of the buildings (a job best
left to the expert) there is much that may be accomplished in the course of an afternoon: the tall grass, the
weeds, the bushes, and the briars may all be quite safely dealt with by the amateur armed with nothing
more than determination, stout gloves and a pair of
shears.
Our job is not quite finished yet!
Brendan Kealy

A few notes on
Lady Anne
Francis Susanah Anne, always known as Anne, was
born in 1754, and was the daughter of Earl Wandesforde. He had no surviving son, and so Anne inherited
but of course, there being no male, the Wandesforde title
died out.
Before Anne's marriage, she was known as Lady
Anne Wandesforde. She married John Butler of Garryricken who became Earl of Ormonde, and hence after marriage, Anne became Lady Anne Butler, Countess of Ormonde. Her husband died in 1795 and she, having inherited Castlecomer from her father, Earl Wandesforde,
remained at Castlecomer as a widow and was there at
the time of the '98 Rising when the House and St.
Mary's Church were burned. She died in 1830.
The original House was built in or about 1637 by
Christopher Wandesforde who became Master of the
Rolls and in 1'642 Lord Deputy of Ireland.
This original house was burned down in the '98 Rising
and was rebuilt in or about 1803 and added to in or
about 1850, and was lived in by tlie Wandesforde family until the death of my parents. After being vacated
by me, it was burned by accident and is now a ruin.

(R. C. Prior Wandesforde).
(The Family History known as "the Wandesfordes of
Kirklington and Castlecomer" by H. B. McCall is in the
National Library in Dublin along with many family papers).
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CORR'S 'CAMERA

and
GIFT SHOP

Carlo·w
Moto·rs
Ltd.

STIL:L AND MOVIE CA~E,RAS
BDITORS AND SPLICER'S
PiROJEOTORS

12 TULLOW ST., CARLOW

Main Fiat
Dealers
Tullow Road,
Carlow
,

PHONE 41174

Phone (0503) 41955

Gold and Silver Charms, Stilv,er iPl,ate
etc.
LET US SOU111E YOUR GIFT
PROBLEMS FOR CHRISTMAS

R. HEALY & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Pollerton Castle and College Street
Phone 41286 and 41868
·· DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE

Personal Attention

MUSICAL EVENINGS
ON

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY
WITH PIANO AND ORGAN ENTERTAINMENT

COUNTY CARLOW'S OLDEST SINGING LOUNGE

SMYTHS OF NEWTOWN
OLD WORLD ATMOSPHERE

Phone 27159

The_ Staff and Pupils of

Presentation Secondary
School, Carlow ·
wish continued success to Carloviana

------~

-----·------------------

CARLOW BAKERY
COMPANY LTD.
SEE OUR BEJlUTIFUL DISPLAY OF

CHRISTMAS CAKES
WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A HAPPY
CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

Tullow Street, Carlow
Phone 41643 and 41245

~11
~
HAYSHED LEANTO'S

.

, SILAGE AND PIGGERY LAYOUTS

STRUCTURAL STEELWORK
contact your local agent lor details:

THOMAS P. KENNEDY
THE BEEHIVE LOUNGE BAR

54 Tullow St., Carlow
Phone 0503/41518.

Insist on

Kellistown Fresh Eggs
fresh daily from our farm
Meaty, succulent chickens and fresh Eggs are sent out
daily from BRENDAN BROPHY'S farm at Kellistown, Co.
Carlow.
Trade Enquiries:

SEAN O'HARA, SMITHFIELD, DUBLIN

Phone 774531

F. GROGAN, PEMBROKE, CARLOW

Phone

41612

NOLAN'S

Hughes Brothers

CHEMISTS

35 RIVERSIDE & COLLEGE ST.

FOR ALL HIGH-CLASS
PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS

*
Manufacturers of the highest grade medicines.
All the leading Brands of Ethical Proprietaries stocked. Local · Agent for Helena
Rubenstein's· Famous Cosmetics.

Carlow
WORKS COLLEGE ST

Memorials erected in

FILMS DEVELOPED AND PRINTED
BEST RESULTS

QUICK SERVICE

Marble, Limestone
and Granite

E. J. Nolan

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT UNDER

M.P.S.I., Prop.,

PERSONAL SUPERVISION

1, DUBLIN ST., & 1, CASTLE ST.,
CARLOW

Phone: 41680

Designs & Quotations on Request
PHONE 41437

L&N

SUPERMARKET

TULLOW ST., CARbOW
FOR
EASY PARKING AND EASY SHOPPING
WITH
FANTASTIC PRICES
FREE CAR PARK

FOR YOUR FRESH FRUIT
AND VEGETABLES

J

I

:-:

:-:

Haughney
IE.
I

& Son

P. DOOLEY

11

II

WHOLESALE FRUIT MERCHANT

:1

11

CARLOW
Phone Carlow 41469

WE DELIVER DAILY

PHONE 41263

11

11

Tel: 41367

Best House Coal,
Anthracite, Machine
Turf & Briquettes
Always in Stock
8 to 9 Tons Lorry Loads of
Machine Turf & Briquettes
at cheap rates

South 13:ast School
of Motoring
DUAL CONTROLS

:-:

Phone: Carlow 41169

EXPERT INSTRUCTIONS
-

Gorey 21373

Hugh Coogan
Ex-Tester
St. Joseph's, Rathnapish, Gu-low

DOOLEYS
FOR YOUR HIGH-CLASS FRUIT, SWEETS,
CHOCOLATES, CIGARETTES AND BOOKS

62 TULLOW STREET

CARLOW

We are here in Governey Square, Carlow, 15 years this Autumn
and have endeavoured to carry out our duties as Pharmacists to
the best of our ability. It is difficult to please all the people all
the time, but we try and will continue to do so in future years.
We are stocked to compound all prescriptions and are carrying
the comprehensive stock of Veterinary Preparations including
Purina dog foods. In the cosmetic field we are agents for Ellen
Betrix, German preparations.

AYLMERS
Leix Pharmacy, Governey Square, Carlow
Phone (0503) 41341

r~~~~s

rtll.~~f
~G~~C~

Michael Doyle
*
General Hardware
Wallpaper and Paints

*
THE SHAMROCK

CARLOW
41257

71 TULLOW STREET
CARLOW
Telephone Carlow 41847

STATHAM-SHERIDAN
(Carlow) LTD.
MAIN FORD & FORDSON DEALERS

CARLOW
OUR CMOTTOl
100 per cent. SERVICE

100 per cent. SATISFACTION

Telephone 41665 (2 lines)

SUTTONS

Ring 41123 and have all your
Dairy Produce delivered daily

SUPERMARKET

LEIX

CASTLE ST., CARLOW
Pasteurised

Baking

GROCERY PROVISIONS
HARDWARE

Milk

Milk,

AT THE TOP FOR QUALITY

Cream

and

DAIRY

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN THE URBAN AREA
Phone 41653

Ii>'

Farm Eggs
and Butter

AT THE BOTTOM FOR PRICE

TOP
HOP
AVE
AT
UTTONS

Fresh

CASTLE ST.
CARLOW
WE SERVE THE BEST WITH
THE BEST

Shop around at leisure where shopping
is a pleasure · and always has been
since we were selling
Boys Tweed Suits at 3/6 to 12/6 each
Youths '"Do"
10/8 to 25/·
Mens '"Do"
16/8 to 48/·
We have just as good value today at todays
prices

HADDENS
DEPARTMENT STORF.S

FIN EGAN'S
Lounge Bar

CARLOW

We are now stockists of

T\VEED
Perfumes, Talc & Toilet

TULLOW STREET

and
POTATO MARKET
Renowned For Excellence

Preparations by Lentheric
Also
Morny, Max Factor, Coty &
Number Seven

FOLEY'S
MEDICAL HALL LTD.

OFF LICENCE A
SPECIALITY

66, TULLOW ST.,
CARLOW-Phone: 41519

EASIER FEEDING
HEALTHIER STOCK
BETTER PROFIT
By using

BAROMIL
Compound Feeding Stuffs

For best drinks and
luxurious surroundings

-:·

Tops in Quality

~ARPENTERS take over all the trying
details of funerals from Relatives and Executors. Let us quote for "all-in" arrangements including

CEMETERY
NEWSPAPERS
WREATHS, MEMORY CARDS,
ETC.

come to

*

For the finest and most economical service
in the county, telephone, call or write to:

CARPENTER BROS.

STONEHAVEN
Prop. T. CLERKIN

FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS

BARRACK STREETI CARLOW
LUXURY LOU'NGE BAR

BUILDERS

,s,·
....,
~

CARLOW
TELEPHONE 41208

"
~
CJ
~·

~

().

ATHY
TELEPHONE 21317

I

1:

11

CONTRACTORS

'
'"

An Old Carlow Industry

: : :A: ANiVI IN EAALRLO : : :
FLAVOURED
SODA

~~I

GINGER

w ATERS

STONE BEER

TONIC WATER

GRAPE FRUI-T

COLA

CIDERETTE

MANUFACTURED BY
.;

ORANGE CRUSH

CASTLE ORANGE

CORCORAN & CO.
LIMITED
Phone 41849

Established 1827
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-CARLOW

