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~Back again'!
,I

A PAUCITY of articles and an iniquitous tax prevented the publication of
Carloviana last year. Apologies are due to regular readers for the regrettable but
unavoidable break in sequence. The removal of V.A.T. on publications has eased.
some of the financial headaches of producing an historical journal but the search
for suitable material is never ending.
Future generations will thank our contributors for their patient research. A journal like Carloviana needs a steady supply of articles and photographs. There is still
so much to be written and published about the history of the town and county of
Carlow.
It is gratifying to note the increasing interest in Local History. Carrigans
"History of Ossory" and O'Hanlon's "History of Queen's County" have recently
been reprinted. "The Nationalist and Leinster Times" carries an article or picture
pertaining to Local History every week. The Adult Education Committee organises
a series of lectures on aspects of Carlow's past.
The County Library in Dublin Street has a splendid reference section of interest
to researchers. The work of the County Carlow Museum Committee is detailed in
another page. These are just some of the efforts of individuals and groups working
to stimulate an interest in our past.
This issue of Carloviana marks the introduction of a new format. It is hoped that
readers will find the presentation pleasing and easier to file for future reference.
The increase in price is the result of heavier production costs, but the generosity
of our sponsors has kept the rise to a minimum.
Carloviana depends for its survival on contributors, sponsors and readers. Any
weak link in that chain will bring about the demise of the Journal.
The Editor.
COVER PICTURE
The Crucifix pictured on the cover is situated at Highfield,
Walterstown, Rathvilly. As we see from photograph on left, it ia
one of two Crosses on the site. The larger of the two is a granite unpierced Celtic Cross.
The small Cross is made of limestone, and has a sculptured
figure of Christ Crucified, with the letters, INRI (now hardly distin,uishable) carved above the head.
There are faint designs on the back of the Cross akro. A design
similar to one of these was found on a temple in Egypt. 1

The Editor wishes to acl&nowled,te the help and guidance of E. Dagg, W.
Ellis and the staff of the 'NatfonaU,t' tn the preparation and publication
of tht, Journal,

I. JK.A.S., 1930. The Primitive Churches of Rathvilly Parish

Photo: W. Ellis

by Edward O'Toole.

Secretary,s Report
Since my last report in September 1980
2 July '81: Borris House, Borris Parish
the Old Carlow Society has continued to Church - Evening.
flourish. The County Museum In the
26 July '81: Ballitore, Dunlavin,
Town Hall which now opens dally durln1 Castleruddery Transport Museum.
the Summer months is attracting a
16 August '81: Borris area.
steady stream of visitors from Ireland and
ao August '81: P. J. McCall Comoverseas. Our Summer outings and memoration in Rathangan, Co. Wexford.
Winter lectures are very well attended.
13 September '81: Huntingdon Castle
The following is a list of the talks and and Mount Leinster area.
outing~ we have had:13 June '82: Ennis, Quin, Crag.
TALKS
ganowen, Knappogue, Limerick - Full
16 October '80: Trade-Unionism in day.
18 July '82: Killeigh, Ballinagar,
Carlow - Mr. P. Bergin.
Geashill, Cloneygowan in Co. Offaly.
20 November '80: William Dargan 15 August '82: Mount Usher Gardens,
Mr. Martin Nevin.
11 December '80: Ten-Minute talks by Brittas Bay, Arklow.
19 September '82: Altamont Gardens
six members of O.C.S.
15 January '81: Discover Your County and Ballintemple.
- Dr. Daphne Pochin Mould.
19 February '81: The Dunleckney Con- OBITUARY
nection - Mr. Edward Byrne.
Since September 1980 the following
19 March '81: The Strategic Impor- members passed to their Eternal Reward:
Mrs. Mary Nolan, Avoca, Barrack
tance of Co. Carlow in Irish History Colonel Austin Crowe.
Street; Miss Leonie O'Neill, Barrack
29 October '81: Introduction to Co. Street; Patrick Duggan, Court View;
Carlow - Seamus Murphy.
Mrs. Mary Doyle, Fr. Maher Road; Mrs.
26 November '81: Tyndall ofLeighlin Margaret Canavan, St. Joseph's Road;
- Dr. McMillan, Martin Nevin.
An tAthair Peadar MacSuibhne and
10 December '81: Social for Members. Edward Byrne, Bagenalstown.
21 January '82: Frances Warde,
Ar dheis De go raibh siad uile.
Foundress of American Sisters of Mercy
THANKS
- Alec Bums.
25 February '82: P. J. McCall Edward McDonald.
In conclusion I wish to thank very
25 March '82: Cromwellian & Wil- sincerely the members who distribute
liamite Influence in Co. Carlow
circulars, etc., and also "The
Colonel Austin Crowe.
Nationalist" for the publicity given to the
OUTINGS
Old Carlow Society.
21 June '81: Clonmacnoise and Athlone
Sean O'Leary,
- Full day.
30 September 1982.

The Editor welcomes articles for Carloviana. For useful suggestions intending writers should consult "TracU111 the Poat" by William Nolan.
Old photographs are also welcome. Reader, are inid.ted to submit further
information on article• contained in the Journal.
4

St. Leo's Convent of Mercy, Carlow

Frances Warde -Foundress of
The American Sisters of Mercy
AlecBurna

*

Her mother died shortly after she was
born, but with the help of an aunt and
some friends John kept the family
together. In 1819 he was dispouesaed by
Sir Robert Staples who persuaded Lord
de Vesci to give him the house and lands
for , school for ''The education of the upper classes of Society". Mr.-Warde was
paid the. paltry sum of £277 for his interest. He had to go to Dublin to find a
new livelihood as did his eldest son
Daniel. His second son William went to
England and settled there. John entered
Maynooth College to study for the
priesthood. Helen, Sarah and Frances
went to an uncle's home in Killeany,

IN THE Springtime of 1789 the house
and lands - of -"Bellbrook'', Abbeyleix
comprising 51 acres were purchased by a
small farmer, John.Warde. It was part of
the estate of Lord de Vesci whose mansion built in 1774 occupied the site of an
old Cistercian Abbey founded by Conor
O'More, Prince orLeix.
John Wardewas granted- a lease of the
lands for 31 years. A rent of £110, to be
paid half yearly, indicated his comfortable state. He was married to a cousin of
the great Fr. James Maher, P.P.
Graiguecullen. They had. 6 children, 3
boys and 3 girls, the youngest of whom
Frances is the subject of this articl~.
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Frances to be Mistress in her absence.
When Mother Catherine returned to Baggot St. in 1831 nine Postulants wished to
join the new Order. They, along with
Frances were officially received on
January 22nd, 1832 by Mother Catherine
and one year later Frances became the
first Sister to be professed by Mother
Catherine in the first Convent of Mercy
in the world. The ceremony prepared by
Mother Catherine continued to be used,
substantially unchanged, for the Profession of thousands of Sisters throughout
the world for over a century afterwards.
Later in the same year Frances' only
sister, Sarah, entered the Order and
eventually became Mother Superior of
the Order in Cork which post she held for
50 years. Frances became confidential
Secretary to Mother Catherine sharing
all her plans and work.

Leix. He seems to have given them a very
good Catholic upbringing for when
Frances was receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation from the hands of the great
J.K.L. her answering of the different
questions was so impressive that he commented "This child is destined by God
for some great work in his service";
prophetic words indeed! She loved
reading Scripture as she believed it to be
God's special message to all mankirid and
the most beautiful book in the world.
A couple of years later tragedy again
struck the family as her brother John
died in Maynooth on the day originally
set for his ordination and her sister Helen
died shortly afterwards at the early age of
18 years. Her father who never really
recovered from the loss of his wife, died
suddenly of a heart attack. Frances went
to live with friends in Dublin at 16 years
of age and joined wholeheartedly with her
friends in their social life. Among her
many friends was Mary McCauley, the 16
year old daughter of Dr. McCauley,
Military Rd., Kilmainham whose aunt
Catherine lived with the family and
nursed Mary's mother who was very ill
with tuberculosis. Despite the age difference Catherine McCauley and Frances
Warde became fast friends as both had a
common love for the poor. Frances soon
became dissatisfied with the social life
she was leading in the City and came to
the House in Baggot St. to help
Catherine's work. "A gift from God" was
how Catherine described her.
On September 24th, 1828, Dr. Murray,
Archbishop of Dublin confirmed his approval of Catherine's work for the poor
and called it "The Institute of our Lady
of Mercy". Frances became a Novice and
assumed the black dress and cap as a permanent member. After some criticism
from both ecclesiastic and secular bodies
Catherine decided to change the Institute
to a Religious Order and with some of her
friends entered the Presentation Convent
in Georges Hill for a couple of years to
study for the Religious life. She picked

In April 1836 in response to appeals
Mother Catherine left Dublin to start the
first Convent outside of Dublin in Tullamore, leaving Frances in charge of the
parent house, a pattern she adopted
when starting the second one in
Charleville in Co. Cork in October of the
same year. On her return to the City a
month later a request awaited her from
Bishop Edward Nolan to start a foundation in Carlow. "The most Christ like
man I ever met" she was wont to recall
later. Mother Catherine's nephews had
been sent to the Lay School, Carlow College on the death of their parents in 1829.
Frances' cousin Fr. James Maher was
Professor of Theology there at that time.
The Bishop had been offered a bequest
from a Merchant named Nowlan to start
a home for the sick poor, to educate
children and to protect young women in
need. Mother Catherine acceded to the
request and on April 10th, 1837 a little
band of them left for Carlow on Purcell's
Mail Coach. The Bishop, clergy and a
large number of the townspeople waited
to greet them. A Te Deum was sung in
the Cathedral after which they had a
reception in St. Patrick's College and
6

of Mother Frances will not be out of place
here. The Novices were asked one day
how they looked forward to spending
Christmas at St. Leo's. They confessed to
being very homesick, so she read some
passages from Scripture to them and
gave them liberty to write home for
Christmas, a hitherto unknown privilege.
She also had a Plum Pudding specially
baked for them.
During their profession later in St.
Leo's, a Fr. James Lacy, Wexford was one
of the guests. He appealed to Mother
Frances to open a Convent in the town.
She agreed and on December 7th 1840 she
travelled with the Sisters to Wexford.
Their first residence was nothing more
than 4 walls and a roof. It was so cold that
the water pitchers were frozen over every
morning; eventually they were able to
move to more comfortable headquarters
at Clarence House. Afterw_ards they
transferred to Summer Hill to take
charge of the Redmond Orphanage. A
House of Mercy and an Industrial School
were added later.
Mother Frances also found time to
compile a Rule of Order which she titled
"Spidtual Maxims". This proved most
helpful and popular. It was full of sound
advice and judgement. Just before her
death .Mother Catherine expressed the
wish that Mother Frances would complete the Holy Rule of the Order before its
submission to Rome for Papal approval.
She always referred to Frances as her
favourite child: they were kindred souls.
In November 1841 Mother Catherine
had expressed a wish that a Convent be
established in Westport. In the following
September Mother Frances with six
sisters went there and carried out her
wishes. The then Bishop had secured
funds for the project and gave Mother
Frances the joy of designing it exactly on
the same style as St. Leo's. Before leaving
Carlow she had opened a school for middle cla,ss girls and in a few years it was extended .to cater for poor children. Dr.
Fitzgerald, President of St. Patrick's Col-

then a visit to the Presentation Convent.
The Old Academy in the College Grounds
was assigned to them. It was in such bad
condition that Mother Catherine decided
to take the Sisters back until a more
suitable building was found for them but
Frances who had been made Superior on
that same day elected to trust in Divine
Providence and commenced the work
there and then. The following month the
corner stone of the new Convent was laid
by Bishop Nolan.
Fr. Maher gave £300 from his family to
help the foundation.
Bishop Nolan died later that year.
Frances nursed him during his last days.
Shortly before he passed away he called
Fr. Maher and Frances together telling
Fr. Maher to "look after the Sisters
always", a promise he kept faithfully until
his own death in 1877. Fifty years later
Frances could recall that death-bed scene
very vividly.
On November 14th, 1837 Frances
herself presided at her first ceremony of
Profession. Three sisters were received
and her cousin, Mary Maher of Killeany.
In the following February one of the
sisters, Kate Coffey, fell in the snow while
visiting the sick and died from a haemorrhage. She was the first Sister to die in
St. Leo's. Later that year however seven
young girls joined including two more
cousins of Frances: Ellen and Elizabeth
Maher of Freshford, Kilkenny and Rosina
Strange of Kilyardstown, Kilkenny, a
cousin of Cardinal Wiseman. She later
became Superior· of St. Leo's in 1850,
Mother McCauley was very proud of the
success of St. Leo's and wrote "They have
never lost the spirit bequeathed to
Frances Warde. Carlow is keeping pace'
with Baggot St. It is like a Miracle". A
visit to St. Leo's was a delight to all the
early Sisters of Mercy. The climate was
mild. Those who were delicate or exhausted from work recovered their
strength quickly and all were loathe to
leave it to return to their own convent.
An example of the charitable character
7

lege, Catlow died in 1843. A young Bishop available ·at wayside taverns which she
from Pittsburgh officiated at his funeral. declined. She. never left the coach during
He had been Rector of the Irish College in the two daya travel. An iro~ bar fell from
Rome under Cardinal Cullen and was in the roof of the coach injuring her head
Ireland tleeking Irish Nuns for work in his severely and as a result when she reached
diocese. -Before he left for home he had the Convent she was in a state of collapse.
succeeded through the help of Fr. James
Her life hung in the balance for several
Maher in persuading Mother Frances to
days
as she had developed pneumonia.
come f:o America with seven sisters to
When she recovered, the Bishop and she
start an apostolate there.
decided to found a hospital; this was to
This they did in N ovem her of that be the first Mercy hospital in the world
same year. The journey took over one and was a great success. They also
month. The nuns rested in New York for founded a private academy for young
several days before travelling by train to girls. This she correctly believed would
Philadelphia, then by Stage coach to Pit- help finance schools for poorer children.
tsburgh where they arrived on December This acadamy flourished and later
20th which has since been regarded as changed its name to Mount Mercy, the
Fo1,1ndation Day for the Sisters of Mercy present site for Carlow College, Pittin the United States. At-that time there sburgh, the oldest private Catholic school
wer~ over 12,000 Irish in the City but con- in the U.S. today.
ditions were very bad for all. The Sisters
Another foundation was started in
op,ned a School for 500 girls and later
Providence,
Rhode Island which was a
one for middle class pupils where English
grammar, Mathematics, Composition, hotbed of Puritanism and antiHisf:ory, Philosophy, French, Italian, Catholicism. Several times their schools
Christian Doctrine and Astronomy were and Convent were attacked by 11 mob but
taught. This Academy is still in ex- they carried on successfully.
Bishops and clergy from all over the
istence. Their success became known to
U.S.
were clamouring for the aid of the
the Bishop of Chicago who appealed to
her to come to his Diocese also as the Sisters and foundations literally sprang
need was great there. She acceded to his up everywhere wfthin the next few years.
request. The journey with a couple of
So many Novices were entering the
Sisters by Stage Coach to Cleveland, Order that she considered opening a
thenee by boat on Lake Erie and by boat Novitiate. This she started in
agairi to Chicago, a wooden City of65,000 Manchester. It was an instant success unpopuilttiol} with no railroad to it, was der the guidance of a Sr. Patricia
moet. lram>wing and nerve racking. After Waldron from Westport, a foundation
opetling,t)ie Convent, she laid plane for a started by Mother Frances before she left
hmpital as, the great cholera epidemic Ireland. Sr. Patricia was appointed
had taken 1:1 heavy toll of young lives. She Superior of the whole Philadelphia Founalso 11tarte.d an Orphanage for young boys dations in 1861.
and prls.
The Sisters also attended to the NursAll she prepared to return to Pittsburgh ing and Spiritual needs of both sides in
the listers were in such sorrow that they the Civil War. Abraham Lincoln
for~ to give her the food basket they recognised the good work they had done
ha~-1*epaieti for her. As the rivers and oy issuing ari order to the War Departlak._·..,reJrozen she had to travel all the ment to facilitate them in all their needs
way by Ho,- Wagon. Her fellow pu- for that purpose and pay for same. The
eenreri were rough trappers and frontiers apostolic work. of Mother Frances was
men and only blackbread and coffee was phenomenal. Her name was synonomout
8

and love you forever". She died on
Wednesday 17th September, 1884. The
funeral procession was such as had never
been seen before in Manchester. Over two
hundred Bishops, Priests and Sisters took
part; there was hardly a dry eye in the
huge concourse she was so beloved by all.
A marble cross over her grave bears the
following inscription:
"Rev. Mother Xavier Warde,
Foundress of the Order of Mercy in the
United States. Dec. 21st 1845 and Mount
St. Mary Convent. Manchester, New
Hampshire July 16th 1858.
Died September 17th. 1884 in the 74th
year of her age.
The phenomenal growth of the Mercy
Order has nowhere been more evident
than in the U.S., there are more convents
there than in all other countries of the
world combined. All can trace their
origins directly or indirectly to the
apostolic work of the little orphan
Frances Warde from Abbeyleix, Ireland.

with service to the poor and sick, education of adults and children.
On Wednesday, 24th January, 1883
Mother Frances celebrated her Golden
Jubilee. The streets of Manchester were
crowded with townspeople, all eager to
see the procession to the Church for the
Pontifical Celebration. This she related
afterwards was her happiest memory.
Her only regret was that Mother
Catherine, the foundress of the Order,
hadn't lived long enough to see how the
Sisters had spread the good news of
Christ through their apostolic work all
over America in a short few years. In
September the following year, she
became ill and was confined to bed. She
refused to go to hospital, preferring her
own bed in a dormitory with the other
Sisters. She never wanted a room of her
own, only a bed, chair and washstand.
She asked for all the Sisters to visit her
for a last goodbye and spoke to all in tum,
gave each her blessing saying "God bless

A famous Carlow family of
Irish Hpers
then left them on the floor they would of
themselves finish the tune correctly. One
old person who remembered old Jimmy
was Mrs. O'Connor who was 8 years of
age at the time of old Jimmy's death. She
lived at Ballymoon Cross, and this was a
favourite resort of the pipers.
Jimmy had three sons, James, John
and Thomas. James was the best musician of the three. It was he who taught
the pipes to old Sam Rowsome of Ferns,
who died in 1916, aged 91 years. Sam
Rowsome was grandfather of th_at famous

During the whole of the 19th century
the members of one family, named
Byrne, were famous throughout the
County Carlow and indeed throughout
South Leinster for their skill in playing
the pipes.
The first of them that could be traced
was "Old Jimmy Byrne", who was born
at Shangarry, near Myshall in 1770 and
died in 1852. The site of his house was
pointed out by an old man, named Doyle.
Of Old Jimmy it was said that towards
the end of his life, that so skilful was he,
that if he started a tune on the pipes and

(Continued P. 57)
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An t-Athair Peadar
On the 1st April, 1982, An t-Athair
Peadar MacSuibhne passed to his Eternal Reward. He will be sadly missed in
the Old Carlow Society. He was a founder
member of the Society and always took a
great interest in its activities. Rarely did
he miss a Committee Meeting or a lecture
and he was always ready to contribute to
the discussions. On account of his wide
knowledge of local history his views were
always sought.
An t-Athair Peadar was unique
in the way he was able to collect
historical data. He was indefatigable
where historical research was concerned.
Luckily for posterity he compiled a
number of books dealing with the history
of various parishes which will be invaluable in years to come. His monumental volumes on the great Churchman,
Cardinal Cullen, are outstanding. For a
man of his years it was astonishing the
amount of work he could accomplish.
It is sad to think that the genial face of
An t-Athair Peadar will no longer

County Carlow Polo Club
PRESIDENT
STEUART DUCKETT ESQ. Russelstown Park.
HON. SEC.
MAJOR BROWNE CLAYTON, Browne's Hill.
COMMITTEE
W. E. GROGAN, Moyle.
F. P. COLGAN, M.D. Carlow.
B. SLOCOCK, Carlow.
MAJOR ALEXANDER, Milford.
T. H. RICHARDSON, Carlow.
CAPTAIN THOMAS, Belmont.
MEMBERS

brighten our meetings. We pray in the
language he dearly loved - I bhFlaitheas
De imeasc na N aomh go raigh a anam
dilis.
Sean O'Laoire

Carlow Castle

Photo:

w. Ellis
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Here Carlow Castle with its shattered wall
Black with the miner's blast upon its
height
Yet shows of what it was when shell
and ball
Rebounding idly upon its strength did
light.
A tower of victory! from whence
the flight
Of baffled foes was watched along the
plain;
Yet peace destroyed what war could
never blight,
And left those proud walls bare to
summer rain,
Of which the iron show 'r for years
had poured in vain.
- University Magazine.
From "The Carlow Post, 12/1/1856.

A. FITZMAURICE
COMMANDER W. FORBES
M.GOVERNEY
A. McCLINTOCK
Mrs. E. FITZMAURICE
R. McMAHON
E. J. McKENNA, M.D.
J. McCONKEY
KANE J. SMITH
R. THORP
H.H.COOPER
COL. J. EUSTACE DUCKETT
G. NEVILLE USSHER
Miss 0. THOMPSON
J.C.RYAN
T. GREENE, M.D.

E. C. MOREL
V. SLOCOCK
S. SLOCOCK
T.ROARK
W. J. EDGE
D. J. ROSS
P. J. HEARNE
A. W. STORRAR
MAJOR D. 0. EUSTACE
B. F.BAGENAL
P.A. BROWN
MISS PACK BERESFORD
E. BOOTH
COL. BRIGGS
H.BRUEN
Sir FRANCIS DENYS-BURTON

R. BROWNE CLAYTON, Hon. Sec.

COUNTY CARLOW POLO CLUB
RULES AND BYE-LAWS.
That the name of the Club be the County Carlow Polo Club.
2. That the Management be vested in a Committee, an Hon. Secretary, and 1
Treasurer. The President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer to be ex-offici,
members of all Committees.
1.
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3. The Committee to be elected at the Annual General Meeting, and to consist of
four Playing Members and three Pavilion Members. Any three to form a quorum.
4. A summons to Committee Meetings shall consist of a notice in writing from the
Hon. Secretary, at least two clear days prior to date of such meeting.
5. The Committee shall have power, subject to the Rules, to appoint subCommittees for any special objects, and to delegate to such Sub-Committees powers
to act in all matters relating to same, and may request any Member of the Club to join
any such Committee.
6. A Meeting of the Committee may be called by any two of its Members, who shall
have power to instruct the Hon. Sec. to do so, but such instruction shall be in writing.
7. The Committee to be vested with the working Management of the Club and all
matters of finance relating thereto, also to have power of making Bye-Laws or Regulations to facilitate such working.
8. The Hon. Sec. to be Manager.
9. The Annual General Meeting to be held between 15th and 30th April.
10. The Annual Ger,eral Meeting shall elect the Committee and Officers of the Club,
pass accounts, and transact such other business as may be brought before them. Ten
Members to form a Quorum.
11. At every Meeting of the Club, whether General or Committee, a Chairman shall
he elected who shall preside over such meeting, and shall have a second or casting vote
in the case of a tie.
12. The Club consists of Playing Members, Pavilion Members, and Honorary Temporary !'laying Members.
I :1. The Annual Subscription for Playing Members shall be £3, payable in advance
on Pleet ion, nn<l subsequently on 1st May of each year.
14. The Annual Subscription for Pavilion single Members shall be 10/-; and for
families £ 1.
Iii. Nut more than 2 Pavilion Members of a family shall be entitled to vote at a
General Meeting.
16. Each Candidate for Membership must be proposed by one Member and
seconded by another Member of the Club, to one of whom the Candidate must be personally known. Election shall be by Ballot, by the Committee, one black ball in three
to exclude.
17. The names and addresses of Candidates for Election shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in the Club premises for a week before their election, and an interval of
2 weeks shall elapse between Nomination and Election of Playing and Pavilion
Members.
18. The proposal of a Candidate shall be sent to the Hon. Sec. in writing and it shall
be signed by the Proposer and Seconder.
19. No newly-elected Member shall participate in the privileges of the Club until his
or her subscription shall have been paid, nor shall any member whose subscription
is in arrears, be entitled to vote at any Meeting.
20. All complaints shall be sent to the Hon. Sec. in writing, who, if unable to remove
the cause, shall submit them to the Committee whose decision shall be final
precluding any appeal to law.
21. In the case of misconduct of any Member, or the introduction by him of any
person who, or whose conduct is, in the opinion of the Committee, injurious to the
character or reputation of the Club or objectionable to the Members, or on his wilful
infraction of the Rules, Bye-Laws or Regulations of the Club, the Committee shall
recommend such Member to resign, and if he shall not resign within one week, such
Member shall be expelled from the Club by Resolution of the Committee, and shall
thereupon cease to be a Member of the Club; his subscription for the current year
12

shall be forfeited, and he shall for ever be ineligible for election or admission as a
visitor to the Club.
22. In all cases where the expulsion of a Member is deemed expedient and is carried
out, the member so expelled shall have no remedy against the Club or Committee, and
be absolutely without any right of appeal.
BYE-LAWS
1. The ground shall be opened for play at 3 o'clock on Tuesdays and Fridays, and on
such other days as the Committee may direct.
2. The case of fitness of the ground for play to be decided by the Committee or any of
its members present.
3. Galloping Ponies or knocking the ball about on the ground, except in a game, is
not to be permitted, and the ground man shall have orders in the absence of a Member
of the Committee, to prevent such practice.
4. The Rules of the Hurlingham Polo club shall be strictly adhered to.
5. The colours of the Club shall be Red and White. Red waistcoats shall be provided
by the Club for Members' games, and must be worn by one of the sides playing.
These Rules and Bye-Laws were passed at a General Meeting of the County Carlow
Polo Club specially called for the purpose on 20th April 1905.

The origin of the song Eileen Aroon
In olden times the present parish of Clonegal consisted of two parishes called
Moyacomb and Barragh. St. Barragh was the saint of the district and the church was
dedicated to him, while the blessed Well nearby was called Cronavane Well. Clonmullin Castle was also in this parish and it was in this historic building that the song,
"Eileen Aroon" was first sung.
At the time the castle was the home of Eileen Kavanagh who was the heroine in that
song. The story may not be familiar to many but the facts are that Eileen had formed
an attachment for Carroll More O Daly who was a brother of a chieftain of Connaught.
This was in the reign of Elizabeth I. The young man was accomplished at poetry and
music and he and Eileen were very much in love. Eileen's friends and family were opposed to the union and while Carroll was away on business they persuaded her that he
had married someone else. Having convinced her by trickery of the truth of this, they
got her to agree to marry a man of their choice. Then a Festival was arranged in the
Castle to celebrate the approaching marriage but her lover, Carroll heard what was
afoot and attended the celebration dressed as a gleeman.
He revealed himself to Eileen through the song and she knew that his constancy had
riever wavered. Carroll had composed his song to express his love and faithfulness
~bile remaining incognito to the rest of the guests. Eileen later escaped from the casJe, fearful of being forced into a loveless union and in due course wedded Carroll 0
Daly.
Margaret Hayden.
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Nicholas Aylward
VigorsM.P.
1786-1840

Agha Monastery ruins

Brother P. J. Kavanagh, M.A.
NICHOLAS Aylward Vigors was descended from an English parson, Rev.
Louis Vigors of Holloden, North Devon,
who came to Ireland c. 1615. "Holloden"
near the Royal Oak recalls the family's
origins. In the 1690s a Vigors was Bishop
of Leighlin in the Church of Ireland. His
chair is still in the sanctuary of the
cathedral in Old Leighlin. Nicholas's
grandfather, Bartholomew (1707-1776),
was Dean of Leighlin. This Bartholomew
married Anne Aylward of Shankill,
Paulstown. Hence Nicholas's middle
name. His father, also Nicholas Aylward
(1755-1828), married twice. By his first
wife, Catherine Richards of Solsborough,
Wexford, he had Anne (1782-1862),
Nicholas Aylward (1786-1840) and
Frances (1788-1877). Anne and Frances
remained single and lived out their lives
in the family home at Old Leighlin. Their
house is now owned by the Foley family.
Thomas Tench Vigors of "Erindale,"
near Carlow, was son of the second marriage. More of him anon.

SCHOLAR AND SOLDIER
Photo: W. Ellis

The doorway of the ruined monastery at Agha (achadh-arghlais i.e. "the field
of the green tillage") which dates from the 6th Century.
For further references on this monastery see Dr. Comerford's 'Collections of Kildare and Leighlin',
Vol. III, P.96. Carloviana, 1967: 'Three Carlow Monasteries' by E. F. Brophy.

!

Meanwhile Nicholas, our subject, went
to study at Oxford. He left the University
without completing his course in 1809,
probably because he wanted to join the
British army, then fighting Napoleon.
Nicholas did not neglect the intellectual,
however. In 1810 he published "An Enquiry into the Nature and Extent of
Poetick (sic) Licences" in London. 1811
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found him as a captain in the Grenadier
Guards fighting in the Peninsular War
where he received a severe leg wound at
the Battle of Barrosa. Later he resumed
his studies at Oxford gaining a B.A. in
1817 and an M.A. in 1818. He made a
career for himself as a barrister and was
awarded the D.C.L. in 1832.
In 1826 he was a founding member of
the Royal Zoological Society and was its
first secretary until 1833. In his lifetime
he published some forty papers on ornithological subjects, an unusual pursuit
which laid him open to a certain amount
of derision from his political opponents.He was also a member of the
Royal Irish Academy.

THE LANDLORD
Upon the death of his father in 1828
Nicholas Aylward Vigors inherited some
3,000 acres of land nearly all of it in the
civil parish of Old Leighlin. In so far as it
can be ascertained from the Ordnance
Survey Name Books he owned the
townwlands of Moanduff, Annagar,
Feamore, Johnduffswood, Parknakyle.
Raheen Upper, Raheenwood and Tomnasock, as well as portions of Ballynolan,
Banagagole and Old Leighlin. His agent
was a Captain Richards from Wexford.
Ambrose Doran of Old Leighlin acted as
agent for Old Leighlin and Johnduffswood. He continued to live in London, a
factor used against him by his "I:ory opponents - the vast majority of the forty or

so Carlow landlords in the 1830s were enough for the landlords to have their
resident and Tories to a man. As a way. The vote was public until the Ballot
landlord Vigors was on excellent relations Act of 1872 and the voters were their tewith his tenants, but then, since they and nants, at their mercy for their very
he were of a similar political outlook that livelihood. So in the period 1831was to be expected. In 1835 he could 1842 during which there was an unusually
count upon seventy votes from his estate, high number of elections, the priests, the
quite a lot considering the small elec- only leaders the peasantry had, and the
torate of those days when property alone landlords fought it out for the allegiance
qualified one for a vote. He probably of the voters. Pity the voters!
wasn't a good business man. Innuendoes
Since the Act of Union the County had
in the Tory press when he died suggest been represented by two M.P.s and the
that the estate was in debt.
borough by one. The borough was "rotWhen he won Emancipation in 1829 ten". It had been sold to Lord Tullamore
O'Connell awakened hope of political by the Burtons in 1790 and was in his
equality in Irish Catholics, an equality pocket until the Reform Act of 1832 gave
which Irish Protestants had nothing to the vote to the £10 freeholders. Until
fear from as they were still protected by then the only electors were the Sovereign
an inbuilt Protestant majority at West- (Mayor) and the burgesses (about ten).
minster. When, however, towards the end Lord Tullamore kept the seat for himself
of 1831, O'Connell began to advocate in the years before 1832.
Repeal of the Union he stirred up a
Between 1801 and 1830 inclusive there
political hornet's nest in Ireland. were eight general elections. Only two of
Catholics, led by their priests, were all for these were contested in the County. In
having a parliament that would suit the same period there were two bythem. The landlords had been in the elections neither of which was contested.
ascendency since the Williamite settle- The following table will serve to illustrate
ment of the 1690s and had no intention of how the gentry, according to the accepted
surrendering their power to ignorant, custom of the time, had the two seats all
Catholic peasants. And it was easy wrapped up for themselves:
Year
Election
Returned
_, ___o_p_po_ee_d-by_;___
1802

general

1806

general

1807

general

1812

general

1816
1818

by-election
general

1820

general

1826

by-election

1826

general

1830

general

David La Touche
Walter Bagenal
David La Touche
Walter Bagenal
David La Touche
Walter Bagenal
David La Touche
Henry Bruen II
Robert La Touche
Henry Bruen II
Sir Ulysses Burgh
Henry Bruen II
Sir Ulysses Burgh
Thomas Kavanagh
(Bruen's father-in-law)
Henry Bruen II
Thomas Kavanagh
Henry Bruen II
Thomas Kavanagh
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Unopposed
do.
do.
Walter Bagenal
(died 1814)
unopposed
do.

do,:
do.
do.
Horace Rochfort

liam Fishbourne (whose family or its
representatives still or until very lately
owned ground rents in Carlow town) and
seconded by Patrick Finn, brother of William, whom Vigors had ousted as the
popular candidate in 1832. This time the
Tories made no mistake. Bruen won by
150 votes to 132. About 28 voters did not
register their preference.
In the County also, Bruen and
GENERAL ELECTION
Kavanagh made a come-back, defeating
a popular side thrown into disarray by
DECEMBER 1832
the last minute withdrawal of its canWalter Blackney, the Repealer, and
didates.
Thomas Wallace, a Protestant Liberal
Irishman, beat Kavanagh and Bruen by MUSICAL CHAIRS 657 votes to 470 votes in the County.
BY-ELECTION, JUNE 1835
In July Vigors was already working for
Upon petition Bruen and Kavanagh
the borough seat. On the recommendawere
unseated by a Committee of the
tion of Lord Duncannon, the County
Lieutenant, he was made a Deputy House on May 29th and a new election
Lieutenant thus increasing his standing ordered for the County. It was alleged
in the County. William Francis Finn, son that their agents had stalled for time
of a rich Carlow tanner, and O'Connell's while the voters were being polled so that
brother-in-law, was also in contention for when the booths had closed a conthe seat. (Finn was Repeal M.P. for Co. siderable number of 'Liberal' or antiKilkenny, 1832-37). J.K.L. decided to Tory voters had not voted. This was acsupport the Protestant Vigors against the complished by demanding that each
Catholic Repealer because Vigors voter took the two oaths (one declaring
favoured a Poor Law which O'Connell that he was qualified to vote and the
(and Finn) opposed on the grounds that other that he had not taken a bribe)
state hand-outs would demoralise the which need not have been insisted upon
people. Francis Bruen of Coolbawn, Co. and which took up a considerable amount
Wexford, a brother of Henry, was the of time. The booths had to be closed by a
Tory candidate. Rev. Andrew Fitzgerald given date, thus depriving the remaining
O.P., president of Carlow College, voters of their franchise.
Vigors, together with Alexander
proposed Vigors on the hustings on
December 13th. His seconder was Raphael, an English Catholic, an exThomas Haughton of Kelvin Grove, a Sheriff of London, were the Liberal or
Quaker. Fitzgerald and Haughton had popular candidates. On June 2nd Vigors
recently been jailed for non-payment of made a triumphal entry into Carlow, actithes. Vigors beat Bruen by 145 votes to companied by Rev.James Maher (uncle
of the future Cardinal Cullen), Rev.
120.
Patrick Hickey, P.P., Aries, and 20,000
GENERAL ELECTION
people. On June 9th it was reported that
he was canvassing the Barony of RathvilJANUARY 1835
ly,
accompanied by Rev. John Walsh of
Vigors was to be candidate for the
borough. Again his backers were Rev. Borris. The Pilot of June 12th carried his
Andrew Fitzgerald and Thomas election address in which he appealed to
Haughton. His opponent was again the sense of vexation of the Catholics
Francis Bruen who was proposed by Wil- because of the way "their religion has

The general election of 1831 brought a
change. Sir John Milley Doyle, an Irish
Catholic, and Walter Blackney of Ballyellen, supported by J.K.L., were
returned unopposed when Bruen and
Rochfort withdrew from the contest
beforehand.
Nicholas Aylward Vigors stepped into
the above scenario in 1832.
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been reviled," hardly a very positive elec- properly registered, were struck off the
tion programme, but understandable in list of those who voted Liberal. Many of
the 1830s.
these are recognisable as Vigors' tenants,
Vigors was due to meet a large body of members of the !drone West Baronial
electors in Bagenalstown on Saturday, Club, Vigors' local "cumann."
June 13th. Instead he found himself in
jail! His half-brother, Thomas Tench COUNTY BY-ELECTION
Vigors of Erindale, had married Miss FEBRUARY 1837
Rudkin, heiress of the late Gilbert PickerThomas Kavanagh died on 20th
ing Rudkin of Wells.
January, 1837. Thomas Bunbury of
£ 1500 had been promised her by bond Moyle was selected by the Tories to confrom Nicholas's estate. The trustees of test the ensuing by-election. Vigors stood
the bond were John Watson, former High against him. His proposer and seconder
Sheriff, Thomas Watson and Henry were Walter Blackney, former Repeal
Carey, Henry Bruen's cousin and estate M.P., and Rev. Thomas Tyrrell, P.P.,
agent. When the bond was drawn up at Tinryland. Vigors was elected by 670
the time of the marriage (1830) there votes to 634. The inevitable petition was
would have been nothing odd about hav- got up against his return. A Committee of
ing these Tories as trustees. Politics had the House reduced his majority to a
soured since then and they were now on single vote! He was declared elected on
the opposite side of the fence to Nicholas. May 8th.
For some unexplained reason (possibly
because Nicholas was home from London GENERAL ELECTION
and available) Mrs. Vigors looked for her AUGUST 1837
£1500 at this time quite oblivious to the
King William IV died on 20th June and
storm she would raise. She threatened to the customary general election was calhave the trustees imprisoned unless pay- led. Vigors and John Ashton Yates, an
ment was forthcoming. To save their own Englishman, would stand for the County.
skins they had Nicholas imprisoned for William Henry Maule, an Englishman,
debt, refusing, according to the Liberals, was the borough candidate. All three canto accept the money from him although didates made a triumphal entry into
he had it in the bank. It being a week-end Carlow town on July 12th. The pro-Tory
may account for his not being able to "Kilkenny Moderator" thus sneeringly
withdraw it readily. To make a long story describes the occasion:
short Vigors was released after some
"Triumphal entry into Carlow of the
hours. To the Liberals the whole episode O'Connell Tools. Once more the holy
seemed like a political stroke "to lower padres are in all their glory . . . (The
him in the estimation of the electors." candidates) were accompanied by a ragThe Tories said the whole affair was a ged and intoxicated mob . . . Father
coincidence. All the circumstances are Maher received due notice of their apnot clear from the extant evidence.
proach ... (and) with his rosy-gilled colOn Friday, June 19th, Vigors and league, Father Hickey (P.P., Arles),
Raphael were declared elected by 627 awaited the moment with exemplary
votes to 571. Vigors was due to take the patience . . ."
oath in the Commons on June 29th but
Maule beat Francis Bruen in the
the Tories got up an appeal against the borough. Vigors and Yates were returned
election result and he and Raphael were by 730 votes to 644 for Henry Bruen and
unseated and their seats given to Thomas Bunbury of Moyle.
Kavanagh and Bruen. 104 persons,
Nicholas Aylward Vigors M.P. died at
named, in the appeal as not having been his London home on 26th October, 1840,
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and lies buried in the nave of Old
Leighlin cathedral. In his time the distinctions between political parties
weren't as clear-cut as they are to-day. In
the article I have generally described
Vigors as a Liberal or popular candidate.
.f.lthough he ousted a Repealer, William
Francis Finn, in the 1832 borough election he seems to have been something of a
Repealer himself. McIntyre in his "The
Liberator" so classifies him, although no
hard and fast evidence of this has come to
my attention. He certainly had some feeling for the plight of the Catholic
peasantry. London obviously rid him of
1<>me of the insular attitudes of his fellowlandlords in this respect. It's not at all
clear why he entered politics in the first
place. His importance lies in the fact that

he was big enough to be able to step outside the traditions of his own class and
.back the underdog. For this Carlow people should remember him with respect.
He remained unmarried and the Vigors
family has descended through Thomas
Tench Vigors, his half-brother .
At the 1842 general election Henry
Bruen and Thomas Bunbury again won
the County for the Tories. With one exception the landlords were to hold the
County seats until 1880. By then the Ballot Act had removed all fear of landlord
reprisal and a new force, Parnellism, had
arrived to advance the cause of the common man and of Ireland.
Chief Sources: Carlow Newspapers of
the 1830's.

Graiguenamanagh Abbey Church
... how the Jackdaws helped
The octagonal tower of the Abbey Church in Graiguenamanagh fell in 1744. Three of
the four beautiful arches fell together and also the roof of the chancel. At the time
some young people had a narrow escape from death. The youths of the time browsed
and idled around the tower and under the arches. A goat was also in part residence at·
the same time and used climb up the stairway in search of luspious ivy. As the young
,lads were in the tower one day at their usual amusements the, goat raced frantically
down the stairs and instinctively they ran too. They were barely clear when the tower
1fell together with the arched roof of the chanctil.
The Abbey Church is almost the only old time monastery still used for Catholic
wonhip but it was destined for Protestant wonhip and the nave wu improved and
repairea in preparation for the take-over. The winnows were glazed too but the next
morning jackdaws had broken them. They were again replaced ,and again the windows
were broken by the birds. On hearing this Lord Clifden decided that the jackdaws
were the instruments of Divine Justice. His argume11t was that as the Church had
been built by Catholice and for Catholice ia ahould be reatored by thtm.
Margaret Hayden
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Carlow Workman,s Club
1899-1910
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THIS article is based on the minutes of
the Workman's Club, Carlow from 1899
to 1910. It is hoped to publish a more
detailed history at a later date. At the
time of writing The Nationalist &
Leinster Times of the period are with an
archivist thus ruling out the possibility of
cross reference.
The idea of a Workman's Club was first
discussed in December, 1898 in the home
of Tom Little. Messrs. Little,
O'Hanrahan, Ellis, Warren and McAssey
were appointed to see Mr. Molloy to enquire into the possibility of renting an
early Georgian double house: No. 13,
Brown St. Mr. Molloy agreed to rent the
premises for £7 a year and to be responsible for all structural repairs.
The first meeting on this premises took
place on April 9th, 1899. Mr. Thomas Little was elected President (Chairman).
Mr. F. Brennan, Vice President; Mr. H.
O'Hanrahan, Secretary; Mr. C. Kellett,
Assistant Secretary; Mr. P. Comerford,
Treasurer. Mr. Ellis and subsequently
Mr. Sparks were appointed trustees.
Others present at this meeting were:
Messrs. T. Delaney, W. Warren, P.
Fenelon, J. McAssey, E. Dwyer, P.
Dooley, F. Brophy, R. Clifford, J. Walsh,
J. Quillan, M. Wetheral, M. Mulhall, L .
Cullen, Ted O'Hanrahan and Michael
O'Hanrahan. The three O'Hanrahan
brothers were the sons of a Fenian,
Richard O'Hanrahan, who took part in
the Rising of 1867 and who came to work
as a corker in Corcorans. (See
Carloviana, 1963, article by Alice
Treacy).
May and June 1899 were busy months
for the newly formed club. The
21

membership fee was 15/- per year and
£64. 5. 4d. was lodged in the National
Bank in June. A list of subscriptions was
printed in The Nationalist. Much effort
was devoted to equipping and furnishing
the club and to procuring requisites for
the various games. Amongst the first
purchases were: bagatelle table, draught
board, two pack of cards, box of
dominoes, card book, two dozen chairs at
3/3 each. When it was discovered that the
chairs supplied were not of Irish
manufacture, they were returned. Also
purchased were 2 oil cloth table covers for
the card tables, 1 enamel basin and soap
holder, a dozen tin spittoons (a few
months later we find the club buying
another 2 dozen spittoons at 4/- a dozen
from Shaws). A billiard table was
bought for £68. 5. Od.; £45 cash and the
balance in instalments. This was bought
from Mr. Coghlan, Harcourt St., who also
presented a cue and case for the club's
first tournament. Extra cues were bought
from Messrs. Borroughs and Watts. A
clock was bought from Mr. Douglas. A
member was instructed to purchase a
writing desk and stools at a forthcoming
auction in Otter Holt, Kilkenny Road.
Flooring material was suppled by Mr.
Robinson for £4. 14. Od.
A sub-committee was appointed to approach Mr. Alexander's Electrical Company to get an estimate for the supply of
electricity to the club. Mr. Corbett installed the electricity in 1900 and six 25 candle power electric bulbs were supplied.
The installation cost was £7.00. Mr.
Harte of Graiguecullen supplied a ton of
coal at £1. 10. Od. a ton. Benny Coleman
painted and papered the club free of

charge. Mrs. Kingsbury was appointed
caretaker at a wage of 3/6 per week. A
lamp and bracket was purchased from
Mr. Hennessy for £2. 12. Od. This lamp
was erected over the entrance with the
name of the club in Irish, "Cumai:m na
bhfear oibre Cheathar!ach." The Irish
title was at the behest of M. O'Hanrahan
and T. Little. There were approx. 190
Irish speakers in the county in 1299.
Another sub-c1>mmittee decided on the
magazinesilndnewspapers to be supplied
to the club. To the average working man
in 1899 newspapers and magazines were
considered a luxury. At the beginning of
every year the papers and magazines
were auctioned off to the highest bidder
who had sole right to remove them. The
sub-committee was constantly
reprimanding members who took newspapers home.

tI
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The following papers and weeklies were
to be supplied to the club from Miss
Colgan, Newsagent: Daily Freeman, Irish
Times, Carlow Nationalist, Leinster
Leader, Herald Telegraph, Irish Catholic,
United Irishman, Irish Bits, St. Patrick's
Strand, Harmsworth Harpurs, Wide
World, Chambers Irish Monthly,
Graphic, Black and White, New Ireland
Review, Comic Cuts, Racing World,
Golden Penny, Snapshots, Gaelic Weekly, Claidheamh Soluis, Irish Roeary, The
British Mechanic, Irish Independent and
Reynolds.
It is interesting to note that in 1903
Miss Colgan informed the committee
that her conscience would no longer allow
her to supply the magazine Reynolds to
her customers. A member wu then instructed to buy it elsewhere. In 1906 the
committee· decided that The Briti1h
Mechanic was not a suitable ma1azine
for the club.
The club was to be a place where the
working man could relax in comfort with
friends, take part in the various 1am•
and avail of the facilitiee wovided. It wu
to be non profit makin1, non sectarian,
non political but Irish in every pouible
22
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Michael O 'Hanrahan

way. Michael O'Hanrahan seemed to
look upon the club as an extension of the
Gaelic League and never miued an opportunity to promote the Irish langua1e
culture and workmanship. He had
refused a job in the Civil Service aayin1
that he would not work under the British.
No alcoholic drink wu allowed on the
premises. In 1~ a member apolo,iaed
and resigned hill membership when it wu
discovered that he had brou1ht a bottle of
stout into the club. No bad langua,e wu
allowed; members were fined or
suspended for infringing this rule. A di1ciplinary sub-committee meted out
suitable punishment for any misbehaviour.
Billiards and cards aeem to have been
the main interest of the membera. Card
playing wu ld. per sitting. Only "15"
and "25'' were permitted to be played.
Later someone introduced a 1ame called
"houae." A lot of trouble aroee from this

game! A billiard caretaker and marker
was appointed. His wages were 10/- per
week and he worked from 10 a.m. to 11.00
p.m. on weekdays and on holydays from
9.00 a.m. to 5 p.m. He was to be allowed
5/- a week for change. A boy named Ducie
was to assist the marker.His wage was 3/6
per week. He got the job because he was
considered a good billiard player.
Within 12 months of the foundation of
the club, Mr. Little was proposing that
the committee should approach Mr. Molloy and a Mr. Heron with a view to
purchasing some ground at the rear of the
club. It was the intention of the club to
build a concert and lecture hall on this
ground. The Carlow Workman's Club
Dramatic Amateurs was formed. Scenery
which comprised Barrow views was
painted by Thomas Little. This was in
great demand by other Dramatic
Societies and the club began to charge for
the hire of the scenery!
In 1901 the Workman's Brass Band was
formed. The club supplied instruments
and uniforms. The band was much in demand at shows and parades all over the
country. Their fee in 1903 for playing for
the Rowing Club Regatta was £5. In 1904
this was increased to £7. 10. Od.
The band members got 4/- with the exception of the cornet players who got 5/-.
The band master also got 5/-. In 1903 we
find an advertisement in the British
Bandsman:
WANTED: Secondhand Cornet,
Tenor Horn, 2 Trombones: Reply
to: The Secretary, Workman's
Club, Carlow, Ireland.
A Mr. Hawkes supplied all four instruments for £5. 10. Od.
Three young boys were admitted to the
band for the purpose of learning the cornet. They were M. Conville, M. Kelly, P.
Little and were to be paid 1/- a week.
Every Christmas morning the band
gave an outdoor performance and collecte'd £20, which was a sizeable sum in
1904. In 1900 Michael O'Hanrahan

proposed that a Workman's Club parade
would be held every November to the
Croppy Graves in Graiguecullen as part
of a Manchester Martyrs Commemoration. Local and outside bands would be
hired. Local bands would be paid £2. 10.
Od. and bands from elsewhere £5. 0. Od.
with refreshments provided. This parade
was held every year until 1915. The brass
band was disbanded in 1916 and Tommy
Little of Montgomery St. is now the only
living survivor. In 1902 one of the
founding members was suspended for
burning a receipt from the Manchester
Martyrs Commemoration Committee in
the club hall.
Many outings and excursions were arranged in those years: Ii boating party to
Borris, a car party to Newtownbarry and
a train excursion to Dublin.
In February, 1902, two proposals were
placed before the committee by Michael
O'Hanrahan (i) that shop assistants
should be allowed to join the club. (ii)
that no person under 18 years of age could
play cards on club premises.

Before these proposals could be inplemented Michael O'Hanrahan had
resigned from the committee and from
the club. The cause of resignation was a
proposal to admit a British soldier as a
member. The proposal to accept the
soldier was passed by eleven votes to two.
At an earlier meeting his proposal that
circulars to members be in Irish and
English did not secure a seconder.
Despite this upset a close connection
between the club and the national cause
continued. In 1902 Club Chairman T,
Little was Secretary of the Gaelic Lea~ue
and the club premises was used as the
headquarters for A Company, Carlow
Batt. I.R.A. in the War of Independence.
The club passed many resolutions on
topics of local and national concern.
An early resolution called on Messrs.
Ellis, Comerford, Kellett and Mulhall to
wait on Mr. Hammond M.P. and Mr.
Governey with a view to having more
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Labour members co-opted on the Co.
Council.
A special meeting was held in June,
1899, to pass three resolutions:
1. Enforce sanitary laws by compelling
local landlords to put their house
property in order.
2. Call upon Carlow Urban Council to
support local industries by giving contracts to local contractors who employ
local trade and labourers.
3. That having regard to the great
necessity for watering of certain streets
we call upon the U.D.C. to see that all
streets within the borough of Carlow be
kept properly watered.
A resolution of October, 1899, to
Carlow U.D.C. stated: "We protest
against the decision of Mr. C. J. Johnston
to hold the election of Urban District
Councillors every three years instead of
annually. We feel that this is meant to
weaken the working man's influence on
the Councillors."
A resolution of January, 1900, from
Michael O'Hanrahan proposed: "We, the
members of Carlow Workman's Club,
pledge ourselves by every means in our
power to forward the interest of the
Gaelic League, Ceatharlach."
A resolution proposed in February,
again by Michael O'Hanrahan, declared:
1. That in places where Irish is the
home language, pupils should be taught
to read and write in Irish from their first
day in school.
2. Where Irish is not the home language
it shall be lawful to teach Irish as a
:emunerative subject during school hours
it the earliest possible stage at which
mpils are capable of learning it.
3. Copies of this resolution to be sent to
he Chief Secretary of the Commissioners
f National Education, the whips of the
rish Party, the members in this division,
h.e metropolitan press and the Secretary
f the Gaelic League.
A resolution of May 1900 declared:
We, the members of Carlow Workman's
fob, protest against the injustice which
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pointed to meet Fr. Killian to ask him to
accept the Presidency of the Club.
In 1908 Irish language and dancing
classes were being held in the club. 1910
saw the club considering an estimate of
£10 from the Carlow Gas Company to
replace the unreliable electricity. Mr.

is being perpetrated by certain local
landlords by raising rents and we ask the
Council to deter this act of tyranny."
A statement of November 1900
declared: "Following a disclosure that
the Protestant Church in the Carlow
Asylum were buying their furniture from
England the following resolution was passed on the proposal of Michael
O'Hanrahan. We respectfully urge upon
you the necessity of giving this contract
to an Irish firm. The workmanship of
Irish tradesmen, although perhaps more
costly, is superior to English and Scottish
produces." Copies to management of
Carlow Asylum and Dublin Trades Council.
In March, 1902, a letter was received
by the committee from Mr. J. Byrne,
Evergreen Lodge, honorary member of
the club. He asked the committee to pass
a vote of sympathy with Mr. Bruen of
Oak Park on account of the loss sustained
by the recent burning of his residence. A
vote was taken and no vote of sympathy
was sent.
Two resolutions were passed in 1905
pertaining to the Urban Council.
One requested Michael Governey not
to resign from the U.D.C. as he had
always been a good representative for the
working man. Another motion was
resolved that the Workman's Club would
put forward its own candidate to contest
Urban Elections "so that we might have a
club member representing the wishes of
the members on the Council." This was
an unusual motion as Tom Little was a
member of the Urban Council in 1903.
1905 saw the club in some financial difficultv. £20 was borrowed from the
Natioiial Bank at a special rate of 3t% for
6 months.
In 1907 a re-organising committee was
formed. Members brought their own turf
to keep the club fires burning. 68 circulars were sent to people inviting them
to join without paying an admission fee.
Mr. T. Brennan and J. Corcoran were ap-
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Alexander had been unwilling to make
any allowance for breaks in supply. He
later changed his mind.
It is hoped to trace the post-1910
history of the club in a later article. Surviving members are invited to submit
observations and recollections.

Carlow Branch
Irish Transport & General Workers'
Union
THE Carlow branch of the I.T.G.W.U.
was established in 1918 having as its
founder members Patrick Purcell,
Quinagh, Carlow; Michael Brophy, late
of Dublin Road, a plasterer; Edward
Walsh, a plasterer, Graiguecullen, and
Tim Brennan, a labourer. Mr. Purcell is
the only surviving member still hale and
hearty.
The first Branch President was the late
Patrick Comerford, Burrin Street, a
carpenter, with Carlow Urban District
Council, and he had as Vice-President
the late Dick Rodgers, Castle Hill, a
carpenter in Corcoran's Mineral Waters.
In 1919 the first office of the branch
was vacated by the union as it had been
rented only for one year. It was opposite
the old Vocational School in Dublin
Street, where they operated until around
1962 ... when they moved to the present
office in Barrack Street. This premises
was formerly the old Protestant School.
In 1919 the late Paudge MacGamhna
(Patrick Gaffney) was elected President
of the branch, a position he held until
1943 having as Vice-Presidents over the
ensuing years the late Peter O'Brien,

male nurse, St. Dympna's Hospital; the
late William Jackson, storeman, Goods
Hardware; Paddy Coffey, malting;
Michael Brennan, petrol and oil; John
O'Brien, retired C.S.E. Teo; the late
John Nolan, Corcoran & Co.; Thomas
Kelly, Thompsons; Martin Doyle, Cold
Rolling Mills; the late Thomas Brennan,
Barrow Mills, and Harry Byrne, C.S.E.
Teo. All of the above have also acted as
Branch Presidents at various times.
The position of Secretary to the branch
in the early years was part-time and the
first Secretary was Patrick (Nipper)
O'Toole; Tom Donnelly (baker) also held
the position. The late Liam Ellis, B.A.,
was the first full-time Secretary until his
appointment to Carlow/Kildare Health
Board, St. Dympna's Hospital. The late
Stephen Carroll, a Laois man; Paddy
Mullane of Cork, Tom McCarthy,
Dublin, and Michael O'Leary, Minister
for Labour in the Inter-Party Government, also served as Branch Secretary in
Carlow, as did Jim Buckley who later
transferred to head office in Dublin.
Brian Kennedy served for sixteen years
until he retired on health grounds.
Patrick Purcell
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Museum Report 1980-1982
SINCE our last report two years ago The response will help to place Carlow
County Carlow Museum has gone from County Museum in the forefront of
success to success. Among the many ar- provincial museums.
tifacts received in recent months were
The co-operation of the Town Clerk
two polished stone axe heads, two stone along with his indoor and outdoor staff is
lamps and a socketed axe head. Scien- greatly appreciated. The staff of The
tists from the National Museum iden- Nationalist have helped to publicise the
tified a recent donation as a fish-like many finds and donations that have
creature, 300 million years old.
found their way to the museum. This has
A number of exhibitions of special in- helped to make the public aware of the
terest to schools were displayed. The amentiy which they have in their midst.
National Museum in co-operation with Patrick Purcell, the dedicated curator,
the Public Records Office mounted their deserves special mention for his devotion
travelling exhibition "The Rebellion of to the museum.
A final thanks goes to that small band of
1798." The South Eastern Arts Advisory
Committee organised an exhibition stewards who look after the museum
"Naive Paintings from Haiti." Both at- every Sunday throughout the year. One
of the aims of the museum is to collect,
tracted large crowds.
We entered a competition for museums preserve, display and educate - so
with an exhibition entitled "People and remember if you have anything which
Places of Co. Carlow." This featured im- you think might be of interest bring it
portant Carlovians of the past who con- along any Sunday or contact any of the
tributed to the literary, industrial and committee.
The Museum Committee.
religious life of the county and country.
Although not among the prize-winners,
some of the photographs were on display , - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - at the Awards Ceremony in the Bank of
Ireland Exhibition Centre. Perhaps we
may have better luck next time!
A collection of birds and animals has
been donated which in time will form the
nucleus of a Natural History section. A
swan, electrocuted in flight near the
town, has fascinated the young visitors!
The interest shown by the public has
prompted the Committee to draw up a
development plan to improve the display.
of objects.
This will entail a new lighting system,
with provision for internal lighting of display cases and track spot lighting in main
hall and gallery area. An electrical
security system will be installed and ad- 4,000 year-old burial chamber uncovered
ditional display cases will be provided. at Killenane, Royal Oak, July 1982.
The cost will be in the region of £6,000,
Granite covering stone in background.
and an appeal for donations and sponPhoto: W. Ellis
sorship has been launched. A generous
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NATIONAL MUSEUM
Acquisitions from County Carlow (Part 2)
Part 1 appeared in the 1981 Edition of C11rloviana (No. 29).
REG. NO.

1939:30,31

OBJECT

TOWN LAND

2 Bronze Axeheads, with

River Barrow

flanges and stop-ridge

1939

1939:34

Bronze Axehead

River Barrow
District

Bronze ax,,head, with flanges

River Barrow

and stop-ridge

1969: 727-729

Food vessel sherds (727)

Baunogenasraid

Human bones (728)
Flint scraper (729)

E111 : 1-9

Neolithic pottery vessel, flints,

Baunogenasraid

Lignite pendant, human bones

1971:1014

Iron arrowhead

Bennekerry

Skeleton

Bennekerry

1970: 151

Polished stone axehead

Bennekerry

1973:43

Carved stone head

Bennekerry

1939:32,33

Bronze Palstave, Bronze

Belmount

axehead; flat

Mortarstown
Upper

1956: 11

Human bones (unburnt)

Boherduff

1935:522

Bronze ring pin

Boherduff

1938:9745

Replica of the Kavanagh

Original at

"Charter" Horn

Borris

1976:2

Kavanagh "Charter" Horn

Borris

S.A. 1922: 2, 3

Two Bronze zoomorphic brooches

Bough

1930

Rubbing of ornamental stone

Bough

1970: 154-155

2 Polished stone axeheads

Carrickslaney

1971: 949

Saddle quern

Carrickslaney

27

REG. NO.

OBJECT

TOWN LAND

i

REG. NO.

OBJECT

TOWN LAND

1939:937

Stone object

Rathnagrew

Ii

1939: 362-373

Finds from a burial and hearth site

Kilconnaughc

1934:427

Stone axehead polished

Kilconnau11ht

1939:936

Stone axehead

Rathnagrew

1971: 1121

Net-sinkor, incomplete

Kilgraney

1939:939

Stone object

Rathnagrew

1970: 153

Neck of wine bottle

Killerig

1940: 12

Flint Flake

Rathnagrew

1970:214

Socketed bronze axehead

Knockdoorish

1934:5620

Stone axehead

Rathnagrew

1943:64,64A

Urn Sherds (1943: 64)

Knocklishen

Cremated Bones ( 1943: 64A)

Beg

1930:57

Skeleton: human

Knocknatubbrid

1971:898

Chert Flake

Labanasigh

1970: 173

Chert Scraper

Labanasigh

1932

Shrine of St. Molling's Gospels

St. Mullins

1971:932

Socketed Bronze axehead

Laragh

1974: 26, 27

Bowl Food Vessel, Human Bones

Sliguff

1944:64

Quern stone (upper portion)

Linkardstown

1955: 136-138

Cinerary Urn (1955: 136)
2 Encrusted Urns (1955: 137-8)

Strawhall

1934:62

Fragment of Stone axehead

Vicinity of
Bronze spearhead, loops on

Tinnagarney

Upper
1934:410

Not registered

Stone axehead

Rathnagrew
Lower/Upper

Cinerary Urn: Food vessel

Royal Oak

(bowl)

Moyle

socket
1939:32,33

Bronze Palstave, unlooped,

Mortarstown

Flat Bronze axehead

Upper

1935:5

Pin of Bronze ring-pin

Moyle Little

19:i4:5598

Knife-end-scraper, flint

Moyle Big/

1953:24

Foot of Copper (or Bronze) pot

1944:63

Flat Bronze axehead

Tinriland

1944:63

Axe, decorated, flat, Bronze

Tinriland

Little

1937: 2767-9

2 Saddle querns, perforated stone

Tobinstown

Moyle (Big or

1938: 97, 98

Ogham Stone

Tuckamine

Bronze Ringheaded pin

Wells

Stone Axe and Spindle-whorl

Williamstown

Large Wooden Receptacle

Woodlands

E92:365

Bronze Palstaves

Co. Carlow

E92:383

Bronze axehead, socketed

Co. Carlow

1941:342

Bronze spearhead

Co. Carlow

Axe Bronze

Co. Carlow

•

Little)
1956:212,213

Socketed Bronze axehead, decorated

Moyle Big
1940: 71, a, b

stone (linen-smoother?)
1970:182/183

2 Upper Stones of Rotary querns·

Moyle Big

1A/93/79

Stone Lamp

Rahill

(for recording)

W. 193

Viking Gold Bracelet

Rathedan

Socketed Knife

Rathmore
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REG. NO.

1939: 25-9

OBJECT

TOWN LAND

1939: 35-7 3 Socketed Bronze
Axeheads;
1939: 28 Flat Copper axehead;

Co. Carlow

Stone Antiquities

of

1939: 29 Bronze axehead, with
flanges and stop-ridge

1936: 3465

Bronze flat axehead

Co. Carlow

1943: 223-4

2 Worked Flints

Carlow or

County Carlow

Kildare

Compiled by William Ellis
1936: 1872

Socketed Bronze axehead

Co. Carlow

W.84a

Two part Stone mould (for

Co. Carlow

Palstave)

"Acquisitions from Co. Carlow in National Museum" - by permission
of the National Museum.

Carlow Militia

On this, and the following three pages is a
selection of photographs of stone
antiquities in County Carlow.
This series is dominated by illustrations
of some of the many ancient Crosses to be
found in the county.
The sepulchral Cross slabs on this page
are of the "double Cross" type.

Kinsale, March 1794.
Dublin, March 14th, 1794.
To be Captains Accounts were said to have been
Thomas Whelan, dated 26th April,
received yesterday at the Castle, of a 1793.
dangerous rising of the lower orders of the
Philip Newton, dated 27th April, 1793.
people a few days ago, near Kinsale, in
John Newton, dated 28th April, 1793.
the County of Cork. The magistrates and To be Lieutenants a party of the Carlow Militia quartered
John Wolseley, dated 26th April, 1793.
there attended for the purpose of dispersJohn Bennett, dated 27th April, 1793.
ing them, but notwithstanding the riot
John Leckey, dated 28th April, 1793.
act had been read, and that orders and
William Astle, dated 29th April, 1793.
entreaties for their immediate dispersion
Abraham Jones, dated 30th April,
had been employed on the part of the 1793.
magistrates, the rioters continued obConstantine Brough, dated 1st May,
stinate, and orders being given to fire, 1793.
four of the deluded wretches were killed To be 'Ensigns on the spot, and several others wounded
William Carter, dated 26th April, 1793.
and taken prisoners.
Ashley Crofton, dated 27th April, 1793.
Anthologia Hibernica 1794.
Joseph Malone, dated 28th April, 1793.
- Haggerty, dated 29th April, 1793.
Commissions signed by the Comman- To be Adjutant dant of the County of Carlow Militia.
John Wolseley, dated 26th April, 1793.
Anthologia Hibernica, 1793.
To be Major Water Kavanagh, dated 26th April, Henry Bruen.had been appointed Colonel
of Carlow Militia.
1793.
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(top, left) Kinneagh Sepulchral Cross
slab.
(left) Straboe Sepulchral Cross slab. "It
is not improbable that it was a memorial
to a Knight Templer". 1
(below) This Sepulchral Cross slab is on
top of Castlemore Moat; it was taken
there, from adjoining field in cl 769.
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Crud11·
inscr ,·d
Cros 11
Harollf·''"wn
grav,,,rd.
Granite Cross head at Tullow,
situated above a well in the old
burial ground (Augustinian Abbey
site). Cross head brought here from
Templeowen. 4

Granite Cross, which was lying flat
on the ground, at the church field 2,
Orchard, Leighlinbridge and was reerected on its base in October 1982.
In 1892 a report stated that the outline of a face could be traced on the
boss. 3

Plai'n Latin granite Cross at
Drumphea. It is situated in a field
besid°e the churchyard of the present
chapel. It was the site of an ancient
churt:h of the same design as the
church ruins at Myshall. 5
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Kil/hogan burial-ground in the
towrrland of Garryhundon is the site
of this granite Celtic Cross. When it
was discovered in 1892 it was
· proposed to have it re-erected. 6 90
years later it is still lying on the
ground!

Ancient
Stone
Crosses

(Below) f ms., base
at the siY· r,/ the
early C1lt1c
monastery r,f Agha,
one of a 1111mher in
the county

Celtic Cross head at Kildreenagh. It
is set into a ditch by the side of a lane
near Newtown. The faint outline of
our Saviour Crucified can just be
seen.

Part of Cross shaft in field near ancient burial-ground at Lorum. This is
one of the ten designated National
M.011uments in County Carlow.

Two. Crosses at Ki/bracken,
Knocklishenbeg. There is a tradition
that <j, person took one of these Crosses to erect over a grave at
Kilranalagh, but it was back at
Ki/bracken the next morning. Mrs.
Fitzmaurice in her article on Stone
Crosses, Carloviana, 1970, stated
that there was only one Cross. Has
the old story been repeated? There
are two Crosses there now, 1982.

This Latin Cross is in the burialground attached to the church ruins
at Killerig. It has been re-used in
modern times, with the initials T.K.
and a Cross inscribed on it. 7

1. J .K.A.S, 1930. P. 83.
2. Carloviana, 1970. Stone Crosses of County
Carlow by Mrs. B. Fitzmaurice.
3. J.R.S.A.I., 1892.
4. J.K.A.S., Vol. VIII. Tullow, Co. Carlow by
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Lord Walter Fitzgerald.
5. Collections of Kildare & Leighlin, by Rev.
M. Comerford. Vol. III, P. 321.
6. J.R.S.A.I., 1892.
7. Carloviana, 1970.

Farming
•

in

Eighteenth
Century
Carlow
Illustrations shown here are pre Christian monuments
to the dead.
(1) Cromlech at Aghade Fox-Covert, The cap-stone is
estimated to weigh 15 tons. 8
(2) Channelled Pillar-Stone at Ardristan.
(3) Pillar-Stone known as "the Clonegall Stone''9 is
situated at Leighlinbridge.
(4) Cloughstuckagh (Standing Stone) is in the
townland of Glinnogue. Tradition has it that it was
thrown there by Finn Mac Cumhail, from Mount
Leinster. The five indents on it are said to be the
marks of his fingers. 10
(5) Ogham Stone at Rathglass. In 1910 the inscription
was deciphered as follows:- "DUNAIDONAS MAQI
.MAR/ANT". 21

10. J.K.A.S., 1933. P. 298.
11. J.R.S.A.I., 1910, P. 349,

8. J.K.A.S., 1933. Parish of Ballon by
Edward O'Toole.
9. J.R.S.A.I., 1905, P. 64.
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THE basis for my statements about
eighteenth century/farming in Carlow is
the letters written by Phil Kennedy,
Farm Steward at Castletown to his boss,
Samuel Faulkner, and sometimes, when
Mr. Faulkner was away, to his nephew,
Mr. Norwood. I also draw some information from the letters of John Donnelly of
Fort Faulkner, and Pat Hackett of Font
Hill, which is now part of the Alexander
farms. In addition I have read a short version of Arthur Young's Tour oflreland in
1776, somewhat before my period, and
also Dr. Louis Cullen's books.
The products mentioned in the letters
are wheat, oats, cattle, and occasionally
sheep, and turf. The other products
which my friends write about are garden
things - potatoes, cabbage, cauliflowers,
apples, pears and tobacco.
Phil Kennedy's letters are weekly
reports which he usually wrote on Sunday. He heads them with a list of the
names of the workers, their wages, and
jobs they were doing. It is notable that
they rarely worked a full six day week
because the weather was so treacherous.
As well, most of them seem to have been
casuals who were hired and fired with the
greatest of ease. This practice with
labour was not unknown as late as the
nineteen fifties.
One of Phil's earliest letters is dated 4
March 1786, in a week when only five
men worked on the place. He says: "I in-

tend to be sowing oats this evening week,
God willing the weather to permit. All
things here are well." In this letter is
reflected the bad weather of the first
week of March - Pat Brophy wor~ed
only 2t days at 8 pence per day, earning
1/8. Pat Murphy made 1/9 working 3t
days at 6 pence per day. Will Murphy,
Thomas Murphy and Bartle Bourke also
made only 1/9 at the 6 penny rate. The 6
pence a day rate was paid to nearly all
but a few workers for almost a century.
Mowers were paid more - 2 shillings
per day during the season. Interestingly
the girls who bound the sheaves at
harvest were paid the man's rate of six
pence per day on the days they worked.
Other snippets from Phil's letters in
1786 are: 25 May - "I came here on
Saturday last and I have got the potatoes
planted."
On 24 July he reported: "I have reaped
some of the here and will cut the rest a
Monday." This early date suggests the
possibility that this "here" was winter
variety. Later, on 13 August, he comments: "I have cut no corn yet, but the
here next the house which has two stacks
on it. There will be wheat, oats and here
to reap this week." He shows eleven men
working.
Of course there was no spring wheat in
Ireland until many years after Phil's
time. Wheat was always sown in October,
and followed a fallowing of a ploughed up
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grass field. They tilled away at it all summer before sowing in October.
On August 20 he reported again; his
wage sheet showed that he had six girls
"binding" on Monday and Wednesday,
when they were paid 6 pence per day. The
fourteen men were "quarrying, ploughing
and reaping."
In this letter he reports the death of a
cow from "the blane." He excuses this
loss by saying there was a lot of it about. I
asked a vet some years ago what on earth
was the blane - and he said it was real
enough; it was an allergic reaction that
cattle can get.
On 24 September he reported that he
was drawing in hay and corn. The corn
would have been brought to the old haggard behind the still existing barn to be
threshed with flails on the slate threshing
floor. There were stone affairs on which to
build the ricks at the door of the
threshing floor which stood there into the
1950's. The hay would have been made
into a rick although some ofit would have
gone into the loft of the stable for horses.
In this letter he added that "the fallow is
ready to sow if I only had the seed." He
was successful with this, as he wrote on
15 October to say: "I have got the last of
the wheat sowed yesterday." I should add
that almost two hundred years later we
got the last of the wheat sowed on 12 October - an improvement of two days in
two centuries.
An interesting point throughout the
letters is the amount of time spent on
reclamation work - putting in shores
which he calls "sewers" - and blasting
stones out of the fields. The stones were
used to make the sides and tops of the
shores and also the buildings that were
going up on the farm. Carlow is largely
glacial drift. The land is full of stones from things the size of your fist to lumps
the size of a Volkswagen. The Director of
the Geological Survey remarked that the
geological maps of Carlow show a continuous process of reclamation, more
than any other county in Ireland. The
Carlow farmer has some cl~im to the
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Dutch saying that "God made the world
but the Dutch made Holland."
Another thing that went on was treeplanting. Kennedy often orders thousands of young trees, as well as thornquicks for hedges. It is not often realized
that the hedge is a recent addition to the
Irish landscape. Earth banks may be a
bit older, but most Irish fences are later
than the Battle of the Boyne, and many
are nineteenth century. John Donnelly in
Wicklow ran nurseries at Fort Falkner
and so did Kennedy to some extent.
A year for which we have a lot of information is 1789. On 11 January Phil
reported: "We had a great fall of snow
last night." On 18 January he reported
that there was snow ten feet to fourteen
feet deep on the road to Kyleballyhue.
This must have been drifting. Even in
1933 snow on the flat was no more than
about two feet deep. We had 1789 style
drifts in 1982 on the road to Kyleballyhue.
A lot of Kennedy's reports reflect
customs that were still usual in the late
1940's and 1950's. He reported on 15
February 1789: "I met Ned Nolan at the
Chapel a Sunday last." He was to see
Nolan about permission to lay a watercourse through his land in Kyleballyhue.
Well into the 1950's it was usual for
Martin Murphy, the Sugar Company
loading agent, to hand out dockets for
beet at Tinryland Chapel after Mass on
Sundays.
I have a theory that there are
reasonable and probable grounds for
believing that Martin Murphy of Ballyloo, the loading agent, was a descendant of Garret Murphy of Linkardstown,
who is constantly referred to by Mr. Kennedy. He seems to have been the parish's
adviser, arbitrator, source of extra horses
and carts, and I would love to get more
information about him. We think he
didn't live in Brendan Dowling's house in
Linkardstown, but either in Michael
Murphy's, where the Dwyers formerly
lived, or perhaps in Linkardstown House,
where the Byrnes lived and which was
demolished when the farm was divided.

His wife's tombstone is in Linkardstown
graveyard, dated 1799.
On 15 March 1789 Mr. Kennedy wrote
to Mr. Faulkner that he was worried that
all his help would disperse to plant their
own potatoes. Well into the nineteen fifties there was a conflict between farm
workers' ambition to harvest their spuds
and employers' ambition to harvest sugar
beet. I know the feeling.
The regular workers had two acre gardens, but unlike the West where the
famine revealed that there was no money
economy, the Carlow workers were paid
in cash as well as in kind. Kennedy often
reports receiving drafts or notes and converting them into gash to pay wages.
On 26 April 1789 he wrote a letter that
gives us a firm price on a cow. He wrote:
"I sold a cow at the fair of Tullow for 5
pounds 5 shillings. She got the bull six
different times and never stood to it." He
also added: "I got a ton of hay from Jerry
Brian of Fonthill at 2 guineas a ton."
On 17 June he reports: "Mr. Eliott got
30 shillings per barrel for his wheat."
Wheat often hit 30 shillings and over. Yet
a cow was only worth 5 guineas. Compare
the situation now where wheat is about
£12 per barrel and a fat cow is worth
about 40 times as much. Horses were
worth more than cows - when Phil
wanted work horses he told the boss that
he would need thirty pounds to buy two
horses in any of the fairs.
On 28 June 1789 he reported bad news.
The little mare had foaled, and the foal
was weak. Phil fed it with milk from the
spout of a teapot but it died. Incidentally, Phil himself rode about on a little
mare called Grania, of which he was very
fond. He went vast distances on farm
business; he mentions going to the fair of
Bennettsbridge. He also took a horse and
cart loaded with garden produce to
Dublin on one occasion, although he
usually sent one of the senior workers.
These carters would stop at Oldtown mill
in County Kildare en route to Dublin
where Mr. Montgomery, a relative of the
Faulkners, lived. There is a tradition that
the carts were made at the Forge in

Castletown, where Donal Murphy lives,
and were sold in Dublin. The carter
presumably rode the horse back.
On July 9, 1789 Phil made a report that
is rather interesting. He wrote: "I have
sold the wheat to Mr. Phelan at Anagh,
he calls it Milford, at 30 shillings a barrel,
to take his bill on James Connolly, factor,
at thirty one days. I sold it on Sunday
last, I believe from what I saw in the newspapers you sent me, it will rise considerably if there is given liberty of exportation. I could wish to know before I
would send any of it, whether you are
pleased with the agreement or not,
though I would be very sorry to retrait
from the bargain I made."
He then goes on to complain about the
broken weather interfering with the hay.
Three days later he says that he is glad
Sam is pleased with the price of the
wheat. He is winnowing about thirty six
barrels, and there are another 24 barrels
still to be threshed. He was like a modern
grain merchant or co-op clearing stores
ahead of the next harvest.
Not from Phil's letters, but from a letter of Hugh Faulkners we learn that after
ploughing the fallows, the ground was
made into lazy beds before broadcasting
the seeds. I saw this still done in the west
in the late 1960's, and it probably still
goes on in Connemara now.
In the lawn below our house you can
still see the trace of lazy beds, although I
was once told they were from beds of cabbage plants.
There's plenty of bad news in Phil's
letters. "I have disagreeable news to tell
you: that one of your horses dropped dead
under an empty car coming from Myshall
a Tuesday last, where they went with
some hay that Mr. Cornwall bought from
Carpenter in Carlow. The bay horse that
I bought in Carlow for three guineas three
years last August for 7 guineas, I cannot
find that any accident happened to him,
but took a stagger in his head, and dropped immediately."
The field names we use are the same
Kennedy used. This is a field behind our
house, about 200 yards away: "I con-
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sidered that the field called Rossmore
was not fit for meadowing, nor neither
would it do so well for black cattle;
therefore I bought 40 brood ewes at 14/6
each, from a Mr. Kinsella, son-in-law to
Owen Coghlan."
On 15 November he reported more
purchases: "I bought at the fair of Carlow
a colt three years old last May for ten
guineas from Andrew Murry, likewise a
filly the same age for nine guineas from
Daniel Kinsella, but when I tried her in
the plough there was no possibility of getting any good of her, so that I was obliged
to return her. So wicked a beast I never
saw." In this letter he reports: "We had a
great fall of snow this morning and still
continues."
On 25 November 1789 Phil wrote to
Mr. Faulkner: "I sent by Larry Mahon
this morning who I expect will be in town
to-morrow evening, a sack with parsnips,
and carrots, a sack of potatoes, a basket
of onions, five geese, two turkeys, I would
have sent more turkeys but did not think
them good enough yet."
Then he gives a list of panes of glass,
hinges, lead, oil and a bladder of white
paint "in return of this car." This may
scotch the legend of the cars being sold in
Dublin.
On 3 January 1790 Phil reports
something new - Ned Nolan has lent
him two plough bullocks to help keep the
ploughs going.
On 12 February 1792, Phil Kennedy
wrote a letter that is worth quoting in
full, or almost:
Honoured Sir:
The whole of this week has been
taken up winnowing, sending the
wheat into Carlow, shaking hay for the
seed, putting wheat into the barn,
ploughing and harrowing. I have sent
to Athy by Mr. Phelan's boat fifty five
barrels of wheat, which was at Athy on
Thursday evening. If I had this stack
threshed I believe I might let the rest
stand, for some time, as I find prices
are getting low, and the barley straw
will answer for the cattle. I am, sir,
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with the greatest respect, your most
obedient and humble servant,
Phil Kennedy.
Now the 55 barrels he speaks of are
almost seven tons of wheat. If that was
the sole cargo the boat must have been
rather small, but of course she may have
carried more cargo. Ruth Heard, in the
book "The Canals of the South of
Ireland," mentions that in 1789 William
Chapman reported to the Irish parliament that the boats using the Barrow
were generally from 20 to 40 tons, but his
new scheme would involve passing boats
of 80 tons. In fact the Barrow never carried loads of greater than 40 tons, so
perhaps she carried other cargo. But Barrow boat men are on record as saying that
at that time they could only carry 18 tons
in summer due to lack of water.
Some farmers still speak of grass seeds
as "hay seeds." This is not because of the
bad habit of cutting hay off a first ley,
but because the seeds were got by, as Phil
says, shaking them out of the hay. It
speaks badly for 18th century haymaking
that the grasses had gone to seed.
A week later, Phil wrote: "However, we
are training two young bullocks, more as I
find that we have insufficient for the
business without their assistance." This
is the second time he mentions bullocks
- he borrowed some from Ned Nolan. It
is interesting that there was an idea that
using bullocks was more up to date than
using horses for heavy work. Yet there
was no tradition of bullocks having been
used on the place when I came here first
in 1932. Not only had they disappeared
but the tradition had gone with them.
On 15 April 1792 Phil wrote: "Monday last being an idle day with me, I
went to Leighlinbridge as I was told
there was 19/- per barrel for barley
there. On trying them all, I could get
no more than 15/6. I came from there to
Carlow, and 16/- is the highest I could
get. The demand for seed barley does
not answer my expectations. I believe I
shall have about 30 barrels fit to spare,
and if you would think it worth doing, I
would put it on board one of the boats

for Dublin. I will not sell any of it until
I hear from you, which I expect will be
on Tuesday. We are getting on well
with the sowing. God willing the
weather holds, we will have the principal part of it done this week. There is
a fair in Tullow on Saturday next, and
if you think well of it to send thirty or
forty guineas perhaps there might be
some cattle got there, as I think your
grass is as forward as other people's.
As it turned out, prices in Tullow were
too high, and Phil didn't buy. However,
he had ideas of buying at the fair of
Carlow. He intended to drive the six
plough bullocks to the fair, and if he
could not sell them for what he considered their value, he would put them
with three more 4 years old bullocks on
the Rossmore to feed. As we know that
the Rossmore is still 16 statute acres, he
reckoned to graze only nine big bullocks
on 16 statute acres - very low by modern
standards.
He also asked for trefoil and white
clover seed to be under sown in the barley
with the hayseeds he had shaken out of
the hay.
In a letter on 13 May he was still
searching for store c~ttle which were too
dear in Myshall, but also complained
about the drought which was affecting
the young barley.
He added: "Terence Byrne was buried
a Wednesday last."
On 24 June he reported that there was
no demand for any commodity at the fair
of Carlow; only wool, which sold from 14/to 16/- per stone.
In July he commented that one reason
the men were all away was that they were
saving their turf, which was a necessity
for them. It is not clear to me where they
went for the turf but it might have been
somewhere in the low ground along the
Fox Covert stream which runs from
Graiguenaspiddogue to Staplestown
where it joins the Burrin. This is not
Phil's only reference to turf.
By late August he was complaining
about having to harvest in broken
weather - having complained about
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drought in the spring. He also reported
that wages had gone to blazes due to a
shortage of men, and casuals were getting
two shillings and two pence per day.He
also reported that there were a lot of cows
with sore udders - obviously a
widespread outbreak of summer mastitis.
Shortly he had good news - he
reported on 9 September that the
weather had been good, wheat was all in
stacks, and the barley was in great order
and a very good crop. He had sent 44 barrels of wheat to Sam's cousin
Montgomery's mill in Oldtown on
Montgomery's cars. The year before he
had used the canal.
That same September he mentions
buying a cow "at the fair of Barrowmount" - probably at that time the village had not been named "Goresbridge."
I must check through our letters for the
names of the fairs, which seemed to have
been innumerable.
[I know Seamus Murphy is doing a bit
of research into fairs in Carlow county.]
In April 1793 Phil was laying out plans
and ideas for his boss and suggested destocking his grass, shutting it up for hay,
and selling it to the barracks, where he
would get his money immediately. I think
the barracks were not the present Sacred
Heart Home but an older barracks
somewhere down near the Barrow - but
I am not sure.
There are constant references in the
letters to hauling lime. Some of it was for
building, but some of it was for the land.
It was put on the fallows intended for
winter wheat. The rate was enormous,
and it went out regardless of the acidity
or alkilinity of the land where it went.
This practice eventually produced bad
results which gave lime a bad name. It
was not until soil testing became
available that lime became respectable
again - this was not just as an Irish failing - it also happened in the UK.
The picture I get ofTrish farming at·
this time is that it was quite a
sophisticated industry. It was even
mechanized. Phil bought a winnowing
machine in Tullow for £5. Later in the

early nineteenth century they had a horse
gear driving a threshing drum, and at the
Green House they had a horse gear for
churning.Other than the worker's two
acre gardens, farms were fairly big.
Faulkner rented 95 Irish acres to one tenant - that is about 142 statute acres.
The farm stewards - Phil Kennedy,
John Donnelly and Pat Hackett were
educated men. They wrote beautifully,
did costings, carried on correspondence.
They were definitely middle-class - and
both Pat Hackett and Phil Kennedy were

executed in 1798. Like the French revolution which preceded it, and the American
revolution still earlier, it was a bourgeois
revolution. Pat Hackett and Phil Kennedy were middle-class; middlemanagement men we would call them
now. Phil not only rode about on a horse
- usually little Grania who had a fine
foal - but he sealed all his letters with
his own signet. When the Faulkners were
annoyed with Phil, or with their clerk
Kearney, they referred to them as Mister
Kennedy, or Mister Kearney.

PATRICK Francis Moran was bom at
Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow on the 16th of
September, 1830. A plaque marks the site
of his birthplace.
Sponsors at his baptism were Rev.
Father James Maher and Margaret Cullen. Father Maher was his grand-uncle,
one of the outstanding priests of his time,
confidante of the great J.K.L. and P.P. of
Carlow-Graigue, during the famine
years. 1
In the course of an address to Cardinal
Moran on the occasion of his last visit to
his native parish in 1902, Father James
Coyle, P.P. of Leighlinbridge had this to
say of Margaret Cullen, who was his aunt
and sister of Cardinal Cullen: "What a
surprise she would receive that day if an
angel whispered to her, you will have a
brother a Cardinal and the child in your
arms will also be a Cardinal". 2
Patrick Moran started his ecclesiastical studies at the Irish College in
Rome in 1842, and by all accounts was an
outstanding student. On two occasions
during his student days he was honoured
by being selected to appear in public at
the College of Propaganda to expound
and defend the teachings of the Church.
Among the principal objectors on the second occasion was Cardinal Joachim
Pecci, afterwards Pope Leo XIII, 3 who
was impressed by the genius of the young
Irishman.
He was ordained on the 19th of March,
1853. After his ordination he stayed on in
the Irish College as a member of the
teaching staff and eventually became
vice-rector in 1856 and was also appointed Professor of Hebrew at the College of Propaganda.
During his years in Rome he made use
of his access to the Vatican Libraries to
study Irish ecclesiastical history and in
1861 he published the first of his many
writings, "Memoir of Oliver Plunkett", 4
to be followed by his "Essays on the
Origin, Doctrine and Discipline of the
Early Irish Church (1864)." 5
Among Dr. Moran's later works were:
"History of the Catholic Archbishops of
Dublin" (1864); "The Three Patrons of

Clogavrona

Cardinal
Patrick

Francis
Moran
Cromlech at Kilgraney known as Clogaurona. The photograph was taken early
in the century, and the gentleman in the picture is Mr. George Grothier.
~ Photo courtesy Mr.
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Ireland" (1905); "The Priests and People
of Ireland" (1905). In 1877 he wrote a
precis of the life of Father James Maher
(his grand-uncle), 6 and in 1882 he edited
the Pastoral Letters of Cardinal Cullen
(his uncle). His most important
Australian work was "History of the
Catholic Church in Australia" (1895).
When his uncle, Dr. Cullen was created
Ireland's first Cardinal in 1866, Dr.
Moran came to Dublin as his private
secretary.
In 1871, Dr. Walsh, Bishop of Ossory
having reached an advanced age, requested the Holy See for a coadjutor. Dr.
Moran was the man selected and he was
consecrated coadjutor-bishop of Ossory
at the Pro-Cathedral, Dublin on the 5th
of March, 1872. The consecrating prelate
was Cardinal Cullen, assisted by Dr.
James Walsh, Bishop of Kildare and
Leighlin and Dr. Furlong, Bishop of
Ferns. On the death of Dr. Walsh of Ossory a few months later, Dr. Moran succeeded to the See of Ossory.
On the occasion of his appointment to
Ossory, he entrusted to the care of the
Dominican Sisters, Cahra, Dublin a relic
of St. Oliver Plunkett. The relic consists
of a portion of an arm-bone, which had
been in the possession of the Archbishops
of Cashel since the time of Archbishop
Brennan, who had been a fellow student
of St. Oliver's. 7
The relic had been given to Dr. Moran
by a Mrs. Archdeacon, who was a relative
and housekeeper to Dr. James Butler, the
last Archbishop of Cashel to possess the
relic. 8
Dr. Moran also had a watch which had
belonged to St Oliver.9 ·
Dr. Moran's long connection with ecclesiastical colleges and his work 88
secretary to Cardinal Cullen gave him an
insight into the educational needs oflrish
Catholics. And during his twelve years 88
ruler of the diocese of Ossory he was
responsible for enlarging the diocesan
college of St. Kieran; he founded convents and established schools and
orphanages and worked unceasingly for
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the educational and material betterment
of the people committed to his care.
He was accepted as spokesman for
Catholics on educational matters 10 and
such was Dr. Moran's knowledge of the
commercial, industrial and economic
conditions in Ireland at that time, that
Gladstone on his one and only visit to
Ireland (1877) visited him at Kilkenny
and discussed many problems affecting
the country. Gladstone also consulted
him before introducing his Land and
Home Rule Bills in the British
Parliament. 11 "He was a believer in Gladstone's possibilities before Gladstone was
aware of them himself" . 12
During Dr. Moran's years in Kilkenny
he maintained his interest in all things
historical and was responsible for the
foundation of the Ossory Archaeological
Society with its headquarters in St.
Kieran's College. The object of the
society was to "preserve and illustrate
the records and traditions of the Irish
Church, and especially the Diocese of Ossory". A college museum was also set
up. 13 Dr. Michael Comerford, P.P.
Monasterevan afterwards Bishop, wrote
articles for the Journal of the Society.
On Holy Thursday, 1874, Father James
Maher, (his grand-uncle), P.P. of
Carlow-Graigue died and his obsequies
were solemnly performed in the
Cathedral of the Assumption, Carlow.
Bishop Moran was the celebrant.14
In 1877, Bishop Moran organised a
mass meeting in the grounds of St.
Kieran's College for the purpose of congratulating Pope Pius IX on his sacerdotal jubilee and to demand from the
government equal educational facilities
with Protestants, for Irish Catholics.
During his address on the education
question to the estimated fifteen thousand people attending, Dr. Moran said:
"We do not seek to deprive our Protestant fellow countrymen, whatever their
denomination may be, of any educational
institutions or endowments to whch they
have a just claim, but we ask to be put on
a footing of equality with them, and we
can be satisfied with nothing else ... " 15

Among the other speakers was Dr. Croke,
the Archbishop of Cashel.
It is the general consensus that when
Bishop Moran left the Diocese of Ouory
for Sydney, his greatest impact had been
in the educational sphere. The Bishops of
Australia mainly Irish born petitioned
the Holy See to send Bishop Moran of
Ossory to Sydney.
On the feast of the Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin, 1884, Dr. Moran received
the brief of the Holy See appointing him
Archbishop of Sydney.
Many tributes were paid to him on his
translation and they are best summed up
by quoting from the Irish Hierarchy's address to him on that occasion:
"The Cardinal, The Primate,
Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland
record their admiring recognition of the
'eminent services' of 'our venerated
colleague in the government of the
Irish Church during so many eventful
years." 16
Bishop Moran was the first prelate ever
to receive such a unique tribute, and the
address found a place among his most
cherished possessions.17
On the 28th of June, 1884 Dr. Moran
left Kilkenny on the start of his journey,
paying a visit to Rome on the way and
finally taking possession of his Cathedral
Church at Sydney on the 8th of
September, 1884.
Pope Leo XIII recalled him to Rome in
June 1885 and raised him to the dignity
of the Sacred College of Cardinals.
Cardinal Moran attributed his elevation not to any merit on his part, but to
the regard and affection which Pope Leo
had for the Catholic Church in Australia.
Nevertheless, at the public consistory the
Holy Father singled out Cardinal Moran
and said: "As to you, son of brave and
holy Ireland, when the people of
Australia see you invested with the insignia of .this high dignity, they will also
see, by means of an instance new to
them, and understand more and more,
how just is our love for them, and how
earnestly we desire that the Christian
religion may flourish in that distant land,

and there gain growth from day to day." 18
The first official act of the new Cardinal was to take part in the consecration
in Rome of Dr. William Walsh,
Archbishop of Dublin.
Cardinal Moran's return to Australia
was made the occasion for a great
national welcome for the new Prince of
the Church.
A flotilla of thirty steamers escorted his
ship into Sydney Harbour, and as he
stepped ashore he was greeted by
Ministers and members of the colonial
parliament, together with members of
public bodies, for the Cardinal was
recognised as a statesman as well as a
great churchman.
The Cardinal now devoted all his
energies to working for the spiritual and
temporal welfare of his adopted
countrymen. One of his first tasks was to
build the College of St. Patrick at Manly,
for training aspirants to the Australian
priesthood. As a result, "he had the happiness and gratification of ordaining the
first native-born Australian priest who
had been trained for his sacred calling in
his native land" .19
As well as the building of colleges and
schools, he also introduced teaching
orders of nuns and brothers to his
archdiocese.
The Brothers of St. Patrick, founded
by Bishop Delany at Tullow, was one of
the Orders which opened schools, their
first at Sydney in January, 1886. The
Brothers came from the Mountrath
house. 20
Cardinal Moran worked unceasingly
to further the building_ work on the
Cathedral of St. Mary's and the main
section was completed during his
lifetime. As was characteristic of the
man, the money gifts which accompanied
the congratulations of the clergy and
laity on the occasion of his Episcopal
Silver Jubilee, were turned over to the
building fund and the fund for diocesan
purposes. 21
Many orphanages, hospitals and
schools were established and it is said
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that one and a half million pounds were
a hundred years your college like Clonexpended on Catholic institutions during
macnoise, Clonard, Lismore and
his term of administration'.
Bangor of old has opened the fountains
While the Cardinal was at all times
of knowledge to Irish youth and shed
vigilant to protect and further Roman
around it the blessings of true ChrisCatholicism in all its aspects, he did not
tian enlightenment . . . Long may the
neglect national causes. He was a
lustre of St. Patrick's College remain
believer in Australian unity and camundimmed and long may the sons of
paigned for federation, and was an unIreland continue to be trained within
successful candidate in the 1897-8 conthese historic walls, that they may go
vention election. The establishment of an
forth hence to prove themselves
Australian army and navy for defensive
zealous missionaries of the faith, to
purposes also had his support.
add lustre to Ireland's fame, and to asHis Eminence also championed unsert the freedom and prosperity of the
popular causes, if in his opinion they had
land of their birth". 2s
justice on their side. The maritime strike
The following abridged account of the
of 1890 was an example where he came
centenary celebrations and the visit of
out on the side of the workers. In recognithe Cardinal gives us an idea of the
tion of the sympathy shown by the Carfestive nature of the historic occasion:
dinal, the men on strike, when walking in
"At the conclusion of the religious
procession to hold a meeting, stopped
ceremonies the visitors and townspeooutside the Cathedral, and gave "three
ple were entertained by the band of the
cheers for our friend the Cardinal". 23
York Street Workman's Club in the
He also welcomed the growth of the
college grounds. The college was
Australian Labour party and worked for
profusely lighted and in the grounds
the humanising of the penal code. The
Chinese lanterns were hung from the
prisoner in his cell felt the influence of his
trees with very beautiful effect. An
large charity and humanity. 24
arch over the college gate, surmounted
While on a visit to Rome in 1888, Carby a cross wrought in gas jets, was
dinal Moran, by an unanimous resolution
deservedly admired. A brilliant display
of Dublin Corporation, was invited to
of fireworks brought the proceedings to
Ireland to receive the freedom of the city.
a close" .26
His Eminence was the fourteenth person,
Cardinal Moran came to Ireland again
and the first ecclesiastic, to have his
name entered on the roll of honour of in 1902 on what was to be his last visit to
his homeland. His Eminence spent three
freemen of the City of Dublin.
On the occasion of this visit, the Car- months in the country and was greeted
dinal availed himself of the opportunity with great enthusiasm wherever he went.
to visit Carlow. He took part in centenary One of his many engagements during the
celebrations to mark the foundation of visit was to deliver the panegyric at the
St. Patrick's College, and the consecra- Month's Mind office for the Archbishop
tion of the new chapel of the Sacred of Cashel, Most Rev. Dr. Croke at the
Cathedral of the Assumption, Thurles on
Heart there.
The President, professors and students Monday, the 25th of August, 1902. 27
His visit to his native county began at
of the college presented him with an address of welcome. The Cardinal in the Carlow Railway station on Thursday, the
course of his reply spoke of the many ties 11th of September where he was greeted
the college had with Australia and went by Bishop Foley, parochial clergy and the
chairman and members of the Urban
on to say:
"I beg to assure you that it gives me Council, together with a large assembly
great pleasure to be associated with of townspeople. After the greeting, the
your joyous centenary celebrations. For Cardinal accompanied the Bishop to
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Braganza where he was the guest of Dr.
Foley for five eventful days.
On the following morning, His
Eminence visited his native parish of
Leighlinbridge, his first stop being at the
parish church where he was baptised,
received First Holy Communion and was
confirmed. He visited the many historic
places of interest that were familiar to
him in his boyhood: the ruined castle
where his two grand-uncles were executed for participation in the '98 Rebellion, St. Lazerian's Cathedral and holy
well. From Leighlinbridge, the Cardinal
went to Ballinkillen church to pray at the
graves of his mother and father in the adjoining cemetery.
Saturday morning saw the Cardinal
journeying to Tullow where he visited the
convent of St. Brigid and St. Patrick's
Monastery to express his gratitude and
appreciation of the work the nuns and
brothers were doing for Catholic education in Sydney.
Cardinal Moran celebrated the community mass for the nuns in the Mercy
Convent, Carlow on Sunday morning. In
this convnet, many of his relatives had
been members of the community, including his aunt, Sister Josephine Cullen.18
After Mass the Cardinal went to St.
Fintan's Church, Ballinabranna to
preside at the consecration of a new high
altar, which is a memorial to the Cullen
family. At the conclusion of the Mass,
Father Coyle, P.P. read an address of
welcome to the Cardinal from the priests
and people of his native parish, during
which he made the reference to his godmother quoted at the beginning of this
article.
Father Coyle also said: "Some time ago
a paragraph appeared in the paper saying
His Eminence was returning to Rome
after a visit to Letterkenny and some people said the Cardinal is not coming after
all. I wrote to His Eminence calling attention to the paragraph in question, and
His Eminence without delaying to write,
dispatched the following message by
telegraph: "I will be with you on the 14th.
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Cardinal Moran'. And so he is with us,
and I can assure His Eminence that any
words of mine are quite inadequate to express our appreciation of his kindness on
this and every other occasion on which
the spiritual or temporal interests of his
native parish were concerned".
His Eminence in the course of his reply
thanked everyone for the sentiments of
friendliness and affection expressed, and
assured them that it was a matter of
sincerest gratitude to him to be associated with the parishioners of his
native district in their joyous celebrations.
Cardinal Moran continued: "There are
many things which the parishioners of
Leighlin may be justly proud of. Ireland
is indeed a fair land rich in its varied
scenery and yet I doubt if any of its more
favoured resorts surpass the enchanting
scenery of your own Clogrennane Hills,
and the undulating banks of the Barrow.
I do not know whether any district can
compare with its historic associations.
For your parochial territory has been in
the past a land of heroes, of sages and of
saints. I need not recall to mind the many
deeds of heroism linked with the name of
Dinn-Righ, the home of the kings of
Leinster ...
". . . Leighlin was already a centre of
religious enlightenment when your first
Bishop, St. Lazerian was appointed to
the See. It was the unique privilege of
your See that its first bishop received the
Holy Order of priesthood at the hands of
St. Gregory the Great ... And when I see
to-day a son of your own district, the consecrating prelate of the memorial altar,
the bishop of this venerable See, the
youngest on the bench of Bishops, and
nevertheless holding a prominent rank
amongst the most learned and zealous
and enlightened of the Irish Episcopate,
and when I see associated with your
celebrations the names of so many other
distinguished sons of your parish, such as
Very Rev. Fr. Delany, S .J. and Rev.
Father Maher, S.J. and Father Carpenter
of the Vincentian Order, a native of Old
Leighlin and a brilliant array of other fer-

vent and devoted missionaries who toil in
the Divine Master's vineyard at home
and abroad, I cannot but feel assured
that the ancient fame of Leighlin is being
.
perpetuated in our own day ... "
At the conclusion of the ceremonies in
Ballinabranna, the Cardinal, the Bishop
and party drove to Leighlinbridge where
the inhabitants had made elaborate
preparations to give their distinguished
townsman a fitting reception. Triumphal
arches spanned the approaches to the
town, flags and evergreens were displayed on every house. The whole population, together with a band greeted the
Cardinal and escorted the carriage to the
residence of the Parish Priest.
His Eminence addressed the crowd
from the steps leading to the hall-door
and thanked them for the splendid
reception they had given him, and in the
course of an eloquent speech assured them
that as long as life remained he would
never forget Leighlin or its people. His
Eminence concluded by imparting his
blessing to the congregation and at nightfall left the town for Carlow.
As he drove from Father Coyle's house
he was loudly cheered by the people. The
town was brilliantly illuminated for the
occasion, every house being lighted up.
Chinese lanterns were suspended across
the streets which gave a fairytale aspect
to the scene. Before leaving
Leighlinbridge the Cardinal gave £20 to
Father Coyle, £15 of it to provide a fete
for the schoolchildren and £5 for the
band.
On Monday morning, Cardinal Moran
visited St. Patrick's College, Carlow and
was given an enthusiastic welcome by the
President, professors and students. The
students presented him with an addreu
of welcome and a sixteenth century altar
stone.
In thanking them for the warmth of
their reception, the Cardinal said there
were a number of reasons why he had a
reverence and a fond and filial affection
for "this grand old college". He was
linked with it in the distant past as the
college of his native diocese and at pre48

sent he was associated with it because of
what it had done in the missionary field
of his adopted country, Australia. The
first priest of that country was raised to
Sacred Orders within "these hallowed
walls" (Rev. James Therry) and since
then Carlow College had been sending
zealous priests to Australia every year.
His Eminence, accompanied by M08t
Rev. Dr. Foley, went to the Town Hall
where he was presented with an addre!!tl
of welcome from the Urban Council on
behalf of the people of Carlow.
Cardinal Moran finally left Carlow by
train on Monday, the 15th of September,
1902 and was given a rousing send-off by
the Bishop, priests and people of the
chief town of his native county.
On Saturday, October the 4th the Cardinal sailed from Dublin on the start of
his journey back to Australia.
Stopping off at Rome to transact some
ecclesiastical business, Cardinal Moran
was offered the important office of Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda Fide, which
was vacant, but he declined wishing to
return to Sydney to continue his work
there during his remaining years. He
finally got back to Sydney at the beginning of December.
During all his years in Australia, Cardinal Moran never forgot his native land.
He encouraged the annual celebration of
St. Patrick's Day to "perpetuate and
foster the best traits and traditions of the
Celtic race amongst its southern descendants" .29
Cardinal Moran was a supporter of
Home Rule for Ireland, and it was at his
last St. Patrick's Day celebrations (1910)
that he sent a message of encouragement
to the Irish Party on ·behalf of the Gaels
assembled in Sydney.
In 1903, the Cardinal took part in the
Conclave which elected St. Pius X u
Pope. 3o
The Cardinal's work for the church in
his archdiocese, included the building of
many schools, hospitals and orphanages.
He also established a second seminary to
train priests for missionary work in the
island$ of the Pacific. He consecrated 14

bishops, ordained nearly 500 priests and
dedicated more than 500 churches. 9
cathedrals were either consecrated or
dedicated by him, one of which was in
Auckland, New Zealand.
Cardinal Patrick Francis Moran died
peacefully in his sleep on Wednesday, the
16th August, 1911 and was laid to rest in
St. Mary's Cathedral.
His death was unexpected, as he was
about his usual duties the previous day.
His last public engagement was on the
preceding Sunday when he blessed and
laid the foundation for a new presbytery
and his sermon was on the sanctity of
marriage and the evils of divorce.
The news of the· Cardinal's death was
received with deep regret throughout

Australia by all classes and creeds and
many were the tributes paid to his
memory by statesmen, bishops, trade unionists and leaders of Irish organisations
in the country.
This final tribute to Cardinal Moran is
a quotation from the "Nationalist and
Leinster Times" obituary:
"His record is an inspiring one, the
memory of which will not soon pass
away. It will be a link binding the
cradle of the race to one of the most
progressive of the daughter nations and
preserving in the most remote domain
of the Irish world the traditions of
religion, learning and patriotism that
makes the cement of Irish
Nationality". 31
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The illuminated address presented to Cardinal Moran by the Bishops of
Ireland, on the occasion of his translation to Sydney, is now on display in
the County Carlow Museum. It was presented to the museum by the
Archivist, St. Mary's Cathedral, Sydney.
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Letter from the Chairman
Pollerton Little,
Carlow.
October, 1982.
Dear Reader,
I hope that after reading and studying this letter, more people will become interested in the history and heritage of the County.
Most people think of history as being something that happened in the distant
past.
This is not the case.
Each one of us has attended community functions such as sports, football and
hurling matches. We have helped to found local societies, or branches of national
organisations. Many of us have used tools and methods in our trade and profession,
which are now obsolete. Others have changed the landscape by building houses,
factories, roads and schools.
These are the events, which with happenings of more distant times, that we are
local history.
We see from this that history is not just a record of events of the past, but it is being formed continuously.
To achieve maximum results, local history requires constant recording, and a
very local knowledge.
Recently the Committee of the Old Carlow Society agreed to the setting up of a
section to be known as Duachas. This section is to organise an interest in, and the
recording of all aspects of the heritage of the County.
To help to make people aware of their local heritage and history, I have prepared
a number of slides, dealing with an area near Carlow town.
I chose this area, firstly because I live there, and secondly because this district
has had very few mentions in history. However, by using various resources, a very
interesting story emerges, which proves that every area has its own history.
I would be pleased to have the names of people or organisations, who wish to
either assist in the work of recording our heritage, or who wish to have a showing of
my slides of the Painstown, Urglen and Bennekerry area.

-
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Yours,
Seamus Murphy,
Chairman,
Old Carlow Society.

Jimmy Doyle, Kevin Kennedy and Jimmy Moran cleaning
site around Aghade Cromlech.

uBack to the Stone Age,,!
A number of enthusiasts availed of the fine evenings, we were blessed with this
Summer, to inspect places of antiquity in County Carlow. This is a brief report of
some of the sites visited.
Aghade Cromlech, was found to be completely covered in overgrowth. So with permission it was cleaned and some trees growing around it were cut, so that their
future grou;th would not damage the Cromlech.
Kilgraney Cromlech; it was also cleaned and a tree growing beside it cut down with
the permission of the landowner.
Ballynasilloge Cromlech; some ivy and overgrowth was found to be encroaching on
this Cromlech too, and was cleared.
Killhogan Cross which is in three pieces, and lying flat on ground. An effort is to be
made to have it repaired.
Sepulchral Slabs at Straboe and Kinneagh; coverings of moss, particularly at
Straboe, were removed.
Kildreenagh Cross, hedge was found to be encroaching and was trimmed back.
Other sites visited:- Ancient Crosses at Kilbrackan, Killerig, Rathvilly, Lorum
(Cross shaft), Orchard where the Cross was re-erected on its base (See Page 32),
Nurney, Drumphea.
Standing Stones at Rathglass (Ogham), Ardristan, Carrigslaney, Ballynoe, Glinnogue and Leighlinbridge.
Decorated Stone at Rathgeran. Monastery Church at Agha. Castle ruin at
Rathnageera.
Those involved in visiting the above sites would like to place on record their appreciation for the help given to them by the landowners in locating some of the
sites.
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Rathnageera Castle

The Rev. Samuel
Haughton
...__ _ _ N. D. McMillan Ph.D. B.Sc. _ _ _...,.
paper earlier in this decade, on the muscles of men and some of the smaller
monkeys. These papers, largely formed
the basis for his major book, Principles of
Animal Mechanics 41 , but he did of course
THE THIRD PERIOD; MEDICAL write other articles on this topic. The
Principles was first published in 1873 and
AND ZOOLOGICAL RESEARCHES
was a scientific thorough going assault on
HAUGHTON'S life has been divided the theory of evolution. Haughton
nominally into three phases in these laboured for ten years on this work, and
articles, although these phases would per- during this time it was his daily practice
haps better be termed waves, because they to spend two hours in the dissecting room
pass one over the other and merge and in his experimental study of the comflow together, rather than exist as parative anatomy of the muscular system
separated entities. His mathematical re- of vertebrates. He wrote in the preface
search however does appear to have been
"I have met with numerous instances
fairly comprehensively subsumed into his
in the muscular mechanisms of
other work by 1860, but his geological
vertebrate animals of the application
researches continued as an independent
of least action in Nature; by which I
element of study right up until his death
mean that the work done is effected
and paralleled his medical and zoological
by means of the existing arrangement
work during this third period. These two
of the muscles, bones and joints with
facets of study certainly interpenetrate,
less expenditure of force than would
but both maintained an independent life.
be possible under any other arrangeHis educational work continued
ment; so that any alteration would be
throughout his entire working life and
a positive disadvantage to the
was not effected by his researches, except
animal" 38 •
that of course he was concerned with dif- He was here applying mathematics to the
ferent subject matter.
structure and mode of working of
The third period of Haughton's life muscular systems in vertebrates. His
was largely taken up with medical thesis was that his "Principle of Least
and zoological studies, and with Action", which was a name taken by him
geological researches, many of which in from the well-known principle in
these later years dealt with fossils. Most dynamics and physics of Pierre Louis
of this work had a direct bearing on the Moreaude Maupertius 39 , acted in nature
dispute over the theory of evolution. His to prevent any mutation of a species,
greatest contribution in this respect, was because like the physical principle this
his series of twenty papers on animal returned a system to its equilibrium or
mechanics, which appeared in the Royal static position of minimum energy. He
Irish Academy Proceeding between 1864 proved that these muscles systems were
and 1866, but began with an isolated optimized, in such a way as to keep the

In Carloviana No. 28 the early part of
Haughton 's career was sketched.
Carloviana No. 29 dealt with his work as
a geologist and as an educationalist.

Ballyloo Castle

Victor Hadden in his article on the Kavanagh Kings 1 names thirteen castles
in County Carlow that were occupied by the Kavanaghs at one time or
another. Above are pictured the ruins of two of them today.
(1) Carloviana 1968; 'The Kavanagh Kings' by
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W. V. Hadden.
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expenditure of energy to a desired
minimum, although he did allow that
other factors would here be of influence,
such as beauty of form. In this book he
also reported very important experimental studies on muscle fatigue and
developed a "Law of Fatigue". However,
his main motivation in writing this book
was to marshall scientific arguments and
facts, against what he referred to as "the
unproved hypothesis" of the descent of
living organisms from "a common
ancestor". His theory of "Least Action" 4 o
demanded immutable species according
to his interpretation of the facts, but in
fact while he had demonstrated an important physiological law, he failed in his
objective, which was to prove that evolution could not occur because of the constraints of this law. He sent a copy of this
book to Darwin, who worte thanking him
and acknowledging the very high quality
of his researches, but said "I grieve that
our theoretical views about the organic
world differ so widely." He was surprisingly able according to one account,
to maintain a valuable scientific
friendship with Tyndall and Huxley 41 ,
who virulently opposed all teleologies including of course that of Haughton's.
Perhaps this "friendship" was actually
professional cordiality, and it would certainly be interesting to know who at
Trinity College organised the protest
against the 1886 award of a honorary
LL.D. to Tyndall!
SOLAR RADIATION
The other works which were important
in the context of this monumental
evolutionary struggle, were his studies on
sun heat and on the earth moon system.
His work on solar radiation very much
runs in direct opposition to the studies of
Tyndall on behalf of the theory of evolution. Haughton's researches on radiation
were specifically undertaken in connection with the geological question as to the
age of the earth, the causes of glacial

epoch and of geological climates. He used
very laborious calculations to assess the
effects produced on terrestrial climates
by changes in the distribution of land, by
alteration in the temperature of the sun
and by the quality of carbonic acid and
aqueous vapour in the air. He wrote at
least eight papers on this topic, but
perhaps of greatest interest for our own
time, when the energy crisis is of such
concern to the population and solar panels are being fitted to homes, was his
paper to The Irish Builder4 3 • He also
made comments on "George H. Darwin's
theory of evolution of the earth moon
system, considered as to its bearing on
the question of the duration of geological
time", in Salem in 1882.
MEDICAL EDUCATION
Haughton in the same year, 1862, as he
graduated with his M.B., was plunged
into the reorganisation and reform of
Medical Education in Trinity College.
Trinity took the unprecedented step of
appointing Haughton, their professor of
geology, as registrar of the Medical
School. This was the response of the university to the parliamentary Medical Act
of 1858 which established the General
Medical Council (G.M.C.) of Medical
Education and Registration. Haughton's
job was to clear up the hap-hazard arrangements for medical education of students who took their degree conferred by
Trinity. These students, could attend
any one of the private Dublin medical
schools, the Royal College of Surgeons or
the medical school in Trinity itself. The
new statutory obligations relating to
medical education required reforms and
Haughton's first action in his new
capacity was to establish a committee of
Trinity professors of which Dr William
Stokes, the regius professor of physics
was chairman. Unfortunately, this committee apparently were hostile to the
Registrar, probably because of his insistence that professors and lecturers
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more likely that Haughton's appointment as registrar and subsequent election
to be a governor of the college teaching
hospital at Sir Patrick Dun's was part of
a greater policy of reform which stemmed
from the hand of the Rev. Humphrey
Lloyd, who was Vice-Provost from 1862
and Provost from 1867. Haughton's close
collaboration with Lloyd cannot be
doubted, because it was with him that he
organised the School of Engineering, at
Trinity College. It could only have been
under such influential patronage that
Haughton could have effected all his innovations in the university. In 1864
Haughton for example, obtained agreement between the Royal College of Physicians and with Trinity to equip a section
of Dun's for surgical cases, while in 1867
he was instrumental in having a clause
inserted in the School of Physic Amendment Act which authorised the governors
to provide maternity and gynaecological
services and then much to the chagrin of
hospital consultants he put a stop to the
practice of "pluralism", which made it
impossible for physicians and surgeons to
hold posts at more than one hospital.
Haughton's greatest organisational
triumph must have been his efforts to
combat the 1866 cholera epidemic in
Dublin. The inadequate nursing facilities
had rapidly broken down under the
weight of admissions and illness amongst
the nursing staff themselves, but
Haughton supplemented the ever increasing core of trained nurses by
drafting in volunteers from the student
body, and led by example, taking on his
share of nursing duties with the rest. This
experience led him to found two medals
in Dun's Hospital in 1894, provision for
SIR PATRICK DUN'S
which was made in his will in 1897, in
perpetuity, for the encouragement of
Haughton's striking success as clinical work and to raise the status of
registrar has been ascribed to the fact bedside work.
that as a Fellow of Trinity he was able to
Haughton's main contribution to
arouse the interest and solicit the help of
other Fellows. Although, Fellows were Medicine was therefore organisational,
very powerful in determining the course but he had a very important influence in
of events in the college, it would seem Medical education in two other respects.

were to kPep records of attendance at
classes, work to a definite curriculum and
should adopt a system which was similar
to those established in Prussia, which he
considered to be the best model at the
time because here he believed medical
education was better organised than in
any other country. In due course however,
working relationship was established
between the professors and their
erstwhile student, but now their
"watchdog." A qualification in state
medicine was established, the first in any
medical school and the first series of
G.M.C. inspections of examinations were
negotiated. Haughton thereby had the
satisfaction of seeing badly needed
reforms pushed through in the university,
which obviated the deplorable situation
he had personally witnessed during his
own studies of medicine. The professors
continued to crib about the Registrar,
and in the minutes of the board there is
some evidence to the obvious friction
which existed between the two parties.
Haughton's yearly reports during his last
ten years as registrar, must have surely
been unwelcome to many in the Medical
Faculty, because they clearly indicated
the number of lectures and other
teaching sessions actually taken by students, against those required by the college, which highlight the discrepancies
between these figures. This information
led to the censure of the professor of
anatomy and chirurgery and university
anatomy, Dr. Benjamin McDowel, who
eventually in 1869- after a long dispute,
was relieved of his appointment.
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Firstly, he was exceedingly modern in his
emphasis on experimental medicine and
in his interest in the pharmaceutical
aspects of the science. Secondly, his insistence on proper medical education and
the raising of professional standards in
medicine, demonstrated in practice at Sir
Patrick Dun's that this was essential, if
the populace were to gain confidence in
the profession. This Hospital, in a centre
of proletarian population, thereby did
overcome the suspicion of the poor who
had adamantly refused to be admitted
before Haughton's time. His view on the
entrance examinations to the profession
were also very significant and in particular his emphasis on mathematics as a
necessary preparatory mental training.

and skull and so damage the medulla
oblongata to cause instantaneous death
and thus to avoid the then usual practice
of strangulation of the unfortunate felon.
Haughton's method of calculating the
drop by dividing the weight of the
'criminal' in pounds into 224 0 was certainly widely known throughout the
world and this has unquestionably made
the Carlowman notorious and has distorted an appreciation of his other very
impressive anatomical studies. A critique
of Haughton cannot be done without prejudice from the vantage point of our own
time, unless a real appreciation of the
"harshness" of Victorian times and
views, put his work in hanging in particular, in some proper historical perspective. One objective of this article is indeed to provide the basis for a thorough
going critique of the work of Haughton
and to avoid this unhistorical tendency to
judge from the modern standpoint all
historical developments.

HUMANE EXECUTION OF
CRIMINALS
Despite all the conflict that he
engendered by his reforming
Registrarship in the college, it was apparently with real regret that his resignation was received in 1878, together with
his recommendation to set up a special
committee of four professors in the
medical school, with a chairman appointed by the board to direct the policy
of the school. Haughton became the first
chairman of this Medical Schools Committee and was also appointed as the
University's Representative on the
G.M.C. He did continue to labour
patiently for four and thirty years on
behalf of Dun's Hospital and in that time
rarely missed a Board meeting and he
also continued as Chairman of the
Medical Schools Committee until his
death in 1897. In trying to assess
Haughton's medical contributions the
author has consciously ignored up until
this point, his suggestion in 1866 of a
humane method of execution of criminals
by hanging. Certainly the Haughton formulae was widely applied for calculating
the drop necessary to dislocate the joints
at the junction of the vertebral column

ROY AL ZOOLOGICAL
SOCIETY
The medical interests of Haughton are
very nicely complemented by his
zoological interests. He had a passionate
fondness for animals and was never seen
in Dublin without his dog. It was
in 1860 that he was elected to the
Royal Zoological Society of Dublin's
Council, who were at this time in severe
financial straits. Haughton liked to
recount the story from these difficult
times of how he offered deposit a lion in a
bank by way of callateral. He was in fact
in 1864 to become the secretary and
helped to get the members of the Council
to advance £ 12 each one year later to
satisfy the Bank. He introduced
economies, horse flesh for the carnivora
instead of beef being the most saving. He
attempted rather unsuccessfully to
stimulate public interest by organising
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zoological lectures and meetings, given
economically by Fellows and professors of
Trinity College, 'promenades' which were
popular in Victorian times and dog
shows. Success eventually came when he
secured a government subscription of
£500 per annum and the lions began a
notable period of fertility, which aroused
unprecedented public interest in the zoo.
In any event, with Haughton's stringent
economies and new financial security the
gardens were improved, new land was acquired, a perimeter fence erected along
with better housing for the carnivora and
herbivora and a new monkey house, while
accommodation was provided for two
elephants. Haughton's greatest pleasure
was apparently the Saturday morning
breakfasts at the zoo at 9.00 a.m. for
members of the council before the 9.30
council meeting at which porridge was
taken standing. Haughton's death led to
the launching of a public subscription
which enabled the zoo to build Haughton
House. The existence of the Dublin zoo is
today sufficient proof as to the lasting
contribution this Carlowman has made
to the cultural life of the capital and this
is his living monument.
CHEMISTRY
Haughton turned quite inexplicably to
late in his life to important theoretical
researches between 1887 and 1893.
Chemistry had made enormous strides in
the 19th century and had erected itself
as a true science on the foundations of
alchemy. Despite the acceptance of
Dalton's atomic theory and Mendelejeffs
periodic table by 19th century chemists
they felt their science lacked a real
theoretical foundation. Sharlin43 explains
this brilliantly in his informative chapter
on Dynamical chemistry
"Another hope of chemists was that
one day they would be able to est ab l is h General Principles.
Presumably a Newton would do for

chemistry what the Newton had done
for physics: produce universal laws. A
historian of chemistry, Hermann
Kopp, wrote in 1873: "No theory has
yet been formed in chemistry which,
starting from a definite principle, attempt to deduce results of experience
as necessary consequences."
It was to this task Haughton addressed
himself. A remarkable series of papers to
explain the Mendelejeff Periodic Table of
chemical elements 44 attempted to explain the properties of binary, tertiary,
quaternary and quinary compounds in
terms of a mechanical Newtonian
Model 45 for these elements. In all
probability his interest in atomic and
molecular theories stemmed from his
relationship with Stoney, who introduced
the word electron 46 and proposed an
"energy" model of the atom. It would appear with hindsight that Haughton's
work on Newtonian chemistry was an excellent forerunner of the later very successful Bohr model of the atom model,
while Stoney's work foreshadowed the far
more significant methods of quantum
mechanics which are today the basis for a
treatment of atomic science. Haughton's
attempts to do for chemistry what
Newton had done for physics was not an
arrogant overestimation of his own
abilities, because mathematically he was
more than capable of handling the
mathematics of the later Bohr model and
quantum chemistry. He was unfortunately unsuccessful but his ideas here were ingenious, stimulating and well worked
out, and were a real contribution to this
advancing science.
Haughton, quite in character, took up
late and abruptly another piece of
research late in his career. He rekindled
his old first research interest in fluid
mechanics and he wrote a major paper
with the chemistry Professor J. Emerson
Reynold e,[ Trinity College. This work
was on the engineering problem of the
fluid drag of air and water at low
velocities 47 and shows his appreciation of
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the practical importance of this engineering problem. This paper was also an appropriate way to round off his research
career, because it returned to his first interest in fluids. This area of science in
Haughton's lifetime had grown into the
science of fluid mechanics, and his contributions to this science had been quite
significant, with his theoretical work on
fluid equilibrium, his studies of tides and
finally this treatment of an engineering
problem.
CONCLUDING REMARKS
In his lifetime Haughton was widely
honoured and received a D.C.L. from Oxford in 1868, an LL.D from Cambridge in
1880, an LL.D from Edinburgh in 1884,
and an M.D. from the University of
Bologna in 1888, all "honiris causa". His
greatest and most deserved honour
however, was his election to Senior Fellow of Trinity College in 1881. His
lifelong devotion to the Royal Zoological
Society was rewarded by his election as
President for five years in 1885, while the
Royal Irish Academy likewise honoured
him in 1891 with its presidency. His major academic honour however was certainly his election to Fellow of the Royal
Society in London 1858. The real testament of this Victorian "polymath", as
Jessop appropriately christened him, is
in the living practice and facilities of
Trinity College, Dun's Hospital and
Dublin Zoo, to which he contributed so
handsomely.
Academically, his opposition to the
theory of evolution has unquestionably
led to the neglect of his admirable scientific work. Paradoxically, today with the
establishment of the importance of the
evolution theory, a better appreciation of
his work can follow. His work is clearly
innovative and of the first order of importance in the field of 'measurement' in
medicine and is very significant in all his
other fields of research. Numerous facets
of research, first touched on by
56

Haughton, have today become major
fields of research in themselves, and with
the inevitable growth in scientific study
and consequently appreciation of
Haughton's work, this man will surely in
due course receive the recognition he
deserves.
In the social context of the 20th century, Haughton's religious views and
most of his social outlooks are an
anachronism, but his participations in
Irish and Dublin Society are historically
so significant that these can never
become an anachronism. He lives today
through the repercussions and consequences of his works on today's society,
and it is this which today make him of
such importance. On a parochial level, he
is of course very important to Carlow,
because he like Tyndall represents a lost
heritage, and his scientific devotion serve
as a wonderful model for all aspiring
young technicians, scientists, engineers
and medics in Carlow, even if his views
on many aspects of science have today
become a curiosity of interest only to
historians of science. His memoirs which
number nearly 190, and range over such
an impressive spread of topics, testify to
his worth and versatility and mark him
as a man of enormous energy and zest
for life. He died quietly at the age of 76 at
his home at 12 Northbrook Road, Dublin,
on 31 October 1897, apparently simply
worn out from his lifetime of arduous activity.
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A famous Carlow family of Irish Pipers
(ContinuedfromP. 9)
No one in Co. Carlow seems to have
had a good opinion of Thomas, (3rd son of
old Jimmy) as a musician. He lived in a
cabin in Muine Bheag. He was a frequent
visitor to Ballyloughan and used
sometimes to stay in houses there for
weeks at a time. He was a deeply
religious man. Unfortunately he sank
into poverty and died in Thomastown
workhouse, about 1890.
Certain tunes are still known to
traditional musicians in Carlow and
Wexford as Byrne's tunes and some of
them are unpublished.
(The notes on which this article is
based were collected almost fifty years
ago).

piper the late Leo Rowsome. James
Byrne died about 1867.
John Byrne, the second son of Jimmy,
was also a great piper. He travelled about
more than his brother and so he is better
remembered by the old people of the
County Carlow. Eighty four years old
Owen Hayden of Augha remembered
Johnny Byrne well. He recalled him as a
fine handsome man, who used to wear a
tall hat, top boots and a swallow-tail
coat. Owen Hayden himself was an expert flute player.
Johnny Byrne went to America in 1860.
Patk. Doyle of Shangarry a returned exile
met Johnny Byrne in Chicago and heard
him play there.
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THOMAS F. KEHOE
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TULLOW STREET. PHONE 31674
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CORCORAN & CO. LTD.

IRISH LINEN. KNITWEAR, RUGS, SUITS, SKIRTS
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TULLOW ST., CARLOW. Phone 31257

WISH CONTINUED SUCCESS TO "CARLOVIANA" FROM
THE STAFF & PUPILS
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Proceeds in aid of Parish Funds

HIGH-CLASS FRUIT, SWEETS, CIGARETTES & BOOKS'
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GOVERNEY SQUARE, CARLOW. Phone 31341

O'BRIEN TRAVEL LTD.

HERRIOT BOOKS

DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW
Telephone: 0503-42509; Telex: 33728 RHC El

GERALD HOSEY

HAD DENS

RETAIL STORES & WHOLESALE FRUIT MERCHANT
STAPLESTOWN RD., CARLOW

CARLOW'S LEADING DEPARTMENT STORE
TULLOW ST., CARLOW

HIGH ST., BAGENALSTOWN
BOOKS, STATIONERY AND GREETING CARDS

SPECIALISTS IN
AIR AND SEA TRAVEL
Phone No. 31171

R. HEALY & SON

E. HAUGHNEY & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
POLLERTON CASTLE & COLLEGE ST.

COAL, TURF, BRIQUETTES
POLLERTON RD., CARLOW. Phone 31367

31288

Phone

31868

THE IRISHMAN'S

BOSCO'S

(Prop: J, J, Hardagen)
COURT PLACE, CARLOW

132 TULLOW ST., CARLOW (Ph. 31093)
Quality Meat, Fish and Poultry
We are the specialists. Don't settle for less I

WlntJs and Spirits
HIGH-CLASS LOUNGES AND BARS

HENNESSY'S MUSIC CENTRE
JACK McDONALD

KELLISTOWN POULTRY FARM EGGS

NEW & USED TRACTORS
CROSSNEEN, CARLOW. Phone 31455

KELLISTOWN, CO. CARLOW. Phone 46646

ALLIED IRISH BANK
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DAN MORRISSEY LTD.
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JAMES JONES LTD.

Cell end see our full range of Security Locks and Flttlgns at
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30 TULLOW STREET
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HAWK SECURITY LTD.
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