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ROYAL HOTEL, CARLOW 
AKU Kl DRY CLEANERS 

BURRIN ST. & TULLOW ST., CARLOW. Phone 31935. 
SPONGING & PRESSING WHILE YOU WAIT, HAND FINISHED SERVICE 

A PERSONAL HOTEL OF QUALITY Open 8.30 to 6.00 including lunch hour. 4 Hour Service incl. Saturday 
Laundrette, Kennedy St. 

BRADBURYS 1.~41. ENGAGEMENT AND 
WEDDING RINGS 

BAKERY, CONFECTIONERY, SELF-SERVICE RESTAURANT MADE TO YOUR DESIGN 

TULLOW ST., CARLOW & ATHY Large discount on 
J E WELL ER S of Carlow gifts for export 

CIGAR DIVAN TULLY'S TRAVEL AGENCY 
NEWSAGENT, CONFECTIONER, TOBACCONIST, etc. 

DUBLIN ST., CARLOW TULLOW ST., CARLOW. Phone 31257 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS TO A MUSICAL EVENING 

GACH RATH AR CARLOVIANA IN CARLOW'S UNIQUE MUSIC LOUNGE EACH 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. Phone No. 27159 

NA BRAITHRE CRiOSTAi, CEATHARLACH SMYTHS of NEWTOWN BUNSCOIL AGUS MEANSCOIL 
SINCE 1815 

DEERPARK SERVICE STATION MICHAEL DOYLE 
TYRE SERVICE & ACCESSORIES BUILDERS PROVIDERS, GENERAL HARDWARE 

DUBLIN ROAD, CARLOW. PHONE 31414 "THE SHAMROCK", 71 TULLOW ST., CARLOW 
Phone 31847 

THOMAS F. KEHOE SEVEN OAKS HOTEL Specialist Livestock Auctioneer and Valuer, Farm Sales and Lettings, 
Property and Estate Agent. DINNER DANCES * WEDDING RECEPTIONS* PRIVATE 

Agent for the Irish Civil Service Building Society. PARTIES * CONFERENCES * LUXURY LOUNGE 

57 DUBLIN ST., CARLOW. Telephone 0503/31678, 31963 ATHY RD., CARLOW 

EILIS AVONMORE CREAMERIES LTD. Greeting Cards, Stationery, Chocolates, 
Whipped Ice Cream and Fancy Goods GRAIGUECULLEN, CARLOW. Phone 31639 

138 TULLOW STREET 

DUNNY'S MICHAEL WHITE, M.P.S.I. 
BAKERY & CONFECTIONERY VETERINARY & DISPENSING CHEMIST 

CASTLE ST., CARLOW. Phone 31151 
PHOTOGRAPHIC & TOILET GOODS 

39 TULLOW ST., CARLOW. Phone 31229 

CARLOW SCHOOL OF MOTORING LTD. A. O'BRIEN 
(VAL SLATER) * EXPERT TUITION WATCHMAKER & JEWELLER 

39 SYCAMORE ROAD. Phone 31991 28-29 TULLOW ST., CARLOW. Phone 31911 

A. E. COLEMAN ST. LEO'S SECONDARY SCHOOL 
MOTOR & CYCLE DEALERS 

19 DUBLIN ST., CARLOW. Phone 0503/31273 CONVENT OF MERCY, CARLOW 

CARPENTER BROS. J. A. O'NEILL & SONS 
LUXURY LOUNGE, BAR, FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS WHOLESALE FRUIT MERCHANTS 

BARRACK ST., CARLOW 12 CASTLE ST., CARLOW. Phone 31256 

DARRERS STORES "FIN EGANS!' 
Better Value in Drapery and Grocery, Today and Everyday LOUNGE BAR 

142 TULLOW ST., CARLOW. Phone 31387 TULLOW ST. & POTATO MARKET, CARLOW 
DAILY DELIVERIES 

CORCORAN (CARLOW) LTD. L & N SUPERSTORE 
MINERAL WATER MANUFACTURERS FOR 150 YEARS EASY PARKING * EASY SHOPPING * FANTASTIC PRICES 

CARLOW TULLOW ST., CARLOW. Phone 31263 

PRESENTATION COLLEGE, CARLOW KELLISTOWN CHICKENS 
WISH CONTINUED SUCCESS TO "CARLOVIANA" PEMBROKE, CARLOW 

FROM THE STAFF AND STUDENTS Phone: 31612, 31 206, 42262 

SWANS ELECTRICAL, T.V. & VIDEO HOSEYS 
KENNEDY ST., CARLOW RETAIL STORES & WHOLESALE FRUIT MERCHANT 

Carlow's largest Electrical Dealer STAPLESTOWN ROAD, CARLOW 
r Established 1947 

JOHN J. TRAYNOR & CO. LEIX DAIRY 
M.I.A.V.I., M.I.R.E.E. MILK, CREAM, EGGS, BUTIER AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS & ESTATE AGENTS, INSURANCE BROKERS 

District Office: First National Building Society. Director: W. E. Byrne * DELIVERED FRESH DAILY * 

COLLEGE ST., CARLOW. Phone (0503) 31712 CASTLE ST., CARLOW. Phone 311 23 
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Now and then 
CENTENARIES are in the air: always and ever. This year is Cork's "800", 

last year we had Galway: reminders that the past is always with us and 
indicating that conservation and preservation are prime values that keep 
the thread of continuity intact. Would St. Finbarr recognise his foundation 
as it now exists? I'm sure he'd be proud of the stalwart sons it produced: 
none greater than its heroic Lord Mayors Mac Suibhne and Mac Curtain, 
who brought lustre and glory to their home. Poets, writers, singers, 
historians all came from the Lee-side and placed themselves and their city 
in the forefront; as indeed did the sportsmen and soldiers. May the future 
centuries give them honour and glory, and preserve their traditions for 
the coming generations. 

Time marches on through the centuries: yet each new day, each new year, 
each new century brings with it a fresh crop of youth, which must make its 
own mark, its own sign and march out to be the adults of the ensuing 
generations - the critics of the next and the schoolmasters of ever 
afterwards. Is <leas an 6ige acht ni thigeann si choiche fa dh6 = youth is a 
fine thing but it never comes twice. Which is a pity, because they would 
know what to do the second time around and would have the energy to do 
it: in the lexicon of youth there is no such word as fail: youth will stand 
foremost forever and will not quail. Mo! an 6ige is tiocfaidh si: youth will 
respond to praise. 

Youth will be served and will succeed at everything because it knows not 
fear and will press brashly on against all odds. Bismarck had three words of 
counsel to youth: "work, work, work". And truly no body of humanity is 
more fitter to obey this. Unfortunately, as Shakespeare points out, 
"Youth's a stuff will not endure", but the fundamental efforts do. Eternal 
youth lives only in those that die young, for they shall not grow old as we 
do. The dead poured out the sweet red wine of youth and gave up the years 
to be. 

This was proclaimed the International Year of Youth: according to 
Disraeli, almost everything that is great has been done by youth. And if this, 
can reasonably be stretched to include young men like Bob Geldof, it is still 
so. Irish life holds great promise as so much of our population is young and 
this assures us of a bright future. May it prove happy, joyous and united: 
and may those of us who have grown older help the endeavour. 
Eirochaimid feasta. 

Eagarth6ir November '85. 
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"The key to all success is ideas and head work" 

Patrick Fenelon Collier of Myshall 

PATRICK Fenelon Collier, son of 
Robert and Catherine Collier 

was born at Coolmaslegaun, 
Myshall, Co. Carlow, on December 
12, 1849. There is now no sign of the 
house where he was born, but the site 
is known as "Collier's Field". A 
memorial slab set in the wall of the 
ruined church in Myshall 
commemorates his ancestors. 

In 1866 at the age of 17 years 
Patrick Collier, with his parents 
emigrated to the U.S.A. where he got 
employment at carpentry in Dayton, 
Ohio. After a few years he entered a 
seminary at Cincinnati to study for 
the priesthood, but before he reached 
the age of21 he found he did not have 
a vocation and returned to civilian 
life. 

Early in the 1870s he went to New 
York and became a book salesman. 

Patrick Collier wi-th an initial 
capital of $300 started his own 
publishing company in 1875. One of 
his first titles being "Father Burke's 
Reminiscences", the electro-plates of 
which he bought from a bankrupt 
firm. He published works by famous 
authors and made them available to 
the public at low cost, payments 
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being made on the monthly 
instalment plan. 

Collier's own printing firm was set 
up in New York in 1880, employing 
700 people and with a capacity to 
produce 20,000 books a day. There 
were also branch sales offices in 32 
cities and sub-branches in 96 
locations, with their managers, 
deliverers , collectors and clerical 
staffs. The success of the firm can be 
gauged from the fact that by the time 
of his death over 50,000,000 books 
had been printed and sold. 

Particular about 
advertisements 

It was an ambition of Patrick 
Collier to publish a paper which he 
did in 1888 with the launch of a 
periodical called "Once a Week". 
The paper had a precarious existance 
at first, but with his hard work, 
organising and administrative ability 
he made it a success. He was very 
particular about the advertisements 
his paper carried. No advertisements 
for beer, whiskey, alcoholic liquors 

Compiled by William Ellis 

or patent medicines were allowed. 
Articles making claims to medicinal 
effects and articles promising 
extraordinary returns on investments 
were also excluded. 

When, in 1896 the name of the 
periodical was changed to "Collier's 
Weekly", it was publishing articles 
and stories by some of the greatest 
and brightest talent available. It was 
recognised as one of the most 
influential publications in America, 
and it was said ofit, "that it stood for 
purity of public life and business 
methods, and was unflinching and 
fearless in its advocacy of any cause 
to which it devoted its pages". The 
circulation reached 3,000,000 in · 
1950, it ceased publication in 1956. 

Patrick Collier married Miss 
Katherine Dunne in 1873, she was 
daughter of Mr. Richard Dunne of 
Carlow and a niece of Most Rev. Dr. 
Comerford, Coadjutor Bishop of 
Kildare and Leighlin. Their son, 
Robert, married Miss Van Alen, who 
was a grand-daughter of John Jacob 
Astor. 

It was said of Patrick Collier, "that 
he played as hard as he worked". He 
was a member of hunts in Long 
Island and New Jersey and was also a 

INSCRIPTION ON COLLIER MEMORIAL SLAB WHICH 
IS ON THEW ALL OF THE OLD CHURCH IN MYSHALL 

Photo: W. Ell is. 

Erected by Mr. Robert Collier of Myshall in memory of his 
father Mr. Abel Collier who depd this life April 23rd 1837 
ag'd 58 yrs alfo his mother Mrs. Anne Collier al's Cooke who 
depd April 23rd 1837 ag'd 72 yrs alfo his sister Mrs. Sarah 
Collier died Febr 17th 1828 ag'd 20 yrs and his grandfather 
Matthew Cooke E(s-) died March 10th 1779 ag'd 66 yrs and 
his grandmother Mrs. Mary Cooke al's McDonald died Sept 
20th 1798 ag'd 60 yrs and alfo his uncle William Cooke Esq 
who depd this life Octr 19th 1818 ag'd 57 yrs . 

Requiescant in pace, Amen. 

(Sculptor) Higgins, Bagenalstown. 

Kevin Kennedy and Tommy Dobbs examining the Collier Memorial at 
My shall. · 



polo enthusiast. In his latter years he 
came to Ireland annually and rented 
Killeen Castle, Co. Meath, to enjoy 
the hunting season with the Royal 
Meaths. All his horses were 
purchased in Ireland, and at the 
shows and jumping competitions in 
America invariably secured the 
premier places. 

When in Ireland he loved to visit 
his native Myshall on a Sunday to 
attend Mass in the church where he 
worshipped as a child, and to renew 
acquaintance with the friends of his 
youth. 

Mr. Co ll ier's cha rity was 
unbounded, he never forgot a 
kindness, and those who befriended 
him in his early days. " He was 
humble to the poor and realised that 
in life's day, sunshine and shadow, 
laughter and tears alternate". 

Among the known acts of kindness 
which he performed in his native 
county were: the presentation of a 
magnificent trophy known as the 
Collier Cup to the Carlow 
Agricultural Society , he also 
presented 1,000 books to the Carlow 
Young Men's Society and 600 
volumes to Father James Coyle P.P. 
for Leighlinbridge Library. 

Shortly before he died there was an 
article in " Collier's Weekly" written 

A NOTEWORTHY ANNIVERSARY 
1885-1985 

Cardinal 
Moran 

ARCHBISHOP Patrick Francis Moran of Sydney was 
among the prelates elevated to the College of Cardinals by 
His Holiness Pope Leo XIII, July, 1885. 

Cardinal Moran was born in Leighlinbridge, Co. 
Carlow, on September 16, 1830. The bronze bust of the 
Cardinal pictured at left is the centre piece of a memorial 
to the founders of the Catholic Church in Australia. The 
memorial is in the Chapel of the Irish Saints in St. Mary's 
Cathedral, Sydney, New South Wales. 

There is also a statue of the Cardinal on the steps 
leading to the main door of the Cathedral, which was 
unveiled in 1928. An inscription on the base reads:
Patrick Francis Cardinal Moran, Bishop of Ossory 1872-
1884, Archbishop of Sydney, 1884-1911. A tribute by the 
Hibernian Australian Catholic Benefit Society of 
Australasia to a worthy son of Catholic Ireland; her great 
gift to Australia. (See Carloviana, 1983). 

Photo from slide, courtesy archivist, St. Mary's Ca thedral, Sydney. 

by his son, Robert J. Collier, who was 
then editor, giving a history of the 
founding and growth of his father 's 
huge business. In the course of the 
article he said his father's favourite 
motto was , "The key to all success is 
ideas and head work" *, a maxim he 
followed all his life considering that 
during 30 years, from 1879 to 1909 he . 
manufactured and sold 52,000,000 
books. 

In a short note "Successful 
Carlovian" on page 22 of 
Carloviana, 1980, it is stated that 
Peter Collier was responsible for 
raising funds to buy the old Lincoln 
farm in Kentucky. It was his son 
Robert who raised the money and 
had a memorial erected at the si te of 
the log cabin where President 
Lincoln was born.* 

Peter Fenelon Collier died on 
April 24, 1909. 

FOOTNOTE: Robert J. Collier 
succeeded his father, he died on 
November 8, 1918. Controlling 
interest in the fi rm was then 
taken over by the Crowell 
Publishing Company, and 
became known as the Crowell
Collier Publishing Company. 
Through further mergers and 
take-overs the name Collier 
finally dropped from the 
publishing scene and was 
absorbed in the firm of 
Macmillan, Inc. 

* Attributed to Honore Balzac, 
19th century French writer. 

SOURCES: " The Nationalist & 
Leinster Times; Collier's Encyclopaedia; 
Dictionary of American Biography 
(1958). 

* Collier's Encyclopaedia. 

TO BE LET 

And immediate possession 
given. The late Co. Carlow 
Infirmary which can be divided 
into two good tenements -having 
two complete gardens, a large yard 
and pump. A long lease can be 
given . These premises are situated 
inside the Borough. 

Application to be made to 
Robert Hamilton Esq., No. 4 
Lower Fitzwilliam St. , Dublin, or, 
William Fishbourne, Esq ., 
Carlow. 

Dated this 25th day of March, 
1841. 

Carlow Sentinel, April 10th, 1841. 
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TRAITORS OF '98? 

THE DUPLICATORS 

I N the wet and dreary month of 
August 1985 the temperature was 

raised for a while by the 
extraordinary discovery of a number 
of lists which gave a total of 700 
names of people who signed the Oath 
of Allegiance to the King in the 
Summer of 1797. This article is 
designed to illuminate a forgotten 
aspect of that awful period. In the 
year 1797 the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland was disturbed. The Carlow 
Councillors (then styled The Grand 
Jury) were disturbed . In consequence 
the whole County of Carlow was 
declared to be in a state of 
disturbance. As a result, all Artisans, 
Publicans, Freeholders, Householders, 
Farmers and Hucksters were called 
to give a manly and spirited 
assistance to the law by giving 
information on illegal Assemblies, 
Arms, Pamphlets, Strangers etc. In 
short anything that would disturb the 
Kin's Peace. 

Peculiar only to 
County Carlow? 

There was an Oath drawn up by 
the Grand Jury and given out to the 
Magistrates to be signed and sworn 
by all the above people in every part 
of the County. It was a piece of Civil 
administration (it may be peculiar 
only to the County of Carlow) but 
not unusual, having regard to the 
conditions then in 1797. The number 
of people who signed should have 
been much greater than 700. Each 
Magistrate had a list and there was an 
abundance of Magistrates. It was 
signed by men who were loyal to their 
King and by men who would like to 
hang the King and by many who lived 
between the two extremes. Lists may 
have been lost or taken by people 
who had access to them. Who knows? 
Or did the administration of the Oath 
break down? There is evidence that 

· the "United Irishmen" were active. 
Robert Cornwall of Myshall 

Lodge, Captain of the Yeomanry, 
Grand Juror and Justice of the Peace 
claimed he had several brushes with 
the Rebels in the fall of the year 1797. 
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He wrote of a fierce attack on him 
and his troops as they passed through 
a village called Ballon at night and an 
account of how well his troop of 
Yeoman plus a small detachment of 
the 9th Dragoons acquitted 
themselves. This fierce attack came 
from men posted behind housed and 
walls armed with 'Stones' . This was 
reported to no less a person than 
Lord Castlereagh in Dublin Castle. 
Cornwall was the man that pushed 
the Grand Jury in any direction he 
willed. He was the man who tortured 
some men into giving limited 
informations. He was the man who 
took the confessions of the three 
informers of any worth to Dublin 
Castle. He, Robert Cornwall, was the 
man who gathered all military intelli
gence for the County of Carlow and 
sent it to Lord Castlereagh. Those three 
Traitors disclosed the names of fifty 
men who were connected with or 
active sworn United Irishmen. And 
identified an unknown number 
whom they knew by sight only. 

The men whose names were 
·disclosed were from all walks of life. 

~ 
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Plaque on gate pier near the site 
of the battle of Kilcumney. 

By Alan Doran 

A Yeoman Colonel , a Yeoman 
Captain, a Justice of the Peace, 
Farmers, Artisans , Publicans and 
one Magistrate who was described by 
the informer thus - "Busily giving 
out the Legal Oath" sworn on the 
"Four Evangelists" with one hand 
and giving out the United Oath" with 
the other. The two Carlow informers 
betrayed William Farrell the Dublin 
St. Sadler who was to become famous 
after his death , through the book ex
tracted from his Manuscript which 
gave a classic account of the horrors 
that took place at Carlow and 
Leighlinbridge after the Rising had 
been quelled. The third informer was 
a profligate Militia man from the 
County Derry who went through the 
motions of turning Catholic so that 
he could be seen by the Catholic 
Members of United men to swear the 
Oath of their creed. 

Peter Ivers of 
Carlow 

One informer stated that ifhe were 
brought into Carlow he could point 
out more than a dozen 
"duplicators". The word duplicator 
was applied to men who recruited 
United Irishmen and swore them in 
by the "illegal oath". Peter Ivers a 
mat maker from Carlow was a 
duplicator of that description. He 
was County Organiser and 
Recruiting Officer. He could be tried 
and hanged by any Magistrate 
without Jury in the year 1797. $0 he 
kept on the move. There was a 
warrant out for him. Laurence 
Griffen, Shopkeeper, Tullow, was a 
duplicator of the second description, 
he was one who took the Oath of 
Allegiance to the King and also took 
the United Mans' Oath. 

Both men were delegates to the 
Leinster directory of the society. 

On the night of the 11th March, 
1798, Laurence Griffen set out on 
horse back for Dublin; riding 
through the night he reached the City 
in the forenoon and made his way to 
the house of Oliver Bond in Bridge 
Street on the night of the 12th. Peter 
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days before. There were 14 members 
of the Provincial Committee in the 
room when the agents of Major Sirr 
dashed up the stairs and burst into 
the room and all were put under 
arrest. Ivers protested and presented 
himself to be searched; it was some 
sort of ruse to give someone else time 
to conceal something. 

They were taken to Kilmainham 
where they were examined by 
Sergeant Swan. Griffen had to admit 
that he had taken the Oath of 
Allegiance to the King (they knew). 
He also admitted he had taken the 
United Irish Oath. But still he said he 
could give no names. 

Crime punishable 
by death 

Ivers took the responsibility of 
being the man who brought Griffen 
to Dublin; to look for work. It was 
put to him that he administered the 
Oath of the United Irish to a man on 
the road between Myshall and 
Fenagh (a crime punishable by 
death). Ivers was calm, he knew that 
there was a warrant out for him from 
Cornwall who had tortured a 
confession from that man. Ivers was 
"on the run" since the Summer of 
1797. He gave no information. Ivers 
was young, adventurous and very 
proud to be associated with such men 
as Oliver Bond, Thomas Addis 
Emmet and many others. They were 
almost all Protestant middle class 
idealists. Their manifesto was a 
dream of a wonderful democracy, 
which had it been achieved would 
have been exemplary even today. 

On the night of the raid Iver's 
name was the pass-word on the door 
of Oliver Bond's house. "Has Ivers of 
Carlow come". They were lodged in 
Kilmainham Jail to await their trial. 
Within the following two months the 
almost leaderless United Men arose 
and fell in that pathetic insurrection, 
which is well written up. 

In most counties the Yeomanry 
and rabble Militia were taken over by 
the "Peep O'Day boys" now styled 
the 'Orange Order', and the country 
sunk into anarchy. Mr. Pitt sent over 
Lord Cornwallis to calm down things 
and make way for an act of union, 
which he said was vital for the very 
survival of the Empire. 

On July 3, 1798, the New Lord 
Lieutenant granted protection to all, 
who, guilty of rebellion "only", 
would being in their arms and take an 
Oath of Allegiance to the King. He 

The hanging of 
a Carlow boy 

The following ballad records an incident of" 98" 

"Early-early last Thursday night 
The My shall cavalry gave me a fright: 

In my misfortune and sad downfall 
I was prisoner taken by Cornwall, 

In his guardhouse there I was tied, 
And in his parlour my sentence tried 

My sentence passed - and passed very low -
Unto Duncannon I was obliged to go. 

As I was going up the mountain high 
Who would blame me then for to cry? 

I looked behind me, then before, 
And my tender parents saw, and ne'er saw more, 

When my poor parents did hear the news 
They followed me with money and clothes, 

Five hundred guineas they would lay down 
To let me walk upon sweet Irish ground. 

They well guarded me through Borris town, 
The bloody Orangemen did me surroun', 

The captain told me he'd set me free 
If I would bring him one, two or three; 

I'd rather die or be nailed to a tree 
Than traitor turn to my country 

In Duncannon was my lot to die 
And in Duncannon does my body lie; 

And every one that does pass by, 
Prays, "the Lord have mercy on the Roman Boy". 

The Cornwall mentioned in the ballad was one, Robert Cornwall of 
Myshall Lodge, an attorney and commander of a yeomanry corps 

in 1798. He died on October 16, 1811. 
Nationalist & Leins/er Times, 1888. 

extended this anmesty under certain 
very sinister conditions to 75 of the 95 
state prisoners. Their passage would 
be paid into exile. 

Rising; in all about 150 idealists were 
forced into exile. With them went 
Ivers and Griffen. It was a sad end to 
a great ideal. 

To this the prisoners agreed if the 
death sentence was lifted from their 
leaders. While negotiations were 
pending, the Shears Brothers, 
McCann and William Byrne were 
executed. There was a public outcry 
in Dublin and Oliver Bond was given 
a respite but died suddenly on 16th 
September, 1798. 

Sad end to a 
great ideal 

The 75 prisoners were examined 
under Oath and sent into exile. The 
other 20 were shipped to Fort George 
in Scotland where they remained till 
the peace of Amiens was signed, 
March 1802. Then they too were sent 
into exile, never to return except at 
the pleasure of the King. 

About 50 leaders had been forced 
to flee from the country before the 

The stage was now set for the most 
corrupt Parliament in history to sell 
itself out and it was so done. 

Years afterwards Dr. R. Madden 
uncovered the names of the real 
informers who had worked into the 
confidence of the directory of the 
United Irishmen at the highest level 
giving Castlereagh every move. They 
drew enormous sums of money and 
life pensions. One lived in splendour 
in the Castle of Kilkea for a while. 
But their sins found them out and 
their names are held in odium to the 
present day. 

"Sabata Pango" = "For the Sabbath I 
ring". 

"Funera Plango" = "For the funeral I 
knell". 

"Solemnia Clango" = "For the festi
val I chime". 

- Inscription on an old bell. 
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A view of the Barrow's west 
bank 

READING the landscape is among 
the pleasures of life. The quiet 

charm of the Barrow valley has added 
greatly to the many advantages of 
living in the fertile basin of Ireland's 
second longest river. Edmund 
Spenser celebrates the bounty of the 
Barrow attractive to fishermen in the 
Faerie Queene. Salmon and trout, 
pike and eel, roach and bream, 
frequent its waters. 

Coming as I do from the granite 
veined valley of the Slaney I became 
aware ofKilleshin, Rossmore and the 
Ridge of Leighlin every time I 
travelled west towards Carlow, 
Milford, Leighlinbridge or 
Castlecomer. Trips to these 
destinations were part of the farm 
economy to buy coal or to sell wheat. 
Even Ballitore or Levitstown were 
not out of reach of horse and cart if a 
better price could be had for the grain 
harvest. 

Saint Barbara's 
Shrine 

From the summit of Rossmore the 
plateau stretches back towards 
Castlecomer and Abbeyleix. This 
area is the coal-bearing region which 
has been mined for many centuries. 
Unfortunately most of the rich seams 
of prime-quality coal were swept into 
the Atlantic when the glaciers of the 
ice age began to melt and pushed that 
precious source of energy out to sea. 
Today the countryside bears the scars 
of the mining waste and in several 
areas open-cast mining has changed 
the face of the countryside. If you go 
up to Rossmore to the old mine -
Saint Barbara had a shrine there -
the face of the bog lies concealed 
under thousands of tons of stone and 
shale at present. 

As a child driving from Tullow to 
Carlow in pony and trap I had lots of 
time to observe the hills ahead in all 
moods and under all weathers. When 
Arthur Young the English traveller 
visited Carlow at the end of the 
eighteenth century he admired the 
high degree of skill shown in farming 
the Rossmore and Killeshin slopes. 
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By Very Rev. P. J. Brophy, P.P. 

The ridge or escarpment is the only 
example in Ireland of this exciting 
geological phenomenon, the rift. 
Travellers from Portlaoise who 
ascend the Windy Gap and see 
stretched out before them the 
glorious expanse of the Barrow valley 
from above Athy and across to the 
Dublin and Wicklow mountains 
have a treat in store for them. Those 
who take the trouble to deviate from 
the main road to Carlow through 
Tolerton and Coolane will discover 
an Irish corniche, an upper road of 

Sleaty Cross 

scenic grandeur running south 
towards Rossmore wood and 
Ballinabranna and meeting the 
Barrow river at picturesque Milford. 

The day came when I was driven 
from Tullow to Knockbeg college on 
the banks of the Barrow. 'By 
Barrow's banks in youth we met and 
found a happy home', runs the 
college song. Now I experienced the 
special quality of life by this slow
moving river. There was a 
waterwheel which pumped up water 
for use in the college and the ram 
sounded like a drum in our ears as we 
stealthily broke bounds to explore 
the hinterland. Paddy Dempsey who 
maintained the pump often 

complained of the perch getting into 
the works and blocking up the pipes. 

There was wild-life in plenty, 
ducks, ·pheasants, woodcock, snipe, 
pigeons. We had boats on the river in 
late spring and early summer. Often 
we would steal out at night, take the 
row-boat up the river and try our 
hands at night-fishing. I can still hear 
the roar of the weir magnified at 
night as we ventured further up the 
river. Even the Lerr and Greese 
flowing into the ample bosom of the 
Barrow sounded impressively under 
cover of darkness. 

High Cross 
of Moone 

From that time in the early 1930s 
the Barrow became part of my life 
and has remained so. When visitors 
call and ask me about this part of the 
world I generally suggest that we visit 
Moone abbey on the Greese. The old 
castle built for defence in the 
seventeenth century looks across a 
trout stream to the Wicklow hills. 
Celtic monks of the family of St. 
Columba, the dove of the church, 
worshipped here. 

The high cross of Moone is a 
reminder of the biblical strength of 
Celtic monasticism and the artistic 
power of its wqrkers in stone. Moone 
was the southernmost cell of the great 
Columban fellowship, a place of 
peace and religious tradition. When I 
stand before the high cross I recall the 
choral hymn 'house of prayer where 
our fa thers sung your praises lies 
abandoned!' 

Shackleton's mill stands close to 
the abbey, a link with the brave 
explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton. 
The Barrow valley is rich in mills 
powered by water where the harvests 
of this rich basin were ground into 
flour. The old Levitstown mill is an 
impressive survival of the grandeur 
of these industrial buildings which 
combined architectural grace with 
function. The magnificent complex 
at Milford so warmly admired by 
Mrs. Hall and other travellers of the 



nineteenth century has been almost 
completely demolished within the 
past few decades. One fears for the 
Levitstown mill. 

The Barrow navigation system 
dates from the last independent 
parliament at the close of the 
eighteenth century. As a boy in 
Knockbeg college I delighted to 
watch the horse-drawn barges laden 
with coal, timber, beet and grain float 
silently down the river. Early 
morning peace was often broken by 
the chug-chug of the motor powered 
barges which were to disappear by 
the 1950s. 

In the twenties, thirties and forties 
pleasure boats on the Barrow were a 
feature of the district. On half-days, 
on Saturdays and Sundays there 
would be dozens of. rowing boats 
passing through the locks on their 
way upstream to the weir at 
Knockbeg or even further towards 
Maganey. The outstanding natural 
amenity of these parts is strangely 
neglected today when one would 
have expected a fleet of boats to be in 
constant use in Carlow. Angling has 
lost favour but seems to be making a 
come-back. 

The Barrow track is the grand 
promenade of Carlow town. I recall 
in the late forties meeting a Carlovian 
who had lived most of his life in India 
observ.ing on an evening on the track 
that the silhouette of Carlow from 
the river had hardly changed since 
the early nineteenth century. He 
could point to the old gas works, the 
stately homes of Braganza and 

Milford, photographed in c. 1950 

Kelvin Grove, the old graves, the 
cholera grounds, Guinness's store, 
Evergreen Lodge, the riverine houses 
and beyond the Canal Depot and 
Stores, the old flyboat hotel and the 
Wellington Bridge. All has changed 
except the bridge. The old harbour 
has been cleaned up and with the 
development of the park a 
worthwhile amenity is in the making. 

Shrule castle a 
romantic ruin 

From the Lerr bridge on the road 
to Athy access to the Barrow is easy. 
Shrule castle is now little more than a 
romantic ruin. Built in the sixteenth 
century it was home to the Hartpole 
family who played an important part 
in the life of Carlow town. (The Irish 
historian William Hartpole Lecky 
was connected with this family). The 
castle-house was occupied by the 
Wynne family until the 1940s. The 
castle was a defence post to curb the 
Laoismen and protect the pale. 
Kilkea, Castledermot, and Athy were 
links in the defence chain which was 
continued downstream to Carlow, 
Clogrennane and Leighlin. 

Eoghain O Tuairisc, poet and 
dramatist lived in the lock-house for 
a number of years above Shrule. 
Hickson's lock was well-known to 
Knockbeg boys who stole into 
Carlow by the Barrow track. A boat 
could be hailed to ferry the more 
adventurous spirits across the river. 

Knockbeg college was originally a 
property of the Best family, landlords 
now remembered only in the 
townsland of Bestfield where 
formerly stood a notable mansion 
which has disappeared with few 
traces except stately trees and a small 
graveyard. Knockbeg opened in 1847 
as a preparatory school for the 
Carlow lay college which had 
prospered since its launch in 1793. It 
catered for boys of ten years and 
upwards at a time when schooling in 
the countryside was hard to come by. 
Knockbeg was considerably 
extended in the 1890s when the 
Carlow college lay school was 
transferred here. 

Fr. Peadar Mac Suibhne who was 
rector in the twenties and thirties and 
into the forties liked to associate the 
college with the Sleaty monastic 
remains down the road. Sleaty was 
one of St. Patrick's stopping places 
according to tradition. Here Fiacc 
was appointed first bishop of 
Leinster and founded a monastic 
school which flourished until 
destroyed by the Danish invasions. 
Aodh was a distinguished abbot of 
Sleaty who made the abbey a centre 
of Patrician studies and himself 
composed a life of the saint. In the 
Knockbeg annual Fr. Swayne 
collected and published oral 
traditions of this neighbourhood. 
There is an interesting Skelton 
tombstone with an elegant 

• Continued on page 8 
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From the Chair 
DUR ING the first week in Novem

ber, the first European space
shuttle passed over Ireland. As it 
passed, a Ham radio-operator in 
Tallaght, Co. Dublin, picked up a 
message. He radioed back "You are 
passing over Dublin, Ireland". From 
the space-shuttle a voice replied -
"Thank you, we can see Dublin, 
Ireland". A far cry one would say 
from the old nursery rhyme which 
goes "The man in the moon came 
tumbling down and asked the way to 
Norwich". Or is it such a far cry? Our 
forbears were obviously already 
investigating outer space and the 
possibility of life out there. What 
would their message be to us today? 
Would they admonish us for over 
neglect and over disinterest in the 
legacies they have left us? Would they 
tell us to get moving before it is too 
late? One thing is certain, unless we 
immediately make a big effort to 
record all available information we 
will lose very vital historical data. 

Beliefs are no 
longer accepted 

What has saved the ring forts, the 
fairy tree and the standing stones 
down the centuries? The belief that 
these were sacred places and if we 
interfered with them we would suffer 
dire consequences. In today's 
modern world such beliefs are no 
longer accepted . Any morning one 
may get up and find that a landmark 
that has withstood the ravages of 
centuries has disappeared. I am very 
pleased indeed to learn that the 
Institute of Engineers of Ireland has 
called for a nationwide survey to 
protect the environment from further 
damage by rushed developments. 
The Institute's Director wants 
county managers and engineers 
throughout the country to combine 
resources for an environmental 
inventory detailing landscapes, 
bridges and architectural jewels and 
monuments. He believes that it is the 
duty of engineers to conserve, 
preserve and enhance, while 
continuing to develop. These are 

· sentiments very dear to all our hearts . 
When our Society was founded in 

1946, rural electrification was still 
two years away and television was as 
yet unheard of. We still had the story
tellers around the fire on a winter's 
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night and history was passed on by 
word of mouth. Today we compete 
with every form of outside 
entertainment. There is very little 
time to talk, and less time to stop and 
listen. This is where our Society must 
come into its own, and go out and 
record what is still available for 
recording. Each member should 
make an effort to gather some 
historical information, however 
unimportant it may seem. Very often 
these apparently unimportant pieces 
of information are what is needed to 
supply the missing link in an 
otherwise vague piece of historical 
fact. This is International Youth 
Year. Could our young people do 
more to mark this important year 
than to go along with a tape-recorder 
to grand-parents , to relatives living in 
rural areas, or to just good story
tellers and record what stories they 
can remember from by gone days. 
Perhaps some stories may seem 
trivial, but nothing in history is 

trivial. Often it is the littlest things 
that are most important. The Old 
Carlow Society will be most grateful 
for any such recordings. The Society 
would also welcome these young 
people on the summer outings which 
are always to places of historical 
interest. During the past year these. 
outings have been mostly over
booked, but due to capable handling 
by our organisers everybody was 
accommodated and the summer 
outings were a huge success. 

I wish all our readers a very happy 
Christmas, and a bright New Year. I 
send special good wishes to Dr. 
Laurence Ryan our co-adjutor 
Bishop on his marvellous recovery. 
Please keep up the good work. To 
Mr. Liam Bergin, editor of "The 
Nationalist" now enjoying a well 
earned retirement, I wish many 
happy years , and thank you for being 
a founder member and first Hon. 
Secretary of the Old Carlow Society. 

Veronica Crombie. 

A view of the Barrow's 
west bank 

• Continued from page 7 

inscription in Latin as well as two 
granite crosses. 

It is remarkable to find the ruins of 
another important Celtic foundation 
a few miles up country from Sleaty at 
Killeshin. The Killeshin roundtower 
was demolished by a philistine 
landlord at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. The exquisite 
romanesque doorway witnesses to 
the past glories of a monastery that 
was a fruitful source of manuscripts 
of the scriptures from its scriptorium. 
Monks laboured to copy the biblical 
text and make it more readily 
available through their skill and 
devotion. The ravages of war and 
time have robbed posterity of these 
treasures. 

Comghan's Celtic monastery dates 
from the fifth century. It was burned 
in 1077. What we see today is a later 
construction erected by a King 
Diarmuid of Leinster around 1100. 
The Killeshin doorway is one of the 
finest in Ireland. It attracts large 
numbers of continental tourists. I 

met a busload of German tourists 
there during the summer of 1985 and 
several groups of enthusiastic French 
visitors with learned tomes of 
Francoise Henry in hand. 

The modern church of the Holy 
Cross, standing upon Gallows Hill 
offers a fine view over the valley. It 
was designed by Thomas Cobden, an 
English architect who pioneered the 
gothic style of church building in 
these parts. Holy Cross is one of the 
oldest churches employing the gothic 
style which was to become so popular 
in Ireland all through the nineteenth 
century. It was opened in 1819 and 
has been successfully adapted to 
modern liturgical usage. A fine 
limestone pieta executed by the 
Munich sculptor Weizacker marks 
the burial place of Fr. Henry Cullen 
who is commemorated in the name 
Graiguecullen. (What used to be 
called Carlow-Graigue was changed 
by popular demand to Graiguecullen 
in 1920). 



Oideachas Tre Ghaeilge i 
gCeatharlach 

C loistear an-chuid na laethanta 
seo faoi mhiontheangacha, 

mathairtheangacha, teangacha 
neamhfuorleathanna agus mar sin 
de. Thar aon rud eile glactar leis an 
dtuairim ginearalta gur rud maith e 
bheith liofa i nios m6 na aon teanga 
amhain. Biodh sin mar ata afach is 
leir go bhfuil malairt tuairimi ag 
daoine faoi conas agus cathain is c6ir 
tabhairt faoi foghlaim an dara agus 
an triu theanga. Sa chuntas seo 
leanas deanfaidh me cur sios ar 
Oideachas tre Ghaeilge i 
gCeatharlach le blianta beag anuas. 

Naionra Ceatharlach 
I ndeireadh na Seascaidi mar 

fureagairt ar chulu na Gaeilge sa 
Ch6ras Oideachais bunaiodh 
Naionrai in aiteanna difriula ar fud 
na tire chun freastal ar phaisti 
reamhscoile. Anois ta 150 Naionra ag 
feidhmiu scaipthe i mbailte beaga, sa 
Ghaeltacht agus sa Ghalltacht 6 
thuaidh agus 6 dheas. Bunaiodh an 
chead Naionra i gCeatharlach sa 
bhliain 1975 le Maire Mhic Phairce 
mar Stiuraitheoir. 6 shoin i leith fas 
agus forbairt abhi i ndan do Naionra 
Ceatharlach leis an meadu ar an 
eileamh ar reamhscolaiocht tre 
Ghaeilge. Fe lathair ta tri Naionra sa 
bhaile seo. I mbun stiuriu na 
Naionrai ta Treasa Ui Thuathail, 
Olive Ui Bhruadair , Ellen 
Breathnach agus Maire Ui Dhuill. Ta 
suas le daichead paiste ar an iomlan 
ag freastal ar na Naionrai seo. Ni 
beag san do bhaile abhi trath ina 
bhaile Gallda mar chuid den Ph.iii. 

Ceard is Naionra ann? 
Go bunusach seard is Naionra ann 

na grupa paisti idir tri agus ceithre 
bliana d'aois a thagann le cheile go 
rialta ar feadh cupla uair a chloig sa 
16 i dtimpeallacht thaitneamhach, go 
gcuireann an Stiuraitheoir ar fail 
d6ibh gach <leis chun a bhforbairt 
iomlan a chur i gcrich agus e sin tri 
mhean na Gaeilge. Baintear leas as 
modh an tsugartha-priomh modh 
foghlama paisti den aoisghrupa 
airthe seo. Taobh amuigh de 
chuiseanna oideachasula agus 
cuiseanna s6isialta glactar coitianta 
le tabhacht na reamhscolaiochta ar 

Bride de R6iste 

Rang na Naionan Shinsearach leis an muinteoir Aingeal Pleamonn i nGaelscoil 
Cheatharlach. 

chuiseanna teanga. Sa Naionra 
beirtear ar an seans chun an dara 
teanga - an Ghaeilge - a thabhairt 
don phaiste ag an aois is m6 gur feidir 
leis i a fuoghlaim mar a d'fuoghlaim 
se an chead teanga. Rud ata 
cruthaithe ag taighdeoiri. Sea glactar 
go forleathan timpeall an domhain 
gur feidir le paisti 6ga an dara teanga 
a shealbhu go nadurtha. 

An paiste 6g agus an dara teanga. 
Ta treithe sa phaiste 6g fuein a 

chabhraionn go m6r le sealbhu an 
dara teanga (i) Ni thuigeann se cad is 
teip ann- mura gcuirtear in iul d6 ego 
laidir. (ii) Nil cas an fuoghlameora 
nios sine aige a thuigeann iomlan na 
hoibre ata roimhe agus a mbionn an 
misneach n6 an spreagadh ag teip air. 
(iii) Ni bhionn an paiste an-6g 
feasach ar an datheangachas. Is ar an 
gcainteoir n6 ar an 6caid chainte a 
bhionn se dirithe. Mar sin bionn an 
constaic idir dha theanga saraithe aige 
sula dtuigeann se go bhfuil constaic 
ann fiu amhain. (iv) Is brea leis an 
bpaiste 6g aithris, athra, 
athdheanamh - rud a fuagann ar a 
chumas fuaimeanna an dara teanga a 
shealbhu go foirfe gan a bheith ag eiri 
tuirsiuil de. 

Modh na Gaeilge sa Naionra. 
Ceanglaitear an Ghaeilge le 

imeachtai uilig an phaiste sa 
Naionra. Ni muineadh ginearalta 
d'aon sort ata i gceist ach go 
mbaintear feidhm as abhfuil ar eolas 
faoi shiceolaiocht agus treithe an 
phaiste 6ig chun cleachtadh na 
Gaeilge a bheith ina thaithi nadurtha 
pleisiurtha d6. Ni cuirtear aon bhru 
ar phaiste chun Gaeilge a labhairt go 
dti go mbionn an paiste fuein reidh 
da leitheid. An chead cheim i sealbhu 
teanga na an eisteacht agus an 
tuiscint. Is ceim cuiosach m6r as sin i 
go dti an usaid uatha fuein. De reir a 
cheile sea a th6gtar na cnoic .. focail .. 
frasai ... abairti. Bionn an buncloch 
t6gtha go daingean faoin am seo. Ag 
feachaint don todhchai glactar leis 
gur fearr cumas an datheangaigh 
chun teangacha eile d'fuoghlaim. 

Leanunachas on Naionra. 
Nuair a thuig tuismitheoiri na 

bpaisti i Naionra Ceatharlach chomh 
heasca is a thainig an Ghaeilge chuig 
a bpaisti - gan bru, gan str6-
shocraiodar ar leanuint ar aghaidh 
agus bunscolaiocht tre Ghaeilge a 
fuail d6ibh. As an gcinneadh agus 
eileamh seo a bunaiodh Gaelscoil 
Eoghain Ui Thuairisc. Aris fas agus 
forbairt abhi i ndan do Ghaelscoil 
Cheatharlach a osclaiodh le fiche 
paiste in Mean Fomhair 1982. Rang 
nua agus muinteoir bhreise a chur leis 
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an nGaelscoil in aghaidh na bliana 6 
shoin agus fe lathair ta ceathrar 
muinteoir agus 87 paiste sa 
Ghaelscoil. Bunoideachas leis na 
habhair go leir tre Ghaeilge. An 
bhfuil deacrachtai le muineadh na 
nabhar tre Ghaeilge? Cen fath go 
mbeadh? Nach bhfuil Gaeilge agus 
Bearla ar a dtoil go nadurtha ag na 
paisti gur cuma cen teanga a usaidtear. 
Nach acu ata an buntaiste - a rogha 
teanga. 
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Ptiisti i mbun 'oibre' i Naionra Ceatharlacha. 

An Chead Cheim eile. 
Feachaint siar agus anois feachaint 

ar aghaidh Ceard faoi 
Iarbhunoideachas tre Ghaeilge? 
B'fheidir nach bhfuil an tuairim 
chomh seaf6ideach. Nach bhfuil 
eileamh ar phobalscoileanna 
langhaelacha in aiteacha eile mar 
Cheatharlach ata saite in 
athbheochan na teanga? Ta glactha 
ag Coiste Ghairmoideachais i gCo na 
Mi le eileamh 6 phobal RathCairn. 
Agus ceard faoi Cholaiste Chillian, 

Colaiste Eoin agus Colaiste Iosagain 
i mBlea Cliath? Sleamhnaionn na 
blianta go tapaidh. Ni fada go 
mbeidh an t-eileamh ag teacht 6 
thuismitheoiri Cheatharlach. Bimis 
reidh chun glacadh leis an dushlan. 
Ceard faoi muintir Choiste 
GhairmOideachais Ceatharlach . . . ? 
Fagaimis cursai triu leibheil agus an 
Ceard Cholaiste Reigiunda tamaillin 
eile. Ach gan dabht tiocfaidh an la go 
mbeidh eileamh ar Chursai tre 
Ghaeilge ansin freisin. 

Monuments to Antiquity 
This factory-type chimney stands 
in the farmyard of Edward 
Kennedy , Kyleballyhue. In the 
factory's heyday bones were burnt 
in the furnace and the resulting 
bone meal used as fertiliser. Was it 
one of the first artificial fertilizer 
factories in Ireland? 

Tommy Dobbs of Aclare, relates 
that a borough surveyor named 
Quilton once lived in Kylebally
h ue. The story is that Percy 
French and himself were offered 
jobs at the same time, and they 
tossed a coin to decide who would 
go to Cavan and who would go to 
Carlow. We do not know who 
cried heads or tails , but had it been 
different we might well be singing: 

"Come back Paddy Reilly to 
Kylebal/yhue" ! 

The monument pictured at right is 
on the lands of John Monahan, 
Castletown. It bears an inscription 

in Latin which translated reads:
Samuel Faulkner placed this here 
in memory of his wife Catherine 
who died in September, 1786. (See 
The Faulkners of Castletown by 
John Monahan, Carloviana, 
1952). 



A story in stone from South 
Carlow 

By Mary O'Neill, St. Mullins Muintir na Tire Historical Research Project , 

I RELAND is strewn with cemeteries, 
some closed and some still in use, 

The tombstones in these cemeteries 
provide valuable information for 
people compiling their family 
histories. In these cemeteries can be 
found the resting places of many 
noted Irishmen who played an active 
part in Irish History down through 
the centuries. Our research took us to 
cemeteries in the area of South 
Carlow:-

St. Mullins, St. Michael's 
Tinnahinch, Ballymurphy, Kilcullen, 
Kiltennel, Clonagoose, Ballicopagan, 
New Cemetery Borris, Rathanna, 
Killedmond and also to the 
cemeteries of Paulstown and 
Goresbridge where we are at present 
carrying out research. The following 
is a resume of the more interesting 
tombstones we have recorded. 

It is conceivable that people are 
being buried in St. Mullins since the 
time of St. Moling. It is believed that 
St. Moling was buried within the ruin 
nearest the Church of Ireland. A 
plaque No. 792 on the wall of this 
ruin is dedicated to St. Moling. This 
holy man was born in 614. During his 
lifetime many miracles were 
attributed to him , even to this day 
many cures have been sought by 
visiting the Blessed Well. He will 
always be remembered for the part he 
played in the story of Boraimhe 
Laighean where, by twisting words 
he succeeded in saving the 
Leinstermen from paying an 
exorbitant tax to the King of Ireland 
forever. He was made Archbishop of 
Ferns in 691 which gave him the 
honour of presiding over all the 
Bishops of Leinster. We are told that 
he laid down the Archiepiscopal 
Office before his death and retired to 
St. Mullins where he died in 696. 

Many who fought in the Rising of 
1798 are interred in St. Mullins. The 
most noted of these being General 
Thomas Cloney (Tombstone No. 
767). His home was in Moneyhore, 
Co. Wexford. He was but a young 
man of 24 when on May 29th, 1798, 
he marched with the Insurgents to 
Enniscorthy. The following day he 
led an attack on a company of Meath 
Militia and defeated them. It was he 
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Burial place of Thomas Cloney and his ancestors. (No. 767). 

who with Col. John Kelly of Killann 
led the attack on the Three Bullet 
Gate, New Ross, when during a 
thirteen hour battle the English were 
twice beaten out of the town, which, 
however, they succeeded in holding. 
He obtained a pardon , after the 
surrender for saving the lives of 
captured Yeomen. 

Shortly afterwards he was 
arrested, courtmartialled and 
sentenced to death. The sentence was 
commuted by Lord Cornwallis and 
instead he was imprisoned in several 
barracks including New Geneva then 
finally sent to Fort George in 
Scotland where he was kept in irons 
for four years . After his release he 
went to live in Graignamanagh where 
he played an important part in the 
struggle for Catholic Emancipation 
and was a close friend of Daniel 
O'Connell. He died at Graignamanagh 
in 1850 aged 76. 

Set into the wall of the Penal Altar 
is a slab to the memory of Bryan 
Nestroake (No. 173) . Bryan 
Nestroake was a Kavanagh of 
Drummond of the family of 
Ballyleigh. He was known to the 
nobility and gentry of Ireland for his 
noble actions and valour in King 
James' troops in the battles of the 
Bo yne and Aughrim 1691. 
Nestroake, his nick-name is due to 

the fact that his cheek was cut with a 
sabre stroke in single combat at 
Aughrim. He died in 1735. 

The next great man who is interred 
here is Art King of Leinster 
(Tombstone No. 758). He defended 
his province against the English from 
the age of 16 to 60. It is said he had 
the most impressive funeral in the 
history of the area. It was six miles 
long with people walking all the way 
from the town in which he died or 
was poisoned, New Ross, to the 
graveyard. This was in 1417. 

St. Mullins was the burial place of 
the McMurrough Kavanaghs 
throughout the generations. Their 
burial grounds are within the ruins, 
with fine monuments on the inside 
wall of the Church of Ireland which 
was built in 1811. One of these 
monuments is to Lady Harriet (No. 
851). Lady Harriet was the mother of 
Arthur McMurrough Kavanagh 
referred to as the Cripple Kavanagh 
as he was born limbless. One of her 
most remembered acts will be the 
introduction of lace-making to 
Borris (Borris Lace). The Cripple 
Kavanagh himself is buried in 
Ballicopagan which is a private 
cemetery on the Kavanagh Estate at 
Borris (Tombstone No. 5). Arthur 
overcame many hindrances and 
developed many skills such as horse-
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made excellent sketches, wrote a 
book on cruising, "The Cruise of the 
R.Y.S. Eva" and he travelled 
extensively. He also took an active 
part in politics being elected M.P. of 
Wexford in 1866 and M.P. of Carlow 
in 1868. He was made Lord 
Lieutenant of Carlow in 1880 and 
Privy Councillor of Ireland in 1886. 
He died in 1889. 

While carrying out research in St. 
Mullins we met with some difficulties 
when reading some of the older 
inscriptions. One in particular, a slab 
No. 751 in the ruin which could have 
been a medieval domestic building 
was illegible. It has a cross in the 
centre resting on the letters I.H.S. 
with cross bones and a skull at the 
base. The inscription was legible 
when Rev. M. Comerford compiled 
his history on the Diocese of Kildare 
and Leighlin. This is his description 
of it "a tomb-stone lying flat and 
partly defaced, has a large central 
cross, and a marginal inscription in 
Latin notifying that it is the last 
resting place of Daniel Kinsellagh, 
who died 8th Nov., 1646". 

In St. Mullins there are 
ornamented headstones of the 18th 
and early 19th centuries. These were 
the work of Miles Brien, T. and M. 
Hancock. and a sculptor named 
Kehoe who was a local man from 
Marley . Miles Brien was from 
Raughduff near Kilian in Co. 
Wexford. Quite a few examples of 
his work are to be seen with various 
forms of signature:- Miles Brien, 
M.B. and M. Brien. Comparisons 
with these and unsigned specimens 
makes identification possible. All the 
examples have the Crucifixion of Our 
Lord centred on them and in some 
cases He is accompanied by the two 
thieves. Each design varies, some 
with more figures and items on them 
more with just a few, it probably 
depended on how much they wanted 
to spend. One example of his work 
can be seen on the headstone to the 
memory of Bridget Kenny 
(Tombstone No. 489). It is only 
marked with an "M" in the foliage · 
border under the domed church, 
there is a crack in the stone at the 
other side where possibly a "B" had 
been. The fact that Brien's designs 
are in high relief, could be due to their 
preservation through the years. This 
particular headstone has all three 

· crucifixes on it. In the foreground is 
the Kneeling Virgin of the Rosary. 
There is a winged harpist, somewhat 
uncomfortably seated, on the 
ground. There is an angular figure 
under one crucifix perhaps meant to 
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Monumental work of Miles Brien. (No. 773). 

be St. John. A figure is visible in the 
doorway of the dome shaped church. 
Other factors attributed to his work 
are lance and sponge-bearers, 
centurions on guard and on 
horseback. 

Unlike Brien's work, very little of 
M. and T. Hancock's work survived. 
Their designs were in low relief and 
gradually disappeared due to 
weathering. Signatures are hard to 
find as they placed them generally 
within the pattern. On some 
examples of their work can be seen 
the three crucifixes, with the addition 
of angels hovering in clouds above 
very stylished figures. The shape of 
the figures gives the appearance of 
vases. They probably depict the 
Blessed Virgin and Mary Magdalene. 
Like Brien's work, the sun and moon 
are very common factors to their 
work. One example of this 
commemorates Eleanor Cullin 
(Tombstone No. 812). 

An example of Kehoe's work can 
be seen on the Breen tombstone No. 
434. He clearly names and depicts on 
it St. Patrick, St. Moling, St. Bridget 
and St. Collumkill. 

Behind the ruins of an ancient 
stone cross, possibly 9th century. It is 
of granite with a solid ring at the 
intersection. It is carved with a 
bold overall spiral pattern on one 
side and large Crucifixion scene on 
the other. One of the arms is broken. 

The most interesting feature in St. 
Michael's cemetery, Tinnahinch, is 
Patsull's Tomb. The Rev. John 
Patsull is mentioned in an Irish 
Parliamentary return as "Popish 
Priest of Ballyellen Parish in 1766". 
There is a tradition that he turned 
Protestant and before his death 
returned to the old church. He wrote 
his epitaph which may be seen on his 
tomb (No. 22). 

In Clonagoose cemetery lie the 
ruins of the old parochial church. 
Many of the inscriptions here as in 
other cemeteries relate to the 
different crises which affected 
Ireland through the ages. The Rising 
of 1798, the Famine which was at its 
worst from 1845 to 1850 and the 
Epidemic of influenza which was 
raging after the First World War. 
The oldest monumental inscription is 
that of Daniell Egan (Tombstone No. 
114) dated 1717. 

The old parochial church is also in 
ruins in Kiltennel. An ancient 
baptismal font can be seen inside the 
walls. The consecration of the church 
by Dr. Edmund Byrne, Archbishop 
of Dublin took place in 1709. Among 
those buried in Kiltennel is a 
Lieutenant Stone who was killed in 
Rathanna by the insurgents of 1798, 
(Tombstone No. 12). The oldest 
monumental inscription is that of 
James Cudhey (Tombstone No. 75) 
dated 1710. 
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found the burial place of the 
Shannon's of Knockroe (Tombstone 
No. 180) who were killed by German 
Bombers in their home on the first of 
January, 1941. The oldest 
monumental inscription is that of 
John McDonald (Tombstone No. 63) 
dated 1830. The church is dedicated 
to St. f'ortchern, it replaced an older 
church which was in use up to 1886 of 
which only the gable remains. 

The church in Killedmond was 
built by one of the Bagnal family. The 
English forces had a barracks in 
Killedmond during the 1798 Rising. 
Some of the stones from the building 
are on the site where it stood. The 
oldest monumental inscription 
readable in the cemetery is to John 
Little (Tombstone No. 91) dated 
1782. 

At the entrance to Ballymurphy is 
a grotto, centred in it is a monument 
to the men and women who fought 
and some who died in the fight for 
Irish Freedom 1916-1922. (Tombstone 
No. 22) in the cemetery marks the 
burial place of two such men, the 
Farrell brothers. Although they were 
not members of the LR.A. they were 
shot and bayoneted together by 
British Forces whilst employed on 
their father's farm at Mullanagown. 
This incident occurred when the 
British Forces with the Black & Tans 
attacked a Column of the Carlow 

Ancient stone cross at St. Mullins. 
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Ruins of the old church in Kiltennel. 

Battalion who were awaiting further 
orders there. Also buried in 
Ballymurphy (Tombstone No. 289) 
are the five Neil brothers who were 
killed during the 1798 Rising. 

Not far from Ballymurphy in the 
townsland of Tinnacarrig is a small 
cemetery called Kilcullen. There is 
only one inscribed headstone in it, 
that of Richard Dooley dated 1777. 
We have been told that it was mainly 
a Famine Graveyard where rough 
stones and trees are all that mark the 
graves. 

Although we have not yet 
completed our research in the 
Paulstown/Goresbridge area we 
have recorded a few interesting 
inscriptions. In Shankill cemetery 
within the ruins is a vault to the 
memory of Elizabeth Aylward dated 
1708. In Goresbridge cemetery 
beside the church there is a headstone 
to the memory of a father, mother 
and son who were Jost in the wreck of 

The Irish Language 
in Carlow 
Letter to the Editor of 

The Nationalist & Leinster Times, /898 

Dear Sir, 
It is strange the disgraceful apathy which exists in 

Carlow and district with regard to the gallant struggle 
being waged for the preservation of the Irish language 
as the National language of Ireland. The people or' 
Carlow, lay and cleric, seem to be sunk in profound 
slumber with regard to this great question. Every 
little question, no matter what its interest to Irishmen, 
has its advocation in this town, while they seem to 
shun this greatest of questions as if it were a plague. 

Let them remember that if the Irish language is 
allowed to perish the life of the Irish Nation as a 
separate nation ceases. Let them remember also that 
with the Irish people of the present generation rests 
the honour of saving or the disgrace of losing the 
Gaelic language. It is a disgrace to the town of Carlow 
that a class of even ten cannot be got together on any 
night. Throughout Europe at the present time every 
scholar of any note possesses a knowledge of the Irish 
language, and in all the great universities of the world 
there are chai rs of Irish. And surely when these men 
take up the study of Irish surely men living in the 
heart of holy Ireland , the land of saints and sages, will 
not be more backward. If the Irish language is 
allowed to die the Irish people as a separate nation 

the ship Pomona on the Blackwater 
bank in 1859. The surname on this 
headstone is Pendergast. Another 
headstone which records people lost 
in the same incident is Lalor's of 
Janville. 

The above research was carried out 
by St. Mullins Muintir na Tire 
Historical Research Project Team. 
Their publications to date are:-

S t. Mullins/St. Michael's 
Tombstone Inscriptions. Co. Carlow 
Tombstone Inscriptions which 
includes:-

Ballicopagan Cemetery, Kiltennel 
Cemetery, Clonagoose Cemetery and 
the New Cemetery Borris. 

A future publication which will be 
available will include:-

Ballymurphy Cemetery, Kilcullen 
Cemetery, Rathanna Cemetery and 
Killedmond Cemetery. 

The Paulstown/Goresbridge 
Cemeteries will be published at a 
later date . 

cannot long exist. With its departure.most of the Irish 
games, customs, and aspirations shall depart, and the 
powerful wave of anglicization having nothing to 
stem its course will gradually force its way into the 
very heart of the country, and Ireland will become a 
mere English province. Preserve the Irish language 
and you take the most effectual means of stemming 
this torrent of anglicization and thus preserve the 
Irish Nation . 

- Yours etc., in the cause of the Irish language, 
M. O'Hanrahan. 

TO ARCHITECTS 

A committee having been 
appointed at the last assizes to 
receive plans and estimates not 
exceeding £7,000 for a new Court 
House at Carlow give notice that 
they are ready to receive the same 
sealed up directed to their 
Secretary, Dudley Hill, Esq., at 
Carlow, on or before the 1st 
October. 
Carlow, 17th July, 1818. H. Bruen. 

- Carlow Morning Post 231711818. 
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Museum Report 
A !though statistics prove that the 

Sunday afternoon family car 
outings from Dublin and other 
neighbouring towns which for the 
previous couple of years seemed to 
be coming a way of life, this year 
showed that the recession and the 
high price of petrol have cut down a 
lot on that way of life. 

This has been reflected in a 
decrease in the attendance in our 
Museum; we miss not alone their 
business but also their compliments 
and satisfaction after a visit, at 
having got such a peep into the way 
their parents and grandparents had 
to live with such primitive conditions. 

The Forge, Kitchen and Dairy 
space get the most acclaim, however 
we look to the future with 
anticipation and hope that those 
good days will return again. 

We had several exhibitions 
towards the end of last year. The first 
was to commemorate the founding of 
the G.A.A. - this was very well 
mounted and contained an overflow 
of photos of Carlow and 
Graiguecullen clubs, a lot of valuable 
Cups and Medals and a separate case 
of Eddie Keher's (Kilkenny star for 
many years) valuable trophies all 
evoked great attention and interest. 

Our thanks are due to Leo 
McGough for his trojan work in 
obtaining such an overflow of such 
valuable material and displaying it so 
well. 

The next one was for William 
Dargan, first builder of Irish 
Railways and born in Ballyhide. It 
was to celebrate "150 years of Irish 
Railways" - and also for John 
Tyndall, the great scientist who was 
born in Leighlinbridge. As it was held 
in Christmas week the attendance 
was most disappointing. Our 
sympathy goes to the promoters of 
such a good exhibition. 

The Rowing Club were preparing 
also to put on an exhibiti.on in 
connection with their usual Whit 
Weekend Regatta of all the trophies 
they had won over the years but the 
National Executive for some reason 
gave the date, which had been 
Carlow's for many years, to another 
Rowing Club. As a result Carlow 
didn't stage a Regatta last year but 
competed as usual at other Regattas, 
which meant that their exhibition 
had to be postponed to a future date. 
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It was a great disappointment to all 
concerned. 

We had our usual Flag Day 
collection during the year, it proved 
to be most successful and the 
proceeds will provide funds for 
needed improvements. 

We appointed a registrar cum 
caretaker under the Manpower 
Scheme; he has proved to be most 
satisfactory and takes a great interest 
in trying to improve the general 
layout of all the exhibits. We would 
like to take this opportunity in 
congratulating the members of 
Tullowphelim Heritage Society on 
their courage in starting their own 
Museum and to reiterate our 
willingness to co-operate with them 
wherever possible for its success. We 
wish them well also with their recent 
publication OGHAM and hope it 
makes a good impact. 

Acquisitions were on a low scale, 
the most valuable being a Food Bowl 

and some Rush Light holders from 
Mrs. E. Brophy, Holloden on behalf 
of the O'Grady family; the food bowl 
is approx. 2,000 years old and was 
discovered in a field near Wells, 
Bagenalstown by Col. P. D. Vigors, a 
noted historian and archaeologist in 
1884. 

A silver buckle, a ring and other 
decorative articles were presented by 
Martin Monks. An interesting 
donation by Paddy Purcell was a 
collection of brass tokens used by the 
sporting gentry in the last century, in 
an attempt to thwart highwaymen 
from robbing them of their guineas 
on their way to or returning from card 
games or other sporting events. 

All in all the future of our Museum 
seems to be established firmly on a 
fair course and to continue serving 
the town and rural area as a popular 
amenity for locals and visitors for 
many years to come. 

Alec Burns. 

As we watch the progress of the new road bridge being built to by-pass 
Leighlinbridge, the ballad by E. J. J., Pan-Celtic Society, and printed in 
The Nationalist & Leinster Times in 1889 will be of interest. 

King Cormac O'Cuillenan 
Near to the city of Leighlin, on the opposite side of the river 
Stands a hill, called the "Hill of the King" - Dunree - of King 

Cormac O'Cuillenan; 
He was the King of Munster, of the race of the mighty 

MacCaura, Saint and Archbishop, too - triple the honours 
that crowned him. 

Here it is commonly said he was slain, but his beautiful body 
Bleeding from many a wound, was carried away into Cashel -
Cashel, called ("of the) Kings", and placed in a special chapel; 
Tho' he had willed in his will, that he would be laid in his Abbey. 
The Abbey "Cloyne of the Caves", which the best of the blood of 

Erin 
Had marked for his resting place; he, the founder, a holy Bishop, 
Enjoying such power with God, that all souls having dwelt in 

the bodies 
Buried under that sod, would ne'er be adjudged to damnation. 
Slain he was by the Lacies - Cormac the Hospitable! 
And in memory of that foul deed comes never a man from 

Munster-
Never a Munster man to the Pass of the Bridge at Leighlin, 
But casts a stone at their Castle - Black Castle - that 

stands at the Bridge-foot, 
The Bridge that crosses the Barrow, and cries as he flings the 

pebble-
Cries with a loud bitter curse, when it crashes, "Remember 

Cormac!"* 
• In Bishop Comerford's "Collection" this incident is recorded, but instead of"Dunree" we 

read "Benree". 



St. Anne's Church, Athy Road, Carlow 

Interior of St. Anne's Church, A thy Road. Carlow. which was erected to commemorate the victory of Colonel Henry 
Bruen in the Parliamentary Election of 1841. (See Carloviana 1963). The photograph was presented to County 

Carlow Museum in memory of John and Amy Fitzroy, Court View, Carlow. 

THE following anecdote about St. Anne's 
Church is gleaned from the files of The 
Nationalist & Leinster Times for 1889:-

"The Bruen testimonial church is pronounced 
by all competent authorities to be one of the most 
perfect pieces of architecture in Ireland, and few 
know the first sermon preached within its walls 
was by the late Cardinal McCabe when he was 
P.P. of Francis Street, Dublin. 

"At the time the church was finished , but not 
dedicated, Father McCabe was in Carlow 

marrying a near and dear friend of his. After the 
ceremony he wished to see the public buildings of 
the town. 

"A few friends undertook to be his guides. He 
praised some of the buildings very much, but the 
new church as it was then called, delighted him; 
after a very careful inspection of the entire 
building, he got into the pulpit , and no sooner 
was he there than his guides became seated, he 
took the hint, and for fifteen minutes delivered 
one of the nicest discourses ever listened to". 
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A young missionary Brother, writing to his mother, describes his journey to Colombo, 
Ceylon* in 1900. Brother Aloysius of Mary was James Doyle of Lacken, Borris. 

A Journey To Ceylon 

My dear mother:-

Brothers House, 
Mutual , 

Colombo, 
19 Sept. , 1900. 

We took our departure from 
Castletown on Sunday, the 19th of 
August, 1900. We were accompanied 
to the Station House by our Dear 
Brother Visitor , three Brothers, 
Directors, and all the scholastics. We 
took the train at 3.30 a.m., and 
arrived at Kingstown at 7 o'clock 
p.m. Two of our Brothers met us at 
Kingsbridge , who congratulated us 
on the occasion. 

We were carried on a tram from 
that place to Westlandrow Station, 
and from thence we departed at 6.15 
for Kingstown, the mail packet 
station for Holyhead, accompanied 
by one of the Brothers who met us at 
Kingsbridge. We were carried on the 
top of the trams, and by this means 
could see a large portion of the City. 
We had two hours of a delay at 
Kingstown, during which time we 
admired very much the little seaport 
town. We were delighted to behold 
the sea, boats, and the dimensions of 
the quay, together with the 
construction of the boat we sailed in, 
as well as the houses built on the 
margin of the landscape, which could 
be seen on both north and south for a 
considerable distance. 

Pleasant voyage 
of five hours 

Departing from Kingstown at 9 
o'clock, the evening was calm and the 
sea quite still. We had a pleasant 
voyage for five hours across the Irish 
Sea, which our dear Brothers 
appreciated very much. We took a 
nice substantial supper at 9 o'clock, 
in the real old Irish style. We 
remained most of the time on deck, 
enjoying ourselves talking about the 
merry we were enjoying. 

We reached Holyhead at 12 
o'clock, and took the train 
instantiously for London, a distance 
of three hundred miles. 

As we advanced towards London, 

* Now Sri Lanka. 
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John and Darby Doyle, Lacken, nephews of 
the author of this article, and to whom we 
are indebted for permission to use the 

manuscript. 

some of our company fell asleep, and 
more kept awake. The train stopped 
only at three stations between 
Holyhead and London, namely, 
Chester, Crewe and Rugby. 

I was very glad to notice daylight 
ensuing at 3 o'clock, in order to have 
a view at the mineral district of 
England, through which I was 
passing. The corn crops from Chester 
to London were miserable and 
almost unproductive and these were 
the only crops I saw in England. 
Between rocking and joulting, we 
arrived at Euston Station, London , 
at 8 o'clock a.m., August 20th. 

On our arrival, we met Brother 
George, which we appreciated very 
much , and he received us with the 
spirit of an Irishman, but with the 
compliments and politeness of an 
Englishman. We were carried in two 
cabs up to the Brothers House, where 
we took some refreshment after our 
Journey. 

At 9.30 a.m., we went to see the 
City, accompanied by Brother 
Eulogius, from Paulstown, Kilkenny. 
He brought us to some of the 
principal parts of the metropolis, 
namely:- Parliament House, 
Museum, Westminster Abbey, the 
new Cathedral, London Bridge, and 
to many other fancy places. 

We left London at 9.15 on Monday 
night , and got down to New Haven a 
few hours after, from thence we took 
the boat for Dieppe, a town on the 
coast of France, where we arrived at 
4.20 a.m. 

On leaving Dieppe that morning, 
we had sufficient light to view the 
French country. It has been 
economically cultivated and planted 
down with a miscellaneous variety of 
agricultural crops. We saw the grapes 
growing luxuriantly in the gardens 
and fields trained in various forms . 
France is fairly well wooded with 
pretty trees, but its fields and road
boundaries have very few ditches. 

Remained in Paris 
for two days 

We arrived in Paris at 8 o'clock on 
Tuesday morning. On our arrival, we 
met Brother Peter, who conducted us 
to the Mother House, where we were 
kindly entertained by all the 
Brothers. 

We remained at Paris for two days, 
during which time they entertained 
us with all the best luxury which Paris 
could produce. We had free access· 
through all parts of the Monastery, 
particularly the chapel, classrooms, 
halls, refectories, gardens, play
grounds, and the various workshops. 

Nearly all the Brothers are 
teaching, except some who are 
smiths, shoe-makers, plumbers, 
cooks, tailors, and Refectorians, etc. 
There are two hundred little novices 
under sixteen years oid, 200 senior 
novices under twenty, 250 
scholastics, a good deal of old 
Brothers, whose business it is to tend 
to all the necessaries of the House, 
besides all those who are teaching. 

We spent one day viewing the 
Exhibition, where we saw a multitude 
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world. The English, French, 
Canadians, Indians, Dutch, 
Germans, and Australians could be 
classified preeminently. The English 
took several gold medals and 
honorable prizes for their powerful 
iron-works and machinery of every 
description. The Indians were 
exhibiting their long remembered 
swords, guns and pick-axes, and 
several praiseworthy mineral 
products. The Indians we saw were 
well educated and knew our house in 
Ceylon. 

During our second day in Paris, we 
visited the most important parts of 
the City, such as the cathedral and 
Irish Church, where we went to 
confession; the grave of Napoleon; 
and the Triumphal Arch built by 
Napoleon. This Arch is about five 
hundred feet over the level of the 
City, from which we had a fine view 
in all directions as far as the eye could 
see. Its streets are lined on both sides 
with a species of sycamore trees , 
which gives a very pleasant shade to 
the people underneath. 

Before leaving, we were supplied 
with light clothing for India. We left 
Paris on Thursday at 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon. We travelled to Marseilles 
in an express train, this being a 
journey of five hundred miles. On our 
way, we passed by Lyons, one of the 
largest Cities in France. Lyons is the 
centre of the vine and wine trades. I 
proposed to take a toast of Bordeux 
wine in honour of Our Country, and 
the friends we left at home; this idea· 
was unanimously agreed up-on and 
quickly executed. 

Highest mountain 
in Europe 

We saw the Alps Mountains and 
Mount Blanc, which is the highest in 
Europe. I noticed that the rocks and 
steepy hill side were very productive 
and growing grapes and I 00 different 
crops in astonishing profusion. This 
is not the case in Ireland, for the 
rocks are only able to grow ferns, 
furze and heath. 

We saw the fields laid down under 
many strange sorts of vegetables, in 
beds as well shaped as the flower beds 
opposite Mr. Littles hall door. 

We arrived in Marseilles, an 
important sea-port town in the south 
of France, after 20 hours in the above 
mentioned express train. Our 
Brothers have seven houses there, 
namely, a scholasticate, Novitiate, a 
large boarding school, and three ur 
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A modern container ship passing through the Suez Canal. 
Photo: Courtesy Embassy of" the Arab Republic of" Egypt, Dublin. 

four communities. We remained at 
the boarding school, where we were 
kindly entertained during the four 
days we remained. There were five 
hundred and sixty Brothers here in 
Retreat for eight days. We had a nice 
time traversing its streets in the tram 
cars, and viewing its numerous build
ings. We had only to mind ourselves 
and had no care or charge of 
anything, and on this account we had 
much pleasure. Br. Peter took charge 
of our luggage. We saw two Irish 
Brothers here and they associated 
with us as much as possible, so eleven 
of us made a good group. We could 
speak as much as we pleased about 
the French and Spanish Brothers and 
they could not understand our 
language. Some of us knew their 
language well, so we explained to 
each other what they were saying. 
Bro. Peter, our chief head, spent four 
years in Paris, studying the French 
language and other subjects. We 
made a pilgrimage to the Church of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, 
which is situated on a steep rock on 
the south edge of the City. 

The Labourers here raised a great 
strike for a bigger pay, and did not 
settle until they got six francs a day, 
this being equal to a crown in English 
money. Hundreds of them walked 
about the City whilst the sailors and 
soldiers had to load and empty the 
ships. After receiving a crown a day, 

they totally refused to work on 
Sundays, which is a common thing in 
France. 

We left Marseilles at 2 o'clock 
Thursday, 29th August, and arrived 
at Port Said, a town in Egypt, on 
Tuesday, the 4th Sept. , at 11 o'clock. 
We saw several crowds of blacks 
filling the ships with coal , which they 
carried up along a plank in baskets 
and descended down by another for a 
fresh supply. They are hardy and 
laborious, with teeth as white as 
ivory, and you could hear them 
bawling seven miles away from the 
seaport. This shouting was supposed 
to lighten the labour and pass the 
time. We saw a lot of ships here and 
met a good deal going home, they 
were chiefly English, French and 
German. 

Entered the 
Suez Canal 

We saw French, Mahomedens, 
Greeks, Italians, Americans, 
Indians, Armenians, Jews, Danes, 
Blacks, Whites and Tawneys, 
Chinese, Japanese and Turks, etc., 
etc.; this being the town where the 
whole tribes of every nation meet. It 
is a very bad, corrupt place. 

Leaving Port Said, we immediately 
entered the Suez Canal, it was only 40 
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some places along it for ships to draw 
up, in order to let others pass. Its 
banks are pure fine sand, and are 
nearly on a level with the water. No 
house or vegetation can be seen with 
the exception of a guard house 
several miles apart. Its waters are of a 
greenish colour and its surface is as 
smooth as a spirit level. The sun is 
getting hotter and hotter as we 
advance south. 

The Blacks on the banks of the 
Canal follow us for money and 
biscuits, which we cast into the water 
in order to see them swimming and 
diving, a work which costs them very 
little trouble. They are not entirely 
wild, but to you or me they would 
appear so, for they can run and jump 
like a deer or antelope. 

Since Adam 
was a boy 

After leaving the Canal, we entered 
the Red Sea, which is always hot, but 
excessively so during the Summer and 
Autumn. Looking at its dry, sandy, 
parched shores, a person could safely 
say that there never grew a plant or 
shrub on it since Adam was a boy. 
The sun was shining perpendicularly 
on the vessel during this part of our 
voyage, with its all powerful rays of 
heat. Brother Peter warned and 
explained the sad results that might 
ensue by exposing ourselves to the 
sun. White men cannot expose 
themselves to the sun in this part of 
the world, unless they want to be sun 
stricken; for the black it is quite 
natural, because he is exposed to it 
since he left his mother's lap, besides 
their skulls are as thick as firestones. 
All the passengers which were on 
deck or elsewhere were sweating 
excessively, and I sweated sitting 
down snugly in my easy chair; but 
what think you of the firemen 
underneath, in the body of the ship, 
where very little air can be obtained? 
There was twelve men feeding her the 
whole time; these were replaced by 
others, but each man in turn got four 
hours on and eight off. After four 
hours work, they had to be dragged 
up by rope, because they were not 
able to stand or walk up the stairs. 
We were on this hot Red Sea for four 
days; it was very smooth and calm, 
and our ship swam along just nicely. 
Our passengers were constantly 
talking of the immense heat, more 
especially these that were fat. 

When we got to the end of the Red 
Sea, we made a delay of fourteen 
hours , in order to inhale a breath or 
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cool enough, as also to load tour 
hundred tons of coal, to drive us over 
the Great Indian Ocean to Ceylon, 
this being a distance of two thousand 
four hundred miles. Before starting, 
we saw the Blacks diving for money. 
The passengers let francs, shillings, 
and pence fall in the water, and the 
Blacks sprang thirty feet down to the 
water and dived until they caught the 
money in their hands; when they 
came up they showed us the coin, and 
then placed it in their mouth, for this 
was the only pocket they had. A piece 
of calico, tied around their hips and 
not reaching to their knees, being all 
the clothing they wore on the entire 
corporation. The most of these poor 
fellows don't know a thing about 
religion. 

Leaving the Red Sea, we still had 
six days to sail to Colombo, of which 
the first three the Ocean was rolling 
the ship from side to side in such a 
way that the masts, which should be 
straight over our heads, were almost 
ducking in the water. You should 
take good care of yourself or else you 
could be cast 20 yards from side to 
side every five minutes; but at the 
same time we had no reason to think 
of shipwreck, because our ship was 
sound and new. It was made to 
endure the storm and swelling waves, 
as well as the sunshine and calm tide. 

A woman, aged sixty, died on the 
Indian Ocean, after sailing only 24 
hours; she was kept one day on 
board, and buried in a coffin loaded 
with weights, in order to sink it. A 
Bishop and Brother Peter said 
prayers over her as she descended 
slowly into the Ocean; the ship went 
easy on this occasion, in order to 
respect the corpse, so burial at sea is 
not as bad as some imagine. 

Description of 
the ship 

Our ship "Laos" is as long as from 
the Cross of Lackey to the Bridge of 
Rosdillig and four times the width of 
the Road, the dykes included. It has 
two decks the whole length, and two 
rows of cabins underneath them. It 
can travel sixteen miles an hour, and 
consume sixty tons of coal every day. 
It was built two and one-half years 
ago, and can carry thirteen thousand 
tons of passengers and cargo. It has a 
double glass, circular, brass bound 
window in each cabin; different 
cabins are intended to accommodate 
one, two, three or four persons, as the 
case may be. The soldiers were placed 
in the rear, the sailors behind, with 

was allowed to go where he hked, 
from the mast top above to the cabins 
below. This ship "Laos" belongs to 
the Royal Navy of France, and in 
case of necessity can be used as a 
war-ship. It would be too long for me 
to enter into minute details about 
each part of it which I examined. 

Glass of seven 
year old whiskey 

We took tea, cocoa or coffee after 
arising, and we got up whenever we 
pleased. At 11 o'clock, we took 
breakfast, during which we got 
twelve different courses of dishes, 
containing three sorts of meat, two 
kinds of fishes, four sorts of 
vegetables, three sorts of fruit, two 
kinds of biscuits, plenty of bread and 
well cooked potatoes, two kinds of 
wine - white and red - and a glass 
of whiskey seven years old to crown 
the whole. 

List is not 
exaggerated 

At one we took some bread, meat, 
wine and biscuits for lunch . At four 
we took tea for lunch. At eight we 
took supper, and this was very little 
changed from what we got at 
breakfast. We took some milk or tea 
at nine before retiring. This list is not 
exaggerated, and I assure you I took 
my part every time. I was not sick for 
24 hours during the whole voyage, 
thank God. 

I will now say good bye, dear 
mother , and don't forget 
remembering me to Brother Patrick. 

I remain, my very dear mother, 
Your affectionate son, 

Bro. Aloysius of Mary. 

N.B. Don't forget to write soon. 

One of the old inns in Carlow was 
known as the 

"THE FOUR ALLs" 
On the sign over the door were 
representations of four personages 
who play an important part in 
society, each having a motto 
printed over his head:- Soldier -
"I fight for all"; Clergyman - "I 
pray for all"; Doctor - "I cure 
all"; Farmer - "Aye faith, and I 
pay for all". 



Up to a few years ago this sign was to be seen on a building in Burrin St. 
Photo: Courtesy Paddy Godfrey. 

THE LION'S TALE 
One of the many inns which existed in Carlow during the horse transport era-was called 
The Yellow Lion in Burrin Street. An amusing story is told in connection with the 
repainting of the inn's signboard some time in the 1800s. 

I T seems that a travelling artist 
named "Michael Angelo" came to 

Carlow in the 1800s looking for 
work. He arrived at the Yellow Lion 
inn and noticing that the signboard 
was weather beaten, old , and faded, 
the lion being only a ghost of its 
former self, offered to renew the sign. 

The proprietor consented to 
employ him, but being a hard fisted , 
penurious man, he haggled for a long 
time over the price of the work to be 
executed. 

The artist, being hard-up, as a last 
resource , to gain a little additional 
money out of his crusty patron, he 
urged that he be allowed to represent 
the lion as chained to a pillar, with a 
gilt chain around his neck, and as 
gold leaf was then very dear, he asked 
that an additional item of £2 would 
be added to the bill originally agreed 
on. 

This proposal was cut short by the 
proprietor saying, "I don't want such 
tomfoolery, paint the lion as he had 
been painted before or give up the 
job". 

The artist, now seeing it was 
useless to appeal to the generosity of 
his crusty patron, consented to do the 
job. As there was no stipulation as to 
whether the work was to be done in 
oil or distemper colours he (the artist) 
made up his mind to pay his 
employer off with his own scanty 
coin. 

The signboard was taken down, 
the artist went to work, and produced 
a lion which Landseer might.not be 
ashamed of, much to the satisfaction 
of the proprietor. 

When all was ready, it was hung up 
over the door. It was noticed that on 
the evening of that day, the artist, 
having been paid for his work, made 
a rather precipitate retreat from the 
town in the Kilkenny direction, much 
to the surprise of people who told 
him that there was a chance of more 
work when people about town would 
come to see his superior artistic 
powers. 

That night proved to be a 
remarkably wet one, the rain pouring 
down in torrents. Next morning a 

droughty customer entered the inn 
and after being served asked, "Where 
is the lion?", "Oh", replied the 
proprietor, "several people have been. 
asking me that while the painter was 
doing up the sign; you haven't looked 
up to see the splendid job he has 
made of it; we hung it up yesterday 
morning". "Yes, I have looked up", 
replied the customer", and have seen 
nothing to admire. The board, no 
doubt is there but the lion is gone, 
there's no lion on that board, I'd 
swear". 

The proprietor stepped out, and to 
his amazement and chagrin, the truth 
of the intimation was revealed to him. 
The lion had completely 
disappeared; there wasn't even the 
faintest trace of a fragment of paw, 
mane, fangs or tail left, he had gone 
glimmering through the dream of 
things that were. 

It was now discovered that the 
artist had fraudulently used water or 

• Continued on page 20 
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CORK 800 
By Patrick Holohan, Hon. Secretary Cork Historical and Archaelogical Society. 

W HEN did Cork receive its first 
Charter? Some say 1185, others 

put it four years later. Mr. A. F. 
O'Brien in an article in the Special 
Cork 800 number of the Cork 
Historical and Archaeological 
Society's Journal, date the Charter to 
c.1189 and can state with certainty 
only that it must be dated sometime 
between 1185 and 1199. He 
emphasises however, that "the 
precise date of the charter is very 
much less important than its 
content". Cork Corporation in 
opting for 1185 took much the same 
chronologically broad view and 
decided that the actual celebration of 
Cork 800 was more important than 
getting the year right. 

Cork Corporation set up a Cork 
800 Committee well in advance. A 
programme of events was organised 
and if some of those events would 
have taken place anyway, no one 
would quibble at their coming under 
the 800 umbrella. An amazing variety 
of events has entertained the citizens 
since the year was inaugurated by 
President Hillery last January. 
Possibly the most enjoyable for 
children and adults alike was the 
carnival held in the city centre in 
September when the area was given 
over to clowns, story tellers, puppet 
theatres and a specially erected fun 
fair. 

Old Carlow 
Society 

Scarcely a week went by that the 
city did not welcome a convention, a 
meeting of the board of directors of a 
leading company or a semi-state 
body. We were ourselves pleased to 
welcome such groups as the Old 
Dublin Society and the Old Carlow 
Society. 

True, there was controversy -
about the visits of foreign warships to 
the port - and there were some 
complaints that the Corkonian in the 
street didn't get much of a look-in. 
Those complaints, however, must 
have been silenced by the street 
carnival and, indeed, by the Jazz 
Festival which is enlivening the city 
as I write. There were disappointments, 
most notably the cancellation due to 
fog of a most elaborate air display. 
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In common with other 
organisations, the Cork Historical 
and Archaeological Society gladly 
supported the celebrations. It 
arranged a series of free public 
lectures, each by a well-known 
authority, on the city's past. Titles 
included "Housing and Planning in 
Cork in the Nineteenth Century", 
"The Story of the Theatre in Cork", 
"Early Christianity in the Cork 
Area", "Cork through French Eyes 
in the Nineteenth Century", "The 
Mayoralty of Cork", "The Medieval 
Archaeology of Cork City", "John 
Redmond and Cork Politics" and 
"The Problem of St. Finbarr". 

Special issue 
of journal 

The Council of the Society, 
however, wished to mark the year 
that's in it by issuing a special Journal 
devoted to topics of Cork city 
interest. With the generous help of 
Cork Corporation, UCC and Cork 
County Council, the Society has 
produced a splendid issue which 
fittingly commemorate the charter 
celebrations. The Editor, Mr. 
Diarmaid 6 Murchadha, has 
assembled articles within the pages of 
the Journal which deal with the 
several ancient settlements now 
encompassed by the County 
Borough. Contributors write about 
the monastic settlement of St. 
Finbarr's Abbey, the as yet 
somewhat shadowy Viking 
settlement, the Anglo-Norman 
settlement, and the eighteenth 
century city. The Gaelic tradition is 
represented by an article on 
Diarmaid Mac Carthaigh, King of 
Cork, who was killed by the 
Normans in 1185 and by an 
examination of early nineteenth 
century Cork poems in Irish. This 
Special Cork 800 Journal was 
launched at a reception attended by 
the Deputy Lord Mayor and by the 
President of UCC. It has attracted 
the warmest praise and is already on 
the way to becoming a collector's 
item. The Journal is available at 
£13.50 post free, from Mary 
FitzGerald, Public Museum, 
Fitzgerald Park, Cork. (I must add 
that as well as producing an 

outstanding Journal, Mr. 6 
Murchadha has also recently 
published Family Names of County 
Cork, the fruit of many years of 
genealogical research). 

Cork 800 has meant a lot to the city 
financia lly, giving a much needed 
boost to its morale and economy. 
Our Society has noted with the 
greatest satisfaction that the 
celebrations have strengthened the 
interest of the citizens in the city's 
historical and archaeological 
heritage and fostered a deeper 
awareness of the importance of_ the 
urban environment. This is probably 
Cork 800's most valuable legacy. 

Finally, may I say how pleased we 
were that Cumann Seanda 
Cheatharloch enjoyed its trip to our 
southern capital and send its 
members the Cork Historical and 
Archaeological Society's best wishes 
for the future. 

The Lion's 
Tale 

• Continued from page 19 
distemper colours, which were liable 
to be washed away if exposed to wet 
or damp. 

The proprietor issued legal 
proceedings against the artist, 
pursued him to Kilkenny, and had 
him conveyed in custody back to 
Carlow, where he was brought up 
before the magistrates on a charge of 
fraud. 

When there he ably defended 
himself and convulsed the court by 
pleading that, from the penuriousness 
of his employer, who refused to allow 
him to chain the lion with a gold 
chain to a pillar, the animal had made 
his escape; that it wasn't he (the 
artist) that should be in the dock, but 
the employer for criminal neglect in 
leaving a wild beast at large, and that, 
perhaps, the lion had gone away with 
his prey - some of the customers, 
maybe - and requested that the 
justices would kindly tell the police to 
institute inquiries if anyone had been 
missing. 

Anyway, he turned the table on the 
proprietor and was discharged from 
custody scatheless, 
From the files of 

The Nationalist & Leins/er Times. 



Last days of Bridewell Lane, photographed by the late Donal Godfrey. 

Tom Mulhall, on the threshold of becoming an Octogenarian, recounts memories of his 
neighbours in Bridewell Lane to Alec Burns. 

Bridewell Lane revisited 
0 N entering from Potato Market 

the firs t house facing us was the 
McGraths, they kept a busy little 
sweet shop and had a son and 
daughter. Shaws was next, the father 
saw service in the Boer and First 
World War. He was a member of the 
Connaugbt Rangers, his son Paddy 
had part of one hand damaged in the 
1914-191 8 war. Some of the family 
still live up in J .K.L. Ave. After them 
was the house where Tom's family 
lived. They had five sons and seven 
daughters , the most notable being 
Annie , who married Louis Dalton, 
he had his own stage show. It proved 
a good combination until bis death. 
Annie was well-known for the good 
part she played as "Minnie" in the 
"Riordans" TV show, which was 
popular for years on RTE. 

Bill Gaffney lived in the next 
house. He was by trade a Thatcher 
and got great demand for his services. 
After that was the Finn family , some 
of whom lost their lives in the First 

World War. Next was a family 
nameu Tierney. They moved to 
Wales during the War 1914-1918 and 
never returned. 

John and Nannie Deere occupied 
the next house. They had a small 
family. Paddy Devine and his wife 
lived in the following house. Murt 
Lennon and his family were the next 
neighbours. They had several herbal 
cures for ailments and it was a 
common sight to see many country 
people coming on Sundays to get the 
herbal cures. 

Jack Byrne, who was a carpenter 
in Thompsons, occupied the next 
house with his family and after that 
was the Corcoran family. They had a 
son who was popularly known as the 
"Butcher" . Bill Brennan occupied 
the next house. Old Carlovians will 
remember his wife who was a 
laundress in the Presentation 
Convent for many years. 

Paddy Lynch and his wife lived 
beside them. Andy Doyle and his 

family lived beside them. Their 
nickname was "Giblets". The sons, 
although small, were good 
footballers. The family was very 
popular. Three small two-storied 
houses came next. The first one was 
occupied by the Hayden family, all of 
whom were good musicians. They 
followed the bakery trade. Next was 
the Quigley family, some of whom 
were bakers also. They were all very 
fond of fishing and were also musical. 
Some of the sons were good 
footballers. The last house was 
occupied by another Geoghegan 
family, some of whom worked in 
responsible jobs in Thompsons. We 
now cross to the opposite side of the 
street. Willie Kirwan lived in the first 
house. He worked all his life in 
McDonnells as van driver. Next one, 
Lundy McDonnell and his wife lived 
in it. He was an ex-soldier, his wife a 
dressmaker. After them lived Mattie 
Redmond who was a Potato Factor, 

·-having his store in Potato Market 
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was very fond of using snuff. A 
nephew of his was a Priest in the 
Liverpool diocese and used spend 
some of his holidays in the Lane. 

Mary Murphy and her son lived in 
the next house. He was a farrier in the 
Army, a great whistler and was 
known as the "Gurk Murphy" . The 
Moran family occupied the next 
house. Some of the sons joined the 
Army. All of the family have passed 
on except Billy who lives in Paire 
Mhuire. He was a great footballer. 

The Williamsons were next. 
Despite the fact of having a large 
family, their mother, who baked 
every day, would think nothing of 
cutting the cakes in two to pass on to 
any of her less fortunate neighbours. 

As there were several Williamsons 
in the area she always used 
"Fountain House" as her address 
because the Public Fountain was.. 
close to her. 

Clarkes was the next house. He 
was an ex-soldier. After them was 
Shortalls, their mother was in great 
demand as she was a very proficient 
"feather plucker", preparing turkeys 
and other foul especially at 
Christmas time. 

Last burial 
in Old Graves 

The next family Tom remembers 
well was the Reas as he married one 
of them. The father was an Army 
Sergeant but died young. The mother 
was the last person to be buried in the 
old graves at ninety years of age. A 
son "Jimma" was one of the best 
footballers ever to don the Carlow 
football jersey. A Mrs. O'Neill lived 
beside them. Her son Jimmy worked 
all his life with Dr. L. Doyle. His 
sister, Bridie, who now lives in Burrin 
Street, is very well-known in the 
town. Right next door was Coffeys. 
Their mother was an aunt of Tom's, 
Berminghams, who occupied the 
next house, were also related to Tom, 
the mother being his grannie. They 
had several sons in the British Army. 
Holdens were next door. After them 
Jim Mulhall and his wife lived next 
door. Kenneallys lived in the next 
house, two brothers who had been in 
the Boer and First World War, a 
sister lived also with them. Paddy 
Haughney, wife and family lived in 
the following house. Some of his sons 
were also good footballers. 

Peter Tobin and his wife resided in 
the next house. John Moore and his 
mother were in the one after that 
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Next came the Walker family. Mrs. 
Walker was a sister of Tom's. They 
had a large family . The eldest son 
Tom "Drakes", was another of 
Carlow's great footballers, he also 
had a large family. 

Right next door was Mr. Brady 
and nephew Martin Trodden was a 
chimney sweep and always was in 
great demand. After that, Mrs. Maher 
lived with a son and daughter. She 
often worked in Braganza as Cook 
for the Bishop. 

Brewery 
Lane 

There were nine houses on both 
sides. The first house was occupied 
by the Trodden family. The father, 
Jack, worked as a Butcher in Olivers , 
Dublin St., until he retired. The 

FOR SALE 

The interest in a plot of ground 
in Bridewell Lane consisting of a 
bacon yard and three dwelling 
houses , held by a lease of lives 
renewable for ever at the yearly 
rent of £18.9.6. 

The interest in a plot of ground 
in Bridewell Lane consisting of a 
dwelling house store and large 
garden held by lease of lives 
renewable for ever at the yearly 
rent of £23 .00. Applications to be 
made to George William 
Anderson or to Richard Wilson, 
Carlow. 

Carlow Sentinel, April 10th, 1841. 

following house was occupied by Mr. 
and Mrs. Pat Byrne. He was an ex
soldier of the 1914-1918 war. Next 
door was Patrick Maher, well-known 
to all and sundry as he had only one 
arm the other was lost in an accident 

·whil~ he was working in Richards 
Foundry, Dublin Road. He was a 
good worker despite his loss and could 

mend a puncture on his bicycle as 
quick and as good as any of his work 
mates. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Geoghegan 
lived in the next house. He was a 
noted fisherman and used play a tin 
whistle and flute outside the door 
regularly for the enjoyment of his 
neighbours . A family named Whelan 
lived next door. He was of the 
Whelan family, Green Lane, who 
made their living by buying and 
selling young pigs. 

Right next door lived Tom Keary 
and his family. He was also an ex
soldier from the 1914-1918 War. The 
following house was occupied by 

House, his wife Winifred was a well
known character in town. The 
Russell family lived in the next house. 
He was a Sergeant in the Army and 
suffered serious wounds which kept 
him in a wheelchair for the remainder 
of his life; his wife was formerly Ciss 
Corcoran, well remembered by many 
old Carlovians. Jack Staunton and 
his family lived next door. He was a 
horse trainer and rode as a jockey 
occasionally. That accounts for the 
nine houses on the left side. 

The first on the other side was 
occupied by Jim Nolan and his wife 
who was accomplished at telling 
fortunes. She was in great demand 
from all and sundry every night to 
know what the future held in store for 
them. Next door was Stephen 
Murphy and his wife. He was an 
unemployed baker and a well-known 
character around town. In the 
following house lived Ned Dwyer 
who worked in the Flour Mills and 
also regaled the neighbours with his 
singing of all the old popular tunes of 
those days and his playing of an 
accordion as accompaniment. The 
family was well-known by the 
nickname of the "Decker" Dwyers . 
After that came the Duicey family. 
All got married and left town. Next 
door was John Corcoran, another of 
the lucky ·ones who came back safe 
from the 1914-1918 War. In the 
following house was John Nolan who 
used play for the O'Hanrahans 
Football Club. His nickname was 
"Cheetah" because he was so fast on 
the field whenever he got the ball. 

Right next door was Tom 
Williamson and his wife. He was 
another ex-soldier. They reared a 
good family there. After them was 
the Hayden family who had three 
sons and daughters, some of whom 
are still living in the town. In the last 
house on that side lived the Begley 
family. He was another severely 
wounded soldier who had to spend 
the remainder of his life in a wicker 
chair outside the door every day. 

Potato 
Market 

The first house was occupied by 
Tom Geoghegan, wife and three 
sons. He was also an ex-soldier and 
worked in Tuomeys for many years. 
In the next one lived a middle aged 
couple named Whelan. In the 
following house lived the Francis 
sisters, Polly and Mary. They were 
very nice· people and well respected. 
The Curran family occupied the next 
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Another Donal Godfrey photograph, looking towards Potato Market, during demolition work and the making of 
Kennedy Avenue. 

house. They worked in Thompsons 
at the fitting business. Right beside 
them was old Bill Murphy and his 
family. They followed the Blacksmith 
trade and had a small forge at the 
back of the house. They worked also 
in Richards Foundry where before 
the age of machine tooled iron every 
item was made in the forge or 
workshop. 

The house with steps was occupied 
by the Wyles family. He was a 
Groom with Captain Thomas 
Belmont, where the Carlow Lodge 
Hotel is now. Next was the first of 
five two-storied houses. It was 
occupied by the Little family. They 
came originally from Dublin. The 
father and one of his sons worked in 
the Nationalist office. He was a born 
leader and great musician and a 
founder member of the Workman's 
Club where he started a brass band 
and dramatic class. He cycled every 
weekend to all the neighbouring 
towns to teach music and start local 
bands. He was a great follower of the 
G.A.A. and also a founder member 
of the O'Hanrahan Football Club. In 
the house next was the Rea family, 
one of whom married an English man 
named Young. They lived there until 
the house was converted into a 
butchers stall. Right next door lived 
Ned Byrne and his wife. He was a 
Millwright in Shackleton's Flour 
Mills. A Miss Dunne lived in the next 
house. It is now occupied by Michael 
Doyle. After that came the Cork 
family, one of them . played 
international hockey for Ir~land 
many times. Some of their relations 

are still in town. Maura Byrne, now 
in London, is the last of the family. 
Alexander Smyth occupied the last 
house where he had a boot shop with 
the entrance from Tullow Street. He 
was succeeded by Poyntons and 
subsequently the present owner 
James Jones. 

Cock Pit 
Lane 

First was Mrs. Farrell and son who 
joined the British Army and was 
killed in the 1914-1918 War. T. 
Kinsella who was nicknamed "Rosser", 
another ex-soldier, lived in the next 
house. The Nolan family lived in the 
third house. Jim was a general 
handyman at repairing houses, one 
of their daughters ran the milk dairy 
in Tullow Street for many years. 

Cock figh ting took place in olden 
times at the rear of Jimmy King's pub 
in the early hours of a Sunday 
morning. If the police arrived, a 
quick get-away was made through 
the back of the houses in Bridewell 
Lane after a . warning from the 
look-outs. 

Where the public toilets are now 
the Council weighing scales stood. It 
was usual to see hundreds of sacks on 
Mondays and Thursdays waiting to 
be weighed by Mr. Rice or "Morsel" 
Farrell weigh-masters. 
. Opposite was a yard owned by 
Peter Byrne who was a Potato 
F&ctor. It is now a private car park 
owned by Frank Tully. 

,Dan Mcl;>onnell had a garage for 

his vans and car. Beside it on a waste 
plot of ground, travelling shows 
often spent weeks there, Purcells 
being the most common users. A 
single private house on the other side 
of it was occupied by the Kearns 
family. At the bottom of Potato 
Market as we turn left the first house 
was occupied by the Kennedy family 
who kept a side car for hire (no taxis 
in those days!). Previous to them 
Mickey Byrne's father ( one of 
Carlow's best known footballers) 
carried on the same business and also 
had a threshing engine for hire. 

Michael and Kate Kehoe lived in 
the next house and one of her three 
sons was killed in the First World War. 
J. Farrell, "Morsel" lived in the next 
house for a while. He was the weigh
master before Mr. Rice in Potato 
Market. Another of the Whelan 
family of Green Lane lived there 
afterwards. "Scollops" Carroll and 
his wife and two daughters lived next 
door, how he got such a nickname is 
not known. 

Ned Geoghegan and wife lived 
next door. They had a large family 
and were well respected. Mrs. Mary 
Duicey lived 'round the corner. She 
was the first woman shoemaker I ever 
saw at work. The Corcoran family 
resided in that house afterwards. 
Next was P. O'Neill, who came from 
Graiguecullen. He bought and sold 
timber. His nickname was "Nobby". 
Another one of the Corcoran family 
lived there afterwards. Dinny 
Corcoran lived in Duiceys. An old 

• Continued on page 24 
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Food vessels discovered at Ballon Hill c. 1853, now in the British Museum. 

Bridewell Lane 
revisited 

• Continued form page 23 

couple named Robinson lived in the 
next house. 

An old lady named McKenzie lived 
opposite the Old Jail entrance, which 
was Whelans Corn Store afterwards 
and now owned by Gillespies. The 
Fleet family lived in the next house. 
Next was the Kelly family. The 
mother was one of the Robinson 
family. They had a large family which 
included one of the town's 
characters, "The Digger". Jack Kelly 
and his wife who was one of the 
Keary family (no relation of the 
previously named Kellys), lived in the 
next house. He worked in 
Thompsons, Ellen Farrell, who 
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worked in the laundry, Browne 
Street, for many years , occupied the 
next house. Mary Anne Cleary 
and her son-in-law Paddy lived in the 
following house. She earned her 
living as a general dealer going from 
house to house. Dick Keary and his 
wife lived in the last house ( opposite 
Thompsons entrance gate). They 
were a very industrious family, grew 
a lot of vegetables, which one of the 
sons used bring to Castlecomer by 
horse and cart to sell every weekend. 
They did a lot of hire work with their 
horses and carts daily. On the 
opposite side of this street the first 
house was occupied by Leonard 
Williams who worked in 
Thompsons. 

Next was Frank Slater's who had a 
large poultry business and in latter 
years developed a large turf 

Photo: Courtesy British Museum. 

accountancy with over one hundred 
branches throughout the country. He 
also became a large property owner 
in the town. Next was Larry Byrne 
and sister Nellie. He was a busy 
shoemaker. 

Ml. Murray and his wife and 
family lived next door. He worked 
for Robert Bell, auctioneer, College 
Street, all his life time as his clerk. 
Frank Murphy's shop was next. He 
was also a shipping agent. He sold 
only American bacon, commonly 
known as "the lad", it was so salty. 
Joe Phelan lived there for many years 
afterwards. The last house was 
occupied by the Byrne brothers who 
had the potato store in the market. 
Joe's wife was a sister of Willie 
O'Neill, who was the author of"Lays 
of Leix". He had a bread shop in 
Tullow Street. 



A Forgotten City 

0 N the 24th of August, 79 A.D., 
the city of Pompeii was 

destroyed by a volcano. On that 
morning everything looked quite 
normal, the inhabitants were busily 
going about their daily duties when 
suddenly there was a loud explosion. 
People panicked and ran into the 
streets to discover that Mount 
Vesuvius had erupted. 

Great stones were seen rolling 
down the side of the mountain, 
enormous masses were thrown into 
the air. A brilliant coloured flame 
was ensuing from the mouth of the 
volcano and hot molten lava was 
flowing down the side of the 
mountain towards Pompeii: was this 
the revenge of the gods? People ran 
wild through the streets with their 
loved ones and others clinging to 
their valuables. 

All this was to no avail. The city 
was covered with ash and lava in a 
matter of minutes. 

But what was Pompeii really like 
before the volcano erupted? Twenty 
thousand people lived here in 79 
A.D. Pompeii was first inhabited in 
the fifth century B.C. Following this 
in the reign of Nero, 62 A.D., great 
construction work took place. The 
roads were paved with great slabs, 
houses were built facing inwards, this 
was to ensure privacy. Most of the 
houses had small rooms that were 
poorly lit and heated. The absence of 
glass did not help either. 

Building materials 
improved 

As the years progressed building 
materials improved, e.g. roofs were 
tiled and shutters were placed on the 
windows of most houses. 

In Pompeii there were ten temples 
each one dedicated to a different god, 
e.g. Apollo, Hercules. The city was 
equipped with everything necessary 
to ensure comfort for its inhabitants. 
One could virtually buy anything. 
There was an abundance of shops, in 
which wine, clothing, wool and 
agricultural goods were sold. Over 
one hundred inns were discovered 
within the city walls. It took one hour 
to walk around the perimeter of the 
city. In the back streets bakeries and 
pleasure houses were discovered. 

John Keogh 

Porta Marina 

Pompeians loved good food, 
consequently cooks were greatly 
respected and were paid well even 
though they were slaves. 

Two tunnelled 
passages 

Pompeii is entered via the "Porta 
Marina". This gateway has two 
tunnelled passages; one for 
pedestrians and the other for 
chariots. Leading from this is the 
"Via Marina". This is a narrow 
cobbled street. At different points in 
this street table-like stones are to be 
found: which · ·were used to stop 
chariots entering the city. The stones 
measure about 18" in height and this 
only allowed axles of the same'height 
through. If a chariot axle was lower 
than this the owner of the vehicle was 
obliged to pay a tax and only then 
were they allowed past this pQint by 
means of a ramp. 

Nearby, the forum baths can be 
viewed. These were divided into two 
sections, male and female. The water 
for these baths was heated by a large 
furnace. Hot air heated the rooms via 
passage-ways under the floors and 
through the. double-lined walls. In 
the centre of the room is a large basin 
made of stone, the whole scene was 
very like our modern saunas. 

Further into the city there is a large 
selection of private houses decorated 
with mosaic floors and with 
beautiful murals on the walls. In a 
more remote area of the city a large 
bakery can be found. This particular 
one had a number of mills made of 
volcanic rock. The upper part was 
biconical in shape and the lower part 
cone-shaped. At the top was the 
rotation axis and the grain was 
ground by means of a wooden clamp 
with two jutting arms that in turn 
were rotated by slaves. 

Peace and 
tranquility 

Pompeii also had a large theatre 
with seating space for 5,000 people. 
During the 1961 excavations several 
impressions of bodies were found in 
the ashes in a house. Casts of these 
bodies were obtained by using 
"Fiorellis", a system of pouring 
plaster of Paris into the crust or shell 
of each form. Thus the plaster took 
the shape of the body from inside the 
skin of ash. 

Apart from Pompeii's beautiful 
large bronze statues, and valuable 
mosaics, not to mention the priceless 
murals; you can get a lovely feeling of 
peace and tranquility from this lovely 
old city. 

Please support our sponsors 
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Secretary's Report 
DURING the past year the Old Carlow 
Society has continued to flourish. The 
attendance at the Winter Lectures, I am 
glad to say, was very much improved. 
This was due to the fact that the talks 
were particularly interesting and the 
Foresters' Hall was more comfortable 
than the cold stage in the Museum. 
Unprecedented numbers patronised 
the outings. On each occasion the 
largest coach available was filled to 
capacity and for the Cork and Bunratty 
outings two coaches had to be 
requisitioned. Many new members 
joined the society but we would like 
that more young people would become 
members to ensure that the O.C.S. will 
carry on into the future. 

Talks 
On 25 October, Mr. Seamus Murphy 

gave the first talk of the Winter Session 
entitled "People, Places and Objects of 
Co. Carlow". The talk was illustrated 
by a magnificent series of coloured 
slides showing places and objects of 
beauty and interest which are quite 
unknown to very many in Carlow. 

On 15 November, Mr. Kevin 
Kennedy gave a talk entitled "A 
Journey in Stone". The fine selection of 
coloured slides taken by Mr. W. Ellis 
showed all the crosses, dolmens, 
standing stones and ancierit doorways 
to be found all over the County. 

"Wood Quay - A Botanist's 
Work" was the title ofa fascinating, if 
unusual, talk given by Mr. P. Jones on 6 
December. It was a botanist's views on 
the controversial Wood Quay in 
Dublin. 

The inimitable Nicky Furlong gave 
the final talk of the Session on 21st 
March. In his flowery language Nicky 
gave details of the many interesting 
features a tourist could see throughout 
Co. Carlow and neighbouring districts. 

Dinner and Social 
The Annual Dinner and Social was 

to have been held on Friday, 18 
January, but had to be postponed on 
account of the snow until 22 February. 
It was a most enjoyable affair. The 
comfortable surroundings of the Royal 
Hotel Dining Room, the excellent 
meal, the delightful vocal and 
instrumental musical items and the 
Spot Prizes generously donated by the 
business people of the town, all 
combined to make it a night to be 
remembered. 
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A.G.M. 
The A.G.M. on 25 April was well 

attended and all present were very 
pleased with the satisfactory state of the 
Society as revealed in the reports of the 
various Officials. 

The officers and committee elected 
for 1985-86 are on another page. 

Outings 
Nenagh: The first Summer outing on 

Sunday 26 May was to Nenagh where 
Nenagh Heritage Centre, Nenagh 
Castle, St. Mary's Church of Ireland, 
the R.C. Church, the cairn and cist 
grave at Ardcroney and Dromineer (in 
a scenic setting on the shores of Lough 
Derg) were visited. Mr. Donal Murphy, 
Chairman of Nenagh Heritage Society 
was our guide. 

The wonderful restoration work 
carried out by Nenagh Heritage Society 
to transform the Old Jail into the 
marvellous Heritage Centre was 
particularly admired. 

Bunratty: On Sunday 23 June, there 
was a full-day outing to Bunratty Castle 
and Folk Park and Shannon Airport. 
The Carlovians spent a most enjoyable 
day inspecting the various rooms in the 
ancient keep and the many interesting 
buildings in the Folk Park. The day 
concluded with a sumptious tea in the 
spacious Dining Hall at Shannon 
Airport. The party was saddened b 
the news just coming in of the Air-India 
crash out in the Atlantic. 

Cork: On 14 July, there was a full
day outing to Cork City, this year 
celebrating the 800th Anniversary of its 
foundation. First visited was Fota 
Wildlife Park and Fota House in 
Carraigtwohill. We regretted we had 
not more time to enjoy the amenities of 
the Park and the wonderful treasures in 
Fota House as we were due in to the 
City for a visit to the Museum and the 
many historical features of the 
Southern Capital. Mr. Sean Duggan. 
M.A., of Cork Historical and 
Archaeological Society - a well
known archaeologist was an excellent 
guide. 

Kennedy Park: On Sunday 4 August , 
by special request, we had an outing to 
John F. Kennedy Park. The sylvan 
surroundings were enjoyed by all. 
From the Park we went to Wexford 
Town where we visited the Franciscan 
Church where the cast containing the 
bones of the young boy St. Adjutor, 
martyred during the Roman 
Persecutions, is to be seen. 

Kildare: On Sunday 18 August, we 
visited the Japanese Gardens and the 

ational Stud in Tully, Co. Kildare. 
From there we proceeded to Kildare 
where Rev. Dean Paterson gave a most 
interesting account of the historic 
Cathedral and Round Tower. 

Tullow: On Sunday 15 September an 
outing was arranged for Tullow but 
unfortunately sufficient numbers did 
not book for the coach and some 
members, not to disappoint the 
Tullowphelim Historic Society, went 
by car. They visited the Museum, St. 
Columban's Church of Ireland, the 
Bngidme Convent and the site of the 

ugustinian Abbey. They were 
conducted by members of 
Tullowphelim Historic Society. 

Birr: B~- special request the final 
outing of the season was to Birr. There 
Mrs. Marga.rec Hogan, Secretary of the 
Bu, Branch of Offaly Historical 
Soaery was a most efficient guide to the 

grounds (including the famous 
and the many historical 

exhibits are constantly coming 
mto me ~fuseum, space may shortly 
become a problem. The steady stream 
of visitors. many from overseas, 
conunue co praise the lay-out of the 
Museum. It IS gratifying the number of 
schoo; groups which visit the Museum 
and to see how very interested the 
young people are in the various 
exhibits. In September, Mr. Oliver Doo
le~ ofSt. Killian's Crescent was appoin
ted to the Museum under the 2Y2 day 
Man Power scheme. He will be employ
ed for a year as Caretaker. His 
appointment solves the difficulty of 
tewarding on Sundays. 

Exhibitions 
At the end of October, 1984, there 

was a G.A.A. exhibition in the Museum 
being part of the G.A.A. Centenary 
Celebrations. Great credit is due to the 
members of the local clubs who 
collected such a fine selection of 
trophies, medals, jerseys, banners, 
hurleys, footballs, photographs, scrap
books and a varied assortment of 
books dealing with G.A.A. activities 
which were of great interest to visitors. 

In December, Dr. Norman 
McMillan of Carlow Regional 
Technical College organised an 
exhibition in memory of William 
Dargan, the famous railway engineer 



Barrow. It opened on the anniversary 
of the day on which the first train in Ire
land ran from Dublin to Dunlaoire. Mr. 
Cartan Finegan, Assistant Manager 
C.I.E. (a native of Carlow) declared the 
exhibition open. It was a pity the 
attendance was small probably due to 
the fact that people were busy with 
Christmas preparations. 

completely sold out in a short time. All 
the articles in it were excellent and there . 
was a fine selection of photographs. 

to the various activities of the Society. 
All our members wish him many years 
to enjoy a well-earned rest and we 
know, even in Dublin, he will continue 
his interest in the O.C.S. 

The Editor, Tomas MacGabhann, 
and of course The Nationalist, are to be 
congratulated on such a fine 
production. 

Obituary 
During the year, two members of the 

Society passed away - Mrs. T. 
Fanning, Newtownallen, Maganey, 
and Mr. Dick Agar, 13 Larkficld, 
Carlow. Ar dheis De go raibh an bheirt 
acu. 

L. D. Bergin 
In May, the National Library of 

Ireland had a fine exhibition of pictures 
in the Museum for three weeks. 

The display, consisting of 70 re
product ions (in colour and 
monochrome) of illustrations relating 
to aspects of heritage such as landscape, 
:uchitecture, literature and society, was 
admired by a good attendance of 
viewers. 
Carloviana. 

The reading public have considered 
the 1985 edition of"Carloviana" one of 

The members of the O.C.S. were 
saddened that their good friend, Mr. 
Liam D. Bergin, had recently retired as 
Editor of "The Nationalist". Liam was.a 
founder member of the O.C.S. and its 
first Secretary. For many years he was 
joint editor with Fr. P. J . Brophy of 
"Carloviana" to which he contributed 
many worthwhile articles and on 
several occasions financial assistance. 
All down the years he continued to take 
a keen in.'terest in the Society especially 
in the production of"Carloviana". His 

Thanks 
JI} conclusion I wish to thank those 

members who distributed circulars etc. 
for me during the year . and " The 
Nationalist" for the excellent publicity 
they always give to the Old Carlow 
Society. 

18 ,October, 1985. Sean O'Leary. 
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President 

His Lordship Most Rev . Dr. Patrick Lennon, Bishop of Kilda re 
& Leighlin . 

Life Vice-Presidents 
Mr. Liam D. Bergin , "Nationalist & Leins/er Times", Tullow 

Street, Carlow. 
Mr. Alec Burns, College Street , Carlow. 

Chairperson 
Mrs . Veronica Crombie 

Vice-Chairman 
Alec Burns 

Secretary 
Sean O'Leary 

Treasurer 
Mrs . Mona Fenlon 

Editor 
Tomas MacGabhann 

COMMITTEE 
Miss Iona Macleod , Mrs . P. Maddock, Mrs . E. Maguire , Miss 
D. Coughlan, Messrs . K. Kennedy, E. McDonald , S. Murphy, 
M. Murph y, J. Moran, T. J. Redmond , M. Holden , J. Keogh. 

Delegates to the Historical Advisory Committee of Carlow 
County Council 

Alec Burns, Kevin Kennedy. 

Museum Committee 
Mrs. P. Maddock. Messrs. K. Kennedy, A. Burns, P. Purcell, J . 

Moran . 

MEMBERS 
Brady, Mrs . B., Bea nn Ard , Borris, Co. Carlow. 
Brennan, Michael and Mrs, 2 Burrin Road , Carlow. 
Brennan, Mrs. , St. Lazerian's, Graiguecullen , Carlow. 
Brooks , W. & Mrs .. " Highfield", Dublin Road , Carlow. 
Brophy, Mrs . M. Borris . Co. Carlow. 
Burns, Alec, College Street, Carlow. 
Burns, C. & Mrs., " Malasha". Ki lleshin Road , Carlow. 
Byrne , Mrs . A., Barrack Street, Ca rl ow. 
Byrne, Rev. J ., St. Patrick's College, Carlow. 
Byrne, Larry, Bahanna , St. Mulli ns, Co. Carl ow. 
Byrne , Mrs. Mary, Friary Lane, Castledermot Road , Carlow. 

Carr, Pius & Jo, Crosneen , Carlow. 
Coen , Mrs. S., 16 Braganza, Carlow. 

Connolly, Mrs . T., Ballyfoyle, Maganey, Co. Kildare. 
Cooney, Mrs. , St. Mary's Park , Carlow. 
Co rcoran , Mrs. B. 132, J .K.L. Avenue, Carlow. 
Corcoran , Marga ret , 56A Wafer Street, Enniscorthy , Co. 

Wexford . 
Coughlan, Misses M. & D. , Montgomery Street, Carlow. 
Crombie, B & Mrs., Pembroke, Carlow. 
Cummins, Mrs . J ., Dublin Road, Carlow. 
Cummins Roddy, Athy Road , Carlow. 
Cunnane, Very Rev . Canon James , Our Lady of the Taper 

Church, Cardigan . 

Darcy, John, Kilmeaney, Tinryland, Carlow. 
Darcy, Pat, Newstown, Ardattin , Co. Carlow. 
Dempsey, Randal & Mrs., Braganza, Carlow. 
Denieffe, Greg, Gallipot Lane, Carlow. 
Disken , Matt , Benburb, Leighlin Road, Carlow. 
Dolan , Hugh, 35 Oakley Park , Tullow Road, Carlow. 
Dooley, Anthony & Phil, 63 Highfield, Carlow. 
Dooley Family, 14 St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow. 
Doran, Alan & Angela, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow. 
Doran , Peter, Rathanna, Borris, Co. Carlow. 
Doyle, Mrs. B., c/o 24 Chalfont Avenue, Malahide, Co. Dublin. 
Doyle, Mrs . C. Sycamore Road, Rathnapish, Carlow. 
Doyle, Mrs. Kathleen, The Green, Castledermot , Co. Kildare. 
Doyle, Kevin, 54 Dereen Heights, Tullow Road, Carlow. 
Doyle, Miss Nellie, Granby Row, Carlow. 
Doyle , Peadar & Ita , Maryboro' Street, Graiguecullen, Carlow. 
Doyle, Thomas, Courtnellan, Borris , Co. Carlow. 
Duggan;W. L. & Mrs., College Street, Carlow. 

Ellis, William, Burrin Street, Carlow. 

Farrer, Noel , Dunroe, Borris, Co. Carlow. 
Fenlon, Mrs. Mona, "Riverville", Montgomery Street, Carlow. 
Fennell , Mrs . Eileen, Chapelstown, Carlow. 
FitzGerald, George, Hanover, Carlow. 
FitzMaurice, Mrs. B., Laurel Lodge, Carlow. 

Gaffney, Peter, Green Road, Carlow. 
Governey, Francis, Pollerton , Carlow. 
Greco!, John, 17210 Dartmouth Avenue, N.W. Cleveland, 

Ohio , 4411, U.S .A. 

Hade, Miss P., Castle Street, Carlow. 
Harding, Rev. B., St. John 's, Kilkenny. 
Haughney, Eamon, Pollerton Road, Carlow. 
Hayden, Miss Margaret, Old Leighlin, Co. Carlow. 
Healy, Pat, Pollerton Castle, Carlow. 
Healy, R., College Street , Carlow. 
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Holden, Michael & Shiela, Tullow Street, Carlow. 
Horohan, Mrs . M. Coolanowle, Ballickmoyler, Laois . 
Howard , Rev. Bro., Portlaoise, Laois. 

James, Robin , Browneshill Road , Carlow. 
Jordan, Mrs. M., St. Mary's Park, Carlow. 
Jordan , Mrs., 9 Roncalli Place, Carlow. 

Kavanagh , Peter, Main Street, Borris, Co. Carlow. 
Keane, Mrs. Ethel, John Street, Carlow. 
Kearney, Miss A., Green Road, Carlow. 
Keating, William & Mrs., McGamhna Road , Carlow. 
Kelly, Miss M. T., The Stream , Castledermot Road , Carlow. 
Kennedy, Edward, Kyleballyhue, Carlow. 
Kennedy, Kevin & Mrs., 6 Oakley Park, Graiguecullen, Carlow. 
Keogh, John , 12 St. Patrick's Park , Tullow, Co. Carlow. 
Keyes, Miss B. 178 Duggan Avenue, Graiguecullen , Carlow. 

Lennon, Seamus, Pembroke, Carlow. 
Lillis, Major General James, 2 Wynberg Park , Blackrock, Co. 

Dublin . 
Lillis, T. J . & Mrs., Lumclone House, Fenagh, Co. Carlow. 
Little, Lazerian & Mrs., Strawhall , Carlow. 
Little, Mrs. T. Montgomery Street, Carlow. 
Lyons, Paul & Carmel , Oak Park, Carlow. 

McDonald , Edward, Clonmore, Hacketstown, Co. Carlow. 
McDonald, Mrs. A., Little Barrack Street, Carlow. 
McDonnell, Mrs . Carmel, "Barnagree", Tullow Road, Carlow. 
MacLeod, Miss Iona, Braganza, Carlow. 
MacSuibhne, Rev. Sean, Liturgical Institute, St. Patrick's 
College, Carlow. 
Maddock, Patrick & Mrs., 173 Fr. Maher Road, Graiguecullen, 

Carlow. 
Maddock, Noel & Carmel, Browneshill Road , Carlow. 
Maguire, Mrs. E., Dublin Road, Carlow. 
Monahan, Michael, 4 St. Fiac's Terrace , Graiguecullen , Carlow. 
Monahan, Patrick, Tullowbeg, Tullow, Co. Carlow. 
Moran , James, Burrin Street, Carlow. 
Mulvey, Mrs. Kathleen , Caldwell Ave., Middle Village, 11379 

New York , U.S.A. 
Murphy, Kevin, Pollerton Little, Carlow. 
Murphy, Seamus & Mrs., Pollerton Little , Carlow. 
Murphy, Moses, "Slievedurda", Borris, Co. Carlow. 
Murray, Aidan & Madge, 25 Dublin Street, Carlow. 

Nevin, Martin, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow. 
Nolan, Mrs. Brendan, Burrin Street, Carlow. 
Nolan, Miss Chrissie, Burrin Street, Carlow. 
Nolan , J. J ., 27 East Court Street , Iowa City, U.S .A. 
Nolan , Mrs . K., 32 Kernanstown, Bennekerry, Carlow. 
Nolan, Martin, Ballyfoyle, Dunmore, Co. Kilkenny. 

- - - ---- ---, - - --- ' 
O'Connor, Mrs. E., Borris, Co. Carlow. 
O'Dea, P. & Mrs., Killeshin Road, Carlow. 
O'Hara , Mrs. Ann, Frederick Avenue, Carlow. · 
O'Keeffe Family, St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow. 

O'Leary, Angela , "Arus na Greine", Montgomery Street , Carlow. 
O'Leary, Maria , "A, rus na Greine", Montgomery Street, Carlow. 
O'Leary, Paula," Arus na Greine", Montgomery Street, Carlow. 
O'Leary, Sean & Eileen, "Arus na Greine", Montgomery Street , 

Carlow. 
Oliver, Miss B., Dublin Street, Carlow. 
Oliver, J ames & Mrs., "Carrig Rua" , Kilkenny Road, Carlow. 
Oliver, Richard J ., 1024 Fox River Drive , De Pere, Wis. 54115. 
Oliver, Sr., Presentation Convent, Carlow. 
O'Meara, David , Little Sark, Ansford, Castle Cary, Somerset, 

BA 7 7PD, England . 
O'Neill, John & Mrs., " Broomvilla", Ardattin, Co. Carlow. 
O'Neill, Miss Mary, 167 Colclough Avenue, Graiguecullen, 

Carlow. 
O'Shea, Mrs. M., St. Patrick's Avenue, Carlow. 
O'Shea, Rev. P. Geashill , Offaly. 
O'Sullivan , Miss Hannah , County Librarian, Dublin Street, 

Carlow. 

Patricia , Sr. M. , Presentation Convent, Carlow. 
Patterson, Mrs. Kathleen, Mountain View, Borris, Co. Carlow. 
Piggot , D., Essex, England. 
Purcell , Michael, Kennedy Street, Carlow. 

Ratusky, Mrs. M., Montgomery Street , Carlow. 
Reddy, Michael, Rathanna , Borris, Co. Carlow. 
Redmond, Mrs . C. "Silverdale", Crossneen, Carlow. 
Redmond, Thomas J . & Family, Bullock Park , Carlow. 
Rice, Mrs. M. , Borris , Co. Carlow. 
Rossiter, Mrs. , 6 Roncalli Avenue, Carlow. 

Sheehan, Miss Eileen, 119 Upperfield Road , Welwyn Garden 
City, Herts. , England. 

Sheehan, Richard , Box 353M, Morristown, New Jersey, 07960 
U.S.A. 

Shorten, Mrs . S. , Ballylinan, Athy, Co. Kildare. 
Slater, Mr. Val. , 39 Sycamore Road , Rathnapish , Carlow. 
Smyth, Miss Mary , Sleaty, Carlow. 
Smyth, Thomas, Sleaty, Carlow. 

Treacy, Miss Eileen, College Street, Carlow. 

Walsh, Mrs . B., Glass House, Borris , Co. Carlow. 
Walsh, Philip, 115 Lakelands, Naas, Co. Kildare. 
Weekes, Rev. C. M., The Glebe , Urglin, Carlow. 

Cottage Industry at Garryhill 
AN EXHIBITION was opened at 

Brook Street, London in connection 
with Viscountess Duncannon's cottage 
industry at Garryhill, County Carlow. 
There was an excellent show of hand
made articles by Irish women. In a 
statement the Viscountess said that she 
started the industry with her niece, Mrs. 
Hallam Murray, in the autumn of 1884. 
They began it, in quite a small way, with · 
only three women, whom they had to 
their house every day for a week just 
before returning to England. 

After that the industry grew rapidly, 
and with Torchon lace-makers they now 
nuttibered between 40 and 50 workers. 
Only about 15 of the oldest hands were 
able to do the best work, such as veining 
fine cambric and linen embroidery in silk 
or linen or richer materials. 
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They were she said, at Garryhill, Lord 
Bessborough's property in Carlow, three 
months in the year, and whilst there they 
held weekly classes. The work was 
immensely popular, and was entirely 
done in the cottages. Many of the girls 
were field labourers before joining the 
industry, and one girl in particular she · 
remembered, Kate Ryan by name, who 
used to weed potatoes at 6d. a day. She 
became one of her best workers, and 
could do any kind of elaborate work. 

One feature of the industry was the 
extraordinary cleanliness of the work -
none of it was ever washed or cleaned, a 
no easy matter, as would be understood 
by those who knew what an Irish cabin 
was. A woman's wage as a field labourer 
was about 3s. 6d. a week, whereas their 

workers , when they had plenty of orders 
for them, could earn from !Os. to 15s. a 
week in their own homes . All the designs 
and materials were sent by Viscountess 
Duncannon direct to Garryhill. 

The exhibitions had been a repeated 
success. Her Majesty the Queen had 
purchased specimens of their work , while 
frequent purchases had been made by 
H .R.H. the Princess of Wales , the 
Dowager Empress Frederick, H.R.H. the 
Duchess of Teck and Lady Cadogan. 

One of the most important specimens 
of work executed during the past ten days 
was a lady's dress which was worn at the 
recent Drawingroom, both design and 
the execution of the work having been 
carried out by the workers in connection 
with Viscountess Duncannon's scheme. 
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SHAWS 
CARLOW'S LEADING DEPARTMENT STORE 

TULLOW ST., CARLOW 

R. HEALY & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

POLLERTON CASTLE & COLLEGE ST. 
31286 Phone 31868 

MURRAYS 
HIGH-CLASS SWEETS, FRUIT & CIGARETIES 

DUBLIN ST., CARLOW 

FOLEYS 
MEDICAL HALL LTD. 

66 TULLOW ST., CARLOW 

DOOLEYS 
HIGH-CLASS FRUIT, SWEETS, CIGARETIES AND BOOKS 

62, TULLOW STREET, CARLOW 

BANK OF IRELAND 
POTATO MARKET 

Invest in your future - Save with Bank of Ireland today 
Manager: J. V. POWER 

EAMONN FITZPATRICK 
VICTUALLER 

STAPLESTOWN RD., CARLOW. Phone 31029 

JACK McDONALD 
NEW & USED TRACTORS 

CROSSNEEN, CARLOW. Phone 31455 

DAN MORRISSEY LTD. 
BENNEKERRY 31464, GRANGEFORD 46629, 

CLONMELSH 46142 
Readymix Concrete * Concrete Products * Ground 

Limestone * Rockford Tiles 

DARCYS 
FURNITURE AND CARPETS 

33-35 TULLOW ST., CARLOW 

BOB'S YOUR UNCLE CLUB, CARLOW 
£500 IN PRIZES - 50p per week 

See your promoter or call to The Repository, College St. 
Further details contact Joe Matthews. Phone 0503/43181 

Proceeds in aid of Parish Funds. Bankers Orders available. 

THE IRISHMAN'S 
(Prop.: J. J. Hargaden) 

COURT PLACE, CARLOW. Phone No. 31171 
Wines and Spirits 

HIGH-CLASS LOUNGES AND BARS 

JAMES JONES LTD. 
30 TULLOW STREET 

Top value in Irish made footwear always available 
at keenest prices 

BOSCO'S 
132 TULLOW ST., CARLOW. (Phone 31093) 

Quality Meat, Fish and Poultry 
We are the specialists. Don 't settle for less! 

O'DWYER'S PHARMACY 
ST, CARLOW. Phone 31467 

dware, Fancy Goods, 
eddmg Bouquets 
OW. Phone 31 625 

HERRIOT BOOKS 
HIGH ST., BAGENALSTOWN 

BOOKS, STATIONERY AND GREETING CARDS 

ALLIED IRISH BANK 
TULLOW STREET, CARLOW 

Serving Carlow since late 1880's 
Manager: TOM HA YES 

Asst. Manager: EDDIE KEHER 

GAELSCOIL EOGHAIN UI THUAIRSC 
Oideachas Lan Ghaelach do phasti bunscoile 

LENNONS REAL ESTATE HOUSE 
121 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW. Tel. 0503-31575 

Luxurious Bar and Two Music Lounges 
Efficient and Courteous Service 
* Only Best Drinks Stocked * 

NORMAN D. SIXSMITH 
AGRICULTURAL & GENERAL ENGINEER 
DUBLIN ROAD, CARLOW. Phone 31593 

LEIX PHARMACY 
GOVERNEY SQUARE, CARLOW. Phone 31341 

O'BRIEN TRAVEL LTD. 
DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW 

Telephone: 0503-31613. Telex: 33006 
SPECIALISTS IN 

AIR AND SEA TRAVEL 

SECURE YOUR HOME 
Call and see our full range of Security Locks and 

Fittings at our Showroom 
HAWK SECURITY LTD. 

TULLOW STREET HOUSE 

HENNESSYS MUSIC CENTRE 
BARRACK ST., CARLOW. Tel. 42402 

We can teach you to play any musical 
instrument bought at our premises 

SEAN & MICHAEL BYRNE 
Publican & Grocer 

GLYNN, ST. MULLINS 
" Don't Pass, Call" 

THE NATIONALIST & LEINSTER TIMES 
Printers and Publishers 

TULLOW STREET, CARLOW 

BANK OF IRELAND 
COURT PLACE 

Invest in your future - Save with Bank of Ireland today 
Manager: EAMONN DELANEY 

PETER DOYLE 
LONDIS SUPERMARKET 

GRAIGUECULLEN. Phone 31179 
Open to 6.30 p.m. every day 

POPPETS BOUTIQUE 
TULLOW ST., CARLOW 

Phone 42877 
High Fashion for Children, Teens, Petite Ladies 

and Maternity Wear 

E. J. NOLAN LTD. 
The Specialist Photo Dealers 

Visa, Access, Diners 
1 DUBLIN ST., CARLOW. Phone 31680 

Clothing of Traditional Quality and 
Fashionable Look 

HANLEY'S 

HOUSE for MEN 
CARLOW Jl! 



" · 

Stone Head found at Bennekerry 
and presented to County Carlow 
Museum by Mr. P. Byrne. A Stone 
Head was also found in the area in 
1971 , it is in the National Museum 
and it dates from the Iron Age. 

Visit the 

County Carlow M·useum 

Town Hall, Carlow 

Open daily during Summer 
2.30 to 5.30 p.m. every Sunday during Winter 

VIEW THE WIDE RANGE OF EXHIBITS 




