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Ml. Governey Ltd. 
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Phone 110 Est. 1903 
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We are pleased again to be chosen as Printers 
of "Carloviana" 

t. 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ =: 
= 

' ·\ ·¥ 

We specialise in all classes of Book and Job Printing 

FOUR COLOUR WORK A SPECIALITY 

Ask us to quote you for your next Printing Order 

The Nationalist & Leinster Times Ltd. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS 

42, Tullow Street, Carlow. 'Phone 401 and 402. 1 " @. ,-.,;.< ~ .. .._,., 
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THE 

ROY AL HOTEL 
CARLOW 

where modern facilities ensure the old tradition of comfort and service 

WEDDING BREAKFASTS AND PARTIES A SPECIALITY 

Luxuriously-appointed Function Room, and Bar Lounge. 

A.A. R.I.A.C. 
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I See our Beautiful Display of Christmas Cakes at i 
; our Modern Premises I 
I i 

Makers of Prizewinning Bread and Confectionery. Wedding Cakes a 

Speciality. Deliveries Daily. Phone: Carlow 43 and 245 
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verything· details of funerals from Relatives and 

Executors. Let us quote for "all-in" _ 

CB 

arranged for 

FUNERALS 
and without 
unnecessary expense 

arrangements including 

CEMETERY :-: NEWSPAPERS 

WREATHS, MEMORY CARDS, ETC. 

For the finest and most economical service 
in the county, telephone, call or write 
to: 

CARPENTER BROTHERS 
FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS 

BARRACI{ STREET, CARLOW 
Phone: Carlow 237 
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To Absent Friends 
Where are the most loyal readers of " Carloviana " to be found? 

In London, Manchester, Liverpool, Coventry and similar cities, it seems. 

The same can be said of the local paper, which finds its way 
into the most unlikely places, e.g., South Africa, Australia, Canada. 

Every Summer we are gladdened when people on holidays drop 
in to see if the ice-cream tastes as good as in 1941, or even 1931. 

They chat over old times; they recall people and incidents; 
they quote from " Carloviana " and " The Nationalist." 

Their hearts are in Carlow, which seems at a distance of place 
and time the grandest little town in Leinster. Maybe it is ! 

~ Murrays, 25 Dublin Street, Carlow ~ 
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IT PAYS TO SHOP AT SHAW'S 

GENERAL DRAPERS OUTFITIERS 
FANCY STATIONERS 

BOOT AND SHOE WAREHOUSE 

The House for Value 

SHAW'S LTD. 
11 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW 

PHONE 159, 'Grams: SHAW, CARLOW 
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Graiguecullen Corn & Coal Co. Ltd. 

Carlow 

Dealers in 

WHEAT OATS BARLEY MANURES 

BEST QUALITY COALS 

Enquiries Invited. Telephone 39. Telegrams: Corn Co., Carlow 
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STATHAM (Carlow) LTD. 
MAIN FORD AND FORDSON DEALERS 

CARLOW 
(OUR MOTTO) 

100°10 SERVICE. 100°10 SATISFACTION 

PHONE 65 & 309 
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MERNE BROTHERS 

Office and Works at:-

Manufacturers of Household, 
Office and School Furniture, 
Kitchen, Shop Fitments, Joinery 
and Bee Appliances . 

. Insist on our Kitchen Units 
under the title " An Enrem 
Product", for no home is a 
home without them. 

Quotations on request. 

.... T")~~Q.W" ROAD, CARLOW. Phone 214. 
~; . ~". 
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NO ONE KNOWS BETTER THAN 

OLD CARLOVIANS 
THAT 

W. & G. Hadden, Ltd., have carried on the family business 
for over one hundred years and that the Carlow Branch was 
purchased from Mr. Adam Ford in 1909. Mr. Ford's pre
decessor was Mr. Luttrell, in partnership with Mr. Burgess 
of Athlone, and Mr. Luttrell's predecessor was Mr. Henry 
Banks (a grand uncle of Mr. W. H. Hadden and at one time 
Chairman of Carlow Town Commissioners) who owned the 
main part of the present business in the middle of the 

19th century. 

HAD DENS 
W. & G. HADDEN LTD. CARLOW 
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= REQUIREMENTS = I SHOP AT i 
= = 
I GOVERNEY'S I 
~ ~ = = = = I BOOT DEPOT I 
§ § 

= = I CASTLE STREET I 
= = = = 
~ CARLOW -~ § ~§. 

l111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111i111111111111I . 

(Carlow) Ltd. 

Purvey<Yrs of Pure Food Supplies 

Wine Merchants 

Tea and Coffee Specialists 

* * * 
Servioe and Coortesy 

Civility - V aJ,ue 

* * * 

!==_: 148-149 T~~=w Street, ~==~= 

Phone: Carlow 16 and 202 

ffi111111111111i11111i111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111Fr 



Vol. I . No. I 0. New Series. Dec. 1961 

Journal of the Old Carlow Society. 
W. V. HADDEN and MISS M. T. KELLY, Joint Editors 

OUR PURPOSE 
THERE have been long periods down the Centuries 

when the Writing of Irish History has been entirely 

inadequate, and many reasons have prevented our His

torians from placing on permanent record our Island Story. 

Wars and internal strife have effaced our monuments and 

even the memory of our ancient learning has suffered 

neglect. 

But it is our privilege to-day to help to redress this 

wrong by bringing to life the annals of the past. Our 

concern is not so much with ancient battles and foreign 

kings, but with the lives of the common people who 

ploughed our fields and walked our streets and lived in 

the very houses we live in to-day. 

Not a twelve month passes but before our eyes the 

picture alters and scenes we hardly noticed because they 

were so familiar are changed utterly, sometimes for 

better and sometimes for worse. But without being re

actionary, nor unnecessarily nostalgic, it is our aim in the 

Old Carlow Society to encourage and develop an interest 

in our History and to add to the scanty records of 

community life in our lovely -iotality. In presenting this 

issue of Carloviana we add y~t another .. Chapter to '·+lik 
.; .. - • • ~ •. , •. -R "'\• ~ ·• - ~ .. • ' ' .. ~ )., 

story of our Town. 

:J?tff1 ...... 
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John 
Hogan 

Ireland's 
n1ost f an1ous 

Sculptor 

bv 
./ 

ALICE TRACEY 

JOHN HOGAN'S lifespan (1800/1859) 
embraced a period in which Ireland suffered 

many vicissitudes. 
The dawn of the nineteenth century found 

her still reeling from the repercussions of the 
'98 rising, the evils and injustices which led 
to it were unabated and she was to be bereft 
of many more of her sons by death and 
transportation in 1803 when another rising 
failed in its objective. 

Truly it was an unhappy land in whch 
John Hogan opened his eyes on that October 
morning, in Tallow, Co. Waterford. 

His father, also John, was a scion of an 
ancient Tipperary sept and was a young master 
builder when he went to Tallow to renovate 
the mansion of a Mr. Gumbleton. 

Here he met Miss Frances Cox of Dun
manway, Co. Cork. 

Miss Cox was the great grand-daughter 
of Sir Richard Cox, Lord Chief Justice of 
Ireland in the reign of William and Mary; 
Lord Chancellor under Queen Anne and a 
former Speaker of the House of Lords. 

Frances is described as a woman of 
exalted qualities. Despite the difference in their 
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stations, Cupid, the master marksman, took 
command of the situation and a happy marriage 
resulted though Frances forfeited an inheri
tance of £2,000 which her guardian withheld 
from her. 

John was their first child and when he 
was a few months old they moved to Cork 
City where they resided in Cove Street. 

Other children arrived in due course to 
swell the family circle and they were reared 
in an atmosphere of affection and all grew 
up with a taste for learning. 

SCHOOL 
John, a happy, sturdy, keen-eyed boy, at 

the age of eight, was sent back to Tallow to 
be educated at the school of a Mr. Langley, 
a noted teacher who, as was the custom then, 
gave equal attention to the classics and mathe
matics. Six years' tuition made John proficient 
in these and the other subjects taught, and 
he returned to his home in Cork. 

He was soon placed in the office of Mr. 
Foote, an attorney, his parents hoping that he 
would in due course become a fully fledged 
member of this profession. 



THE LAW UNCONGENIAL 
The junior clerk found clerical and legal 

work a bore and much of his time was spent, 
not in copying deeds but in drawing and in 
cutting figures in wood and in copying any 
architectural designs that came his way. 

Dr. Coghlan, a somewha,t eccentric physic
ian, visiting the office one day found the boy 
sketching. He praised his work and presented 
him with a crown piece. The doctor thereafter 
made a habit of dropping in to inspect the 
boy's current efforts, invariab'.y rewarding him 
as he had done on the first occasion. 

These visits paid dividends when Sir 
Thoma3 Deane, an architect friend of Dr. 
Coghlan's, needed someone urgently to copy 
the plans and specifications for the erection 
of a new gaol in Cork. 

Dr. Coghlan suggested young Hogan who 
undertook the work and applying himself 
dilligently to the congenial task completed it 
expeditiously. 

In addition to a substantial fee for his 
labour he was highly praised for his pro
ficiency and was invited to take up a position 
as draughtsman and carver of models in the 
firm of Messrs. Deane and Sons. 

THE BUDDING SCULPTOR 
Hitherto John's great ambition had been 

to become an architect but from his entry 
into Deane's employment his thoughts turned 
to sculpture and he got every encouragement 
to make this his vocation from Sir Thomas 
and his wife, a woman of remarkable person
ality. 

The erstwhile idler of the attorney's office 
amazed his fellows by his keen application to 
mastering the principles of his chosen art. 

He attended anatomical lectures given by 
Dr. Woodrofe which 'laid the foundation for 
his later success in modelling. One of his 
efforts was the carving of a human skeleton, 
life-size, in wood, with such accurate detail 
that Dr. Woodrofe made use of it for many 
years to demonstrate his lectures. 

NOTABILITIES AND CIRCUMSTANCES 
When John Hogan was eighteen years of 

age an amazing combination of notabilities and 
circumstances was to have a fortuitous effect 
on his career. 

The circumstances were the defeat of 
Napoleon at Waterloo and his subsequent ban
ishment to St. Helena and the restoration to 
Italy by England and her allies of the art 
treasures filched from Rome and other Italian 
cities during the French invasion of Italy. 

The notabilities were principally the 
reigning Pope, Pius VII and H.R.H. George, 
Prince Regent of England. 

Rejoicing at the return of the works of 
art which had been taken mostly from the 
Vatican and important churches in Italian 
cities, the Pope, in his gratitude, sought to 
make in return a gesture to England for play
ing a big part in the proceedings leading to 
the restoration, and so he had Canova, the 

leading sculptor of the time, supervise the 
making of casts of notable pieces, ancient and 
modern, one hundred and fifteen in all, and 
these were presented to the Prince Regent. 

H.R.H., as we can well believe from the 
tales which have come down to us, was not 
a patron of the arts and the gift was an 
embarrassment. The cases lay at London Cus
tom House, while the Royal Academy and other 
institutions were canvassed to give the contents 
a home. Lack of accommodation provided ex
cuse3 for reluctance to accept the pieces and 
they were housed temporarily in a tent in the 
grounds of Carlton House, the Regent's London 
residence. Eventually a friend of the Prince, 
Lord Ennismore who was patron of a newly 
formed cultural society in Cork devoted to 
the promotion of the Fine Arts, suggested to 
H.R.H. that it would be a nice gesture to 
present the collection to it. Only too anxious 
to be rid of the white elephant, the cases 
were at once despatched to Cork and housed 
in the upper storey of the society's art school 
in Patrick Street. 

The collection was enthusiastically wel
comed and to young Hogan it was veritable 
treasure trove. At this period he was devoting 
himself wholly to carving and when Canova's 
casts arrived he practically lived amongst 
them. He copied everything. Life-size figures, 
masks, limbs and hands. He drew them in 
chalk, carved them in wood and chiseDed them 
in stone. 

For five years he worked assiduously 
executing various commissions as well as copy
ing. His principal patron was the Bishop of 
Cork, Dr. Murphy, said to be a friend of 
Canovas. 

He entrusted to the young' sculptor the 
work of carving twenty-seven wood carvings 
of saints for the sanctuary of the Cathedral 
and a copy of Leonardo Da Vinci's Last Supper 
to be used as an altar panel. 

A GENIUS DISCOVERED 
In 1823, William Paulett Carey, a Dublin

born artist and a recognised authority, visited 
the gallery to view the collection and picking 
up a small torso carved in pine, recognised 
genius ·and enquired the identity of the artist. 

He found Hogan in an adjoining room at 
work and surrounded by a variety of oddments 
finished and unfinished. 

His interest aroused, he chatted with 
Hogan and returned to Dublin enthusiastically 
determined to make the world aware of this 
young man, who had thus far practically 
educated himself in his art and whom, Carey 
realised, given the opportunity, would profit 
by contact with masters of the chisel. 

In time influential people took heed of 
Carey's persistent advocacy of Hogan's genius 
and rallied around and assisted him to collect 
a sum sufficient to send the artist to Rome 
and to maintain him there frugally for a couple 
of ye~rs. 

Towards the end of 1823 Hogan set out 
for Rome, the unexpected achievement of his 
ambition being shadowed by the death of his 
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mother a short time before his departure. He 
carried with him various letters of introduction, 
several being from Dr. Murphy and these 
included one to the Rector of the Irish College. 

His route took him through Dublin, Lon
don, and Paris. Space precludes the recording 
of his impressions of these cities, but let it 
be said that he was impressed by the Louvre 
in Paris where he "saw pictures that were 
originals indeed, in a gallery as long as the 
Parade in Cork!" 

He reached Rome on Palm Sunday, 1824, 
and remained for a while in the Irish College 
until he got a lodging in a little street running 
off the Corso, the Vico Dei Greco, for which 
he paid two and a half crowns per month. 

Little better than a garret, its poverty 
was recompensed by a beautiful garden at 
the rear where he feasted on wonderful grapes 
and from the branches of a fig tree leading 
up to his window " he ate full many a score." 
He did not engage a studio at this stage as 
" it would cost £100 per year to rent, pay 
living models, cut marble, model in clay, cast 
in plaster, and at last arrive at excellence." 

NOTHING IN THE WORLD BUT ART 
He attended the artists' schools of St. 

Luke, studied the magnificent works of the 
masters in the halls of the Vatican and the 
Capitol and modelled in the life academies of 
the French and English artists. 

He became friendly with a Signor Gentili 
who practised law and who good naturedly 
offered to teach him Italian. He was anxious 
to learn the language but it came second to 
his art and one day, returning from study in 
the Vatican Museum, he found Signor Gentili 
awaiting him, with his books ready on the 
table. 

He sprang towards them saying, "There 
is nothing in the world but art," and seizing 
them he threw them through the open window. 

Gentili by name, the lawyer evidently had 
a gentle nature also as in spite of his action 
he remained the friend of the young Irishman. 

Signor Gentili abandoned law for the 
Church and when Hogan returned permanently 
to Dublin, Father Gentili, then a member of 
the Rosminian Order and a noted preacher, 
was a frequent visitor to his home and sup
ported Hogan with his friendship through 
many trials ard disappointments. Signor Gentili 
predeceased Hogan and whether by design or 
coincidence the friends rest in adjoining graves 
in Glasnevin Cemetery. 

Hogan made the most of the educational 
opportunities afforded him in Rome and spent 
his days at the various centres and the even
ings quietly in his lodging and indulged in 
none of the excesses generally associated with 
the artistic temperament. 

IMPROVED PROSPECTS 
His prospects improved and he was enabled 

to rent a studio where he modelled figures in 
plaster, hoping to obtain orders for their 
execution in marble from the wealthy English 

visitors whose custom it was to spend their 
winters in Rome. 

It was a coincidence that the studio he 
rented was that previously tenanted by the 
master sculptor, the great Canova who had 
died two months prior to Hogan's arrival in 
Rome. 

Could John Hogan, at the foot of the 
ladder, visualise the day when the elite of 
Rome, ecclesiastical and lay, would throng 
that studio lost in admiration for his work 
and that the highest honour an artist could 
gain would be conferred upon him? 

Hardly likely, and at the moment he was 
happy to indulge his ambition to work in 
marble. The only piece he had done in this 
medium before leaving Cork was a head of 
Sir George Newenham, a friend of Sir Thomas 
Deane's and this is now in the public library 
in Waterford. 

" SHEPHERD BOY " 
His first effort in Rome was his " Shep

herd Boy " for which he engaged a young 
Sabine peasant as model, with a pipe in hjs 
hand and a goat by his side. 

This piece, greatly praised by his fellow 
artists, he sold to Lord Powerscourt who gave 
it an honoured place in the gallery of his 
Wicklow mansion. 

It became the property of the nation in 
1939 and is now in the headquarters of the 
Department of External Affairs, Iveagh House, 
Dublin. 

One of the benefactors who enabled him 
to go to Rome, Sir John Leicester, later Lord 
Tatley, who had a seat in Cheshire, had com
missioned a figure when the , young student 
was leaving Cork and to discharge this obli
gation he cut the group known as Eve Startled 
at the Sight of Death. 

This also excited favourable comment but 
his patron had not the pleasure of seeing it 
as news of Lord Tatley's death reached him 
as the work was completed. His executors 
purchased it and it was in the possession of 
the family until 1936 when it was sold by 
auction and all trace of its whereabouts have 
been lost. 

"THE DRUNKEN FAUN" 
"The Drunken Faun," his next endeavour, 

was the result of a sneering remark, cha!leng
ing Hogan to produce an original sculpture, 
comparable to that of the Greek classical 
school. 

He took up the challenge and was rewarded 
bv the comment of the great Danish sculptor, 
Thorwaldson, who deemed it worthy of an 
Athenian studio. 

This work was never executed in marble 
and two plaster casts, one in University College, 
Dublin, and the other in the Cork School of 
Art, are the fragile heritage of what could 
well have been a masterpiece. 

Perhaps the best known of Hogan's works 
is "The Dead Christ." This is undoubtedly 
looked upon as his masterpiece and the head 
in particular has aroused the admiration of 
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connoisseurs, who down the years have pro
nounced it as one of the finest known in 
sculpture. 

He made several replicas of this model 
which was originally intended for one of the 
churches in Cork and on his first .. visit home 
in 1829 he brought the completed figure with 
him. Inability to raise funds to purchase it 
left Cork without this wonderful work and 
though Archbishop Murray was eager to pur
chase it, the Carmelite Order had the good 
fortune to obtain it at a price of £400 and in 
their church in Clarendon Street, Dublin, it 
remains an object of edification and admiration 
for untold thousands. 

Cork later got a similar figure which is 
to be seen under the High Altar in St. Finbarr's 
(South) Church. 

Mention has just been made of Hogan's 
homecoming for a visit in 1829. As well as 
the large work he brought with him, models 
and casts of smaller items, including "The 
Faun." 

ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION 
He met with an enthusiastic reception in 

Dublin where the Boardroom of the Royal Irish 
Institution was placed at his disposal for the 
exhibition of his work. The Royal Dublin 
Society awarded him a gold medal for the 
" Dead Christ." He also visited Cork where 
his father and sisters still resided, his only 
brother had died in his teens. His time at 
home was rewarding as he was given a number 
of commissions. He also met many of the 
notabilities of the period, ecclesiastical and lay, 
including Archbishop Murray, Daniel O'Connell 
and Thomas Davis. On a later visit he was to 
accompany O'Connell to several of his meetings, 
notably to that at Mullaghmast where he 
placed the "Repeal" cap on O'Connell's head. 

In 1830 he returned to Rome and carried 
out the work entrusted to him and was gener
ally accepted by his fellow artistes as producing 
pieces above the ordinary. Thorwaldron, a 
Dane formerly a pupil of Canova and recognised 
as the worthy successor of the great master, 
when he was leaving Rome to return to his 
native land assured Hogan that he was the 
greatest sculptor he was leaving behind him 
in the Eternal City. 

THE ZENITH OF HIS ART 
By the mid-thirties Hogan was approaching 

the zenith of his art and in 1837 he won in 
competition from ten others the execution of 
a monument to the great Dr. Doyle, better 
known throughout Ireland and Britain as J.K.L., 
the initials of his episcopal designation James, 
of Kildare and Leighlin. This indefatigable 
champion of the poor and ardent worker in 
the Catholic Emancipation struggle had died 
in 1834 and it was felt that his memory should 
be perpetuated by the erection of a monument 
in his Cathedral in Carlow. 

Hogan's brilliant g-enius conceived the 
prelate standing in surplice and soutane, his 
right hand raised heavenward, his left resting 
protectively on the shoulder of Eire kneeling 

by his side, not in an attitude of despair but 
rather of hope in the ultimate alleviation of 
her misery. 

Carved in flawless Carrara marble, the 
. finished work was sensational and Hogan's 

studio was invaded day after day by patrons 
of art, clerical and lay and by artists from 
the city and beyond its confines. 

Naturally Ireland was agog to see it but 
it was more than six months on view before 
Hogan could remove it from his studio. 

It won for him the highest award possible 
at the time in art and he was the only English
speaking artist who had had the honour 
bestowed on him, the election to membership 
of the Virtuosi of the Pantheon, a society 
founded in 1500 A.D. 

Hogan was amazed when told of the elec
tion by the Archbishop secretary, and his 
apµreciation was increased when he was also 
informed that the members were unanimous in 
awarding it. 

Membership carried with it a Dip!oma 
and the wearing on ceremonial occasions of a 
magnificent uniform. Both uniform and Diploma 
may be seen in the National Museum and the 
former consists of black trousers with gold 
braid, a royal blue tailed jacket, ceremonial 
hat and silver-mounted sword. A compass, 
chisel and pencil were engraved on the buttons, 
as was the motto "Florent in Domo Domini." 

Elizabeth Atkinson, his friend and bio
grapher, tells us that " while in Dublin, invita
tions to viceregal banquets and the continuous 
reappearance of couriers, booted, spurred and 
sweating, with despatches from the Castle," 
together with similar attentions bestowed upon 
him by other distinguished people were embar
rassing to the man of simple habits. He admit
ted to his intimRtes, however, that he took 
pleasure and pride in donning the uniform 
knowing that so attired he was unique in these 
western islands. 

STATUE UNVEILED 
Surely he wore it on that day when the 

statue of J .K.L. was unveiled in the Cathedral 
in Carlow! He had previously spent some days 
in the town supervising the placing of the 
monument. 

When Hogan came to Ireland in 1840 he 
was accompanied by his wife, an Italian lady 
named Cornelia de Bevignani, whom he had 
married in 1837. They remained a few months 
in the country and then returned to Rome 
where Hogan continued to hold his place as 
the greatest sculptor of them all. 

Three magnificent examples of his work 
are to be seen in Dublin's City Hall. These are 
the statues of Davis, O'Connell and Thomas 
Drummond, Under-Secretary for Ireland. 

Drummond died in 1840 and his was the 
first statue of the three to be erected. 

A Scotchman, Drummond was that rara 
avis, an under-secretary who was popular with 
the masses, by whom his death was looked 
unon as a calamity. He had given of his hest 
in his endeavours to ameliorate the hardships 
of the people and to introduce a little humanity 
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The famous statue of J.K.L. in Carlow Cathedral. 
(This photo and the photo of John Hogan by courtesy of "The Capuchin Annual.") 
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and justice into the conflicts then so unhappily 
frequent. 

To landlord and magistrate alike he em
phasised the dictum " Property has its dutiPH 
as well as its rights " and these words Hogan 
carved on the plinth of the celossal statue 
erected to him. · 

THE O'CONNELL STATUE 
The O'Connell statue was put in hand at 

the request of the Repeal Association and is 
of gigantic proportions, the figure being twelve 
feet high. 

As was his custom Hogan visited the 
marble quarries to select his material, and in 
this case had to go further afield than usual. 
He located a towering block of flawless white 
at Saravezza, two hundred and fifty miles from 
Rome, and had it quarried. The civic authorities 
were alarmed at the idea of this huge mass 
being transported through the city by a long 
train of oxen, fearing damage to the thorough
fares, but Hogan had his way, and in order 
to get the marble inside he had to remove 
a wall of his studio. Treated in classic fashion 
the statue gives an impression of strength 
and dignity and depicts realistically the Liber
ator of his people. 

Much of his work is in Cork city and 
many examples are in Dublin churches and 
convents as well as in other parts of the coun
try. 

Carlow is fortunate in having a second 
piece-a small group of the Holy Family. 
Waterford has a number of smaller pieces in 
the city and county. 

IN A COUNTRY CHURCH 
There is a fine piece in the sanctuary of 

Ballymurn parish church in Co. Wexford 
erected by Mr. Maher, M.P., as a memorial 
to a relative who died in 1838. A: controversy 
arose in the press in 1936 regarding the authen
ticity of this piece but older parishioners 
maintained it was Hogan's and eventually proof 
was forthcoming even to the money it cost, 
£500. 

HOME FOR GOOD 
Who in Ireland will gainsay tradition? 

Hogan returned home for good in 1849 and 
took up residence at 30 Wentworth Street, 
Dublin. He brought with him what completed 
works were in his Rome studio. 

It was with reluctance that he severed 
his connection with the Eternal City after 
spending a quarter of a century there, to 
return to Ireland in her darkest hour. 

F11mine, followed by the dread cholera 
was taking a heavy toll of life and the crowded 
coffin ships were leaving a trail of bodies in 
their wake across the Atlantic where so many 
of the unfortunates fleeing the country and 
dying on board were consigned to the deep. 

REVOLUTION IN ROME 
Rome itself was in turmoil, revolution 

raged in consequence of Mazzini's attempts to 
overthrow the Papal Government. 

Hogan served Pius IX in the c1v1c guard 
but when the Pope was forced to flee and the 
National Guard formed to support the revolu
tionaries was roping in conscripts the outlook 
was ominous and he decided to return to his 
native land. 

His wife and family followed shortly 
afterwards and he established himself in a 
studio adjacent to his home. 

Alas, there was little prospect of worth
while commissions coming .. his way. The 
churches, both Catholic and Protestant, the 
source from which he was most likely to 
obtain them, had nothing to spare for embel
lishment and others, now that he was no 
longer in Italy, the home of art, passed him 
over. 

It was an amazing and stupid idea, but 
there it was, that work executed in Italy bore 
a cachet of distinction unobtainable elsewhere. 

Some work did, of course, come his way 
and one of his patrons was a Roman friend 
of earlier days, then a Francii;1CRn in St. 
Isidore's afterwards Dr. Mullock, Bishop of St. 
John's, Newfoundland, who commissioned for 
his cathedral a replica of the " Dead Christ " 
and gave him orders from time to time for 
smaller pieces. 

CROWNING DISAPPOINTMENT 
He had a happy home life with his wife 

and eleven children but suffered much from 
lack of recognition. The crowning disappoint
ment of his career ca.me when the Thomas 
Moore Memorial Committee rejected two 
models he had submitted and gave the work 
to Christopher Moore whose reputation as a 
sculptor was mPdiocre. 

On hearing the news he got an appoplectic 
stroke and though he rallied somewhat and 
lingered for some time, it was really the begin
ning of the end. On the Sunday before he 
died, on the 27th March, 1858, he went into 
his studio accompanied by a workman and his 
son, John Valentine, who -had been for some 
time working with his father. He walked 
around inspecting the various pieces on hand 
and sadly gazing at one designed for St. 
Saviour's Dominican Church, said, "Finish 
it well boys, I shall never handle the chisel 
again." 

Another work on hands at the time was 
the "Em,:,ncination," this was the bias relief 
for the Wellington Monument in the Phoenix 
Park. This, with several more unfinished 
pieces, John Valentine took with him to Rome, 
when he went there after his father's death 
to learn the Sculptor's art from Benozzini, 
a friend and companion from his early days 
in the city. 

He died peacefully, comforted by his loving 
wife, who, when he spoke to her of his anxiety 
for her and his family's welfare reassured him 
of her faith in the goodness of God making 
provh1ion for them. 

The funeral took place on the 30th March 
to Glasnevin Cemetery. The authorities there 
were most helpful and when arrangements for 
the burial were being made they offered the 
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choice of any site in the cemetery. The one 
chosen was in the O'Connell circle side by 
side with that of another Roman friend of his 
early days, Father Genitili. 

The funeral was of immense proportions, 
prominent Churchmen, aristocrats, artists, 
scholars, etc., as well as the less notable were 
there. 

SPONTANEOUS GESTURE 
A wonderful spontaneous gesture was made 

by them, with two of their professors, all 
arrayed in cap and gown, headed the cortege 
from the College gates to the Rotunda. 

Four sons were the chief mourners, John 
Valentine, the budding sculptor who died in 
Rome in 1920, Edward, Richard and Joseph, 
the latter joined the service of the Hibernian 
Bank and was manager of a branch in Cork 
City until he retired. He died at an advanced 
age in the early 1930's. Another son, presum
ably too young to attend the funeral, became 
a medico and was a surgeon general in the 
British Navy. 

One of his daughters entered the Loreto 
Order in Dublin. 

Mrs. Hogan had a marble slab put over 
the grave bearing simply the name "John 
Hogan." No other monument was rah:ed to his 

memory until 1930 when as a result of .a 
public appeal for funds an Irish limestone 
cross was erected. 

It is eleven feet nine inches in height 
and in addition to the usual details bears the 
following inscription: 

" The genius displayed in his marvellous 
group, The Doctor Doyle Memorial, Carlow, 
his great talent contributed to native Irish art 
many grand conceptions. He served his country 
faithfully and died in her service." 

POSTSCRIPT 
John Valentine who, as mentioned, fol

lowed his father's footsteps, carved many 
pieces in the Hogan style and this at times 
has caused confusion and, it may be added, 
disappointment in some cases when a later 
generation holding the belief that their Pieta 
or other group depicting a sacred object is the 
work of the maestro to find when the question 
of dates comes up that they were executed 
after Hogan's death. 

This is not written to disparage the 
younger Hogan's work for it is very creditable 
indeed, but John Hogan of Co. Waterford. 
Cork and Rome was a king among sculptors, 
with many imitators and few equals. 

The Carlow of '88 
By HUGH CLIFTON 

fOR this flashback I am indebted to my-and 
Carlow's-old friend, The Nationalist and 

Leinster Times, as I've come across a District 
Directory and Almanac which it issued in 
1888, contents of· ••wm.ch make interesting 
reading. 

The population of the county is given as 
46,568 for 1881; 51,650 for 1871; 57 ,137 for 
1861, and 86,228 for 1841 (a sobering thought 
to learn that the county's population almost 
halved itself in 40 years!) There were 597 
townlands and 7 baronies in 1888, with six 
Petty Sessions districts policed by a force 
(R.I.C.) of four officers and 114 men. And
dipping into ancient history-we're told Con 
of The Hundred Battles when dividing Ireland 
into two jurisdictions, made Dewrigh or Dewa 
Slaney (between Carlow and Leighlin) and 
Naas, Co. Kildare, the sites of the royal 
palaces. . 

But returning to 1'888, we learn that Co. 
Carlow (well-wooded) is noted for the excellence 
of its cattle, whilst agriculture is carried on 
in a very superior manner. The staple trade 
is in wool, corn, butter, flour, cattle, fowl, 
eggs and potatoes, all exported in large quanti
ties. And in the county's soil is found the 
finest limestone and ~nite in Ireland. 

FOURTEEN 

MODERN NEATNESS 
Carlow Town contains more than 16 good 

streets, the · two principal ones dividing the 
town into four nearly equal parts which are 
sub-divided into smaller streets. Carlow has 
an air of modern neatness, its streets being 
kept in good repair; its appearance very 
business-like and the town is increasing in 
extent, if not in population. It is the chief 
mart for the agricultural products of surround
ing districts and does an extensive trade in 
butter and corn, the latter item meeting with 
ready sale in London. There are public markets 
locally for the sale of butter, fowl, eggs, fish 
and potatoes. The town's trade was very well 
maintained during the years of depression 
although most of its ancient industries, e.g. 
brewing, distilling and tanning, have disap
peared. However, it had now several large,. 
modernly-equipped flour mills, also the mineral 
water factory of Messrs. Corcoran and Co. 
and these industries gave good employment. 
We note there are three printing establishments 
and two newspapers: The Nationalist and 
Leinster Times and the Carl<YW Sentinel. 

The Town Commissioners are Local Sani
tary Authority. The public lighting-being by 
oil-is not all that could be desired. Water 



supply is from public and private pumps. The 
Town Hall was opened in March 1886 (building 
commenced in 1883). Messrs. Connolly of Dublin 
were the contractors. Its cost, with that for 
the new Market Place, amounted to nearly 
£4,000. The hall is heated by pate11t·gas stoves. 

The height of Carlow Cathedral's tower 
is 151 feet, and three bishops, viz: Most Rev. 
Drs. Doyle, Nolan and Haly, are interred 
within the cathedral's walls. The first-named 
prelate's statue (J.K.L.) cost £1,300. The Pre
sentation Convent, founded in 1810, was 
completed in 1875. The Mercy Convent was 
established 1837. 

ORNAMENTAL STRUCTURE 

The Courthouse, an octagonal edifice of 
hewn granite, has a Doric portico in imitation 
of the Acropolis of Athens. The Mental Hospital 
houses 318 patients-162 males, 156 females 
-Carlow Workhouse is a very ornamental 
structure, scarcely in keeping with its purpose 
as far as appearance is concerned. 

The Carlow C.Y.M.S. was established in 
1886 (in succession to Catholic Institute which 
existed 30 years). £600 capital was subscribed 
to purchase the Racquet Court premises (one 
of the finest racquet courts in Ireland) by 
C.Y.M.S. trustees. We are told that this com
paratively new club runs a Literary Society, 
also a Gaelic Football and Athletic section. 

Carlow Y.M.C.A. has its rooms in Burrin 
Street, whilst the Commercial Club operates 
in Brown Street in the realm of billiards, 
bagatelle and reading. There is another bil
liards room in Dublin Street-John Doolin, 
proprietor, whilst Thomas Doyle's ball court 
makes the welkin ring in Tullow Street. 

Carlow's Member of Parliament is Colonel 
The O'Gorman Mahon; its Resident Magistrate, 
R. Kennedy, and the following, are some of 
its industrialists and traders, as gleaned from 
advertisements in the Directory: -

Thomas Thompson, Hanover Ironworks, 
makes iron roofs, pumps, gates, boilers, and 
does general mill work. 

Michael Molloy has an Irish Woollen Ware
house. 

Benjamin Coleman is a painter, glazier, 
decorator, etc. 

McDonald's Cigar Divan and Hairdressing 
Saloon is to the fore. 

Albert Morris and Co. are Ironmongers, 
Seedsmen, Druggists and Furniture Dealers; 
also renovate, upholster and polish furniture. 
Address: 140 Tullow Street. 

Bridget Lawler of 27 Tullow Street, sells 
Groceries and Provisions, and W. J. Boyd 
provides Footwear at No. 132, same street. 
At No. 33, a few doors from Bridget Lawler's, 
Painting and Ecclesiastical Decorating is effect
ed by James C. Fenelon. 

Samuel H. Hunt of 17 Dublin Street is a 
Saddler and Harness-maker, and at No. 44, 
same street, we find the Furniture Warerooms 
of William Douglas, who is also a Funeral 
Undertaker. 

Joseph O'Brien says his House is the best 
one locally for Tea, Wine, Whiskey and Tobacco, 

and in College Street, John Molloy operates as 
Barber, Hairdresser and Cutler. 

CARLOW'S MERCHANT PRINCES 
And the following category would be the 

result of a ' bird's-eye view ' of the humans 
in the van of Carlow's economic activities of 
1888:-

Three Engineers and Surveyors. 
Two builders. 
Two Apothecaries. 
Five Auctioneers. 
Fifteen Master Bakers. 
Twenty Boot and Shoe Makers. 
Seven Boot and Shoe Warehouses. 
Three butter merchants. 
Five Corn Merchants. 
Two Dentists. 
Four Fancy Warehouses. 
Thirty-eight Grocers, Tea and Spirit Mer-

chants. 
Three Leather Sellers. 
Thirteen Car and Coach Owners. 
Eleven Carpenters and Cabinet Makers. 
Six China, Glass and Earthenware Dealers. 
Four Coopers. 
Six Coal Merchants. 
Two Confectioners. 
Two Foundries. 
Three Fowl Dealers. 
Nine Hotels. 
Three Hairdressers. 
Nine Ironmongers. 
Thirteen Linen, Woollen and Cloth Drapers. 
One Mineral Water Manufacturer. 
Eight Merchant Tailors. 
Four Millers. 
Fourteen Milliners and Dressmakers. 
Four Painters and Glaziers. 
Three pawnbrokers. 
Four Plumbers and Gasfitters. 
Three Printers. 
Four Physicians. 
One Piano Tuner. 
Eighteen Provision . Dealers. 
One Rope and Twine Maker. 
Nine Smiths. 
Six Solicitors. 
Six Saddlers and Harnessmakers. 
Nine Seedsmen. 
Four Stone and Miuhle Carvers. 
One Tallow Chandler. 
Four Timber Merchants. 
Six Undertakers. 
One Veterinary Surgeon. 
Eight Victuallers. 
Two Watchmakers and Jewellers. 
Three Wool Merchants. 
One Commissioner for Affidavits. 
This '"birds-eye view" may not have given 

our bird the food it was seeking, but surely the 
spectacle of four coopers or six saddlers should 
give Carlow of 1961 food for thought? On the 
other hand, the sight of three busy pawn
brokers scarcely suggests sound economy, 
although I hasten to add that 'Uncle' can be 
a most useful member of society. 

However, Carlow Marches On. 
"And bravely the note of (its) trumpet 

is sounding." 
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VICTOR HADDEN writes about the history of 

Graigue 
JN ancient times there was an important Ford 

across the Barrow at Carlow. At an unknown 
date this was replaced by an even more import
ant Bridge. The historical record, however, is 
not at all clear, and the references to the 
Bridge are few and far between. This is 
illustrated by the following extract from a 
paper which was given, many years ago, by 
Mr. Robert Malcolmson and appears in Volume 
X of the Journal of the Royal Society of Anti
quaries: 

" Of the era of the erection of the Bridge 
we have no historical record, nor is the 
name of the Builder known. Its origin was 
probably coeval with the Castle . . . nor have 
we been able to trace any distinctive refer
ences to the Bridge in the various and 
eventful Annals of the Province. Forming, 
as this structure did, an important adjunct 
and appurtenance of the Castle, being within 
the domain of that fortress, its vicissitudes 

Bridge 
must be considered with the general history 
of the Castle and Town." 

There are, however, rather more historical 
references than Mr. Malcolmson suggested and 
some of these are given below in chronological 
order; most of these are gleaned from the 
two excellent articles by Lord Walter Fitz
gerald on "The Castle and Manor of Carlow." 

Lord Walter Fitzgerald states that there 
was a Bridge over the Barrow in existence 
as early as the later half of the thirteenth 
century, which the Burgesses of Carlow, under 
a penalty of fine, were bound to keep in repair. 
The structure was probably built of timber. 

In the year 1552 a new lease of the 
Manor of Carlow was granted and this time 
the Manor included, among others, " An Old 
Stone Castle with four towers on the east side 
of the Barrow; one tower on the other side." 
It has been stated that this " Tower on the 
other side " was situated on the island now 

Graigue Bridge viewed from the North West as it is today. Photo-Godfrey 
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Another lO'Vely view of Graligue Bridge viewed from the south. Photo-Godfrey 

occupied by Miss Foley's house on the Bridge, 
but it seems doubtful if this island could have 
formed an adequate foundation for a fortified 
tower of even moderate size. 

FOUNDATIONS LAID 
Mr. Marlborough Douglas in his article 

of 1920 writes as follows: " For forty years 
no Bridge existed in Carlow over the Barrow 
or the Burrin. Ferries were used instead. 
However it is recorded that in 1569 the 
foundations of the Bridge in Carlow were laid 
by Sir Henry Sydney." This information is 
confirmed by the Map of Leix dated 1563 
which shows Carlow Castle, and the White 
Castle on the Leix bank of the river, but no 
bridge between. 

In 1577 Rorie Oge O'More of Leix entered 
the town with his followers in the early hours 
of the morning and sacked it, burning many of 
the houses. It is recorded that in his march 
away Robert Hartpole, with half a score of 
horsemen, charged upon them in the ford and 
there killed seventeen or eighteen of his men. 
This incident is mentioned by none other than 
Sir Henry Sydney who was referred to by 

Mr. Douglas and his reference to the ford 
between Carlow and Leix would suggest that 
if Sir Henry had laid foundations for a bridge 
in 1569 the bridge itself was not built in 
1577. If bridges in those days were built 
with the expedition of to-day this long delay 
is not surprising! 

In 1646 General Preston commenced to 
batter Carlow Castle with his artillery but 
failing to make an impression upon it he took 
the artillery across the Barrow and planted 
it against "The Bridge Castle" in Graigue, 
also called the " White Castle " which pre
sently capitulated. 

BRIDGE OF BULLRUSHES 
In 1650 Cromwell's forces invested Carlow 

Castle and one of his officers, describing the 
operation, makes the following reference: " The 
place was esteemed by the enemy to be of 
great importance and, therefore, was fortified 
by them with divers works; besides it had a 
small Castle at the foot of the bridge and a 
river running under the walls of the castle." 

Continued on page 19 
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Carlow Gas Works 
By TERESA KELLY 

fHE honour of the first attempt to supply 
the town of Carlow with Gas must go to 

a Mr. Colquhoun, a Scotch engineer. 
In 1845 he rented a plot of ground on 

Castle Quay from Mr. Samuel Haughton, and 
erected there the first Gas Works; he also laid 
supply mains through the principal streets. 

Mr. Colquhoun's charge was 12/6 per 
1,000 cubic feet; whether this price was con
sidered too high, or the people resented a 
stranger, an opposition company was started 
early the following year ( 1846) with Mr. 
Simon Clarke (Miller) of Hanover House as 
Chairman. 

The new business was named " The Carlow 
Gaslight Joint Stock Company." The share
holders were composed of representative 
townsmen. 

The five original trustees were Henry 
Bruen, M.P. (Oak Park), Robert Clayton 
Browne (Browne's Hill), John Alexander (Mil
ford House), Thomas Tench Vigors (Eirendale), 
Rev. James Ignatius Taylor, D.D., President 
of Carlow College. 

The directors chose as the site for the 
new works premises on the property of Mr. 
Francis R. Malcomson at the end of Mont
gomery Street adjoining the River Barrow. 
The site was ideal, being at a lower level 
compared with the other portion of the town. 

The premises comprised a spacious yard, 
with dwellinghouse facing the street and a 
large three-storied building facing the River 
Barrow, which were originally an extensive 
textile industry carried on by Mr. Bewley who 
employed over 100 had'ds; and later a malt 
house worked by Messrs. Kane Bros. 

The original Capital was £3,000 in shares 
of £5 (five) each; which was further increased 
to £3,230. In the deed of Co. Partnership it 
was expressly stated "That in no event shall 
the Capital of the Company be increased 
beyond the total Capital of £9,000." 

GREAT POMP 
The foundation stone of the new building 

was laid with great pomp and eclat. The neces
sary work was then pushed on with energy 
by the directors. 

An unexpected difficulty was met with 
in the construction of the tank for the gas 
holder, which puzzled the experts and caused 
great pecuniary loss. As soon as it was com
pleted, the huge cistern was found to leak 
very considerably. To remedy this defect, the 
interior walls and floor were thickly coated 
with cement. This remedy proved useless. It was 
only then discovered that the cause of the 
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The late Mr. L. G. Young remembered 'by 
many as manager of the Carlcnv Gas Works 

from 1902 to 1945 

escape of water was a powerful spring which 
disintegrated and dislodged the material com
posing the bottom of the tank. To crush down 
the spring was now attempted and for this 
purpose a floor of large stone blocks was laid. 
This plan was equally ineffective, and among 
those who were consulted at the time was the 
celebrated "Railway King," William Dargan. 
While engineers were consulting and consider
ing plans, one who had no engineering or 
scientific pretentions, suggested as a solution 
to the present difficulty that the spring should 
be allowed to flow through a conduit, or arti
ficial means of escape, constructed under the 
bottom of the tank, instead of wasting time 
and money in an effort to repress it. 

This suggestion was at once availed of, 
and the soundness of the unprofessional opin
ion was proved in the speedy result of a 
water-tight tank. The work now progressed 
rapidly, large mains were laid, service pipes 
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were put into houses of intending consumers, 
the retorts were lighted and charged and gas 
was produced. 

COMPETITION 
The Carlow Gas Co. had begun its com

petition with the undertaking founded by Mr. 
Colquhoun, who soon afterwards disposed of 
his works and all his interest therein to his 
rivals in trade for the sum of £1,500. 

In 1849, money had to be borrowed under 
a supplementary deed for extention. The repay
ment of this sum of £800 bearing 6% 
interest was a work that pressed so much on 
the resources of the Company that no dividend 
was declared for 8 or 9 years. After that a 5% 
dividend was paid. 

During the managership of Mr. Gregan 
a complete renewal of the work was carried out, 
which included additional gas holders, a new 
bench of retorts, new purifiers, new condensors 
and other appliances at a cost of £2,000. 

This enterprise showed results, comparing 
the Balance Sheets of 1879-'80 and 1887-'88 
-a space of eight years-showed that in the 
former years the gas rental was £1,252 with 
receipts of £197 for coke, tar and other refuse 
products and a nett profit of £440. In the 
latter year 1887'88, gas rental was £1,746, 
receipts for coke, tar, etc., was £332, and a 
nett profit of £922, equivalent to 17 % . 

TOWNS IMPROVEMENT (IRELAND) 
ACT 1854 

The following advertisement appeared in 
the local papers, September 1856: 

" The Commissioners of the Town and 
Borough of Carlow hereby give notice that 
they are willing to enter into a contract for 
the lighting with gas from sunset to sunrise 

CO'ntinued /ram page 17 

Another soldier writing of the same siege 
makes the following comment: " A passage 
over the Barrow was by one bridge of bull
rushes and another of timber." The "Bridge 
of Bullrushes" was almost certainly a tem
porary military structure which became neces
sary through lack of access to the bridge 
proper. A bridge of reeds and wattles was 
constructed near The Slip during this very 
operation and is probably the structure de
scribed as a "Bridge of Bullrushes." 

In comparing these references it should 
be borne in mind that while in most cases the 
bridge referred to is that between the Castle 
and Graigue across the River Barrow, there 
must have also been a bridge across the River 
Burrin (though there is no reference to a stone 
bridge here prior to about 1670) and a third 

( each lamp consuming at least four cubic 
feet of gas per hour), the Public Lamps 
situated in the said Town and Borough, com
mencing on the 1st day of October next (1856) 
and ending on the 31st day of March, 1857 
inclusive (seven moonlight nights in each 
month of said period excepted). The contractor 
will be required to provide such of the lamps, 
etc., as are not the property of the Commis
sioners and to light, extinguishing, properly 
clean, and keep in repair, including glazing, 
the entire number to be lighted, and also to 
give security. The Act of Parliament requiring 
such, for the due and faithful performance 
of the contract. Tender to be lodged at the 
Office of the Commissioners before 12 noon, 
Wednesday, 24th September, 1856. By Order, 
Thomas Corcoran (Jnr.), Town Clerk, Carlow." 

The Carlow Gas Co. continued through the 
years to supply gas to an ever increasing 
number of consumers until August 1956. The 
works closed 100 years after " The Carlow 
Gaslight Joint Stock Co." was founded. 

The public gas lighting was changed to 
electricity in the 1890s when Messrs. J. H. 
Gordon of London introduced electricity . to 
the town of Carlow. They had their generating 
station in Burrin Street and a transformer 
station in Haymarket. 

Major Alexander (Milford) bought out 
Messrs. Gordon's interest in 1898. The Electric
ity Supply Board acquired Major Alexander's 
electric light plant and premises in 1929. 
These premises, situated on the corner of 
Ballymanus Terrace and the Quay, have since 
been demolished by the Local Authorities and 
is now planted with raised beds of flowers. 
Seats are also provided for townspeople and 
visitors to rest and sun themselves by the 
banks of the Barrow. 

bridge across the fosse of the Castle between 
the Castle and the Castle Gate of Carlow 
Town. 

The first referenoe to the Tower on the 
Graigue side of the River Barrow appears to 
be in the year 1552. Such a tower would seem 
to have been of little importance for the forti
fication of the castle prior to the building of 
a permanent bridge across the River Barrow. 
As soon, however, as such a structure was 
in contemplation it became necessary to estab
lish a tower as a bridgehead to defend the 
bridge on the Leix side of the river. 

The old stone bridge across the Barrow 
was widened in 1815 and named the "Welling
ton Bridge" after the Victor of Waterloo. Even 
to-day the extent of the widening (which was 
made on the Northern side) can be seen from 
below on the arches of the bridge. 
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REV. P. J. BROPHY writes on 

Election Cam,paigns 
of the early nineteenth century and the relationships between 

Landlord and Tenant. 

The conduct of political affairs in Co. 
Carlow during the nineteenth century is an 
absorbing story of the struggle of the people 
to wrest from the landlords their right and 
liberty to select their own representatives in 
Parliament. "Perhaps no county in Ireland 
. . . ever witnessed more appalling scenes of 
tyranny than from time to time have been 
exhibited in that of Carlow. The conduct of 
the obligarchy of the county in election con
tests promoted upon all sides dissention and 
strife, for they originated a struggle between 
patriotism and power." In 1835 the greatest 
excitement prevailed throughout the county at 
the approach of the general election and candi
dates were put forward to oppose the landlord 
M.P.'s, Bruen and Kavanagh, who regarded 
their seats as family perquisites. 

The triumphant return of Messrs. Raphael 
and Vigors in June as representatives for 
Carlow was hailed with delight throughout the 
county. In 1831 the landlord ascendancy over 
the tenants was undermined for the first time 
in history by the defeat of the landed interests 
in the general election. After years of oppres
sion and submission to landlord domination 
the people of Carlow by this signal victory 
established their right to send whom they 
pleased to Parliament· in the face of the most 
unscrupulous bribery, on the part of the 
defeated candidates. Such a flagrant violation 
of the elementary laws of justice attracted. 
public attention and was the subject of a 
vigorous pamphlet exposing the persecutions 
on the part of the Carlow landlords against 
their poorer dependents for political and religi
ous purposes. A petition was presented by Mr. 
Vigors which referred to " persecution as well 
as conspiracy against freedom and purity of 
election by intimidation of the electors, by the 
expulsion from their lands and residences of 
Catholic tenantry and ancient resident labour
ing families, and by the cost and terror of 
distraints for rent and other legal processes; 
and praying for a full and strict inquiry into 
all the facts and circumstances." 

RUTHLESS CAMPAIGN 

The commission of inquiry was hushed up 
while the defeated landlords nourished their 
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supposed grievances and avenged themselves 
on their helpless tenants by a ruthless campaign 
of evictions. Family after family was thrown 
out on the road for arrears of rent with no 
provision for their protection and shelter. Some 
of them soon found their way, worn out by 
misery, to an early grave, others, by begging, 
staved off death by starvation. Some built 
temporary huts within the view of their former 
residences, or in the dykes of ditches, where 
they lived for months in conditions of misery 
which it is impossible to describe. Not content 
with evictions and notices to quit, the land
lords in open court declared they would exter
minate tenants who opposed Toryism. As the 
parish priest of Graiguecullen wrote at the time: 
" The oppression of the people in this country 
has very nearly passed the limit of human 
endurance. The cup of bitterness is filled to 
overflowing.'' 

THE TITHE TROUBLES 

If anything was lacking to complete this 
sad picture of landlord tyranny it was supplied 
by the ruthless exaction of tithes from the 
impoverisheq Catholics by the parsons. In few 
dioceses were the tithes so heartlessly exacted 
as in Kildare and Leighlin, and nowhere did 
the people display greater spirit and earnest
ness in their resolve to resist them. It was at 
Graiguenamanagh that the first blow was 
struck in the war against tithes. Incidents 
occurred in various parts of the country and 
a bloody battle was fought at Newtownbarry 
which resulted in a great number of deaths. 
Nearer Tullow great excitement was caused ~Y 
the seizure of some bullocks from a family 
named Germaine in Lisnavagh in payment of 
tithes due. The land is still known as " The 
Germaines." Even the very necessities of life 
were seized from the poorest people to satisfy 
the unjust demands of the Protestant clergy
men. 

We are fortunate in having first-hand 
evidence of the severe strain which this uniust 
~ imposed on the people. In 1824 the tithes 
of the parish were assessed by two ProtP."ltant 
commissioners, Pilsworth Whelan and William 
Young appointed under the Tithe Composition 
Act which was framed to improve conditions 



We give here the total value of the tithes for 
each townland. 

£ s. d. 
Ballymurphy 33 2 31 
Butlersgrange 63 15 
Copenagh 47 11 4l 
Downings 54 11 lH 
Kill 54 10 6 
Mount Arran 88 16 1 
Heath Lands 28 15 3 
Rathlyon 35 7 8 
Tullow Lands 127 14 9 
Tankards town 116 14 10 
Roscat 67 19 4 
Ardristan 67 12 7 

A further grievance, if any further were 
needed, was the fact that in many cases a 
partition of the tithes payable were the per
quisites of absente landlords. The tithes of 
Aghade were valued at £135, of which £90 
went to the Vicar, and £45 to Lord Downes, 
and in Ballon where the tithes were worth 
£220, £80 went to the Vicar while Lord 
Cloncury claimed the remaining £140. 

THE ELECTION OF 1837 AND AFTER 

At the elections of 1837 the landlord 
candidates again lost their seats to Messrs. 
Vigors and Yates in spite of intimidation and 
threats of eviction. In December of that year 
a bye-election was held to fill the position 
vacated by the death of Mr. Vigors. The seat 
was contested by Col. Bruen and Hon. F. 
Ponsonby, and Bruen was · returned with a 
majority of 167, his opponent having abandon
ed the field on the third day of the election. 
The electors (it will be recalled were all 
tenants of the candidate and) had to record 
their vote publicly and thus the success of 
Col. Bruen on this occasion is easily explained. 
This unexpected restoration of the landlord 
class to Parliament caused acute dissatisfaction 
in Carlow. A campaign against those who 
had voted for Bruen was set on foot. The 
clergy took a prominent part in the struggle 
against the landlords and scenes of violence 
were witnessed in various parts of the county, 
but especially in the area around Tullow. It 
was alleged that bodies of men were organised 
to patrol the roads at night who "under the 
command of lea.ders, and, with horns blowing 
and much shouting proceeded to the residence 
of several farmers-and put them in dread 
and terror of their lives-using the most 
violent threats towards them if they declined 
to attend and. register" as freeholders entitled 
to a vote. Meetings were held night and 
day to the dismay of the landlord magistrates 
who were compelled to look on at this vigorous 
assertion of independence by their one time 
submissive tenants. Efforts were made to put 
an end to the agitation by the imposition of 
fines but in vain. No sooner was the fine 

imposed than it was paid by a public sub
scription raised for that purpose. 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

Certain incidents which took place during 
the winter of 1840 in Tullow merit full 
description. The following account is taken 
from a pamhlet compiled to defend the land
lords cause and so must be treated with the 
greatest reserve. "At Tullow bench of 
magistrates on Saturday, 12th December, 
Michael Fenelon, Johannah Lalor, George Ryan 
and four other persons were charged with 
having committed an aggravated assault on a 
family named Hayden, whose parent had voted 
for Colonel Bruen. Acording to the evidence 
of Anne Hayden, a girl of 15 years the 
assault was committed on the previous Sunday, 
December 6th during Mass, "I was in the 
Chapel on Sunday last, and was at my prayers 
when Johanah Lalor came up and said, 'Here 
is another of them'. She seized me by the 
bonnet and tore it to pieces with the hair 
off my head. I was then surrounded by a 
crowd, dragged out of the Chapel, and when 
outside, Fenelon gave me a kick in the side, 
and knocked me down. When some persons 
leaped on me (great sensation in the Court), 
they dragged me then to the Chapel gate, my 
clothes being torn in pieces and while bleeding 
in the nose, I was knocked down by another 
blow which blackened my side. The yard and 
street were full of people and I thought I 
would be killed. I was saved by the police." 
One cannot but doubt certain details of this 
story, particularly its supposed occurence 
during Mass. William Hayden, Anne's brother 
suffered a similar fate on the same day and 
described it · in the court though in less vivid 
terms than his more imaginative sister. While 
in the chapel he alleged he was "surrounded 
by a crowd, knocked down on my face by a 
blow, and dragged on my back out of the 
chapel. I was then pelted with stones by the 
mu!titude. I think there were 50 persons 
throwing stones at me from the chapel to the 
police office where I ran for protection. I 
received a great many blows that knocked me 
down. The stones were falling so th;,.k nn me 
tbitt I thought every moment would be my 
last, as the crowd shouted 'Don't let one of 
them escape alive!' '(exclamations of horror in 
the court.) I never did anything to anybody 
but my father voted for Colonel Bruen." James 
Hayden, a third member of the unfortunate 
family also described how he was dragged from 
the chapel and stoned. 

PRISONERS LIBERATED 

The bench, after hearing all the evidence, 
sentenced the chapel rioters to various penal
ties, amounting to £22 and the prisoners were 
removed in the custody of the police to the 
lock-up, preparatory to the removal to the 
county gaol. Within half an hour after the 
conviction of the prisoners a meeting of 
sympathisers was held in the town at which 
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the amount of the penalty was subscribed. 
This sum was conveyed through a respectable 
shopkeeper, Mr. Whalley to chief constable 
Fitzgibbon who liberated the prisoners. "Thus 
establishing" concluded the pamphleteer, 
"beyond any possibility of doubt that the out
rages were premeditated". The Haydens were 
not the only victims of the popular indignation. 
There were two other complainants in court 
on the same day, Mary and Michael Eustace, 
who had been beaten in the chapel also. Fr. 
Nolan had persuaded them on the previous 
day to remain silent about what had occurred 
on the previous Sunday. When questioned in 
court "they stated that they were with their 
priest, and would prefer going to goal, than 
to tell one word about what took place in the 
chapel". 

Hacketstown chapel was the scene of 
similar incidents when several electors were 
beaten and two young women were beaten and 
thrown out into the street-relatives of 
electors who had voted for the landlord. A 
notice was posted on the chapel gate at 
Leighlinbridge on December 8th calling for a 
boycoot of the defaulting electors. A second 
attack was made on the Haydens at Mass in 
Tullow on Christmas day when they were 
beaten and turned out of the chapel, being 
told to quit the country. The police under 
sub-inspector Fitzgibbon were summoned from 
the Protestant church where they were at 
service, to rescue the luckless family from the 
menace of the crowd who had taken up stones 
to drive them away. The crowd was dispersed 
and the Haydens returned to the chapel. 

CAUSE OF ALARM 
This state of continued disorder in Tullow 

and the surrounding districts became a cause 
of alarm to the county magistrates who 
assembled in Carlow in January 1841 to take 
measures to promote peace once again. They 
forwarded a petition to the Lord Lieutenant 
in which they professed their inability to 
remedy the prevailing disorders and appealed 
for at least 50 police to be stationed in that 
district with directions to keep up continued 
patrols. They pointed out that of the 100 
outrages which occurred in Carlow only those 
which took place in Tullow were ever 
prosecuted. To their intense dissatisfaction 
the magistrates application was refused, and 
things were left to settle down. In the words 
of . the Protestant apologist profound peace 
now settled down on Carlow, "not a sound 
was heard if we· except the busy hum of rural 
industry. The gentry forgot past differences, 
they gave additional employment to the 
labouring classes, they extended their usual 
( ! ) indulgences to the tenantry; and expended 
their incomes at home; thus diffusing the 
blessings of comfort and contentment on all 
around.'' 

PROFESSED REPRESENTATIVES 
Upon this idyllic scene of rural prosperity 

there came Daniel O'Connell, the great Catholic 
leader and his son John as professed represen-
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tatives for County Carlow. A vigorous 
campaign followed in which O'Connell fiercely 
attacked the landlords and the Protestant 
domination recalling to the people the recent 
massacre of Catholics at Newtownbarry during 
the Tithe War and the murder of Fr. Walsh, 
P.P., of Borris. The election took place on 
July 10th, 1841 and was marked by scenes 
of the wildest excitement in Carlow town. It 
was a neck to neck struggle between the 
four candidates resulting in a victory for the 
landlord interest. 

Bruen ........................ 705 
Bunbury ..................... 704 
Yates ........................ 697 
O'Connell ..................... 696 

Disappointment and dissatisfaction with 
this result was soon in evidence throughout 
the country. Indignation with electors who 
had voted for the landlords was manifested in 
scenes at the chapels in Bagenalstown and 
Hacketstown. On August 1, three men were 
dragged out of Rathoe chapel and severely 
beaten with sticks because they had voted for 
Colonel Bruen and Mr. Bunbury. A few days 
later two children Ellen and James MacMahon 
were turned out of Rathoe School and pelted 
home with stones as black-sheep, their father 
being friendly to Bruen though not an elector. 
All who had helped to procure the landlord 
triumph were marked men. A certain Mr. 
Salter, a tenant of Bruen's who had 
distinguished himself by his zealous support 
of the .landlord had a farm in Ballybit which 
he used to visit twice weekly. A plot was 
laid to assassinate Salter for his share in the 
Bruen victory but his Catholic herd, Cummins, 
had frustrated it by sending a message to 
warn him that armed men were lying in wait 
for him in Ballybrit. One day when Cummins 
was out looking after cattle in Ballybit he 
was suddenly pounced on from behind a ditch, 
knocked down by a blow of a bludgeon and 
beaten. His ears were cut off and he was 
told that he got that for breaking his oath 
and warning his sassanach master. 

BIGOTRY AND TYRANNY 
In 1852 elections provided a further 

demonstration of bigotry and tyranny since it 
was proposed to give authority to civil officials 
to visit at any hour of the day or night 
convents and houses of religious for inspection. 
The Bishops called on the people to vote 
against this insult and stand by their priests 
which tl;ley did and won the day. In Tullow 
some families who feared that to oppose the 
landlord would mean eviction took refuge in 
the monastery to escape his anger. A fine 
example of courage in the face of such 
intimidation is related of the Maher family of 
Rathlyon. Fr. Muldowney, Adm. and the land
lord met at the farmhouse each looking for 
the vote for himself. Mr. Maher asked them 
to wait a moment while he went indoors and 
called his wife and family out. 'Now', said 
he 'here's our Priest and our landlord looking 

Continued on page 21 
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The Old Car"low Society congratulates Rathvilly on winning the Bord Faille {l'idy Towns com
petition for 1961, and Aidan Murrwy writes about-

Royal Rathvilly 
JHE more one reflects on the serene historical 

logic of Rathvilly becoming Ireland's most 
prominent town in this Patrician year, the 
more does one wonder if it is not a 20th 
century renaissance, an outcropping of the 
native genius, distilled through the ages, which 
has flowered into triumph. Perhaps we Celts 
put too much store on tradition and heredity, 
but when a town whose very name links it 
with the Druids of pre-Christian times and 
which has figured witq duitinction in our 
annals for 4000 years, can ach1eve a communal 
success of national importance, we are entitled 
to link it with the splendid history of this town, 
small in population but great in pride of place 
and the pageantry of the past. 

The Fort or Rath which gave the town 
its name is still there for all to see, but the 
great tree which overshadowed it has gone. 
The Bile, or · sacred tree, may have been the 
scene of Druidic rites or may have been used 
for the inauguration of kings. This Moat of 
Rathvilly was the residence of the kings of 
Leinster when St. Patrick began his mission. 
The king of that time, Criomthann, had first 
opposed the Christian teaching, but was bap
tised by St. Patrick at the well to the north 
of the town which still bears the Saint's name. 

A poem attributed to Dubthach, the chief 
Druid of the Ard Ri and Patrick's first convert 
at Tara, says in praise of Criomthann: 

" It is he who believed Patrick without 
hard conditions; 

He received him as a chaste, holy soul's 
friend, 

At Rathvilly, 
The blessing which he gave never decays, 
Upon beautiful Mell, 
Upon Daithi's head, 
And upon Criomthann." 
Mell, his wife, and Daithi, his son, had 

been baptised with Criomthann. 
Criomthann was buried at Sletty in 484, 

a short distance from the town of Carlow, 
where St. Fiac, the nephew of Dubthach, had 
founded a monastery, the bounds of which 
were set by Patrick himself. 

DANISH AND NORMAN TIMES 

Moving on to Danish times we find a King 
Bruadar of Hy Kinsellagh harassed by the 
O'Tooles Princes of Imaal. Bruadar lived at 
Rathvilly and in Norman times there are 
echoes or' Dermot Mac Murrough, in whose ter
ritories· Rathvilly lay. 

The Castle of Rathvilly has been attrihuted 
to de Lacy, but the Mac Murroughs ruled this 
neighbourhood, holding in contempt the claims 

of the settlers. Through Rathvilly passed, also, 
Edward Bruce. 

Art Mac Murrough Kavanagh, during 
Richard H's ill-conceived progress through 
Leinster was summoned by the Earl Marshall 
to a parley. At Grange, near Rathvilly parish, 
Art assembled the O'Byrne and O'Nolan chief
tains with Rory Og O'Moore, and told the 
Marshall that he would treat only with the 
King. 

The Castle at Rathvilly had passed from 
the Kavanaghs to the Geraldines by the begin
ning of the 16th century, and in the reign of 
James the First it was granted, with the lands, 
to the Butlers, Earls of Ormonde. In 1641 
it was seized by the Confederates, and in 1650 
was dismantled by the Parliamentarians. 

Even through the darkest of the Penal 
Days, Rathvilly preserved its Mass-house. In 
1731 only one such Chapel was listed, but by 
1766 there were two in the Parish. 

1798 

Tradition holds that 300 men from the 
parish marched to join the Insurgents in 1798, 
Myles Byrne writes of seeing a great number 
of men at Rathvilly lying dead on the road
side, having been killed the day before by 
the military (25/5/'98). 

Rathvilly was to the forefront again 
during O'Connell's great campaign for civil 
liberties. Many monster meetings were held 
there, organised by the outstanding patriot 
priest, Fr. John Gahan. The Brass and Reed 
band which he caused to be formed figured 
prominently in those morale-building rallies, 
and attended the famous monster meeting at 
Mullaghmast. 

The demonstrations of public unrest which 
found their expression in Michael Davitt's Land 
League had their counterpart in Rathvilly 
where a number of people, including the late 
Edward O'Toole, organised with the people of 
Tullow a meeting which was attended by 
35,000. The field has since been known as 
Parnell's Acre, and is outside Tullow. The first 
branch of the Land League in Leinster was 
formed in Tullow, and the second, within a 
matter of days, in Rathvilly. Rathvilly can 
claim with pride that it took the lead in the 
movement which inspired the people to win 
back their land and thus, in time, their freedom. 

When the Land League was proscribed, 
and its leaders arrested, a branch of the Ladies' 
Land League was organised in Rathvilly by 
Miss Jennie O'Toole. John and Willie Redmond 
made Rathvilly their headquarters to direct the 
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A lovely impression of a very "Udy town "-Rathvilly 1961. 

Photo by courtesy of " The Irish Times " 
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campaign to aid the victims of the evictions. 
The first County Committee of the G.A.A. 

was formed in Carlow in 1888 and Mr. M. P. 
Maher of Rathvilly was its first Chairman. 
Rathvilly's first football Club was organised 
in 1889, with Mr. Edward O'Toole as its first 
Captain. 

KEVIN BARRY 
Coming down to the War of Independence, 

Rathvilly, as in '98, played the part expected 
of such a nursery of national tradition. The 
heroism of its rebels is, however, overshadowed 
by the impact made on the minds and hearts 
of our people by the execution of Kevin Barry, 
the young hero of 1920. 

. With Kevin Barry the wheel has come full 
circle. Forty years ago we wore little celluloid 
badges in our lapels, his picture surrounded 
by the Tricolour. We learned the song and sang 
it in defiance of our rulers. The roar of trans
port through our towns has•drowned the voices 

Another view of Rathvilly in 1961. 

of the ballad singers, but the story of Kevin 
Barry has gone around the world, and the youth 
of to-day thrill to his heroism as we did when 
he died. 

Mention has been made of Edward O'Toole, 
and in this year of celebration his name should 
be held in esteem and affection. For many long 
years he laboured, piecing together the history 
of our native county. Encouraged by his 
friend, Rt. Rev. Mons. Miller, he published his 
invaluable "Place Names of County Carlow." 
Is it too much to hope that in this memorable 
year the many notes he left should be pub
lished to show that the twin flames of patriot
ism and scholarship still burn as brightly in 
Rathvilly as they have done down through the 
ages, from the Druids to Patrician times; 
surviving Danes and Normans; welcoming the 
Bruce, rejoicing in the Mac Murrough Kavan
aghs, the O'Tooles and the O'Byrnes and the 
O'Nolans; flocking to the Confederates; dying 
by the roadside in the despair of '98; taking 

Ccmrtesy " Irish Independent " 
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heart from O'Connell, Parnell and the Red
monds; and sending forth from the Schoolhouse 
a youth, the inheritor of all that storied past, 
heavy, like Cuchulainn, with, the ancient memo
ries of the race. If, as Yeats wrote: 

"Excess of love 
Bewildered them till they died", 

it was a love fostered by the living lore 
treasured by men like Edward O'Toole. "And 
the name that they gave me was the Croppy 
Boy." 

AGE-LONG TRADITIONS 

When the Old Carlow Society visited Rath
villy this year to honour the Patrician shrines 
in the district, the town was afire with activity. 
Now the roses have bloomed, and we in the 
county share in the pride rightly felt by the 
people of Rathvilly. The thousands who will 
visit the town this year should ponder, not 
only on the beauty that surrounds them, but 
on the age-long traditions which spurred the 

people of Rathvilly to have their town shine 
out as a gem, radiating all that is most pre
cious in our national heritage and character. 
If we can carry away some of the dynamic 
that possessed its people, if we can become 
infected with their enthusiasm and conscious
ness of race, Rathvilly can profoundly influence 
our ways of thought, restoring to us all a 
spirit long quies-cent • and dimmed with inertia. 
The urgent need in the Ireland of to-day is 
for every community to dedicate itself to 
making its village, town, or city worthy of 
those who moulded its way of thought and 
feeling down through the centuries. In doing 
so we can create a new Ireland, not merely 
Gaelic, not merely free, but possessed by a 
spirit of selfless sacrifice, the spirit of Patrick 
and of Fiac, of the scholar-patriot Edward 
O'Toole, and the boy-patriot Kevin Barry. Let 
each of us bring his gift, however meagre, 
and Ireland may yet be the land for which 
the saints interceded, the scholars laboured, 
and the patriots gave their lives. 

The Druids by MICHAEL DELANEY 

NO trustworthy knowledge of the pagan 
Irish comes to us from outside. What

ever knowledge we possess is derived exclusiv
ely from the native literature. So far as 
can be judged from the materials at our 
command the pagan Irish appear to have had 

. no well-defined system of religion. There were 
many gods but no supreme God. There was 
little or no prayer and no settled form of 
worship. There were no temples, but it 
appears there were altars of some kind erected 
to idols or to elimental gods which must have 
been in the open air. We find mention of 
things offered to gods or idols-"The young 
of every kind of animal used to be assigned 
to the possession of the idol Bol." 

In all cases it appears to have been a 
mere nominal offer or dedication-a matter 
of words only. As we have no complete in
formation on the matter we assume there was 
no proper sacrifice. The religion of the ancient 
Irish was commonly designated Druidism and 
the Druids were a numerous and important 
class. In the oldest Irish traditions the 
Druids figure conspicuously. All the early 
colonists had their Druids who are mentioned 
as holding high rank among the Kings and 
Chiefs. 

In pagan times the . Druids were the 
exclusive possessors of whatever learning was 
then known. They combined in themselves 
all the learned professions. They were not 
only Druids but judges, prophets, historians, 
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poets and even physicians. There were Druids 
in every part of Ireland but Tara the seat 
of the High Kings of Ireland was the chief 
seat of Idolatry and Druidism in Ireland. 

In the hymn which St. Patrick chanted 
on his way to Tara on Easter Sunday morning 
he asked God to protect him against the spells 
of women, of smiths and of Druids. They 
had necromatic powers-the most dreaded was 
that of producing insanity. For this purpose 
the Druid prepared a "madmans wisp" -a 
wisp of straw or grass into which he pro
nounced some horrible incantations B.nd watch
ing his opportunity flung the wisp into the 
face of his victim who at once became insane 
or idiotic. The Druids could pronounce a 
malign incantation not only over an individual 
but on a whole. army so as to produce a 
withering or enervating effect on the men. 

The Druids could give a drink of forget
fulness so as to efface the memory of any 
transaction. The Druids were the inter
mediaries with the fairies and the invisible 
world in general which they could influence 
for good or evil, and could protect people 
from the malice of evil-disposed spirits of 
every kind. 

An important function of the Druid was 
divination-forecasting future events. They 
forecasted partly by observation of natural 
objects or occurrences and partly by certain 
artificial rites. In the exercise of this function 
the Druid was a prophet. They drew auguries 



i 
,:, 

from observation of the clouds. They were 
astrologers and studied the movement of the 
sun and moon and stars. For the purposes 
of divination the Druids often used a rod of 
yew with ogham words cut on it. There is 
mention of a wheel of divination used for 
magical observations. 

Divination by the voices of birds was 
very generally practiced, especially the croaking 
of the raven and the chirping of the wren. 
"The raven croaked and scallcrow called and 
the wise little wren twittered ominously and 
the Kite of Claon-0 sat on his yew tree 
full of the victims flesh".' Sometimes animals 
were sacrificed as part of the ceremony of 
divination. The Druids had lucky and unlucky 
days. They had a tonsure. The hair was 
cut so as to leave an eave or fence around 
the head. St. Patrick considered it a diabolical 
mark. 

The druids had a heathen baptism. The 
three sons of Conan Derg O'Corra were 
baptised according to this rite with the direct 
intention of devoting them to the service of 
the Devil but they afterwards became holy 
men. 

The Druids wore a white robe. Rechard 
11nd his eight companions on the occasion when 
they attempted to kill St. Patrick were clad 
in white tunics. 

The Druids reverenced certain trees-the 
Yew, the Hazel and the Quicken or Rowan 
tree. They employed them in many of their 
supersticious ceremonials. Yew rods were 
used in divinations. The Druids were teachers 
and councillors. They were employed to 
educate the children of Kings and Chiefs. The 
Chief Druid of a King held a very influental 
position. He was the King's confidental adviser 
on important affairs. 

The Druids were not priests. They were 
wizards, magicians and diviners. They were 

Continued from page 22 

for the vote. If I give it to the Priest the 
landlord can put us out on the road.' 'Give 
it to the priest' they said, 'we'll take the 
road.' 

The Carlow Sentinel for the 13th October, 
1849 gives some interesting information about 
the relations between landlord and tenant. It 
records that on the night of October 10th a 
report reached Tullow that a large party of 
40 horses and cars were a2sembled at Kildavin 
to carry off a quantity of corn and other 
property belonging to John Hatchell, solicitor 
general, corn, be it observed which had been 
seized from the unfortunate tenants unable 
to pay an exorbitant rent. An instance of 
the landlord's generosity in the case of Edward 
Malone is adduced. Evicted from his lands 
in Kildavin his enlightened master allowed 
him to take away his stock and all available 

the only learned men: of the time. They ~ 
judges, poets, professors of learning in general 
and they were teachers. Their disciples under
went a long course of training during which 
time they achieved in learning a great number 
of verses. They were very influental and were 
held in great respect, often taking precedence 
even of Kings. 

There were also Druidesses but un
fortunately we haven't much information about 
them. St. Patrick probably has them in mind 
when he prayed for protection against the 
spells of women and Druids. When St. 
Patrick found it necessary to exorcise, to bless 
and to consecrate he performed his exercises 
in the most dignified manner possible; he 
wore his mitre and carried the staff of Jesus 
and, followed in procession by all his attendant 
ecclesiastics, he walked sunwise around the 
site probably three times in honour of the 
Most Holy Trinity. 

The sun was worshiped in Ireland, at 
least partially. St. Patrick mentions this and 
said that all who adore the sun shall perish 
eternally. The pagan Irish had altars on which 
they carved the elements which they adored, 
for example the figure of the sun. Fire was 
also worshiped by some of the Irish. A Druid 
accused St. Patrick of having fire for a God. 
Fires were lighted by Druids on May Day 
with great incantations. They also lit fires 
on November 1st and burned sacrifice. The 
Druids had prohibitions and some of them still 
prevail. Some people will not dine in a 
company of 13, will not go under a ladder, 
will not move to a new house on Saturday·, 
will not get married in May. Some people 
throw a wisp after a fairyblast or whirlwind, 
they take the neighbours butter or crops and 
they pretend to cure with charms. These are 
all survivals of pagan practices and like St. 
Patrick we pray that Christ may protect us. 

property he possessed, the crops standing being 
surrendered to the landlord. In due time 
these crops were cut and harvested by the 
agent and at this stage Malone's friends 
appeared on the scene to carry the corn away. 
A company of 20 police rushed to the scene 
and having dispersed the assembled crowds 
remained on- patrol there all night. In the 
same issue we find allegations against a 
respectable farmer Fenelon who took away 
his crops by night to cheat his indulgent 
landlord John Whelan. It needs but a 
moment's consideration to realise the real 
meaning of these incidents narrated in a 
rabidly Protestant journal. In the next week's 
issue we find reference to the anti-rent 
campaign which had opened at Butlersgrange 
with loss of life. 
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The First Car • 
Ill Carlow 

By ALEC BURNS 

A SHORT study of this picture will provide 
Carlovians with a very good idea of the 

change and progress which have been made in 
the town since the photograph was taken 
probably in 1895 or 1896. 

First the dress of the people, especially 
the young boys on the left, is interesting; 
note the trousers coming down over the knees, 
the white rubber collar and cap, both of which 
are conspicuous by their absence in the present 
day attire of youth. The headgear of those 
in the car is an indication of the speed at 
which the car could travel; if it had been a 
fast-moving one their headgear would have 
been useless, so it is safe to assume that 20 
miles per hour was its maximum and indeed 
the heavy looking wheels , and carriage lamp 
at the side would not lead,. one to think or 
assume otherwise. 

A glance at the front of Ogle's Hotel 
(now Mr. Gillespie's) will also give an indica-
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tion of the change wrought here by the 
passage of time. The hall door remains but the 
three windows are replaced by a most modern 
shop front, while the electric cables at the 
side, which are supported by two timber 
tressels, are probably coming from the small 
power plant which was operated by a water 
wheel by the side of the weir near Burrin 
Bridge and generated in the adjoining premises. 
This property was later burned down in Mr. 
Boake's fire in 1906. Several business premises 
in Dublin Street were lighted from this 
generator and it is said that the Cigar Divan 
was the first. 

Old residents of the town will remember 
some of the faces in the picture, among others, 
Sam Hunt (Harness-maker), John Brooks, Jim 
Mulhall, John Belton, Tom Sunderland, Jimmy 
Moore (Auctioneer), Jack Gambin, M. Glover 
(Clerk of Union), M. Hayden, P. Bergin and 
R. Rogers. 



THE CRIMEAN 
By W. V. HADDEN 

fEW remnants of the past 
can be at the same time 

so conspicuously placed and yet 
the object of such complete 
indifference or disdain as "The 
Gun" at the Courthouse. Those 
who are being "taken up the 
steps", as we say, have their 
minds on other things! but 
even the law-abiding citizen 
regards it neither with affection 
nor interest. Few know where 
it came from or what it is, 
and no doubt many regard it 
as a relic of "the foreigner." 

My attention was first 
focussed on this weapon of war 
when a wag not much older 
than myself referred to it as 
"that peashooter "-and I have 
had a certain amount of affec
tion for it ever since! Many 
years were to pass however 
before I discovered in the arch
ives of The Nationalist and 
Leinste,r Times the account of 
the original erection of this 
instrument of death as a monu
ment in our town--dating from 
a period which little dreamed 
of atom bombs. 

The gun of course is "red" 
and not only in the literal 
sense, for it originated in Rus
sia over one hundred years ago, 
and commemorates those who 
died in the conflict known as 
the Crimean War. In 1857 
Carlow's "City Fathers" dis
cussed the project and clearly 
were all of one mind, for the 
following motion was proposed 
by a certain Mr. Carroll, sec
onded by Mr.· Malcolmson, and 
passed unanimously: -

" That the Town Com
missioners of Carlow as a public 
body do fell it incumbent 

The Cannon on the Courthouse steps. (Courtesy Bord Failte) 

to make a respectful application to the Right 
Hon. Lord Panmure on behalf of the Borough 
of Carlow, for one of the Russian guns 
captured during the Crimean ,war, to be placed 
hereafter in a conspicuous position in the 
town as a memorial of that important event 
and of the distinguished gallantry of the 
natives of this country, both officers and men 
during that eventful campaign, and our Borough 
and County Members be requested to communi
cate this resolution to the Right Hon. The 
Minister of War." 

Negotiations were carried on during the 
early months of 1858 as reported in the 
columns of The Morning Post and the War 
Office duly quoted for a Russian gun but were 
unable to quote for a Russian carriage for 
the gun and suggested that they would be 
able to manufacture a suitable substitute at 
a cost of, etc. Presumably this course was 
adopted and sooner or later our " pea shooter " 
was installed in its " conspicuous position " 
where it has remained ever since. 
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VICTOR HADDEN describes 

The Town Walls of Carlow 
ffISTORY records little or no mention of the 

town of Carlow prior to the Anglo-Norman 
Invasion in the second half of the twelfth 
century and the growth and subsequent pro
sperity and importance of the town dates from 
a period after the building of the Castle. The 
Castle was built to protect the tenants and 
territories of the Lord of the Manor and to 
guard the Fords over the River Barrow and 
the River Burrin; thereafter the town of 
Carlow began rapidly to develop. 

In the middle of the 12th century Carlow 
was probably a village of not more than a few 
dozen houses. These were almost certainly of 
poor quality; most of them would have been 
thatched, and there can be little doubt that 
they were clustered around what are now known 
as Dublin Street and Tullow Street. This hamlet 
at a cross-roads formed the nucleus of the 
medieval town. 

The first mention of walls to the Town of 
Carlow appears to be as . late as the middle 
of the fourteenth century. On the other hand 
Mr. J. S. Fleming in his book, "The Town
Wall Fortifications of Ireland," tells us that: 

Early town defences were mere pali
sades or stakes of wood with a covering of 
dry ditch. Such defensive works were 
essential to the safety of the citizens and 
to the protection of their goods. But in 
all charters of early important towns on 
their incorporation, we find special obliga
tions imposed on their citizens to protect 
themselves and their property by surround
ing the town with sufficient fortifications, 
embracing walls of stone and essential 
gateways, to secure it against the assaults 
of " Our Irish Rebels " ; while for the 
expense of their erection and subsequent 
maintenance, provision was made for a 
tax, eventually known as the Mural Tax. 
Royal charters of the English Kings from 
Henry II (1171) to Richard II (1395) all 
have similar provisions for this special 
purpose, and it is to be noted that the 
material of construction was stipulated to 
be stone. 
Carlow received its first charter from 

William Marshall early in the thirteenth cen
tury and although this makes no mention of 
town walls it seems probable that the town 
was properly walled before the end of that 
century. 

Mr. Marlborough Douglas gives us the 
following useful particulars in connection with 
the walls of Carlow: 

" There are frequent references in Old 
Deeds to the Town Gates of which there 
were evidently four. Carlow Gate stood near 
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the present Club House Hotel (St. Brigid's 
Hospital); Dublin Gate was on the Dublin 
Road near the Convent of Mercy; Tullow 
Gate was in Tullow Street at the present 
R.I.C. Barracks (Garda Barracks), and the 
Castle Gate stood near where Castle Street 
and Dublin Street meet. The course of the 
Town Walls cannot be traced with any cer
tainty; there is little doubt, however, that 
one of the walls ran down the western 
side of Dublin Street. In making room for 
the present Provincial Bank, portion of the 
wall was found incorporated with one of 
the old houses, part of one of the walls 
was also discovered several years ago in 
Potato Market, when improvements were 
being made in the neighbourhood of the 
Jail (Thompsons' Works). However, having 
probably been looked on as of little use 
for the purpose of defence they were 
neglected and allowed to fall into decay." 
This information is most interesting, but 

the area enclosed by a wall running between 
the four gates mentioned by Mr. Douglas does 
not seem to be an entirely satisfactory one 
if the present location of the streets of the' 
town is any guide. It would seem to be more 
feasible to conclude that the walls enclosed 
the areas around the present Dublin Street, 
Tullow Street and College Street. If this were 
so the Dublin Gate would hardly be as far 
up the Dublin Road as the Convent of Mercy 
and the Tullow Gate would probably be farther 
up Tullow Street than the present Garda 
Barracks. This is confirmed by the fact that 
the last property in Tullow Street which origin
ally belonged to the Manor of the Earl of 
Thomond appears to have been what is now 
the Munster and Leinster Bank. This would 
almost certainly.· have been within the Town 
Wall and confirms that the Tullow Gate was 
beyond the junction of College Street and 
Tullow Street. However this may be, the loca
tion of the walls is fairly clearly defined. 

Probably before the thirteenth century 
the walls of Carlow were mere wooden pali
sades. Probably, too, at a later date they were 
more imposing than they were in the thirteenth 
century - especially after Lionel, Duke of 
Clarence, had spent his £500 on them in 1361. 
But let us pause for a few moments to try to 
imagine what the walls of Carlow looked like 
when they were at their best. 

As previously mentioned there were four 
gates to the town. These were joined by a 
strong wall which probably curved from gate
way to gateway around the area roughly 
outlined by Dublin Street, Tullow Street and 
College Street. The walls were of stone and 
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about 20' high. They may or may not have 
had crenellations on the top but if not they 
certainly had narrow loops for bow men 
defending the walls. On the inside the walls 
may have been banked up with earth but more 
probably they carried wooden platforms fixed 
about 5' from the top to enable the walls to 
be manned for defensive purposes. Possibly 
the walls had a number of small doorways 
here and there as well as the Town Gates. 

Let us now look at the gateways them
selves and try to imagine what these were like. 
We will assume for our purpose that the Castle 
Gate, for instance, was similar in design to 
the West-gate of Wexford which was built for 
a similar purpose at a similar period. The 
Castle Gate then would have been a square 
tower, pierced by a circular archway about 
9' across and the walls of the Tower were 
about 4' thick. On the left of the passageway 
through the Tower were two arched recesses 
with seats for the guard. and the gatekeeper 
when on duty. On the right hand side of the 
passage was a door leading to an ill-lighted 
cell where offenders were locked up for punish
ment. There was also a door to a narrow 
winding stair leading to a chamber over the 

archway which was 1.ighted by a small window. 
This room was ·proba,bly used by the guard of 
the Gate and the Collector of Taxes. This plan 
which is based on that of the West-gate at 
Wexford is typical of many other town Gates 
which were built by the Anglo-Normans on the 
walls of many Irish towns at this period. 

The walls, towers and gate buildings of 
Carlow have entirely disappeared. They were 
independent of the walls and fortifications of 
the Castle and these ended their military 
career in 1650. But even in 1577 Sir Henry 
Sydney recorded that the walls of Carlow were 
already ruined and down in many places, and 
they only lived on as traditional landmarks 
in Deeds and Legal Documents. Having out
lived their usefulness they were allowed to 
fall into decay. Bit by bit portions were re
moved to make way for more modern and more 
domestic constructions, and what could have 
been more convenient than to use the stones of 
the old walls in the erection of the new! 
Possibly many of the older houses of Carlow 
are built from material which was provided 
by the Norman Invaders in the thirteenth cen
tury. 

MATRIMONY 

A YOUNG lady, preferably her own mistress, 
at present has no objection to surrender 

a certain portion of her liberty on fair and 
honourable conditions. She has not yet been 
able to make a choice to her satisfaction of 
the person who would be likely to afford the 
comfort and happiness which the advertiser 
seeks, in a Matrimonial Engagement and takes 
this mode of making known her wishes, rather 
than subject herself by giving encouragement 
in another way-to perhaps useless overtures 
or impertinent solicitations. 

The Lady is under 25 years of age, rather 
well-looking-if the other sex has not flattered 
her-highly accomplished, as far as fill expen
sive education can be called so. With some 
portion of Genius and Talent. Good tempered 
-but a little capricious, and sometimes, per
haps, rather grave. Her taste in choice of a 
husband is indefinable .. H0;wever, the general 
outline may be given.: The Person must be a 

Gentleman-possessing some yearly property 
--of good education and polite manner-normal 
in his habits and fond of the family circle-of 
any age, from 25 to 33. If with a profession 
so much the better. 

The fortune of the lady is large; she will, 
of course, reqnire and expect a suitable settle
ment, either- of her own fortune or that of 
the Gentleman. 

Letters from such as deem themselves 
qualified to write on the subject may be 
addressed (post-paid) to the Care of the Pro
prietor of The Carlow Morning Post, who shall 
receive directions to forward them to a certain 
address, where they will reach the Advertiser, 
who, if the proposals should be approved, will 
appoint a proper time and place for interview. 
Delicacy requires the strictest secrecy, on the 
part of the Lady; and Gentlemen proving 
themselves such may depend upon the same. 
(From The Morning Post, December 13. 1817,. 
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REV. P. J. BROPHY, B.D., writes about 

Early Schools 
SCHOOLS OF THE PARISH 

THANKS to the courage and initiative of its 
pastors the parish of Tullow was not 

dependent on hedge schools for its religious 
and general education. The important part 
played by Dr. Delaney in the foundation of 
the Sunday Schools and the extension of their 
scope has been noted but at this stage honour
able mention must be made of those unknown 
schoolmasters who worked in the parish during 
the XVIIIth century and whose memory is long 
forgotten. There can be no doubt but that the 
Augustinians who maintained their connection 
with Tullow down to 1798 did much good work 
in the cause of education. 

The first daily schools established by Dr. 
Delaney were those of the monastery opened 
in 1806, followed by the Convent Schools in 
1807. The nuns conducted their classes in the 
parish chapel for some years until a special 
schoolhouse was built for them. It appears 
that Dr. Delaney had intended to keep boarders 
in the Convent but none could be taken owing 
to lack of space. The nuns took pupils on the 
same conditions as other sc.hools of the period 
and charged a small fee for each child-Spell
ing, Reading and Writing, 3/3 a quarter; 
Sewing, etc., 5/5; Arithmetic, 5/5. This system 
was maintained until 1818 when difficulties 
arose about some children who " had been kept 
at home from school because of some trifle 
due for their tuition." Acting on Dr. Corcoran's 
advice a considerable number were admitted 
into the school free of expense. J .K.L. two 
years later imposed a special obligation on the 
nuns to educate the children of the poor, who 
were to be sought out. For this reason the 
school became known as the Free School. The 
better-off children attended the pay school and 
were taught in an upper room separated from 
the poor. 

As time went on the fame of the school 
increased and many children came to lodge in 
Tullow to attend the Convent Schools. Parents 
petitioned they be kept as boarders but Miss 
Browne, Dr. Delaney's great friend, opposed 
the idea and it was dropped. It was found 
necessary to build a new school in 1826 to 
accommodate the growing numbers of children. 
J .K.L. blessed the new school which was opened 
the following year. The fine new building 
attracted considerable attention and the reputa
tion of the nuns as teachers was so widespread 
that parents from Dublin, Wexford and other 
parts sent their children to Tullow, where they 
took lodgings and attended the Convent School. 
The income of the school was estimated at £20 
a year in 1$2'4 but things were much improved 
in 1832 when Rev. T. N61an,· Adm., applied 
to the Board of Education for aid towards the 
schools in Tullow and obtained £20 for desks 
and £25 per annum for teachers. 
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• 
Ill Tullow Parish 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES IN 1824 
We will now attempt to get a compre

hensive view of how matters stood as regards 
education in Tullow in 1824. There were 14 
Catholic schools and one Protestant, seven of 
them being in the town. The number of the 
children attending school was over 820 but 
that figure was almost halved in the winter 
time and some country schools were not held 
at all. There seems to have been a substantial 
increase in the number of children attending 
school in 1824 as against the preceding year. 
The proportion of Protestant to Catholics was 
1 to 7 and the majority of Protestant children 
attended the town schools. It is remarkable 
that in no case do we find Catholic children 
attending Protestant schools in the parish as 
was quite common elsewhere but a majority 
of the Protestants were attending Catholic 
schools. No attempts were made to proselytize 
but the priests visited the schools occasionally. 
The education commissioners report " The dis
positions of the people generally are favourab!e 
to the education of their children, but poverty 
obliges them frequently to detain them at 
home," a plaint only too often heard during 
those years. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
In addition to the daily schools, Dr. 

Delany's Sunday schools were in a thriving 
condition in 1824. The Sisters aided by 40 
members of the Confraternity of Xtian Doc
trine, on Sundays and Holydays instruct nearly 
200 female children in the Catechism, and about 
256 female adults in the Principles of their 
Religion. The Religious of the Monastery, aided 
by another society associated for the purpose, 
teach 244 male children the Catechism and 
expound to 322 male adults the Duties of 
Religion. The respective Masters and Mistresses 
devote to these purposes nearly four hours 
every Sunday and Holyday. They are often 
visited by the Clergy, who freouently teach 
the children individually themselves, and occa
sionally at Vespers expound the Catechism 
and Christian Doctrine to the teachers and 
pupils from the Altar. 

In the Chapels of Ardattin and Grange, 
similar societies are arranged for similar pur
poses. There is a circulating library in the 
Tullow Chapel, where about 100 religious 
books are contained, to which both teachers 
and parishioners have access. " Butler's Lives 
of the Saints, and the Works of Fr. Faber" 
were· among the most popular works and copies 
belonging to the library are still to be found 
in houses of the Parish. It is worthy of note 
that those popular educational libraries, in each 
parish, long preceded the establishment of 
scholars' libraries in the higher schools of 
Ireland, and of England. 



News Round-up, 1961 
By MARY SMITH 

PLACES 
JT is possible that a news digest such as this 

is of more interest to those of you who 
are not at present living in Carlow. It may 
bring you some idea of the growth of a town 
-its significant physical extension, and the 
consequent changes and improvements, and it 
may convey too the growth of a society 
worthy, we hope, of that town. 

Over the last few years the building of 
houses has been the most important part of 
our planning, and Governey Park in Graigue
cullen and Paire Muire to the south-east are 
catering for hundreds of families and demon
strating that the functional dwelling can be 
decorative too. Lately we have extensions 
towards Browne's Hill, Tullow Road, and 
Larkfield-houses that any town or city might 
be proud of, and in such numbers that it is 
now possible for a native to have to enquire 
the way! And still the building goes on. 

A worthy edifice deserves a worthy gate
way, so early in the year C.I.E. decided to 
give the Railway Station a face-lift. The cold 
dimly-lit waiting-room is now only a memory 
-instead we have powder-room, electric heat
ing, fluorescent lighting, and shaving facilities 
for the men! 

The first sight of Athy Road nowadays 
is apt to make one gasp with surprise. Gone 
are the grey boundary walls which used to 
enclose St. Dympna's-instead a vista of green 

sward, attractive flower-beds and dignified 
Church, a place of freedom and beauty for 
the sick. 

In St. Patrick's College they are at work 
on a new building, an extension to the 18th 
century College of which Carlow is so justly 
proud, and where incidentally young men are 
now studying to minister in Latin America, 
among the first to answer the call of the 
Holy Father. 

On the Dublin Road there is arising a 
magnificent building of modern conception, a 
new wing to the Secondary School of St. Leo's. 
Walls of glass to the south will look out on 
bright flowers set against old grey walls, and 
away on the horizon, the silhouette of Mount 
Leinster. 

The old "St. Joseph's" (where many a 
present-day grey-beard made his scholastic 
debut)-now reconstructed and beautified, 
houses the Junior girls from St. Leo's. 

Out on the Green Road, Most Rev. Dr. 
Phair officially opened a modern and beautiful 
school in September to replace the Barrack 
St. Schools. We echo the hope of His Lordship 
that in the new school the pupils will begin 
a happy and useful life. If it can give us 
citizens of the calibre produced' by the old 
school, the future is in good hands. 

Knockbeg College commemorated the 
Patrician Year by laying the foundation of 
a new wing dedicated to St. Patrick "begun," 

The new Protestant National School on the Green Road 

Courtesy " The Nationalist " 
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as Most Rev. Dr. Keogh said "in hope, and 
founded in generosity." May it soar quickly 
as a testament to both virtues. 

OAK PARK 
Some landmarks have been in the news 

during the year. Oak Park has been taken 
over by the Agricultural Institute, and has 
become one of the biggest research centres 
in the country, working in collaboration with 
the Sugar Company. Browne's Hill House 
came on the market in August and was 
bought by Mr. Tully of Tullow St., and 12th 
century Kilkea Castle, a dower house of the 
Duchy of Leinster is at present offered for 
sale by the Land Commission. 

In March Carlow Rowing Club crowned 
their 102nd year by purchasing the Canal 
Stores on the Quay for conversion into new 
Headquarters. Later in the year with the 
formation of the "Swimming Pool Association" 
plans got under way to provide Carlow with 
a Pool within a few years-if Carlovians are 
sufficiently interested in the project. 

It looks as if there will have to be a 
"General Post" before the new Vocational 
School materialises. Permission to build on 
the old County Home site has been given, but 
as this is at present occupied by the Engineer
ing Dept., it cannot be handed over without 
reserve. Any immediate .transfer however is 
complicated by the fact that· the. Sacred Heart 
Home which is scheduled to · become the 
temporary home of the Engineers cannot be 
vacated until a new Hospital is built. If this 
sounds involved to you, spare a sigh for the 
Council and Committee confronted with a 
series of headaches which only time and money 
can cure. 

To complete this survey, it is only 
necessary to report progress on the by-pass 
road. The Cinema fire of 1938 was recalled 
when the ruins were bull-dozed in April, thus 
paving the way for the new Post Office, 
Library, Co. Council Offices and Fire Station, 
all of which will be sited on the new road. 
A surprisingly attractive vista has been 
opened up through which the once hidden 
Burrin ripples quietly. The road should be 
finished next year. 

PEOPLE 
In the Season of Goodwill the Legion of 

Mary entertained Carlow emigrants home on 
holiday at a gay and happy party in the Town 
Hall, while Muintir na Tire treated the Old 
People to a Christmas dinner and social in 
the Guild Rooms. The Past Pupils of the 
C.B.S. entertained 660 children to a film show 
in the Ritz in January, and again in August 
the Legion gave another party for emigrants. 
The memory will warm many a homesick 
heart in London and Birmingham. 

In our own Society we have had some 
memorable hours. Outstancljng was the visit 
of the eminent historian Sir Charles Petrie. 
By some occult process I got the erroneous 
impression that he was actually present at the 
Battle of the Boyne. 
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The Old Carlow Society's Dinner and 
Social in the Royal Hotel in January was a 
real get-together of old friends. And what a 
treat were Father Brophy's French and 
Austrian pictures, and his stimulating com
mentary. 

Among many happy memories must be 
mentioned the unique pleasure given by 
George Kellet's recorded letter from Canada 
accompanied by' his' magnificent colour slides, 
which Donal Godfrey brought to the Society 
in May. Cinema documentary could scarcely 
hope to reach a higher level. 

What magic is it that can change 
Carlovians overnight into flashing vivacious 
Spaniards? For a week in April the Town 
Hall echoed to the sound of castanets and 
the voices of Toreadores as the Operatic 
Society entertained us again. It was Traviata, 
beautifully produced, sung and acted. Warmest 
congratulations are due even at this date to 
everyone concerned, and we look forward to 
the Spring when Carlow girls and boys will, 
we presume, be transformed into Viennese 
in Lilac Time. 

The Little Theatre Group took on a most 
difficult assignment in this year's play, Arthur 
Miller's "All My Sons", but as we have come 
to expect of them they brought it off, in a 
sensitive and highly intelligent production. No 
wonder it had two awards at Wexford Drama 
Festival in August. Now the Group are making 
arrangements to nip over to New York next 
fall by charter plane! 

Art in its many forms has not been 
neglected during the year. A few instances 
come to mind. Our Arts' Council planned a 
Piano Competition in the Spring, with an award 
of a Silver Cup presented by Messrs McCullough 
Dublin. In April, we flocked to see the Caltex 
Child Art exhibits and were treated to a feast 
of imagination and colour. As a brave 
experiment the Coliseum gave us in January 
the Bolshoi Ballet film, and attendances at it 
confirm the belief that high art is not just 
for the aesthetic few. 

Nor was there any lack of art in the 
inspiring Pageant staged by the pupils of the 
Presentation Convent in November. Across 
the stage of their beautiful theatre passed 
scene after scene of faith and history bridging 
the centuries with a wealth of colour and 
sound. 

LIGHTER MOMENTS 
However lest you should think we never 

decend from the mountain tops, let me remind 
you of our lighter moments. When the Golf 
Club House was destroyed by fire last year 
ingenious brains went to work to devise a 
money-spinner and came up with something 
unique. A colt of superb breeding was 
purchased, entered for 1962 Irish Sweeps 
Derby and then raffled. In June it was drawn 
by a Clonmel lady, and in September began 
its career with a 20/1 win at Newmarket. 
May we assume that finance is no longer a 
Golf Club headache. 

For this issue, our Societies, Associations 



and Clubs including Muintir na Tire, Boy 
Scouts, Chamber of Commerce, I.C.A., Gaelic 
League and all others must accept a "packaged" 
salute. Like "Big Brother" I am well aware 
of their constant activity but can only say 
now that they pursued their busy and useful 
ways during the year. Our town would be 
the poorer without them. 

A bouquet for our civic fathers-despite 
last year's gloomy forecast, the town rate 
is down by 2/-. We have some watchful and 
resolute councillors. 

Even if we cannot claim to be Ireland's 
tidiest town we can at least boast of having 
it in our county. All honour to Rathvilly and 
its citizens-how lucky they are not to have 
to wade through the paper <lroppings of the 
litter lout. "Could someone suggest that ice 
lollies be sold unwrapped?" is the heart-cry 
of one sufferer. 

From time to time this past year we 
have had visitors of diverse types. In March 
Romeo Maione, World President of Young 
Christian Workers spoke most forcibly on "The 
Layman in the Modern World." We live in 
a false paradise till the curtain is raised a 
little by men of international experience. This 
most important lecture was sponsored by 
C. Y .M.S. who deserve our thanks. 

Also in our vicinity was Group Captain 
Cheshire when he came over to visit his Home 
for the chronic sick at Shillelagh. 

The Secretary General of the World 
Alliance of Y.M.C.A., Dr. Paul Limbert visited 
Carlow in November and received an official 
reception by members of the Town Council 
before holding a Conference of delegates. 

Again this year there has been a steady 
stream of anglers to the town. For the most 
part they were very pleased with our fish 
and their willingness to give themselves up, 
and of course charmed with Irish hospitality. 

Another visitor in March is worthy of 
mention if only because of his fascinating 
name. He was Chief Sitting Bull from U.S.A., 
in Carlow to take part in a wrestling match. 
Alas I do not know his fate, but cannot help 
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hoping he was in ·good shape when he left 
us. 

TRAFFIC LAWS 
With the new Traffic Laws in operation, 

and parking illegal practically everywhere we 
begin to notice once again the contour of our 
streets. On the first Saturday of October, 
Carlow town centre looked almost like the 
deserted village, a contrast from its usual 
appearance which was often more akin to that 
of a flourishing Motor Show. Shopkeepers 
are not altogether in favour of the clearance, 
but now that it is general we may find it 
has little effect on spending. 

I approach the subject of Sport with 
trepidation knowing that I shall certainly do 
it less than justice. Interested chiefly in 
the ultimate, I will only record that in football 
Carlow's Senior team was beaten by Offaly 
the All-Ireland finalists, a defeat which seems 
to me to have a certain cachet about it. The 
Intermediate Hurling team reached the 
Leinster Semi-final and the Camogie team was 
unlucky to be beaten by Kildare in the 
Leinster Final. 

At the Tennis Club, hard courts have 
been added, and during the Summer much 
activity attended the Tournament and Cup 
matches. 

Carlow Rugby Football Club won the 
Provincial Towns' Cup for the third time 
running, and are now out to break the record 
and retain it for a fourth year. 

And so I reach the end of a year's record 
conscious of many things omitted for reasons 
of space, and many things forgotten because 
memory is fickle. I should like the last word 
to be a tribute to the unsung ' heroes and 
heroines of the town-those who so willingly 
give of their brains, energy and time to our 
Councils, Committees, Bords and Unions, work
ing hard to further every aspect of the common 
good. It is only because of such public
spirited men and women that we can record 
our progress with pride, and look to the future 
with hope. 

This year our .. cover picture is a study by our faithful photographer, Mr. Donald 
Godfrey, taken from the top of the Barrow Mills looking towards the North East. 
This gives a lovely view of the River Barrow just above the weir, Graigue Bridge 
referred to in this issue, and in the distance the familiar outline of the Carlow 
Sugar Factory. Here we have a very familiar scene for all who know Carlow, and 

one which, like the Old Carlow Society itself, blends the old with the new. 
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SECRETARY'S 
()NCE again the Hon. Secretary takes up a 

pen to record the activities of the Old 
Carlow Society during the past year. Member
ship has remained the same. Some members 
leave town, others take their place. Indoor 
meetings are very well attended, a keen interest 
is taken by the members in the papers read 
to them; and interesting discussions take place 
afterwards. 

Carloviana, the Society's Journal, continues 
to prosper, is eagerly looked forward to, and 
all copies are disposed of. The arrival of 
Carloviana is a red letter day in the lives of 
Carlow exiles. 

SOCIAL 
Our Annual Dinner and Social was held 

in the Function Hall, Royal Hotel, oh January 
26, 1961. Fr. P. J. Brophy (Chairman) gave 
a talk illustrated with coloured slides on his 
visit to the Eucharistic Congress in Munich 
and Passion Play, Oberammergau. 

PAPERS 
In February Mr. M. Delaney (Swan) read 

his paper on " The White Feet " and other 
secret Societies in Laois. Miss A. Treacy 
read her paper on "John Hogan, Sculptor," 
in March, with particular reference to his 

REPORT 
masterpiece, the Marble Statue of Dr. Doyle 
(J.K.L.) in Carlow Cathedral. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society 
was held on May 3. There was a large attend
ance of members. The reports of the various 
officers were read and approved of. Rev. P. J. 
Brophy was unanimously re-elected Chairman. 
Fr. Brophy complimented the officers and com
mittee on the good work they were doing for 
the Society. 

In May also, Mr. Donal Godfrey showed 
beautiful coloured slides of Canada, from 
Montreal to Vancouver B.C. and Alaska. These 
slides were sent from Alaska by Mr. George 
Kellett (a member of the Society) accompanied 
by a tape recording of his epic journey 
across Canada. 

LECTURES 
In February the Society sponsored an 

R.D.S. lecture by Dr. M. de Paor on " The 
Celts." This lecture was very well attended. 
Sir Charles Petrie, the historian, has kindly 
consented to pay a return visit to Carlow in 
November, to lecture to the members of the 
Society, their friends and general public. The 
title of Sir Charles's lecture will be " Ireland 
and Philip II of Spain." The Society trusts 
that the members and general public will give 
the lecture their full support. 

SUMMER OUTING 
ro honour the Patrician Year, the Society 

decided to hold their Summer Outings to 
places associated with the life of St. Patrick. 

The Society's Annual Outing was held to 
Trim and district at the end of June. This 
outing was voted one of the best organised 
by the Society. All the arrangements for this 
outing were made by Mr. A. Burns. 

An evening outing was held the first 
Sunday in June to Rathvilly (Ireland's Tidy 
Town First Prize Winner, 1961). The party 
visited St. Patrick's Church, St. Patrick's Well 
and the Old Mill by the Slaney. Mr. P. Barry 
acted as guide. · 

- In July, an evening outing was held to 
Sletty and Shrule. At Sletty short papers were 
read by Mr. A. Murray, Mr. H. O'Rourke, Mrs. 
M. Smyth and Mr. M. Delaney. At Shrule Mr. 
H. Fennell gave a short talk on Shrule Castle 
and the Hartpole family. 

The success of our Summer Outings is due 
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in a large measure to the orgamsmg ability 
of Mr. A. Burns, the Society's Hon. Treasurer. 

WINTER SESSION 

The Society opened its indoor session on 
21st September. Mr. A. Burns read his inter
esting and detaile<l _paper on the life of Dr. 
Doyle, J.K.L. At the end of October Mr. W. 
V. Hadden will read his paper on " The Love 
Story of Thomas Edwards and Lucy Marchant 
(1840-1847)." Papers will be read during the 
Winter Session by Mr. B. Kealy, Miss T. Kelly 
and Mr. H. Fennell. Mr. Fennell's paper will 
be on " A History of Rugby Football in Co. 
Carlow." 

From the foregoing review it will be seen 
that the Old Carlow Society is very active 
and energetic, and determined to forge ahead 
with the aim the Society was founded for, the 
History of our Town and County. 
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Officers and Members of the Old Carlow Society 

PATRON: 
His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Keogh, Bishop of Kildare and 

Leighlin. 

HON. LIFE VICE-PRESIDENTS : 
Rt. Rev. Monsignor Miller, D.Ph., V.F., P.P., Newbridge; Very Rev. P. 
MacSuibhne, M.A., P.P., Kildare; Bernard O'Neill, M.Sc.; Mrs. B. O'Neill, 
Wilton Gardens, Cork; Liam D. Bergin, Editor, "Nationalist and Leinster 

Times", Carlow. 

Chairman: 
Rev. P. J. Brophy, B.D., St. Patrick's College, Carlow. 

VICE-CHAIRMEN : 
Miss Alice Tracey, Mr. W. V. Hadden. Mr. H. Fennell 

JOINT HON. SECRETARIES: 
Miss M. T. Kelly, "The Stream"; Mrs. W. J. Fenlon, Montgomery St. 

HON. TREASURER: 
Mr. Ale't: Burns, College Street. 

HON. EDITORS: 
Mr. W. V. Hadden, "Four Winds"; Miss M. T. Kelly, "The Stream" 

Carlow. 

COMMITTEE: 
Miss Maureen Doyle, Miss B. Oliver, Miss A. Fitzroy, Miss Iom 
MacLeod, Mrs. H. Fennell, Mrs. T. Smith, Mr. E. Corcoran, Mr. M. 
Smyth (Newtown); Mr. F. Hutton, Mr. E. Broughan, Mr. D. Godfrey, 

Mr. H. O'Rourke. 

Aughpey, Dr. Honoria, Co 
M.0.H., Wexford. 

Bergin, Liam D., "Nationalist and 
Leinster Times", Carlow; Blackett, 
Major C. W. S., "Asbigland", Kirk
bean, Dumfries, Scotland; Breen, 
Miss J., Dublin St., Carlow; Burns, 
Alec, College St., Carlow; Burns, 
Mrs. A., College St., Carlow: 
Brophy, Rev. P. J., St. Patrick's 
College, Carlow; Brophy, Michae!. 
M.C.C., Ardattin, Tullow; Broughan 
Edward, Coalmarket, Carlow; 
Broughan, 1\lfrs. E., Coalmarket, 
Carlow; Breen, Miss J., Castle St.; 
Brophy, Edward, Dublin St , 
Carlow. 

Cannon, Mrs. K., 8317, 6oth 
Avenue, Elmhurst, New York, 
U.S.A.; Colgan, Miss M., "Green
ville", Athy Rd., Carlow; Conroy, 
Miss M., Castle St., Carlow; 
Corcoran, Eustace, J.K.L. Avenue, 
Carlow; Corcoran, Mrs. E., J.K.L., 
Avenue, Carlow; Corr, Rev. Joseph 
S.J., "St. Wilfrids", Preston, Lane's, 
England; Corr, Ald. Michael J. 
426 Lewisham High St., London, 
S.E., 13; Corr, James J., 9 Bay 
Ridge, Parkway, Brooklyn, New 
York, U.S.A.; Collins, Mrs. 
"Greengates", Newbridge, Co. 
Kildare; Cogan, Miss, 63 Burrin 
St., Carlow; Clifton, Hugh, 3 
Augustine Villas, Meath Rd., Bray, 
Co. Wicklow; Chemeler, Edward, 
Larkfield, Carlow; Chemelar, Mrs. 
E., Larkfield, Carlow; Canavan, 
Mrs. J. St. Joseph's Rd., Carlow; 
Clancy, Miss, Royal Hotel, Carlow; 
Conboy, F. J., 403 E. Buffalo St., 
Ithaca, New York, U.S.A. 

Doyle, Miss Maureen, Railway 
Road, Carlow; Doyle, Miss Dillie, 
Railway Road, Carlow; Doyle, Mrs. 
Leigh, Dublin St., Carlow; Doyle. 
James J., "Nationalist and Leinstn 
Times", Carlow; Doyle, Mis& D. 
Pembroke, Carlow; Doyle, Miss M. 
Matron, St. Dymphna's, Carlow; 
Dooley, Ml., St. Killian's Crescent. 
Carlow; Delaney Ml., The Swan, 
Athy, Co. Kildare. Delaney Mn. 
Ml., The Swan, Athy, Co. Kildare; 
Duggan, Wm. L., College St., 
Carlow; Duggan, Mrs. W. L., Col
lege St., Carlow; Darcy, Mrs. Ml., 
Castle Hill, Carlow; Dowling Mi,;;s 
Anna, 4 Gast Place, St. Louis 15, 
Missorri, U.S.A.: Dillon, Mrs. John 
St. Killians Cresent, Carlow; Di! 
Ion, Miss Phyllie, St. Killian'c; 
Crescent, Carlow; Dillon Miss 
Kathleen, St. Killian's Cresent, 
Carlow; Dalton, Mrs. F., St. Kil
ian's Crescent, Carlow. 

Ellis, John, Burrin St., Carlow; 
Eustace, E. A. R., Newstown. 
Tullow, Carlow; Egan, Miss, G.P.0. 
Carlow 

Fennell, Harry, Everton, Carlow: 
Fennell, Mrs. H. Everton, Carlow; 
Fenlon, William J., Montgomery 
St.; Fenlon, Mrs. W. J., Mont
gomery St., Carlow; Fenlon, 
Thomas, Montgomery St., Carlow: 
Fitzroy, Miss Alice, Montgomery 
St., Carlow; Fitzmaurice, Major A 
Laurel Lodge, Carlow; Friedl, Mic;s 
Trudy, "St Gertruds". Carlow; 
Furr, H., 54, Humphery St., Bootle, 
Lane's England; Finnegan, Mrs. A. 
Tullow St., Carlow; Foley, James 
P., 2, Plant!:ltion St., Gorton, Man-
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chester, England. 
Governey, Francis, Barrowville, 

Carlow; Governey, Mrs. Madeline, 
Barrowville, Carlow; Gaffney, Capt. 
William, Killeshm; Gaffney, Mrs. 
W. Killeshin; Grogan, Sean, Athy 
Rd., Carlow. 

Hadden, W. H., Court View, 
Carlow; Hadden, Mrs. W. H., 
Court View, Carlow; Hadden, W. 
V., "Four Winds", Carlow; Hadden 
Mrs. W. V., "Four Winds", 
Carlow; Hayden, Thos. P. 
"Hundred Acres", Killeshin, 
Carlow; Hanlon, Mrs. J., College 
St. Carlow; Hutton, Frank, 
Staplestown Rd., Carlow; Hughes, 
Patrick, College St., Carlow; Healy, 
Richard, College St., Carlow; 
Hosey, Joseph, Governey Square 
Carlow; Hayden, Rev. E., St. 
Joseph's College, North Poim 
P.O., Darheeling, India. 

Kelly, Miss M. T. "The Stream", 
Carlow; Kelly, William, 26 St 
Patrick's Avenue, Carlow; Kelly, 
Mrs. Michael, Burrin St., Carlow, 
Kelly, Thomas, 31 Avenue 1, 
Farningdale, Long Island, New 
York; Kealy, Thomas, Maryborough 
St., Graiguecullen, Carlow; Kealy. 
Brendan, Maryborough St , 
Graiguecullen, Carlow; Kilkenny 
Archaeological Society. 

Lillis, Maj. Gen. James, The 
Bush, 2 Wynberg Park, Blackrock. 
Co. Dublin; Lillis, Thos. J. 
Lumclone House, Fenagh, Co. 
Co. Carlow; Lillis, Mrs. E., 
Lumclone House, Fenagh, Co. 
Carlow; Leslie, W. A., 32 Eccleston 
Square, London; Leslie, Mrs. W. 
A., 32 Eccleston Square, London. 

Millar, Rt. Rev. Monsignor, P.P., 
Newbridge, Co. Kildare; Murray, 
Aidan, Dublin St., Carlow; Murray, 
Mrs. A., Dublin St., Carlow; Mur
ray, Ciaran, Dublin St., Carlow; 
Moore, William, " St. Dymphna's," 
Carlow; Morrow, Paul, Lumclone 
Hse, Fenagh, Co. Carlow; Mahon, 
Mrs. James, Kelvin Grove, Carlow. 
Monahan, John, Castletown, 
Carlow; Monahan, Mrs. J., Castle
town, Carlow; Moore, Mrs. W. 
"St. Ann's," Athy Rd., Carlow, 
Mannion, Francis, Dublin St., 
Carlow; Murphy, Mrs. M. B. 
Rathnapish, Carlow. 

MacLeod, Miss Iona, Co. 
Librarian, Pembroke, Carlow; 
Mccaul, Mrs. A., Dublin St , 
Carlow; McD'.)aald, Mrs. A. Holly
mount, Carlow: McDonnell, 
Raymond A., Dublin St., Carlow; 
McDonnell, Mrs. R. A., Dublin St., 
Carlow. 

Noude, Miss R., Tullow St., 
Carlow; Nolan, Thomas, 'Molloy's 
Tullow St., Carlow 

O'Rourke, Hugh, Clogrenna~, 
Carlow; O'Keeffe, Bernard, St. 
Killians Crescent, Carlow; O'Keeff 
Mrs. B., St., Killian's, Crescent, 

THIRTY-SEVEN 



Carlow; O'Keeffe, Miss Eileen, St 
Killian's Crescent, Carlow; 
O'Leary, Rev. Sean, C.C., The 
Presbytery, Carlow; O'Donnell, 
Hugh, Dublin St., Carlow; 
O'Dooley, Sean, "The Grange," 
Stradbally, Laois; O'Hanlon, Mrs. 
J., Hanover, Carlow; O'Hanlon, 
Miss Mary, Hanover, Carlow; 
O'Neill, Thomas P. "Gayville", 
Carlow; Oliver, James J., Kilkenny 
Rd., Carlow; Oliver, Mrs. J., 
Kilkenny Rd., Carlow; Oliver Miss 
B., Dublin St., Carlow; O'Neill. 
Denis, 2351 Sedgenick Ave, Bronx, 
New York, U.S.A., O'Neill, Miss 
D., G.P.O., Carlow; O'Neill, Mrs. 
Thomas, Granby Terrace, Carlow; 
O'Neill, Miss Mary, Barrack St., 
Carlow; O'Neill, Miss Leonie. 

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 

Barrack St., Carlow; O'Neill, Mis.a; 
Lucy, Barrack St., Carlow; O'Neili, 
Mrs. John, 40 Thayer St., New 
York, U.S.A. 

Peevers, John, Staplestown, 
Carlow; Peevers, Mrs. J. Staples
town, Carlow; Purcell, Mrs. T. J. 
St. Joseph's Rd., Carlow; Phelan, 
Mrs. W., Co. Hospital, Kilkenny; 
Purcell, Gerard, St. Killian's Cres
cent; Purcell, Patrick, Quinagh. 

Reddy, James, Lr. Staplestown 
Rd., Carlow. 

Swayne, Very Rev. P., M.A., 
P.P., Kildare; Sheehan, Miss K., 
N.T., Burrin St., Carlow; Smith, 
Mr. T., Leinster Crescent, Carlow; 
Smith, Mrs. T., Leinster Crescent, 
Carlow; Smith, Miss Mary, Leinster 
Crescent, Carlow; Spollen, Bernard, 

Knockbeg College 

Graiguecullen, Carlow; Spollen, 
Mrs. B., Graiguecullen, Carlow; 
Smith, Michael, Newtown, 
Bagenalstown; Sheehan, Mr. R., 
26 Glen Avenue, Colchester, Essex, 
England; Savage, Mrs. Elizabeth, 
25, Milton Park Rd., Weston-Super
Mare. 

Tracey, Miss Alice, "Stella 
Maris", Athy Rd., Carlow; Tiernan, 
Peter J., C.S.E.Teo., Carlow. 

Waldron, Austin, C.E.O., 
Vocational Schools, Carlow; 
Waldron, Mrs. A., Frederick: 
Avenue, Carlow; Wilkin, Mrs. G. 
A., Thurles, Co. Tipperary; Wall, 
Miss N., Barrack St., Carlow; 
Whelan, Mrs. Leo, St. Killian's 
Crescent, Carlow. 

The Editors would be interested to hear from anyone who has old photographs 
of Carlow and District, no matter how faded or uninteresting these may appear to 
be. Such photographs sometimes print surprisingly well and may be invaluable 
when used as illustrations for some article we are considering for the Journal. 

A WORD OF THANKS 
The Editors and the Committee of the Old Carlow Society wish to thank all who 

have contributed in any way to this issue of Carloviana. They are particularly indebted 
to the support of our advertisers, without which it would not be possible to continue 

the publication of our Journal. 
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FRESH MILK, CREAM AND 
EGGS 

LEIX 
GOOD GOOD 

FOR DAIRY FOR 

CARLOW YOU 

CASTLE ST. 

CARLOW 

In sunshine, snow, wind and rain, 

To serve you well is our aim. 

~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

§'111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

i EWING'S i 
I Restaurant and I 

CARLOW Phone 154 

Silver ,Grill & Snack Counter 
All Confectionery made on premises 

Morning Coffee Lunches 

Afternoon Teas Grills 

at Kilf ane House 
Weddings & Private Parties a Speciality 
Your Satisfaction is our Concern. 
Open Daily, including Sundays, until 
10 p.m. 

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS CAKES NOW 

~ Proprietress: SHEILA EWING ~ 

ffilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllfr 

01.IIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHlll+IIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!: 

Telephone 53. Telegrams: "Sutton, Carlow" 

Suttons' Supply 
Stores 

* * * 
Wholesale and Retail Grocer and 
Provision Merchant, Hardware, China, 

Glass and Delph 

* * * 

Castle Street 
Carlow 

KEHOE'S . FOR RADIOS 

* * * 
Sole Carlow Agents for 

MURPHY AND PYE RADIO 

Philips, Pilot, Bush Models 
also stocked 

* * * 
Efficient After Sales Service 
and Repairs to all Makes 

* * * 
Servis and Electrolux Agent 

* * * 
GERALD KEHOE 

Radio and Electrical Service 

136 TULLOW ST., CARLOW 



~.lllllfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllfllll!: 

Getting Engaged? 

CHRISTMAS AND ENGAGEMENTS 

The words are bound together by 
tradition. We are proud to offer a 
beautiful selection of rings--destined 
to make your big day even more 
memorable. Make your choice in our 
private room and avail of the fine 
service which we have been giving 

· for years. 

FOR THOSE WITH GIFT PROBLEMS 

-why not give Waterford cut glass? 
It is bound to please, and we have a 
wonderful displa,y for you to pick 

from. 

Watches and Jewellery to suit all tastes. 

BRAMLEY'S 
(THE SHOP UNDER THE CLOCK) 

Dublin Street, Carlow 
~ Phone--346_ ~ 
~,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111mn11111111111111111111111111111111111111r,: 

~lllflllllflllllflllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllfll!l: = = I Purchasing is an Investment i 
~ when you Buy the Best ~ 
= = i A GENUINE SCOTCH CROMBIE i 
§ OVERCOAT COSTS ONLY £17-19-6, § 
~ £16-19-6, £15-19-6 ~ 

i A SUIT OF MAGEES THORNPROOF i 
~ TWEEDS COSTS ONLY £12-12-0 ~ 

I A " CLUBMAN" SHIRT Ireland's ; 
~ Super Shirt, Costs Only 27 /6 to 39/6 ~ 

~ They pay dividends in years of ~ 
satisfactory service and give 
the wearer pride of ownership. 

The House For Men 

Carlow 

FOR REALLY GOOD CLOTHES 

ffiiti11i11111111111111111111111i1111u111111111miii11111i1111111111111im1111'11i111111111i1111imrni 

!llllllflllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 

"ALWAYS ON TOP 
OF FASHION II 

You will find a marvellous selection of all 
the··latest styles in:-

COATS 

COSTUMES 

FROa<S 

WATERPROOFS 

SKIRTS 

SLAac:5 

KNITWEAR 

BLOUSES 

•> GLOVES 

* NYLONS 

* UNDERCLOTHING 

* HANDBAGS 

* SCARVES 

* UMBRELLAS 

•> STOLES 

* EVENING FROCKS, &c. 

YOU'LL GET EXCLUSIVE STYLES 
AND A BETTER SELECTION AT-

The Modern 
Specialists in Ladies' Wear 

lULLOW STREET, CARLOW 

~llllilfllllUllflllfllllllllllfflflllfllllllflllllllllllllllllllllUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII~ = = 
Phone: 233 

Finegan 

Tullow Street 

Carlow 

Grocery, Bar and. 

Lounge. 

I Ever at your Service :: I ~- . .. -· a 
i111mu111111111111111,,,11111m,,111i11,111111111111111111,i11111,,ii111i,i,i,,,,11,111,i1ii11,111,I 



J. J. WALL 
* * * 

MOTOR GARAGE 

and 

SERVICE STATION 

* * * 

Kilkenny Road 
Carlow 

Phone 197 
ffi1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

NOLAN'S 
CHEMISTS 

FOR ALL HIGH-CLASS 
PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS 

* * * 
Manufacturers of the highest grade medicines. 
All the leading Brands of Ethical Pro
prietaries stocked. Local Agent for Helena 
Rubenstein's Famous Cosmetics. Sight
testing daily by fully qualified Opticians. 

FILMS DEVEWPED AND PRINTED 
QUICK SERVICE •• BEST RESULTS 

I · · · I 
I E. J. Nolan I 
~ M.P.S.I., F.B.0.A., Prop., ~ 

I I, DUBLIN ST., & I, CASTLE ST., I 
~ CARLOW Phone: 80 ~ 
~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

1111;~1;1111;~;;111~;:~1~~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111-

I AND GROCERIES VISIT I 
Proprietor: John McEvoy 

* * * 
Comfortable Accommodation 

High-Class Catering. 

Lunches, Dinners and Teas. 

Parties catered for on short 
notice. 

* * * 

Tullow St., Carlow 
;;1IIIIIIJllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllii' 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

IJOHN HARDING I 
Builder, Contractor and 

Joinery Manufacturer 

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING AND 
REPAIR WORK EXECUTED 

SPECIALISTS IN PLUMBING 
and 

SANITARY INSTALLATIONS 

* * * 
Enquiries: 

i ESTIMATES FREE i 
illlllllll:l:l:l~:lll'.lllllll~l:1~1:111111::,:,:,::IIIIIIIIIJ 



~111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

I Carlow's Leading i 
= Drapers = 

Clothiers, Ladies' and Men's 
Outfitters, and House Furnishers, 

__ Boot and Shoe Warehouse. 

Ladies' and Gentlemen's High
Class Tailoring on the Premises 
by expert cutters and tailors. 

"" * * 
You can get your Odearest 

Mattress here. 

MICHAEL MOLLOY 
_ Tullow Street, Carlow 
~111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Willie Hosey 
118 T·ullow St. 

Carlow 
* * * 

Tailoring and Outfitting 

Men's Shoes 

* * :k 

HIGH-GRADE CLOTHES 
FOR MEN AND BOYS 

iill!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillillllllllilllllllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllllll!lllll!lllllllf.ll!lliF 

M. WHITE 
M.P.S.I. 

* * * 
Sick Room Requisites 

* * * 
Photographic and Toil et Goods 

* * * 
39 TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 
?,'illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll'Fr 

~lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!: 

I Carlow's Leading Bakers I 
i and Confectioners i 
~ ~ 

i * * * i 
I Christmas Cakes a Speciality I 

Purest Ingredients only used 

* * * 

DUNNY'S 
CASTLE STREET 

I CARLOW I 
i Phone 151 i = ~ 
~llllllllUllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllHlllllllllllllllllllllll~ 



Hughes Brotl1ers 
Monumental Works 

Carlow 
* * * 

Memorials erected in 

Marble, Limestone 

and Granite 

* * * 
All work carried out under 

Personal Supervision 

Designs & Quotations on Request 
?ti111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111ii;: 

::!.lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!!§ 

1142 T~~~~;·~ARLOW I 
I ALSO 3:ho~eA~re::~, GOREY I 
I &\i~H~U::::~::::::~Ati~ I 
~ Worid-wide Bookings by Air, Rail and Se:i ~ I To:, now: speci•::ty . i 
= Radios, Records and Electrical Goods at = 
j 145 TULLOW ST., CARLOW j 
l11111111lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!II 

"Doctors, Statesmen, Sportsmen and 
Editors SMOKE: 

G.B.D., Dr. PLUMB & K.P. PIPES 

and no wonder! they are manufactured from 
l,st grade material and give 100 per cent. 

satisfaction" 

* * * 
'The Thinking Man Smokes a Pipe' 

* * * 
For all Smokers' Requisites 

YOUR PORT OF CALL IS 

CIGAR DIVAN 
50 DUBLIN 

Estd. 78 years. 

STREET, CARLOW 

Phone 189. 

m1111111111111111111,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Michael Doyle 

71 

* * * 
Grocery and Provisions 

General Hardware 

Coal Merchant 

* 
THE SHAMROCK 

* >
,, ,, 

TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 

T eleplione Carlow 7 

:illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllh;; 



§1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Motor and Cycle Dealers 

19 DUBLIN STREET 

CARLOW 
* * * 

Dealer for 

RALEIGH CYCLES & MOPEDS 

* * * 
REPAIRS A SPECIALITY 

ACCUMULATORS CHARGED 

* * * 
Oils. Greases & Spares in Stock 

~111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

::11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

BURNS 
College Street 

CARLOW 
Gent's Hair Stylist 

First-class Proficiency 
Diploma, Academy of 
G e n t ' s Hairdressing, 

London, 1932 

CARLOVIANS 

We take pride in being 
the oldest established 
Gentlemen's Hairdres
sers in Carlow, but 
we also take pride in 
our work and are al
ways prepared to, cut 
hair as you wish it. A 
trial. will convince. 

( 

= Wide range of Toi:let = = Goods = 
I Prize-winner Mallon ~ 
~ Cup Hairdressing ~ = Competition, Dublin, ~ 
~ 1002 ~ 

~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111w 

g1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 
~ ~ 

i HUGH LUPUS & CO. i 

= For Best = 
I and Best Service I 
I * * * I 
I I 

10 

CARLOW 

Phone Carlow 219 

!1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

DARCYS 
for Value 

* * * 
FURNITURE 
& DRAPERY 

* * * 

P. & M. DARCY 

~ CARLOW & TULLOW ~ 

I Phone Carlow 208 I 
;j,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111rr 



CARLOW 
TELEPHONE 78 

~· 
ATHY 

<). TELEPHONE 17 

CONTRACTORS 
f.11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111,1111111111111111111111111,11111111,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111,11111111111,11111111111111m 



An Old Carlow Industry 

CARLO ORANGE 

LEMONADE 

]),RY GINGER 
ALE 

GRAPE FRUIT 

CIDERETTE 

CASTLE ORANGE 

Rstablished 1821. 

MINERAL 

WATERS 

Manufactured by 

CORCORAN & CO. 
Limited 

CARLOW 

CARLO LEMON 

LEMON 
FLAVOURED 
SODA 

STONE BEER 

TONIC WATER 

COLA 

ORANGE CRUSH 

Phone 9. 

-

~ -
illllllllllllll llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll llll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll ,~ 

"The Nationalist and Leinster Times", Carlow 


