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Michael McDonnell 
(Carlow) Ltd. 

Purvf!JJCYT'8 of . Pwre Food Supplies 

Wine Merchants 

Tea and Coffee Specialists 

* * * 
Service and Courtesy 

Civility - Value 

* * * 

148-149 Tullow Street, 
Carlow 

Phone: Carlow 16 and 202 
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LUXURIOUS BANQUETING HALL 
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Everything 
CARPENTERS take over all the trying details of 

funerals from Relatives and Executors. Let us 

arranged for 
quote for "all-in" arrangements including 

CEMETERY :-: NEWSPAPERS 

FUNERALS \VREATHS, MEMORY CARDS, ETC. 

and without 
For the finest and most economical service in the 

unnecessary expense county, telephone, call or write to : 

CARPENTER BROTHERS 
FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS 

BARRACI{ STREET, CARLOW 
CB 

40 YEARS AGO 

This advertisement 

appeared in '' The 

Nationalist " during 

December, 1922. 

It was unique for its 

day and age in 

provincial advertising 

It is unique to-day, 

as it has been reproduced 

direct from the files 

of the paper by the new 

electronic equipment 

installed. 

For these two achieve
ments, 40 years apart, 
we thank the staff of 
the paper, always eager 
to be first with the best. 
Murray's, Dublin Street. 

Phone: Carlow 237 



It Pays to Shop at SHAW'S 

GENERAL DRAPERS OUTFITTERS 

FANCY STATIONERS 

BOOT AND SHOE WAREHOUSE 

The House for Value 

SHAW'S LTD. = = ~ ~ i 11 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW i 
i PHONE 159 ',Grams: SHAW, CARLOW i 
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Graiguecullen Corn & Coal Co. Ltd. 

Carlow. 

Dealers • m 

WHEAT OATS BARLEY MANURES 

BEST QUALITY COALS 

I Enquiries Invited Telephone 39. Telegrams: Corn Co., Ca~ow. i 
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MAIN FORD AND FORDSON DEALERS 

CARLOW 

100% 

(OUR 

SERVICE. 

MOTTO) 

100% SATISFACTION 

PHONE 65 & 309 
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MER NE 

Manufacturers of Household, 
Office and School Furniture, 
Kitchen, Shop Fitments, Joinery 
and Bee Appliances. 

BROTHERS 

Insist on our Kitchen Units 
under the title " An Enrem 
Product," for no home is a 
home without them. 

Quotations on request. 

Office and Works at: -

= TULLOW ROAD, CARLOW. Phone 214 = 
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GENT'S MODERN 
SHOES 

Styled by 

Ml. Governey Ltd~ 

Carlow. 
Phone 110 Est. 1903 
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We are pleased again to be chosen as Printers 

of 11Carloviana 11 

We specialise in all classes of Book and Job Printing 

FOUR COLOUR WORK A SPECIALITY 

Ask us to quote you for your next Printing Order 

The Nationalist & Leinster Times Ltd. 
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS 

42, Tullow Street, Carlow. 'Phone 401 and 402 



Vol. 2.. No. 11. New Series. Dec. 1962 

Journal of the Old Carlow Society. 
W. V. HADDEN and MISS M. T. KELLY, Joint Editors 

MEMBERS' OBJECTIVE 
THE Old Carlow Society has now been established for 

sixteen years. It has been put on a sound financial 

basis, thanks to an energetic and hard working Committee. 

The Society continues to follow the original rules : a 

Winter session from September to March; during these 

months papers are read to the members or lectures 

arranged. In the Summer outings are held to various places 
of interest and short talks are given about their history. 

The work of the Old Carlow Society is a work of real value 

to our county. It has established itself among the cultural 

societies as one of the liviliest and has come to be accepted 

as a society which contributes to the social amenities of 

our town. 

The desire to preserve old memories and traditions 

should have a wider appeal to all. but especially to the 

members of our society; this was the chief objective of 

the founders of the Old Carlow Society. Activities are 

the life of a society, a historical society composed of 

earnest members wishing to learn more about their local 
history are contributing to the work of the society. 

We live in an age of speed, when the simpler ways 

of life are fast disappearing. The mighty machines of 

industry are sweeping away the old crafts which were an 
integral part of our history. 

Another project envisaged by the society is a museum 

to house relics of the past. Unfortunately due to many 
difficulties this. ambition has not yet been achieved. 
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Rev. Daniel w. Cahill, D.D. 
By TERESA KELLY 

fHE illustrious subject of this paper, Dr. 
Daniel W. Cahill was born in Ballinagall, 

Parish of Arles, Laois on November 28th, 1796. 
Portion of the walls of the Cahill dwelling 
house can still be seen. (The farm is now 
owned by Mr. McDonald, Ashfield). His father 
was Daniel Cahill a Civil Engineer, and his 
mother was Catherine Brett, daughter of Oliver 
Brett of Seville, Spain. His mother's family had 
lived in Leighlinbridge for 600 years ever since 
his ancestor Sir Hugh Le Brett was appointed 
Governor of Leighlin, Daniel was the youngest 
of their three sons. 

Dr. Cahill's ancestor, Daniel O'Cahill 
forfeited Ballycahill near Thurles, which was 
granted by Cromwell to one Edmond Annsley 
(afterwards Viscount Annsley) ' and was 
transplanted to Ballyglass, Co. Mayo. His 
certificate can be seen in the Book of Trans
plantors, Clonmel, No. 344, Folio 62, January 
1653. Daniel O'Cahill's grandson, also Daniel, 
came to Laois shortly after the battle of the 
Boyne, and married Catherine Lalor a descend
ant of Henry O'Lalor, chief of the Clan. Dr. 
Cahill was fourth in descent from him. 

Young Cahill received his early education 
at Ferris's Academy in Athy. He is also listed 
as an extern student at yarlow College, 
November 1811-July 1812, fee 3 gns. 

It was at first decided that the boy should 
follow his father's profession or the Army, 
but young Daniel had decided on the priesthood, 
so in 1816, Dr. Corcoran, to whom he was 
related (Dr. Corcoran was a native of Laois, 
a brother of his Mr. E. Corcoran lived at 
Raheenduff) secured him a place in Maynooth 
College. On the completion of his studies he 
was ordained by Dr. Doyle. There is a tradition 
(according to Fr. Swayne, Knockbeg C.A.,) 
preserved in Ballinagall that Dr. Doyle who 
lived in Carlow College until 1822 called at the 
room of a student named Cahill who was 
preparing for Ordination and found him playing 
the violin at an unreasonable hour; he told 
him he would not ordain him on the appointed 
day. "Welcome be your will, My Lord" 
replied the student. Dr. Doyle turned back and 
told him he would ordain him. It would appear 
from this incident that Fr. Cahill had re
turned to Carlow College before his Ordination 

EIGHT 

Fr. Cahill was then appointed curate at 
Leighlinbridge. 

RECALLED TO CARLOW 
In 1825, Dr. Cahill was recalled to Carlow 

College and appointed Professor of Natural 
Philosophy. Maurice Lenihan, historian and 
journalist who was a student of Carlow College 
from 1823 to 1831 recalls in his memories of 
the College "that Dr. Cahill came as Professor 
after the vacation of 1825. He took the Chair 
of Physics and experimental Philosophy. Dr. 
Cahill was at that time about 27 years of 
age, tall, and rather fashionable in his dress. 
He wore a blue frock coat and high boots, 
brightly polished." Lenihan recalls, "I saw him 
one day nearly killed by an explosion, which 
took place as he was looking over a glass 
retort. The glass stopper flew out, grazed his 
head, struck the ceiling, where it left its mark 
on the plaster." He was a general favourite 
with the students in the class of chemistry 
and experimental philosophy. James Fintan 
Lalor. who entered Carlow College in 1824 was 
a pupil of Dr. Cahill, and a friend of Lenihan. 
The Leinster Provincial meeting for Catholic 
Emancipation held in December 1825 in the 
Old Parochial Church was addressed by Richard 
L. Sheil and Daniel O'Connell. Dr. Doyle sat 
on a chair on the Altar, but did not speak 
during the whole meeting which lasted until 
long after the candles were lit. Dr. Cahill was 
among those present. By special permission 
Maurice Lenihan and some of the College 
students were permitted to attend the meeting. 

In 1830 Dr. Doyle sent Dr. Cahill to 
Wexford to collect money for the building of 
the Cathedral. Dr. Doyle did not intend that 
he should apply for public subscriptions but 
the clergy and laity were most generous. When 
Count Charles Montalembret visited. Carlow in 
1830 he was entertained at the College by the 
President, Dr. FitzgeI'ald, and the professors, 
he was greatly taken by Dr. Cahill whom 
he described as a handsome, vigorous, and 
energetic young man. Montalembret dined in 
the College the day before he left Carlow and 
the evening ended with a concert of Music, 
Dr. Cahill played the violin and sang Irish 
songs. Montalembret was especially taken with 
the selection of Moore's melodies. 



PARENTS AND RELATIVES 

During the period of Dr. Cahill's time in 
Carl.ow College he often walked from Carlow 
to visit his parents and relatives in Arles. 
We will now take a glance at Dr. Cahill's 
relatives who lived in Arles. 

1) Thomas Purcell, Arles, great grandfather 
of Mrs. Kathleen Bergin (nee Purcell) married 
Mis3 Cahill, aunt of Dr. Cahill, their son Joseph 
was first cousin of Dr. Cahill, his son John 
was Mrs. Bergin's father. 

2) James Oliver Brett, uncle of Dr. Ca~1.ill 
married Miss Hickey, sister of Fr. Patnck 
Hickey (Killeshin) P.P., Arles (1821 to 1857, 
36 years). They lived in Castletown. John 
Cahill Civil Engineer, elder brother of Dr. 
Cahill' lived in Cloneybacon and married Miss 
Margaret Kelly of Coolenowle, parents of Rev. 
Thomas Cahill, who was ordained in Maynooth 
in 1841. After five years in the Diocese of 
Kildare and Leighlin he entered Mount Mellery 

Monument of Dr. Cahill in Glasnevin Cemetery 

Photo by courtesy Mr. P. N. Rowan, Coolock, 
Dublin, kinsman of Dr. Cahill 

where in religion he was Fr. Paul. He had 
a wide reputation as a Spiritual Director. He 
always wrote the perscnal pronoun, first person 
singular as a small "i". He died in 1894. 
When the new chapter was added to Mount 
Mellery, Fr. Paul's remains were re-interred 
inside the Monastery. 

Dr. Cahill's other relatives were his nephews 

Patrick Cahill, L.L.B who lived in Castletown, 
Rev. Thomas Cahill S.J., President, Jesuit 
College, Melbourne, Australia and Henry Cahill, 
National Bank, Carlow. 

Patrick Cahill L.L.B. was founder and first 
editor of the "Leinster Leader" the first 
number was published on the 14th August, 1880. 
He was also Hon. Sec., of the then Queen's 
Co. Independent Club, much of its success 
was due to his great ability. It was later 
to become a powerful branch of the Land 
League. Pat Cahill was imprisoned in Kilkenny 
.iail as a "suspect" by the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, Mr. Forster. His imprisonment with
out the s!ightest cause undermined his health 
and he died in Castletown in 1885. 

MONUMENT ERECTED 
Over his grave in Arles Churchyard a 

monument was erected by public subscription 
and inscribed as follows: Sacred to the memory 
of Patrick Cahill L.L.B "This monument has 
been erected by a people truly grateful for 
the earnestness with which he devoted his 
splendid abilities in the cause of his religion 
and his country." Pat Cahill appointed Joseph 
Purcell, Arles executor of his estate, with 
instructions that Miss Cahill (sister) and Miss 
Hickey were to be maintained in Castletown 
during their lifetime. These ladies survived Mr. 
Cahill for many years, with the result that 
some of the property had to be disposed of 
to maintain them. , 

In 1834 Dr. Cahill resigned the Professorship 
in Carlow College and opened an Academy at 
"Erin Lodge", Athy Road. He moved to Dublin 
and opened a school at Seafort House, Williams
town in 1835, which proved so successful that 
he was induced to open a lay academy on a 
much larger scale at Prospect House, Blackrock. 
Co. Dublin in 1840. This school it was which 
laid the foundation of what is now known as 
Blackrock College. Unfortunately Dr. Cahill's 
new undertaking was not a success, though 
he carried on for a time with the many 
difficulties that confronted him but in the end, 
he had to leave Blackrock. 

MANY CAP ABILITIES 
We are now to behold Dr. Cahill in a new 

sphere, as a public preacher, lecturer, and 
writer to the press. In all these capabilities 
he had few if any equals. In the pulpit his 
eloquence was thrilling and impressive, in the 
highest degree. A sermon from Dr. Cahill 
was both intellectually and spiritually a treat. 
He was 6 ft. 5 ins tall and a favourite and 
humorous expression of his at the opening of 
his lectures outside Ireland was "I here show 
you a specimen of Irish growth". As a letter 
writer, Dr. Cahill's fame was world wide. When 

Continued in page 36 
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Maire 

of the 

Nie Shiublaigh 
Abbey Theatre 

By ALICE TRACEY 

THE name "Maire Nie Siublaigh" is practically 
unknown in Carlow but nevertheless this 

actress who achieved fame in the early days 
of the Abbey Theatre had a strong association 
with the town. 

Her grandfather, Francis Walker, a County 
Kilkenny man, had a book binding business 
in College Street, then known as Chapel 
Lane. He carried on his trade in the premises 
now occupied by Mr. Byrne, Auctioneer, and 
resided in the Catholic Institute nearby where 
he acted as honorary librarian for the 
collection of books housed there and popularly 
known as "Dr. Doyle's Books" from the fact 
that they circulated mainly amongst the 
members of The Catholic Doctrine Society 
which had been founded by J.K.L. 

NEWSPAPER PROPRIETOR 

His eldest son Matthew, had a printing 
office and published a local newspaper "The 
Vindicator". His premises were at first in 
Tullow Street and he later transferred to 
Dublin Street. Matthew lived on the Athy 
Road in the house where Mr. P. J. Ryan now 
resides. His wife, nee Marian Doherty, a 
native of Dublin, carried on a dressmaking 
business and catered for a select clientele. 

In the course of time Matthew moved to 
Dublin where he joined the staff of "The 
Daily Express" and was, it is claimed, the 
first Linotype operator in the city. 

He later worked as a compositor with "The 
Irish Times" which he left to found "The 
Tower Press" in Cornmarket. 

Of strong national principles, he attracted 
much custom from the various Irish societies 
and as business expanded he moved into more 
spacious premises at 30 Upper Liffey Street 
as the proprietor of "The Gaelic Press". 

From this press much of the literature and 
printed propaganda for the Irish cause 
emanated and in the years of crisis the office 
was the object of much unwelcome attention 
from Government authorities. 

YOUTHFUL TALENT 

Meanwhile Matthew's family was growing 
and Maire was born at 37 Charlemont Street 
in 1888. A winning child, she showed signs 

TEN 

of talent at an early age and her intelligence 
and vivacity attracted notice. There were at 
the time numerous social societies with national 
outlook in the metropolis and their interest 
assisted the upsurging of a cult for drama 
and amateur theatricals which took the popular 
fancy and resulted in productions being staged 
in all parts of the city. 

Maire became a member of a non-sectarian 
group Ingrid na hEireann which held classes 
and debates on various subjects of national 
interest, encouraged cultural activities and 

Maire Nie 8hiublaigh 
Photo of the painting by W. B. Yeats by 

courtesy Mr. Edward Kenny 

sponsored the production of tableaux depicting 
scenes from Irish history and occasionally, 
produced full length plays by Irish playwrights. 

Alice Milligan, the Tyrone poetess, was its 
director and produced its maiden effort in a 
Temperance Hall in Clarendon Street. The 



Fay brothers were the directors and two plays 
were successfully staged "Deirdre" and 
"Kathleen ni Houlihan". Maire had a part in 
each play and acquitted herself creditably not
withstanding her extreme youth. 

NATIONAL THEATRE 

Lady Gregory, who with W. B. Yeats and 
Edward Martyn had made an ambitious effort 
to found a theatre in Dublin in 1898, was 
in the audience that night. The Irish Literary 
Theatre, as the trio's venture was named, had 
ended in dismal failure after three years, but 
Lady Gregory, ever impulsive and optimistic had 
been impressed by the spirit of the players 
that night and in a fortnight's time she 
launched them as the Irish National Theatre 
Society. 

Space precludes a detailed account of their 
efforts to make good but let it be said that 
hard work was not shirked. Practically all 
concerned were wage earners by day and their 
evenings were devoted not only to rehearsals 
but also to making and setting up props and 
generally converting the back shed of an egg 
and butter store in Camden Street into some 
semblance of a bijou theatre, and "bijou" was 
the operative word. 

Maire describes in her memoirs of those 
days her first visit to the premises. Difficult 
to locate, but once there, in a matter of 
minutes she was dealing with a pile of dusty 
curtains, and acting as assistant stage carpenter 
to Willie Fay who was setting up the frame
work. Sawing, painting and sewing, their 
object was achieved and within six months 
from the formation of the society they pre
sented their first play, and five months later 
these valiant pioneers of the Irish National 
Theatre were entrancing by their perform
ances blase London audiences in Queen's 
Gate Hall. 

"TIMES" CRITIC IMPRESSED 

:Maire got special mention from the 
dramatic critic of the London "Times". After 
referring to the pleasure of listening to 
"English spoken with watchful care and 
timorous hesitation as though it were a 
learned language . . . . these Irish people sing 
our language and always in a minor key." He 
continued: "These Irish gentlemen and ladies 
9,re good to look at; the men are lithe, graceful, 
brighteyed and at least one of the maidens 
with the stage name of Maire nic Shiubhlaigh 
is of a strange wan disquieting beauty . . " 
He comments on a delightful effect of 
spontaneity and adds that the scenery is of 
Elizabethan simplicity, sometimes no more than 
a mere backcloth . . . "The Irish Theatre is 
entirely of its own kind and of none other, 
with its sustained note of pure gravity, with 

here and there faint harmonics of weird elfish 
freakishness. It is entirely Irish and entirely 
delightful". This visit to London had an un
expected and pleasant sequel. 

WEALTHY PATRON 

There was a rumour that a wealthy English 
woman, Miss Horniman, had seen the per
formances and was anxious to do something 
for the company. Her first gesture was a visit 
to Dublin and an offer to dress the production 
of one of Yeats plays for them. 

Miss Horniman was a well-known patron 
of drama in England and a friend of Yeats. 
She proved as good as her word and putting 
up at a leading Dublin hotel, she opened bales 
of expensive materials and imported a team 
of English theatrical costumiers to make them 
up. She spared neither time nor money to make 
the production of the chosen play "The King's 
Threshold" a success, which it undoubtedly was. 

ABBEY THEATRE 

Shortly after her return to England she 
informed the company that she was prepared 
to build a theatre for them. Naturally the 
offer was immediately accepted and the Abbey 
Theatre was built on the site of the former 
city morgue and its neighbouring building, a 
music hall. The Abbey, as it soon became 
affectionately known, opened its doors on 27th 
December, 1904. That night Maire played the 
name part in "Kathleen ni Houlihan" for the 
first time. Two other plays followed "Kathleen"; 
Yeat's "On Baile's Strand" produced for the 
first time, and Lady Gregory's "Spreading the 
News", thus the Abbey Theatre was well and 
truly launched. 

AMATEUR STATUS 

A peculiarity of the Abbey group was that 
in spite of having now a proper theatre, the 
members still kept their amateur status and 
did not accept that of professionals. 

When a limited company was formed with 
three directors and the players as shareholders 
it had an adverse effect on the latter who 
felt that the business footing interfered with 
the old policy of co-operation It must be borne 
in mind that the members still worked during 
the day and drew no salary for their histrionic 
performances. 

To the suggestion that at least the leading 
members should be paid a salary, the 
immediate reaction was that all but four of 
those affected withdrew from the Abbey, feeling 
that the acceptance of the subsidy offered by 
Miss Horniman would imperil their independence 

Continued in page 38 
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Education Long Ago 
by Aid. M. J. Corr 

One of the surpnsmg things about the 
human memory is how clear are one's recol
lections of events that occurred in your child
hood days and how vague and uncertain you 
are about what happened a few years ago or 
even months ago. 

Round about the year 1890 I was a small 
boy of three years old and I well remember my 
first acquaintance with school life. It may in
terest your readers to know that in those far 
off days you started school at three years. 
Now-a-days many educationalists look with 
concern and dismay at children starting when 
five years old. It was a nice sunny morning 
when my sister, Ellie, scrubbed my face, 
smacked my bit of hair into position, fastened 
up my shoe laces and off we started for St. 
Joseph's School. We toddled along Barrack 
Street, up Green Lane and into Station Road 
until we reached the school. Here I was hand
ed over to a nun called Sister Benedict and 
presently found myself sitting in a sort of 
gallery with many other youngsters of my 
own age. 

By modern standards, St. Joseph's, would 
not be classified as up-to-date. It was just a 
rectangular building containing two large 
rooms; the far one was the seat of learning for 
lads like me. At one end of the room was a sort 
of raised gallery with wooden tiers of benches, 
not unlike the seating arrangements they 
had for the "gods" in the old Music Halls. 
In the body of the room there were rows of 
desks and, of course, the inevitable blackboard. 
At the other end was a small table on a slight 
platform where Sister Benedict sat and super
vised the proceedings. I should think there 
were about 40 or 50 children in this room. 

To assist Sister Benedict there were two 
monitoresses, one named Johanna Rafter and 
the other Winnie McDonald. The latter young 
lady was a very pious soul and never indulged 
in any more profane expression than "Lausie 
bless us". She was known to us youngsters as 
such (behind her back, of course). Years after
wards Winnie married a publican in Liverpool 
and nearly stocked a school herself, she had 
twelve children. Unlike present day methods 
you started straight away to learn the alphabet 
and how to make the figures, even progressing 
to do simple sums and write short sentences. 
As was in keeping with the times all the 
teachers, nuns included, were properly equipped 
with a cane, but I must say it was rarely 
used. 
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When you had made sufficient progress you 
were moved into the other room which, as 
far as furniture went, was much the same, 
except that it had no gallery. This move up
wards usually took place when you were five 
years old, sometimes younger. Here the cur
riculum was more advanced and you were 
taught geography, and how to write short 
essays. The nun in charge here was a Sister 
Thomas, supposed to be a strict disciplinarian 
but I never found her other than kindness 
itself. 

BUN STRUGGLE 

On special feast days we were all enter
tained to a 'bun struggle', every little boy got 
an orange, a bun and some sweets. This was 
always a great event and eagerly looked for
ward to by all of us. Years afterwards I often 
wondered who paid for all this and came to 
the conclusion that our benefactors were the 
good nuns of the Mercy Convent-God bless 
them. 

Another memorable feature of the school 
was lunch, a few of the better off lads brought 
their own sandwiches of bread and butter, per
haps with a lick of jam, but' the majority re
lied on the College for this repast. Daily two 
boys went to the kitchen of the College and 
filled a large wicker basket with chunks of 
bread. On arrival this was attacked in a sort 
of general scramble, the main objective was to 
find a chunk with butter on it. It would 
appear that only the most austere students let 
their butter ration pass on to this basket, and 
a gleam of triumph shone from the eyes of 
the lad who was lucky. Although we were very 
young this did not prevent us from playing 
the "maladjusted" when we got out of the 
school. The Station Road outside had what 
were known as 'stone depots' where heaps of 
broken stones were stacked for repair work. 
The grand old custom of the lads from Pol
lerton, Closh etc., was to arm themselves and 
have a "crewsing" match with the lads from 
The Quarries, Dublin Road etc., etc. Region
alism seemed to be well ingrained in us even 
at that early age. We just pelted stones at 
one another until some adult appeared and 
chased us off home, usually referring to us as 
young blackgl'Rrds. 

LITTLE DARLINGS 

I cannot remember any serious damage be
ing done to any of the contestants, most days 
some of the parents came to the school to 



collect their little darlings and see them 
safely home. St. Joseph's normally kept no boys 
after they attained their sixth birthday, so the 
day came when we had to move on to higher 
things. Most of the pupils went straight into 
the Christian Brothers School in Chapel Lane 
(I beg pardon I should have said College 
Street). For some reason or other my father 
arranged for me to start at Graigue School 
and there I was joined by three of my old 
colleagues from St. Joseph's, Jimmy Bruen, 
Joe Cullen and Tommy O'Rourke. 

From Hanover to Graigue School was quite 
a long trek, right through the town and over 
the Bridge, but a sturdy lad of six took it all 
in his stride. The other three all came from 
Montgomery Street and made their way along 
the river bank to Graigue. The last time I 
had the pleasure of being in Carlow I went to 
see the Old Alma Mater but found that it 
had been pulled down and a nice new school 
erected instead. It was holiday time so I 
cou.id only view it from the outside. But my 

memory of the old school was quite clear, it 
was just a rectangular building containing one 
large room, whitewashed inside, a fireplace in 
the centre of the wall, some ten rough finished 
desks and two large maps, one of the World 
and one of Ireland. The Headmaster, Dan 
Fenelon, had a small desk at the end from 
which he called the roll and kept an eye on 
the lot of us. When you entered school in the 
morning you tossed your cap (if you had one) 
behind the door to join all the other caps 
of those who had arrived before you. By any 
standards the school was modestly equipped
some might say it was grim and austere be
yond words. About fifty or sixty boys attended, 
some came from as far away as Rossmore, 
Killeshin; there was no public transport and 
it was all done on foot-both ways. The young 
were not coddled in those days and tnere 
were no psychiatrists to stand between us and 
the generous use of the cane. 

Continued in page 41 

Front Row: 1, ; 2, Geo. Douglas, TullO'tlJ St.; 3, Frank O'Rourke, Montgomery St.; 
4, ; 5, McWey, Grange, Magenety; 6, Freeman, "Chestnuts." 

Back Row: 1, ; 2, Tom Doyle, Athy Rd.; 3, Brennan, Ballyharmon; 4, John O'Rourke 
(brother of Frank); 5, Stan Cullen; 6, John Doyle, Athy Rd. (brother of Tom), with Mr. 

Dan Fenlon, Principal, CarlO'tlJ-Graigue National School. 
Photo courtesy Mr. Martin O'Rourke, Montgomery Street 
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The Irish National Foresters 
The 1962 Annual Convention of the frish 

National Foresters was held in Carlow in August 
and the Old Carlow Society takes this 
o-pportunity of saluting the Carlow Branch of 
the Foresters, which by maJking accommodation 
avalilable to us in the Foresters Hall, has 
acted as our host for very many years 

fHE Irish National Foresters was founded 
as a benevolent Society in 1877 and its 

ideals of Unity, Nationality and Benevolence 
appealed to the minds of every Irishman who 
cared and worked for the independence of our 
native land. 

The Irish National Foresters Society was 
formed by a rebel section of a Society named 
the Ancient Order of Foresters, which had 
decided, ~bout the year 1877, to adopt a 
political and sectarian policy. Unfortunately all 
records which would have contained information 
relating to the Society's activities were then 
sold as waste paper, so that these valuable 
documents were lost forever. 

Early conventions were held in centres as 
far away as Greenock in Scotland (1899), 
Manchester (1900), Newry (1901), Dundalk 
(1907) etc., and each Branch sent its delegates 
who took part in the ceremonies and councils 
of the Conventions and in the processions, a 
striking feature, when the Chief Rangers rode 

Part of Procession at 1962 Convention 
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on horseback in their picturesque costumes. 

THE CARLOW FORESTERS 
St. Patrick's Branch of the Society was 

founded in Carlow on June 2nd, 1892. The 
people responsible for the introduction of 
Forestry to Carlow were as follows: Br. Quinn, 
C.R.; Bro. Everett, secretary; Bro. Walker, 
Assistant Secretary; Bro. McDonald, treasurer; 
Bro. Rogers, Senior Woodward; Bro. Dooley, 
Junior Woodward; Bro. Scanlon, Senior Beadle; 
Bro. Costello, Junior Beadle. 

The first meeting was held in the building 
donated to the Carlow Vocational Committee 
by George Bernard Shaw, the Technical School. 
It was at that time called the Old Assembly 
Rooms, and they ensured that Forestry had 
come to Carlow to stay. How prophetic were 
their convictions is proved by the strength of 
the Branch to-day, with the largest membership 
in Ireland. The meetings held in the Old 
Assembly Rooms were held regularly, and 
lasted for no longer than two hours. No 
matter how heavy the agenda may have been 
the meetings concluded at 10 o'clock sharp. 

The newspaper then in circulation and 
printed arid published in Carlow came early into 
the working of the Branch. Having lauded 
and encouraged the formation of the Branch 
of the I.N.F. in Carlow, the' publishers aided 

Photo courtesy D. McDonough 
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and assisted the noble work of instructing the 
general public. 

KNEW NO BOUNDS 

The following people were initiated as 
Honorary Members: Bros. Ml. Governey, T.C., 
P.L.~.; '.f· P. O'Meara, M.D.; Ml. Molloy, T.C.; 
M. 0 Reilly; J. Whelan, T.C., P.L.G. We under
stand that the capital letters after the names 
oi the honorary members stand for Town 
Commissioners, Poor Law Guardian, and of 
course M.D. for Medical Doctor. It was decided 
that Branch Meetings would be held on Monday 
evenings in the Assembly Rooms at 8 o'clock, 
and officers were requested to be punctual in 
attendance. Carlow had started off a bit later, 
perhaps than other large towns in Ireland, but 
the ardour and enthusiasm for the few 
patriotic men knew no bounds, and the venture 
was an assured success from the very beginning. 
A short time after the foundation of the branch 
the late Bro. Henry Corcoran was admitted a 
member, an association which only ended in 
May of 1947 through Br. Corcoran's death. 

In the year 1893 the Branch held a very 
successful Bazaar in aid of Branch Funds and 
reading and recreational facilities for members. 
A cordial vote of thanks was tendered to all 
who supported the function, including the ladies, 
Mr. Dixon, Electrical Engineer, and the Press. 
Towards the end of 1893 Irishmen in Manchester 
appealed to our Branch for assistance (financial) 
for exiles who had been out of work through 
an industrial dispute. The appeal was responded 
to and a generous subscription was forwarded. 

HARMONY RESTORED 

The Branch Surgeon was often in the wars 
through (as alleged) not attending members, 
refusing to give certificates, and compelling 
members to attend him at the Dispensary, and 
he was often called upon to give explanations. 
At the 78th meeting of the Branch, on the 
election of Branch Surgeon, Bro. Reddy caused 
a stir by stating that the proceedings relative 
to the election were carried on in a "quiffling" 
manner, and made some other remarks which 
prompted the Chief Ranger (Bro. Quinn) to 
tender his resignation, and which earned 
sufficient publicity for Bro. Reddy, to hold at 
least six further weekly meetings. The trouble 
finally subsided, and harmony was restored. 

The first Anniversary of the Branch was 
celebrated in July, 1893. The expenditure for 
same exceeded income by £2-12-0d. The second 
Anniversary was held in Borris Demesne on 
July 9th, 1894. 

It is evident that the Branch -were occupied 
in assisting in a Bazaar which was held in aid 
of the Cathedral, as there were no meetings 
held on Sunday 15th, or 29th October, 1894, 

and reference to the Bazaar is included in the 
minutes of Branch Meeting held on Sunday, 
5th November of that year. 

One of the first blows sustained by the 
Branch was the death of· Bro. James Reddy, 
Tullow St., in November, 1894. Bro. Reddy, it 
was said, was one of the most enthusiastic 
members of the branch and had always been a 
very hard worker in the interests of the Society. 

ANNIVERSARY EXCURSION 
On the 7th July, 1895, the Anniversary 

Excursion was held as usual, and before start
ing off, the secretary, Bro. W. P. Hade and Bro. 
P. McDonald, treasurer were awarded a demon
stration scarf each and an Address by the other 
members of the Branch. 

What promised to be a serious set-back to 
the Branch was a Notice to Quit served for 
a branch meeting held on Sunday, 8th July, 
1895. The branch was ordered to hand over 
possession by the 1st October of the same year, 
and had to set about looking for alternative 
accommodation. The members appointed to do 
so reported favourably on premises occupied by 
Mrs. Conlon, and the Secretary, Bro. W. Hade, 
was instructed to interview Mr. A. W. Fitz
maurice, re the possibility of obtaining 
possession of the premises, which were about 
to become vacant on the 7th October, 1895. 
The branch engaged Mr. P.A. Browne to defend 
their case versus the landlord. The landlord 
failed in his attempt to remove the Branch, as 
the case was dismissed without prejudice, and 
the branch again setUed down to ordinary 
business. In December, 1895, the branch sent 
a vote of congratulations to Bro. J. Hutchinson, 
General Secretary, on his appointment as High 
Sheriff of Dublin. The branch again celebrated 
the anniversary for the fourth year in succes
sion by running a car party to Humewood, Co. 
Wicklow. About this time a fully stocked 
library and reading room was available for 
members, pride of place being given to Irish 
Literature and History. 

NEW PREMISES 
Towards the end of · 1897. the branch were 

successful in securing the occupation of their 
present premises through the Estate Agent, 
the late Mr. Henry Cooper. Recreational 
facilities were immediately provided for the 
members. These premises were rented quarterly 
up to 1925, when they were leased to the 
branch for a period of fifty years. In 1946 
they were purchased outright, and are now the 
sole property of the branch. 

On the 27th June, 1897 the branch had 
an outing to Newtownbarry Demesne to 
celebrate their fifth anniversary, permission 
having been given by Mr. Hall-Dare to visit 

Cootinued in page 34 
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In and around Carlow 1681 
By HUGH CLIFTON 

JHOMAS DINELEY was an English anti-
quarian who toured Ireland in 1681, and 

whose description of his tour is copiously 
illustrated in a book he wrote. It is a very 
interesting work, ~specially the spirited pen 
and ink sketches he makes therein of Irish 
towns, castles and houses. 

But it is with that portion of his itinerary 
that deals with Carlow and surroundings, that 
I shall be content just now. 

'Catherlaugh' (he tells us) is a fair thriving 
town commanded by a Castle, (he draws it) 
engarrisoned by a very ancient experienced 
soldier, Sir John :Uavallier, as captain, and 
Richard Powell, gent, as lieutenant. It (the 
castle) is built of freestone. The town is built 
upon, and has the benefit of two rivers, 
Barrow and Burren. "It hath 2 fair Bridges, 
is upon rising ground, so healthful (for 
Ireland) that by several I have heard it called 
ye Irish Montpelier". He finds the Barrow a 
very clear and pleasant river, navigable by 
flat-bottomed boats. 

He notes that Carlow manufactured a very 
good 'sheep's grey frize' and informs us that 
the Duke of Ormond and his son, the Earl 
of Aran, buy it from one Mrs Quiglet, 
'though Kilkenny be their own city'. He likes 
the town's buildings, saying they increase in 
number and beauty daily, thanks to the 
"expence", industry and diligence of Thomas 
Spaight and William Crutchley, "The former 
whereof hath lately built the fairest inn of 
the town . . . adjoining 4 of the principal 
roads. Mr. Crutchely-formerly a miller-and 
since, High Sheriff of County Carlow hath 
agreed with Town and County for the building 
of a large stone bridge-to carry houses thereon 
-on each side, over the river Burren" (it 
appears that the Crutchley edifice survived till 
1827). 

Dineley seems to have been fascinated by 
at least one Carlow lady. Unfortunately he 
doesn't give her name. "She professeth 
(besides perruque-making, polring) cutting of 
hair, trimming and shaving of men, at which 
she hath a delicate hand . . . (I wonder was 
the fair poleist an ancestor of a prominent 
O.C.S. member who is also popular tonsorially?) 

Thomas D. paid a flying visit to "Clogh
grenan" where the gallant captain of Carlow 
Castle, Sir John Davallier, lived, and informs 
us that it was here that "Lord Lieutenant 
Ormond began a campaign with own moneys, 
in 1649, with 8,000 foot and 2,000 horse, 
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subsequently appointing Cloghgrenan for 
rendezvous and parade for the whole army 
which made up 3,700 horse and 14,500 foot 
and a train of 4 pieces cannon." 

On his return, our antiquarian seems to 
have spent a longer time in Staplestown, "1! 
miles from Carlow, heretofore belonging to Sir 
John Temple, Master of the Rolls, purchased 
by John Tench, once of Lincoln's Inn, London, 
now a Justice of the Peace for County Carlow" 
who during the reign of William III was re
turned with Sir Thomas Butler as mepiber for 
County of Carlow in the Parliament which met 
in Dublin on 5th October, 1692. 

BENNEKERRY CASTLE 
Dineley found Staplestown a thriving 

hamlet, and was so interested in it and its 
river (Burren) that he made a special sketch 
of both in his book, indicating where prominent 
villagers lived. We see John Tench's "Turrets" 
(south of the woods which lay west of Staples
town), as well as the homes of Rev. Mr. Moor 
(sic) the minister, Robert Lackey, miller, Thos. 
Harris, saddler and innkeeper ( of 'The Crown') 
Thos. Glaseby, tailor and victualler, Thos. 
Gould, farrier; Jos. Davis, 'gardener; Hugh 
Brookshaw, mason; Nicholas Langford, 
carpenter. We note "Bennekerry Castle", 
occupied by William Ewers, with its hill: now 
called Pigeon Hill). Dineley mentions that the 
latter's sisters "bore the bell away this Anno 
1681", which intriguing incident may be 
explained as follows : 

To encourage the manufacture of linen in 
Co. Carlow homes, there was a yearly com
petition at which a sworn "jury of understand
ing men" adjudged the product-known as 
County Cloth-and the winner (and runners
up) received "so much" (Dineley doesn't 
specify the nature of the awards) but 
emphasises that the scheme encouraged the 
womenfolk of the County "to exceed each other 
in spinning, weaving, whitening, etc., for the 
triumph of the day which they are not a little 
proud of." He goes on to tell us that the Misses 
Ewers "bore away the bell" the year of his 
Irish visit, so apparently they were the Queens 
of the Linen or else were bringing the bell 
to Bennekerry or Staplestown to announce to 
the relevant prize-winning parish the glad 
tidings of success. 

And from the encouragement thus given, 
arose, no doubt, the high character and quality 
of fabrics manufactured in and outside Carlow 
town during this and the succeeding century, 



A page from Dineley's Journal Photostat by courtesy National · Library 
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of which damask or diaper table cloths were 
particularly notable. 

However to return to Staplestown ... I (as 
a lifelong angler) was proud to find Dineley 
so interested in the Burren, for which I thank 
the Rev. James Moor, local Minister, who told 
him that "rivers and inhabitants of watery 
elements were made for wise men to contem
plate and fools to pass by without considera
tion". (Naturally, Thomas D. preferred the 
company of peopfe · from the first named 
category; hence must have often sat on that 
river's banks, listening to the worthy minister's 
piscatorial lore). 

SCOTCH PEARL 

We learn too that the Burren "abounds with 
pike and a silver eel second to none in the 
Kingdom, and in it were to be found small 
stones clearer and harder than christall". Were 
these akin to the stones he refers to as having 
been discovered in the same river, at Bally
nunnery; "there are also found quantities of 
good pearle, not unlike Scotch Pearle . . . ."? 
(Perhaps I'd better drop the subject in case 
I start a Burren Pearl Rush! ! ) 

Carlow's ladies of the Bell are no more; 
their ashes mingle with those of its spinners, 
weavers and bleachers, but will not the vision 

Part of another page from Dineley's Journal 

of a Queen of the Plough, of the Dairy, of 
the Factory, cure nostalgic longings? If the 
Mill on Staplestown's Burren has gone, if we 
look in vain for the Crown Inn, for Gould, 
the farrier, Glasely, tailor and butcher, still; 
the distinctive features and character of the 
scene remain unchanged. Do not "wise men" 
today contemplate Staplestown's natural 
beauty; its pastoral activities and charms of 
picturesque variety? 

"Where once the signpost caught the pass
ing eye, 

Now lies the house where nut-brown 
draughts inspired, 

Where greybeard mirth and smiling toil 
retired, 

Where village statesmen talk'd with looks 
profound, 

And news much older than their ale went 
around." 

OR 
"No more the smith, his dusty brow shall 

clear, 
Relax his ponderous strength, and lean to 

hear." 

Yet, I'd love Telefis Eireann to give us a 
'Flash-back' of that review of Ormonde's at 
Cloghrennane. 

Photostat by courtesy National Library 
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Editor's Note: -In support of Mr. Cliften's 
interesting commentary on Dinely's Journal we 
have reporduced part of two pages from the 
original, showing two drawings of Carlow 
Castle. There are some interesting points about 
these. 

In the foreground of both sketches there 
are ranks of soldiers and horsemen, etc. ; in 
both cases these were cut-outs from other 
drawings and may not be Dinely's at all, but 
Dinely stuck them on in front of Carlow Castle 
to improve the effect! 

Secondly his impressions of Carlow Castle 
should not be taken too seriously as, like all 
early engravings, they are not reliable; in fact 
he may have used his imagination more than 
his eyesight, because the two drawings conflict 
in several particulars and the following points 
might be noted: -

THE FIRST DRAWING 

Dinely shows what appears to be the east 
wall modernised and rebuilt in cut stone and 
not in free stone as Dinely himself stated. It 
has eleven windows and three dormer windows 
in the roof above. It has a doorway on the 
ground floor beside the south east tower. But 
the door of Carlow Castle, was, and still is, 
on the first floor in the northern wall beside 
the northwest tower, and there is no evidence 
that the Castle ever had more than three 
storeys (not five as shown by Dinely). Neither 
in the remnants of the Castle still standing 
nor in any of the various drawings made in 
the 18th and 19th centuries is there anything 
to suggest that any of the walls were rebuilt 
or that they were composed of stone other 

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 

than that used by the Normans under Wm. 
Marshall. Even in the early 19th century we 
are told that two of the reasons why Dr. 
Middleton tried to make his "improvements" 
to the Castle were that the walls were too 
thick and there were few windows-only 
defensive loops which admitted inadequate light. 

THE SECOND DRAWING 

Dinely shows a Castle which does not appear 
to be rectangular but protrudes on one side 
(to the right). The length of the wall facing 
us is only about one third of its height. It 
has only one window and no door; it therefore 
cannot be the eastern wall, the northern wall, 
or the western wall. If the drawing is of 
Carlow Castle at all the wall is least unlike 
the southern wall, but if so the ridge of the 
roof is running east and west and not north 
and south as shown in Dinely's other drawing, 
-and it did in fact run north and south. 

The chimneys shown by Dinely are interest
ing and are said to be Elizabethan in date. 
There were at least some chimneys of this 
type, as they are shown .in later drawings. 
In 1834 there was only one left (20 years 
after half the Castle had fallen) and it was 
shown in a drawing in tpe Dublin Penny Journal 
for the 26th July with comments as follows: -

The chimney-like structure which tops the 
castle is tottering to its fall as it seems to 
stand pinnacled upon a single stone, some of 
those which formed its base on the tower hav
ing disappeared; but for what purpose it was 
intended I cannot tell; as there are no traces 
of fireplace or funnel it could not have been 
a chimney. W.V.H. 

The Editors would be interested to hear from anyone who has old photographs 
of Carlow and District, no matter how faded or uninteresting these may appear to 
be. Such photographs sometimes print surprisingly well and may be invaluable when 
used as illustrations for some article we are considering for the Journal. 

A WORD OF THANKS 
The Editors and the Committee of the Old Carlow Society wish to thank all who 

have contributed in any way to this issue of Carloviana,. They are particularly indebted 
to the support of our advertisers, without which it would not be possible to continue 

the publication of our Journal. 
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Volunteer Fire Brigade 
By JOHN ELLIS 

WE take the following items from an old 
Minute Book of the Volunteer Fire 

Brigade, kindly loaned by Mr. John Hayden. 
An inaugural meeting was held in the Town 

Hall on March 13th, 1906, to apparently form 
a Volunteer Fire Brigade, as it seemed the 
previous Brigade had ceased to exist. Present 
at the meeting were : Messrs. Michael Molloy, 
C.U.D.C. (presiding); Michael O'Reilly, U.D.C., 
Wm. Douglas, U.D.C., James O'Donnell, G. M. 
Harriss, Wm. Duggan, Jas., Bolger, Jnr., 
Gerald O'Reilly, J. J. Skinner, J. Lawler, H. 
Gale, L. Williams, Jas. Williams, A. E. Connor. 

The following were elected to form the 
new brigade. Hon. Supt., Mr. James O'Donnell; 
1st Officer, G. Marshall Harriss; second officer, 
Leonard Williams. Firemen: William Duggan, 
Edward Duggan, James Bolger, P. P. Carbery, 
Gerald O'Reilly, James Lawler, J. J. Skinner, 
Henry Gale, F. G. Thompson, James Williams, 
A. Connor. 

At a later meeting it was decided that in 
the event of the Brigade being called to deal 
with a fire in the county, five members should 
be selected to remain in the town in case of 
an outbreak inside the urban area. It was also 
decided to solicit subscriptions to buy equip
ment for the Brigade. A request was to be 
made to the Mental Hospital committee to 
permit the use of their fire escape and also 
to provide facilities for practice. 

Dr. O'Meara was to be asked to act as 
Hon. Surgeon to the Brigade and to give the 
members instruction in First Aid. At a further 
meeting the committeJ were informed by the 
Head Constable that the R.I.C. would give the 
Brigade all the help they could. It was decided 
that the fire alarm (the bell of St. Mary's 
Church) was not to be. rung without directions 
to Mrs. Pielow, caretaker, from the Head 
Constable, R.I.C., the Chairman of the Urban 
Council, or the Supt. of the Brigade, apparently 
to prevent false alarms being raised. 

HELMETS AND UNIFORMS 

At a meeting in June, 1906 it was decided 
to charge a Mr. Edge £3. 17. 6. brigade expenses 
for attending a fire at his residence, Rutland 
Lodge. The amount was made up of £2 far 
horse hire and £1. 17. 6. for 'wear and tear' 
of manual engine and hose. A proposal was 
made to purchase helmets and uniforms for 
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the Brigade. The uniforms were made locally 
at a cost of 28/6d, with 3/6d extra for special 
buttons with coat of arms. 

This was 4/6d. per tunic higher than a 
price quoted by a London firm. The local 
tender was accepted, the reason being given 
that 'the money would be left in the town 
and the work would be well done.' It had 
been decided that the cloth for tunics was to 
be of Irish manufacture but it was found that 
suitable material was not made in Ireland. Mr. 
Thompson suggested that special practices of 
the Brigade should be held in his premises
"where there would be no spectators.' ' 

At a meeting in October it was agreed to 
get a set of i6 buttons for the Superintendent's 
tunic and a pair of double brass epaulettes 
and a pair of single epaulettes for the first 
officer's tunic. The following additional firemen 
had joined: Messrs Byrne, Purser and Mangan 
for whom it was decided to procure helmets, 
belts, axes and cases. A suggestion to obtain 
"undress caps" for the firemen was considered 
and it was decided to get quotations for these. 
A vote of thanks was passed 'to the military 
and constabulary for help at a fire on 1st 
October (apparently the fire in Burrin St., 
when Boake's, Johnson's and Mill were destroy
ed). A large number of claims for assisting 
at the fire was received and were ordered to 
be checked by Brigade members and police and 
sent to the Urban Council for compensation. 

GOOD ADVERTISEMENT 

At a meeting held in January, 1907 it was 
ordered that the Insurance Companies be asked 
for a 'substantial amount' as compensation for 
services of the Brigade at fire at Boake's and 
Johnson's. It appeared the Brigade had a dinner 
about this time in Tynan's Hotel and that a 
balance of 14/3d was due "in respect of Press 
representatives". It was inquired if the Firemen 
would have to make up this deficit. The com
mittee agreed to take the amount out of 
Brigade funds as "the Press had given the 
dinner a good 'puff' in the local papers, which 
no doubt was a good advertisement. It would 
be hardly fair that the firemen pay the 
expense." 

At a meeting in October, 1909 there was 
a discussion concerning a letter from the 
Urban Council and notes in the local papers 



from a recent meeting of the Council relative 
to the Brigade, which were considered 'uncalled 
for' as the Brigade had not neglected their 
duties or equipment and always turned out 
very promptly to fires. 

At a further meeting it was decided to 
send a deputation to the Urban Council to 
discuss the provision of gymnasium equipment, 
motor fire engine, hose, escape, chemical 
extinguishers. 

REORGANISING MEETING 
What appears to have been a re-organising 

meeting of the Brigade was held in September 
1912. Mr. M. Governey, presiding; Mr. T. 
Murphy, U.D.C., treasurer, Supt. Carey acted 
as Secretary. Mr. A. Connor tendered his 

Standing: late Mr. Richard Rogers and Mr. 
John Hayden. 

Seated: late Mr. Patrick O'Toole. 

resignation as secretary. The resignation was 
accepted with regret, the committee placing on 
record their thanks for his past work and 
hoping for his help in the future. 

The following applied for membership of 
the Brigade: Messrs Edward Burke, Michael 
Byrne, Cornelius Coakley, Bernard Hennessy, 
Martin Hogan, John Hayden, James Keegan, 
Patrick Moran, Michael Mulhall, Patrick Parr, 

Francis Power, Richard Rogers, R. Rappelle, 
Thomas Scully, Charles Smart, James Sunder
land, John Sweeney, Richard Toole, H. Freeman, 
Constable Corr, Wm. Murphy, Peter DWYer, 
Jas. Byrne, Patk. O'Toole. 

At a further meeting the following officers 
were elected: Capt. Cary, Supt.; R. Rogers, 
1st Officer; J. Hayden, 2nd Officer; Patk. 
O'Toole, Sec. Firemen Sweeney and Hennessy 
members of Fire Brigade Committee. 

This newly-formed Brigade functioned up to 
the outbreak of the war in 1914, when several 
of the members joined the army and during 
the year 1915 members began to absent them
selves from practices and there was a lot of 
debate at committee meetings about reviving 
interest in the Brigade. 

RESIGNATION IN TOTO 

The last items in this minute book deal 
with two meetings· in March 1916. At the first 
Mr. M. Molloy, M.P., U.D.C. Chairman, presided 
and the members of the U.D.C. present were 
Messrs E. Shackleton, E. Duggan, T. Murphy, 
M. Governey, P. Breen, W. Purcell and F. 
Williams. Constables Corr, Brennan and 
Jackson attended with the 1st and 2nd officers, 
secretary and eleven firemen. The minutes 
state the business befote the meeting was "the 
resignation of the Brigade 'in toto' ". Mr. 
Governey said he regretted to hear this and 
asked for the reason for this step. Second 
officer Hayden said there were {our reasons: 
1st, unjust criticism by the public; 2nd, un
certainty of procuring horses for conveying 
fire engine outside the borough; 3rd, depletion 
in the ranks cf the Brigade; 4th, as the 
majority of the remaining members of the 
_brigade were employees of Governey's boot 
factory they considered it unfair to expect the 
sacrifice of time in the event of an outbreak 
of fire during working hours. 

Mr. Governey said he did not think the 
Brigade members were so thin-skinned as to 
mind the unfair criticism of people who were 
not prepared to do anything to help. With regard 
to attendance of his employees at fires, when 
he had no objection to their abstention from 
work, it might surely be passed by the Brigade 
as not being necessary to question. Mr. Molloy 
said as the services of a fire-fighting Brigade 
were so necessary, he hoped they would re
consider their intention to resign. The other 
members also appealed to Brigade members not 
to resign. 

NEW RECRUITS 
Constable Brennan said he was surpriseq 

to hear of the resignations, but as far as. 
the attitude of the public to the Brigade, they 
had ample reason. He cited the case of a fire 
in Hollymount, when they had to turn to the 

Continued in page 39 
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The Carlow Rugby 
Club 

By HARRY FENNELL 

AS I watched the match in Tullamore, April 
1961, when Carlow beat Navan in the 

final of the Provincial Towns Cup, my thoughts 
strayed back over the years to the time that I 
first saw Carlow play in the old Rugby Grounds 
at Killeshin. I was then a very small boy. 
I seldom missed a match and I knew all the 
players by sight. The thought struck me, here 
is a club probably one of the oldest in the 
country, with a great playing record, its history 
would be well worth recording. 

The Carlow club is one of the oldest in 
Leinster. A meeting was held in the County 
Ch.i.b House (now St. Brigid's Hospital) in 
October, 1873 to form a Football Club. Colonel 
Horace Rochford, Clogrennane was elected as 
President. The colours were registered as Black 
and Amber. Archdeacon Jameson kindly loaned 
one of the Rectory fields at Killeshin for the 
use of the club. The club was known as the 
County Carlow Football Club; there is no 
mention of Rugby. 

The first mention of Carlow in the Leinster 
Branch records is in the minutes of. a meeting 
held on December 1st, 1899. The entry is as 
follows "Carlow Co. Football Club (Hon. Sec., 
P. Brody) was proposed by Wanderers, 
seconded by Lansdolt",Qle, and elected as a 
member of the Irish Rugby Football Union." 

They were not eligible to play in the Junior 
Cup previous to this. They were playing for 
a considerable number of years without being 
affiliated with the Rllgb)' Union. Up to this time 
the records of the clubs activities are scanty. 

The following was the team chosen for 
their first match - Dean, Freeman, Butler, 
Burton, Symes, Alexander, W. Jameson, E. 
Jameson, Jones, Yelverton, Malcomson, Thorp, 
O'Meara, FitzMaurice, Clery. It does not give 
tha names of the oposing club, it merely states 
"a Dublin club." The next mention of a 
match I could find was in 1885, County Carlow 
v. Trinity, Friday 9th January. Carlow won 
by two tries, one dropped goal, to a try 
which was hotly disputed. Carlow team -
Barrington, Yelverton, Brown, Jameson, Thorp, 
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Jacob, Fishbourne, Meredith, FitzMaurice, 
Haughton, Malcomson, Omera, Jameson, Jones. 

A HARD NUT 

In 1885 the following paragraph appears 
in the Carlow Sentinel: 
"Carlow Rugby Football Club. We are glad to 
hear that his young and successful club is going 
to take the fieid against a well known Dublin 
club, The Lansdowne. The match is fixed for 
Saturday, 14th, 1885 at the home ground 
Killeshin, and a very exciting game may be 
expected, if the Carlow team play up to the 
good form which they showed recently, we 
think the Dubliners will have a hard nut to 
crack." 

In 1886 they played Athy, two new names 
appear on the team, Bell and Conor. It states 
that Bell scored twice for Carlow but the tries 
were disallowed after a hot debate. It is a 
pity that much of the early history of the 
club is obscure, because the oldest records were 
destroyed by a fire in Lawlers, now the 
Munster and Leinster Bank. It is one of the 
few clubs that can be cal!ed a Football Club. 
It has this in common with Trinity and 
Wanderers, but for the sake of convenience 
goes under the name of Rugby Club. 

In the Carlow Sentinel, 1st December, 1896 
a notice of a fixture with Kingstown, and the 
following appears in the write up for this 
match. "A rugby player is a hardy robust 
tenacious fellow, strong in the back with 
muscles of iron and as dogged as a mule, who 
would sooner than leave go a ball which he held 
tightly under his arm will perform prodigies 
of valour; who to succeed in getting that 
ball over the line will bite the dust, have his 
flesh torn, his jaws broken, his ribs crushed, 
and will expire on a deathbed of agony, with 
a smile on his lips, if he can only learn before 
breathing his last that his side had won the 
game." It also states that the play at times 
was very rough. It stated in one write up 
that Oliver was cautioned for over robust play; 
this would probably be the late Mr. Jim 
Oliver. 
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In 1889 Carlow played Catholic University, 
Dublin. It is recorded that the "Swallow" Greene 
scored 2 tries; he got this nickname for his 
peculiar type of running. The team was: -K. 
Smyth, Yelverton, Bell, Jameson, Dobbs, Tynan, 
FitzMaurice, Magowan, Nicholson, Baily, 
O'Connor, Malcomson, Oliver, ·w. Jameson, 
Greene. 

FIRST CUP 

Carlow first won the Junior Cup in 1904. 
That time they had all the Dublin clubs in 
the competition. It is now of course confined 
to Provincial Clubs, and is termed the Provincial 
Towns Cup. Carlow has won this Cup oftener 
than any other club in Leinster (10 times), 
Dundalk (8 times), Skerries (6 times) Ennis
corthy (5 times). The Junior Cup was last 
played for in 1924-25 season. It was then put 
up as the Provincial Towns Cup in 1925-26. 

The 1904 winning team was drawn against 

Old St. Mary's in the first round. They beat 
Civil Service in the final. 

The winning years are as follows: 1904, 
1912, 1913, 1919, 1921, 1929, 1931, 1933, 
1957, 1961. 

DISTINGUISHED PLAYERS 

Some outstanding players have p!ayed for 
Carlow down the years. One in particular comes 
to my mind, J. Skinner, a Kerry man, well up 
to International standard, all the old members 
were agreed on this. He went back to Kerry , 
and switched over to Gaelic, and won three 
All-Ireland medals for his county. Another 
famous G.A.A. player in later years was Barney 
Hennessy. Barney was an outstanding forward. 
It was believed that had he been playing for 
a Dublin senior club he would have got an 
International Cap. He was picked for an Irish 
trial in 1914, but before it was played he had 
gone to France in the 1914-18 war. He was 

COUNTY CARLOW RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 
WINN ERB OF LEINBTER PRO VINCI AL TOWNS' CUP, 1929 

Back Row (left to right)-J. Oliver (V.P.), B. C. Blocock, F. R. McDonnell, J. G. O'Connar, 
R. Barrr, T. B. Donald, P. J. Oliver, E. E. C. Reeves, P. J. Ryan. 

Centre Row-P. Walsh, R. D. McD®nell, J. J. Oliver, (Captain), E. A. Button, W. Fenlon. 
Froot-J. N. T. McConkey, W. Fanning. 
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COUNTY CARLOW RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB WINNERS OF JUNIOR CUP, 191'2 

Back Row: C. H. Nichol,son, B. Hennessy, G. Leyburn, C. G. Shankey, E. Brohan, J. Oliver 
(Vice-President). 

Third Row: H. C. Rochford (Vice-President), T. Brennan, J. Greene, T. Lawlor, E. Bolger, 
B. K. Smyth (President). 

Second Row: G. Jackson, J. Freeman, Rev. E. Furlong (Captain), J. D. Feehan, P. C. Bergin. 
Front Row: J. F. Coursey, P. Lawlor. 

a great place kicker, very seldom failed to 
score, and is reputed to have scored from the 
longest kick ever taken in Lansdowne Road. 
Looking back over the years we find many 
members who have distinguished themselves; 
here are a few of them : Des. Early got an Irish 
trial and played for Leinster and Middlesex as 
a forward. Johnnie Melrose was tried for a 
Scottish Cap, Rexie McDonald and Paddy 
Hayden were well known G.A.A. stars in later 
years. Marcus Ruddle was a Leinster Inter
provincial. 

Paddy Governey. played a major role in every 
match. His consistency was one of his out
standing features. Ray McDonnell who played 
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senior for London Irish an adept at dropping 
goals from as far out as 40 yards. Jim Oliver 
the captain of the 1929 team with Bill Fenelon 
and Robin Mcconkey kept Carlow in the lime
light for many years. Another outstanding 
player was Jack Julian, he played for many 
years and figures on several cup teams. Paddy 
Ryan was a great asset for a number of years 
both as player and Hon. Sec., and I am glad 
to say is now President. 

In 1929 Carlow did not lose a single game 
and beat Athy by 9 points to nil in the final 
of the Cup. This was the beginning of the 
Club's golden era. They won the Cup in 1931 
and again in 1933. 
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News Round-Up 
by Mary Smyth 

PE chief function of a society such as the 
Old Carlow Society is to delve into the by

ways of the past and to find and record for 
future generations the stories of local people, 
places and events which figure only in footnotes 
on the pages of national history. But history in 
one form or another is being made every day. 
So if we be true chroniclers· we must some
where set down for remembrence all those 
large and small events which make our civic 
history. This is our gesture to posterity and 
one can only hope that some problematical 
student of a future age will feel grateful for 
this glimpse of Carlow 1962. 

It can, I think be said that our rallying
cry this year was a headline which the 
Nationalist displayed (in a particular context) 
exactly one year ago: CARLOW DECIDES TO 
GO AHEAD. Because things harve gone ahead 
-new industries, new streets, new houses, new 
schools, and even the vision of a swimming 
pool beginning at last to take a more definite 
form. 

Looming largest of all, though still in the 
planning stage is the Technical College which 
it is hoped will open in 1965 and will put 
Carlow in the forefront of provincial towns, 
supplying specialised courses at present taken 
in Dublin colleges. This is good news for 
students and industrialists alike. The proposed 
college will stand on the site of the Old Union 
on Kilkenny Road and will have amongst other 
amenities an assembly hall, a library and 
several science laboratories. 

The old Academy in College St., will soon 
be superseded too by a fine new building going 
up beside the Bishop Foley Memorial Schools. 
In matters educational it can now be said 
that Carlow boys and girls never had it so 
good. 

We have been enduring trench digging in 
Dublin St., and Burrin St., for many weeks 
as P. & T. workers lay telephone cables to 
connect us to the new Post Office (still on the 
drawing boards). It is all worthwhile if in 
some distant future we are spared the trudge 
with our Christmas parcels to a distant 
auxiliary office. 

Once again we were not at the top of the 
Tidy Towns Competition but we increased our 
marks. While in our present transition stage 
we must expect to be down the list, but when 
our plans are complete Glenties must look to 

its laurels. With the promised demolition of 
our ugly ruins, and the imaginative genius of 
the Co. Engineer's office, Carlow can and will 
be a good-looking town. 

Sad to think though of the beauty and 
grace we throw away. Since May, alarm and 
despondency have been felt over the proposal 
of the Land Commission to sell and remove the 
splendid Georgian gateway at Browne's Hill. 
Several societies, and many public-spirited 
individuals are at present trying to have the 
decision rescinded. Success to their efforts! 

It is some solace to see the photos of 
Carlows interesting doorways taken by Ciaran 
Murray and reproduced in the Nationalist. It 
is something of a shock to realise that we 
ourselves lack the seeing eye, but these 
excellent pictures from the camera of a sensi
tive youngster are a corrective and perhaps a 
spur. 

Our society was honoured in November by 
a second visit from Sir Charles Petrie who 
spoke on "Ireland and Philip II of Spain'. 
The Spanish Ambassador, Senor Baraibar and 
his Councillor were also the guests of the 
Society. ' 

ANNUAL DINNER 

In January, after the annual Dinner we 
enjoyed Fr. Brophy's wonderful slides and his 
very enlightening commentary on his travels 
from Canada to Florida. From now on Cape 
Canaveral will be something more than an 
ominous name. 

We have not been short of theatre during 
the year. Last December the Little Theatre 
Group put on Tons of Money, and in May 
reached their highest peak with a flawless 
production of The Little Foxes. In May also 
came the Operatic Society's production of Lilac 
Time their first all-local show. John Brady's 
Schubert was outstanding and the entire cast 
excellent. Carlow is lucky in its profusion of 
talent and in the fact that these artistes are 
hard-working and dedicated. 

Did you know that 166 million tons of 
water fell on Co. Carlow in September? I am 
not at all sceptical of the estimate, but in 
spite of it the long long trail of lorries carry
ing grain to the millers seems a symbol of 
man's triumph over the elements. In August 
our streets and roads were strewn with peas 
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as the crop was conveyed to the cannery on 
the Oak Park Road. This is the latest addition 
to our industries. It is equipped to deal with 
a large variety of vegetables grown locally, and 
employs large numbers of girls. 

In Montgomery St., the £70,000 bacon factory 
of Messrs. Brennan is almost ready for pro
duction. So we are practically a self-supporting 
unit. 

NEW PREMISES 

Recreation has not been forgotten. Down 
on the Quay a metamorphosis has taken place. 
The old canal store is now the impeccable 
Club House of the Rowing Club, with social 
rooms, committee rooms, and dressing rooms 
with showers, in addition to its boathouse and 
terraced slipways. It is a proud headquarters 
for the members-and all their own work too. 

The new Pavilion at the Golf Club has risen 
from the ashes, a bigger and better nineteenth 
where the Scratch Cup winner, Joe Carr, 
was feted in October. 

Television made its impact on the town in 
January, with groups clustered around dealers 
windows in the biting wind. To judge by the 
aerials, citizens are now enjoying it in comfort. 
In December, Carlow County Council decided 
to equip all their hospitals with sets as soon 
as possible. 

It was stimulating to see in the entrance 
hall of the Vocational School in December a 
crib made entirely by the girls and wired by 
the boys. Perhaps the day of the craftsman 
is not quite ended.. · · · 

The General Election in October of '61 
brought much satisfaction to Carlow as it gave 

Headless effigy of Robert Hartpole, Con
stable of Carlow Casfle and Lard of the Manar 
of Bhrule and Monksgrange. 
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us the town's first sitting deputy in the person 
of Mr. Desmond Governey, one of a family 
which served Carlow loyally over the years. 

The Barrow banks were plentifully sprinkled 
with cross-channel fishermen and women during 
the Spring and Summer, and the Barrow brought 
us also a visit at Easter from Dr. O'Hanlon 
in his M.V. Hark, and Dr. Denham in The 
Jolly Swagman a converted barge. The vessels 
made an interesting picture moored below 
Carlow Castle.· These visitors are doing much 
to further the popularity of holidays on our 
inland waterways. 

An innovation here was the introduction 
of Go-Kart racing at Easter (strictly for the 
younger set, it may be mentioned). A very 
noisy and successful meeting was held at 
Castledermot, and a later venue was on the 
Tullow Road. One may be forgiven for preferr
ing the motor car in its later development. 

We are very glad to see that the Scouts 
have come to life again-we have missed them 
since the floods invaded their den in 1960. 
One of their members maintains that scouting 
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helps to curb youthful vandalism, and if this 
be true they deserve all our support. 

STONE EFFIGY 

In a wood in Portarlington lies an interest
ing stone effigy. It was originally the top of 
an altar-tomb in Carlow and after many 
vicissitudes was taken to the Hartpole home at 
Kilnacourt. It depicts Robert Hartpole, Con
stable of Carlow Castle and Lord of the Manor 
of Shrule who died at the age of 80 in the 
year 1594. Could this be a relic from the 
ancient burying ground which lay on the north 
side of Castle Hill just outside the bailey of 
the Castle? 

On 18th October 1936, .tlre Parish Priest of 
Portarlington was raised to the ancient 
bishopric of Kildare and Leighlin. Twentyfive 
years later, in 1961 the Silver Jubilee of His 
Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Keogh was celebrated 
with a Mass attended officially by many .mem
bers of public bodies and a concourse of towns
people. A sincere if belated wish comes to His 
Lordship from this journal-ad multos annos ! 

After 21 years, Right Rev. J. Phair, Bishop 
of Ossory, Ferns and Leighlin, retired in 
December and was succeeded in the episcopate 
by the Right Rev. H. R. McAdoo. We wish 
the former many happy days, and to the new 
Bishop, who hails from Cork, welcome to the 
south-east. 

Carlow was brilliant with colour and gay 
with music one Sunday in August. It was a 
day of celebration for the Irish National 
Foresters when their friends came in thousands 
for their all-Ireland Convention. With magni
ficently plumed and kilted pipe bands, they 
marched from the Station to Mass• at the 
Cathedral. Their striking · and picturesque 
costumes were caught in one girl's camera 
and shown to warmly appreciative viewers as 
far away as Bavaria! 

REUNION 

The magic of the school 'tie' was demon
~trated at St. Leo's on a bright sunny day 
m May when the past pupils held their first 
Reunion in its familiar and hospitable walls. 

r··················· 

OUR COVER PICTURE 

Unchanged and unchanging the welcome, even 
w11rmer now than when all the world was 
young. 

As is to be expected, the passing of a 
year has made some notable gaps among well 
known· faces. December brought news of the 
death of Precentor Nelson who had spent 40 
YEtars in our midst, a man of peace and honour. 
Older Carlovians experienced a sense of loss 
on hearing in February that the great character 
and sturdy individualist George Jackson had 
died aged 80. And again, in February came 
the severing of old ties and what seemed like 
the passing of an era with the death of P. C. 
Bergin, a legend in national idealism, in sport, 
and to those of us, who were young then, a 
legendary Savoyard. 

The New Artist Exhibition in the Town 
Hall in September was an innovation for us. 
It consisted of the work of six young artists, 
one of whom, John Behan, is living in Carlow. 
Though perhaps many of us by our limitations 
still regard moderns with a wild surmise, the 
show was well attended and appreciated. 

In contrast to the upsurge of youth it is 
melancholy to observe the passing of the older 
crafts and craftsmen. Gone from the familiar 
scene in Tullow St., is that expert in furniture 
John O'Brien. Rising costs and other factors 
have made unprofitable his lifework, the 
restoration of antiques. Gone too is one of 
the last thatched cottages in Carlow at 
Browne's Hill Road, the golden straw replaced 
by the useful but unlovely asbestos. Thatchers 
there are still, but they are hard to come by. 

Let me end these notes to the sound of 
pipers and the flare of torches. Breathes there 
a man with soul so dead who did not thrill to 
the news· in September that our hurling team 
by defeating London had placed tl_lemselves in 
the top flight of hurlers after years of patient 
trying. Their welcome home after the match 
was tumultuous, and well deserved. The goal 
now is the All-Ireland (senior)! 

Many aspects of service and progress in 
our town are unfortunately not covered in this 
brief survey, but their manifestations are 
everywhere. Carlow looks to the future with 
confidence and anticipation. 

The photograph on our cover was taken by Mr. Donal Godfrey a year or two ago and shows 
the ~ell-known Gateway to Browns Hill which has been very much in the news in recent months, as 
ment10ned on page 25. The trees have already disappeared and the fate of the Gateway is still 

undecided. 

I 
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CARLOW'S DOORWAYS 
by Seamus O' Rourke 

Reprinted by courtesy of " The Nationalist and Leinster Times " 

Every town and village in the country has 
items of historic and artistic interest which 
over the years tend to change or disappear. 
One example is the Georgian doorways of 
Carlow. Ciaran Murray has made a fine 
collection of pictures showing these doorways 
as they are at present. 

JAKE a boy. Put a camera in his hands. 
Let him out to use it as he will. What 

will be the result? It will depend on a lot of 
things: the time at his disposal: his imagina
tion: his interest in what he is doing. 

Many boys will go "snap" at anything they 
see. For some the interest will be in taking 

A doorway in Burrin Street 
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their friends, their families and themselves. 
Others will have a more scientific approach. 

These may, for example, set out to make 
a pictorial record of their home town, scenes 
on the local river, or perhaps along the rail
way line. 

For this kind of enthusiast a camera is the 
gateway to a new world. He will be out to 
achieve something worth while-a record in 
black and white (or colour) of things which 
interest him. 

The artist with the magic eye in this 
instance was seventeen years-old Ciaran 
Murray, of Dublin Street, Carlow. Ciaran is 
very modest about his three-album collection 
and does not consider many of his pictures to 

A doorway in Dublin Street 



Doorway in Pembroke 

be as successful as he woulli have liked. 
But let us take a look for ourselves, One 

of the more unusual of his photographic 
projects was to make a collection of the 
interesting doorways and gateways in the 
town of Carlow. 

All the shots in the series, and there are 
about seventy of them, were taken with his 
ordinary box-camera, in the space of three days. 
There are big doors, small doors, gay, drab, 
and some very down-at-heel doors. 

Georgian for the most part, each one has 
its individuality--it suggests something of the 
man who designed it, the man who built it, 
and the man who now lives behind it. 

Many of the doors are still in their original 
glory, nicely painted, with woodwork and 
surrounds well preserved. 

Doorway in Athy Street 

It comes as something of a revelation to 
realise that we hllve so many beautiful doors 
in the town. · · 

The well-kept ones are normally fronting 
private houses, whereas most of those 'with 
their underware showing' through disreputable 
overcoats are the (once imposing) entrances 
to our public buildings. 

Ciaran did not, of course, intend his pictures 
to be a social commentary. But they speak 
for themselves. 

For this seventeen-years-old Carlow boy, 
who has just finished his secondary education, 
the door idea was a challenge that fructified 
into a very satisfying task. 

What he has achieved with the simplest of 
cameras will be an inspiration to every other 
boy who sees his work. 

TWENTY-NINE 



1922 
First year of Self Government 

by Aidan Murray 

A miscellany compiled, from the files of "The 
Nationalist and Leinster Times" • 

JHE long struggle that had begun Easter 
Week, 1916 had ended. A Provisional 

Government of Republican leaders was in office: 
the Treaty had not yet been ratified by Dail 
Eireann. The hopes of centuries seemed on the 
verge of fulfilment. , 

The amazing paradox that emerges from 
The Nationalist columns is the fact that life 
went on almost as if our fate as a nation were 
not hanging by a thread. The human spirit 
refuses to bow to stretches of unbroken grief. 
The craving for normal social living survived 
the despair of civil war. 

One example from my own experience 
illustrates this truth which seldom emerges from 
the history books. The annual excursion for 
the Mass Servers and Choirboys was arranged 
for a day in August, 1922. We set out for 
Dublin and there, standing in the home-made 
charabancs of the day, we looked over the 
heads of the vast silent crowds at the 
funeral of President Arthur ·Griffith making its 
way to Glasnevin. General Collins was there, 
erect and boyish. Before the month was out, 
he too, was to be laid to rest. 
·' The Nationalist and Leinster Times," 

dated January 7, 1922: 
A meeting of Co. Carlow farm.ers was 

held in the Town Hall, Carlow. A resolution was 
adopted unanimously calling on Dail Eireann 
to ratify the Treaty, in the best interests of 
the country. 

The meeting called on their Dail represen
tatives; Mr. James Lennon, General Gearoid 
O'Sullivan, Mr. E. Aylward and Mr. L. T. 
Cosgrave to carry out the wishes of their con
stituents and vote for the Treaty. 

LETTER TO 'THE EDITOR 
Dear Sir, 

Dancing at the moment seems to be 
"all the go"· .. right. over the country. Almost 
everyone, young, old, and middle-aged, have 
gone, literally speaking, dancing mad; and to 
take an illuminating exam.pie, one need only 
scan the weekly provincial papers to see 
announcement after announcement of balls, 
dances, wax polished floors and city jazz bands; 
and in many parts we can dance from dark to 

dawn, every night of the week in a different 
centre, and need never leave the parish to do so. 

"Giana" 
January 14th: 
TREATY RATIFIED BY SMALL MAJORITY 

(ca,ption) 
January 28th: 

DEATH OF POPE BENEDICT XV 
(caption) 

February 11th: 
Cardinal Achille Ratti, Archbishop of Milan, 

64, was elected Pope on Monday last. 

The death is announced of the Duke of 
Leinster. He was born in 1887. He is succeeded 
by his youngest brother Lord Edward Fitz 
Gerald. In June, 1913 he married Miss May 
Etheridge, the actress. Both were then aged 21. 

THE EXODUS 
That section of the R.I.C., "popularly" 

known as the "Black and Tans" left Carlow 
on Monday evening. The departure was witnessed 
in idle curiosity. Some of tlie departees were 
in unusually good spirits, and cheered lustily 
as they took a last look at the Barracks. 

MILITARY LEAVING CARLOW 
BARRACKS TAKEN OVER 

Early in the week one hundred men of 
the Northumberland Fusiliers left Carlow, and 
during later days the remainder took their 
leave. 

Shorty after noon on Thursday the barracks 
were taken over, Brig. Commandant Stack 
having been previously handed over possession 
of the premises. Carlow Military Barracks, one 
of the oldest in Ireland, was taken over 
by the forces of the Irish Nation. A large 
Sinn Fein flag was hoisted over the central 
entrance. 

Perhaps one of the best comments 
on the incident was passed by· an old lady 
who tearfully exclaimed, in accents full of 
sincerity: "Thanks be to God". So say we all. 

THE LATE PADRAIG O'TOOLE. 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

Impressive scenes were witnessed in Carlow 
on Friday, 10th inst., on the first anniversary 
of the death of Mr. P. O'Toole, who died in 
Ballykinlar Camp after a few months interment 
on February 9th, 1921. A large congregation 



was present at Mass in the Cathedral, offered 
by Rev. J. Killian, C.C. After Mass a procession 
formed to St. Mary's Cemetery. 

The Rosary was recited in Irish by Mr. 
P. Kane, who delivered a short and touching 
oration, after which three volleys were fired. 

February 18th: 
DRESSMAKING OF MERIT 

First Prize: Prettiest Dress at Athy 
Lawn Tennis Club Fancy Dress Ball 
awarded to Miss Murielle Slocock, 
Hanover House, Carlow, who appeared 
in the character of "A French Actress." 
The dress was supplied by W. & G. 
Hadden, Ltd., Carlow, and was made 
in our workrooms. (Advt.) 

February 25th: 

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
A Dhuine Uasail, 

I wish, through your columns, to con
tradict a statement which has been given cir
culation to the effect that the flag of the Carlow 
Fianna is a Free State Flag. Any person who 
knows the history of the Fianna in Carlow 
will know that the flag was presented to the 
Carlow Company of the Fianna about eight 
years ago. Probably what gave rise to the 
rumour was the fact that the same pattern 
flag has been suggested as a flag for the 
Free State. 

The flag was preserved during the recent 
war by the men of the Carlow Fianna and 
the Fianna Pipe Band. A word here as regards 
the politics of the Fianna. The Fianna at 
present is and has been for some time a unit 
of the Republican Army, and as such cannot 
take sides in party politics. 

0 /C 1st Bn. Carlow Brigade 
March 4th: 

IRISH REPUBLICAN SOLDIERS 
1st BATT. CARLOW BRIGADE 

A meeting of the provisional committee of 
the LR. Soldiers and Political Prisoners Assn. 
was held in the Town Hall, Carlow, on Wednes
day last. Mr. P. MacGamhna, Chairman, pre
siding. Among those present were: Messrs. P. 
MacDermott, Treas., M. Behan, L. Quigley, J. J. 
Kinsella, Hon. Sec., and M. Ryan, Asst. Sec. 

March 11th: 
FIANNA DAY, FRIDAY, MARCH 17th 

An inspection of Section of Carlow Brigade, 
Fianna Eireann in Polo Field at 1.30 p.m. 
Concert in Town Hall at 8 p.m. 

Dance in Town Hall. Music by Mr. W. C. 
Withers Band, Dublin. Dancing at 11 p.m. 
Fianna Abu. (Advt.) 

March 17th: 
Monster meeting in support of the 

Treaty will be he)d in Carlow on St. 

Patrick's Day. Speakers will include: 
Messrs. W. Cosgrave, T.D., G. 
O'Sullivan, T.D., Kevin O'Higgins, T.D. 

(Advt.) 

TATLER 
The campaign of highway robbery and 

burglary is now stopped thanks to the activity 
of the I.R.A. and the I.R.P. in the various 
districts. The gangs were availing of the 
Truce and the lnter-regnum to carry on, but 
failed. 

April 8th: 
RUGBY.FOOTBALL 

Carlow and Kilkenny met in the Final of 
the Junior Cup at Lansdowne Road on Satur
day, when after a stirring game Carlow won 
by 6 points to 3. In the first half Carlow led 
by 3 points to nil, Melrose having kicked a 
penalty goal. In the second half Melrose kicked 
another penalty. Just before time, Kilkenny 
forwards dribbled over to score a try in the 
corner. 

Melrose and McConkey excelled in the 
backs; outstanding among the forwards were 
T. Lawler (Capt.), Anderson, Kelleher and 
Ryan. 

April 15th: 
CARLOW COUNTY COUNCIL 

Mr. Michael Governey said as they were 
the premier public body in the County, he 
thought an expression of opinioµ should go 
forth from the Council to the representatives 
of the Irish Nation to come together and settle 
the differences that now divided them. We will 
have peace when we get the people united. 

April 22nd: 
REPUBLICAN DEMONSTRATION IN NAAS 

STIRRING WELCOME TO 
MR. E. DE VALERA, T.D. 
THE TREATY DENOUNCED 

(Headlines) 

TREATY MEETING IN NAAS 
SPEECHES OF MESSRS COLLINS, 

O'HIGGINS, ETC. 
(Headlines) 

May 6th: 
Carlow Boat Club annual meeting. Elected: 

John J. Duggan, Capt.; E. Boake, vice-capt.; 
D. Fenlon, hon. sec.; M. Governey, Hon Treas. 
Committee: J. Lawlor, John J. Bolger, J. C. 
Williams, J. Oliver, Snr., M. Quillinan, P. T. 
Poole. 

May 20th: 

Rev. P. Donnelly, C.C., Carlow has been 
appointed first Chaplain to the 1.R.A. Forces 
at the Curragh, vacated by the British on 
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Tuesday last. Fr. Donnelly is to be congratu
lated on the honour conferred upon him. 

May 27th: 
EDITORIAL 

THE ARD-FHEIS 
SINN FEIN ORGANISATION INTACT 

Probably the most historic Ard-Fheis of 
Sinn Fein was held in the Round Room of 
the Mansion House, Dublin, on Tuesday, and 
the unanimity and enthusiasm were the chief 
features of the assembly. On Saturday a pact 
was concluded between Mr. de Valera and Mr. 
Collins, the terms of which appear elsewhere 
in these columns. 

OPERA WEEK 
Carlow Choral Society's production of 

"The Pirates of Penzance". Principals: Mr. G. 
MacDonald, Mr. J. Leonard, Mr. Joseph O'Neill, 
Mr. P. C. Bergin, Mrs. J. Jackson, Miss Mae 
Smith, Miss V. Johnson, Miss J. O'Donnell, 
Mrs. W. Mulhall. Conductor: Mr. John A. 
Craig. 

Jun.e 10th: 
We have great pleasure in announcing that 

Mr. John Ryan, Carlow, is to receive the 
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy from the 
University of Edinburgh. The research work 
was carried out when Dr. Ryan was a travelling 
student of the National University. Moreover, 
he will be the first candidate from Gt. Britain 
or Ireland to receive the degree in Economics 
from·· Edinburgh University, 

June 24th: 
DISTINCTION FOR KNOCKBEG COLLEGE 

Some time ago Dail Eireann offered as a 
prize a valuable gold cup for competition be
tween Secondary Schools and Colleges in which 
the Irish Language was most thoroughly known. 
Knockbeg College headed the list in Leinster
an honour of which they ought to be deservedly 
proud, and which reflects great credit on the 
teaching of the native language by the 
Professors. 

July 1st: 
WAR IN THE IRISH METROPOLIS 
CONTINUOUS BOMBARDMENT OF 

BUILDINGS 
FOUR COURTS SURROUNDED 

(Headlines) 
July 8th: 

CIVIL WAR IN IRELAND 
COMMUNICATIONS CUT OFF 

(Headlines) 

FEIS CEATHARLOCH 1922 
The County Carlow Feis was held in Muine 

Bheag on June 29th, and although marred by 
the tragic happenings in Dublin, was a success. 
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July 15th: 
CATHAL BRUGHA DEAD 

Mr. Cathal Brugha, T.D., who was wounded 
in O'Connell St., on Wednesday week died in 
the Mater Hospital on Friday in his 48th year. 

TATLER 

Leaving aside altogether the merits or de
merits of recent events, Cathal Brugha was the 
most sincere lover of National Freedom since 
the days of Tone. That his bitterest enemies 
walked after the hearse is sufficient testimony 
to his worth and character. 

July 22nd: 
The Duke of Leinster arrived in Dublin 

on Tuesday to proffer his services in a military 
capacity to the Irish Government. His Grace 
who has had a considerable military career 
said he felt called on to do his bit for the 
country. 

August 19th: 
PRESIDENT BURIED IN GLASNEVIN 

LARGEST FUNERAL PROCESSION OF THE 
GENERATION 

NATION AND ARMY IN MOURNING 
(Headlines) 

THE POPE'S SYMPATHY 
The following letter has been received by 

the Acting Head of the Irish Government. 
"The Holy Father has learned with deep 

sorrow of the death of 'Arthur Griffiths, 
President of Dail Eireann, and praying for the 
eternal repose of the soul of the deceased, he 
sends his sincere sympathy. · 

Cardinal Gasparri 

CARLOW'S NEW GOLF LINKS 
We are glad to see that the new Golfing 

Grounds of Oak Park is being well patronised 
by local players, and many new devotees have 
joined the ranks of Golf during the last few 
weeks. The new Pavilion, which is in course 
of erection, will be capable of accommodating 
a large number of visitors. The grounds are 
not only beautifully situated, but very con
venient to the town; and when the full course 
(18 holes) is completed, the links will rank 
equally with any in the country. 

August 26th: 
Editorial: MICHAEL COLLINS DEAD 

ANOTHER LEADER LOST 
The death of General Michael Collins has 

brought more grief to the sorely stricken nation. 
We can hardly find words to express our 
sorrow at the national loss 

HANDBALL 
COUNTY CARLOW JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 

On Sunday at the Racquet Court, Carlow, 
the J.H. Championship was decided when P. 



Hayden beat J. Murphy after one of the fiP.est 
exhibitions of the game ever witnessed in 
Carlow. Mr. P. Coyne acted as referee, and 
Mr. P. McEvoy as marker. 

September 2nd: 
Judge Mary O'Toole, the first woman judge 

in America, was born in Hacketstown, , Co. 
Carlow. She emigrated to the U.S.A. at the 
age of 16. 

September 30th: 
THE CIVIC GUARD 

About 50 members of the Civic Guard 
arrived in Carlow on Thursday, and took up 
quarters in the former R.I.C. Barracks. 

October 7th: 
CO. CARLOW SENIOR FOOTBALL FINAL 
GRAIGUECULLEN AGAIN THE VICTORS 

The Final of the Co. Carlow S.F.C. between 
Graiguecullen and Carlow O'Hanrahan's was 
played at Fenagh on Sunday last. Captains: 
Graigue, Barney Hennessy. Carlow P. Hayden. 
Score: Graigue 1-2, Carlow 3 points. Best for 
Graigue: B. Hennessy, W. Quigley, J. Price, 
M. Tobin, R. McDonnell. For Carlow: P. Coyne, 
P. Hayden, J. Rice, M. Lennon, J. Murphy. 

October 28th: 
SILVESTER IN CARLOW 

An advertisement elsewhere announces the 
coming of the popular Silvester Company to 
Carlow. There will be interpretations of such 
popular pantomimes as " The Babes in the 
Wood," "Robinson Crusoe," "Aladdin," etc. 
In the Picture House at 8.30 sharp nightly. 

December 9th: 
MR. TIM HEALY GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

HE CONDEMNS PARTITION 
AND WON'T TAKE A TITLE 

The first Governor General of the Irish 
Free State gave an interview on Tuesday at 
his residence at Chapelizod to several represen
tatives of the Irish, English, Continental and 
American Press. 

Asked if a distinctive title would go with 
the official position, he said: 'As long as the 
Lord permits, I wish to be known as Tim 
Healy". He was asked: "Will you be addressed 
as 'Your Excellency " ? The Governor General 
replied: "I can't prevent anybody being 
courteous". "What do you think of your new 
civic duties and obligations?" was the parting 
question, to which Mr. Healy replied, "I won't 
have to kiss babies." 

December 16th: 
Editorial: THE IRISH SITUATION 
No matter what the difference between 

politicians may be, irrespective of armed 
differences between the opposing forces in the 

country, it is the feeling that if the country 
must carry on, if the nation must live at all, 
those differences should be composed, and at 
once. We are living through a terrible period 
of turmoil, misery, and bloodshed, the effect 
of which must outlast the generation. 

THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
So far as can be ascertained, Mr. P. 

Gaffney, T.D. is the only member who has 
refused to take the oath. Mr. Gaffney, who 
constantly attended, was not present at the 
close of the Provisional Parliament, or at the 
opening of the Free State Parliament. but he 
had made his position very clear on many 
occasions in the late Dail, and said he would 
refuse to take such an oath. 

December 23rd: 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Portlaoighise, 
December 21st, 1922 

A Chara 
People are wondering why the name 

of Mr. Michael Governey was not among the 
Senators. Did Mr. Governey decline the honour? 
Not alone would Mr. Governey be an ornament 
to any Senate, but he would be a tower of 
strength to any assembly, the wide world over. 
We, his friends in Leix, are disappointed 
because, without doubt, he is one of the most 
intelligent and cultured men in Ireland, and 
one of the most popular. 

Mr. Governey might explain at some 
future time. 

Do Chara, Scrooge. 
December 30th : 
TAK/NG OVER OF CARLOW WORKHOUSE 

A copy of letter sent to Gen. Mulcahy and 
Mr. E. Blythe, Minister of Local Government, 
by Mr. P. Gaffney, T.D. 

Dublin, December 20th 
A Chara, 

The Guardians of Carlow Union have 
brought to my notice that the Free State 
Military Authorities have given them notice 
that the Carlow Workhouse is being taken over 
by their military authorities on Monday, Dec
ember 18th. As a former member of that body, 
and as one of the representatives of the county, 
I wish to protest strongly against such un
warranted action being taken, and that without 
any regard whatever as to the care of the 
sick, poor and infirm. 

Is mise, 
P. MacGamhna 

GOLF. MEN'S FOURSOME 
A men's foursome was played on the links, 

Oak Park, on St. Stephen's Day, and resulted 
in a win for Mr. P. Lawler, partnered by Mr. 
H. O'Donnell. Mr. W. Mulhall, partnered by 
Mr. Phibbs, were next best score. 

Continued in page 35 
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The 1962 Procession leaving College Street 

IRISH NATIONAL FORESTERS 
Continued from page 15 

the Demesne. In July, 1898, the branch were 
invited to send delegates to the laying of 
the foundation of a memorial to Wolfe Tone 
in Dublin on the 15th August of that year. 
The branch were unanimous in agreeing to 
officially attend the ceremony. The branch also 
attended in full regalia the unveiling of the 
memorial which stands in the Croppies' Grave, 
'98 Street, Graiguecullen, on the 24th July 
1898. Not one member was absent from this 
important function which speaks volumes for 
the work of the branch in Carlow. 

On July 17th, 1904, the branch attended 
the Father Murphy Memorial ceremony in 
Tullow. All members and a big following from 
Carlow were present. 

So much for the earlier years of the society 
in Carlow. Year after year passed on and the 
society was becoming more and more popular 
in Carlow. The year 1913 brought the election 
of the branch Surgeon, Dr. L. Doyle, who, 
in trying times was a great help to our 
members. When the branch was experiencing 
lean times he supplied medicines when scarcely 
any remuneration was paid to him. To him, 
Bro. P. Neavyn lately deceased; Mr. J. Ellis, 
Mr. J. Curren and Mr. G. Foley as Secretaries, 
and to the late Bro. William Purcell, the late 
Bro. John Neavyn, and Bro. P. Jones and Bro. 
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P. Purcell as Chief Rangers, the last named 
being the present holder of this important 
office, a great debt is due for their enthusiasm 
and unselfish labours for the branch. 

CONSCRIPTION 

In 1918 when England threatened to con
script the young men of Ireland, the branch 
was one of the first to defy the rule of England 
and assert our right to liberty. 

In February, 1920, the branch decided to 
organize Tullow, and sent delegates there who 
were successful in their endeavours. The 
successful delegates were the late Bros. Patrick 
Neavyn, Centaur St., and William Nolan, Green 
Lane. On October 3rd, 1920, it was decided, 
on the proposition of Bro. W. Purcell, seconded 
by Bro. P. Jones, that Lady Members be 
admitted. Mrs. Mary M. Whyte was initiated 
a Lady Member. 

In 1929, Carlow branch, as well as every 
other branch of the Society, had the unnerving 
experience of seeing all its laborious work 
falling around its feet. The society was bank
rupt and going into liquidation. A special 
convention was called for Easter Monday, 1929, 
to consider what action should be taken, to 
which Carlow sent two delegates. 

A special meeting called for the branch 
was attended by twenty members and a 



proposition to pay a special levy of 5 /- per 
member to restore the stability of the 
Executive Council was made by the late Bro. 
P. MacGamhna, seconded by Bro. T. Lennon. 

At a meeting held in May, 1931, the branch 
decided to carry on as a local benefit society. 
This decision was necessary, due to the un
fortunate liquidation of the society. The branch 
or club, however remained solidly in the ranks 
of the society, and in 1941 when the society 
was released by the liquidator, due to the 
untiring efforts of Mr. Wm. Norton, T.D., 
Carlow was one of the first branches to 
affiliate. From then onwards the branch has 
gone from success to success, and it now 
enjoys the distinction of being the biggest 
branch in the Twenty-Six Counties, and of 
having won the coveted award for the biggest 
increase in membership for two successive 
years. 

Space does not permit of mentioning names 
of individual members, but no matter how short 
it is, we cannot omit such names as the past 
secretaries, P. Neavyn, John Ellis, Bro. Everett 
first secretary; Mr. P. Hade; Bro. W. Nolan; 
Bro. W. Purcell, late Chief Ranger; Bro. 
Sparks, do.; Bro. P. Jones, do. and last but 

1922 MISCELLANY 

Continued from page 33 

TATLER 

We are a hopeful and buoyant people. 
Tuned almost to the sound of the rifle, machine
gun, and revolver, we have the greyhounds 
coursing the "pusseys", while racing-fields were 
never more popular. There were dances galore, 
and more than one local football match. I am 
glad to see that sections of the broad-minded 
Irish people understand that Golf is not only 
a democratic game, but really a Gaelic pastime. 

FOOTNOTE 

"Tatler" sums up neatly what these ex
cerpts set out to illustrate, the resilience of a 
people----"a hopeful and buoyant people"
duririg one of the most dramatic years in all 
Irish history. Life in Carlow is seen to be as 
varied, as lively, and as dynamic as it is 
to-day. In less than three years Most Rev. 
Dr. Foley was to cut the first sod for the 
Sugar Factory, and start the town on the cycle 
of industrial expansion still happily gaining 
momentum. 

Many of the people active in the social and 
sporting life of the town forty years ago are 
still with us to be reminded of their prowess 
and talents. The O'Hanrahan's went down to 

not least, the present Chief Ranger, Bro. P. 
Purcell, under whose careful management and 
enthusiasm, which knows no bounds, the Carlow 
branch has become the first in Ireland. 

The foregoing is taken from the Souvenir 
Programme published on the occasion of the 
previous All-Ireland Convention held in Carlow 
in 1945. Since then a lot of hard work has 
gone into the branch activities and now the 
local Foresters' Hall is a most convenient and 
comfortable social centre in the town. Its fine 
meeting room is availed of by many local 
societies, including the Old Carlow Society, for 
their meetings. The whole building has been 
renovated and :redecorated, and the greater 
part of the credit for this must go to the Chief 
Ranger, Mr. P. Purcell, and the very able 
branch secretary, Mr. Frank Hutton. 

This year Carlow was the venue for the 
Foresters' All-Ireland Convention and on 
Sunday, 5th August, thousands of Foresters 
came to the town, accompanied by many bands 
-the display of bands and banners was one 
of the greatest seen in Carlow for the past 
fifty years. 

By the way, Mr. P. Purcell was appointed 
High Chief Ranger for Southern Ireland at the 
Convention 

a local team as they did again this year, but 
forty years is a brave and proud span to look 
back on. The Rugby Club failed narrowly to 
repeat their success of 1922, but entering on 
their 90th year they, too, are showing no sign 
of senility. The Golf Pavilion, built in that 
year, is rising again from its ashes. 

Notes on some of the personalities men
tioned would be desirable, but considerations of 
space preclude them. Some are worthy of a 
paper on their activities. Liam Stack, for 
instance, who was "planted" in McAnally's 
Pharmacy under the name of "John Leahy", 
subsequently commandeered Duckett's Grove 
during the Truce, and took over Carlow Bar
racks from the British. He married Miss Sarah 
Reynolds, and was a Chief Superintendent in 
the Garda in later years. Michael Governey, 
that most eloquent of men; Padraig Mac
Gamhna, visionary and realist; P. C. Bergin, 
a man of myriad· talents and boundless inter
ests. 

If ever the "Nationalist" deserved its 
proud title it was in 1922. The mellow wisdom 
that has taken forty years to distil elsewhere 
is evident in every comment. All who had 
fought for freedom were named in pride. The 
cloak of Christian charity enveloped every plea 
and exhortation. The file for the year bears 
the imprint of a brilliant Editor: 1962 is his 
vindication. 
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DR. CAHILL 
Continued from page 9 

he addressed a British Cabinet Minister, and 
taxed him with British misdeeds in Ireland; 
his letter was copied into and commented on 
by home and foreign newspapers. 

wrongs of Ireland his principle theme. Never 
did an Irish patriot vindicate the cause of 
his country with greater force and eloquence. 
In respect of the little value set upon the 
life of the mere Irishman in the Penal days 
Dr. Cahill related the following story at a 
lecture in Liverpool in 1852 : Some soldiers 
went into an hotel. In some difference or horse
play they shot the waiter dead. The landlord 
deeply grieved, made a statement to the 
Colonel about the murder. This gentleman 
treated the matter quite coolly, jocously saying 
"Oh never· mind, put him in the bill. I will 
make it alright." So the waiter was put in the 
bi!l which ran as follows: Breakfast, 1/6; 
dinner, 2/6, shooting waiter £5. 

About 1847 or '48, Dr. Cahill was appointed 
President of Esker College, Athenry, which 
post he held until 1851. From then until his 
departure for America in 1859 Dr. Cahill lived 
in the diocese of Dublin except when he was 
away on lecture tours. Most of his letters were 
addressed from Ballyroan Cottage, Rathfarnham 
Co. Dublin. This would appear to have been 
his permanent address. Dr. Cahill gave sermons 
and lectures all over Ireland. 

Dr. Cahill came to Baltinglass to deliver 
an appeal in aid of funds for the beautiful 
new church erected during the pastorship of Fr. 
Lalor, 1831-1871 ( 40 years). The town was 
beautifully decorated for the occasion. In the 
evening Dr. Cahill was entertained to dinner, 
which was held in a large marquee in the 
Church grounds. After dinner Dr. Cahill again 
addressed the people. It is recorded that £700 
was collected. 

In June, 1854, Dr. Cahill on the invitation 
of the clergy and laity visited Carlow to preach 
and deliver a course of scientific lectures. On 
this occasion he was presented with an 
address of welcome on behalf of the priests 
and the people of Carlow of which Thomas 
O'Meara, M.D., was chairman and Rev. Daniel 
McCarthy, Adm. Hon. Sec. Dr. Cahill suitably 
replied. 

PREACHING AND LECTURING 

For a long time Dr. Cahill had contemp'.ated 
a visit to America, so in 1859 on the invita
tion of his countrymen, he crossed the Atlantic 
with the intention of delivering a series of 
lectures throughout the United States. Dr. Cahill next went to England where 

except for an occasional visit to Scotland he 
continued preaching and lecturing for four years 
from 1851-1855. His lectures in England 
were mainly of a political character, and the 

On arrival in America, Dr. Cahill was 
received with great acclamation and thousands 
were flocking around him to hear his wonder
ful lectures. In America Dr .. Cahill excelled 

Membership from page 42 
McDonnell, Mrs. R. A., Dublin St., 
Carlow; MacMahon, Miss, 17 
Willbrook Rd., Terenure, Rath
farnham, Dublin ; McDonald, Mrs. 
E. Boherduff, Bagenalstown ; Mc
Grath, Miss M., Asst. Matron, 
" St. Dympna's," Carlow ; Mc
Mahon, Miss Mgt., 6551 79th 
Place Middle Village, Long 
Island, N.Y. 

Noude, Miss R., Tullow St., 
Carlow; Nolan, Thomas, 'Molloy's' 
Tullow St,. Carlow. 

O'Rourke, Hugh, Clogrennane, 
Carlow ; O'Keeffe, Bernard, St. 
Killian's Crescent, Carlow ; 
O'Keeffe, Mrs. B., St. Killian's 
Cr"scent, Carlow ; O'Keeffe, Miss 
Eileen, St. Killian's Crescent, 
Carlow ; O'Leary, Rev. Sean, C.C., 
The Presbytery, Carlow ; O'Don
nell, Hugh, Dublin St., Carlow ; 
O'Dooley, Sean, "The Grange," 
Stradbally, Laois ; O'Hanlon, Mrs. 
J.. Hanover, Carlow ; O'Hanlon, 
Miss Mary, Hanover, Carlow; 
O'Neill, Thomas P., "Gavvill0

," 

Carlow ; Oliver, James J., Kil
kennv Rd., Carlow; Oliver, Mrs. 
J.. Kilkenny Rd., Carlow ; Oliver, 
Mi~s B., Dublin St., Carlow ; 
O'Neill, Denis, 2251 Sedgewick 
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Ave., Bronx, New York, U.S.A.; 
O'Neill, Miss D., G.P.O., Carlow ; 
O'Neill, Mrs. Thomas, Granby 
Terrace, Carlow; O'Neill, Miss 
Mary, Barrack St., Carlow; 
O'Neill. Miss Leonie, Barrack St., 
Carlow; O'Neill, Miss Lucy, Bar
rack St., Carlow ; O'Neill, Mrs. 
D., 2251 Sedgewick Ave., Bronx, 
New York ; O'Neill, Mrs. John, 
574 West 192nd St., New York; 
O'Brien, Thomas K., Emerald 
Lodge, Green Lane, Carlow ; 
O'Brien, Mrs. T. K., Emerald 
Lodge, Green Lane, Carlow ; 
O'Donovan, Miss, N.T., Barrow 
View, Graiguecullen; O'Grady, 
P. J., Rathmore House, Tullow ; 
O'Grady, Mrs. P. J., Rathmore 
House, Tullow. 

Peevers, John, Staplestown, 
Carlow ; Peevers, Mrs. J. Staples
town. Carlow ; Purcell, Mrs. T. 
J., St. Joseph's Rd., Carlow ; 
Phelan, Mrs. W.. Co. Hospital, 
Kilkenny ; Purcell, Gerard, St. 
Killian's Crescent ; Purcell, 
Patrick, Quinagh, Carlow ; Phelan, 
Thomas 38-14 Broadway Astoria, 
Long Island, N.Y. 

Reddy, James, Lr. Staplestown 
Rd., Carlow ; Ryan, James, Caooa

lug, Ballickmoyler; Reynolds, 
Kathleen, Miss, 7 Governey Park, 

G raiguecullen. 
Swayne, Very Rev. P., M.A., 

P.P., Kildare ; Sheehan, Miss K., 
N.T., Burrin St., Carlow ; Smith, 
Mr. T., Leinster Crescent, Carlow; 
Smith, Mrs. T., Leinster Crescent, 
Carlow; Smith. Miss Mary, Leinster 
Crescent, Carlow ; Smith, Michael, 
N e wt o w n', , Bagenalstown ; 
Sheehan, Mr. R., Metropolitan 
District Nursing Association, Mon
tague St., London, W.C.l., England; 
Savage, Mrs. Elizabeth, 25 Mil
ton .Park Rd., Weston-Super
Mare. England : Saywell, J. E. H., 
41 Wilton Crescent, London, 
S.W.1. 

Tracey, Miss Alice, "Stella 
Maris, Athy Rd., Carlow ; Tiernan, 
Peter J., Browneshill Rd., Carlow. 

Waldron, Austin, C.E.O., Voca
tional Schools, Carlow; Waldron, 
Mrs. A. Frederick Avenue, Car
low ; Wilkin, Mrs. G. A., Thurles, 
Co. Tipperary; Wall, Miss B., 
Barrack St., Carlow ; Whelan, 
Mrs. Leo, St. Killian's Crescent, 
Carlow; Woods, James, St. Kil
lian's Crescent, Carlow; Woods, 
Mrs. J., St. Killian's Crescent, 
Carlow; Wall, Michael, 170 West, 
109 St., New York. 25; White, 
Mrs. R., Eastwood House, Bagen
alstown. 



himself; he felt free of the restraints which 
the old world etiquette and English laws 
imposed on him. Dr. Cahill made his first 
appearance at the New York Academy of Music 
in the early part of the year 1860, his reception 
by over 8,000 of the citizens was a great 
tribute of respect to this great priest, Irish
man, scholar and orator. Among the distinguish
ed guests were the Most Rev. Archbishop 
Hughes, Bishops Longhran, Bayley and Timon 
and many more clergy from New York and 
Brooklyn. 

Archbishop Hughes of New York said that 
if his office permitted he would willingly travel 
the whole area of America to hear Dr. Cahill's 
lectures. 

GRAND OVATION 

Dr. Cahill's journey through the United 
States was one of grand ovation, honours and 
praise were showered on him from every side. 
He continued his lectures and sermons with 
only an occasional break, until the outbreak 
of the American Civil War. This event 
interrupted the continuity of Dr. Cahill's 
Lectures. 

One good effect from the lectures of Dr. 
Cahill was the removal from the minds of 
Americans of the prejudices which a false 
propaganda had created against the Irish 
people. He showed them as they were, not as 
they had been represented and the Americans 
began to realise that a false impression had 
been created about the Irish character. 

By now Dr. Cahill's health was beginning 
to give cause for anxiety and he wished to 
return to Ireland. His ill-health was an acute 
affection of the heart which caused him much 
suffering. Finally he entered Carney Hospital, 
South Boston. Here he was looked after with 
great care by the Sisters of Charity. He died 
on Friday 28th October, 1864, at the age of 
68 ye'.lrs. 

BODY EMBALMED 

Dr. Cahill's body was embalmed with the 
view of having it sent back to Ireland. After 
lying in state in SS. Peter and Paul's Church, 
South Boston, arrangements were made for a 
temporary interment in the vaults of Hollyhood 
Cemetery, which took place on the Tuesday 
after his death. When the news of Dr. Cahill's 
death reached Ireland a Solemn Requiem Office 
for the repose of his soul took place in Carlow 
Cathedral at which the Bishop, Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Walshe and a large number of clergy of the 
diocese and neighbourhood assisted, a few of 
whom were personal firends of the late Dr. 
Cahill. Never during Dr. Cahill's mission in 
America did he lose his love of home, and 
when at last his work was at an end, he 
closed with the constant request that he might 

be buried in Irish soil. 
The Dublin Catholic Cemeteries Committee 

with great liberality offered a grave free of 
all charge near the O'Connell circle. Unfortunat
ely a period of twenty years was to elapse 
before the mortal remains of the great Dr. 
Cahill were to be interred in Irish soil. 

In 1884 a meeting was held in the 
Mansion House, Dublin at which the Lord 
Mayor, William Meagher, M.P. presided, to 
present a requisition to Dr. Williams, Arch
bishop of Boston for leave to remove the 
remains of Dr. Cahill. The temporary vault 
where his body lay for 20 years was vested 
in the Archbishop of Boston. Dr. Williams 
replied "I am in favour and approve of it". 
The Archbishop of Dublin granted the necessary 
authorisation for the ceremonies to be cele
brated in connection with the re-interment of 
Dr. Cahill's remains in Glasnevin Cemetery. 
The Church of St. Paul's, Arran Quay was 
placed at the disposal of the committee by 
the P.P., Rev. Canon Brock. A letter was read 
from Samuel Haughton, Senior Lecturer's Office 
Trinity College, who wrote he felt it was his 
duty as a Carlow man to attend the meeting 
and say a few words. 

MARK OF ESTEEM 
The Mansion House Committee had at first 

intended that the remains of Dr. Cahill be 
brought direct from Boston to Dublin. The 
Irish in America would not allow the remains 
to leave, without showing some mark of esteem 
and admiration for the desceased patriot priest. 
On February 22nd, 1885, the remains of Dr. 
Cahill were taken from Hollyhood Cemetery, 
and brought to the Cathedral of Boston. At 
the Cathedral Archbishop Williams who cele
brated the Requiem Mass at the funeral of 
Dr. Cahill 21 years previous gave the final 
absolution. At midnight on Sunday 22nd 
February the remains of Dr. Cahill reached 
New York and were taken to St. Patrick's 
Cathedral where the Obsequies were celebrated 
at 10 o'clock the following morning, prior to 
the departure for Ireland. The coffin was 
borne with great respect to the pier and 
swung aboard the "Wyoming". The Lord 
Mayor of Dublin was notified of the departure 
of the ship from New York. Four of the Boston 
Committee travelled on the boat, one of whom 
was Rev. P. B. Murphy who as a boy lived 
near Carney Hospital and used to visit Dr. 
Cahill there twenty years before. A severe 
storm in the Atlantic delayed the "Wyoming' 
and upset the arrangements made by the 
reception committee at Cobb. Solemn obsequies 
were held in Cobb and Cork· and the funeral 
cortege started from Glanmire station on the 
last stage of its journey to Dublin and Glas
nevin. In Dublin final ceremonies were held 
in St. Paul's, Arran Quay. Near the 
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Catafalque hung a life size painting of Dr. 
Cahill by Russell. The eminent priest was 
represented wearing the clerical garb in which 
he used to appear when lecturing. The picture 
was presented to the Memorial Committee by 
Mr. Michael Crook, J.P., 10 Lower Ormond 
Quay, who was a close friend of Dr. Cahill. 

LAID TO REST 
On Monday, March 9th, 1885, with every 

honour the Irish people could bestow on him 
Dr. Daniel W. Cahill was laid to rest in the 
O'Connell Circle in Glasnevin Cemetery. Mr. 
Joseph Purcell, Aries, Dr. Cahill's first cousin 
and representatives from Carlow Town Com
missioners and The National League walked in 
the funeral procession. 

The "London Times" his great enemy while 
living, said of him "No light from any of 
the universities so clearly and satisfactorily 
revealed the mystery of the starry heavens, 
of chemistry, and the whole range of natural 
philosophy". 

The Rev. Daniel W. Cahill, D.D. was 
perhaps the greatest ornament to the Church 
that Ireland sent out from the Diocese of 
Kildare and Leighlin. Among the host of 
luminaries produced in Ireland none shone with 
more dazzling lustre than the illustrious doctor. 

MAIRE NIC SHIUBLAIGH 
Continued from page 11 

and take from them the ideal of being part 
of the national movement. 

AN ENGLISH TOUR 

As prior arrangements had been made by 
Miss Horniman for a short English tour, 
which had been much publicised in the areas 
to be covered, Maire, in response to appeals 
from Lady Gregory, remained with the company 
until the end of the year and went with 
them to England. 

The seceded members meanwhile formed 
another group and named it the Theatre of 
Ireland and by amicable arrangement staged 
their plays in the Abbey, rehearsing in a loft 
at the rear of a house in High Street which 
the Walkers possibly occupied at that time. 

This venture ran successfully for six years 
and closed down in 1912 due to so many of 
its members being engaged in volunteer and 
other national activities. 

Meanwhile the Abbey company was having 
a stormy passage due to the production of 
Synge's "Playboy of the Western World". 

In 1907 the youngest of the Walker sisters, 
Gipsy, made a memorable debut in "The Turn 
of the Road" making the fourth member of 
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He was hospitable, yet temperate even 
abstentious in his personal habits. His 
generosity knew no bounds. When he was asked 
by a New York friend how many years longer 
he was going to preach for charity, he answered 
"I am now on my second hundred thousand, 
when I reach half-a-million I will begin to 
talk for myself." 

In 1887 the Dr. Cahill Memorial Committee 
started plans for the erection of a suitable 
monument over his grave in Glasnevin cemetery. 

A subscription list was opened and a 
drawing of prizes was arranged. The first prize 
offered was the portrait of Dr. Cahill presented 
to the Committee by his great friend Mr. 
Crooke, J.P. The Memorial took the form of 
a very fine carved statue (on base) of the 
patriot priest, with his right arm raised as if 
emphasising his words to his listeners. 

Over a century has passed since Dr. Cahill 
gave to the people of Ireland his famous 
lectures and letters which were sold in 
pamphlet form outside all the churches and 
chapels in the country after Mass on Sundays. 

([ am indebted to Mrs. Kathleen Bergin, 
"Mwybrook", Athy, last living link with Dr. 
Cahill in the Purcell-Cahill line, for Cahill 
family history, photos, etc.) 

the family to take up a stage career. Frank, 
like Maire, used the Gaelicised form 
'Suiblaigh', Gipsy as Betty King and Eileen, 
the second youngest, faced the footlights as 
Eileen O'Doherty. Both these girls had success
ful careers as character actresses. 

MAIRE SIGNS HER FIRST CONTRACT 

In 1910 Lady Gregory approached Maire 
to rejoin the Abbey group and as she said, 
Yeats · had purchased Miss Horniman's 
interest in the theatre, the invitation was 
accepted. Though Maire had been ten years 
on the stage and her reputation as a first 
class artiste was well established, She had not 
hitherto signed a contract nor had she ever 
earned a shilling by her stage work. At this 
juncture she signed a contract for the 
"princely" sum of 15 /- per week! 

In 1911 she did another successful tour 
of two months with the company in England 
and later went on the first Abbey tour to the 
United States. There they had for the most 
part enthusiastic audiences though in a few 
centres they met with organised hostility 
owing to the inclusion of Synge's "Playboy of 
the Western World" on their programme. 

On her return to Dublin, Maire made a 
few more appearances on the Abbey stage and 
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she assisted Padraic Pearse's productions at 
his school, St. Enda's, and also helped with 
many amateur efforts in the city. 

Willie Pearse and his sister had organised 
the Leinster Stage Society and both Maire and 
Gipsy appeared in Dublin and Cork with this 
group. 

EASTER 1916 

At this stage National affairs were rapidly 
approaching a crisis and with the founding of 
Cumann na mBan, Maire's political work 
intensified and from the end of 1913, like 
so many of her compeers, she wholeheartedly 
engaged in preparation for the page in Irish 
history which opened with the proclamation 
of the Provisional Government of the Irish 
Republic on Easter Monday, 1916. 

Living in Glasthule at the time, Maire 
cycled into the city that morning unaware of 
what was happening, and finding herself in 
company with some other members of Cumann 
na mBan, in the vicinity of Jacob's biscuit 
factory, they made their way inside where they 
remained until the surrender, cooking meals for, 
and rendering first aid to, the Garrison installed 
there under -the command of Thomas 
McDonagh, whose staff included Michael 
O'Hanrahan, who, like Maire, was closely con
nected with Carlow. 

Maire's career as an actress covered a span 
of fourteen years and during that time she 
came into contact with most of the notabilities 
on and off stage connected with the theatre 
and the National movement, and her memoirs 
of the period 1902-16 have been well named 
"The Splendid Years." 

MAUD GONNE 

In the former year she made her stage 
debut in "Deirdre" produced for the first time, 
as was the second play on the programme 
that night "Kathleen ni Houlihan" written 
specially for Maud Gonne who played the name 
part. Her one and only appearance on a stage. 
Maire played the part of Delia Cahill and what 
a foil the young girls "strange, wan, disquieting 

VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE 
Continued from page 21 

military barracks to provide horses and driver 
to carry the engine to the fire ; they had to 
pump water from a boghole a long way from 
the outbreak, not only would the onlookers 
not render assistance at the pump but they 
cut and disconnected the hose. After further 
discussion the resignations were withdrawn and 
it was decided to recruit new members. 

beauty" must have made for the older woman 
with her rich golden hair and burning eyes 
set in a pale, sensitive face. Maud Gonne was 
reputedly the most beautiful woman in Ireland 
and, it has been claimed, the inspiration of 
the whole revolutionary movement. It can well 
be credited, as many can remember her, stately 
even in extreme old age, moving with dignity 
through the Dublin streets. Maire, as mentioned 
previously, played the same part in later pro
ductions and always modelled her interpreta
tion on Maud Gonne's creation of it. 

It is a matter for congratulation that six 
portraits, which hung in the vestibule of the 
Abbey, were saved from the conflagration which 
razed it to the ground. These portrayed Maire 
Nie Suiblaigh, Lady Gregory, Miss Horniman, 
and the brothers Frank and Willie Fay, painted 
by J. B. Yeats. Another of Sara Allgood was 
the work of Sara Purser. 

We may assume that these will have an 
honoured place in the new Abbey Theatre in 
due course. 

It is on record that Maire came twice to 
Carlow and appeared on the Town Hall 
stage. The first occasion was for the production 
of an opera given by the boys of St. Mary's 
College, Knockbeg, and her second appearance 
was at a Gaelic League concert on St. Patrick's 
night, 1921. She was accompanied by her 
sister, Gipsy. Mr. Sean T. O'Kelly addressed 
the audience and the two Walker girls con
tributed to the programme. 

Gipsy, and her sister Daisy, the eldest girl, 
who are now the sole survivors of their talented 
family have a vivid recollection of the 
enthusiastic reception given to the visitors. 

Maire's earthly pilgrimage ended on 9th 
September, 1959, and she was buried in 
Glasnevin. She had married in the 1920's, 
Major General Price of the National Army. 

She and the others of the theatrical world 
of those days deserve to be remembered. Many 
famous names were amongst them and if this 
inadequate sketch revives some memories of 
those "splendid years" it will have served its 
purpose. 

At the second meeting it was stated that 
the following new membe!'s of the Brigade were 
elected: Messrs Robert Kelly, James Byrne, 
John Kelly, William O'Neill, Harry Hogan, 
Percy Murphy, John Ellis, John Hennessy and 
Michael Mulhall. 

The volunteer brigade with the addition of 
new members recruited from time to time con
tinued to function up to the passing of the 
Fire Brigade Act which set up the present 
fire fighting units. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT OF THE 

PAST YEAR 
ANOTHER very full and successful year has 

passed for the Old Carlow Society. Member
ship is now over 130; and more members are 
welcome. A large membership is proof of a 
healthy active society. The Old Carlow Society 
endeavours to bring variety into its aims and 
activities. 

There is a full attendance at indoor meetings 
and members contribute valuable information 
on papers which are read during the winter 
session. The society's journal Carlooiana 
continues to forge ahead. Future generations 
of Carlovians should be grateful to the Old 
Carlow Society for putting on record some of 
the local history which would otherwise be 
lost. 

ANNUAL DINNER AND SOCIAL 

The society's annual dinner and social was 
held in the Function Hall, Royal Hotel on 
Thursday, January 25th, 1962. Rev. P. J. 
Brophy (chairman) gave a talk illustrated with 
colour slides on his visit to Canada, Florida 
and Cape Canaveral. These talks are the high
lights of the society's annual social. 

PAPERS 

In February, Rev. P. Swayne, P.P., came 
from Kildare to give a talk on "Cardinal 
Cullen's Carlow Connections". The Rev. speaker 
received an enthusiastic welcome from all the 
members. 

Two papers were read at the March meeting. 
Miss T. Kelly read a paper on Rev. Daniel W. 
Cahill D.D. (1796-1864) noted preacher and 
lecturer; and Miss Alice Tracey read a short 
paper on Maire Nie Shiublaigh (Maura Walker). 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The annual general meeting of the society 
was held on May 3rd. Rev. P. J. Brophy, 
chairman, presided and there was a large attend
ance of members. The various officers gave 
a full report of the activities of the society. 
Rev. P. J. Brophy paid tribute to the officers 
for their work for the society. Fr. Brophy 
was unanimously re-elected chairman. 

SUMMER OUTINGS 

The society held its annual outing to Dublin 
on Sunday, June 3rd. The members visited the 
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Municipal gallery of Art, Trinity Church, 
Dublin Castle; Kilmainham Jail and the Botanic 
Gardens. Mr. M. Tutty, joint hon. secretary 
of the Old Dublin Society welcomed the 
members and acted as guide. 

In glorious weather an afternoon outing 
was held on the last Sunday in July. Mr. M. 
Delaney (Swan) brought the members on a 
conducted tour of Abbeyleix district. The party 
visited Poor Man's Bridge, Field of Stakes 
O'Moore's Castle and Shanahoe Chapel. Thi~ 
outing ended with a picnic tea. The members 
are indebted to Mr. Delaney for making all 
arrangements for this outing. On Sunday 2nd 
September a party of 50 members visited the 
Patrician College, Ballyfin. They were received 
by Br. Gabrial Muldowney who conducted them 
on a tour of this magnificent mansion and gave 
a short outline of its history. These summer 
outings are well supported and enjoyed by the 
members. 

WINTER SESSION (1962-63) 

The society opened its winter session on 
Thurnday, September 27th when Miss A. Tracey 
read a paper on Michael O'Hanrahan, 1916 
leader. There . was an interesting and lively 
discussion on the paper afterwards. 

In October, Mr. H. Fennell will read his 
paper on "The History of Rugby Football in 
Co. Carlow." Due to circumstances outside the 
society's control, Mr. Fennell's paper has had 
to be postponed three times. 

The society has decided to hold its annual 
dinner and social in November. Fr. Brophy 
( chairman) will give a talk, illustrated with 
slides on his visit to Austria. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Early in January, 1963, on the invitation 
of the Old Carlow Society, Most Rev. G. 0. 
Simms, Archbishop of Dublin will give a lecture 
illustrated with slides, on "The Book of Kells", 
in the Function Hal!, Royal Hotel. This lecture 
will be open to the public. 

Mr. John Ellis and Mr. Brendan Kealy have 
agreed to contribute papers during 1963. 

From the foregoing items it will be seen 
that the Old Carlow Society has a full 
programme ahead. 



I 
I 
i 
I 

EDUCATION LONG AGO 
Cootinued from Page 13 

SOUND BASIS OF EDUCATION 

Besides the Headmaster the only other 
teacher was his brother, Jim Fenelon. I doubt 
if there was another school in the whole of 
Ireland similar to Graigue. It may have lacked 
architectural charm, anything in the nature 
of "aids", apparata or frills but there was no 
question about it you got a sound basis of 
education there-even if the process was some
what painful. What you did not readily absorb 
was hammered into the young cranium with the 
cane. In those days any teacher would feel 
almost naked unless he (or she) held a nice 
new cane in the right hand. Alas it was ex
pensive for the teacher, one rarely lasted more 
than a week and then he had to trot off 
and buy a new one, one penny each. 

In spite of all I have just said you got 
a good sound education and the essential found
ation work for all subsequent knowledge. 
Both the Fenelons were outstanding teachers, 
teaching was in their blood for the Girls 
School alongside was ruled by a sister, the 
famous Lizanne Fenelon (I am not sure that 
I have the right spelling for the lady's 
christian name), and she never spared the 
cane. It was many years later that I fully 
appreciated all that I owe to these two great 
men, Dan and Jim. Carlow will never be able 
to repay the debt it owes to them. Alas like 
most of my contemporaries they have long since 
departed this life. R.I.P. By the time one 
graduated from Graigue, usually about twelve 
years of age, you had received a good ground
ing in English, Geography, Mathematics, Alge
bra, Euclid, Music, the Bible and even in 
Agriculture. 

All the various examinations that I sat 
for in after life came quite easy to me with 
this splendid background, even if we did pro
nounce the letter "A" as "AH". Furthermore 
I have never yet been caught out in the Bible 
even by those good souls here in England who 
accuse us Holy Romans of neglecting the "Good 
Book". As a small boy I naturally took no 
interest in how the school was managed, who 
paid the teachers, and who paid for upkeep 
and maintenance. It was very interesting to 
learn years later that the school was rightly 
called Graigue National School, it belonged to 
the Government i.e. it was John Bull's pro
perty and the rum thing about it all was that 
no religion could be taught (except the Bible) 
during school hours. 

Any student of Irish History will not be 

surprised at this obtuse attitude by the British 
Government, they had always blundered where 
Ireland was concerned. When you remember 
that everyone in that school was a Catholic, 
as well as the vast majority of the inhabitants, 
it is almost unbelievable that we were barred 
the teaching of our religion. Even the good holy 
nuns at St. Joseph's had to encase their stat
ues in a sort of cupboard with folding doors 
that had to be kept closed during school work. 
But let no one think that this stupid ruling 
prevented us getting religious teaching ; we in 
Graigue school had an arrangement whereby 
the Parish Priest-that most lovable man Fr. 
Dan. Byrne-came along every Thursday after
noon when the school closed at 3 p.m. and gave 
us an hour's instruction. So we were not 
starved spiritually. 

The day came when I had passed out of 
the 6th standard and Graigue had no more 
to offer me. I was then moved to the Academy 
run by the Christian Brothers as an annex 
to their main school. Here we concentrated 
on learning languages, Latin, French and even 
Greek. I well remember one fond old mother 
boasting to a friend that "Tom is now larn'n 
Greek and Gratin". We were also initiated in
to the mysteries of Science (who said we were 
backward in Carlow?) at least the elementary 
part of it. We had not split the atom at 
that time. 

HOLY TERROR 

My teacher was a Brother Gilsenan who 
was a holy terror with the leather; these good 
Brothers were too superior to use a vulgar 
cane. I remember once in the Science room 
some glass flasks over bunsen burners ex
ploding with a terrific bang and the Rev. 
Brother walloping the unfortunate chaps whose 
flask exploded. At that time I could not un
derstand the connection between explosion and 
punishment. I was very young, but now having 
survived several wars and aerial bombing I 
know that explosion and punishment are 
closely related. I only stayed at the Academy 
about two years, it certainly helped to round 
off any rough edges I had when I left Graigue. 

Now in my old age I can look back with 
nostalgia to those far off strenuous days of my 
early education, the dread of the cane (and 
the leather), the strict discipline and all the 
scraps we engaged in on the way home. As 
a wise man once said "education is a con
tinuous process from the cradle to the grave", 
and I am still learning and discovering that 
there are many things in life more painful 
than the cane. 
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P.O. Kabarnet, via Nakuru, Kenya. 

Cannon, Mrs. K., 78-82 Caldwell 
Ave., Middle Village Long Island, 
N.Y., U.S.A.; Colgan, Miss M., 
" Greenville," Athy Rd., Carlow ; 
Conroy, Miss M., Castle St., 
Carlow ; Corcoran, Eustace, J.K.L 
A venue, Carlow ; Corcoran, Mrs. 
E. J.K.L. Avenue, Carlow; Corr, 
Rev. Joseph, S.J., " St. Wilfrids," 
Preston, Lanc!'s, England ; Corr, 
Aid. Michael .J., 426 Lewisham High 
St., London, S.E. 13 ; Corr, .James 
.J., 9 Bay Ridge, Parkway, Brook
lyn, New York, U.S.A.: Co~lins, 
Mrs., "Greengates," NPwbr1dge, 
Co. Kildare ; Cogan, Miss, 63 
Burrin St., Carlow ; Clifton, Hugh, 
3 Augustine Villas, Meath Rd., 
Bray,· Co. Wicklow; Chemeler, 
Edward, Larkfield, Carlow..; 
Chemelar, Mrs. E., Larkfi~ld, 
Carlow ; Canavan, Mrs. ,J.. St. 
Joseph's Rd., Carlow; Clancy, 
Miss, Royal Hotel, Carlow ; 

FORTY-TWO 

Ithaca, New York, U.S.A.; Con· 
nolly, Mrs. T. A., Ballyfoyle, 
Mageney, Leix. 

Doyle, Miss Maureen, Railway 
Road, Carlow ; Doyle, Miss Dillie, 
Railway Road, Carlow ; Doyle, 
Mrs. Leigh, Dublin St., Carlow ; 
Doyle, James J., " Nationalist and 
Leinster Times," Carlow ; Doyle, 
Miss D., Pembroke, Carlow ; 
Doyle, Miss M., Matron, St. 
Dymphna's, Carlow; Dooley, Ml.., 
St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow ; 
Delaney Ml., The Swan, Athy, Co. 
Kildare ; Dehney, Mrs. Ml., The 
Swan, Athy, Co. Kildare ; Duggan, 
Wm. L., College St., Carlow ; 
Duggan, Mrs. W. L., College St., 
Carlow ; Darcy, Mrs. Ml., Castle 
Hill, Carlow; Dillon, Mrs. John, 
St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow ; 
Dillon, Miss Phyllie, St. Killian's 
Crescent, Carlow ; Dalton, Mrs. 
F., St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow ; 
Dowling, John, Linkardstown, 
Carlow. 

Ellis, John, Burrin St., Carlow; 
Eustace, E. A. R.. Newstown, 
Tullow, Carlow; Egan, Miss, 
G.P.O., Carlow. 

Fennell, Harry, Everton, Carlow; 
Fennell, Mrs. H., Everton, Carlow; 
Fenlon, William J.. Montgomery 
St.; Fenlon, Mrs. W. J., Mont
gomery St., Carlow ; Fenlon, 
Thomas, Montgomery St., Carlow ; 
Fitzroy, Miss Alice, Montgomery 
St., Carlow ; Fitzmaurice, Major 
A.. Laurel Lodge, Carlow : Friedl, 
Miss Trudy, "St. Gertruds," Car
low : Furr, H., 54 Humphery St., 
Bootle, Lane's, England: Finnegan, 
Mrs. A., Tullow St., Carlow ; Foley, 
James P., 2 Plantation St., Gorton, 
Manchester, England. 

Governey, Francis, Barrowville, 
Carlow; Governey, Mrs. Madeline, 
Barrowville, Carlow ; Gaffney, 
Capt. W., Killeshin; Gaffney, 
Mrs. W., Killeshin; Giddy, Eric, 
Athy Road, Carlow ; Giddy, Mrs. 
E., Athy Road, Carlow. 

Hadden, W. II., Court View, 
Carlow ; Hadden, Mrs. W. H., 
Court View, Carlow ; Hadden, W. 
V., " Four Winds," Carlow ; 
Hadden, Mrs. W. V., " Four 
Winds," Carlow ; Hanlon, Mrs. J., 
College St., Carlow ; Hutton, 
Frank, Staplestown Rd., Carlow ; 
Hughes, Patrick, College St., 
Carlow ; Healy, Richard, College 
St., Carlow; Hosey, Joseph, 
Governey Sq., Carlow ; Harkins, 
Charles, 457 El38 St., New York, 
54, U.S.A.; Halpin, John, Mul
lawn, Tullow; Halpin, Mrs. J., 
Mullawn, Tullow ; Hartnett, 
Joseph, Dublin St., Carlow ; 
Hartnett, Mrs. J., Dublin St., 
Carlow ; Hartnett, Miss Esme, 
Dublin St., Carlow. 

Kelly, Miss M. T., "The 
Stream," Carlow ; Kelly, William, 
26 St. Patrick's Avenue, Carlow; 
Kelly, Mrs. Michael, Burrin St., 
Carlow; Kelly, Thomas, 31 
Avenue 1, Farningdale, Long 
Island, New York; Kealy, Thomas, 
Maryborough St., Graiguecullen, 
Carlow ; Kealy, Brendan, Mary
borough St., Gariguecullen. Car
low ; Kilkenny Archaeological 
Society. 

Lilli;;, Maj. (}en. James. The 
Bush, 2 Wynberg Park, Black
rock, Co. Dublin ; Lillis, Thos. J., 
Lumclone House, Fenagh, Co. 
Carlow ; Lillis, Mrs. E., Lumclone 
House, Fenagh, Co. Carlow ; 
Leslie, W. A., 32 Eccleston 
Square, London ; Leslie, Mrs. W. 
A., 32 Eccleston Square, London ; 
Lawler, Thomas, Shana hoe, 
AbbPyleix. 

Millar, Rt. Rev. Monsignor, P.P., 
Newbridge, Co. Kildare ; Murray, 
Aidan, N.T., Dublin St., Carlow: 
Murray, Mrs. A., Dublin St., Carlow; 
Murray, Ciaran, Dublin St., Car
low ; Moore, William, " St. 
Dymphna's," Carlow ; Mahon, Mrs. 
James, Kelvin Grove, Carlow ; 
Monahan, John. Castletown, Car
low : Monahan, Mrs. J., Castletown. 
Carlow ; Moore, Mrs. W., " St. 
Ann's." Athy Rd.. Carlow : Man
nion, Francis, Dublin St., Carlow ; 
Murphy, Mrs. M. B., Rathnapish, 
Carlow ; Murphy, Rev. P. J., C.C., 
Robertstown, Newbridge, Co. Kil
dare. 

MacLeod, Miss Iona. Co. 
Librarian, Pembroke. Carlow ; 
Mccaul, Mrs. A., Dublin St., 
Carlow ; McDonald, Mrs. A. Holly
mount, Carlow ; McDonnell, 
Raymond A., Dublin St., Carlow ; 

Continued in page 36 



:!.lllllllllllllllllflllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll[g 

FRESH 

GOOD 

FOR 

CARLOW 

MILK, CREAM 
EGGS 

LEIX 

DAIRY 
CASTLE ST. 

CARLOW 

AND 

GOOD 

FOR 

YOU 

In sunshine, snow, wind and ram, 

To serve vou well is our aim. 

~11111111i111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

I EWING'S i 
I Restaurant and I 
I Confectionery i 
~ CARLOW Phone 154 ~ 

I . Silver ,Grill Snack Counter I ~ & ~ 
~ All Confectionery made on premises ~ 

§ Morning Coffee Lunches § = = 
§ Afternoon Teas Grills § 
§ § 

~ ~ = at Kilf ane House = 

=

~====~ Weddings & Private Parties a Speciality _======-~ Your Satisfaction is our Concern. 
Open Daily, including Sundays, until 
10 p.m. 

§ 2 i ORDER YOUR :::::sSHc;:sE;.:: i 
.illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllflllllllllllfllllllllllllllll~ 

:!.lllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllflflllllllllflflllflllllflllllllllllf~ 

~ ~ 
5 Telephone 53. Telegrams: "Sutton, Carlow" § 

= = = = = = 
Suttons' Supply 

Stores 

* * * 
Wholesale and Retail Grocer and 
Provision Merchant, Hardware, China, 

Glass and Delph 

~ ~ 

I Cas:f e * St;eet I 
;111111111111111111111111111111~1~~1~1~:IIIIIDIIIIJIIIIUIIIIIUIIIIIIII; 

KEHOE'S FOR RADIOS 

* 
Sole Carlow Agents for 

* * 

MURPHY AND PYE RADIO 

Philips, Pilot, Bush Models 
also stocked 

* * * 
Efficient After Sales Service 
and Repairs to all Makes 

* * * 
Servis and Electrolux Agent 

* * * 

1,,,,,,,111~;~~~;,iE~;:m,J 
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Getting Engaged 7 
ENGAGEMENTS 

The words are bound together by 
tradition. We are proud to offer a 
beautiful selection of rings-destined 
to make your big day even more 
memorable. Make your choice in our 
private room and avail of the fine 
service which we have been giving 

CHRISTMAS AND 

for years. 

FOR THOSE WITII GIFT PROBLEMS 

-why not give Waterford cut glass? 
It is bound to please, and we have a 
wonderful displa,y for you to pick 

from. 

Watches and Jewellery to suit all tastes. 

BRAMLEY'S 
(THE SHOP UNDER THE CLOCK) 

Dublin Street, Carlow 
Phone-346 

m111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

§!Jllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 

= = 
~ ~ ~ Purchasing is an Investment ~ 

i when you Buy the Best i 
-
~-= A GENUINE SCOTCH CROMBIE -~-

OVERCOAT COSTS ONLY £17-19-6, 
§ £16-19-6, £15-19-6 § 
§ § 
§ § = A SUIT OF MAGEES THORNPROOF = 
§ TWEEDS COSTS ONLY £12-12-0 § 
§ § 

= = ~ : A " CLUBMAN " SHIRT, Ireland's ~ 
§ ; Super Shirt, Costs Only 27 /6 to 39/6 § 

§ · They pay cjividends in years of § 
§ j' satisfactory service and give § 
§ the wearer pride of ownership. § 
§1 § =, = =· = I) The House For Men I 
IJ' Carlow I 
§ j FOR REALLY GOOD CLOTIIES § 

~1111111111111111111111111,1111n111111,11,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,1111111111111111~ 

~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

= = § II ALWAYS ON TOP § 

I OF FASHION II I 
§ § 
§ § 
§ You will find a marvellous selection of all § = the latest styles in:- = 
§ § 
:: COATS '' GLOVES = E E 
:: COSTUMES ,:, NYLONS :: 

E * § :: FROCKS UNDERCLOTHING :: 

~ WATERPROOFS '' HANDBAGS ~ 
= SKIRTS * SCARVES = 
§ § 
§ SLACKS * UMBRELLAS § 
§ KNITWEAR ,:, STOLES § = = § BLOUSES '' EVENING FROCKS, &c. § = 5 
§ YOU'LL GET EXCLUSIVE STYLES § = AND A BEITER SELECTION AT- = = = 
~ ~ 

I The Modern I 
§ § 
§ Specialists in Ladies' Wear § 

! TULLOW STREET, CARLOW ! 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111; 

§!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllfl§ 

= = = = i Phone: 233 i 
= = ; ; 
i Finegan I 
i Tullow Street i 
I Carlow I 
i Grocery, Bar and i 
I Lounge I 
~ Ever at your Service ~ 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,i 



J. J. WALL 
* * * 

MOTOR GARAGE 

and 

SERVICE ST A TION 

* * * 

Kilkenny Road 
Carlow 

Phone 197 

i""'""'""'"'"'"'N'O'LA'N':'S""'""""""'"""'i 
I CHEMISTS I 
I FOR ALL HIGH-CLASS I 
§ PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS § 

I * * * i 
~ Manufacturers of the highest grade medicines. ~ 
§ All the leading Brands of Ethical Pro- § 
§ prietaries stocked. Local Agent for Helena § 
§ Rubenstein's Famous Cosmetics. Sight- § 
§ testing daily by fully qualified Opticians. § 

~ FILMS DEVELOPED AND PRINTED ~ 
§ QUICK SERVICE .. BEST RESULTS § 

i * * * i 
~ § 

i E. J. Nolan i 
§ M.P.S.I., F.B.O.A., Prop., § 

I I, DUBLIN ST., & I, CASTLE ST., i 
I CARLOW Phone: 80 I 
~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

~111111m1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111§ 

i FOR BEST DRINKS i I AND GROCERIES VISIT I 

Proprietor: John McEvoy 

* * * 
Comfortable Accommodation 

High-Class Catering. 

Lunches, Dinners and Teas. 

Parties catered for on short 
notice. 

* * * 

Tullow St., Carlow 
~11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111¥ 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Builder, Contractor and 

Joinery Manufacturer 

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING AND 
REPAIR WORK EXECUTED 

SPECIALISTS IN PLUMBING 
and 

SANITARY INSTALLATIONS 

* * * 
Enquiries: 

ESTIMATES FREE 

Works : John Street 
'ii1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 



Carlow's Leading 
Drapers 

Clothiers, Ladies' and Men's 
Outfitters, and House Furnishers, 
Boot and Shoe Warehouse. 

Ladies' and Gentlemen's High
Class Tailoring on the Premises 
by expert cutters and tailors. 

* * 
You can get your Odearest 

Mattress here. 

MICHAEL MOLLOY 
Tullow Street, Carlow 

iilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllf:' 

Willie Hosey 
118 Tullow St. 

Carlow 

* * * 

Tailoring and Outfitting 

Men's Shoes 

* * * 
HIGH-GRADE CLOTHES 
FOR MEN AND BOYS 

~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

M. WHITE 
M.P.S.1. 

~ Veterinary & Dispensing Chemist ~ 

I Sick: Room: Requ:sites I 
Photographic and Toil et Goods 

* * * 
39 TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 
'iilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliFr 

!1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

~ Carlow's Leading Bakers ~ 

and Confectioners 

* * * 
Christmas Cakes a Speciality 

Purest Ingredients only used 

* * * 

DONNY'S 
CASTLE STREET 

CARLOW 
Phone 151 



2,llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll.!:: 

Hughes Brotl1ers 
Monumental Works 

Carlow 
* * * 

Memorials erected in 

Marble, Limestone 

and Granite 

* * * 
All work carried out under 

Personal Supervision 

Designs & Quotations on Request 

~111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

I TULLY'S i 
142 TULLOW ST., CARLOW 

Phone: Carlow 257 

ALSO 34 MAIN ST., GOREY 

Phone: Gorey 27 

* * * 
GENERAL DRAPERY, BOOT AND SHOE 
WAREHOUSE, HOSIERY SPECIALISTS 

* * * 
TRAVEL AGENTS 

World-wide Boo'.dngs by Ai'r, Rail and Sea. 
Tours now a speciality. 

* * * 
-
r.11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

G.B.D., 

* * 

50 DUBLIN STREET, 

:!.llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllill 

I Michael Doyle I 
I Gr:~::,.:·~.~~:~::ons I 
I T:E

0

•:H:~c:::K I 
i 71 TULLOW STREET i 

i.,,llllllllllllllllllllll::::~~::lll:111111111111111111111111111 



r-· 

::::lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllll!!o: I A. E. COLEMAN i 
i Motor and Cycle Dealers i 
I 19 DUBLIN STREET I 
i CARLOW i 
I * * * ; = = 

I Dealer for I 
I RALEIGH CYCLES & MOPEDS I 
~ * * * ~ = = I REPAIRS A SPECIALITY I 
I ACCUMULATORS CHARGED I 
§ * * * ~ I Oils, Greases & Spares in Stock I 
~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

~1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

~ First-class Proficiency ~ 
§ Diploma, Academy of § 
§ G e n t ' s Hairdressing, § 
§ London, 1932 § 

I CARLOVIANS i 
~ We take pride in being ~ 
§ the oldest established § 
§ Gentlemen's Hairdres- § 
§ sers in Carlow, but § 
§ we also take pride in § 
§ our work and are al- § 
§ ways prepared to cut § 
§ hair as you wish it. A § 
§ trial will convince. § 

= = I BURNS I 
I College Street I 
I CARLOW I 
~ Gent's Hair Stylist ~ 

~ Wide range of Toi.et ~ = Goods = 
I Prize-winner Mallon j 
§ Cup Hairdressing § 
§ Competition, Dublin, § 
~ 1~. ~ 
ffiHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIF.. 

~111111111111111.11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!: 

I HUGH LUPUS & co. ! 
* * * 

For Best Odds 
and Best Service 

* * * 

10 COALMARKET 

CARLOW 

Phone Carlow 2 19 

;illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 

DARCYS 
for Value 

I * * * I I FURNITURE I 
~ & DRAPERY ~ 

i * * * i 
= = 

I P. & M. DARCY I 
I CARLOW & TULLOW I 
= = i Phone Carlow 208 I 
~IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIHIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 



BUILDERS 
= ,,,.. = i CARLOW ~ i 
= "' = i TELEPHONE 78 I 
= = = = 

; ~ I 

I i ~ CJ 
~· 
~ ATHY 

~· TELEPHONE 17 

CONTRACTORS 
51111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111m111m1111111111111111111111ffi 
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I i 
An 

CARLO ORANGE 

LEMONADE 

DRY GINGER 
ALE 

GRAPE FRUIT 

CIDERETTE 

CASTLE ORANGE 

Old Carlow Industry 

MINERAL 
WATERS 

Manufactured by 

CORCORAN & CO. 
LIMITED 

CARLOW 

CARLO LEMON 

LEMON 
FLAVOURED 
SODA 

STONE BEER 

TONIC WATER 

COLA 

ORANGE CRUSH 

EstabUshed 182"1. Phone 9. -
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