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EASIER. FEEOING 

HEALTHIER STOCK 

BETTER PROFIT 

by using 

BA ROM IL 
COMPOUND FEEDING STUFFS 
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The wheels of our industry began to tum· way back in 

and since then we've grown into one of Ireland's 

largest and most diversified engineering firms 

Thomas Thompson of Carlow 



NO ONE KNOWS BETTER THAN 

OLD CARLOVIANS 
THAT 

W. & G. Hadden, Ltd., have carried on the family business 
for over one hundred years and that the Carlow Branch was 
purchased from Mr. Adam Ford in 1909. Mr. Ford's pre
decessor was Mr. Luttrell, in partnership with Mr. Burgess 
of Athlone, and Mr. Luttrell's predecessor was Mr. Henry 
Banks (a grand uncle of Mr. W. H. Hadden and at one 
time Chairman of Carlow Town Commissioners) who owned 
the main part of the present business in the middle of the 

19th century. 

HAD DENS 
W. & G. HADDEN LTD. CARLOW 

FOR ALL YOUR 
FIVE STAR * 
FOODMARKET * 
Tullow Street 
CARLOW 

* * 
* 

FOOTWEAR 

REQUIREMENTS 

SHOP AT 

GOVERNEY'S 
BOOT DEPOT 

CASTLE STREET 

CARLOW 

HIGH-CLASS SELF SERVICE 

QUALITY • • • FRESHNESS • • • VARIETY 
SELECTION • • • CLEANLINESS • • • 

FRIENDLY SERVICE • • • VALUE • • • 
SPEEDY BUT LEISURELY~ SHOPPING 

BARBECUE CHICKENS. LEANEST GRADE BACON. 
HAMS, TABLE-TRIMMED PREPACKED BEEF, MUTTON, 

LAMB, PORK. FIRST TIME IN CARLOW. 

ALL PERISHABLES UNDE~ REFRIGERATION. LARGE 
SELECTION OF CONTINENTAL CHEESES AND 

SPECIALITIES 

FROZEN FOODS, DELICATESSEN. MORNING FRESH 
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

DELIVERY WITHIN THE URBAN AREA FREE 

PUT PLEASURE INTO YOUR SHOPPING-SHOP AT 

Five Star Foodmarket, Carlow 
Phone: 41513 
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The Stores which 1 

pay today place 

valuable stock in 

!Eagle display ! 

• 

ENQUIRIES TO : 

Eagle steel bracket shelving is scientifically designed to provide an 
economical and attractive system of storage and display. 

If you are planning for self-service, Eagle is the best basis on which 
to build. Eagle equipment may be used for Island units, wall units, 
counter displays, and show-cases. Its ready adjustability makes it 
ideal for merchandise of every kind. 

Eagle can supply complete units for almost every retail business . 
These units may be moved from one part of the shop to another 
and are individually instantly adjustable to accommodate goods of 
all shapes and sizes. 

A wide variety of finishes are available in Eagle Shelving all of 
which are rust proofed before enamelling. 

We would particularly draw attention to Eagle Stelvetite shelving 
which provides an ever lasting plastic surf ace in a wide variety 
of colours and woodgrain effects. 

EAGLE LIGHT ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
CARLOW Telephone: Carlow 41606 



STATHAM (Carlow) LTD. 
MAIN FORD AND FORDSON DEALERS 

-CARLOW 
(OUR MOTTO) 

I 00 % SERVICE. 100 % SATISFACTION 

Telephone 41665 (2 lines) 

lsuTTONS 
FOOD MARKET 

CENTAUR STREET (NEAR TOWN HALL) 

LOOK! 
NO PARKING PROBLEMS 
PLENTY OF CAR SPACE 

FREE GIFT SCHEME 
on our Quality Teas 

SEE OUR WINDOWS FOR COUPON 
VALUE AND FOR OUR SPECIAL OFFERS 

S for 
. SUTTONS - Super Value 

- Super Quality 
STOP, SHOP AND SAVE AT 

SUTTONS 
FOOD MARKET 

WE GIVE DELIVERY WITHIN THE 
URBAN AREA 

Ring 41 123 and have all your 
iDairy Produce delivered daily 

LEIX 
Pasteurised Baking 

Miik DAIRY Milk, 

and Fresh 

Cream Farm Eggs 

I 
CASTLE ST. and Butter 

CARLOW 

WE SERVE THE BEST WITH 
THE BEST 
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L. & N. TEA co. 
83-84 Tullow St. and 4 Castle St., Carlow 

FOR ALL YOUR GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS SHOP IN OUR MODERN 
SELF-SERVICE STORES 

OFF LICENCE DEPARTMENT. BEER, WINE & SPIRITS A SPECIALITY. 

OUR GREEN & WHITE STAMPS FREE WITH EVERYTHING YOU PURCHASE 

SAVE AS YOU SPEND 
FREE DELIVERY. 

II ALWAYS ON TOP 
OF FASHION II 

You will find a marvellous selection of all 
the latest styles in:-

COATS * GLOVES 
COSTUMES * NYLONS 
FROCKS * UNDERCLOTHING 
WATERPROOFS *. HANDBAGS 
SKIRTS * SCARVES 
SLACKS * UMBRELLAS 
KNITWEAR * STOLES 
BLOUSES * EVENING FROCKS, &c 

YOU'LL GET EXCLUSIVE STYLES 
AND A BETTER SELECTION AT-

The Modern 
Specialists in Ladies' Wear 

TULLOW STREET, CARLOW 

Phone 41263 

A Lovely Lounge , 

* 
Finegan's 

* 
TULLOW STREET 

Carlow 

Phone: 41233. 
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Does anybody remember the Graiguecullen Fife and Drum Band? Fifty years 
ago it played to every monster meeting at the Town Hall, to the great Feiseanna 
of these days, and to the football matches in a field on the Killeshin Road. 

Memories of this splendid Band come thronging back in this year of the Fenians, 
since the tune associated most vividly with it was the lament for the Manchester 
Martyrs. 

Seen through the eyes of childhood it seemed that every man in Graigue was in 
the Band. The Carlow Pipers might rival it in volume, and in martial melody; but 
the plaintive sweetness of the fifes set it apart as unique and impressive. 

When the Graigue team won they were played home to "A Nation Once Again", 
which was rendered vocally as "The Graigue Boys Won Again". And win they did, 
time and time again. 

"The Men of Graigue" -they were told a few years ago-is one of the proudest 
titles in this diocese. And justly so. Any home that retains a dusty fife should cherish 
it. "The Song it sang was 'Old Ireland Free'." 
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FOR A REALLY BIG SELECTION 
OF HOUSEHOLD AND NURSERY 
FURNITURE VISIT OUR LARGE 

STORE 

Then~ you can walk around and 
see the many designs of Modern 
Furniture. It's always a pleasure 
to help those either furnishing for 
the first time, or refurnishing. 

PLEASE ASK FOR ESTIMATES OF 
CARPETS & VENETIAN BLINDS 

P. 6 M. DARCY 
Drapers, House Furnishers 

33/35 TUllOW STREET 

dlreel, 

BURNS 
College Street 

CARLOW 
Gent's Hair Stylist 
Wide range of Toilet 

Goods 
Prize-winner Mallon 
Cup Hairdressing 
Competition, Dublin, 

1952. 

First.class Proficiency 
Diploma, Academy of 
G e n t ' s Hairdressing, 

London, 1932 

ALL CU1TING 
INSTRUMENTS USED 

IN OUR SALOON 
ARE EFFECTIVELY 

STERILIZED BY 
SHORT WAVE ULTRA 
VIOLET RADIATION 



Vol. 1. No. 16. 

New Series. Dec. 1967 

Journal of the 
Old Carlow Society 

Joint Editors: 

MISS M. T. KELLY and 
J. ELLIS 

Printed by 

Nationalist Printers, Carlow. 

Three Carlow Monasteries 

A Carlow Enigma 

Twenty-first Birthday 

News Round-up 

Carlow 130 Years Ago 

When We Stepped Together 

A Laois Poet 

Fort at Rathgall 

Secretary's Report 

AFTER TWENTY-ONE YEARS 

In the first issue of Carloviana in 1947 Mr. L. D. Bergin, 
its first editor, wrote·: "The Old Carlow Society has 
been founded with a purpose, and that purpose is to 
encourage and develop an interest in the history of 
the town and district of Carlow." 

How well the Society has succeeded in fulfilling this 
purpose can be gauged by referring to the twenty 
issues of "Carloviana" that have since been 
published. In their pages a great diversity of subjects 
has been dealt with by a number of distinguished 
contributors, who have added a deal of knowledge of 
the Carlow of the past. 

It was said by a valued contributor that every effort 
should always be made to have matters of historical 
interest printed. This, he said, was the best way of 
ensuring that such information would not be lost to 
posterity. 

This the Old Carlow Society has done admirably, 
and by its work in this respect has certainly justified 
its existence, and made a valuable contribution to the 
cultural life of the town and district. 

But like many another society it has now come to 
a cross-roads in its existence, and unless a sustained 
effort is made to recruit new contributors of papers 
and an injection of younger members, the Society is 
in grave danger. 

It would be a great pity if the Society were to fade 
out for the want of support; those who have 
shouldered the burden over the past twenty years 
have put an enormous amount of work into building 
up a fine cultural effort in the town. 

Having "come of age" in this year it is hoped that 
this memorable anniversary will be fittingly celebrated 
by an influx of contributors and members. 
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Three Carlow· Monasteries 

Aug ha, Clonmore and St. Mullins 

by E. F. Brophy, B.A., N.T. 

F R o M T H E period of the Norman invasion to 
the days of Henry VIII, Carlow was in a 
military point of view perhaps the most 

important county in Ireland. Through its rich valleys 
lay the main raod which connected the English 
Settlements in Munster with the seat of Government 
in Dublin. The bridge at Leighlin was the only pas
s~ge across the Barrow, enabling the Norman Colony 
around the Capital to communicate with the 
counties of Kilkenny, Waterford, Cork, Limerick 
and Kerry. Oth~r routes in those days were unsafe 
due to the war~ike "tribes" like the O'Tooles and 
O'Byrnes of Wicklow, the O'Connors of Offaly and 
the O'Moores of Laois. Hence, many of the early 
records speak of Carlow as the key to the English 
Pale and a letter from the "Irish Parliament" to 
Henry the Sixth in 1435 tells us that there were 150 
castles well armed etc. in the County. 

However, all was not that well on the home front 
despite these safety measures. The MacMurrogh 
clan had retained the greater part of the Barony 
of !drone and then along came the greatest of them 
all-Art-around the middle of the, 14th century 
and swept all South Leinster before him. 

My reasons for giving these details are to show 
why so few religious houses were established in this 
county by the early Anglo-Norman families. It was, 
however, particularly rich in religious foundations 
of an earlier date, three of which we shall have a 
brief outline on, namely, Augha, Clonmore and St. 
Mullins. 

THE MONASTE1RY OF AUGHA 
COUNTY CARLOW 

Achad Finglas, was also called Achad Ardglass 
near Leighlin on the east of the River Barrow in 
the Barony of !drone. This has been identified by 
the Ordinance Survey as Augha which is situated 
about two miles from Leighlinbridge. Achad Ard
glass according to Edward O'Toole in his Place 
Names of County Carlow, means "The Field of the 

Green Tillage." Mr. Denis Nolan, on whose land 
the Monastery is situated, gave me some informa
tion on Saturday, 22nd October, 1966, which pos
sibly further explains the name Achad Finglas, or 
Achad Ardglass. If we take the back road from 
Carlow to Muinebeag as a dividing line we have 
limestone on the west side and granite on the east 
side stretching back into Co. Wexford except for 
on very narrow leg of rich loam soil reaching up the 
hill around the hill of Augha covering the area where 
the Abbey or Monastery was. This information ex
plains the ancient name of the district-Achad Fin
glas or Achad Ardglass. 

There was a Monastery founded here of which 
St. Fintan was Abbot. St. Fintan was the founder 
of the famous Monastery of Clonenagh in Co. 
Laois. He died on the 17th February, around the 
year 580 A.D. St. Aed was also Abbot here but in 
what year is uncertain. This Abbey had been of 
some note in 864 A.D. for in that year it was plun
dered by the Danes. It dates from the earliest period 
of our Christian era. In the life of St. Fintan of 
Clonenagh, published from the Book of Kilkenny, 
by Colgan, the site of Achad Finglass is described as 
situated in the district of Hydrone opposite the City 
of Leighlin, i.e. Old Leighlin and to the east of the 
Barrow. All this coincides with Augha-on the 
opposite side of the Barrow from Old Leighlin. 

St. Fintan, founder of the great Monastery of 
Clonenagh, lived for some time towards the end of 
his life in the Monastery of Achad Finglass. It was 
not a monastery of his but was probably of an early 
foundation. However, Lewis, in his Topographical 
Dictionary of Ireland contradicts this and says 'an 
Abbey called Achad Finglass was founded here at 
a very early period by St. Fintan and in 864 in 
which year it was plundered by the Danes had risen 
to some note; its site is now unknown'. Lewis, of 
course, is incorrect in his last statement as the ruins 
or remains of this Abbey are still to be seen some 
short di~tance from Mr. Denis Nolan's house and 
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farm-yard m the townsland of Augha, m County 
Carlow. 

BRANDUBH IN AUGHA 

While St. Fintan was residing at Augha i.e. Achad 
Finglass, a certain Holy Bishop named Brandubh, a 
wise, meek and humble man, from the district of 
Hy-Kinsealach, which is the remarkable part of 
Leinster, came to St. Fintan to embrace a religious 
life under his guidance, and the holy bishop found 
the Abbot Fintan in the Monastery which is called 
Achad Finglass, in the district of Hy-Drone, opposite 
to the City of (Old) Leighlin, to the east of the 
River Barrow. The Holy Abbot was rejoiced at the 
arrival of the Bishop and said to him-"O holy 
pastor, what do you desire among us?". The Bishop 
replied "most holy worthy father, I desire to close 
my days in your renowned monastery (i.e. Clonen
agh). Then St. Fintan softly said to him "I wish you 
rather to remain observantly and tranquilly in this 
monastery rather than to come to my hard monast
ery for the burden of my monastery is very severe." 
The bishop replied "Hitherto I have imposed a yoke 
on others, now I hope to devote myself to God and 
to you; whatsoever you command I wil,l perform; 
one request alone I shall make, that if you should 
he called to God before me, I may not long survive, 
and that you will come to meet my soul". St. Fintan 
said "God will grant you this petition." At the end 
of three years the blessed father Fintan passed to 
Heaven from the Monastery of Clonenagh, and the 
holy bishop who, in obedience to the Saint, had re
mained in Achad Finglass, hearing of this said to 
the brethern "I know that I shall soon exchange 
this miserable life for the Kingdom of God, as St. 
Fintan promised me." After a few weeks the attend
ant of the holy bishop saw in a vision as if an open
ing were made in the hut in which the bishop 
dwelt and seven persons arrayed in white garments 
and encircled with a heavenly light came to that 
opening and one of them cried out-="Come hence, 
holy bishop, delay no longer, for we have been sent 
to meet your soul; and behold your Father, Fintan, 
of wondrous piety comes also for you." Now it was 
a little cell separated from the above place that the 
bishop and his attendant were in, and the attendant 
awakening took a burning light and approached the 
spot where the bishop was resting, but found that 
his spirit was already flown. All this the attendant 
narrated to the brethren, who then interred the 
holy remains and glorified God in both his Saints 
(A.A. S p. 352) 

From this passage we learn that Achad Finglass 
was a flourishing monastery three years prior to the 
death of St. Fintan, which is supposed to have taken 
place in the year 590. This was probably the Bishop 
Brandubh whose name is entered in the 'Martyrology 
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of Donegal', June 3rd. St. Fintan was a near relative 
of St. Brigid. 

Regarding the death of Bishop Brandubh, Mr. J. 
Nolan, an uncle of Mr. Denis Nolan, told me the 
local traditional story of the death of a famous man 
who joined the community at Achad Finglass at an 
advanced age. When he died and was laid out all 
the cardles around the corpse lit without any human 
aid. It seems quite probable that this incident occur
red at the death of Bishop Brandubh in Achad 
Finglass. 

St. Aed was Abbot here but in what year is not 
certain. There is a possibility that St. Aed of Augha 
and St. Maedhog of Clonmore in County Carlow 
were one and the same person. 'Maedhog' is a con
traction of 'Mo Aodh Og' i.e. 'My little Aedh or 
Hugh'. St. Aed's feast day was the eleventh of April 
and St. Maedhog's feast day was also on that date. 
It was not unusual at that time for some of our Irish 
Saints to preside over two or more monasteries at 
the same time. St. Maedhog flourished in the reign 
of Aedh Mac Ainmire, who reigned from 568 to 
598 A.D., so that gives us some idea as to the time 
St. Aed presided over Augha. Presumably it was 
after the death of St. Fintan in 580. 

THE RUINS 

At present the monastery ruins are still to be seen 
some very short distance from the· home of Mr. Denis 
Nolan which is situated about 60 yards south of the 
Cross-roads at Augha. There is a very commanding 
view from this point-the eye commands a wide 
area of the Barrow Valley stretching across to Old 
Leighlin where another famous monastery flourished. 
The two gable-end walls, i.e. the east wall and west 
wall and the south wall are still stan'ding; the north 
wall is down completely. When I took measurements 
of the ruins recently they were-length 46' 10"

breadth 15' 5". The doorway, which is situated in 
the west gable measures 6 feet 4 ins. in height and 
3 feet 6 ins. in breadtli. There is evidence also that 
the monastery was enclosed by a stone wall which 
in all probability are among the original buildings 
there. This was a common feature among our early 
Irish Monastic buildings as these walls served a dual 
purpose-they gave shelter from the elements while 
also affording protection against roving thieves and 
wild animals. Outside the 'wall' on the south side is 
a large square granite stone in the centre of which 
is a large hole, measuring two feet by one foot two 
inches with a depth of one foot five inches. This 
stone quite possibly was the base of a large cross 
-another common feature of our early Irish Monas
teries. There are two wells in the field across from 
the Abbey, one of which is covered with a long 
granite slab. Running between these wells and the 
Abbey is a stream and local information is that it 
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turned the wheels of a mill which was worked by 
the Community of the Monastery over a thousand 
years ago. A building, used presently as a cow-house 
by Mr. D. Nolan, was reputed to have been the 
Mill in those ancient times and the measurements 
of the 'cow-house' add evidence to this belief
length, 25 feet; breadth 15 feet approximately
the same measurement across as the Abbey itself. 

Resting against a tree in Mr. Nolan's yard is a 
round granite stone on which, it is said, the corn 
was ground by those who operated the Mill long 
ago. Shaped like a saucer, it has an extremely 
smooth surface, is two inches thick and two feet at 
its widest point, with a small hole in the centre. 

In the Ordnance Survey Letters the Monastery 
is described as follows-

"its length inside is 45! feet and its breadth is 
15! feet. At the height of five feet from the ground 
begins a window on east gable which is three feet 
eight inches broad at the bottom, has a semi
circular arch of chiselled granite stones at top to the 
spring of which the window is three feet high. The 
height of the arch, three feet, being added to this 
makes the whole height of the window eight feet. 
The sides as well as the arch are built with chiselled 
granite stones. The door is on the west gable; three 
feet 6! inches wide, 6 feet 3i inches in height-the 
breadth at the top is three feet five inches. The side 
walls, which seem to retain their original height 
rise about 11 feet 9 ins." 

Subsequently it is added regarding Achad Finglass 
-'it is referable to as early a period as history 
places an establishment at that place.' 

It is also quite probable that there was no Com
munity there after 1050. 

THE MONASTERY OF CLONMORE, 
COUNTY CARLOW 

Another flourishing institute at this early period 
was at Clonmore. The name Clonmore comes from 
the Irish - Cluain Mor - meaning 'the large 
meadow'. This religious establishment was so famous 
that St. Moling wrote a poem in its praise. Quite 
a number of saints are mentioned in connection with 
Clonmore. It was here St. Brogan composed part, if 
not all, of his 'Life of St. Brigid'. This is-ene of the 
oldest accounts of St. Brigid's life and it, with St. 
Fiac's hymn to St. Patrick, are two important con
tributions which our district made to early Irish 
literature. 

Two localities bearing this name figure very pro
minently in our Irish Ecclesiastical annals--one in 
the County of Wexford called Cluain Dicolla Gair
bir and the other in County Carlow named Cluain 
Mor Maedhog. Some of our writers have mistaken 
the two places. Colgan refers only to the foundation 

of Clonmore in Wexford. Archdall, like Colgan, 
makes no mention of the Clonmore in Carlow and 
transfers most of the entries relating to it to its 
counterpart in Wexford. 

A HALLOWED PLACE 

Cluain Mor Maedhog-meariing the great meadow 
of Maedog-is among the most hallowed places 
connected with the lives and labours of several of 
our Irish Saints. Clonmore in Leinster, writes Colgan 
formerly a very celebrated monastery in which many 
saints are buried and are venerated as St. Maedhog 
whose feast was celebrated on 11th April, St. Finan, 
Lobhar, on the 16th March; St. Stephen on the 23rd 
May; St. Ternoc on the 2nd June; St. Lassa on the 
15th September, St. Dinertach on the 9th October 
and St. Aimhin on the 18th December. 

The Monastery of Clonmore was founded by St. 
Maedhog in the sixth century-the precise year of 
its foundation is not known nor is it known how 
long St. Maedhog presided over it other than, as 
already stated, he flourished in the reign of Aedh 
Mac Ainmire, who reigned from 568-598 A.D. and 
that he died on the 11th April. 

3.500 MONKS 

St. Finan Lobhair, meaning the Leper, is connect
ed by our Annalists with Clonmore and is said to 
be interred there. According to Colgan, St. Finan, 
about the year 650, founded or governed after it 
had been founded by another, the nob\e Monastery 
of Cluain Mor Maedhog. He further states that 
St. Finan remained at the head of this monastery 
for thirty years and Archdall fixes his death at as 
having taken place in 680. It is further stated that 
he had charge of the Abbeys of Innisfallen in Kerry 
and Ardfinane in Tipperary and that he was Pre
fectus of the Monastery of Swords which had been 
founded by St. Colm Gille. This will explain a 
statement that St. Finan had at one time 3,500 
monks under his jurisdiction. As mentioned earlier 
St. Moling wrote a poem in praise of Clonmore. 
Moling himself died in 694. St. Finan must have 
died before that year because in Moling's poem 
Finan's resting place is indicated. 

"Venerable are the two whose bodies rest near 
the cross on the south side; St. Onchuo, who 
cherished no affection for this transitory world 
and St. Finan the leper, earnest in the perfor
mance of good works." 

Tradition has it that the Cross of Clonmore was 
destroyed by the Cromwellian forces in 1650. Yet in 
an article on Clonmore in general by Lord Walter 
Fitzgerald published in Volume VII of the Journal 
of the County Kildare Archaeological Society it is 
stated that St. Mogue's Cross stands to the West of 
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the Protestant Church. St. Mogue's well is situated 
or was situated near St. Mogue's cross and by the 
side of the little stream which flows under the road 
a little further on. 

St. Onchuo visited Clonmore on the pilgrimage 
which he had undertaken to collect the relics of all 
the Saints of Ireland. Maedhog prophetically told 
him that all the relics which he had collected should, 
together with his own remains enrich that monas
tery. The prophecy came true, for the most precious 
treasure of the relics of the Saints of Ireland, placed 
in a rich Shrine was afterwards deposited in the 
Cemetery of Clonmore which after was called "the 
Angelic Cemetery" and in tl)e same place were in
terred the remains of St. Onchuo and of St. Finan, 
the leper, together with the body of St. Maedhog. 

HYMN OT ST. BRIGID 

St. Ternog is another of the Saints buried at 
Clonmore. His festival was celebrated there formerly 
on 2nd July. He was called Ternog of Clonmore. 
SS. Lassa, Dinertach and Senan were also Saints 
of Clonmore. St. Brogan Cloen lived for some time 
at the monastery and it was here he composed, at 
least in part, his famous hymn in praise of St. 
Brigid, which is described as one of the most valu
able records of the life of our great Patroness that 
have been handed down by the early Church. It is 
preserved in a v:ery ancient Manuscript in Trinity 
College and also in the Liber Hymnorum now in 
the Library of the Franciscans, Merchants Quay; 
These manuscripts are judged to be not later than 
the gth Century. In the manuscript at Merchant's 
Quay a title in the original hand prefixed to the 
hymn states the place where this hymn was compos
ed was Cluain Mor Maedhog. The author was 
Brogan Cloen. 

THE MONASTERY OF ST. !MULLINS, 
COUNTY CARLOW 

By far the most important religious foundation of 
Co. Carlow by reasons of its historical associations 
and the remains existing there is St. Mullins which 
was founded by St. Moling at the beginning of the 
7th Century. Moling was a native of Ui Cinn
sealaigh. Very few facts are handed down to us of 
his native life beyond the fact that he was a student 
at Glendalough for some years. Leaving there he 
came to his native territory and established a mon
astery-Rosbruc on the Barrow-now named 'figh
moling. His sanctity and learning soon attracted 
many followers and a religious establishment sprang 
up there. St. Moling is said to have succeeded St. 
Aidan as Bishop of Ferns but he must have resigned 
that some time before his death in 697. From fre
quent reference in the Annals it is certain that Tigh-
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moling was a place of considerable importance during 
the succeeding centuries. The Rulers of Ui Cinn
sealaigh-The McMurroughs adopted St. Moling as 
their patron saint and Tighmoling became their 
burial place. 

A NOTABLE PECULIARITY 

The ruins are most interesting as they are the sole 
example in this district of a number of churches 
within the one enclosure. At present the remains of 
four churches are standing. They are very old and 
belong to different dates. This multiplication of small 
churches within one enclosure is a notable peculiar
ity of our early Irish Establishments and it may 
be well to mention Professor McAllister's explana
tion in his "Architecture of Ireland" he· writes "to 
understand the real meaning of these groups of 
buildings we have only to think of a medieval 
cathedral or large collegiate church with its multi
plication of chantry chapels each containing an altar. 

• Now imagine the unity of such a building to be dis
solved so that each of these chapels becomes a separ
ate church. We shall then find ourselves with a 
group of churches as is presented by the Irish 
Monastic sites. Each church is essentially a chantry 
chapel founded by some benefactor of the establish
ment." 

St. Moling from which the place derives its name 
was a prince of the royal race of Kavanagh, seventh 
in descent from a brother of Coimthann Cas, the 
first Christian King of Leinster. He selected Achach 

, Caimdh, or Rus Brue as a suitable place to gather 
a monastic community around him. There were many 
reasons why the banks of a river would be a desir
able place for a monastic community to reside, one 
of the chief of which was the facilities it afforded 
for communication with other places at a time when 
the only roads were passes cut rhrough the woods. 

SKILLED BOATMAN 

St. Moling, who according to tradition, was a 
skilled boatman, must have made many journeys 
on the river Barrow up river to see his friend Lazerjan 
at Old Leighlin and possibly over then to the Abbey 
at Augha or down river to New Ross where another 
monastery was in existence. Having selected his site 
Moling called to his assistance Celtic Ireland's most 
notable builder-a man whose name and reputation 
has lasted to the present day-the Goban Saor, who 
could construct equally well in stone and wood, 
erected this oratory of wood and that the shingles 
which roofed it were made from the wood of a 
very remarkable tree. When the celebrated yew tree 
the "eo Roesa" one of the five famous trees mention
ed in "Leabhar Leighlin" fell or was cut down, 
Lazerian divided it among the Saints of Ireland 
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ST. MULL IN'S CHURCH AND RUINS 

and Moling used the portion given to him in mak
ing shingles to roof this very oratory and thus con
secrated to God an object of pagan tree worship. 
Here we have one of the recorded instances of a 
church built of wood. Knowing as we do that 
Moling's oratory was of wood we cannot hope to 
find in any of the existing ruins the remains of that 
place of worship. 

IMPORTANCE OF ST. MULLINS 

As might naturally ,be supposed, a community 
under the rule of a man of such ability as Moling 
speedily grew in importance and ecclesiastics from 
other. places such as Glendalough-where Moling 
himself lived for some tim~-sought his guidance. 
His fame was such that he was not allowed to re
main in the comparative obscurity of monastic 
life, for on the death of St. Aidan in 691 he was 
made Archbishop of Ferns. We are told however 
that Moling resigned from that office and retired 
to Teach Moling where he died and was buried, 

'according to "The Four Masters" on the 13th May 
696. 

Moling was also a bit of an artist. He is supposed 
to have drawn many pictures of the heads of the 
Apostles, etc. As a poet, he was of no mean talent 

either and O Curry says that with the exception of 
Colm Gille there are more poems ascribed to him 
than to any other Irish Saint. Both the "Martyrology 
of Donegal" and "Giraldus Cambrensis" tell us that 
he was one of the four Irish Saints who were said 
to possess the gift of prophecy. Nor must we forget 
the great engineering skill displayed by him in the 
construction of a watercourse nearly a mile long 
which he is said to have made with his own hands 
to bring water to his mill (and which to the pre
sent day can still be traced). 

The present remains of St. Mullins consist of four 
ruined churches with a small cell erected at the east 
of the Monastery said to have been St. Moling's 
cell. St. Moling was regarded by the Kavanagh Clan 
as their special saint. St. Mullins has been the burial 
place of the Kavanaghs, Kings of Leinster. It is 
said that the funeral of the great Art McMurrough 
reached from Ross to St. Mullins-a distance of 
about six miles. 

The last note concerning St. Mullins comes from 
Archdall-"this abbey was plundered in 95 I AD. 
and was destroyed by fire in I 738. 

The regular Canons followed the rule of St. 
Augustine obtained a settlement here, the ruins of 
which yet remain." 
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A CARLOW ENIGMA 

Mrs. B. Fitzmaurice tells of Ballymoon Castle 

A T BALLYMOON we are faced with, what 
might well be called, the great enigma of Co. 
Carlow. It .seems almost inconceivable that 

sn,:11 an impos_ing monument as Ballymoon Castle 
which has been described by Harold Leask as "one 
of the most interesting examples of military archi
tecture in Ireland", situated as it is on the edge of 
a once important road, should have evoked so little 
interest among historians, that nothing concrete was 
recorded of its history until Leask wtote about it in 
1944. That is not to say that it was never mentioned. 
Both Grose and Du Noyer visited it in the eigtheenth 
and nineteenth centuries, drew plans and described 
the architectural features. 

For a long time it was equated with the Precept
ory of the Knights Templar at Ballymacwilliamroe. 
Arn0n1;st those who put forward this claim are 
Archdall in Monasticon Hibemicum, and Ryan in 
his History of Carlow. It is easy to see how the 
tradition came about, but the evidence is 'really too 
slim to support it and Leask utterly refutes it. 

A TRADITION 

Before we try to attribute a builder to the Castle, 
there is one other tradition that we must examine 
as it will influence our choice. Tqis is the tradition 
that the Castle was never finished. Leask definitely 
inclines towards this theory, and indeed all the 
evidence points towards it as we have massive outer 
walls containing such features as fireplaces, and door
ways which lead nowhere, so that it seems that 
these walls were meant to be lined with rooms and 
indeed the foundations of these walls can be seen 
to-day, but only the foundations, and- it would be 
strange if the outer walls should have survived in 
the state of preservation that they have, and the 
inner walls, had they been completed, should have 
vanished with so little trace. In all fairness, when 
one is advancing this theory of non-completion, one 
must mention a report that appeared in the Parlia
mentary Gazatteer in 1846 which states that some 
curious specimens of armour and a beautiful set of 
diamond beads had been found some time previously, 
while digging in the ruins. 

WHO WAS THE BUILDER? 

When we come to trying to find a builder foi: 
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Ballymoon, we have nothing to base our choice upon 
except surmise. The building can be dated beyond 
reasonable doubt to the end of the thirteenth 
century or the first decade of the fourteenth. Leask 
advances four candidates : 1. The Earl of Norfolk; 
2. One of the Carews; 3. The King; 4. One of the 
Kavanaghs. He immediately dismisses the latter 
two, for it is too · unlikely that there should be no . 
record at all of a castle built by Royal Command, 
and the architecture is so completely un-Irish that 
it is equally unlikely that it was built by one of 
the Kavanaghs - although Comerford ascribes it to 
them, but this is probably only because from the 
mid-fourteenth century on, this area was in their 
control, but by this time the castle was already built. 

This leaves us with the Earl of Norfolk or one of 
the Carews. Roger Bigod, 5th Earl of Norfolk, did 
homage for these lands in 1 266 and died in l 306-
his Marshalsy, Earldom and Estates including Carlow 
having passed to the King by surrender four years 
before. It is therefore quite conceivable that the 
castle was built for him and that his surrender stop
ped the building, and caused it to be left unfinished. 

On behalf of the Carews, it is alleged that the 
. Countess of Norfolk, heir to the Honour of Carlow, 

granted the Barony of !drone to one, Digon, whose 
daughter and heir married Nicholas Carew in the 
reign of Edward 1 ( 1272-1307), and thus the Carews 
came into possession of this area. 

There is really little to choose between these two, 
but if we believe the theory of non-completion, then 
perhaps the evidence lies a little with the Earl of 
Norfolk. 

ITS ARCHITECTURE 

Architecturally, the castle is magnificent. The 
strength of the walls may be judged from the fact 
that it differs hardly at all to-day from the drawing 
made in 1 792 by Grose. Even at that date the lower 
part of the tower in the south wall was broken 
away, but for nearly two hundred years the upper 
part has remained firm. The castle is nearly square 
with sides of approximately 120 feet internally. The 
walls are about eight feet thick, and at present are 
about 20 feet high. Ryan writing in 1833, states 
that they were then about 38 feet high, but to judge 
by Grose's drawing, this is an inaccuracy. Leask 
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,ays that had they been completed, they would have 
originally had wall walks and crenellations, but no 
trace of these remain. 

The castle is entered by a gateway in the west 
wall, where there is a slot for a portcullis with a 
chamber over it, reached by a spiral staircase. Leask 
says that this gateway should have been protected 
by a barbican, or otherwise it is dangerously indefen
sible. In fact the whole west wall would have been 
difficult to defend without a projecting tower of 
some sort. Indeed we can see bonding stones sticking 
out from the walls on either side of the opening. 
The absence of such a barbican could also be 
attributed to the castle not being completed. 

Once inside we can see all the evidence of there 
being intended to be ranges of buildings around the 
walls. All around we have walls which are either 
foundations or the walls of cellars. The most immedi
ately impressing features are along the north wall, 
where, at second floor level, there is a door, a double 
fireplace and several loops. This was probably the 
intended site of the great hall of the castle. 

CAENARVON ARCH 

It is in the east wall that we get the most interest
ing features. Two towers project from this side, and 
the entrance to each are spanned by what is known 
as a Caenarvon Arch. This is not a true arch, but 
a lintel laid on two corbals. It takes its name from 
the great castle of Caenarvon iri Wales where they 
appear i9 great profusion. They are typical of the 
architecture of the last decades of the thirteenth 
century, and as such provide us with our best dating 
evidence. These arches can also be seen in the south 
wall. Also in these towers, and along the east and 
south walls we get cross loops, some of which have 
expansions at the top and bottom, and where the 

cross bar would be. It is probably these whicn gave 
rise to the tradition of the Knights Templar origin 
as Ryan writes : "The windows being mere loopholes 
are in good preservation, about five feet in height, 
four inches broad, and cruciform at the top; which 
latter circumstance might probably have arisen from 
the semi-ecclesiastical profession of the founders:'. In 
fact these cross-loops, which are fairly common, are 
purely defensive, and are intended to increase the 
field of fire of the defending bowmen. The expan
sions which developed from the plain-cross loop in 
the mid-thirteenth century give us further dating 
evidence. 

The tower in the south wall contains five chambers 
-one in the centre, rather below-ground level, which 
is entered by an arched opening. Above this is 
another square vaulted chamber, which is now 
floorless. On either side of this chamber is another. 
The centre chamber, and that on the east, are 
entered by Caenarvon arched doorways above 
ground-level, while that on the west is entered 
from the centre, and in turn leads through a vaulted 
passage up some steps to the wall walks. Above these 
rooms is another large room which seems to have 
no entrance, unless it was from the wall walks 
which do not now exist. 

The evidence is so slight that it is hard to draw 
any conclusions about the history of the castle from 
the facts as they are at present known. In 1944, 
when he wrote that it was one of the most interesting 
examples of military architecture in Ireland, Leask 
said that the building was worthy of ,fuller study: 
As far as I am aware, this has not yet been accorded 
it. It seems to me a shame that a building such as 
this which, I think, can justifiably be called umque 
in Ireland, should be so neglected. 

BALLYMOON CASTLE 
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OUR TWENTY-FIRSlr BIIRlrlHIDA Y 

T H u R s DAY, 0 c TOBER 5th was a really 
memorable night in the annals of the Society, 
when over roo members and friends assembled 

in the Royal Hotel to celebrate the "coming of age" 
of the Society. 

The chairman, Mr. H. Fennell welcomed the 
assembly and said how proud he was to preside over 
such a splendid gathering. He said that apart from 
its work in the historical field, the Society also con
tributed to the social life of the town. It was doing 
great work in recording the history of the town and 
district and this was evidenced by the successive 
issues of their journal 'Carloviana' which goes all 
over the world. 

Mr. W. L. Duggan, Solr., said twenty-one. years 
is a very long time in the life of a society. It had been 
said that nothing lasts in Carlow, which is not true 
-the Boat Club has lasted rog years, and now the 
Old Carlow Society was well on the way to create 
another record. A society such as theirs could do a 
lot of useful work for the town. A work he would 
like to see undertaken was the establishment of a 
local museum. "We may not have a 'Roth House' 
in Carlow," he said, "but I am sure much valuable 
material is available, which would form the nucleus 
of a museum." He would also like to see the Society 
make an effort to have old photographs of the town 
and district collected. "There are great changes in 
the town since the beginning of this century and 
changes are taking place every day. All these changes 
are the weave of our history-a history well worth 
preserving." , 

Rev. P. J. Brophy, Vice-President, said he could 
remember people shaking their heads when the 
Society was formed, but the O.C.S. has continued 
the interest in history with pleasure and enjoyment. 
The outings were one of the secrets of the Society's 
success. One of the big aims should be to provide 
a book that would help people to bring themselves 
up to date with local history. "I would like to see 

OUR COVER PICTURE 

the Society appoint an editor who would collect 
2 1 articles from Carloviana, which would provide 
a continuous history of Carlow. There is a challenge 
in this, but the Society has flourished on challenges. 
This history would be a tremendous help to the 
people of the area." 

Mr. Aidan Murray paid tribute to many of the 
people who guided the Society through the years. 
He paid tribute to Fr. Brophy, who was one of the 
four people, who formed the Society, twenty-one 
years ago. The others were Mr. L. D. Bergin, 
Managing Editor, 'The Nationalist', Mr. John Ellis 
and himself. The Society grew out of a chance meet
ing in 'The Nationalist office, and a document was 
issued entitled "Old Carlow" calling a meeting in 
the Town Hall on April 1, 1946. Among others who 
helped in the early days were Mr. Tom Walsh, N.T., 
who edited Carloviana for a time; Mr. Bergin was 
the editor who changed the format of Carloviana; 
Mr. Victor Hadden, a perfectionist, who with Miss 
M. T.. Kelly, had handled the journal in a most 
efficient manner. 

Among the many contributors who must be re
membered were Rt. Rev. Mgr. Miller, P.P., New
bridge, who as chairman, in the formative years, 
guided the Society as well as writing for the journal. 
Others were V. Rev. P. McSuibhne, P.P., Kildare; 
the late Ven. Archdeacon Ridgeway;, the late Mr. 
B. O'Neill, who fostered an interest in the Society 
especially among the youth, and the Co. Librarian, 
Miss Iona McLeod. As Fr. Brophy had said, a 
special tribute must be paid to Miss A. Tracey, 
who made many brilliant contributions, and who 
was always ready "to step into the breach". Mr. 
Murray said they were all glad to see Mrs. M. 
O'Neill there that night, and welcomed her as one 
who gave some excellent papers to the members. 
He sincerely hoped the Society would continue to 
prosper. 

is a view of Burrin Street taken about ten years ago by Mr. Donal Godfrey, where 
now stands the new Post Office and the entrance to Kennedy Avenue. Worth noting 
is the complete absence of parked cars in the street, quite a contrast with the 
situation as it exists today. 
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OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 
The Editors would be interested to hear from anyone who has old photographs 

of Carlow and District, no matter how faded or uninteresting these may appear to 
be. Such photographs sometimes print surprisingly good and may be invaluable 
when used as illustrations for some article we are considering for- the Journal. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 

H A v E Y o u any special memories of 1946? 
I have a few-limited and instantaneous. I 
recall little of its spring, and have few if any 

recollections of its summer days. But sharp as a 
scythe comes a remembrance of the year's ending, 
with weeks of relentless cold, a wind which blew 
straight from Nova Zembla, arid snow piled high in 
fields and lanes to lie there . till the March of the 
following year. It was too, a time of rationed elec
tricity, rationed gas, and water-logged turf (we 
were a no-coal zone). We still bought our clothes 
on a limited coupon system, and knitting wool was 
hard to come by. Our tea and butter ration had · 
just been increased by an ounce or two a week, and 
out gratitude for this small mercy was pathetic. In 
Carlow town there was not yet one telephone kiosk, 
a lack which people were just begining to be vocal 
about, and private and public building was at a 
standstill. Such is a personal memory of life in the 
provinces of a neutral country one year after the 
end of a European war. 

It was in this unlikely atmosphere that four en
thusiastic and far-seeing men in Carlow were dis
cussing the formation of a society to preserve for 
future ages the folk story of our region. Time 
was flying, traditional memories were growing dim, 
people and places were passing into the dust of 
history without the benefit of local chroniclers and 
the links between past and present were already 
tenuous. As a result of this seemingly casual discus
sion a public meeting was called and thus was born 
what we now know as the Old Carlow Society. From 
the start support was whole-hearted and vigorous, 
and the quality of the papers read, and lectures 
delivered then and ever since is evidence of how 
much we might have lost had such native genius 
gone unchannelled. 

OUR TWENTY-FIRST 

And so in October of 1967 we proudly celebrat
ed the 21st birthday of "Old Carlow" and drank 
to the health of its founders and first committee 
members, and to the growth and expansion of the 
society and its interests. The ceremonial cutting of 
the birthday cake was performed by Mrs. O'Neill, 
widow of Bernard O'Neill, who had been an Honor-

· by M. Smyth 

ary Life President, and one of the Society's most 
valuable contributors. Other members of the original 
committee whom we were happy to see at the cele
brations were Fr. P. J. Brophy, Miss Iona MacLeod 
and Miss Maureen Doyle. Our grateful thoughts 
went out to Rt. Rev. Mgr. Miller of Newbridge, 
Fr. Peadar MacSuibhne of Kildare, Liam Bergin . 
and John Ellis who were unfortunately unable to 
be present. It was a milestone in the history of the 
Society and a tribute to those whose foresight has 
helped us to a knowledge of our home and our fore
fathers. 

A MAJOR BUILDING SCHEME 

In the field of town extension, probably the most 
important public work on hand this year is the post 
office block sited at Kennedy Avenue, and compris
ing in addition to the imposing public office the 
automatic telephone exchange, engineering head
quarters and Government buildings. All of which 
would seem to raise our status almost to the level 
of a provincial city! We have been promised com
pletion for November and if this is correct, won't 
it be lovely to dispose of our Christmas parcels where 
we post our cards. I cannot leave the subject of 
this block without mentioning in gratitude the civic 
spirit of the Post Office staff who by weekly contri
butions and voluntary off-time work transformed 
the immediate environs into a place of beauty. 
What could so easily have become another eyesore 
is now a restful corner with seats and flowerbeds
a simple example of what care and good taste can 
do. 

At Hanover, work goes on steadily on what is a 
major building scheme and will become a notable 
residential extension to the town. It will incorporate 
about 50 privately built houses in addition to those 
which the Council is building and will complete the 
southern end of the Green Lane-Kilkenny Road 
bypass. Which brings to mind the question of the 
utter chaos caused in our narrow streets by the heavy 
lorries and trailers. Let us hope that with the introduc
tion of one-way streets and better sign-posting these 
monsters will be led to their destinations by easier 
and broader routes. It is interesting in this connec
tion to reflect that our main county road from the 
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northern boundary at Knocknagee to the southern 
at Royal Oak cost, or will cost £ 16,000 a mile and 
that every mile will be. paid for from the Road Tax 
We have fine roads in our county-all honour to 
thos~ who design and maintain them. 

There is no doubt that the television production 
"When Do You Die, Friend?" succeeded in putting 
Carlow on the map for many who think only of the 
Wexford pikemen in connection with the Rising of 
1798. Here in this one-time garrison town we have 
many silent reminders of the period. But how many 
of us remember that in Graiguecullen stands the 
gravestone of 640 victims who died in the streets of 
Carlow on that May night 1 79 years ago. This year 
their memory was honoured by a group of C.B.S. 
boys who with their teachers marched there on the 
25th May and paid the tribute of a prayer to mark 
their anniversary. 

Back across the river Tom Foley of John Street 
pursues his one-man task of clearing the Old Graves 
by the Barrow side. Having established a kind of 
custodianship the Council is now ready to expend 
the sum of £700 on this work, with certain con
ditions. But Tom is adamant; he rejects the Council's 
suggestion that maintenance of the graveyard will 
be possible only if the headstones are removed and 
placed round the walls. In an impassioned plea he 
asks that the stones be left where they are, and says 
he will get on with his labour of love. While appre
ciating the technical difficulties of the bulldozer 
crew, one is inclined to agree with Tom. 

FIRST PARADE 

Carlow's first St. Patrick's Day Parade will be re
membered as a highlight of 1967. The day was 
bright and breezy and it was a proud moment when 
the colour party from Carlow F.C.A. and a rifle 
unit under Lieut. Hynes led the procession from 
the Fair Green on an extended march through the 
town, attended by three bands and by representa
tive vehicles of practically every firm and industry 
in the town. Such events do much to promote a 
feeling of pride and solidarity, and the organisers 
deserve our thanks and congratulations. 

Similarly our congratulations go to one of the 
oldest organisations in the town, the Irish National 
Foresters whose delegates went across the Border in 
August to attend the annual Convention at Omagh 
and had the satisfaction of seeing two of their mem
bers elected to executive positions-Frank Hutton 
(High Sub-Chief Ranger) and Tom Dooley (Trustee). 
The Carlow branch founded over 70 years ago has 
the highest membership in the Republic and in its 
unostentatious way exemplifies its motto "self help 
and community enterprise." Very many societies in 
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the town are indebted to them for the use of their 
fine rooms--in College St. 

OUR INDUSTRIES 

Our existing industries are going strong. Big news 
of the year was the Heinz-Erin merger in March, 
which Mr. Haughey declares "put the industry on 
a very secure basis." It was inevitable that the infant 
Erin would make little headway in the keenly com
petitive market of food processing, but linked with 
the world-famous old stager Heinz, the prospects 
are at- least good. The immediate effect should be 
to increase the acreage of vegetables grown by the 
farmers. 

In November, Fr. Crowley received on behalf of 
the parish the gift of a television set from Mr. 
Gerald Kehoe of Tullow St. It was later raffled and 
the proceeds went to augment the takings from a 
grand variety concert in St. Dympna's also in aid 
of parish funds. Opinions differ as to the usefulness 
of T.V., but whatever the concensus it has now be
come part of our lives. 

Each year's round-up has noted the level of the 
town rate. This year marks its highest flight ever 
by 6 / 3 to 54 / - in the £. The social services of 1967 
must be paid for at 1967 prices. By the way, can 
you remember what Dublin St. and Tullow St. used 
to look like on Saturday night? Busy shops and 
crowded streets exuded a general air of festa. Not 
any more ! The weekday deadline is ,now 5.30 and 
on Saturdays 7.30 This is obviously to the good of 
the employees and it is just as obviously a fair 
arrangements all round. 

By the way, isn't it about time there was a speed 
limit, or one-way traffic on the Barrow track? 

Welcome news comes from Rossmore mining dis
trict where the owner Mrs .. Maria Fagan announc
ed in August the proposed opening of a new coal 
mine. which is expected to yield 22,000 tons · per 
year. Ninety men are already employed by the 
Company at Rossmore and it is hoped that this new 
shaft at Ardateggle will provide extra and continued 
employment. The same area has possibilities in 
another sphere. If analysis proves its suitability a 
special clay found there may be -used in a pottery 
making industry and the Kilkenny Workshop will 
advise on design. K. W.D. has also had a hand in the 
flaxgrowing project at present in the experimental 
stage at Qak Park Agricultural Institute. Some of 
the flax has already been processed into thread in 
Northern Ireland and woven into a very satis
factory cloth in Kilkenny. 

An entirely new industry is quietly growing in 
strength in premises on the Barrow track. There 

-the Carlow Shoe Co. under the management of 



Frank Duggan is in steady production and gradu
ally securing a foothold in the Irish market. 

I sometimes reflect that as age increases, the 
human face inevitably mirrors the ravages of time. 
But as a living town gets older its features under
go a continual process of renewal which enables 
it to confront the brave new world with composure. 
No town I know is a better example of this than 
Carlow. During the past few years major changes 
have been taking place in the principal streets, and 
this year it is even more marked. Early in the sum
mer Haddens beautiful new front revealed what 
looked like miles of window giving exciting views 
of beautifully displayed wares. Nearby, Atkinson's 

Most Rev. Dr. Keogh, who is Patron of our Society. 
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have redesigned their two shops with a very attrac
tive use of glass and wood on the fascias. Facing 
the Ritz is the immense block of Woolworth's in
distinguishable of course from its counterparts in 
Shanghai or South Bend, Indiana, but impressing 
by its very cosmopolitanism. The Bon-Bon has gone, 
replaced by a recessed and attractively lit Imco. 
The biggest architectural innovation is at the junc
tion of Dublin St. and Castle St., where Irish Life 
have erected a tall office block. The design is 
modern and unusual, the front being panelled, and 
faced in Connemara chippings. Incidentally the news
paper announcement of their opening incorpotated 
some lovely pen and ink drawings of the Carlow 
scene---of which I should very much like to own a 
few copies, or perhaps even an original ! 

A little further out of town a venerable Carlow 
institution, the centenarian Rugby Club has found 
a new home. Having acquired 11 acres at Oak Park 
they have built a magnificent club house and laid 
out at least two playing pitches. 

While one sport gets a new lease of life it i~ sad 
to have to record the demise of another. The famous 
Carlow Hunt Club has had to suspend its activities 
at least for the present season. With its wealth of 
historical associations over so many years it merits 
a fuller epitaph than I can give it here. 

BISHOP RESIGNS 

In this issue I have the unusual task of recording 
the resignation of Most Rev. Dr. Keogh from the 
See of Kildare and Leighlin-the first, Irish bishop 
to resign following the Vatican recommendation. 
He has ruled his Diocese for ·over 30 years and in 
that time despite his life of seclusion his people have 
taken him into their hearts. Our prayers and good 
wishes go to him in his retirement. 

At the same time we warmly welcome our new 
Bishop, Most Rev. Dr. Lennon. He is no stranger to 
us or we to him and he can be assured of our loyal 
prayers. 

Once again this summer we had the welcome 
French invasion-boys and girls who came here 
for a month to acquire or improve their English. Last 
year's visit was so successful that the numbers have 
more than doubled. If it is not invidious to mention 
the fact, the visit, arranged by travel agent Frank 
Tully, meant a revenue of about £3,000 to the town. 

Back home this summer too was Lelia Oliver of 
Kilkenny Rd., after 2 years voluntary work as a 
teacher in Nigeria. A Science graduate from UCD 
Lelia's courage in undertaking this hard but worth
while work is a striking example of what · today's 
young people are capable of. 

In another field a young Carlow man brought 
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J· f honour to his native town. Oliver Snoddy of the 
il, National Museum received an important award for 
;' a work of re~earch on the pre-1916 period. He 
j' already has a reputation as a poet and historian, 
I and is a well known lecturer. 
~. 
!'. In September 1966 the Blue Sisters announced 
!' their intention of closing St. Brigid's Nursing Home, 
~,:.: the only hospital in the county with operating 
~ facilities. To say that the news caused alarm and 
ii'. despondency is to underestimate the dependence 
'Ii'. which this and neighbouring counties had come to 

place on St. Brigid's, in the absence of a proper 
public hospital. However, twelve months of sustained 

, effort by Council, doctors and many other local 
bodies resulted in the good news that a Spanish 
Order, the Sisters Hospitalliers of the Sacred 
Heart had bought the Home and would re-open it 
on November 15. The new Sisters would be welcome 
in our midst at any time, but coming as they have 
done at a period of dire emergenqy we extend to 
them from our hearts the traditional cead mile failte. 
To all those who activity in the matter brought this 
happy ending to the drama, our gratitude and 
appreciation. 

The exigencies of time and space compel me to 
omit from this Round-Up any lengthy mention of 
the work being done · by the indefatigable Com
mittee of Carlow's Youth Club. With sights set as 
high as Olympus and with energy and will-power 
to match they deserve a special section to them-

selves and I think I can promise them as inuch. 
As usual, the bell has tolled this year for many 

we have known. In March, Jack Whelan of the 
Cemetery went back to rest in the place where he 
worked so devotedly. Many Carlow Societies and the 
District Nursing Association in particular lost a 
generous friend by the death in May of Mrs. Leigh
Doyle. Brother Joseph, Benedictine monk of Farn
borough Abbey, better known to us as Frank Murray 
died in December, and Paddy Fletcher, lately living 
in Abbeyleix, in August. One of our Old Carlow 
stalwarts, Captain Liam Gaffney was buried in 
January, so near his home in Killeshin, and covered 
with the flag he had served for so many years. A 
real old Carlovian, "Nanny" Nolan died in August on 
her 87th birthday-what changes she must have 
witnessed in her long life. A sudden tragic accident 
in April took from us one of the most popular men 
in the town, Harry Harbourne, Manager of the 
National Bank. They have gone their way, but they 
have each added a strand to the tapestry of our 
history. 

And so this inadequate survey of a year in the 
life story of a town comes to an end. But there is 
no halt to the story itself-things are happening all 
the time, and what is commonplace today will be 
history tomorrow. May our history be the result of 
good community spirit, of hard work and of involve
ment of all for the good of all. 

October 1967 

BALLYLOUGHAN CASTLE 
Dr. Comerford in his "Collections of K & L writes:-

TH I s stronghold which stands in the parish of 
Dunleckney, was one of great strength. _It is 
now roofless but the walls are in a good state 

of preservation. It is quanrangular having two round 
towers flanking the front which· is about 40 feet in 
width; from front to rere, 42 feet; breadth of the 
rere, 30 feet; extreme height of walls about 50 feet, 
thickness 5 feet. A flight of 14 steps conducts to the 

A WORD OF. THANKS 

second floor, which rests upon an arch; two other 
flight of steps continue the ascent. The appearance 
of the ground would indicate that the castle was 
surrounded by. a ditch. 

The castle was a stronghold of the Kavanaghs, 
and was occupied by Donagh Kavanagh, second son 
of Murtagh Ballagh, styled King of Leinster at the 
end of the 16th century. 

The Editors and the Committee of the Old Carlow Society wish to thank all 
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who have contributed in any way to this issue of Carloviana, particularly Mr. Donal 
Godfrey who has again provided us with some splendid pictures for this issue, as 
well as givirig us our cover picture, which is the nature of a historic illustration. 
They are also indebted to the support of our advertisers, without which it would 
not be possible to continue the publication of our Journal. 



CARLOW 
a hundred and thirty years ago 

(From the Dublin Penny Journal of July 26th, 1834) 

TH Is Tow N is seated on the east bank of 
the river Barrow, thirty-nine miles from Dublin; 
its ancient name was Catherlough, i.e. The 

City of the Lake, from its proximity to a large lake 
or pond which formerly existed here. 

It is not my intention to trace this town from 
its origin, through its gradual rise and progre~, 
nor even those various epochs and events which 
are entwined with and enliven its local history, but 
merely to present a slight notice or abstract of its 
present statistics. 

The town of Carlow is the emporium of the trade 
and business of this and the adjoining counties, 
chiefly on account of its advantageous and rapid 
water communication with sea-port towns of Ross 
and Waterford, and also with Dublin, a passage 
which occupies but two or three days. 

Carlow cannot be said to possess any particular 
staple trade or manufacture. The inhabitants are 
engaged in the ordinary routine of town business, 
in the various branches of industrious occupation; 
but the corn and butter trades are very extensively 
carried on - the county of Carlow being richly 
productive of these articles, which always find here 
a ready market. 

But I wish particularly to rriention its butter· 
trade, the quality of which is of the finest description 
-superior to any in Ireland, and giving precedence 
to the Dutch butter alone in the London market. 
The average of the delivery is about thirty thousand 
casks annually. 

The Barrow, to which this town is indebted for 
its origin and. increase, was anciently called Berva 
-in Irish, Bearbha; though some suppose its present 
name derived from the word Barragh, or boundary 
river, it being for some centuries the boundary 
river between the English pale and the Irish septs. 

This river, to which Denman wished that his 

style of writing would be assimilated, thus, 

«Though deep, yet clear-though gentle, yet 
not dull; 

Strong without rage-without o' erf lowing, full, 

rises in the Slieve-Bloom mountains, in the Queen's 
county, and, passing several small towns, arrives at 
Carlow, to which, as before-mentioned, it contributes 
life prosperity, and increasing commercial importance. 
It then pursues its winding and placid course, until 
it mingles its waters with its sister river, the Nore, 
near New Ross. It is navigable from Ross to Athy, 
where it meets the canal, which continues on to 
Dublin : reckoning from its source, it runs in its 
whole course a distance of about one hundred and 
twenty miles. 

Carlow is rapidly progressing of late years - it 
is extending its limits on all sides - new streets 
being added, one in particular, now laying out for 
erection of private houses, will, if finished according 
to the plan at present intended, be one of its 
greatest ornaments. The public buildings are in 
numb~r suitable to the size of the town : amongst 
them: the new cathedral for Roman Catholic worship 
claims pre-eminence, for the beauty of its style and 
architecture; a new courthouse; a new jail; a lunatic 
asylum, also a modern building, laid out on an 
extensive scale, for the reception of about one 
hundred and twenty patients, from the counties of 
Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, and Kildare; the 
college, of which there is a view given in your 
14th Number, a fine Protestant Church, also one 
house of worship for Presbyterians; one for Method
ists, and another for Quakers; a large horse-barrack, 
infirmary, dispensary, etc.; three public free schools, 
and in Graigue , (which might be said to be part 
of the town, although in a different county, being 
connected by Wellington Bridge) there is a handsome 
Protestant Church, and a Roman Catholic chapel. 
But in mentioning the modern buildings of Carlow, 
let us not pass unnoticed and neglected the dilapi-
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dated remains of "the days of other years". The 
old castle then, "nobly picturesque of former 
greatness", claims our attention, and deserves a place 
in your Journal among the antiquities of Ireland. 
But, indeed, with the exception of this castle, this 
town does not possess any thing worthy the eye 
of the antiquary - no monastic ruin - no monu
ment of bye-gone times. 

There was a fine abbey founded here in the 
seventh century, a trace of which no longer remains. 

The population of Carlow at present is about 
eleven thousand persons, and contains thirty streets 
and lanes, and above twelve hundred houses; though 
in the recollection of a person, not long since 
deceased, the town was not more than one fourth 
its present extent. Carlow returned two members to 
the Irish parliament, and sends one now to the 
British legislature. There were three charters granted 

to Carlow - one by James the First, one by Charles 
the Second, and a third by James the Second. 

A poem entitled Mount Leinster, etc., has the 
following lines _relative to this town : 

"Where Carlow's undulating fields extend, 
Whose varied shades in sweet disorder blend; 
Mid which the raptured eye delights to stray, 
And dwells, though oft reviewed, 'With fond delay,. 
On wood, on tillage, or on pasture green, 
Or seeks the Barrow through the lengthened scene: 
Fair stream ! whose placid waters glide 
In winding course, a gentle tide; 
As through thy own green vales they stray, 
And flow, untired, their ceaseless way: 
Still, as the parent main they join, 
Drawn from thy streams new rills combine; 
Thence nature's course unerring keep, 
Thy source the clouds, thy home the deep ! " 

(The above was contributed to the Society 'by the late Mr. Bernard O'Neill, M.Sc.) 

HIGH CROSS. AT MOONE 
In view of the recent controversy regarding the removal of this Cross to an exhibition in Dublin, the 

fallowing should be of interest. 

THE HIGH Cross of Moone stands to the 
South of the old Abbey Church. It once stood 
a little more to the east and nearer the church 

wall. It is of granite, and must have imported 
from a granite district, the nearest being Castleder
mot. The height of the Cross is 17 ft. 6 ins., but 
the roofing stone, probably another 12 ins., has not 
been found. The Cross is 4 ft. across the arms. There 
are in all· 5 I panels on the faces and sides of the 
Cross. · 

How long since the Cross stood in its original site, 
or how long it was lost· is unknown. It was found 
about the year I 835 by a local mason named Michael 
O'Shaughnessey, who was drawing stones for building 
purposes. While thus at work at the South East of 
the Abbey Church, where the square tower formerly 
stood, he discovered the base and head of a Celtic 
Cross, richly carved, lying deeply buried under a 
heap of fallen masonry. The then owner of Moone 
Abbey House, Mr. Yates, had these two portions 
fixed together and set on a solid foundation in their 
present position. A picture of the Cross as it then 
stood is to be found in Henry O'Neill's work on 
the High Crosses_ of Ireland. 

It was not till the year 1875 or '76 that in making 
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a grave for a man named Kelly, close to where the 
head and base were found, the remammg portion 
of the shaft was dug up. Since then this portion, 
measuring d· ft. in length, had rested against a 
neighbouring head-stone till the year 1893, when 
it was successfully placed in its original position. As 
the operation was a most delicate one great credit 
is due to the local masons who carried it through.· 
They were Daniel, William and Stephen, sons of 
the old Michael O'Shaughnessey who himself was 
present to see completed a work he commenced some 
forty years previously. The Cross, now standing over 
1 7 ft. in height, and with the top capping stone alone 
missing, ranks as the finest specimen of its kind in 
Ireland. 

The restoration ·of the Cross in its present condition 
was commenced on March 28th, 1893, and by April 
the 2nd the new section had been inserted and the 
work completed. The total cost of the restoration 
was £8-7s. towards which the Kildare Archaeological 
Society contributed £5, the balance being met by 
F. M. Carroll, Esq., of Moone Abbey House. 

(This is an extract from MSS which the late Rev. 
Wm. Farrell, a native of Rathvilly, wrote. The late 
Miss A. M. Kelly of Moone had the original). 



SOCIETY'S EVENING OUT ING IN 1946 TO KILKEA 

The above photograph was taken at Kilkea Castle on the first evening outing of the' Society in 1946. Included in it 
are Mr. H. Fennell, the present Chairman of the Society; Mr. L. D. Bergin, Life Vice-President; V. Rev. P. Mac 
Suibhne, P:-P., Kildare, do.; Mr. J. F. Dillon, then Treasurer; Mr. Ml. Doyle; Miss I. McLeod; Miss M. Doyle; 
Mr. E. Chelmar, as well as the late Mr. E. Boake (whose cousin took the photo); Mr. D. Fenlon, Mr. B. O'Neill, 

Ven. Archdeacon Ridgeway, Mr. J. Fitzgerald and Mr. F. Donnelly. 

THEY FIRST AROSE • • • 

I
T 1s a first principle in history to accept none 
but positive evidence and to depend especially 
on the evidence of documents. But for how few 

of us alas, would history of this kind make compul
sive reading today. And that is just what Mr. Nolan 
has given us in his fascinating story of Ned Hickey 

· of Ballon. He has taken the bones of history and 
woven over them the magical threads of tradition, 
imagination, romance and enthusiasm. 

We have here a compelling story of the "bad 
years" in our own country's history, life under harsh 
penal laws, ending in the abortive rebellion of '98, 
told with an ease and familiarity that almost sug
gests an authentic document of the period. The 
style too, is limpid and dignified, sustaining this il
lusion of authenticity and reminding one constantly 
of Scott or Stevenson. 

But Mr. Nolan's interests are not confined to Irish 

' 

history. His hero Ned Hickey takes an active part in 
the American War of Independence, and here the 
locale ranges in campaigns from New. York to York
town where the British surrendered in 1 78 I. 

This brief account cannot possibly convey the 
charm of the book. Perhaps for the Carlow reader 
this lies largely in the familiarity of the scene-the 
story happened in the very streets and roads we 
travel today. The houses and bridges and villages 
which Ned Hickey tells us of, are mute witnesses of 
a period. 

The congratulations of the Old Carlow Society are 
due to a Carlow man who · has made such a dis
tinguished contribution to the work which the society 
in a much smaller way, is trying to foster. -M.S. 

They First Arose, a historical novel by William 
- Nolan. Printed by the "Leinster Leader" Ltd. 
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Secretary's Report for year 

T HE FINAL success of Our Society depends on 
the activities of the members. It is not suffici
ent that members watch and wait. They must 

be up and doing, actively engaged in the job of 
gathering information, writing papers and adding to 
those written records which we must regard as our 
capital achievement.' These cogent words of advice 
to members, written by Mr. L. D. Bergin in the first 
issue of- Carloviana, are as strong today as when 
they were penned 2 I years ago. 

At the first committee meeting on May 7th, 1946, 
Mr.· J. F. Dillon, first Hon. Treasurer, reported he 
had £2-rn-o on hand. On the 18th June there were 
67 paid members. On 28th October, rn6 members. 
By January 1947 there were 122 members. At the 
first annual general meeting there were I 36 paid 
members. The membership was steadily increasing. 
These numbers have remained much the same 
during the succeeding 21 years. 

Since those early days we have expanded our ac
tivities. We have had various distinguished speakers 
to lecture to the members and their friends. Dr. 
Charles Petrie; Most Rev. Dr. Simms, Archbishop of 
Dublin; Rt. Rev. H. McAdoo, Bishop of Ossory, 
Ferns and Leighlin, who lectured on the Cathedral of 
St. Canice, Kilkenny, illustrated with slides. 

Our summer outings have been more ambitious, 
and on several occasions we have joined forces with 
the neighbouring societies of Wexford, Ross and 
Kilkenny. 

These outings are the highlight of the society's 
summer activities and are eagerly looked forward to 
by all the members. 

The society's finances are sound thanks to the 
work of the Hon. Treasurers during their years of 
office. For the record, in the 2 I years the society 
has had only five Hon. Treasurers. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The 2 I st Annual General Meeting was held in the 
Forresters Hall on Thursday, 27th April, 1967. Mr. 
H. Fennell agreed after strong representation to 
continue as Chairman. He thanked the members for 
their help and co-operation. Mrs. W. J. Fenlon, in a 
letter to the Chairman, tendered her resignation as 
Honorary Secretary. She had been .joint Hon. 
Secretary for the past 8 years. Miss Kelly also said 
she would like to be relieved of her work. Mr. Sean 
O'Leary, N.T., was elected to take over Mrs. 
Fenlon's work. As no member was prepared to take 

Miss Kelly's place, she agreed, under great pressure, 
to continue for another year. 

Mr. W. V. Hadden, in a letter, regretted his in
ability to attend the A.G.M. and asked that he be 
relieved of the Editorship of "Carloviana.'' It was 
decided that Mr. John Ellis be asked to take over the 
Editor's work. Miss Kelly agreed to continue with 
this arrangement. Many tributes were paid by the 
members to the work of Mr. Hadden <!.S Editor for 
the past IO years; and also his work for the society 
in general. Tributes were also paid to Mrs. Fenlon, 
who had resigned as joint Hon. Secretary, and to 
Miss Maureen Doyle, who had been a member of 
the committee since the foundation of the society. 

ANNUAL OUTING 

On Sunday, I 1th June, the society held its Annual 
Outing to Dublin. They were welcomed at the Civic 
Museum by Mr. F. Dixon, President of the Old 
Dublin Society. Mr. M. J. Tutty, Hon. Secretary, 
took the members on a tour of St. Patrick's Cathed
ral and precincts, St. Audeon's Arch and Churches, 
The Tailors Hall and St. Patrick's Hospital, where 
a collection of paintings and exhibits . dealing with 
the life of Dean Swift, who founded the hospital, 
were shown to the members by the Matron. 

SUMMER AFTERNOON OUTINGS 

On Sunday, 16th July, a combined outing with 
the Old Wexford Society, covering South Carlow, 
Clogrennane and Old Leighlin. Mr. E. Brophy, B.A., 
N.T., and Mr. B. Kealy, B.A., gave talks at Killough
trane, Burgage. Mrs. S. A. Fitzmaurice gave a de
tailed talk at Clogrennane on the Butlers and Carews. 
After tea in Leighlinbridge the party visited St. 
Lazerian's Cathedral, where they were met by the 

. Rev. Dean Bolton, M.A., who personally conducted 
the tour of the Cathedral. Despite the very incle
ment weather, both Wexford and Carlow members 
were delighted with arrangements for the outing. 

Over sixty members travelled to Celbridge on 
Sunday, 28th August, to visit Castletown House. 
Miss Bayliss Burns, an art student, acted as guide. 
The visitors admired the I 8th_ century ceilings and 
plasterwork designed by the famous Italian Francini 
brothers. A{ter Castletown the party left for the 
museum in Maynooth College. 

Continued page 26 
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WHEN WE STEPPED-TOGETHER 

• 
Hugh Clifton remembers the Carlow Volupteers 

ON A May morning of 1914 when I told my 
parents I'd joined the corps of Irish Volun
teers formed in Carlow the previous night, 

mother-a born pacifist-naturally demurred, but 
dad-born strategist-signalled silent approval (his 
military pension kept the wolf from the· door even 
if he-like most of Ireland-were ardent fans of 
John Redmond's Parliamentary Party). Still, he may 
have been recalling another May morning when his 
rural grand-parents were entering the town of Car
low in their pony and cart, and as great-grandma 
was opening their umbrella against a sudden rain 
shower, came a burst of gun-fire, with one shot 
peppering the ~amp, whereupon her husband franti
cally turned the pony's head, and they galloped 
homewards, shopping expedition frustrated. To be 
told later it was the morn of Carlow's '98 Rising, 
in which William Farrell, hero of the drama "When 
Do You Die, Friend?" (staged by R.T.E.), figured 
and my father sometimes talked about this scholarly 
old man who sat in the porter's lodge at the local 
Mental Institution, and who loved to quiz dad and 
his teenage contemporaries on the classics and 
kindred subjects. 

But to return to 1914 :-
Our corps had been inaugurated by The O'Rahilly, 

handsome, moustached, of soldierly bearing. He 
apologised for the unavoidable absence of Sir 
Roger Casement, hero of the Congo and Putamayo. 
We learned the reasons for the inception of the 
Volunteer movement the previous November, and 
what was happening in Ulster where the anti-Home 
Rulers encouraged by Carson, Bonar Law and 
'Galloper' Smith (subsequently Lord Birkinhead), 
after a period of drilling and marching, had been 
co-ordinated into a military force, and, unhindered 
by the authorities, had landed arms at Lame. He 
also related what had occurred at the Curragh, with 
British officers threatening to resign if ordered 
North. 

Another speaker, I think it was Father Burbage, 
told us that Ireland would have escaped the horrors 
of '98 and debasement of 1800, had she retained her 

National Volunteers; that Carson had taught the 
Irish Nation a lesson for he'd realised what the Old 
Volunteers of Ulster and Ireland had accomplished, 
and so had formed a similar movement on sec
tional lines, . a movement which had made the 
Imperial Government wobble. 

After the meeting, a big number of those present, 
signed the enrolment form, which read :- "I, the 
undersigned, desire to be enrolled in the Irish 
Volunteers, formed to maintain the rights and liber
ties common to all the people of Ireland, without 
distinction of creed, class or politics", and like the 
majority of new recruits no doubt, I joined-up 
believing that the movement would be the weapon 
which would enable the Irish Parliamentary Party 
to demand the full Home Rule Bill, and nothing 
less. 

The months that followed were some of the hap
piest of my young manhood. It was a lovely summer, 
in spite of the war clouds gathering over Europe. We 
drilled in the Fair Green, our instructors, ex-army 
men, and names like Kelly, Fitzpatrick, Farrell and 
Carey come to mind in this connection. The first 
mentioned (Christian name Paddy-I think) was 
my company leader. I en joyed his military relations 
with us-so efficient, patient, cheerful. He'd keep 
us at if for a couple of hours, drilling, marching, 
extending, closing, wheeling, etc. We didn't always 
do it as easily as it reads, but when his recruits got 
mixed-up he'd patiently disentangle them and per
severe until the welcome "Stand-Easy" But all our 

_ leaders were popularising the new movement in 
Carlow, and one of its chief supporters was Mr. 
Michael Governey, ever ready to lend a hand in 
anything making for the political, social or economic 
betterment of the Irish nation. 

From the new life worthwhile qualities, new or 
improved, evolved, for example - amenability to 
discipline, love of outdoor exercise, a manly bear
ing, and the comradeship of stepping-together 
"without distinction of creed, class or politics." True, 
our guns were but wooden ones; bandoleers de
void of ammunition (that made even my mother 



happy). The drill ground was alongside military 
barracks occupied by a British Signalling Company 
and if our awkward responses underneath their 
windows to the efficient directions of Paddy Kelly 
and Co. sometimes raised eyebrows, I never once 
heard derogatory comments from these Britishers. 
Policemen too occasionally watched, proverbially in
scrutable. 

I loved the route marching, especially when 
headed by the Carlow Workmen's Club Brass Band, 
and as our corps, 500 strong, marched to the strains 
of "A Nation Once Again", etc., so that the roads 
around Carlow became-to me-as lovely as "The 
Roads Around Rathoe" were to that exile in the 
famous monologue of another Carlovian. 

Yes, those were stirring times, for, as our local 
newspaper captioned :-"The Nation is Drilling". 
And the crowning stimulus was produced by the 
Howth gun-running of 26th July, 1914 when the 
Dublin Volunteers, eluding police and military, got 
guns into the city. And a few days later, came the 
landing of more guns at Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow. But 

what were 1,500 guns among a national Volunteer 
force numbering anything from 160,000 to 200,000 
men? 

World War I erupted and in September, 1914 
a hamstrung Home Rule Act was placed on Statute 
Book, Prime Minister Asquith announcing that 
Ulster wouldn't be coerced. Redmond's speech at 
Woodenbridge in same month split the Irish Volun
teers, and as about 11,000 of the Volunteers 
considered their only duty was to Ireland, they 
formed a new movement which ultimately gained 
independence for "Three of the Four Fields of Ire
land". The remainder of the Volunteers sided with 
John Redmond, great numbers of them enlisted in 
British forces, actuated, no doubt, by sympathy for 
'Little Belgium' or hoping perhaps that their actior
would in due course produce happier results vis-2 
vis the Ulster Orangemen. 

As I was one of such, may I close with the plea 
that, in present ecumenical times especially, we 
should think kindly of ALL those Irish Volunteers 
who stepped-together more than fifty years ago. 

Secretary,s Report ( continued) 

Tea followed at Robertstown, where Rev. P. J. 
Murphy met and welcomed the members. Fr. 
Murphy gave a short talk on the history of this 
famous fly-boat hotel on the canal. The outing ended 
with a visit to Ballyteague Castle to view the private 
collection of arms, armour, coins, etc., owned by Mr. 
Thomas Hendy. 

LECTURES 

On February 23rd Mr. Kevin Danaher from the 
Irish Folk-lore Commission gave a lecture in the 
Function Room, Royal Hotel, on "Folk Dress and 
National Costume," sponsored by the society. A 
fine showing of coloured slides, mainly dealing with 
the historical and religious past of the City of Ghent 
was given by Mr. A. W. Ager in the Royal Hotel 
on Thursday, 12th October. Mr. A. Burns paid tri
bute to Mr. Ager's qualities as a tourist ambassador 
for Belgium with his camera and lectures. The society 
is indebted to Mrs. B. Fitzmaurice for making all 
the arrangements for this lecture and to Mr. Donal 
Godfrey for showing the coloured slides. 

• 

PAPERS 

On Thursday, January 26th, Mr. W. Kelly read 
his detailed and interesting paper on Clonmore and 
the McCalls. There was a full attendance of mem
bers. 

Rev. Fr. Prendergast came on Thursday, 30th 
March, to give a falk on "The Luggacurran Evic
tions." Several descendants of those evicted ten
ants from this area were present to hear the Rev. 
speaker's detailed account of that tragic period in 
our country's history. 

INDOOR SESSION 

On November 16th, Mr. W. Nolan, Ballon, gave 
a talk and reading from his novel, "They First 
Arose." The book has received great praise from all 
the critics. 

December 16th. A paper on "Barrow Navigation", 
written by T. P. Walsh, N.T., will be read by Mr. 
Sean O'Leary, N.T . 



A LAOIS POET 

by W. L. O'Kelly 

I s u P P o s E it may be said that I am the 
chronicler of forgotten Laois poets, but even at 
this risk I will endeavour to give an account of 

a Laois poet, who lived m Carlow for the first 
quarter of this century. 

What makes a poet? The proverb says-a poet 
is born, not made. With that in mind let us look at 
a "born poet." And the one I have in mind was 
born in Doonane, Co. Laois in the year I 888, the 
late William O'Neill. He received his early education 
in Fairymount School, and there he evidenced a 
great taste for reading. Shortly after leaving school 
he came to Carlow and was apprenticed to the 
grocery business with a Mr. John McDonald, who 
then owned the premises in Tullow St. at the corner 
of College St., now occupied by Mr. M. J. Delaney. 
On the completion of. his , apprenticeship he took 
up a position with Mr. William Bergin in Dublin 
St. Life as a grocer's assistant must not have been 
to the taste of this sensitive man, for some short 
time later h~ joined the staff of The Nationalist 
and Leinster Times as accountant and business 
manager. Here he appears to have had more scope 
to develop his literary tastes, and he began con
tributing verses to the journal on which he worked. 
Some of his patriotic poems were published in 
American papers. I believe that some of his work 
remained in manuscript form, and was never pub
lished, which was a great pity. He always wrote 
under the pen-name "Slievemargy" and in 1903 
published a little volume entitled "Lays of Laois." 
One of his poems "Transplanted" from this little 
book was included by Rev. Fr. Browne, S.J., in 
his anthology of "Irish Ballad Poetry." This poem' 
deals with the transplanting of some of the Seven 
Septs of Laois during the reign of James I. These 
clans, notably the O'Moores and O'Lalors, were 
banished to the wilds of Kerry to make room for the 
English planters. The following verses from the 
poem are the thoughts of one of those banished 
Gaels:-

Among the wilds of Kerry when night is on the 
peaks, 

And but the curlews waken the silence of the Reeks, 
I listen to the slogan that stirred the glens afar 
When Laois was Eire's vanguard and youth 

glowed like a star. 

But vain I wait and listen for Rory Oge is dead 
And in the halls of Dunamaise a Saxon reigns 

instead 
And o'er his fruitful acres a stranger now is lord. 
Where since the days of Cucorb a proud O;Moore 

kept ward. 

(The Cucorb referred to in the poem was king 
of the Leinstermen in the second century A.D., and 
for their help in his wars with invading Munstermen, 
conferred on Luaighaidh and his people the land of 
the Seven Septs, which was afterwards called 
Laoighis). 

The book contains many more fine ballads and 
poems, such as "By Barrow's Banks" and "Watching 
and Waiting," as well as a beautiful little sonnet 
"At Sunset Hour." 

William O'Neill was no mean poet and was one 
who took great care with his work to express har
moniously and distinctly the emotions that stirred 
him. All his poems were intensely patriotic and 
bore testimony to his great love of country, and 
also his interest in the efforts theB being made to 
foster the native tongue, as many of them are freely 
interspersed with Irish. 

Owing to failing health Mr. O'Neill resigned from 
his position with The Nationalist and devoted his 
time to the bakery business he had established in 
the premises later occupied by Miss Walsh in Tullow 
St., and now the office of the White Star Laundry. 

He was a man of retiring disposition, deeply 
religious and imbued with a great love of country; 
as one person who knew him intimately said : " He 
was more suitable for the cloister than for the work
a-day world." 

He died, in the year 1923, and was buried in 
Doonane Cemetery. Ar dheis De go raibh a anam. 



THIRTY YEARS AGO • • • 

These pictures were published in 
a little booklet "Guide to Co. Car
low", issued by Mr. P. C. Reddy 
and the late Mr. Leo O'Brien in 
1938, in an effort to promote cycling 
tourism in the county and district. 
The guide was well supported by 
the traders of the county and had 
a wide circulation. 

So well was the effort supported 
that the authors were able to send 
a free copy of the booklet to most 
cycling clubs in Ireland and Eng
land. 

Above: 
Boy scouts camp in 
Killeshin. 

Left: 
Aghade Bridge. 

Right: 
Stepping Stones at 
Dereen. 

Bottom left : 
Lombardy Poplars 
on road to Borris. 

Bottom right : 
A sce:1.e in 
Castletown. 
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Stone Fort at Rath gall 
by Alic~ Tracey 

R E c E N T LY an E.C.A. tourist expert, Mr. 
Christenberry, visiting Ireland, made a refer
ence to the fact that places of ancient and 

historic interest here are inadequately marked, and 
said he did not know of anything in Ireland that 
would serve as a greater magnet to tourists, and 
there should be a campaign throughout the country 
to bring these places to the notice of visitors. 

This evoked a comment in the press to the effect 
that if the Irish people had no way of finding 
ancient monuments and historic places it would be 
difficult to direct tourists to them. This of course 
has a reference to inadequate sign-posting, but saying 
we had no way of finding these places was no 
answer. 

Each and every one should know the places 0f 
historic interest in his own neighbourhood, at any 
rate, and that, not merely for the benefit of tourists, 
great national asset though they are. 

Up and down all over the country we have forts, 
crannogs, burial mounds, dolmens and all the rest, 
without stint. Why, the number of earthen and stone 
forts alone is estimated to be anything from 30,000 

to over 40,000, varying very much in size, of course. 

FOUNT OF INFORMATION 

Practically my sole fount of information regarding 
Rathgall is from two papers written by Mr. Goddard 
H. Orpen for the R.I.A.S., the first in 1911 and the 
other two years later. 

In his introductory remarks to the former he 
expects his listeners to be as surpised as he himself 
had been, some little time previously, to learn of 
the existence of this stone fort in South West 
Wicklow. 

He does no more ig this paper than give a 
description of the fort in detail, and tells of his 
work of inspecting it. 

In his second paper he tells' the result of his 
researches in old MSS during the intervening two 
years, and he had arrived at a theory which he 
proceeds to present. 

He considered that the R.I.A.S. should initiate 
further research in all the ancient MSS available, 
and by excavation in the fort itself, in an endeavour 
to throw light on its history. 

I will quote largely from these two papers, but 
-r must warn you that Dr. T. F. O'Rahilly repudiates 
Orpen's theories in his book "Early Irish History 
and Mythology" (1946). 

O'Rahilly dismisses Rathgall with the terse com
ment : "This is a place concerning which there are 
no traditions in our literature and whose name 1s 
not attested in any Irish document." 

WHERE RATHGALL IS 

Geographically Rathgall, or the Ring of the Ra' 
as it is known locally, lies on the Carlow-Wicklow 
border, on the Wicklow side, in the townland of 
Ratheast, and in the parish of Kilcolman, and about 
three miles east of the town of Tullow. 

The Ordinance Surveyors gave it scant notice, 
and it is briefly described in the name book as being 
a very large Ra!h in the townland of Ratheast. 

The name Rathgall may be translated as the Rath 
of the Strangers, or as it is often pronounced locally 
Rathgal (Rathgael), the bright rath, from the light 
granite stones of which it is composed. 

The fort consists of four roughly concentric ram
parts, enclosing about eighteen acres. 

I now quote Mr. Orpen : "The innermost rampart 
is a dry built wall composed of rough granite stones 
of no very great size, at present about 8 feet, 6 
inches high and for three-quarters of the circuit 
about 18 feet wide at the bottom and 14 feet wide 
at the top. It is nearly circular in plan and has one 
opening, and the space enclosed has a diameter of 
150 feet. The second rampart, 30 to 50 paces from 
the first, is also dry-built on the inner side, but faced 
with large stones set in earth on the outer side, with 
a filling between the two faces. It is about 14 feet 
wide on top and 1 1 feet high on the outside, and 
there appear to have been four gates or openings in 
it. The third rampart is only about 40 feet from 
the second with a shallow ditch between. The stones 
that remain are of large size, but-the height seldom 
exceeds 5 feet though the width is in places 14 feet. 

"The second and third ramparts with the inter
vening ditch must have formed the principal defence 
of the fortress. The fourth rampart is in general 
about 100 yards from the third. It consists of earth 
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faced with fairly large stones, and is in general 
about 7 or 8 feet high and Io feet thick. 

THE NAME RATHGALL 

"Following usage, I call this great structure a 
fort, but I regard it as a primitive oppidum munitum. 

" About 200 yards to the North are the remains 
of another large fort, embracing about 8-!- acres, 
with evident traces of a second rampart at a little 
distance outside, and about 200 yards to the East 
of Rathgall adjoining the road on the North is a 
rude stone circle. ' This,' I was told, ' was the place 
where the King of Leinster was buried'." 

To revert now to the name "Rathgall," Mr. 
Orpen is of the opinion that the fort can be identified 
with Dun Galion, and Dun Galion was probably 
the large inland town marked on Ptolemy's map 

of Ireland, the Latin name of which was Dunum. 
(Incidentally Orpen gives the Greek name which 
appeared on the map, but that is rather beyond my 
powers of translation!) 

Who built Rathgall or Dun Galion? When was 
it built? To these questions we might well add 
another. Who occupied it? 

The first question must remain unanswered. The 
answer to the second is the vague guess that it was 
built long before the dawn of the Christian Era. 

I think that we should try and get the proper 
authorities interested - it seems a shame that such 
a place should not be cared for as an ancient monu
ment. It is not really in our county, but as far as 
I know, Wicklow has not a society such as ours, and 
at any rate in such an important matter county 
boundaries should not be considered. 

AN IRISHMAN LOOKS AT CIVIL WAR 

THE FOLLOWING vivid account of a phase 
of the American Civil War is given in an 
extract from letter written to Thomas Dunny, 

Esq., of Sleaty by his brother, Patrick, and dated 
Philadelphia, October 22nd, 1861. 

"This country is in a sad state at present. I heard 
of war since I was able to understand anything but 
never had the luck to be so near it before. Now 
nothing else is thought of but war. There was hardly 
anything done since the Battle of Bull Run but re
organising the Army until a couple of weeks ago. 
Since then they made two forward movements into 
the rebel country, driving the rebel pickets before 
them. Our Commanding General - a good Irish 
name McClellan-is working very cautiously but 
surely. He is determined and says he will have no 
more Bull Run affairs. I expect soon to have some 
stirring news to send you. 

"I suppose you heard all ;;ibout the Bull Run fight 
where thousands of fine fellows fell-more than ever 

- will be heard of. But one thing I know you heard 
nothing of, which is grievous to every Irishman. Two 
Irish regiments met on that dreadful battle-field
one the 6gth of New York-a nobler set of men there 
was not in the world, with the gallant Corcoran 
and Meagher at their head. They carried the green 
flag of Erin all day proudly through showers of 
bullets. The other Irish regiment was from Louisiana 
and I suppose as good Irish as anyone and with as 
much love for Ireland. They opposed the 6gth all 
day to try to win the poor green flag. They took it 

four times, but four times they had to give it up 
with severe loss to their ranks. There were more 
lives lost over that flag than over any object on 
the field. The fourth time it was taken by the rebels 
the poor 6gth wern so worn out with fighting for 
nine hours without intermission, under an almost 
tropical sun, that they were not able to retake it. A 
man in the 6gth-a sergeant-when he saw it going 
cried out at his utmost that the flag of his coimtry 
was goin~ to the rebels. He levelled his rifle and 
shot the bearer dead. He and his company made a 
bayonet charge, rescued the flag and brought it back 
in triumph. 

"You may imagine the joy there was on their 
return home. As the rail road cars go very slowly 
through the city there was a good opportunity for 
all to see it and surely it bore the marks of having 
been to the war-all tattered and torn and riddled 
with bullets. But it will be a lasting momento to the 
men that bore it through that terrific day (the 21st 
of July 1861). 

"At present there is on the Federal side not less 
than five hundred thousand men in arms, and nearly 
the same on the rebel side and the two immense 
armies are drawn in full view of each other. Both 
sides have reconnoitering parties out and when their 
pickets meet some of either party fall by the bullets 
of the sharpshooters. On this day it is reported that 
the Federal picket was driven in by the rebels and 
the line is arrayed in battle order waiting for the 
attack. I will keep you advised of it when it does 
come." 
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Everything 

arranged lor 

Funerals 
and without 

CARPENTERS take over all the trying details of 

funerals from Relatives and Executors. Let us 

quote for " all-in " arrangements including 

CEMETERY NEWSPAPERS 

WREATHS, MEMORY CARDS, ETC. 

For the finest and most economical service in the 

unnecessary e~pense county, telephone, call or write to: 

CARPENTER BROTHERS 
FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS 

BARRACI{ STREET, CARLOW 
CB Established 1927 

'The House for all 
Home Crafts' 
.......................... 

Sea-grass, Stools, Crinothene, Wire 
Frames, Raffene, Celtic Embroid
ery, Wool, Candlewick, Cotton, 
Cane and Bases for Trays, Trans
fers, Linen, Canvas, Rug Needles, 

etc. 

* * * 
LADIES AND CHILDRENS 

OUTFITTING 

Loose Covers made to order. 

Agents for 
Singer Sewing Machines 

MOLLY CONROY 
2 Castle St., Carlow 

Phone: Carlow 41237 

OLIVERS 

* Old Established Victuallers 

FOR PRIME BEEf AND MUTTON 
' CORNED BEEF A SPECIALITY 

* J. OLIVER & SONS 
LTD. 

Carlow Phone 41108 



Steel Products Ltd. 

Manufacturers of Comet Stainless Steel Razor 

Blades and Bohemian Single-Edge Blades 

Congratulate the Old Carlow Society on attaining 
its 21st year 

KEHOE'S FOR RADIOS 

* * * 
Sole Carlow Agents for 

MURPHY AND PYE RADIO 

Philips, Pilot, Bush Models 

also stocked 

* * * 
Efficient After Sales Service 

and Repairs to all Makes 

* * * 
Servis and Electrolux Agent 

* * * 

GERALD KEHOE 
Radio and Electrical Service 

136 TULLOW ST., CARLOW 

BRADBURYS 
* * * 

High-Class Confectioner 

and Fancy Baker 

* * * 

Wedding and Christening Cakes 

a Speciality 

* * * 

TULLOW STREET 
CARLOW 
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INSIST ON 

Kellistown Fresh Eggs 
fresh daily from our farm 

Meaty, succulent chickens and fresh Eggs are sent out 
daily from BRENDAN BROPHY'S farm at Kellistown, 

Co. Carlow. 

TRADE ENQUIRIES: 

J. J. Brady, 3 Coke Lane. Phone n4531. 
F. Grogan, Pembroke, Carlow. Phone 41612 

Michael Doyle 
* * * 

Grocery and Provisions 

General Hardware 

Coal Merchant 

. * * * 

THE SHAMROCK 

71 TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 
Telephone Carlow 41847 

HAVE THIS 

WONDERFUL DAY 

RECORDED BY 



Darrers Stores 

Better Value 

Drapery and Grocery 

A. E. COLEMAN 
Motor and Cycle Dealers 

19 DUBLIN.STREET 

CARLOW 
* * * 
Dealer for 

RALEIGH CYCLES & MOPEDS 

* * * 
REPAIRS A SPECIALITY 

ACCUMULATORS CHARGED 

* * * 
Oils, Greases & Spares in Stock 

HUGH LUPUS & CO. 
RACING OFFICE 

* * * 

For Best Odds 
and Best Service 

* * * 

10 COALMARKET 

CARLOW 

Phone: Carlow 41219 

- -----~.., 
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It Pays to Shop at SHAW'S 

GENERAL DRAPERS - OUTFITTERS 

FANCY STATIONERS 

BOOT AND SHOE WAREHOUSE 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111! 

The House for Value 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

SHAW'S LTD. 
11 TULLOW STREET, . CARLOW 

PHONE 41509 

Hughes Brothers 
Monumental Works 

Carlow 
* * * 

Memorials erected in 

Marble, Limestone 

and Granite 
* * * 

All work carried out under 

Personal Supervision 

Designs & Quotations on Request 

'Grams: SHAW, CARLOW 

We are pleased to 

be· associated with 

Carloviana 

* 
Melville & Co. 

Carlow 



IT1S ECONOMICAL 
TO BURN A HIGH QUALITY WELL GRADED 

ANTHRACITE 
SUITABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF COOKERS, STOVES, CENTRAL HEATING, 

PLANTS, CORN DRYERS AND LIME BURNING KILNS 

MINED LOCALLY 
BY 

Rossmore Collieries Ltd., Carlow 
PHONE YOUR ORDERS TO CARLOW 41181 

Carlow's Leading Bakers 

and Confectioners 

* * * 
Christmas Cakes a Speciality 

Purest Ingredients only used 

* * * 

DUNNY'S 
CASTLE STREET 

CARLOW 
Phone 41151 

-M. WHITE 
M.P.S.I. 

* * * 
Veterinary & Dispensing Chemist 

* * * 
Sick Room Requisites 

* * * 
Photographic & Toilet Goods 

* * * 

39 TULLOW STREET 
CARLOW 
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Graiguecullen Corn & Coal Co. Ltd. 
Carlow. 
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Dealers in 

WHEAT OATS BARLEY MANURES 

BEST QUALITY COALS 
IIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

Enquiries Invited 

CRUISES 

HOLIDAYS 
BY AIR 

Telephone 41639 

ASK US FOR OUR 

SPECIAL BOOKLETS 

FOR FULL DETAILS 

TULL Y'S TRAVEL AGENCY 
CARLOW OR GOREY 

Phones : Carlow 41257. Gorey 27 

Telegrams: Corn Co., Carlow 

FOR BEST DRINKS 

AND GROCERIES VISIT 

THE CRYSTAL BAR· 
Proprietor: John Mc Evoy 

* * '* 
Comfortable Accommodation 

High-Class Caterrng 

Lunches, Dir,ners and Teas 

Parties catered for on short 
notice 

* * * 

Tullow St., Carlow 
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ROYAL HOTEL, C?ARLOW 
Vow,, WuLJ~ 

v~"' 7)~-7)~~ 

Vow,, p~ 

Vow.- C!l(4t F~~ 

We cater for all, to your complete satisfaction. 'Phone 41621 or 41156 

Phone 41346 

BRAMLEY'S 
62 & 63 DUBLIN STREET 

CARLOW 
Agent for ROLEX Watches 

The Fashionable Gift-

WATERFORD GLASS and 

BELLEEK CHINA 

'11 Doctors, Statesmen, Sportsmen 
and Editors SMOKE: 

G.B.D., Dr. PLUMB & K.P. PIPES 
and no wonder! they are manufactured from 
1st grade material· and give 100 per cent. 

s,atisfaction" 

* * * 
'The Thinking Man Smokes a Pipe' 

* * * 
For all Smokers' Requisites 

YOUR PORT OF CALL IS 

CIGAR DIVAN 
50 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW 

Estd. 80 years. Phone 41189 



Our printing 

all . 
;goes 1n 
)directions 
because we have a fast service, 
a reputation for quality and 
workmanship second to none. 
FINE COLOUR PRINTIN·G 
a speciality 

The Nationa I ist 
Commercial and Art Printers 

Carlow 
Telephone 41731 (2 lines} 

NOLAN'S 
CHEMISTS 

FOR ALL IIIGH-CLASS 
PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS 

* * * 
Manufacturers of the highest grade medicines. 
All the leading Brands of Ethical Pro
prietaries stocked. Local Agent for Helena 
Rubenstein's Famous Cosmetics. Sight
testing daily by fully qualified Opticians. 

FILMS DEVELOPED AND PRINTED 
QUICK SERVICE •• BEST RESULTS 

* * * 

E. J. Nolan· 
M.P.S.I., F.B.0.A., Prop., 

l, DUBLIN ST., & l, CASTLE ST., 

CARLOWi Phone: 41680 

J. J. WALL 
* * * 

MOTOR GARAGE 

and 

SERVICE STATION 

* * * 

Kilkenny Road 
Carlow 
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BUILDERS 
CARLOW 

TELEPHONE 41208 

ATHY 
TELEPHONE 21317 

CONTRACTORS 



An Old Carlow Industry 

CARLO ORANGE 

LEMONADE 

DRY GINGER 
ALE 

GRAPE FRUIT 

CIDERETTE 

MINERAL 
WATERS 

Manufactured by 

CASTLE ORANGE CORCORAN & co. 
LIMITED 

CARLOW 
Established 1827 

CARLO LEMON 

LEMON 
FLAVOURED 

SODA 

STONE BEER 

TONIC WATER 

COLA 

ORANGE CRUSII 

Phone 41849 


