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EASIER FEEDING 

HEALTHIER STOCK 

BETTER PROFIT 

by using 

BAROMIL 
COMPOUND FEEDING STUFFS 

TOPS IN _QUALITY 
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PROBLEMS 
CONVERTING TO 
SELF SERVICE? 

LET EAGLE 
SHELVE THEM 
ECONOMICALLY! 
Save money on your conversion to self-service with 
Eagle Units-lowest priced quality equipment you can 
buy. Lowest priced because it's made here in Ireland. 
You save on transport and there's no duty! 
Eagle Units soon pay for themselves. Some stores 
have increased business by as much as 150%. Value 
of purchase per customer goes up too! With Eagle 
you display goods attractively, accessibly, stimulating 

impulse sales. 
Economical to buy, quick to install, durable, important 
reasons why the demand for Eagle Units has increased 

by 100% during the year. 

EAGLE LIGHT ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 
Carlow. Phone: 41606. 

• • Eagle Units are made by one of Ireland's leading 
steel Office Furniture · and Electrical Appliance manu
facturers. 
• Quality, availability, delivery and price are just what 
you want! 
• Available in a variety of attractive finishes including 
Stelvetite-a durable plastic surface in beautiful colours 
and woodgrains. 
• Can be used as island units, free-standing or wall units. 
• Design, layout, installation services and confidential 
easy terms available. 
See how economically, quickly, Eagle can help you convert 
to self-service by filling in the coupon now. 

r.------------, 
I 

Please send me details and FREE colour brochures on I 
Eagle Equipment. 

I I I NAME ...................................................... , 

I ADDRESS, ................................................. I 
I · · I 
L:.:.:.:.·=~.:.::.:.:.:.:==:.·=·====~ 
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STATHAM (Carlow) LTD. 
MAIN FORD AND FORDSON DEALERS 

CARLOW 

(OUR MOTTO) 

100% SERVICE. 100% SATISFACTION 

Telephone 4 I 6b5 (2 lines} 

SUTTONS 
-

Supermarket 
CASTLE ST., CARLOW 

GROCERY PROVISIONS 

HARDWARE 

AT THE TOP FOR QUALITY 
AT THE BOTTOM FOR PRICE 

TOP 
HOP 
AVE 

AT 
UTTONS 

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN THE URBAN 
AREA Phone 41653 

Ring 41 123 and have all your 
iDairy Produce delivered daily 

LEIX 
Pasteurised 

Baking 

Milk DAIRY Milk, 

and Fresh 

Cream Farm Eggs 

CASTLE ST. and Butter 

CARLOW I 
I 

WE SERVE THE BEST WITH 
THE BEST 
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L. & N. TEA CO. 
83-84 Tullow St. and 4 Castle St., Carlow 

FOR ALL YOUR GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS SHOP IN OUR MODERN 
SELF-StRVICE STORES 

OFF LICENCE DEPARTMENT. BEER, WINE & SPIRITS A SPECIALITY. 

OUR GREEN & WHITE STAMPS FREE WITH EVERYTHING YOU PURCHASE 

SAVE AS YOU SPEND 

FREE DELIVERY. 

BUSY BODIES WITH 
BUSY FINGERS 

The House for all Home Cratts Is the one 
for you 

Sea-grass; Stools, Crinothene, Wire Frames, 
Raffene, Celtic Embroidery, Wool, Candle
wick, Cotton, Cane and Bases :for Trays, 
Transfers, Linen, Canvas, Rug Needles, 

- Crochet Thread, etc. 

LADIES AND CHILDRENS 
OUTFITTING 

MILLINERY MADE TO ORDER 

Agents for 
Singer Sewing Machines 

MOLLY CONROY 
MILLINER 

2 Castle St., Carlow 
Phone 41568 

Phone 41263. 

HAVE THIS 

WONDERFUL DAY 
-

RECORDED BY 



Steel Prod nets Ltd. 

Manufacturers of 

Comet Stainless Steel Razor Blades 

and 

Bohemian Single-Edge Blades 

FOR A REALLY BIG SELECTION 
OF HOUSEHOLD AND NURSERY 
FURNITURE VISIT OUR LARGE 

STORE 

There you can walk around and 
see the many designs of Modern 
Furniture. It's always a pleasure 
to help those either furnishing for 
the first time, or refurnishing. 

PLEASE ASK FOR ESTIMATES OF 
CARPETS & VENETIAN BLINDS 

P. & M. DARCY 
Drapers, House Furnishers 

33/35 TULLOW STREET 

BURNS 
College Street 

CARLOW 
Gent's Hair Stylist 
Wide range of Toilet 

Goods 
Prize-winner Mallon 
Cup Hairdressing 
Competition, Dublin, 

1952. 

First-class Proficiency 
Diploma, Academy of 
G e n t ' s Hairdressing, 

London, 1932 

ALL CUTTING 
INSTRUMENTS USED 

IN OUR SALOON 
ARE EFFECTIVELY 

STERILIZED BY 
SHORT WAVE ULTRA 
VIOLET RADIATION 
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The wheels of our industry began to turn· way back in 

and since then we've grown into one of Ireland's 
largest and most diversified engineering firms 

Thomas Thompson of Carlow 
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NO ONE KNOWS BETTER THAN 

OLD CARLOVIANS 
THAT 

W. & G. Hadden, Ltd., have carried on the family business 
for over one hundred years and, that the Carlow Branch was 
purchased from Mr. Adam Ford in 1909. Mr. Ford's pre
decessor was Mr. Luttrell, in partnership with Mr. Burgess 
of Athlone, and Mr. Luttrell's predecessor was Mr. Henry 
Banks (a grand uncle of Mr. W. H. Hadden and at one 
time Chairman of Carlow Town Commissioners) who owned 
the main part of the present business in the middle of the 

19th century. 

HADDENS 
W. & G. HADDEN LTD. CARLOW 

FOR ALL YOUR 
FIVE STAR * * * 
FOODMARKET- * * 
Tullow Street FOOTWEAR 

REQUIREMENTS 

SHOP AT 

GOVERNEY'S 
BOOT DEPOT -

CASTLE STREET 

CARLOW 

CARLOW 
HIGH-CLASS SELF SERVICE 

QUALITY . • • FRESHNESS • • • VARIETY 
SELECTION • • • CLEANLINESS • • , 

FRIENDLY SERVICE ••• VALUE , • , 
SPEEDY BUT LEISURELY SHOPPING 

BARBECUE CHICKENS. LEANEST GRADE BACON. 
HAMS, TABLE-TRIMMED PREPACKED BEEF, MUTTON, 

LAMB, PORK. FIRST TIME IN CARLOW. 

ALL PERISHABLES UNDER REFRIGERATION. LARGE 
SELECTION OF CONTINENTAL CHEESES AND 

SPECIALITIES 

FROZEN FOODS, DELICATESSEN. MORNING FRESH 
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

DELIVERY WITHIN THE URBAN AREA FREE 

PUT PLEASURE INTO YOUR SHOPPING-SHOP AT 

Five Star Foodmarket, · Carlow 
Phone: 41513 
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OUR HERITAGE 
THE Old Carlow Society has attained its majority. 

During these twenty-one years it has been guided 

by a dedicated band of faithful supporters. It is the 

hope of the Society that this great work will be 

continued. 

There are very many subjects of local history 

which could attract those anxious to delve into the 

past history of our town and county. Local history is 

the Cinderella of historical research. Our aim should 

be to enlist the help of the ordinary people, to 

encourage them to record the history, and folklore, 

that has been handed down to them, so that it shall 

not be lost. 

It is the duty of the Old Carlow Society to do all in 

its power to preserve this local lore. Most of us can 

recall tales told to us by the older generation of 

events that took place in our own districts. The 

preservation of these details should be our aim. No 

matter how short the story is, it may be a worthwhile 

addition to the pages of Carloviana. 

There is a wealth of material as yet _untouched, 

every place around us is steeped in history. Many 

Carlovians in distant lands look forward to receiving 

their copy of Carloviana. As they turn the pages they 

are carried back in time to the days of their youth. 

The pattern of our local life is rapidly changing. 

A returned Carlovian walking 01.Jr principal streets 

to-day would have to pause many times to check and 

pin-point the sites of many houses and businesses 

he knew so well in the past. 

(This editorial has been contributed by Miss M. T. 

Kelly, former Joint Editor of Carloviana.) 
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Carlow Post Office at corner of Dublin St. and Centaur St., 

Around the turn of the century. 



Carlow Post Office 

I 
N 1878 records show that the staff of Carlow 
Post Office consisted of the Postmaster-who 
was then Richard Tennant-5 clerks, I I postmen 

and I messenger. 
Official Records m regard to the premises used 

as a post office before 1886-if there were any such 
records-are not available. 

The General Post Office of Ireland was establish
ed by Act of Parliament in I 784, and previous to 
then, and for many years afterwards, Postmasterships 
of those places where such posts were considered to 
be warranted were awarded by contract or, per
haps, by favour. Such officials had to provide pre
mises, furniture, etc., and employ such staff or as
sistance they may need to carry out the services and 
make payment out of their own pockets whether or 
not they received a salary. Nevertheless, there must 
have been some profit, however small, and maybe 
some perquisites apart. from any attraction of cus
tomers to their private business. If there is little or 
no record of the premises used as a post office in 
Carlow there is a fairly good record, even though it 
comes from various sources, of the holders of the 
position of Postmaster of Carlow. 

The earliest so far traced was that in 1788 when 
the postmaster was William Airay. According to the 
"General Directory of the Kingdom of Ireland, or 
Merchant's and Trader's most useful Companion" 
Vol. II by Richard Lucas, Dublin, 1 788, the post 
office was then located in Rutland Place. In I 824 a 
school run by the Rev. John Cauldwell is listed as 
being in Rutland Place, and in I 842 the same school 
is shown as Athy Street. Athy Street, as distinct 
from Athy Road, would be that section of the 
thoroughfare along by the Bank of Ireland to the 
Scot's Church; and, it may be of interest to know 
that the letter-box near the Bank of Ireland is at 
present listed officially as "Athy Street." Airay was 
succeeded in the historic year of 1 798 by Mrs. 
Lydia Wall with the post office premises located at 
No. 4, Dublin Street. The actual location o fthese 
premises seems to pose a doubt as to whether they 
were at that end of the street near the Market Cross, 
or that near the Court Place end in the house defin
itely used as a post office at a later date. Mrs. 

By J. C. Burke, Postmaster 

Wall's assistant-Arthur Wallace, an Apothecary
was tried early in 1800 for "Robbing the Post" and 
embezzlement, was found guilty, and was hanged at 
Barrack Street on 16th August, 1800. The account of 
the trial of Arthur Wallace formed the subject of an 
article published in "Carloviana" for 1949. Mrs. 
Wall was succeeded by Mrs. Mary Shervington in 
1824 and according to Pigott's Directory for that 
year, the post office was at 29 Dublin Street, and 
said to be near Cox's Lane, the upper portion of 
which then appears to have been known as Post 
Office Lane. In 1839 William Armstrong became 
postmaster and according to the New Commercial 
Directory of that year the premises were situated in 
Burrin Street. These premises were, it is thought, 
what is known as Staff House, just beyond the en
trance to Hanover House or Slocock's House as it 
was sometimes called. These premises appear to 
have been also used as a post office at a later date 
and some old inhabitant is understood to have said 
that all the business of the office was done "through 
a hole in the wall"-possibly a hatch in a window. 
Next we have in 1846 William Henderson Carey, 
1872 Richard Tennant, and in 1883, Robert Swale. 
All those people are said to have had their premises 
in Burrin Street; what part cannot be certain, but 
it is understood that in one case the premises were 
on the site on which the new post office is built. 
Robert Swale, however, during his teqn of office, 
removed to 29 Dublin Street, to the premises now 
occupied by Mr. Hugh O'Donnell, solicitor, and 
possibly the premises which had also been oc
cupied by Mrs. Shervington. There is a laneway 
from Court Place to the back of these premises and 
this laneway was used for access to the back en
trance of the Post Office. A Lamp Bracket which 
carried a lamp to light the yard at the back of the 
office and through which the staff entered and the 
mails were carried is still to be seen. Robert Swale 
appears to have been the last Allowance ot Con
tract Postmaster of Carlow; and, after the transfer 
of business to the premises at the corner of Dublin 
and Centaur Streets, he was succeeded by the first 
established postmaster, Mr. John O'Keeffe in 1890. 
Mr. O'Keeffe transferred to Killarney as Postmas-
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ter in 1896, and was succeeded by Mr. James Mit
chell who transferred to Enniskillen as Postmaster 
in 1902. Mr. John Murray came from Enniskillen in 
1902 and retired from Carlow in 1916. In 1916 Mr. 
John Pierce came from Waterford and in 1922 trans
ferred to Guernsey in the Channel Islands. In 1922 
Mr. Thomas Freeman came from Curragh Camp 
and retiring in 1923 was succeeded by Mr. John 
O'Neill-who had also succeeedd him in the Cur
ragh Camp. Mr. O'Neill, who was father of Miss 
Dolly O'Neill at present serving on the post office 
staff, retired in 1938 and lived to a fine old age, dy
ing in July 1964. Mr. Thomas P. O'Leary, who had 
succeeded John O'Neill at the Curragh Camp, now 
succeeded him at Carlow; he retired in 1948 and 
was succeeded by Laurence O'Neill who came from 
Ballinasloe. Laurence O'Neill transferred to Ennis 
in 1953, was succeeded by Daniel Foley from Skib
bereen who transferred to Clonmel in 1955. John 
D. Moylan, who had been Assistant Superintendent 
in Kilkenny, became Postmaster of Carlow in suc
cession to Mr. Foley and returned to Kilkenny in 
1963 as Postmaster. 

On 5th December 1900 The Treasury, in a letter 
signed by Austen Chamberlain gave authority for 
the expenditure required for improving the front 
of the office. While this work was proceeding the 
Postmaster (Mr. J. Mitchell) was given permission 
to live away from the office. 

The work of improving the front of the office 
was completed towards the end of 1901, but this left 
the gable end on Centaur Street looking in a very 
bad way indeed, and, of course, the protests were 
renewed and were met with the response on 23rd 
April, 1902, that it had not been possible to devise 
a scheme for which provision could be made in the 
current year's estimates. 

On January 2, 1902, the Postmaster made repre
sentations against being required to again reside on 
the official premises-he advanced a case for ex
pansion of space for official operations, citing such 
developments as the introduction of 'Sounder' Tele
graph working (as against A.B.C., circuits) to Tul
low and later Baltinglass; the provision of telephone 
working-for which the necessary guarantees had 
been obtained-between Carlow and Ballickmoyler; 
and among other things he records that 2 cycles and 
1 tricycle had recently been supplied to Carlow for 
the first time. He proposes instead a resident care
taker,, who, he states "for rent-free three rooms 

. and a payment of 4s. per week would undertake the 
care and entire cleaning of the office." A decision 
that the Postmaster must occupy the apartments 
was, however, taken; but Mr. Mitchell did not have 
to do so as in October he was transferred to En
niskillen. His successor, Mr. Murray, who came from 
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Enniskillen took up residence in the official quarters. 
In June 1 goo a complaint was penned by Mr. E. 

Harrington S.C.&T., of the bad gaslight while on 
the night duty. He requests some improvement in 
the lighting system as if this is not forthcoming he 
proposes buying "some half-penny candles." Mr. 
Harrington was supported in his complaint by Mr. 
F. J. Gunning S.C.&T.-the Postmaster was in
structed to buy new mantles. 

In this regard it is interesting to note that while 
electricity is recorded as having come to Carlow in 
1892, electric lighting was not provided in the Post 
Office until December 1 g 1 1. 

Mr. Murray, however, is not long in Carlow until 
he meets with difficulty. Having taken up duty in 
October he submits-in February 1903-a claim for 
medical expenses in respect of his wife's illness__:::_ 
diagnosed as Dyptheria-said to have been 
"brought on by the admittedly foul smells and bad 
air arising from the underground cellars of this of
fice as certified by Doctors Colgan, O'Meara and 
McDonald." The claim, of course, was met after the 
usual enquiries but the case again brought adverse 
publicity on the Post Office as the outbreak had, of 
course, been reported and the Medical Officer and 
Sanitary Authorities had to act and. report. In one 
report made by the Postmaster in regard to the 
basement kitchen-from where the obnoxious odours 
were said to be coming-he said "green matter is 
growing on the wall of the inner kitchen-in fact, 
I saw a frog jumping about the inner kitchen where 
the damp is worst and where the smell, like what 
would come from a churchyard vault, is sometimes 
very sickening." The Board of Works effected some 
works in the basement to abate the nuisance--one 
of the kitchens was eventually sealed off, but when, 
is not known. In carrying out the works in the base
ment it was found that underneath the flags of the 
kitchen were found pools of stagnant water to a 
depth of one foot. Despite this, however, the insani
tary condition of the premises again came under 
notice, and in connection with the incidence of sick 
absence among the staff. 

In this regard the question was raised as to whe
ther the Postmaster should continue to reside on 
the premises, but the Surveyor reported that the 
Postmaster was reluctant to do this mainly because 
he "would · find it exceedingly difficult to obtain ·a 
suitable house at a moderate rent in Carlow." The 
Surveyor wrote "it seems to me that it would be far 
better for the Department to get rid of this office, 
which has never, in my opinion, been satisfactory, 
and to look out for another place." Dampness and 
lack of ventilation was causing most of the trouble 
particularly in the basement and in regard to one 
aspect of this it is stated that "a gutter has since 
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been constructed and the water is being caught in 
a bucket in the manner indicated. This seems to me 
a very primitive arrangement and does not properly 
meet the difficulty." · 

In mid-1904 it was noticed that the business of 
the office continued to grow; and, in view of the 
more or less static population and valuation of the 
town, the Surveyor, when asked for an explanation 
stated "The town appears to be stationary, but the 
townspeople are enterprising, and there is a rich 
surrounding district. To the latter circumstances the 
growth in work is to be attributed." 

Early in 1909 the Urban District Council again 
took up the question of a new post office. The Coun
cil made representations to the Postmaster-General 
which. were supported by Mr. Walter Kavanagh, 
M.P., Borris House, Borris, who also raised the mat
ter in the House of Commons. The reply given on 
the 24th March, I 909 was much the same as those 
previously given and ended "I do not think the large 
outlay which would be necessary to provide an en
tirely new building could be justified." Nevertheless, 
through the next few years the Urban Council lost 
no opportunity of pressing their case in every pos
sible way. 

In March 1 909 Messrs. Roche who seemingly had 
moved all their business to 33 Tullow Street offered 
their interest in 49 Dublin Street to the Post Office, 
but this was rejected. In February of that year the 
Surveyor, because of continued expansion of busi
ness, proposed the taking over of the residential 
apartments, but Mr. Murray did not move else
where until the 1st November, 1910. In January 
1910 a proposal for the extension of the Telephone 
service to Carlow was with the Treasury for the 
necessary authority. 

Arising out of further proposals for alterations 
and provision of fittings a calculation of the overall 
cost of the Carlow Post Office was made in July 
1910 and it was reported that "the cost of the office 
would stand at £54 per unit as compared with the 
present average of £89 per unit for offices of the 
same class." 

There are no papers on Carlow Post Office exist
ing from December 191 I until January 1921 when, 
on the 27th of that month, the Postmaster of the 
time, Mr. Pierce, reported that the owner of the 
Post Office-Colonel MacDowell-was coming to 
Carlow for the purpose of disposing of his pro
perty. 

The Board of Works, howe~er, commented that 
"as the Treasury are at present most anxious to 
avoid capital expenditure the necessity for purchas
ing the premises does not appear to arise at pre
sent." Other considerations such as the suitability of 
the site; etc., influenced the Board, however, on 22nd 

June, 1921 in stating to the Post Office "if it were 
decided to proceed with the purchase your Depart
ment would appear to be justified in bidding up to, 
say, £1,200." The position was represented to the 
Post Office Secretary, London. 

On 1st July, 1921, we have the final paper which 
closes the British files on Carlow Post Office with 
the intimation from the Secretary, London, to the 
Secretary, Dublin. "It is regretted that purchase of 
the Carlow Post Office premises cannot be consider
ed at present." This is returned with the simple en
dorsement "The Secretary. Noted." and is signed J. 
G. Louthwaite, Acting Surveyor, and is dated 7th 
July, 1921, the day on which the truce in hostilities 
in Ireland came into force. 

The matter of a Post Office for Carlow was not 
again referred to until 1925, and while the matter 
was represented and some questions asked in An Dail 
-=-our new parliament-it was not until 1937 that 
arrangements were completed for the purchase of the 
premises. Nevertheless, the quest for a new post of
fice continued and in 1937 the Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs acquired a site in Burrin Street. 

The story thenceforward must be held for a much 
later time as it is a long and interesting one. Part of 
the site encroached on land required by the local 
authorities for a new main road-now Kennedy 
Avenue--and this led to long legal processes which 
involved not alone the Department of Posts and Tele
graphs, but also the Department of Local Govern
ment, the Urban District Council, the County Coun
cil, and a host of private owners of land and pro
perty in the Bridewell Lane area. All the difficulties, 
we can feel-even after the long delay-have been 
satisfactorily resolved; and the people of Carlow can 
be reasonably happy that they have got a beautiful 
boule'<_ard; and that, in the course of a few weeks, 
they will have a Post Office sufficiently rewarding 
for all the effort which has been spent over the years 
in its acquisition and from which, speaking for my
self and the staff, it is hoped they will receive the 
same good service that has always been aimed at. 

However, it would not be right or proper to skip 
over this period, without referring to one trojan 
member of the community of the period who re
lentlessly pressed for the provision of the new office. 
This was the late Mr. W. H. Hadden. Mr. Hadden, 
in a very businesslike way, had apparently, built up 
his own file on the matter; he made it a habit of 
getting to know the name of the official at PQst Of
fice Headquarters who would have the matter in 
hand, and mixing the informal with the formal when 
writing them there is indication that he won a 
great deal of regard and respect for his representa
tions. I would have a suspicion that as a result-and 
even having regard for other considerations - his 
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representations went a good way towards having the 
Automatic Telephone Exchange erected and 
brought into use in advance of the Post Office. I 
think I should give his last letter to the Depart
ment which was written on December 2nd, r 960. He 
writes: "As I have been almost 14 years in corres
pondence with G.P.O. Headquarters on the matter 
of the Carlow Post Office I will welcome news that 
I may hope at least to see the work of building be
gun. I am in my 52nd year in business in Carlow so 
in the natural order of things my future days at 
work cannot be numerous; from my angle, therefore, 
the matter is one of some urgency. 

"Apart from the personal issue, however, there is 
a growing feeling that things should be happening 
and that great forbearance has been shown to date. 

"Now that the local problems are known to be 

removed, Carlow is likely to become vocal concern
ing both the new G.P.O. building and also the Auto
matic Telephone Exchange. You will recall Carlow 
was planned to be the first of these latter. Our ser
vice has been improved, we nevertheless continue 
to hope for better things, and an Automatic Ex
change is overdue. 

"My hope is that you will be in a position ~hen 
writing to report favourably on the new building, 
and also on the Automatic 'Exchange; I feel that we 
are entitled to be hopeful, for Carlow has been most 
patient, and this commendable attitude should now 
bring its due reward." 

This brings my paper to an end-it can be re
gretted that Mr. Hadden did not see the day of ful
filment of a facility so long denied to Carlow and 
for which he and so many others over the long years 
had l.aboured so arduously. 

The new Post Office. 
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THE CARLOW HUNT 

M OST of us heard with regret the closing 
down of the Carlow Hounds, through lack 
of support. Gone are the days when doctors, 

clergymen, businessmen and farmers followed the 
Hunt. 

Most of the big estates are broken up and the 
owners gone from the country. These were the 
mainstay of the Hunt. I suppose the rush of modern 
life and the high cost of maintaining the Hunt have 
helped to make this decision. The followers are not 
there, anyway. 

I know there was always great excitement in the 
district when there was a meet. It was grand to 
hear the horn and the dogs giving tongue. The Hunt 
was always popular in the country, and it brought 
in a lot of money to small farmers for straw, hay 
and oats. 

John Watson of Ballydarton founded the Hunt 
in 1808. It is a remarkable fact that in 160 years it 
had only four Masters. Mr. John Watson, 1808 to 
1869; Robert Watson, 1869 to 1904; W. E. Grogan, 
1904 to 1920, and Mrs. Hall, 1920 to 1965. (Mrs. 
Hall was 87 years of age when she died.) She was 
a charming lady to meet and was deservedly popu
lar with all classes. She was a Miss Olive Roch of 
Aghade before her marriage. She hunted all her life 
in County Carlow, and was an outstandingly bril
liant rider to Hounds. She . was a close friend of the 
present Queen Elizabeth and the Queen Mother, and 
when she died they sent wreaths. 

The Carlow Hunt was originally the Tullow 
Hunt. It was the first Hunt of its kind in the coun
try. John Watson of Ballydarton, founder of the 
Hunt, was father of George, Master of the Mel
bourne Hunt; William, joint Master of the Cots
wold and of Robert of Ballydarton, for 35 years 
Master and 56 years Hunstman of the Carlow 
Hounds. Robert was father of John, the famous In
ternational Polo Player, the never to be forgotten 
Master of the Meath Hounds, 1891 to 1908. 

The Tullow Hunt was the first of its kind in the 
country, but before this the Watson family of Bally
darton and their ancestors were known to have 
hunted Deer and Wolves, and were responsible with 
their hounds for the death of the last wolf in Co. 

By H. Fennel I 

Carlow near Myshall. Mr. Watson proceeded to or
ganise Fox hunting in the County Carlow on pre
sent lines. He planted coverts to his Kennells at 
Ballydarton. He imported the strain of Foxhound 
blood which suited him best and he became an 
enthusiastic breeder of Foxhounds. In 1818 owing to 
a spell of ill health Mr, Watson lent his hounds for 
six or seven years to Mr. P. Whelan of Rath, near 
Tullow, who kept them there. In 1845 when his 
father's health was failing Mr. Robert Watson took 
over the Mastership and in 1869 Mr. John Watson 
died aged 83. 

CHANGE OF NAME 
In 1853 Mr. Bolton of the Island, Co. Wexford, 

gave up his Pack and handed his country to Lord 
Fitzwilliam who lent it to the Watson family, and 
the Tullow Hunt changed its name and became 
the Carlow and Island Hunt. The country hunted 
by Mr. Robert Watson was immense, covering as it 
stood, half Laois, all Carlow and large portions of 
Kildare, Wicklow and Wexford. He hunted four 
days a week and kept the two establishments, one 
at Ballydarton and one at Drumderry-Hill, Co. 
Wexford. One wonders how this vast country was 
covered before the advent of the motor car ! No 
more famous Huntsman ever hunted a pack of Fox
hounds. In 1904 Robert Watson resigned at the age 
of 84, his hounds were moved to Moyle and named 
the Carlow Hunt. They now hunted a reduced area 
on a two-day-week basis, consisting of all county 
Carlow and a small slice of Laois. 

Many great hunts are recorded such as Oak Park 
to Tynte Park, Dunlavin, and in 1890 from Sand
brooke to kill at Hacketstown, 2 hrs. 14 mins. 10 
miles. The pad of that fox was on the writing desk 
of Mrs. Hall up to the time she died. 

The next Master was Mr. W. E. Grogan, a Car
low man, a fitting successor, he was a first class 
horseman, and a fine huntsman. For 16 years he was 
Master, and showed great sport. The breeding of a 
first class pack of Foxhounds was his life's work, and 
in con junction with Mr. Isaac Bell of the Kilkenny 
Hounds, they, between them, established the lines of 
breeding that are today the mainstay of so many 
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packs of Foxhounds in these islands. In 1920 Mr. 
Grogan resigned and Mrs. Hall was elected Master. 
Mr. Grogan from then on continued as Hunstman, 
and his advice on the breeding of the Hounds was 
rewarded by the Championship of Carlow Vera at 
Peterborough in 1928-grand quality, superb necks 
and shou~ders, tremendous cry and drive, now as 
these stamp the Carlow Hounds a heritage from 
Cottermore Sergeant, Postman Reefer, Limerick 
Choirister, Brocklessly Jarduine, whose blood is to 
be found in every pedigree sheet in the Kennell. 

Twenty-nine years Mastership is a record of which 
the Carlow Hunt are justly proud, and the presen
tation to Mrs Hall at the beginning of the 1963 
season of a Portrait of herself mounted and three 
couples of hounds painted by Mrs. Colemore, was a 
mark of their appreciation and gratitude. 

County Carlow is principally a bank country, some 
of the biggest doubles in Ireland are to be found in 
it, notably the famous Ballymurphy double. There 
is another type of fence peculiar to Co. Carlow-it 
is a single slab of granite about three feet high and 
mounted on stone posts about six feet apart. The 
horse required for this type of country is a short
legged, strong and well-bred one, who can get 
through dirt, he must be an exceptionally good bank 
Jumper. 

A STRANGE FOX 
Toward the end of his time he hunted a strange 

fox, this is an account of it preserved by Major J. 
Grogan of Slaney Park : 

"The meet was at Cooper Hill about four miles 
north of Carlow in the Queen's County. Mr. 
Cooper's wood nearly always held a fox. There was 
an old retainer who belonged to the family, not a 
very hard working sort of fellow, but a useful sort 
to know. He used to wander round the place and 
find out about the foxes on that side of the country, 
get earths stopped and so on, well for years he was 
bothering me about a strange looking fox that had 
often been seen in Kelly's Glen, a wooded and gorse 
ravine about three miles from Cooper Hill, people 
who saw it thought it was a pig moving about the 
Glen. 

"At first I took no notice of the old chap and his 
pig, but at last I was persuaded. We went off to 
the Glen amidst a great deal of excitement amongst 
the country folk who all seemed to know about the 
naked fox, though I did not believe a word of it, as 
I never heard about a mangy fox. I thought I had 
better find out about it. The first glimpse I had of it 
made me think he was a young pig except on its 

shoulders, mask· and pads it had not an inch of fur, 
but was quite white ana-- clean like a carcase hung 
in a butchers shop. I blew my horn and the hounds 
showed soon enough when they ran like fury to 
Cooper Hill, but after 45 minutes they checked in 
a farm yard, but they were soon away again on a 
good scent, they ran to the village of Leighlinbridge, 
and pulled him down on Mr. MacClintock's lawn 
at Rathvinden after 2 hours 5 minutes. 

"There he was, quite white and clean, not a sign 
of mange, but absolutely hairless except for the 
shoulders, head and pads, just as if he had been 
scalded. I cannot account for it, and never saw a 
fox like it before or since. It was the best run we 
ever had in the Queen's County .. Measured on the 
map it was 12f miles with a six mile point." 

In 1897 that terrible disease called dumb mad
ness visited the Kennells sweeping away the greater 
portion of the hounds. Mr. Watson had the task 
of building up a new pack, the disease returned again 
the next year destroying the dog pack, the third 
visitation of the disease returned in 1903. Going 
back to that great run from Tynte Park to Oak Park 
the Master on his third horse, the Whip on a bor
rowed horse, and Mrs. Grogan on her favourite was 
the only one to finish on the horse she started with. 

The hoof of that horse is still preserved by the 
family. 

The Standard, 30th January, 1879 refers to an 
unusual series of accidents which occurred from the 
Wicklow meet the previous week. The Master's 
horse fell while jumping a dangerous fence and 
broke his neck; the Whip's horse, jumping next, met 
a similar fate, and the third horse dropped dead be
fore reaching the fence. Unfortunately, a description 
of the fence is not recorded. 

When Mrs. Hall died in March 1965 her daughter 
Mrs. Eustace Duckett of Castlemore, took on the 
Mastership in November 1965. She died shortly 
afterwards, then Mrs. Alexander, Mrs. Hall's other 
daughter, Mastered the Hunt for that season. 

In 1966 through lack of followers it was decided 
to close the Hunt. The Hounds are lent to the Gal
way Hunt. The club is still maintained and recog
nised as such in view of the fact that Fox Hunting 
may be resumed in Co. Carlow. I am indebted to 
Mrs. Alexander for the help she gave me in com
piling this paper, also for the loan of the books on 
.the Carlow Hunt. I also have quoted Miss Muriel 
Bowen's book on Irish Hunting. Miss Bowen has 
the unique distinction of having hunted with all the 
35 Packs in Ireland. She is on th~ staff of the Daily 
Express, London. 



The Kavanagh Kings 

C
ARLOW. shares with Wexford the distinction 
of having been for many years part· of the 
Kingdom of the Kavanaghs. This family, 

which traces its lineage back into early Christian 
times, is one which has been rather neglected, not 
only by the people of Carlow, but by both historian 
and antiquarian. 

Donnell, the son of Dermot McMurragh, and 
sometimes called "The Handsome" was surnamed 
Kavanagh from the place of his fosterage-Kilcavin, 
Co. Wicklow. From him sprang a line of descend
ants whose story is the history of County Carlow, 
if not of the Province of Leinster. From hiin sprang 
a line of Kings who for 200 years dominated most 
of the Counties of Carlow, Wicklow and Wexford. 
From him sprang a line of warriors who were the 
Vanguard in the interminable war with England,
"The sword never out of their hand, until they are 
weary with wars and brought down to extreme 
wretchedness; then .they creep a little perhaps and 
sue for grace till they have gotten new breath and 
recovered strength again." 

But the Kavanagh Kings were Kings with a dif
ference. Not for them the crowned head and gilded 
throne, the stately pomp and ceremony, the solemn 
dignity and gaudy pageantry associated with regal 
splendour. The woods and the mountains were their 
haunts and for the most part their habits and de-' 
meanour had more in common with Robin Hood 
and his Merry men, than with the paraphernalia of 
Kingship. 

ABJECT POVERTY 

From the beginning of the fourteenth century un
til the middle of the sixteenth century, there were 
Kavanaghs who pretended to be Kings of Leinster, 
of these a number had a substantial claim to that 
title and ruled over "dominions" which included 
most of South-eastern Leinster. Gradually their do
mains were reduced, their power and authority re
stricted, their lands and flocks were confiscated, and 
their castles sacked, until they were Kings no more
nor pretended to be, and as Camden wrote "The 
land is full of Kavanaghs, good soldiers, famous 

By W. V. Hadden 

horsemen, still breathing the spirit of their ancient 
nobility in their abject poverty." 

The Kavanagh country, as far as County Carlow 
is concernt;d, may, for all practical purposes, be re
garded as the ancient Barony of !drone. This con
sisted of that part of the county which is west of the 
river Burrin and the Blackstairs mountains. !drone 
was the most strategetically important territory in 
Leinster and belonged originally to the O'R yans, 
who, having opposed the Norman conquest, sur
vived in the Barony only in a subordinate position. 
Strongbow granted !drone to Donnell Kavanagh but 
after their quarrel in about 1175, he gave it to Ray
mond le Gros, from whom it reverted to the Mar
shalls; in 1 245 it passed to Maud Bigod, and in 
about 1 265 to the Carews. During all this period the 
Kavanaghs, like the O'Ryans, remained on suffer
ance and under tribute as tenants and vassals in the 
same district. 

BLACK RENT 

!drone seems to have been peaceful during the 
Norman occupation in the thirteenth century, but 
early in the fourteenth century the Kavanaghs start
ed to rebel against their absentee overlords, and for 
the next three hundred years they were virtually in 
full possession of the Barony. Not only did they re
capture this important territory but they used its 
vital strategetic position to blackmail the English 
Crown into paying them "Black Rent" for the 
liberty of free passage along the Barrow Valley and 
to cross it at Leighlinbridge. This payment was made 
more or less consistently from the days of Edward 
III until the end of the reign of Henry VIII and 
any lapse on the part of the Government resulted in 
immediate hostilities until the 80 marks from the 
King's Exchequer was restored. Indeed, even while 
in receipt of their ann,ual bribe for good behaviour 
the Kavanaghs were not above a little duplicity, for 
we read of a confederation with other Chieftains of 
Leinster that each should begin war in his marches 
at a fixed and certain time, so that they might con
quer the land of the King's lieges. 

Securely entrenched in their Barony with its 
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foothills overlooking the Barrow, ensconced in their 
castles of Garryhill and Rathnageeragh, Ballylough
an and Ballinree, Kellistown and Ballyloo-and in
deed, for eighty years or so, at Leighlinbridge itself, 
these Kavanaghs · "hindered the passage of the 
King's Judges and Officers who might otherwise 
ha~e circulated in the parts beyond the Barrow, and 
thereby exiled the ministration of the King's law out 
of Carlow, situate in the midst of Leinster." "Hence," 
says Sir John Davies, "grew that Irish bye-word 
that they dwell by-west of the law that dwell be
yond the Barrow." Indeed this old saying is very 
much of an understatement for even east of the 
Barrow in all the domains of the Kavanaghs the an
cient Brehon law persistecl right down to the days 
of James I. Despite the Statutes of Kilkenny and the 
laws of Queen Elizabeth "the evil custom" still pre
vailed in all their private affairs amongst the Kav
anaghs. 

BROTHERS IN ARMS 

When, from time to time, the English Govern
ment marshalled its forces and it became expedient 
for the leaders of the clan to make themselves 
scarce, an hour or two on horseback enabled them 
to disappear into the fastnesses and dens of the · 
Blackstairs mountains or to cross by the Slaney val
ley, the Corabutt Gap, the Scullogue Gap or around 
to the south by Poulmounty, into the clans' terri
tories in County Wexford, where their brothers in 
arms could provide them with shelter or with re
inforcements. No doubt when the Sheriff of Carlow 
was able to summon sufficient forc~s to cope with 
the Kavanagh problem, he found his adversary ra-
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ther elusive and inclined to disappear without notice 
beyond his jurisdiction. 

There were many castles in !drone. It is not known 
· if any of them was ever built by the Kavanaghs, but 
all of them were occupied from time to time by the 
leaders of the Clap and some of the castles during 
the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth centuries were 
Kavanagh strongholds more or less continuously. In 
county Carlow there are still some remains of the 
castles of Ballyloo, Castletown, Graiguenaspidogue, 
Ballytarsna, Ballynunnery, Ballymoon, Leighlin
bridge, Ballyloughan, Garryhill, Rathnageeragh, 
and Poulmounty; all these, and many more were 
held by the Kavanaghs. Ballyloo, which may have 
been more or less typical of some of the others, was 
a small Tower House, probably built early in the 
fifteenth century, of three storeys with battlements 
and loops, surrounded by a bawn. It was the head
quarters of the Ballyloo sept of the Kavanaghs, which 
was founded by Art More Kavanagh of Ballyloo, an 
uncle of Murrough Ballagh, afterwards King of 
Leinster. From Art More it descended to his son 
Art, to his son, Dono ugh, to his son Murtagh Oge 
Kavanagh of Ballyloo, who was one of those who 
opposed the suit of Sir Peter Carew in 1568. 

Other instances of continuous Kavanagh occupa
tion could be cited, but the Castles in question were 
neither feudal fortresses nor palatial residences, and 
even for the leaders and more privileged of the clan 
who enjoyed these "piles defensible,'' life therein 
was probably elementary. On the other hand there 
seems to be reason to believe that the "Castle" was 
merely one part of a larger homestead, composed of 
houses, halls, stables, etc., built of mud walls and 

Arrival of Art 
Mac Murrough 
Kavanagh for 
a Conference 
with 
Richard II in 
1399-from 
a French M.S. 
in the British 
Museum. 
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from the ; 

Director, 
British 
Museum.) 
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thatched roofs, surrounded by an earthen ditch. All 
these have long ago been ploughed into the fields 
where they stood. 

SIL VER SEALS 
The silver seals of Irish Princes show them on 

horseback like Norman Knights and in battle they 
appeared in helmets and coats of mail. But their fol
lowers carried primitive weapons and probably lived 
under conditions which, even at their best, were es
sentially nomadic in character. There can be little 
doubt that their equipment was rudimentary, their 
doubt that their equipment was rudimentary, their 
clothing scarce, their homes were hovels and even 
as late as the sixteenth century such "foreign" refine
ments as tables and chairs were not in common use 
amongst the Kavanaghs. And yet, there is evidence 
of a fairly high standard of culture amongst the 
families of the Chieftains at least, and many of these 
could converse as easily in English and Latin as in 
Gaelic. Schools and Colleges were better and more 
common than is generally recognised, and a contin
ental education was by no means rare. 

But that life was grim and raw is beyond dis
pute. The Kavanaghs delighted in doing battle with 
all-comers-especially the foreigner. In unruly strife 
and guerilla warfare they were second to none. As 
Hooker wrote to Sir Peter Carew "these men be of 
stout stomach and courage and of such service as 
none better in their realm of Ireland." And Mr. Hore 

·in his well-known "History of Wexford" describes 
the Kavanaghs as follows : "Bred to arms, inured 
to hardships, delighting in forays and taking 'preys,' 
disdaining agriculture, content with a pastoral exis
tence and a nomadic life, they were a continual 
source of danger and dismay to the English settlers." 

RUTHLESS IMPERIALISM 

In some ways the most familiar parallel is, per
haps to be found in the Red Indians of the North 
American Continent : Dare-devils on bare-backed 
horses, living in the woods and mountains, govern
ed by tribal customs and chieftains whose moral 
integrity was no more and no less than their day 
and age and the expediency of the moment requir
ed; plundering and plundered, they were decimated 
by inter-tribal as well as inter-racial warfare, and 
many of them died defiantly in defence of their 
ancient hunting grounds against the onward march 
of a ruthless imperialism. 

And so we can turn the pages of history as they 
tell the story of the centuries, and watch the Kavan
agh Kings passing by. Donnell Oge McArt, the 
founder of the clan; Art More, Donagh McArt and 
Art Oge, the greatest of them all,-"at whose puis
ance all Leinster trembled." Donnell More, Don-

nell Reagh, Murrough Ballagh, Art Boy, and Cahir 
Mclnnycross-"the last King of Leinster." 

In 1543 Cahir made a treaty agreeing that the 
castle and manor of Ferns were the proper and pe
culiar manors of the King of England and that they 
should be held by a committee which should limit, 
bound and assign them. In 1544 Sir John Travers 
was appointed Constable and Farmer of the Castle 
of Ferns. 

DEPARTED GLORY 

Clearly the glory had departed and the mighty 
had fallen. Others greater than he were to follow, 
but the Tudor Reconquest of Ireland was already 
well advanced and the Captains of the Kavanaghs 
no longer were Kings, no longer pretended. to be 
Kings, no longer wanted to be Kings, and even some 
of those who would have been acclaimed as Kings, 
declined the honour. 

Cahir McArt was a wrothy successor. He had a 
colourful, eventful life with its successes and re
verses but by his sagacity, his political foresight and 
his diplomacy, he secured to his descendents a large 
portion of his estates, which remain the property of 
this remarkable family despite the vicissitudes of 
over 400 years. Bryan McCahir, his son, of Borris 
and Poulmounty, was a man of great power in Car
low and Wexford, and distinguished by his superior 
judgment and bravery, so much so that none of the 
able men in the sept Kavanagh could claim equality 
with him. Murtaht Oge, of Garryhill, would have 
been elected King but he refused the honour which 
had become too dangerous--only to be slain at the 
hands of Henry Hern and the Bagnals of Leighlin
bridge in l 586. Donnell Spaniagh, lead the Clan in 
the wars of the 159o's and with the help of Feach 
McHugh O'Byrne, made prey of the entire country 
from the borders of Wexford to the gates of Dublin. 
but hereditary, and the castles and lands such as 
these were Kavanagh Kings. 

In the seventeenth century the clan began to dis
integrate; its rights were abolished, the Brehon Law 
was forbidden and no McMurrough was allowed 
to be elected. Even the land which for so long had 
been held in common became vested in the dif
ferent septs, and each family within the sept had its 
allotted portion. Succession was no longer elective, 
but hereditary, and the casltes and lands such as 
Ballyloo, Ballyloughan, Garryhill, Rathnageeragh, 
Poulmounty, Clonmullen, Carrickduff, and others, 
passed from father to son after the feudal fashion
until confiscations and plantations put an end to the 
fortunes of the Clan Kavanagh. 

"The land was full of Kavanaghs, good soldiers, 
famous horsemen, still breathing the spirit of their 
ancient nobility-in their abject poverty." 
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The Dolmen, Ballynasillage, Borris 

Prehistoric Decorated Stone discovered at Rathgeran, near Ballymurphy, Co. Carlow, on the slopes of the Blackstairs 
Mountains, in 1968. It is carved with eight sets of concentric circles, some with elaborations. Such decorative symbols 
are associated with the earliest art found in Ireland, on Megalithic Passage Graves, and on isolated rock surfaces 
known as Galician Carvings because of their occurrence in Spain. Both may be of East Mediterranean origin. The 

carving on the Rathgeran Stone would be about 4,000 years old. 
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Secretary's Report for year 
By Sean O'Leary, N.T. 

DURING 1968 the Old Carlow Society was 
very active. All the indoor sessions and the 
outings were extremely well supported by the 

members and it was most gratifying that many new 
members joined the Society during the year. 

On February 15 Mr. Harry Fennell, chairman of 
the Society read a most interesting paper on "The 
County Carlow Hunt." After his paper Mr. Fennell, 
assisted by Mr. Donal Godfrey, showed a series of 
coloured slides taken by his nephew of places of in
terest in and ~round Carlow. 

On March 28 Mr. Thomas Clarke treated the 
members to a d~tailed description of the Killerig 
District. His paper was a revelation, as it showed 
what an amount of history is enshrined in the old 
ruins in that small area. 

On April 25, a very topical talk entitled "Carlow 
Post Office" was given by Mr. J. C. Burke, Post
master, Carlow. Mr. Burke, who has done a vast 
amount of research, gave a graphic account of the 
early postal services in Carlow. 

The annual general meeting was held on May 2, 

1968. The chairman, Mr. H. Fennell said that the 
Society had a very successful year and was in a 
sound financial position. Mr. H. Fennell, chairman; 
Mr. A. Burns, vice-chairman and Mr. T. Smyth, 
treasurer, were unanimously re-elected. Miss M. T. 
Kelly, who had been joint Hon. secretary for 10 

years resigned her position owing to pressure of 
work. Glowing tributes were paid to the great work 
she had done for the Society. 

Mr. S. O'Leary, joint Hon. secretary was un
animously appointed Hon. secretary. 

As Editors Mr. J. Ellis and Miss M. T. Kelly 
intimated that they would be unable to act, Mr. E. 
Brophy, was appointed Editor. The members of the 
committee were re-elected en-bloc. 

Miss M. T. Kelly read her report of the Society's 
activities during the year. 

Mr. T. Smyth gave an account of the Sodety's 
finances. Members were glad to learn that due to 
increased advertisements and a reduction in cost of 
production "Carloviana" had cleared itself finan
cially. 

The Annual Outing took place to Cork on Sun
day, June 9, 1968, under ideal weather conditions. 
Mrs. M. O'Neill, a Life Vice-President of the O.C.S., 

arranged the itinerary m the Southern Capital. 
The party first visited the Honan Chapel where 
Professor Teegan gave a most interesting talk on 
the building. Next visitors went to the Skiddy Home, 
Shandon Church and the Butter Market, where they 
were greeted by members of the Cork Archaeological 
Society. Afterwards the party were taken by Mr. 
John Beecher on a tour of the city and suburbs. It 
was a most enjoyable day and all were loud in 
praise of the thoroughness with which Mrs. O'Neill 
had arranged everything. 

On Sunday afternoon, July 7, Mr. T. Clarke con
ducted the members on a tour of the Killerig Dis
trict and pointed out all the places he had dealt 
with in his March paper. The climax of a delight
ful afternoon was a splendid tea on the lawn front
ing Mrs. Pender's house in Rainstown. 

The third summer outing on July 28 was to 
Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford. On arrival in Wex
ford town the party were welcomed by Dr. George 
Hadden, President of Wexford Archaeological 
Society and by Mr. P. Doran, Treasurer. They were 
first taken to inspect The Guillemot, the Light Ship 
which was recently purchased by Wexford Mari
time Museum Committee. From Wexford the party 
proceeded to Kilmore Quay and from thence to the 
Saltee Islands. Having inspected the famous Bird 
Sanctuary and the monuments of Prince Michael, 
King of the Saltees, the party returned to Kilmore 
Quay where they were conducted over the Co-opera
tive premises. They were also taken to inspect the 
very modern Life-Boat Station. _ 

The final outing was on September 6, when the 
members visited the lately discovered dolmen near 
Borris and the pre-historic stone in Rathgeran. Mr. 
E. W. Hughes, Solicitor, Graiguenamanagh, a pro
minent member of Kilkenny Archaeological Society~ 
gave a very interesting account of these historic dis
coveries. On the way home the party visited the 
beautiful church in Myshall where the Sexton con
ducted them round the lovely building modelled on 
Salisbury Cathedral. 

On October 24 the Society was treated to a won
derful lecture by Miss Helen M. Roe, President of 
the Royal Society of Antiquaries, formerly County 
Librarian in Laois and a founder member of the Old 
Laois Society. The lecture, which was illustrated by 
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a delightful series of coloured slides, was entitled 
"Medieval Irish Art in the Midlands." Miss Roe's 
deep knowledge of the subject, her charming de
livery and her ready wit kept her audience enthral
led for almost two hours. Miss Roe paid a well-de
served tribute to Mr. Donal Godfrey who was in 
charge of the projector. 

During the year Mr. J. Walsh of S.E.R.T.O. wrote 
requesting a list of buildings and places in Carlow 
connected with the 1 798 Rising and G. B. Shaw, 
where plaques could be erected by Bord Failte. It is 
to be hoped that in the near future all the historic 
buildings in the town will bear suitable plaques for 
the information of tourists and others. 

The Muster of The Pikes ! May 24th, 1798 

T
HE County Carlow insurgents mustered for 
the assault on the town, on the lawn at View
mount, the residence of the gallant but illfated 

Sir Edward Crosbie, on the night of the 24th of May, 
I 798. They began to assemble 'shortly after ten 
o'clock, and by daybreak were ready to advance. 
Ballon, Tullow, Rathoe, Clonegall and Kellistown 
mustered almost to a man, and when the order to 
march was given, fifteen hundred good men, and 
true, advanced to storm the town which was held 
by Colonel Mahon, of the Ninth Dragoons. The de
fenders who had received timely information of the 
insurgent advance from a rebel officer, were en
trenched in the houses, and when the rebels en
tered Tullow Street, early on the morning of the 25th 
they were received by a withering fire which threw 
them into utter confusion, and decimated their 

By John C. O'Neill 

ranks fearfully. They were now driven by a tempest 
of fire from an unseen enemy into Barrack Street, 
and within range of the heavy guns where they 
made their last stand. Whole lines fell at each mur
derous discharge, and the once solid insurgent col
umn reeled and heaved like a broken billow, and 
sought safety in head-long flight. The insurgents lost 
640 men, while that of the enemy was trifling. Hund
reds were afterwards tortured to death, and the en
tire insurgent loss may be roughly estimaged at 1000 
men. The slain were interred in "Croppy Hole." The 
insurgents were commanded on that fatal morning 
by Captains Roche, Whelan, and Murphy, who 
were slain in the encounter. 

(Extract from The Carlow Vindicator and Leins
ter Standard," Saturday, September 28th, 1895). 

The Botany of Co. Carlow 
E. M. Booth, Lucy's Wood, Bunclody 

Co. Carlow has never been considered interesting 
and has therefore been much neglected by botanists. 

The first records, so far as is known, were collected 
by Robert Clayton Browne, who was born at View
mount, Carlow, in 1835 and who died at Green 
Villa, Carlow, in 1906. His collection is in the Na
tional Museum in Dublin. 

H. C. Hart made an expedition down the river 
Slaney in 1881, finding many interesting plants, 
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many of which are still to be seen. In the early part 
of this century Robert Lloyd Praeger paid several 
visits to Co. Carlow, mostly to the Barrow valley and 
Mt. Leinster. 

I myself have noted some 550 plants during the 
last few years, and should be grateful for any in
formation regarding anything of botanical interest 
in the county, as I hope to publish a list at some 
future date. 
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Killerig and District 

T
HE townsland of Killerig lies about six miles 
north east of Carlow, and at various times it 
has been known as Killarge, Killerge, and Kil

largan. The name ongm is given in the Ordnance 
Survey Field Book as Gill Ere, i.e. the church of Ere, 
while a Fiant of Queen Elizabeth mentions the 
church of St. Terga. of Killarge. St. Terga may be 
a distortion of St. Ere or another similar name. Lit
tle is known of Ere save that he was an Ossory man 
and a one time bishop of Slane, his "natale" is ob
served in the Mart. of Donegal on 27th October. In 
the old churchyard about a -!-mile to the north of 
Killerig cross roads can be seen the ruins of a 13th 
or 14th century church. This consists of the east 
gable, the rest having been demolished in 1808 by a 
John Humphrey of Dublin, to make room for a 
burying ground for himself and his family. In the 
gable now about ten foot high there is a window 
four foot wide, and five foot high, the centre at the 
top being inclined to an arched shape, on the out
side (east) the window is of cut stone, and the 
top has a pointed arch of the ogee type. 

A short distance to the west of the churchyard are 
the ruins of the Preceptory of the Knight Hospital
lers, founded here in 1210 by a Norman Knight, Gil
bert de Borard. 

HOSPIT ALLERS OR TEMPLARS? 
There is a very decided difference of opinion as 

to whether this preceptory was originally a house of 
the Knights Templars or Hospitallers. It is extremely 
unlikely that it should have belonged to the Tem
plars, and been transferred by them to the Hospit
allers since the friction between these two orders 
was so great as to make such a transaction almost 
impossible. So great was the friction that in 1259 
there was a battle between the two orders, in which 
the Hospitallers won. 

Two very noted authors have 'stated that Killerig 
belonged to the Templars and was transferred to 
the Hospitallers on suppression of the Templers in 
1307. That both these authors are wrong can be 
proved by an entry on the Plea Roll of Edward I, 
1303 where there is a record of a fine imposed on 
Brother Bernard of the Hospital of "Killerge," we 
are not told what his offence was. Also a letter of 

By Thomas Clarke 

Pope Innocent III dated 1212 confirms the custody 
of the churches of Killerge, de Villa David Boscher 
(Busherstown) and Airhunen (Ardnahue) to "the 
brethren of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in 
Ireland." We have another record of the Hospital
lers at Killerig, when in 1200, the Master of "Kil
lerge" witnessed a charter from the Grand Prior of 
the Hospitallers to Henry Marshall of Dublin. 

I am deeply indebted to Dr. P. J. McGrath, M.A., 
Ph.D., St. Patrick's College, Carlow, and a native 
of Killerig, for his translation of the charter deeds 
referring to Killerig from the Registrum de Kilmain
ham, a contemporary vellum manuscript now pre
served in the Bodleian library at Oxford, and cover
ing the period 1326-1339 when Sir Roger Outlawe 
was grand prior of the Hospitallers. 

The first entry in Registrum de Kilmainham re
lating to Killerig is dated 1327 and is as follows: 
"We grant to Simon Le Joefeye of Monumenoke, one 
messauge with five acres of arable land and one 
acre of meadow with attachments as far as the river 
Gris (Greese) in the tenant holding of Monumen
oke. This tenant holding was formerly held from the 
Mastern and brethren of the military order of the 
Temple. 

Again under the same date. 

"We grant to Sir Nicholas Osseach (O'Shea) 
chaplain, a chaplain's sustentation for the remainder 
of his life, and one mark of silver from the Precep
tor of our house of Killerge, to be awarded an
nually in return for his service in the chapel of the 
same house and celebrating Mass on behalf of the 
aforesaid hospital. And we grant one place within the 
said house which will include one room for the needs 
of the aforesaid Nicholas and the payment of his 
expenses. And we also grant to the same Nicholas, 
and to the cleric Richard our tenant holding in Kil
lerge that the same Nicholas held from us up to now, 
and two and a half acres of land which extends to
wards Ouglondestown (Urglin). This is to be held 
by the aforesaid Nicholas and Richard and the heirs 
of the said Richard for a period of twenty years 
from the present date, in return for which they shall 
give to us and to our successors in the same house, 
an annual sum of five solidi of silver, at the custom-
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ary times in the said hospital, each to give an equal 
portion. 

"1333. We grant to Robert Palmer all our tenant 
holdings and what pertains to them in Balibog and 
Ardry. These are to be held by the same Robert and 
his heirs from us and our successors' in perpetuity, 
in return for which they shall give to us and our 
successors in our house of Killerge, during Robert's 
own lifetime one silver mark, in equal portions at 
two periods of the year, namely the feast of Blessed 
Mary in March and in September, and on the death 
of Robert twenty shillings. And the heirs of the same 
Robert shall each give annually at the aforesaid 
periods and in equal portions to us in our said house, 
twenty silver shillings for the said tenant holdings 
and on the death of any of them forty silver shil
lings. And both Robert and his heirs shall provide 
for us a working group at two periods of the year,. 
namely after the feast of St. Michael and after Eas
ter. 

LUCKY ROBERT 

"1334. In return for his faithful services past and 
future, to us and the aforesaid hospital, we grant to 
Robert Horewood his sustentation for as long as he 
shall live in our house of Killerge, and carry out the 
office of janitor there. And we grant to him a place 
at the table of the serving boys 'there, and an annual 
sum of ten silver shillings from the Preceptor or 
custos of the said house to pay for his clothing and 
all his other needs so long as the same Robert shall 
serve faithfully and well in the aforesaid hospital. 

"1334. We grant to Philip, the son of Alisander, 
a certain tenant holding of ours, namely that which 
Hugo Taloun formerly held from us. This is to be 
held by the same Philip and his legitimate heirs from 
us by paying annually in our house of Killerge, four 

. silver shillings, on the feasts of Blessed Mary, and by 
performing all · the usual and required services and 
customs, and on the death of the same Philip and 
of his heirs the usual funeral offering. 

"1335. We grant to William Oldeboume the of
fice of Granger in our house of Killerge, and his 
sustentation in the aforesaid house for as long as he 
shall live, both in food and drink at the table between 
the men in attendance and the serving boys, so that 
he may serve the said house faithfully and well in 
the aforesaid office." 

It will be apparent from the last entry dated 1338 
that there was some type of fortifications at the Pre
ceptory of Killerge, it reads as follows: "We grant to 
Robert Karig one vacant site at our house of Kil
lerge, that, namely between the room of Mr. Nich
olas the chaplain, and the egg room, and from the 
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trench on the western side as far as the passage to 
the great gate of the said house. This is to be held 
by him with his personal expenses for the remain
der of his life so that he may build there." 

This concludes the charter grants, and the follow
ing is a list of the Priors or Preceptors from Dr. 
Comerford's "Collections of Kildare and Leighlin." 

1326, Friar William de Tisudelm. 
1327 Friar William de Valle. 
1335 ,Friar Ralph de Bradley. 
1337, Friar Ralph continued in office. 
1339, Friar John de Washingle. 

Nicholas Plunket was the last Preceptor on the 
suppression of the religious houses in 1541. On the -
1 7th May, 1541 he was seized of "fourteen acres of 
land in Maganne (Maganey), a castle and three 
messauges in Frerton, with two messauges one hund
red acres of arable land and fifty six of pasture in 
Courton, (a townsland adjoining Killerig, the name 
is now obsolete), one hundred and sixty acres in 
Russlestown, and sixteen acres in Tullow, also the 
following rectories appropriated to the Preceptor : 
Killerge, Courton, Frerton, Russellstown, Beshers
town (Busherstown), Curdinheth (Ardnahue), Pol
eston (Pollacton), and Powerstown." 

On gth July, 1541, Nicholas Plunket was granted 
a pension of £25-4-7, and on the following day the 
estate of the Hospitallers was leased to Christopher 
Dowdall of Arthurstown, and Oliver Verdan of Kil
talagh, Co. Louth. 

On 12th December, 1589 a further lease of the 
above lands and buildings was made to Mary Ayl
mer, wife of Sir Gerald Aylmer of Donadea. Sub
sequent to these leases there is still a further one 
from James I, who, on the 24th July 1612 granted 
this estate to Jenico Preston, Viscount Gormans
town, Sir Christopher Plunkett, Thomas Aylmer, 
Patrick Bamewall, and Christopher Bamewall. 

The castle of Killerig stood almost directly oppos
ite the present post office where a few scattered 
stones now mark the site. 

At the annual general meeting of the Irish Anti
quarian Society in 1873 Mr. Robert Malcomson of 
Carlow, exhibited a very graceful fictile vessel of 
baked clay, curiously ornamented with incised mark
ings. It had been found by a farmer named Nolan 
living at Killerig, when lowering a passage from his 
farmyard to the haggard. On rising a small boulder 
he found that it had formed the cover of a cist, just 
large enough to contain an um, which held some 
ashes with a small piece of burnt bone. Two similar 
urns were discovered in the locality but were de
stroyed before they could be examined. 
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The Family of FitzMaurice 

T
HE family of FitzMaurice, of which one 
branch exists in Carlow, trace their origins 
back to eleventh century Florence, to Dominus 

Otho of the family of Gherardini. Dominus Otho 
(Lord Otho) came to England via Normandy in 
1057 and became a firm favourite of Edward the 
Confessor. He amassed enormous possessions which 
passed to his son, Walter FitzOtho who, strangely 
enough, when the Normans invaded England was 
treated as one of themselves. He became Castellan 
of Windsor and Warden of the Forests of Bucking
hamshire. He married Gladys, daughter _of the Prince 
of North Wales and had three sons. He was suc
ceeded by the eldest, Gerald Fitzwalter, who became 
Constable of Pembroke Castle and married Nesta 
by whom he had three sons : Maurice, William and 
David. Of these Maurice is the ancestor of the Fitz
Geralds, David became Bishop of St. David's in 
Wales and William is ancestor of the Fitzmaurices. 

William surnamed Carew after his mother's pro
perty of Karru, North Wales was the ancestor of 
several Irish families as he had seven sons and one 
daughter : Odo who assumed the surname of Carew 
and is the ancestor of that family. Raymond of whom 
more later. Sylvester. Henry. William ancestor of the 
family of Gerard. John ancestor of the family Keat
ing and Griffiyn. His daughter Mabilla married 
Nicholas de Cantilupe and had a son/ Raymond. 
William came to Ireland with his son Raymond 
but returned to England where he died in I I 73. His 
second son Raymond is best known to us as Raymond 
Le Gros. He was one of the principal Norman in
vaders. When Strongbow was surrounded in Water
ford Raymond came to his rescue and as a reward 
was allowed to marry Strongbow's sister Basilia. He 
was given as her marriage portion the lands of,_ 
!drone, Fothard and Glascarrig and the Constable
ship of Leinster. At a later date Dermot MacCarthy, 
King of Cork sought Raymond's help against his 
son Cormac O Lehanagh who had imprisoned him. 
Raymond went to his aid and together they over
came Cormac and in return Dermot gave Raymond 
a large grant of land in Kerry and it is here that 
his descendants settled. Some authorities say that 
he had no descendants by his marriage to Basilia; 
others claim that he had two sons, Maurice and 
Ramo, also named Le Gros which in time became 

By Mrs. B. FitzMaurice 

corrupted to Grace and who was the ancestor of that 
family. However, we are concerned with Maurice 
who by his first wife, Johanna, had two sons, the 
eldest of whom, Thomas, was the first to assume 
the name of FitzMaurice. He was also the first Baron 
Kerry. This title was originally held by right of tenure 
and then confirmed by a patent of Richard II. He 
married Grany, daughter of MacMorrough-Kav
anagh and grand-daughter of Dermot MacMorrough. 
He had two sons, Maurice, who on his father's death 
in I 280 succeeded as the second Lord Kerry; and 
Pierce, whose descendants, in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, changed their surname to Pierce. 

Thus, by the end of the thirteenth century we 
have established a common ancestory with the fami
lies of FitzGerald, Carew, Gerard, Keating, Grace 
and Pierce. 

The Lords of Kerry descended in more or less 
straight line until we come to William, the 20th Lord 
Kerry, who was born in 1633 and died in 1697. He 
married Constance Long and had three soris. Thomas 
William and James. The youngest, James, is the 
ancestor of the Carlow branch and we' will return 
to him later. The second son, William, married 
Deborrah Brookes and had a son John and two 
daughters. This son, John, married his cousin Anne, 
widow of John O'Dell and daughter of James Fitz
Maurice. By this marriage there was only one daugh· 
ter, Anne, who married the first Lord Muskery and 
thus this line became extinct. The eldest son, Thomas 
was created Earl of Kerry and Viscount FitzMaurice 
in 1722. 

Thomas died in I 630 and was succeeded by his 
son Patrick, 19th Lord. Patrick was the child that 
had been captured by Sir Charles Wilmot's army 
and had been brought up a Protestant with the Earl 
of Thomond. There was little sympathy between 
him and his father or his father's cause. He. took 
his seat in Parliament in I 634 but when the rebel
lion broke out in I 64 I he retired to England where 
he lived till he died in I 660. 

Of his successor, his second son, William, 20th 
Lord, we know little except that he married Cons
tance Long and as mentioned earlier had three sons. 
There was a mausoleum erected to him in a wooded 
height to the north-east of Lixnaw village which is 
now, alas, destroyed. 
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His three sons represent a parting of ways for us 
because as we have seen the eldest was. the ancestot 
of the Marquesses of Lansdowne, the second liqe 
died out and the third is the ancestor of the Carlow 
branch. 

In dealing with the Carlow branch I am in rather 
more difficulty as they are not so well documented 
and I have had to rely on Parish registers which 
often do not give the whole families, on family pa
pers, which show a remarkable absence of dates and 
on my father-in-law's memory. 

Before I describe the lineage of the family I think 
we should look at the number of houses that they 
inhabited around Carlow because this will show bet
ter than my sketchy outline the extent of the family. 
I know of at least eighteen houses in the county in 
which a FitzMaurice lived at one time. These are 
Ratheendoran, Old Derrig, Ardateggle (Co. Leix), 
Springhill, Everton, Crossleigh, Laurel Lodge, 
Fruithill, Castleview, Johnstown, Ardnehu, Wykham 
at Bagenalstown, Mountain View, Ballyhide, Kil
leshin Parsonage, Kelvin Grove, 1 2 I Tullow St., and 
St. Martin's, Hanover, where my husband and I live. 
These were not of course, all occupied at the same 
time, nor necessarily for very long, but they did all 
shdter the family at one time or another. 

As we have seen, the first member of the family 
to come to Carlow was the Hon. James FitzMaurice, 
the third son of William, 20th Lord Kerry. When 
he came he must have brought several families with 
him whose descendants still live in Carlow but the 
only one that I know of is the Purcells who now live 
at Quinagh. 

James was probably born about 1670 or shortly 
afterwards as his eldest brother was born in 1668. He 
married Catherine, daughter and heir of William 
Harman of Dublin and through her inherited lands 
in Carlow. There had been a family of Harman in 
Carlow before this because as in the Parliament of 
1639 Thomas Harman Esq. sat as member for the 
Borough of Carlow. It is probable that William Har
man was a member of that family. The FitzMaur
ices settled first at Ratheendoran and had two child
ren. These were Harman and Anne. Harman mar
ried Margaret, daughter of Gamaliel FitzGerald. He 
died in 1748 leaving a son and several daughters. 
He had one daughter, Margaret, and in 1 792 we find 
a baptismal record of "Harman Dee, son of Thomas 
Bunbury Lenon and Margaret/alias FitzMaurice his 
wife" which I think alludes to her. 

The two earliest mentions of the name in the 
Parish Registers for Carlow which I can find are 
for marriages. In 1768 March 9th James Hearne 
and Anne FitzMaurice and in 1 770, September 30th, 
Darby Herring and Harmina FitzMaurice. I would 

say that these were probably also daughters of Har
man. 

His son James was born, I think, in 1735 because 
we have a death registered on October 14th, 1813, 
James FitzMaurice Sen., aged 78. He married twice, 

. firstly according to family records, to a Miss Moore 
and secondly to Mrs. Juliana Cooper, who was a 
sister of Robert Brown of Brownes Hill. 

By his first marriage he had a son, Harman, who 
was ancestor of that branch of the family that lived 
principally at Old Derrig, Springhill and Ctossleigh. 
I think he must have been the Harman who served 
as 2nd Captain in the Cloydagh and Killeshin Cav
alry and Infantry in 1798. He married firstly Maria 
Evans by whom he had two sons and two daughters. 
The eldest son, Harman died unmarried. The second 
son was born in 1789. He entered the Navy and 
served with Nelson at the Battle of Trafalgar. He 
lived at Old Derrig. He married Harriet Thomas and 
had six sons and seven daughters. The eldest son, 
Harman;was born in 1820 and lived at Everton and 
Springhill. He served as a Major in the Queen's Co. 
Regiment and was mobilised for the Indian Mutiny 
and the Crimea. He was the last member of the Regi
ment ever to be mobilised. He married twice, firstly 
to Frances, daughter of William Raymond Fitz
Maurice of Everton by whom he had a son, Harman, 
born in 1886, and three daughters. Harman married 
in 1898 Amelia Jane Tracy of Clogrennan and emi
grated to America where he died. Harman Sen. mar
ried secondly Helena, daughter of Arthur FitzMaur
ice of Kelvin Grove, by whom he had two sons and 
two daughters. The eldest son, Raymond was born 
in 1877 and emigrated to Canada where he became 
Mayor of Edmonton. The younger son lived only 
five months. 

To trace the second main line of the Carlow 
branch we must return to James who married 
secondly Mrs. Juliana Coopet. He had at least two 
sons and a daughter by this second marriage. The 
daughter, Mary Anne, married in 1 787 Richard But
ler of Ballyhide. The younger son died without is
sue, I don't know if he ever married. The elder son, 
John, was born in 1767. His signature appears in the 
Cloydagh- Vestry Book up to 1831 and I think it 
likely that he was living at Ratheendoran until at 
least that date; He founded the land agency business 
that the family still carry on. He married Henrietta 
Cary and had approximately twenty children. They 
are a difficult family to sort out as several died young 
and others born later were given the same names, 
for instance, his eldes tson, Robert, was born in I 800 
and died in 1820 and in that same year he had an
other son who he also called Robert. He also had two 
daughters called Caroline. One of his sons was Wil-



liam Raymond who lived at Mountain View and 
Everton. 

His son Edward was born in ~834, also lived at 
Laurel Lodge and Ballyhide. The son who most con
cerns us is Arthur who was born in 1819. He lived 
in Tullow St. in the house that now belongs to Mr. 
Mahon. Later he bought Kelvin Grove from the 
Haughtons. There is a story in the family that Mr. 
FitzMaurice and another bidder made the same of
fer for the house and that neither of them would 
back down or offer more so Mr. FitzMaurice sug
gested that they should race from the gate to the 
house and that whoever got there first should have 
it-Mr. FitzMaurice won. He married his cousin, 
Francis Cary and had three sons and nine daugh
ters. The eldest son, John, died young. The young
est Arthur was born in 1852. He married Annie 

HUGH CLIFTON 
by Alec Burns 

D URING the year past, precisely on 8th May, 
one of our most loyal members and a former 
contributor to these pages was called to his 

Eternal Reward. I am sure that all our readers and · 
his many friends in Carlow were shocked to h~ar 
of Hugh Clifton's death. R.I.P. and sympathise with 
his dear wife and three sons on their loss. 

He was one of the most popular and dedicated 
Carlovians that it was my good fortune to be associa
ted with. I first came in contact with him on his re
turn from Australia (whither he had emigrated af
ter World War 1) in the early thirties when he took 
up an appointment with an Insurance Society. 

From the very start one sensed his sincerity-if I 
had a problem, no matter in what form, I always 
consulted Hugh. He would examine it from all 
angles and explain its many phases, complex and 
otherwise. Invariably I would have a lot of my 
worries solved when leaving him. 

He was a great believer in youth and devoted 
some of his leisure time encouraging and training 
them in Public Speaking and Debate in the local 
Muintir na Tire Hall, the fruit of which is still evi
dent among that group. 

As an entertainer he was par excellence, I can still 
hear his lovely rendering of "The Moon Behind the 
Hill" which was one of his great favourites. He per
formed many times as an actor in local C.Y.M.S. 
productions for which he. also acted as Secretary for 
several years. 

He was an angler of no mean calibre, in company 
with John Kinsella, the late Jim Gavin and other 
fishing stalwarts they founded the "Barrow Anglers 

Pim in 1877 and lived at Fruithill and Johnstown. 
The second son, William, was born in 1849. He 
lived in Kelvin Grove and took an active part in 
public live being High Sheriff for Co. Carlow and 
a J.P. for many years. I gather he was a familiar 
sight riding round the town on a penny-farthing bi
cycle. On his death in 1928 Kelvin Grove was sold 
to St. Dympna's. He married in 1884 Mary Abigail 
Stopford and had two sons, Arthur and Reginald. 
The latter was born in 1889 and died in 1965. He 
married Daphne Harding and had one son, William 
who married Maureen Twigg and has a son and a 
daughter. The former is my father-in-law, Major 
FitzMaurice of Laurel Lodge. He married in 1918 
Emily Hilda Foot and had one son, Arthur, my hus
band, and I hope that his grandson, John, our son, 
will carry on the name in Carlow. 

Club" which functioned very successfully up to re
cent years. 

He also contributed regularly to the Angling 
papers both Irish and English. Uusually his features 
had a humorous and whimsical touch. He could in
fuse a freshness and excitement into the oft told 
stories of the one who nearly got away and the dour 
struggle to land him. .. 

In his later years he had several excellent articles 
printed in the daily and Sunday papers. They rang
ed. over experiences of his boyhood years, his shrewd 
observations of places he visited all over the world, 
his experience on a battleship during the Battle of 
Jutland in World War 1. His series on the Gordon 
Bennett race brought back vividly the scene as pic
tured by a young boy and his contributions to this 
Journal which included "All work and no pay in 
Grandma's day", ''The first sympathetic strike per
haps", "We stepped together," "Carlow Milestones" 
etc., all stamped him as a writer of no mean calibre. 
We often felt his true vocation really lay in journal
ism. 

He was a great believer in all men and could 
never see the worst in any of us, his mind behind 
all the humour and gaiety was a philosophic one. 
He saw there could be no turning back of the clock 
but he dearly wished that the youth should carry 
forward the best traditions of the past, hence his 
support for all movements in print and otherwise 
that gave them the opportunity to develop their 
talents instead of being mere spectators. 

Truly it might be said of Hugh as he often quoted 
to others: 

" Lives of great men oft remind us, 
To make our lives sublime; 
And departing, leave behind us, 
Footprints in the Sands of Time." 

Long may his inspiration be to us a guiding light. 
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One of Carlow's oldest streets - Brown Street. 
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News Round-Up 

FOR the remaining decades of the 20th cen
tury it is inevitable that 1968 will come to be 
known as the year of the long hot summer 

when by some cosmic felicity our island home from 
north to south was bathed from June to October in 
what now seems to have been never-ending sun
shine. The great corporate heart of Bord Failte must 
have swelled with pride as the visitors' cars rolled 
off the ferries, and our fleadhs, festivals and hooleys 
of every kind blossomed and flourished anew to the 
plaudits of the strangers. 

Such being the case it seems ironic to record that 
the writer of these notes went on summer holidays 
during the October monsoon, encountering some of 
Ulster's wettest weather-though to be truthful en
joying too some days mellow and beautiful enough 
to put normal summer to shame. This personal note is 
introduced merely as a prelude to an apology. Prin
ters' deadlines do not wait for holiday-makers, and 
as a result the round-up of this year must perforce 
by of the mini variety. 

At a backward glance 1968 wpuld seem to have 
been a year of progress and development with few 
if any peaks to distinguish it from last year. A signi
ficant one however, is the transformation of what 
we knew as Hanover, south of Hanover Bridge and 
now officially named Avondale Drive. Here an es
tate comprising 78 houses, 54 built by Carlow Urban 
Council, and 24 by private owners, has sprung into 
being. Visiting it recently, I must say I liked the pic
ture it presented-so many proud and colourful gar
dens fronting what might be called a village green 
-perhaps in time the trees will come to complete 
the illusion. Others of the houses face the curve of 
the Burrin, and through here will run the bypass 
road frail! Green Lane to Kilkenny Road. The set
ting is picturesque partly due to the fact that the 
planners have succeeded in retaining some of the 
original trees. Seen in the setting sun of a quiet 
November evening, with Carlow Castle and the 
Cathedral as a backdrop it was easy to imagine the 
anticipation with which 78 families have made their 
new homes there-it seemed a good place to live in. 

Another notable change has come to the area cal
led Moanacurragh on the Blackbog Road. While con
venient to the town it is a pleasantly rural setting 
for 64 privately-built houses, a scheme which will 

By Mary Smyth 

soon be extended to 100. At its back is open country
side seeming to stretch across the miles to Mt. Leins
ter itself, and yet it forms an integral part of the 
town, of which it is a vital limb. 

On every road into (or out of) Carlow new 
homes are going up so quickly that they surprise 
even the ordinary resident. The effect on those who 
have not se~n it for years can perhaps be imagined 
-"I wouldn't know the place!" So, all you exiled 
Carlovians who may have received this copy of our 
Journal, do try to visit us soon and see for yourselves 
how we have grown. Try to remember the "Old 
Post Office" for example and then come and have 
a look at the new office in Burrin St., opened this 
year and forming only part of a block which com
prises in addition, automatic telephone exchange, 
engineering headquarters, and Government offi
ces. Stand on Burrin Bridge and see the magnifi
cant avenue lined by grass and young trees, which 
runs parallel to the river and on to the Barrack St. 
junction. See the fine new road linking the Athy 
and Castledermot roads, and note in passing, the Re
search Station and the busy premises of the Erin
Heinz food-processing plant. Walk along Dublin Rd., 
Station Rd., and St. Joseph's Rd., and observe 
the educational complex of the region;__six schools 
centred there catering for at least 2, 700 pupils. (En
visage the potential of the next generation!). 

If you defer your visit for another year or two 
you may be present at the opening of one of the 
most important educational acquirements this region 
is ever likely to have-the College of Technology
the first sods of which are just now being turned 
on a vast site at the old Show Grounds on the Kil
kenny Road. Here we hope will be repaired the 
omissions of half a century, where skilled educated 
workers will be prepared for the 197o's, and where, 
in this world of take-overs, new inventions and ad
aptations there will be facilities to "adapt" the wor
ker too; where Irish people will be fitted for modem 
Irish life and at the same time prepared for the chal
lenge of any European counterpart. It is a dream 
which is soon to become reality, and for such dreams 
and their realisation we can thank those of our 
townsmen who labour gladly on committees, coun-

.-eils, Chambers of Commerce and Development As
sociations. 



The measure of our town's growth can be seen 
most clearly at the Cathedral where over-flowing 
cmtgregations have necessitated the only possible 
remedy, the proposed building of a new Church of 
St. Joseph in the Staplestown Road neighbourhood. 
While not forgetting the transfer and re-erection of 
St. Clare's, Graiguecullin in 1928, I feel we are pri
vileged to be the first generation to build a new 
Church in Carlow since our forefathers' noble ges
ture in 183r. While on this subject, congratulations 
to Fr .. Crowley who did so much to restore the 
Cathedral during his years as Administrator, and 
a warm wish for his happiness in his new parish. A 
welcome too to his successor, Fr. T. Brophy, who at 
the very start of his incumbency has taken on an 
arduous task but one which we are all glad to share 
with him. In August we had to say goodbye to Fr. 
Waldron who left us for Monasterevan after minis
tering to our spiritual and musical needs for 22 years. 
Our very good wishes to him, and a hearty wel-
come to his successor Fr. McNamara: ' 

I should like in this issue to pay a tribute to the 
man who inaugurated this news round-up in Car
loviana, and into whose versatile shoes I hesitantly 
stepped in 1960. Ingrained in Hugh Clifton's genius 
was the staunch creed that nothing in the world is 
uninteresting. A man of wide experience and pro
digious memory his reminiscences of a childhood in 
Carlow at the beginning" of the century were the 
stuff that folk-tales are made of. He distinguished 
himself in many types of journalism and his papers 
for the O.C. Society always drew an interested 
and stimulated crowd. In the heaven of all good 
reporters, one can imagine him still "an absorbed 
spectator of the human comedy." Go ndeanaidh Dia 
tr6caire air. 

It is impossible to hope that in any community 
there will be no snags and complaints from time to 
time, and here in Carlow we have our share of 
them. In spite of private and public building many 
families still live in inadequate quarters, the lines 
of unemployed grow long as seasonal work ceases, 
and there are occasional cases of poverty and actual 
want which are hard to reconcile with the overall 
picture of an affluent society. We know however that 

on the agenda of those bodies who handle such af
fairs, housing and the provision of new industries 
are priorities. The Chamber of Commerce recently 
issued a booklet which outlines for industrialists the 
qualifications of Carlow as a location for all kinds 
of industry. A r;ite near St. Dympna's has been ear
marked as a zone for such development and it is the 
hope of the local Development Association that it 
may be found possible to offer to interested firms 
a factory or factories readymade. If our rate of 
growth as envisaged in the Town Plan means a po
pulation of 15,000-20,000 in the next few years 
much will have to be d~ne in the matter of provid
ing employment, both by imaginative and courage
ous local endeavour and by offering sound and at
tractive prospects to outsiders. 

In the matter of the old, the lonely and the hun
gry, public bodies and their officers can never quite 
take the place of those men and women of various 
societies-the Old Folks' Association, the Vincent de 
Paul, the Red Cross and the Legion of Mary, whose 
hearts are big enough to embrace all unfortunates 
and whose reward is the new light they are bringing 
into dark places. 

Among youth too the need, if different, is very 
real and Carlow is lucky in having in the Youth 
Club a centre where youngsters can get together in 
their own familiar milieu and be helped by wise and 
friendly adults to become something different from 
the old image, and to develop talents often unsus
pected. In every community you will find them
those generous souls whose compulsion is the needs 
of the under-privileged. It is fortunate for us that 
we can count them in such numbers. 

Yes, our town is changing, and the process seems 
to be one of increasing acceleration. Given its stra
tegic position and advantages, and a growing popu
lation Carlow cannot afford to look back. And if, 
now and then we feel a nostalgic pang for some of 
the things that are going, it helps a little to realise 
that there can be no growth without change-some 
sacrifices must be made. 

A cold November wind is whistling through the 
last of the summer roses as these short notes come 
to an end. Nineteen sixty-eight is nearly finished ... 

Carlow and the Nelson Column 

'Nelson's Pillar' as it was called was a commission 
executed by the sculptor Thomas Kirk, R.H.A. (1781-
1845). He also made the monument in St. Mary's 
Church, Carlow, erected to the memory of Jane, first 
wife of Rev. George Vernon (who was rector of 

by 0. SNODDY, M.A. 

Carlow from 1821 to 1836). Mrs. Vernon, who died 
in 1827, had only been married since 1825. She was 
also an artist. It would be interesting to learn if any 
of her own work is known to have survived. 



The River-Crossing at 
Leighlinbridge and 
its Def enc es 

THE corridor between the Castlecomer Plateau 
and the Blackstairs Mountains figures in Irish 
history as a route of strategic importance al

lowing convenient passage between Leinster and east 
Munster. This corridor is formed by the Barrow val
ley, and the river itself has always been a line of 
defence between the two provinces. Fording places 
were therefore important from the point of view of 
invader and defender alike. 

One such crossing point was that at Leighlinbridge 
and I suggest that it was sited, not where the stone 
bridge now stands, but down-stream at Ballyknock
an Mote. Although I 30 yards of flat land now separ
ate the mote from the river, it seems certain that 
the earthworks were thrown up at the confluence of 
the rivers Madlin and Barrow to defend the ford 
which must have existed here when the bed of the 
River Barrow lay to the west of its present position 
and the water flowed at the base of the ridge upon 
which the mound was erected. 

The River Madlin is responsible for this change 
in the course of the Barrow. Over the years, flood 
water entering from the Madlin has eaten away the 
east bank of· the larger river, and silt was deposited 
until it formed a small delta stretching out from 
the west bank. The waters of the main river were de
flected by this ever-growing delta, and the current 
attacked its own east back in order to bypass the 
obstruction. The Barrow was thus forced to d~scribe 
a wide curve at this point, moving further and fur
ther east, and leaving Ballyknockan isolated upon 
its ridge. 

This sandy ridge, running approximately north 
and south, gives the mote a commanding position 
above the river, and the composition of the soil here 
made the construction work easy. The builders chose 
the southern end of the ridge, thus making the best 
possible use of the natural advantages of the site, 
for the ground drops sharply on the south to the 
river Madlin and on the east to the Barrow itself. 

The central mound is 69 feet above the level of 
the river; 135 feet in diameter at the top, and some 

By Brendan Kealy, B.A., H.Dip.Ed. 

237 yards in circumference at the base. Its excep
tionally steep sides, together with the depth of the 
ditch and the height of the surrounding rampart, . 
make the whole a formidable place to attack. 

Ballyknockan Mote is identified by some historians 
with Dinn Righ, a one-time seat of the kings oI Leins
ter. The legendary history of Dinn Righ is impres
sive and demonstrates, in the case of the Labhraidh 
Loinseach legend (if we allow that legend usually 
reflects some grain of historical truth), that the site 
was intimately connected with the arrival in this 
country of a small group, possibly of Belgae, from 
southern England. These Belgae were Celtic, and in 
the legend of their attack on Dinn Righ we have, 
perhaps, the germ of an account of the first of many 
Celtic infiltrations into Ireland. They brought with 
them their culture, art and (most important> of all) 
their knowledge of iron, thus opening a new era in 
the history of Ireland. Archaeological evidence from 
other parts of the country points to a date some
where between 500 B.C. and 300 B.C. for the entry 
into Ireland of C::::eltic culture, in particular of the 
use of iron. 

That Dinn Righ retained its importance into early 
historical times seems evident from its presence, un
der the name "Dunum," on Ptolemy's map of Ire
land (though Orpen gives .. this distinction to Rath 
Gall in Co. Wicklow). According to our annalists, 
Dinn Righ remained for long the seat of the Kings 
of Leinster, but for how long we are not told. It 
it seems to disappear from recorded history (al
though probably still used by some local chieftain 
or petty king) until the Norman invasion, when it 
reappears, as is suggested below, in a new form and 
under a new name. 

Perhaps the most impressive thing about the 
mound and its defences is the remarkable state of 
preservation in which we see them today. The out
lines of the mound and ditch have remained sur
prisingly sharp down the years. One possible reason 
for this is the thick growth of trees and bushes which 
has undoubtedly prevented weathering to any great 
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extent. Even still, the outlines seem much too well 
preserved for a site purporting to date exclusively 
from prehistoric times apd, indeed, have few char
acteristics in common with sites known to be Irish. 
Amongst the people of the area, and in the Ordnauce 
Survey letters relating to the county, the site is re
ferred to as "Maudlin Mote," "Madlin Mote," or 
"Ballyknockan Mote"-the letter appearing on some 
Ordnance Survey maps. This use of "mote" is surely 
an indication of Norman connections with the site. 
Exclusively Irish sites are mentioned in tradition as 
"rath", "dun," or "lios"; those associated with the 
Normans as "moat," "mote," or "Motte." Therefore, 
for these reasons and for others which I shall pre
sently discuss, I put forward the conjecture that 
Dinn Righ was remodelled by the Normans and used 
by them in the last decades of the 12th century. 

There is a reference in Comerford to a John de 
Claville who was granted land at Leighlin by Hugh 
de Lacy, and who erected a fortress here in 1181 AD. 
I suggest that de Claville did not build a new fort- -
ress at Leighlin but merely adapted Dinn Righ to 
his own uses; converting it into the familiar Norman 
Mote and Bailey type; the fortress then becoming 
known as the "Black Castle." The name itself ap
pears to me to be significant. On Norman mote and 
bailey structures, the dwelling houses are almost al
ways of wood, and around them was built a palis
ade, also of wood. One of the best methods of pre
serving wood in a damp climate like ours, is to coat 
it with pitch or tar. If this were done by de Cla
ville at Dinn Righ, it would seem to explain the 
name "Black Castle." 

To the west of the mound, and between it and 
the roadway, lies a stretc;b.--of ground some 300 feet 
by 350 feet, which may conceivably have been the 
bailey. This area is well defended on the south side 
by the steep slope to the river Madlin, and on the 
east by the mound and its ditch. On the west and 
north no traces of defence works remain, though 
the construction of the roadway may have obliter
ated those on the west, and on the north there yet 
remains a low bank which, together with a ditch 
(perhaps filled in by some farmer fearful for his 
cows!) would have taken ample care of defence on 
that side. Perhaps significant also is the fact that 
this same low bank of the north side is in line with 
the outer rampart of the mound and may there
fore mark the original course of the defence works. 

The the present stone castle on the east bank 
of the Barrow at Leighlinbridge is not de Claville's 
castle, is certain. The ruin is clearly that of a 15th 

century building, judging by its architecture alone. 
Further proof of its 15th century date emerges from 
the fact that the present bridge across the Barrow 
at LeighliIJ. was not built until 1320 by Maurice, 
Jakis, Canon of Kildare. The reason why they erect
ed the bridge in its present position, and not down
stream at Ballyknockan, is not difficult to explain. 
The engineering problems presented by the wide 
stretches of flat, marshy land on either bank may 
have caused the builders to move the crossing to a 
point further up-stream where the banks were higher 
and afforded a surer foundation for their stone 
bridge. That the bridge remained unprotected by a 
castle until the early 15th century, seems indicated 
by the following. In 1378 Richard II granted a pen
sion of 20 marks out of the rents of Newcastle of 
Lyons to the Priors of the Carmelite Friary at Leigh
lin. 

This was done in consideration of their services 
in defending the bridge. No castle can have existed 
at that time, for, had it done so, defence of the bridge 
would surely have evolved on its garrison and not 
on the friars. The pension continued to be paid in 
the reigns of Henry IV and Henry V, and ceased 
in the reign of the latter, for there is no mention of 
its renewal at the commencement of the next reign 
(that of Henry VI) in 1422. Clearly, the friars, as 
defenders of the bridge, had by then been replaced 
of a castle built in 1408 by Gerald, 5th Earl of Kil
of a castle built in 1408 by Gerlad, 5th Earl of Kil
dare. This castle was called, according to Comer
ford, the "White Castle." 

Why was there such delay in the erection of this 
castle? The Crown authorities seem to have thought 
that the friars (and possibly Ballyknockan Mote if, 
indeed, it continued in use at this late date) pro
vided sufficient defence for the bridge in ordinary 
circumstances. In the late 14th and early 15th cen
turies, however, the west bank of the Barrow fell 
into the hands of the Irish. The greater threat to 
the security of the bridge, which this entailed, ne
cessitated the building of a castle on the east bank 
for the protection both of the bridge and of the 
community of English settlers in that part of Leins
ter. 

There appears to be some confusion about the 
names ·"Black Castle" and "White Castle." Comer
ford applies the fo;rmer to de Claville's castle of 1181, 
and the latter to Gerald's castle of 1408. At the pre
sent day the name "Black Castle" is usually given 
to the stone castle of 1408 on the east bank. 
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Clochan na Marabhan 
(Ballon Hill) 

By William Nolan (Author of "They First Arose") 

M Y first contacts with the great stone were 
graceless, irreverent and undignified. The 
possibilities suggested by its steep, shiny 

surface could not, however, be ignored by an urchin 
who missed no opportunity to slide down banisters. 
The smoothness of the boulder was misleading, and 
the inevitable results of friction were quickly and 
painfully made known to me. I was wearing a flimsy 
cotton pants, and the material disintegrated almost 
magically after a few triumphant descents. My pos
terior had no sonner ceased to sting from the abra
sions inflicted by the rock than the sensation was 
renewed even more keenly in consequence of the 
punishment doled out by an incensed parent. 

Perhaps it was this painful experience which con
firmed my interest in the huge rock, or perhaps my 
natural bent would have induced me to study its 
history and background anyway. At any rate, I 
quickly decided that it was one of the most import
ant and unique monuments of antiquity in south
east Leinster; and I have constantly failed to under
stand the lack of interest shown in it. by archaeolo
gists at central and local levels. 

There is no doubt in my mind that it marks the 
last resting-place of an Ard-Ri. The Hill of Ballon 
has been long since identified with Oenach Ailbe
one of the most famous of the pre-Christian 
"priomh reilig" of Erin; and here, in 177 A.D., 
Cathair Mor, high king during the previous four 
years, was interred after he had been killed in the 
battle of Magh Agha. 

The boulder which undoubtedly covers the re
mains of the king marked the starting-point of the 
excavations carried out in the middle of the last 
century by the English archaeologist, Mr. Richard
son Smyth. He measured and described it accurately 
stating that it "measures nineteen feet by twelve in 
its largest dimensions; it is of a pyramidal shape, 
rising about eight feet above the surface, and ex
tending three feet beneath it." It proved to be sup
ported by granite blocks · at each end, and human 
bones and urns containing cremated remains were 
found beneath it. 

Mr. Smyth's excavations produced what has been 

described by a competent authority as "the most 
wonderful collection of fictile vessels in existence." 
His discoveries confirmed for all time the claim of 
Ballon Hill to be one of the most important and 
interesting places in the history oL pre-Christian 
Ireland; and provide a strong comment on the 
degree of neglect and inattention which has long 
been the portion of this storied locality. 

The method adopted here of marking the last 
resting-place of a great prince by a single tremend
ous granite boulder is, I believe, unique among 
Irish antiquities; and that fact alone should, one 
would imagine, have provoked a considerable amount 
of interest and controversy. Indeed, an outstanding 
reason for the impressive singularity of the monu
ment has already been advanced by the "Senchus 
na Relec" in the Book of the Dun Cow, in which 
the Lagenians interred at Oenach Ailbe are defined as 
"Cathair with his race and the kings who were be
fore him." 

A writer of note, pursuing the exciting train of 
thought evoked by this sweeping statement, sililo
quises thus: "May one conjecture that Ballon Hill 
first became the cemetery where the 'Lagenians were 
wont to bury' when Fea, the great grand-nephew of 
Partholon, was buried at Magh Fea, which appears 
to have been merged in or overlapped by Magh 
Ailbe; and where, in all ·probability, one hundred 
of his people, who died at the same time, were 
buried with him? Custom would then have sanc
tioned its use for this purpose until the time of Cath
air Mor." 

Thus, we may well have here, beneath the turf of 
an unsung Carlow hillside, the noblest and most 
notable accumulation of the dust of high-ranking 
Milesian princes to be found anywhere in the island, 
not excepting Tara, Cashel or Clonmacnois. Here 
they undoubtedly lie (or did until Mr. Smyth 
disturbed their rest)-not "each beneath his stone 
with name in branching Ogham," but collectively 
and much more effectively marked by the massive 
stone so appropriately called "the Stone of the 
Dead." 

"The iniquity of oblivion blindly scattereth her 
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poppy," sonorously stated Sir Thomas Browne; 
and it is certainly hard to assign any good or suf
ficient reason for the complete eclipse of the fame 
of this notable shrine of antiquity, especially as th~
evidence of its claims to recognition emerged so 
solidly scarcely more than a century ago. Indeed, 
as recently as 1928, when my damaged cotton pants 
was still a pretty live issue, the national press rippled 
with excitement over the Ballon Hill artifacts. It 
was on the occasion of the presentation by Colonel 
Beauchamp Lecky, D.S.O., of the remainder of the 
Smyth discoveries, which had been retained by 
his family, to the National Museum. The archaeolo
gists then described the collection as being repr.~sen
tative of nearly a thousand years of prehistory 
(1300-500 B.C.). 

This is the place that held my youthful interest, 
and that continues to fascinate me as the years draw 
on. Not the interesting associations of Isserninus, 
St. Patrick's diss;iple, with near-by Aghade-not the 
rieving and raiding of Donal Spainneach Kavanagh 

A Carlow Miscellanea 
By Oliver Snoddy, M.A. 

A NOTE ON THE PULPIT IN CARLOW 

CATHEDRAL 

In No. 3 (1901) of the Journal of the Proceedings 
of the Arts and Crafts Society of Ireland there is an 
interesting article (pp.237-242) by M. J. C. Buckley 
on 'The Artistic Guilds of Belgium' illustrated by 

. a photograph of a panel, depicting St. Paul Preach
ing in Athens, from the pulpit in the Cathedral of 
the Assumption, Carlow. 

The pulpit was made by the Flemish woodcar
vers of the Guild of Saint Luke the Artist, a move
ment founded in 1862 by Baron John Bethune of 
Ghent where its first school was founded. By 1 goo 
there were about 1400 students in the schools of 
Ghent, Brussels, Tournai and Liege. Scholars of the 
guild also produced the carved oak stalls in St. Can
ice's Cathedral, Kilkenny. 

ST APLESTOWN ... 

In Carloviana, Vol. 1, No. 2. (January, 1948) T. 
P. Walshe, N.T. contributed an article on Staples
town in which he mentioned (p. 66) the pen and ink 
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from Clonmullen Castle-not even the connections 
with the locality of the '98 and Father Murphy, have 
held for me more of speculation and attraction than 
the gentle, brooding old hill with its weather
beaten sentinel of stone. My imagination, aided per
haps in its wild leaping by the spirits roaming above 
the ancient graves, has peopled the place with a 
most fantastic folk, and involved them in an end
less sequence of romantic and extraordinary inci
dents. I have dreamed, as did Darcy McGee, of 
the greatness of their deeds, their passions and their 
sports; and I have felt that they must experience a 
great grief also at the realisation of how little they 
are remembered now by those who have succeeded 
them in the land. 

May I be forgiven for recalling the existence of 
one of their great burial places in the midst of our 
county, and for pointing out that even a few more 
centuries of neglect will produce no daunting effect 
upon the massive rock which has marked the spot 
from "beyond . the misty space of twice a thousand 
years.?" 

sketch of Staplestown in the journal of the traveller 
and topographer Thomas Dineley, (now Ms. 392 
in the National Library of Ireland). 

That sketch has been published on a few occas
ions. The last time was by James Carty on p. 21 of 
his Ireland from the Flight of the Earls to Grattan's 
Parliament (Dublin, 1949) where a truncated ver
sion with no guide to the significance of the letters 
on the sketch is captioned 'A Limerick Village, 1680 
-T. Dineley.'* 

It was previously published (p. 43) in the limited 
edition of Dineley's work entitled Observations in a 
Voyage through the Kingdom of Ireland: Being a 
collection of several Monuments, Inscriptions, 
Draughts of Towns, Castles, etc. by Thomas Dineley 
(or Dingley), Gent in the year 1681. From the Jour
nal of the Kilkenny and South-East of Ireland Ar
chaeological· Society, Dublin : Printed at the Uni
versity Press by M. H. Gill, 1870. 

This was in effect a reprint of the serialisation of 
Dineley's work in the Journal of the Society (gener
ally referred to now as JRSAI-the KSEIAS having 
become the RSAI) in the volumes for 18 58 / g (part 
1 ), 1862 / 3 (parts 1 and 2 : the Staplestown draw
ing appearing on p. 44 of part 1 ), 1864-6 (parts 1, 
2 and 3) and 1867. (*EDITOR'S NoTE: The 4th Edi
tion, November 1965 of Carty's "Ireland from the 
Flight of the Earls to Grattan's Parliament," corrects 
this error and the sketch is captioned "A Carlow 
Village, 1680-T. Dineley.'') 



Our Summer Outings 

I T has been asserted, more than once, that 
Carlow has lately become a graveyard for clubs 
and societies. No doubt many have fallen by the 

wayside over the years, but fortunately through the 
intense interest of the members and dedicated work 
by successive committees right from our inaugura
tion our Society has belied that statement and to
day it enjoys a vigour and growth that many others 
would wish to emulate. 

How has this happened? I suggest that our Sum
mer outings, which have become an integral part of 
the life of the Society, provide the main answer
they are popular and appeal to all shades of opinion 
among the members. Some attend for strictly his
torical purposes, others for companionship, mo~e 
to view strange places and there are those . who 
come to renew friendship and contact with other 
outside members, especially during the picnic tea 
outings. 

No matter under which heading or category mem
bers come I hope they will be glad to know they 
are fulfilling an important part in the life and help
ing to keep alive our Society by every outing they 
take part in. 

Since the outings commenced we have visited IO 

counties of Leinster and 4 of Munster. This year's 
annual outing was to Cork city. It was the longest 
expedition yet undertaken by the Society. We visited 
the controversial Skiddy's Home in the shadows of 
famed Shandon Steeple (whose bells are talked of 
everywhere) and Butter Market. 

Limerick was our next longest journey where we 
had the honour of being welcomed in historic St. 
Mary's Cathedral and having a most entertaining 
talk by Dean Talbot on its ancient and modern life. 

Drogheda was also one of our far flung expedi
tions where we visited, amongst other places, both 
the old and new Mellifont Cistercian Abbeys. 

The Hill of Tara and Co. Meath was our mec
ca on two occasions. We were royally received by 
one of the best historians of modern times, Mrs. H. 
Conway, Hon. Secretary of Meath Archaeological 
Society. History literally oozes from her lips in a 
very warm-hearted manner. We were honoured by 
a civic welcome from the chairman of Trim Urban 
Council and our good friend Donal Godfrey took 
a colour film of the outing, this he showed at a 
meeting which the members thoroughly enjoyed. 

Dublin city has proved to be the favourite mec
ca of all. We have visited it no less than on 4 oc
casions. Mr. Jas Tutty, Hon. Secretary, Old Dublin 

By Alec Burns 

Society, who has justly earned the title of "Mr. Old 
Dublin," is unrivalled as a guide to both the ancient 
and modern show places of the city. Our second 
outing there included a visit to St. Mary's Abbey of 
Silken Thomas fame. We also visited Arbour Hill 
cemetery to pay homage and tribute at the grave 
of one of Ireland's noble sons, Michael O'Hanra
han (who with his family lived in Tullow Street 
for many years) and our other executed leaders. 

On our visit to Rothe House, Kilkenny, and Re
ginald's Tower, Waterford, we saw perfect examples 
of what could be done to make Carlow Castle ruins 
a mecca for tourists. They were all that a local 
museum should be, small, uncluttered, the period 
pieces attractively displayed-getting the message 
across in a modern manner. 

Probably the most popular place visited in recent 
years was Castletown House, Celbridge, where the 
beautiful plaster ceilings, woodwork carvings, exe
cuted by the· world famous Francini Brothers, Italy, 
and the general decor were greatly admired by all 
while the piece-de-resistance was the nerve wracking 
description by our guide of the card game played 
by the owner with the devil himself who reportedly 
left hurriedly through the window, leaving his hoof
prints scorched into the timber floor. 

A m,ost encouraging aspect of the outings is the 
respect and esteem which the Society enjoys. No 
matter where we go or want to visit be it an oc
cupied residence, old castle, church, museum, etc., 
the mention of the Old Carlow Society proves an 
open sesame. 

We have been allowed to visit places as a group 
to which individuals have hitherto been refused ad
m1ss1on. 

Our visits have also encouraged other towns and 
counties to foster knowledge of the history and folk
lore of their own districts, also to bring to the no
tice of the proper authorities any historic finds 
which might be uncovered in the course of farm im
provements. 

Finally, let me say that since our inception in 1946 
we have been endeavouring to foster a love and 
interest in things of the past amongst all our mem
bers both active and honorary. The successful out
ings have proved themselves. As a result our Society 
is still full of life and we hope with the continued 
loyalty and co-operation of the members it will con
tinue to flourish, expand in numbers and in the 
scope of its activities. 
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Bolton, Liam, Keelogue, Killeshin. 
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Finnegan, Mrs. A., Tullow Street, Carlow. 
FitzMaurice, Maj. A. ]. W., Laurel Lodge, Carluw. 
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Kealy, Thos. & Brendan, Maryborough St., Graiguecul
len. 

Kelly, Miss M. T., "The Stream," Carlow. 
Kelly, Ml. & Mrs., Burrin Street, Carlow. 

. Kelly, Mrs., Rutland, Carlow. 
Kelly, Thos., Farringdale, Long Island, New York. 
Kelly, W. & Mrs., 26, St. Patrick's Avenue, Carlow. 
Kilkenny Archaeological Society. 



Lawler, Brian & Mrs., "Dunamase," Tullow Road. 
Carlow. 

Leslie, W. A., Eccleston Square, London. 
Lillis, Maj. Gen. Jas., Blackrock, Dublin. 
Lillis, T. J. & Mrs., Lumclone House, Fenagh, Co. 

Carlow. 
Little, Tony, Montgomery Street, Carlow. 
Loftus, Mrs. G., Gurteen, Palatine, Carlow. 
Lombard, Mrs. F., Montgomery Street, Carlow. 

Maguire, F., Muinebeag, Co. Carlow. 
Mannion, F., B.A., 54 Dublin Street, Carlow. 
Monahan, J. & Mrs., Castletown, Carlow. 
Moore, W. & Mrs., "St. Anne's," Athy Road, Carlow. 
Murphy, Miss A., Barrack Street, Carlow. 
Murray, A. &. Mrs., 25 Dublin Street, Carlow. 
MacLead, Miss Iona, Librarian, Carlow. 
McCaul, Mrs. A., 54 Dublin Street, Carlow. 
McCamey, George & Mrs., Governey Park, Carlow. 
McDonald, Mrs., Hollymount, Carlow. 
McDonnell, R. & Mrs., Dublin Street, Carlow. 
McKenna, Miss Anna, "St. Dympna's,'' Carlow. 
McNulty, Dr. Mary, Merrion, Dublin. 

Nolan, Miss C., Burrin Street, Carlow. 
Nolan, Mrs. M., Barrack Street, Carlow. 

O'Donnell, Hugh, Dublin Street, Carlow. 
O'Donovan, Miss D., N.T., Graiguecullen. 
O'Broin, Sean, B.Agr.Sc., Stillorgan, Dublin. 
O'Hanlon, Mrs. J., Hanover, Carlow. 
O'Ilanlon, Mrs. A., ''Sunnyside," Graiguecullen, Carlow. 
O'Keeffe, B. & Mrs., St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow. 
O'Keeffe, Miss Mary, St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow. 
O'Leary, Sean & Mrs., Montgomery Street, Carlow. 
Oliver, Miss B., Dublin Street, Carlow. 
Oliver, James & Mrs., "Carraig Rua," Kilkenny Road, 

Carlow. 
O'Neill, Mrs. M., Wilton Gardens, Cork. 
O'Neill, Misses Lucy, Leonie and Mary, Barrack Street, 

Carlow. 
O'Neill, Miss Mary, G.P.O., Carlow. 
O'Neill, D. & Mrs., Bronx, N.Y., U.S.A. 
O'Neill, Mrs. J., New York, U.S.A. 
O'Neill, T. & Mrs., Granby Row, Carlow. 
O'Neill, Mary, Granby Row, Carlow. 
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O'Neill, T., Gayville, Carlow. 
O'Reilly, Mrs. B., "Fruithill," Carlow. 
Osborne, W. C., Bank of Ireland, Carlow. 
O'Rourke, Hugh, Avondale Drive, Carlow. 

.Pender,, Mrs. & Peg, Rainstown, Palatine, Carlow. 
Pender, Mrs. Helen, Rainstown, Palatine, Carlow. 
Peters, Mrs. S., Hyde Valley, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 

England. 
Purcell, Pat & Mrs., Quinagh, Carlow. 

Reddy, Jas. & Mrs., Lr. Staplestown Road, Carlow. 
Regan, ]as. & Mrs., Old Derrig, Carlow. 
Reynolds, Miss K., Governey Park, Graiguecullen, Carlow 

Saywell, H. E. H., Wilton Crescent, London. 
Sheehan, Miss E., Meadway, Welwyn Garden City. 

Herts, England. 
Sheehan, Miss K., Burrin Street, Carlow. 
Sheehan, R., Morristown, N.J., U.S.A. 
Smvth, T. & Mrs., 2, Leinster Crescent, Carlow. 
Smyth, Miss Mary, 2, Leinster Crescent, Carlow. 
Smyth, Michael, Newtown, Nurney, Co. Carlow. 
Sunderland, Miss Patricia, Centaur Street, Carlow. 

Tracy, Miss Alice, "Stella Maris," Carlow. 

Waldron, A. & Mrs., Frederick Avenue, Carlow. 
Wall, Miss B., Barrack Street, Carlow. 
Walsh, Mrs. P., Hanover, Carlow. . 
Walshe, Philip, c/o Resident Representative, U.N.D.P. 

P.O. Box 4046, Kampala, Uganda. 
Walsh, Miss Clare, N.T., St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow. 
Ward, Mrs. J., Little Barrack Street, Carlow. 
Whitehead, Mrs., "Rosareen," Granby Terrace, Carlow. 
Woods, ]as & Mrs., St. Killian's Crescent, Carlow. 
Woods, J. J. & Mrs., Moanacurragh, Ca:low. 

' Woods, Miss Kitty, Rainstown, Palatme, Carlow. 

For your information: Subscription to Old Carlow Soc
iety, 7/6 per annum, payable to Hon. Treasurer, Mr. T. 
Smyth, Leinster Crescent, Carlow. 

Society's Journal "Carloviana" published annually, 
2/6 per copy. 

The Editors and the Committee of the Old Carlow Society wish to thank all 
who have contributed in any way to this issue of Carloviana, particularly Mr, Donal 
Godfrey who has again provided us with some splendid pictures for this issue, as 
well as giving us our cover picture,. which is a view of Carlow from the tower of 
the Cathedral. They are also indebted to the support of our advertisers, without 
which it would not be possible to continue the publication of our Journal. 

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 

The. Editors would be interested to hear from anyone who has old photographs 
of Carlow and District, no matter how faded or uninteresting these may appear to 
be. Such photographs sometimes print surprisingly good and may be invaluable 
when used- as illustrations for some article we are considering for the Journal. 
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BLACK AND AMBER 
There was a time when the Club wags used to say that the Carlow Rugby colours represented the players' 

favourite drinks. 

Survivors of this mythical era are duly edified when they find so many of to-day's players are strictly 
"mineral" men. 

Certainly, the Clubhouse, pitches, and amenities of Co. Carlow Football Club's new ground did not 
materialise from the principles of "Coarse Rugby". 

Nobody in 1873 could have dreamed that 1968 would find Carlow with the finest facilities of any club 
in Ireland. 

By the end of November, 80 players (exclusive of the Schoolboy Section) had played on the various 
Carlow teams. 

In five years time Carlow will have reached its Centenary. During all that time the Club has preserved 
an honourable record of talent and sportsmanship. It has done credit to the town, and we salute it 
as an authentic part of Old Carlow. 

Murrays, Dublin Street, Carlow 

BRADBURYS 
* * * 

High-Class Confectioner 

and Fancy Baker 

* * * 
Wedding and Christening Cakes 

a Speciality 

* * * 

TULLOW STREET 
CARLOW 

KEHOE'S FOR RADIOS 

* * * 
Sole Carlow Agents for 

MURPHY AND PYE RADIO 

Philips, Pilot, Bush Models 

also stocked 

* * * 
Efficient After Sales Service 

and Repairs to all Makes 

* * * 
Servis and Electrolux Agent 

* * * 

GERALD KEHOE 
Radio and Electrical Service 

136 TULLOW ST., CARLOW 



Graiguecullen Corn & Coal Co. Ltd. 
Carlow. 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllt 

Dealers in 

WHEAT OATS BARLEY MANURES 

BEST QUALITY COALS 

lllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllhllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIUIIIII 

Enquiries Invited 

C:RUISES 

HOLIDAYS 
BY AIR 

Telephone 41639 

ASK US FOR OUR 

SPECIAL BOOKLETS 

FOR FULL DETAILS 

TULL Y'S TRAVEL AGENCY 
CARLOW OR GOREY 

Phones: Carlow 41257. Gorey 27 

Telegrams: Corn Co., Carlow 

Michael Doyle 
* * * 

Grocery and Provisions 

General Hardware 

Coal Merchant 

* * * 

THE SHAMROCK 

71 TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 
Telephone Carlow 41847 



Everything 

arranged for 

Funerals 
and without 

unnecessary expense 

CARPENTERS take over all the trying details of 

funerals from Relatives and Executors. Let us 

quote for " all-in " arrangements including 

CEMETERY NEWSPAPERS 

WREATHS, MEMORY CARDS, ETC. 

For the finest and most economical service in the 

county, telephone, call or write to: 
I 

CARPENTER BROTHERS 
FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS 

BARRACI{ STREET, CARLOW 
CB Estab' ished l 927 

II ALWAYS ON TOP 
OF FASHION II 

You will find a marvellous selection of all 
the latest styles in:-

COATS * GLOVES 
COSTUMES * NYLONS 
FROCKS * UNDERCLOTHING 
WATERPROOFS* HANDBAGS 
SKIRTS * SCARVES 
SLACKS * UMBRELLAS 
KNITWEAR * STOLES 
BLOUSES * EVENING FROCKS, &c 

YOU'LL GET EXCLUSIVE STYLES 
AND A BETTER SELECTION AT-

The Modern 
Specialists in Ladies' Wear 

TULLOW STREET, CARLOW 

Phone: Carlow 41237 

OLIVERS 

* Old Established Victuallers 

FOR PRIME BEEF AND MUTTON 

CORNED BEEF A SPECIALITY 

* J. OLIVER & SONS 
LTD. 

Carlow Phone 41 lOS 



Darrers Stores 

Better Value 

Drapery and Grocery 

A. E. COLEMAN 
Motor and Cycle Dealers 

19 DUBLIN STREET 

CARLOW 
* * * 
Dealer for ' 

RALEIGH CYCLES & MOPEDS 

* * * 
REPAIRS A SPECIALITY 

ACCUMULATORS CHARGED 

* * * 
Oils, Greases & Spares in Stock 

HUGH LUPUS & CO. 
RACING OFFICE 

* * * 

For Best Odds 
and Best Service 

* *. * 

10 COALMARKET 

CARLOW 

Phone: Carlow 41219 



ROYAL HOTEL, QARLOW 
A.A. Central Heating throughout. R.I.A.C. 

Y 0'41- PtrLrit1 

Yo'41- Cld F~~a~o~ 

We cater for all, to your complete satisfaction 

Write or phone the Manager-4162 l, 41156 or 41605 
I 

Phone 41346 

BRAMLEY'S 
62 & 63 DUBLIN STREET 

CARLOW 
Agent for ROLEX Watches 

The Fashionable G,ift-

WATERFORD GLASS and 

BELLEEK CHINA 

"Doctors, Statesmen, Sportsmen 
and Editors SMOKE: 

G.B.D., Dr. PLUMB & K.P. PIPES 
and no wonder! they are manufactured from 
1st grade material and give 100 per cent. 

satisfaction" 

* * * 
'The Thinking Man Smokes a Pipe' 

* * * 
For all Smokers' Requisites 

YOUR PORT 6F CALL IS 

CIGAR DIVAN 
50 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW 

Estd. 80 years. Phone 41189 



IT1S ECONOMICAL, 
TO BURN A HIGH QUALITY WELL GRADED 

ANTHRACITE 
SUITABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF COOKERS, STOVES, CENTRAL HEATING, 

PLANTS, CORN DRYERS AND LIME BURNING KILNS 

MINED LOCALLY 
BY 

Rossmore Collieries Ltd., Carlow 
PHONE YOUR ORDERS TO CARLOW 41181 

Carlow's Leading Bakers 

and Confectioners 

* * * 

Christmas Cakes a Speciality 

Purest Ingredients only used 

* * * 

DUNNY':S 
CASTLE STREET 

CARLOW 
Phone 41151 

M. WHITE 
M.P.S.I. 

* * * 
Veterinary & Dispensing Chemist 

* * * 
Sick Room Requisites 

* * * 
Photographic & Toilet Goods 

* * * 

39 TULLOW STREET 
CARLOW 
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,Our printing 

all . 
:goes 1n 
)directions 
because we have a fast service, 
a reputation for quality and 
workmanship second to none. 
FINE COLOUR PRINTING 
a speciality 

The Nationalist 
Commercial and Art Printers 

Carlow 
Telephone 4173 .1 (2 lines) 

NOLAN'S 
CHEMISTS 

FOR ALL HIGH-CLASS 
PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS 

* * * 
Manufacturers of the highest grade medicines. 
All the , leading Brands of Ethical Pro
prietaries stocked. Lboal Agent for Helena 
Rubenstein's Famous Cosmetics. . Sight
testing daily by fully qualified Opticians. 

FILMS DEVELOPED AND PRINTED 
QUICK SERVICE •. BEST RESULTS 

*. * * 

E. J. Nolan· 
M.P.S.I., F.B.0.A., Prop., 

l, DUBLIN ST., & l, CASTLE ST., 

CARLOWi Phone: 41680 

J. J. WALL 
* * * 

MOTOR GARAGE 

and 

SERVICE STATION 

* * * 

Kilkenny Road 
Carlow 



'Value, Quality arid Service' 

SHAWS 
Department Stores 

Carl,ow, Athy, Portlaoise, Mountmellick, 
Roscrea and Waterford 

Hughes Brothers 
-" 

Monumental Works ' 

Carlow_ 

* * * 

Memorials erected in 
Marble, Limestone ~ 

and Granite 

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT UNDER 
PERSONAL SUPERVISION 

Designs and Quotations on Request 

We are pleased to 

be associated with 

Carloviana 

* 
Melville & Co. -

Carlow 

\ 



Insist on 

Ke/ I istown Fresh Eggs 
fresh daily from our farm 

Meaty, succulent chickens and fresh Eggs are sent out 
daily from BRENDAN BROPHY'S farm at Kellistown, Co. 

Carlow. 

Trade Enquiries: 

J. J. BRADY, 3 COKE LANE. 

F. GROGAN, PEMBROKE, CARLOW. 

'.l;'elephone 41632 

Thomas Hearns 
VICTUALLER 

* * * 
CHOICE BEEF, MUTTON and LAMB, 

PICKLED BEEF and OX TONGUES 

SAUSAGES and PUDDINGS 

POULTRY, RABBIT AND EGG MERCHANT 

* * * 

TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 

Phone 774531 
Phone 41612 

A. Lovely Lounge 

* 
Finegan's 

* 
TULLOW STREET 

Carlow 

Phone: 41233. 



BUILDERS 
CARLOW 

TELEPHONE 41208 

ATHY 
TELEPHONE 21317 

CONTRACTORS 



An Old Carlow Industry 

CARLO ORANGE 

LEMONADE 

DRY GINGER 
ALE 

GRAPE FRUIT 

CIDERETTE 

CASTLE ORANGE 

Established 1827 

MINERAL 
WATERS 

Manufactured by 

CORCORAN & CO. 
LIMITED 

CARLOW 

Nationalist Printers , Carlow. 

CARLO LEMON 

LEMON 
FLAVOURED 

SODA 

STONE BEER 

TONIC WATER 

COLA 

ORANGE CRUSH 

Phone 4 1849 


