


A.A. Central Heating throughout R.I.A.C. 

YOUR WE1)1)fNG 
YOU~ 1)f NNER-1)ANC!t 

YOUR PART\/ 
YOUR C!lUg FUNC!1fON 

We cater for all, to your complete satisfaction 

Write or phone the Manager-41621, 41156 or 41605 

A. E. COLEMAN 
Motor and Cycle Dealers 

19 DUBLIN STREET 

CARLOW 

Dealer for 

RALEIGH CYCLES 

REPAIRS A SPECIALITY 

ACCUMULATORS CHARGED 

Oils, Greases & Spares in Stock 

HUGH LUPUS & CO. 
RACING OFFICE 

* 
For Best Odds 

and Best Service 

* 
10 COALMARKET 

CARLOW 
Phone: Carlow 41219 
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The wheels of our industry began to turn way back in 

and since then we've grown into one of Ireland's 
largest and most diversified engineering firms 

Thomas 
Thompson 
ol Carlow 



Steel Products Ltd. 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

Comet Stainless Steel Razor Blades I 

and 

Bohemian Single-Edge Blades 

FOR A REALLY BIG SELECTION 
OF HOUSEHOLD AND NURSERY 
FURNITURE VISIT OUR LARGE 

STORE 

There you can walk around and 
see the many designs of Modern 
Furniture. It's always a pleasure 
to help those either furnishing for 
the first time, or refurnishing. 

PLEASE ASK FOR ESTIMATES OF 
CARPETS & VENETIAN BLINDS 

P. & M. DARCY 
Drapers, House Furnishers 

33/35 Tullow Street 

FOR ALL GROCERIES, FRESH FRUIT, 

POTATOES, VEGETABLES 

IN SEASON 

AT KEENEST PRICES 

consult 

Gerald Hosey 
Retail Stores and Wholesale 

Fruit Merchant 

Staplestown Road 
Carlow 

PHONE 41562 
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EA.SIER FEEDING 
HEALTHIER STOCK 

BETTER PROFIT 

By using 

BARO MIL 
Compound Feeding Stuffs 

For best drinks and 

luxurious surroundings 

come to 

* 
STONEHAVEN 

Prop. T. CLERKIN 

... Tops in Quality 

CARPENTERS take over all the trying 
details of funerals from Relatives and Ex
ecutors. Let us quote for "all-in" arrange-

ments including 

CEMETERY NEWSPAPERS 

WREATHS, MEMORY CARDS, 

ETC. 

For the finest and most economical service 
in the county, telephone, call or write to: 

CARPENTER BROS. 
FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS 

BARRACK STREET, CARLOW 

LUXURY LOUNGE BAR 



"A.LL THE EARTH PROCLAIM THE LORD" 

Not for us the beating of the pious drum. Still, the least-publicised 
event of 1972, the visit of a group of Carlow choirs to the RTE Studio 
Church, was the most memorable and exciting happening of the year. 

It would be facile to reminisce about 1922, be nostalgic for the life-style 
of that period, drowned in the thunder of containers choking our streets. 

We must live in the 70s, and with them. All we can salvage is the rare 
oasis of peace and beauty such as we enjoyed on that Sunday morning 
in November. 

Here was music of the 70s, dignified and memorable, written by a French 
theologian, yet in an idiom appealing to all age-groups. Celebrant, conductor 
and choirs were worthy of the composer. 

That friends of other faiths found so much in the central act of worship 
common to their own services can only strengthen the bonds which have 
always united Carlow in charity. 

Murrays, 25 Dublin St., Carlow-

BRADBURYS 
High-Cla~s Confectioner 

and Fancy Baker 

* 
Wedding and Christening Cakes 

a Speciality 

Tullow Street 

Carlow 

Carlow's Oldest Established 
Bakery 

DUNNY'S 
SECOND PLACE IN 1969 BAKER 

OF THE YEAR COMPETITION 

Try our Prize-winning Bread 

High-Class Confectionery 

Christmas and Wedding Cakes 
a Speciality 

Purest Ingredients only used 

PERSONAL SERVICE 

Phone: 41151 



DUCKETTS 
GROVE 
Lounge Bar 

Wedding Receptions, Birthday Parties Etc. 

PROPRIETOR: V. NICHOLL 

The ideal rendezvous for a pleasant weekend 

South East School 
of Motoring 

DUAL CONTROLS .. ... EXPERT INSTRUCTIONS 

Phone: Carlow 41169 Gorey 21373 

Hugh Coogan 
Ex-Tester 

St. Joseph's, Rathnapish, Carlow 



We are here in Governey Square, Carlow, 15 years this Autumn 
and have endeavoured to carry out our duties as Pharmacists to 
the best of our ability. It is difficult to please all the people all 
the time, but we try and will continue to do so in future years. 
We are stocked to compound all prescriptions and are carrying 
the comprehensive stock of Veterinary Preparations including 
Purina dog foods. In the cosmetic field we are agents for Ellen 

Betrix, German preparations. 

AYLMERS 
Leix Pharmacy, Governey Square, Carlow 

Phone (0503) 41341 

CARLOW 
41257 

Michael Doyle 

* 
Grocery and Provisions 

General Hardware 

Wallpaper and Paints 

* 
THE SHAMROCK 

71 TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 
Telephone Carlow 41847 
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M. WHITE "01 For Quality Fruit" 

Phone 41256 
M.P.S.I. 

* J. A. O'Neill Veterinary & Dispensing Chemist 

* &Sons 
Sick Room Requisites 

* 12 CASTLE ST. 
Photographic & Toilet Goods CARLOW 

* 
39 TULLOW STREET Wholesale Fruit Merchants 

CARLOW Home and Foreign Fruit 
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Shop around at leisure where shopping 

is a pleasure · and always has been 
. we were selling since 

Boys Tweed Suits at 3/6 to 12/6 each 

Youths ''Do" 10/8 to 25/· 
Mens ''Do" 16/8 to 48/· 

We have just as good value today at todays 

prices 

HAD DENS 
DEPARTMENT STORES 

FINEGAN'S 
Lounge Bar 

TULLOW STREET 

and 
POTATO MARKET 

Renowned For Excellence 

OFF LICENCE A 

SPECIALITY 

CARLOW 

We are now stockists of 

T\VEED 
Perfumes, Talc & Toilet 
Preparations by Lentheric 

Also 

Morny, Max Factor, Coty & 

Number Seven 

FOLEY'S 
MEDICAL HALL LTD. 

66, TULLOW ST., 

CARLOW-Phone: 41519 
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MUSAEIM AGUS 
MUSAEMACHAS 

Teid tuilte trid Firenze agus scoltar saineolaithe an 
Domhain Jena caoimhru. Duntar seomrai ar an bpobal 
san ardmhusaem is ni deirtear faic. Goidtear nithe as 
mhusaem Mha Nuad-is feidir duine no cine a ghoineadh 
ina stair, fosta - agus ni ghintear ach nuaiocht Jae de. 
An cuma Jinn, dairire, mar naisiun ar stair, ar gculra, 
agus ar bhfeiniulacht - no an cuis naire du.inn iad? 
Seans maith gurb ea. 

An tabhlacht is mo ata le musaeim is docha, na a 
leanunachas. Is cuimhin linn uilig Bailiuchain suimiula 
agus cnuasaigh speisiula nach feidir leanar leanai a bhfeis
cint anois, de bharr easpa airgid, easpa tacaiochta, no 
easpa aontais ar lucht a riaradh. 

An bhfuil baint ag an da theama seo le cas Mhusaeim 
Cheatharlacha. Is leir duinn, p'er bith, go bhfuil. Ta thart 
ar chead bliain anois o fagadh bailiuchain Jackson le 
nuacht do lucht riartha chursai an bhaile chun musaem 
a bhunu timpeall ortha do mhuintir Cheatharlacha. Ach 
ca bhfuil an bailinchan san - ca raibh an leanunachas is 
ga chun go mbeadh musaem beo mar aibhleog chuimhne 
i gcul ar smaointe. Ar bhuail tuilte Halla an Bhaile i 
gCeatharlach - ni heol duinn gur bhuail. Ar ghoideadh 
cuid den bhailiuchan (no e go leir) no ar shanntaigh 
duine no cuid den mhaorlathas e mar bhreagain abair 
no mar dheismireain? Nil fhios againn - agus fad is 
nach bhfuil fhios fasfaidh ar namhras agus beathnofar na 
raflai. 

Ta an lathair againn anois do Mhusaem Cheatharlacha. 
Ta cuid den abhar againn. Ta breis bailithe. Ta a thuilleadh 
le bailiu. Ach seans gur e an chead cheim eile gur ga a 
thogaint le tabhacht an mhusaeim a leiriu, le todhchai an 
mhusaeim a chinntiu; le leorghniomh eigin a dheanamh le 
patruin an am ata imithe; na fiosruchan poibli a ghairm 
faoi cad d'imigh do bhailinchan Jackson? 

The above Editorial was contributed by Mr. Oliver 
Snoddy, M.A., of the National Museum. In it he asks if 
we really care for our national heritage, or, bringing it 
home more forcefully, do we care for our local 
heritage? About 100 years ago a collection of interesting 
articles was left to the people of Carlow for the purpose 
of starting a museum. Where is that collection now that 
premises for a museum have been acquired? While 
mystery surrounds the " disappearance " of the " Jackson 
Collection " as it is called, rumours will abound. What 
about a public enquiry into the " disappearance " of the 
collection? 
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A Burial Mound at 
Baunogenasraid, Co. Carlow 

By Barry Raftery, M.A. 

THE MONUMENT in the townland of Baunogenasraid 
(locally known simply as Baunoge) is situated about a 
quarter mile south cf the main Tullow-Carlow road and 
approximately midway between the two towns. The 
site is located on the gentle, westward-f.tcing slope o,f 
a broad, cencave plain, and although the ground rises 
somewhat to the east the mound was erected in a place 
of considerable prominence possessing wide views on 
practically every side. 

As a result of bulldozing mound the perimeter of the 
tumulus and the discovery there in 1969 by local anti
quarians Themas Clarke and the late Philip Merne, of 
fragments of an Early Bronze Age funerary container of 
"Food Vessel" type, the site was brought to the atten
tion of the National Museum, which requested the writer 
to direct the excavation of the mound. With the kind per
mission and active co-operation of the landowner, Mr. 
Brendan L. Brophy, Kellistown House, Tullow, the work 
was carried out during eight weeks in Autumn, 1972. 

Before bulldozing and subsequent scientific excavation 
the monument was a circular mound of earth with 
gently sloping sides, the summit of which was largely 
overgrown by vegetation. When first observed by the 
writer, however, its edges were steeply scarped by the 
bulldozer disturbance and the sides of the mound thus 
laid bare were honeycombed by numerous rabbit bur
rows. At two points the remains of burials had been 
exposed. 

Many large boulders were scattered about, but, apart 
from the south-west where seven stones standing to a 
height of 30cm to 40cm could be seen to form portion 
of an arc of a circle protruding from the base of the ex
posed scarp, none of these was in situ. It has not been 
possible to ascertain with absolute certainty whether 
these scattered boulders once formed an outer ring of 
large kerbstones but several local people have assured 
the writer that this had been the case. 

When the archaeological investigation began the sur
viving mound was about 18 metres in diameter and rose 
some 4 metres above the surrounding country. In its or
iginal form before bulldozing its diameter probably mea
sured between 21 and 22 metres. 

Excavation has shown that the site was used for 
sepulchral purposes during two distinct periods in pre
history: first during the late Neolithic period (conven
tionally dated to about 2,000 B.C.) and later during the 
Early Bronze Age, again conventionally dated some-
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where in the five or six centuries after 2000. In the 
construction of the mound two building phases can be 
clearly discerned but it is not yet possible to state with 
confidence the extent to which these two phases re
flect the twofold use of the burial mound. 

The initial burial monument en the site consisted of 
an impressively constructed dolmen-like structure around 
which was packed a low, circular "cairn" of stones 
which had been sealed by a sod mound when the in
terment was complete (Fig. 1). The "dolmen" (Fig. 2) 
consisted of a polygonal chamber formed by six mas
sive side-stenes covered by a great, roughly rectangular 
capstone which weighs perhaps as much as one ton. 
The side-stones of the chamber sloped markedly inwards, 
each one being lodged tightly against the next so that 
the very stability of the construction depended on the 
inward pressure. The orthostats, with their smooth sur
faces facing inwards, were skillfully fitted together and 
any gaps or openings left at their upper extremities 
between the side-stones and the covering slab were plug
ged by small stones, especially limestone slabs wedged 
tightly into position. The maximum internal dimensions 
of the graYe are about lm by l.45m and its original 
depth was approximately l.60m. 

The floor of the chamber had been covered by a layer 
of fine, sandy material 50cm to 60cm thick. On this 

Fig. 1: The site with half the earthen mound removed. 
In the section the covering stone of the central chamber 
can be seen projecting. Visible also in the section is 

the outline of the sod mound. 

..... ____________________________ _ 



Fig. Z: The central "dolmen". 

were placed the disarticulated remains of an adult, 
human skeleton accompanied by a decorated, rn~md-bot
tomed clay bowl (Fig. 3) and a small, perforated, tog
gle-like object of lignite, possibly a pendant. The pot 
has a flat, inward-projecting rim which is ornamented 
by outer and inner bcrders of impressed triangles en
closing a series of incised lines running concentric 
with the rim edge. The entire outer surface of the pot 
bears a competently incised pattern of concentric semi
circles several of which in one portion of the pot are 
further embellished by impressed triangles. Towards the 
base of the pot, probably due to the space limitations, 
the concentric arcs degenerate into a form of rough, 
probably unintentional, basketry. 

Fig. 3: Detail of the central burial as it was discovered. 
The bones are clearly disarticulated. In the top right re
mains of the skull are visible. In the left hand corner lies 
the pot. Details of the decorated rim may be discerned. 

The circular area of stones which surrounded the cen
tral chamber was approximately 14m in diameter (Fig. 
4). The stones supported, rather than co,vered, the 
main burial structure and is thus, strictly speaking, 
hardly to be referred to as a true cairn. It was delimited 
by a rather indifferently constructed kerb of larger gran
ite blocks which tended to lean against, rather than ac-

tually support, the stones inside them. A second roughly 
constructed ring of stones, set inside the kerb and 
roughly concentric with it, may be discerned within 
the body of the "cairn". In the immediate vicinity of 
the burial chamber the level of stone packing rises 
somewhat to form what appears to be a roughly poly
gonal platform buttressing the chamber orthostats. 

Fig. 4: The site at an advanced stage of the excavation. 
The entire earthen mound has been removed. The scaf
folding used to raise the capstone is still in position. 
The latter Iles to the left of the now open burial chamber. 

The entire structure just described was covered 
over by a sod mound rising some 2m above the level 
of the stones. The lower perimeter of this mound was 
covered by a packing of medium-sized stones placed 
carefully in position doubtless in order to stabilize the 
sod layer and to prevent subsidence or collapse. In the 
body of the sod mound, a short distance directly above 
the central burial, a rectangular area of small, tightly
packed stones had been placed to form a cobbled layer, 
perhaps to give some added protection or significance 
to the burial underneath. 

Excavation revealed an arc of contiguous free-standing 
stones in the south set about 2m from the outer kerb 
of the "cairn' and for most of its preserved length run
ning more-or-less concentric with it. Bulldozer distur
bance has made it unclear, however, whether this repre
sents an annexe to the "cairn" or the remains of a cir
cle which ran around the mound. Nor can it be stated 
with certainty whether this was built contemporaneous
ly with the main burial monument or added at a later 
date. 

At all events, the final building operation at Baunoge 
is clear. All the structures described above were com
pletely covered over by a massive mantling of gravel, 
clay and other materials increasing the overall height 
of the mound to about 4m and adding at least 6m to 
its diameter. The total obscuring of all the architectural 
details of the monument which this action entailed might 
suggest that it took place at some chronological remove 
frcm the erection of the sod mound. It is even possible 
that the enlargement of the mound was carried out by 
the Early Bronze Age people who re-used the site as a 
cemetery (see below) though at the present stage of re
search this question must be left entirely open. 
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The work of increasing the dimensions of the mound 
was one of some magnitude. The source of the mater
ials used is unknown though it can be stated that it 
was not dug in the immediate vicinity of the tum
ulus. A test cutting outside the mound revealed no trace 
of an enclosing ditch. 

Whatever about the problems of constructional de
tail there can be no doubt that the mound was re-used 
by Early Bronze Age people several centuries after the 
initial interment had taken place. Ten secondary bur
ials belonging to the latter period were discovered. The 
majority of these were dug into the highest part of the 
mound and were found in several cases to occur a very 
short distance below the surface. All the burials were 
placed in shallow depressions. Five were cremated, five 
unburnt. In the latter examples, however, rabbit activ
ity had disturbed the bones so that it was not always 
possible to ascertain the original disposition of the re
mains. In two cases at least, however, the body had 
been crouched. In a number of instances rough settings 
of small stones, crudely circular or vaguely U-shaped in 
plan, were discerned delimiting the burial while in two 
cases the remains were underlain by a thin, black, or
ganic substance which appeared to represent a former 
container or lining of some sort. 

Grave goods were scant. Apart from fragments of the 
Food Vessel discovered in 1969 and a flint blade found 
by the writer in the same year, only one other burial 

was accompanied by a deposit. This was a well-made, 
leaf-shaped flint blade of the plano-convex type. Two 
indeterminate potsherds, a flint blade and a waste flake 
of the same material came to light in the body of the 
upper mound not associated with any burial. 

The excavation at Baunoge has produced much in
teresting information and has raised a number of im
portant questions. Both structurally and from the view
point of the objects recovered the site appears tran
sitional between the megalithic tomb tradition of the 
Irish Neolithic period and the single burial customs of 
the Early Bronze Age. The decoration of the Neolithic 
bowl and the construction of the primary chamber might 
even suggest late Passage Grave influence. It is pre
mature, however, here to consider any of the issues 
which the Baunoge excavation has raised and much 
research and discussion on the material from the excav
ation is necessary before firm conclusions can be reach
ed. The national importance of the site is clear how
ever, and thanks are due to Mr. Brophy for agreeing 
to its being preserved for posterity. 

Finally, I would like to express gratitude to my wife 
Nuala, and to the three stalwarts Luigi, Mark and Larry 
who endured the many vicissitudes with stoicism and 
dedication, if not altogether in silence (!), and who help
ed in no small way the successful outcome of the ex
cavation. 

The Provincial Bank 

WITH THE proposed closure of the Provincial Bank in 
Dublin Street, a little information on the premises 
early history may be of interest. 

There is a strong tradition that this house stands 
on the site of an old Feudal Stronghold. The massive 
wall of the stronghold left standing was incorporated 
in the erection of a former residence. 

In 1814, when Dr. Middleton undermined Carlow Cas
tle, the oak beams, black as ebony were brought from 
the debris, and used in the building of the house; the 
walls in some parts of the house were seven feet thick. 
Constructed of solid masonary, the whole structure pre
sented an unusual appearance. 

There was also an old stone chimney top at the back 
of the house, which resembled those of old Castles. In 
the early 1830's this house was occupied by Dr. Paul 
John Cullen, a Licentiate of the Apothecaries Hall. He 
was very mystified by the house's whole construction. 
He also noticed a hidden space or room to which 
no entrance could be found. He employed masons to 
work on this space. They broke a passage through a wall, 
which revealed a room in which there was a bedstead of 
ancient pattern with bed covering in keeping. When the 
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room was ventilated, the fresh air caused the bed cov
ering to crumble to dust. There were no human remains 
but the almost fossilated skeletons of two animals were 
found in the room. 

About 1870 the premises were occupied by Mrs. Mor
ton. She had a Hardware, Drug and Oil Store. She was 
Agent for Finlay's, Belfast Soap and Candles. The best 
Rock oil was also available. (Fore-runner of Paraffin Oil). 
Mrs. Morton's daughter, Miss B. Morton married Mr. Jos
eph Deighton, who owned the houses in Burrin Street 
now occupied by Mr. McDermott, Surgeon Dentist and 
Mr. George Fitzgerald. Mr. Deighton do,nated the Deigh
ton Memorial Hall (Former Sessions House) to the 
select Vestry of St. Mary's Church of Ireland, Carlow. 
When the Provincial Bank took over and demolished 
these premises, a portion of the old Town Wall of Car
low was discovered incorporated in the walls. 

It is thought that the wall was part of the Fortifica
tions built by Lionel Duke of Clarence around the town 
of Carlow. The old oak beams from Carlow Castle were 
removed and used as firewood. The stonework on the 
front of the present Bank was cut from Major Fitzmaur
ice's quarry at Springhill. 

--~~~-------------------------.............. 1 
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Carlow Born Philanthropist 

Thomas Pleasants and the Royal 
Dublin Society 

ON THE landing leading to the Members' restaurant in 
the premises of the Royal Dublin Society, hangs an oil 
painting executed by Solomon Williams, an historical and 
portrait painter who became a pupil in the Dublin 
Society's School of Art in 1771. This painting was pre
sented to the Society by Mr. Williams in 1820 and 
measures approximately five feet by four feet. 

The subject appears seated, clear eyed, with pro
minent nose, of frail disposition, holding in his hand 
the plan of the Botanic Garden while the Stove Tenter 
House is shown in the background. The overall impress
ion at first sight tends to the forbidding, and one feels 
the artist was less than kind, for this is a portrait of 
one of the greatest philanthropists Ireland has ever 
known-Thomas Pleasants. 

Pleasants was born in Co. Carlow in 1728, but little 
is known of his early life, though it is believed that he 
was educated for the bar but never practiced. He mar
ried Mildred Daunt in 1787 when he was almost sixty, 
and though the marriage was childless, it lasted for 27 
years. Mildred Pleasants died in 1814 and was buried 
in St. Bride's Churchyard. She was possessed of a sub
stantial fortune, and though there is no record of her will 
having been admitted to probate, it appears that Thomas 
Pleasants came in for this vast sum. He seems to have 
received his fortune almost immediately, for in March 
1814 he started on the first of his great enterprises, the 
building of the Stove Tenter House in Cork Street, Dub
lin. 

As Wright notes. "before the erection of this building, 
the poor weavers in the liberty were wholly destitute of 
employment in raining weather, or else endeavoured to 
tenter their cloths before the ale-house fire; the natural 
consequence of this wretched state was an inducement 
to drink, consequently to run into debt, and ultimately 
be removed to the Debtors' -prison. The jails were 
crowded with persons of this description and the hos
pitals filled with others under disease of mind and body 
resulting from the pressure of want." (In weaving, the 
'warp' of the piece of cloth must be prepared with 
size, and must then be allowed to reach a certain degree 
of dryness before it is woven in the loom. After it is 
woven it must be stretched on hooks, or, as they were 
called 'tenters'-thus the term 'tenter-hooks' which is still 
in daily use). 

On the 22nd July, 1814, Pleasants received the free
dom of the city of Dublin as a mark of the Corpora
tion's esteem "for erecting the Stove Tenters in the Earl 

Alan R Eager, R.D.S. 

of Meath's liberty for the advantage of the woollen 
manufacturers," and the following year his liberality 
was recognised by the Dublin Society. At a meeting held 
January 19th, 1815, it was proposed that he become 
an Honorary member of the Society. Pleasants was no 
procrastinator, and was evidently very pleased with the 
honour bestowed, for almost immediately he presented 
to the Society a fine collection of books valued at over 
one hundred pounds which included Hakluyt's Voyages 
(5 vols.) in an edition limited to 75 copies. (These books 
are now in the National Library). It was resolved that 
the thanks of the Society be presented to Mr. Pleasants 
for his liberal donation. At the same meeting February 
23rd, 1815, it was further resolved unanimously: 

"That the Secretary be directed to write a letter to 
Thomas Pleasants, esq, to represent to him that the 
Dublin Society, as trustees "for promoting and encour
aging the Arts, Husbandry, and Manufacturers 'of Ireland, 
have this day elected him an Honorary member of their 
Institution," for his exemplary munificence in expend
ing for public benefit, a sum exceeding six thousand 
pounds, in the erection of a Stove Tenter House, of great 
extent and singular utility, in the manufacturing district 
of this city; and that, although not within the sphere 
of their immediate objects or duties, they feel the value 
of that benevolence materially enhanced by the recollec
tion, that this generous and distinguished act of philan
thropy has proceeded from the same individual, who has 
by a donation of six thousand pounds, established a hos
pital for the relief of the indigent and suffering poor 
of that most populous district; and who has also been 
conspicuous in alleviating personal distress by an un
sparing distribution of his private fortune; and that the 
Society most heartily congratulate Mr. Pleasants on the 
happy and undoubtedly beneficial results, which have 
been generally felt by a large population from patriot
ism so distinguished, and benevolence so usefully ex
tended for the interest and happiness of the working 
poor of the city of Dublin." 
The £6,000 mentioned above was donated to the 

Meath Hospital to build an operating room and offices, 
operations having previously been performed in the gen
eral wards within sight and he.iring of the other pat
ients. Of this sum the residue of £2,000 was to be ap
plied forever to purchase wine and other necessities for 
the afflicted). 

At a meeting held on March 30th the following let
ter from Mr. Pleasants was read: Mr. Pleasants's best 
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compliments to the Secretary of the Dublin Society; re
quests he will make known to the Society at large, that 
he has a high sense of the honour they have conferred 
on him; and that he sends them, by the hands of Mr. 
Joshua Pasley, as a contribution to their Botanic Gar
den, with more hearty wishes for its prosperity, a Bank 
note of one hundred pounds. 

Pleasants donation was the main part of the busi
ness of the meeting held a week later, as Mr. Farran 
presented the following report from the Committee of 
Botany. "The Committee of Botany, having taken into 
consideration Mr. Pleasants' donation to the Botanic 
Garden, recommend that it be applied towards erecting 
a suitable entrance and Porter's lodge, on a proper site, 
to the gardens. They are of opinion, that this would be 
the most eligible appropriation of the money, not only 
as a new entrance is much wanted, but as it would be 
a lasting testimonial of the liberality of Mr. Pleasants 
to the Society. The Committee therefore propose, that 
plans and estimate of a new entrance, and the proper 
site thereof, be prepared and laid before the Society for 
their approval." 

In less than a week Thomas Pleasants replies in the 
form of a letter dated 12th April, 1815. "Mr. Pleas
ants having his writing-thumb hurted, can hardly hold 
a pen; but wishes, under his own hand to present his 
best compliments to the· ·Secretary of the Dublin Soc
iety; is heartily glad to find that an appropriate en
trance is determined on for the Botanic Garden, that 
institution of such immeasurable value to the commun
ity and so worthy of the public's consideration. Many 
years ago, he regretted to a friend, who was with him 
there, that there was not a proper entrance into it. How 

great would be his regret, now, that it has been 
brought to such eminence, by the splendid abilities and 
laborious applications of Dr. Wade. Mr. Pleasants hopes 
that a plan will be drawn suitable to the place; and that 
the porter's lodge will be, as well as convenient, com
fortable: and whatever the estimate may run to, be
yond the hundred (if one or two more) he will send it, 
as soon as he knows it; and every shilling of it, with 
pleasure. He is very glad at seeing such a number of his 
countrymen as the Dublin Society's list exhibits, so uni
versally and unweariedly proving themselves to be true 
(not mock) patriots". 

The Society obviously mindful of the extraordinary 
charitable and Christianlike character of Pleasants feel 
that the time is opportune to show their appreciation 
of Pleasants unique benevolence, so at a meeting held 
on 11th May, 1815, it was resolved that the Dublin Soc
iety impressed with a lively sense of the munificent acts 
of kindness and substantial gifts bestowed upon their 
Botanic Garden and library by Thomas Pleasants, esq. 
are desirous of perpetuating the same in such way as 
may be agreeable to him and creditable to themselves. 

Resolved, that the foregoing resolution be respectfully 
communicated to Mr. Pleasants, and that he shall at the 
same time be entreated to permit that distinguished ar
tist, Mr. Smith, (the Society's Professor of Sculpture) 
to execute a bust of him in marble, in order that the 
same may be placed in the gallery or the new garden
house of the Society, as may be deemed most proper or 
acceptable. 
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Resolved, that, in the event of Mr. Pleasants' acquies
cence in the wishes of the Society, the Committee of 
Fine Arts are requested to take the necessary measures 
to have the same carried into effect. The following 
notes of subsequent meetings speak for themselves. 
Thursday, May 18th, 1815. The Society having received 
from Mr. Pleasants, by Mr. Pasley, a message, request
ing permission to decline the honour intended him by 
the Society of placing his bust at the Botanic Gardens. 
Resolved, that the society does very reluctantly comply 
with Mr. Pleasants' request. 

Thursday, July 20th, 1815. Resolved, that the Com
mittee of Botany do wait on Mr. Pleasants to express 
their warmest thanks for his very liberal offer in un
dertaking the expense of erecting the lodges and gate 
to the Botanic Garden, and the very handsome manner, 
in which the communication has been made; and that 
they be empowered to proceed forthwith in the erection 
of the same, agreeably to the plan and estimate given 
by Mr. Pleasants' architect and builder, Mr. Thos. 
Smithson, who is to execute the same. That the Com
mittee of Botany do meet in the Botanic Garden on 
Tuesday next at 9 o'clock in the forenoon, to carry into 
effect the resolution of the Society respecting Mr. Pleas
ants' very liberal offer. 

The following year Pleasants reprinted, at his own 
expense, Madden's Reflections and Resolutions proper 
for the Gentlemen of Ireland ... (Dublin, 1738), which 
circulated freely in a large edition. In this work Madden 
describes the low condition of the country and lays the 
blame on the extravagence and idle dispositions of the 
people. He recommended that criminals, ordered to 
being executed or transported, should be employed in 
manufacturing hemp and flax in work-houses; that it
inerant husbandmen should be encouraged to travel 
through the country in order to give instruction to 
farmers; and that schools and professorships of agri
culture should be established in the principal towns. The 
latter part of the work enumerates the benefits deriv
able from a judicious distribution of premiums, a sub
ject which he brought to the notice of the Dublin Soc
iety. 

Thomas Pleasants died in his house in Camden Street 
on 1st March, 1818, and was buried, as he deemed, in 
St. Brigid's Churchyard. Under the terms of his will he 
made an extraordinary amount of private and public 
bequests including his house in Camden Street for the 
foundation of an orphanage for girls which was opened 
in 1818. Pleasants Street, situated adjacent to the or
phanage was suitably named after its founder a few 
years later. 

To the Society he left many valuable paintings and 
other works of art as noted in the following minute 
dated April 2, 1818. 

"Committee of Fine Arts consider it their duty to re
port, that all t;Ja.e pictures and prints, as specified un
derneath, bequested to the Society by the late Thomas 
Pleasants, esq., have been delivered to them by his 
executors, and safely deposited in the upper part of the 
Society's house, Kildare Street, where they remain lock
ed up until the Society shall direct how they are to be 
disposed of. The Committee beg leave to observe, that 
they appear to them to be of a highly respectable class, 
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and for which the Society must feel grateful. The list is 
as follows: twenty-five oil paintings-sundry small pre
sents-bust of Gay, the poet-full length cast figure of 
Rubens-full length figure of Handel-two frames contain
ing casts of medals-two very fine mother of pearl mod
els of Chinese ships-two large Chinese vases-two China 
figures of elephants". 
The final minute concerning Pleasants is dated June 22, 

1820, recording that Mr. Williams had been kind 
enough to present the Society a portrait of the late 
Thomas Pleasants, esq., painted by him. 

Pleasants' will was an extraordinary document which 
took over two years to complete and contained the fol
lowing precise details regarding his burial. He desired 
to be buried in the same grave as his wife "and that on 
being put into my coffin, her slippers may be laid cross
ways on my breast, next my heart, for I have, since her 
most sincerely lamented death, constantly had them un
der my pillow, kiss'd them and press'd them to my heart 

every night, going to bed, and the same in the morning 
rising. I request that her coffin may not be distrubed, 
but mine let down gently, on it". 

R. Ryan in his biographical dictionary of the Worthies 
of Ireland, Biographia Hibernica (London, 1821) writes 
of Pleasants "A name never to be forgotten in the an
nals of charity and benevolence; when time shall have 
drawn the curtain of oblivion before the records of wit, 
learning, and talent, his name shall live in the breast 
of virtue, and cheer distant generations, by monuments 
of utility". 
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Seventeenth Century Regal Visitations 

IN THE summer of 1615 three gentlemen-the Archbis
hops of Dublin and Armagh and the Bishop of Meath
set out from Dublin on 'a General Visitation throughout 
the Kingdom of Ireland'.1 They were in Carlow on 5th 
and 6th July but thereafter actually only visited dioces
es in the provinces of Leinster, Munster and Connaught. 
Affairs were not in the order they had hoped to find 
for 'great remisnes hath been used by sMne- of our Bret
hern in the government of their dioceses.'2 Neverthe
less they collected a great many statistics, on lines pre
pared in advance, and added their comments. Their 
original reports perished in 1922 but transcripts are list
ed in 'seventeenth Century Regal Visitations' to be pub
lished in Analecta Hibernica Vol. 28. The lists cover the 
1607 Visitation of the four dioceses of Cashel and Emly, 
Waterford and Lismore, the 1615 Visitation of dioceses 
in the three provinces, and the 1622 and 1633-4 Visita
tions which were for all dioceses. Unhappily not all the 
reports were transcribed before the originals were lost. 

For Leighlin Diocese only transcripts of the 1615 and 
1622 reports are available, but we are lucky in that the 
1615 Visitation happened to include a 1605 list of par
ishes, naming the clergy, 'farmers' and impropriations. 
Here we find that Catherlagh was an impropriate rec
tory, Walter Dungan (or Dongan) being 'farmer'. The 
vicar was Piers White, and the value was £10.3 In the 
1615 Visitation these two are again named, but the value 
is £20 and there was a curate Samuel Mosley. The 
church had 'no booke'. Shankill was also an impro
priate rectory, value £4, with a vicar called Thadeus 
Currin, and 'books both English and Irish'. Cloydagh 
'church and chancell well' had 'an Irish book'. The rec
tory was impropriate and their vicar was also vicar of 
Killeshin. 

Impropriate rectories-what are they? Before the dis
solution of the monasteries many rectories were appro
priated to them, the chief tithes of the rectory being col
lected by the monastery. For instance the rectory of 

P. B. Phair 
Catherlagh was appropriated to the Cistercian Abbey of 
St. Mary, Dublin which got their tithes of grain, and 
Hacketstown rectory to the House of Nuns of Grayne. 
In the case of appropriated rectories the person who did 
the work was the vicar or curate. After the dissolution 
these rectories became 'impropriate' (think of this as 
'improper' if you like). They became the ,property of the 
King and were granted or leased to 'farmers' who were 
supposed to look after the chancels of the churches and 
see that the cure was provided. The Rectory of Cather
lagh was leased to the Earl of Ormond for 66s. 8.' Thus 
Visitations are important because they continue the story 
of the rectories formerly appropriated to the monaster
ies. This is, however, too big a subject to introduce 
here. Students should consult two books, Gwynn and 
Hadcock's Medieval Religious Houses Ireland', publish
ed by Longman, and White 'Extents of Irish Monastic 
Possessions 1540-41', published by the Irish Manu
scripts Commission. 

Visitations for some dioceses give more information 
than others, the best providing all sorts of interesting 
details. Leighlin Diocese is unfortunately one that is not 
as full as the others. When recorded the Visitors' remarks 
often sound archaic to us. The Dean of the Cathedral 
Church at Limerick was 'a painefull preacher'. A vicar 
in Meath Diocese was 'to be deprived for revolting from 
us'. 'An honest man of good life and conversation and 
readeth Irish' was their comment on the vicar of Termon
barry. Their descriptions of the state of churches are us
ually very brief-'church up, chancel down', 'church that
ched with straw', 'church ruinated' are some examples. 
But there are also occasional sidelights on contemporary 
events, and on the lives of the clergy some of whom 
lived in great poverty. 

1. Calendar of State Papers Ireland, 22 June 1615, no. 140. 
2. Royal Irish Academy 23 F. 1. end of vol. 
3. Genealogical Office MS. 198, p. 390. 
4. Extents p. 23. 
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Some Burial Monuments of 
the Later Neolithic 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1944, during ploughing, Mr. Edward Byrne discov
ered a massive stone cist on his land at Linkardstown, 
Co. Carlow. The find was reported to the National 
Museum and investigated initially by Miss Ellen Prender
gast and subsequently by Dr. Joseph Raftery and Miss 
Prendergast. A report on the investigations was pub
lished shortly afterwards.' 

The cist was polygonal in plan and comprised of seven 
sidestooes. The slabs forming the cist were in places 
doubled, trebled and, in one instance, the wall had 
three additional sidestoneS- resting on the innermost 
slab. All the sidestones were inclined inwards so that 
the mouth of the cist was smaller than the area of its 
floor. The grave was roofed by means of two contiguous 
capstones canted upwards to produce an effect like that 
of a gabled roof. The cist measured 2m. in length and 
2.30m. in width. In it were found the disarticulated un
burned remains of one individual accompanied by 
shreds of, perhaps, five Neolithic vessels and a polished 
stone axehead. The grave was placed approximately cen
trally in a round mound (diameter ca. 25m.) the edge 
of which was defined by a kerb. 

ANALOGUES 

Research and discovery subsequent to 1944 have 
made it clear that the Linkardstown site was not an 
isolated phenomenon of the Later Neolithic (the period 
centering on ca. 2,000 B.C.). Several comparable monu
ments are known and may be described briefly as fol
lows. 

NORRISMOUNT, CO. WEXFORD2 

At this site there was an approximately rectangular 
cist set in a round mound. The mouth of the cist was 
considerably smaller than the area of the floor. The 
structure was roofed by means of a single capstone. The 
cist was 1.60m. in length and 50cm. in width at the 
base. The depth of the structure was 65cm. The grave 
contained the remains of an unburned skeleton and 
shreds of Neolithic pottery. 

BALLINTRUERMORE, CO. WICKLOW3 

This site was composed of a seven-sided cist set ap
proximately centrally in a round mound. An internal cir
cular revetment of stones was observed in the tumulus. 
The slabs forming the walls of the grave were doubled 
and in three cases trebled. The cist was roofed by means 
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of two large and two subsidiary capstones. The walls 
of the cist were, as at Norrismount and Linkardstown, 
inclined inwards. The burial consisted of the unburned 
remains of an adult male accompanied by a Neolithic 
vessel. 

JERPOINT WEST, CO. KILKENNY' 

At that site there was a massive polygonal cist placed 
approximately centrally in a round mound of complex 
construction. The edge of the mound (which was ca. 
24m. in diameter) was defined by a 'kerb' of small 
slabs which rested against, but did not support, the body 
of the tumulus. There were two further similar concen
tric arcs of stone buried under the mound and these 
may have marked stages in the construction of the 
monument. Between these, radially set stones occurred. 

The walls of the cist, like those of Linkardstown and 
Norrismount, were inclined and, in places, doubled. 
The mouth of the grave was closed by a sealing stone 
on which rested two further inclined slabs. The floor 
of the structure was roughly cobbled. The maximum dim
ensions of the cist were 2.14m. by 1.87m. It was 1.19 
m. in depth. The burial consisted of the unburned re
mains of a young adult male, and a deposit of crema
ted bone accompanied by shreds of plain and decora
ted Neolothic pottery, a polished bone pin and portion 
of a leaf-shaped arrowhead of flint. 

POULAWACK, CO. CLARE, GRAVES 8 and 8A5 

These two cists were discovered in the central, pri
mary position in the Multiple Cist, or Cemetery Cairn 
excavated by the Harvard Archaeological Mission. The 
cists wereplaced side by side and, while distinct struc
tures, it is clear from the excavator's plan6 that they 
belong to the same phase in the building of the monu
ment. Both were irregular in plan and were capped by 
means of several limestone flags. A large number of 
slabs were placed lean-to fashion against the walls of 
the cists in a manner strongly reminiscent of the doub
ling of the sidestones of the cists noted above. Grave 8 
measured 70cm. in length, 40cm. in width and 75-
50cm. in depth. Grave 8A measured in length, 95cm.; 
in width, 40-50cm. and in depth, 90cm. Grave 8 con
tained a few animal bones, two shreds of pottery of un
certain character and a hollow scraper of flint. The un
burned remains of four individuals-but no artifacts
were found in 8A. 

The cairn in which these cists occurred was circular in 
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form and was defined by an outer ring of slabs, inside 
which, and concentric to it, was a dry stone revetment. 
Also in an early position at that site was a short. rec
tangular cist (Grave 5) and there were several (strati
graphically later) cists of a type common in the Early 
Bronze Age in Ireland.7 

The brief survey the sites comparable to Linkards
town allows us to propose a definition of a type of bur
ial monument in Neolithic Ireland. These sites consist 
of massive cists of polygonal plan set in round kerbed 
mounds. The cists frequently have the features of mul
tiplication of the sidestones and roofing slabs. The walls 
of the burial structures are normally inclined inwards 
so that the mouth of this cist is smaller than the area of 
its floor. The burial rite is generally inhumation al
though an instance of cremation is known at Jerpoint 
West. The number of individual burials contained in the 
cists is restricted (a minimum of one and a maximum 
of four) but single burial is most common. It is clear 
that access to the burial structures would not have been 
possible after the construction of the mounds so it 1s 
reasonable to assume that the cists were erected for 
one ceremony ( or perhaps a limited number of rites) 
of deposition of human remains. Following general 
archaeological practice it is proposed to refer to the 
sites listed above as the 'Linkardstown type' of monu
ment. 

The grave goods found in these cists have frequently 
been the subject of discussion.8 It is sufficient to note 
here that the decorated vessels found in the Linkards
town type cists appear to belong to the later part of 
the Irish Neolithic and in details of their form and or
nament seem to anticipate features of the Food Vessel 
pottery of the Early Bronze Age. (This will be referred 
to again below). 

RELATIONSHIPS-MEGALITHIC TOMBS9 

During the Neolithic period (from ca. 3,200 B.C. to 
CA. 2,000 B.C.) in Ireland the most common burial rite 
practiced was, as far as is known at present, com -
munal in great stone tombs. These fall into two main 
groups. Passage Graves and Gallery Graves. For the pur
pose of the present discussion the former are more rele
vant. 

Passage Graves in Ireland form a distinctive group. 
The tombs basically consist of two elements, a passage 
leading from the perimeter of the covering mound to a 
clearly defined burial chamber. Passage Grave mounds 
are round and usually defined by a kerb or stones. The 
tombs are normally sited on heights and occasionally 
are grouped in cemeteries. Various evolved forms, both 
simple and complex, are known. In some cases the num
bers of burials in the chambers may be as many as 52 
(both cremated and unburned) as at Fourknocks in Co. 
Meath.10 

The grave goods of Passage Graves reflect the sop
histication of the construction of the chambers, bone 
pins, stone pendants and a characteristic type of ot
tery known as "Carrowkeel Ware", comprised of de
corated hemispherical bowls are known from these 
tombs. 

At first sight, the Passage Graves in Ireland differ 
sharply from the sites under discussion in that they are 

in general massive structures built to contain a large 
number of burials and in that continued access to the 
burial areas must have been possible after the construc
tion of the covering mounds. 

The similarities are, however, striking. In the first 
place, the Linkardstown type cists are all found in round 
mounds and, with the possible exception of Norris
mount,1' the tumuli are defined by kerbs. In the case of 
the buried arcs of stone and radial settings noted at Jer
point West, the only satisfactory parallel is the similar 
system at the Passage Grave of Townley Hall II, Co. 
Meath.12 The number of individuals in Grave 8A at Poula
wack and the occurrence of both a cremated and an un
burned burial at Jerpoint West show that the Linkards
town type cists were not used merely to contain the re
mains of a single individual. 

It is by no means certain that continued access to 
the burial chambers of all megalithic tombs was pos
sible after the building of the covering mounds. Some 
of the Passage Grave Dolmens of the Carrowmore 
Cemetery, Co. Sligo may have been completely sealed by 
the erection of their cairns.13 It is, of course, possible 
that destructicn over the centruries has deprived us of 
evidence of passages which may have originally existed 
at the Carrowmore sites. At least, the idea of completely 
sealed burial chambers is not completely foreign to the 
European megalithic tradition and some of the Carrow
more tombs may represent a stage in a process of sim
plification of the structures of Passage Graves14 of which 
the Linkardstown type of cists are extreme examples. On 
general grounds, therefore, no.n.-feasibility of access to 
the burial chambers is not a crucial argument against 
the derivation of the cists under discussion 'from Pas
sage Grave sources. The absence of close foreign parallels 
for the cists of Linkardstown type includes one to the 
view that their development was indigenous to Ireland. 

BRONZE AGE MULTIPLE CISTS CAIRNS 
In the early Bronze Age in Ireland two burial rites 

are known. The communal megalithic tradition is repre
sented by the Wedge Shaped Gallery Graves, a type of 
chambered tomb which remained in use at least until the 
beginning of the second phase of the Bronze Age (ca. 
1400 B.C.). Single burials in cists (bok-like structures 
built of stone slabs) are frequently found. These are 
often accompanied by highly decorated fnerary pots 
known as Food Vessels. 

Food vessel burials are frequently found in isolation 
but are often, also, grouped together in Multiple Cist 
Cemeteries or inserted into the tumuli of megalithic 
tombs. Sometimes a cairn was specially constructed to 
contain these burials and this is referred to as a Mul
tiple Cist, or Cemerery Cairn. 

It has been suggested that Passage Graves contributed 
to the development of the Multiple Cist, or Cemetery, 
Cairns of the Early Bronze Age in Ireland.15 Waddell has 
pointed to the hilltop siting, occasional use of the kerb 
and the round form of the cairns as suggesting some 
connection between the groups.16 The frequent re-use of 
Passage Grave mounds in the Early Bronze Age and the 
insertioo of Food Vessel burials into the chambers of 
Passage Graves17 goes further to support this link. 

In view of this, it is not surprising to find a Linkards-
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town type of cist occupying the central primary pos
ition in the Multiple Cist Cairn of Poulawack, Co. 
Clare,18 the majority of the regular cists at that site 
(Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 6) being stratigraphically clearly later 
than Graves 8 and 8A.19 Grave 5, a cist of regular con
struction, appears to be contemporary with the latter bur
ials and this fact enhances the possibility of a direct con
nection between the Linkardstown type of monument 
and the Multiple Cist Cairns of the Early Bronze Age. 
The fact that both types share features in common with 
Passage Graves lends support to this view. 

A certain amount of support for the relationships 
outlined above may be found in the grave goods. The 
frequent zoning of ornament on the decorated vessels 
from the Linkardstown type cists into panels filled al
ternately with vertical and horizontal lines and the 
application of ornament to the bases have in the past 
been compared with motifs common on Food Vessels.20 

The pin from Jerpoint West might be regarded as 
being connected with the series of pins known from Irish 
Passage Graves, 21 but the writer has elsewhere indicated 
the problems involved in urging such a comparison.22 

The head of the Jerpoint West pin may be compared 
with the terminals of the barbell-toggles from the Mul
tiple Cist Cairn of Knockmaree, Phoenix Park, Dublin23 

although there is no reason to assume that the example 
under discussion was anything other than a form of 
stick pin. 

ORIGINS 
The writer has suggested above that the Linkardstown 

type cists were an indigenous development from nat
ive megalithic sources. The evidence from the grave 
go,ods would seem to support this. Herity has suggest
ed that substantial Nordic influences gave rise to the 
development of single burials such as the example from 
Linkardstown. The main support for this contention is 
the occurrence of cordornament on vessels with show 
similar advanced revolution from native neolithic sour
ces. (Cord-ornamentation is arguably a Nordic charac
teristic.24). Elsewhere the writer has remarked on the 
complete absence of cord-ornamented pottery from 
sites of the Linkardstown type known so far25 and this 
must be regarded as a serious objection to any deriva
tion of the associated burial rite from the Nordic area. 

It remains to remark on one other site which may be 
related to the Linkardstown type of monument, 
Drimnagh, Co. Dublin.26 At that site, a crudely construc
ted cist (irregular in plan, closed by a double capstone 
and with additional side slabs) contained the unburned 
remains of one adult accompanied by a decorated pot of 
Late Neolithic character rather puzzingly described by 
one writer as 'exotic'.27 The mound was of complex con
struction a quantity of carbonised timbers having been 
incorporated into its construction. These were interpre
ted by the excavator as the remains of a wooden wig
wam-like structure28 but they might equally well be re
garded as a version of the layering structure of the 
mound at Jerpoint West.29 The vessel has rightly been as
cribed by Herity30 to his general grou pof developed Late 
Neolithic wares31 to which also the large decorated Link
ardstown vessel and the Jerpoint West and Ballintru
ermore pots belong. 
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The precise relationships of the Drimnagh site are dif
ficult to define in the light of present knowledge but 
it is of interest to note the insertion of an Urn and 
Food Vessel burial as secondary interments in the 
mo,und.32 

In discussing cist burials of the Bronze Age, Aad
dell has suggested that resemblances between cist-graves 
and megalithic tombs may be fortuitous, merely "- due 
to the utilisation of similar and predictable techniques 
for achieving stability in stone construction .... "33 

Could a similar principle apply to the sites under dis
cussion and so cast serious doubt o,n the integrity of 
the Linkardstown type group of cists? The fact that the 
Linkardstown type of cist is a product of a genuine, re
cognisable building tradition is, however, neatly illus
trated by the central structure at Poulawack, Co. 
Clare. Graves 8 and SA at that site contrast markedly 
with regular cists elsewhere in the cairn (e.g. Grave 5) 
and this in an area where the locally available stone is 
very well adapted for the construction of simple, uni
form, box-like structures- a point which is emphasised 
by the well-known series of Wedge-Shaped Gallery 
Graves of the Burren.34 

In summary, therefore, it is suggested that the Link
ardstown type of monument represents an indigenous ev
olution from native megalithic (Passage Grave) tradit
ions and represents at least one of the influences on the 
development of the burial customs of the Early Bronze 
Age in Ireland. 
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Meeting of the Carlow Hunt 

The picture above must have been taken a short time 
prior to the 1st World War and was probably the last 
time the Carlow Hunt met there. It is topical now as on 
that site the new extension to the Sacred Heart Home is 
being constructed. It was there that the United Irishmen 
were publicly flogged and tortured after the 1798 Insur
rection. It was also used as an exercise ground for prison-

ers awaiting trial during the troubled periods before and 
after the Treaty. 

The different British regiments which were stationed 
there used it for different training purposes up to the 
beginning of 1922. 
Photo by courtesy of Sister M. Vianney, Sacred Heart 

Home, Carlow. 
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News Round-up 1972 

IT IS an interesting exercise to look back on the head
lines of a year ago and to see in perspective the ulti
mate unimportance of all rows, disagreements and even 
wars. It is little less than twelve months ago and already 
seems distant the turmoil produced by the suggestion 
that our Town Hall Auditorium should be turned into a 
branch of the Co. Library. This ill-conceived proposition 
withered and died in the blast of objection from the 
collective bodyguard of arts and the theatre, and as a 
result our literary fare is now to be found housed quite 
adequately in the one-time Board Room, the loss of 
which to the Council is not readily apparent. 

And if, as suggested in these notes last year, 1971 
should be known as the Year of the Dump, what of the 
affair now? Our rubbish, or a certain percentage of it is 
again regularly swept, collected, and consigned to some 
hard-won plot, of whose -location we are but dimly 
aware. Over last year's ravaged lawns in St. Dympna's 
the turf grows thick and green again, erasing the track 
of digger and sewer-layer, giving one hope that even
tually even the diminished town park may sometime be 
restored to its former estate. It would seem that time 
spent in argument is only a delaying tactic before even
tual solution. 

With the demolition of the Union Workhouse last Aut
umn we lost a landmark of historical significance. Its 
one hundred and twenty years had witnessed a sad flow 
of human misery and degradation, back-log of the fam
ine years. The dread of the "Cut-stone Front" as they 
called it was inherent in the old people who chose if 
they could, to die in their own poor homes rather than 
go to it for relief. Modern thought and ways may have 
little to recommend them but one must acknowledge 
that today the condition of the poor, the sick and the 
old has caught the conscience of both the state and the 
individual, and the intolerable modes of 19th century 
charity could never again be endured. 

On the site of the "Union" now stands the new Voc
ational School, opened in January and forming, with the 
Regional College a very impressive educational complex, 
the significance of which will not be lost on the travel
ler as he enters our town from the south side. 

With the opening of the new academic year we 
learned of another innovation in educational amenities 
-the provision of a canteen in Carlow College. Taken 
in conjunction with the new and welcome emancipa
tion of the student body it should cause retrospective 
envy in the hearts of past alumni. 

When Everton House was put up for sale last Novem
ber many of us learned for the first time of its connec
tion with literary figures of the past century. Here at 
periods during the past 150 years Uved and wrote the 
poets James Clarence Mangan and J. J. Callanan, aut
hor of the poem "Gougane Barra". Its claim to have 
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housed John Boyle O'Reilly is less authentic since the 
house had closed as a school before he was born. It is 
possible however that his father, who was a schoolmas
ter, could have taught and written there. In any case 
its history is now enshrined in the National Museum, 
where two of the school medals are exhibited. 

Our Community Information Centre, the first of its 
kind in Ireland, had reached the age of 6 months when 
it held its first General Meeting in November. In that 
short time its record was conspicuous-it has acquired 
a reputation for accurate and kindly help from those 
best qualified to give it. Nowadays the very technique 
of living is one in which we need all the assistance the 
experts can give us. 

A memorable performance of "She Stoops to Con
quer" was put on by the Little Theatre early in the win
ter. Excellently produced and interpreted, it was first
class entertainment, its success emphasising once 
again that however infrequently the Town Hall Theatre 
may be used, we cannot afford to be deprived of it com
pletely. 

The Swimming Pool too has more than justified its 
existence. Early in October three , Carlow boys, John 
McAssey, Ciaran McGloughlin and John Wynne won the 
national school-boys water-safety final, and were pre
sented with the Allied Irish Banks' magnificent trophy. 
How hard to believe that in less than a month Ciaran 
was to die of a sudden illness at a time when life's pro
mises were brightest. His short life however had been a 
glad and active one, and his memory an inspiration to 
all who knew him. 

With Christmas came as usual the happy voices of 
children as they sang their carols in the cold night air, 
the floodlit Crib on the steps of the Courthouse, the 
echoing footsteps in the small hours as Midnight Masses 
ended. In Carlow College an ecumenical prayer for peace 
was held, with glorious singing by the united voices of 
the College Choir, and the Choral Union, reaching a peak 
in the exultant Adeste from voices, organ and the 
trumpets of the Youth Centre Band. 

On a more sombre note, 20 young people who pub
licly tasted the pangs of hunger for 48 hours during this 
season of traditional over-indulgence were able by their 
gesture to contribute £600 to Africa Concern. 

In 1967 these notes recorded the opening of a large 
branch of Woolworth's in Tullow St. Alas 1971 marked 
the closinrr of what had become a kind of meeting-place 
in busy Tullow St. The familiar red and gold exterior 
has gone, and in its place is an extension of the Five 
Star premises. External changes in the face of the town 
are now commonplace; among business houses which 
have lately undergone the face-lift operation one thinks 
of Stathams, Reddy's Hotel, Robinson's, in Burrin St., 
and Dempsey's in Tullow St. Much of the town presents 
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an unfamiliar face to one who has been absent for a few 
years, but nowhere is the change more striking than at 
the south end of Barrack St., where a broad highway 
cuts across a new Hanover Bridge and strikes out for the 
Kilkenny Road. 

Houses are a commodity for which the demand eter
nally exceeds the supply, but Carlow is coping with 
the problem and has one of the best building records in 
the country. A huge scheme is well under way in the 
Paupish area where at present 136 houses are nearing 
completion, and there are more to come. The residents 
at the far end of this area will have an extra bonus
their windows look out on an exquisite rural scene, the 
quiet Burrin lined with grey-green ash-trees and framed 
by the Killeshin Hills beyond. Beauty may not exactly 
pay the rent but it helps. 

There are now more than a hundred new semi-det
ached houses on the Green Road in proximity to the Re
gional College, and almost as many more will have mat
erialised there next year if the town versus Gown dis
pute is resolved against the expressed wishes of the 
College authorities, student protesters and present re
sidents. 

Nor have the smaller dwellings been forgotten. Over 
a year ago the Co. Council built 3 tigeens-temporary 
homes for itinerants-on the Pollerton Rd. This proved 
a successful innovation, and the U.D.C. has decided to 
extend this service to a site on the Tullow Road, while 
the Co. Council is providing homes for 4 itinerant fam
ilies in the Tullow area. 

January opened bleakly as is its wont, its rigours 
exacerbated this year by news of the laying off of a 
large number of temporary workers in the Sugar Fac
tory, the operation of a 3-day week 'in·· orte section of 
Thompson's, the closing of the Carlow branch of GEC, 
and the sinister rumours surrounding the well-being of 
Erin Foods with the dismissal of 28 of its employees. 
The Sugar Company's later announcement that there 
would be no closure or redundancies did something to 
alleviate the prevailing gloom. 

A gesture of optimism, and faith in the town's poten
tial was provided when the Regional Development Auth
ority decided to erect an advance factory on the U.D.C. 
Industrial site off the Athy Road-"a kind of pump-prim
ing device to generate new industrial development." 

How best to reconcile our wish for progress with our 
desire to retain certain features of the past, is a subject 
which must be close to the heart of a Society such as 
ours. It was a subject discussed in a lecture to the Car
low Scientific Council by an architect member of An 
Taisce early in the year. Not everything new is bad, nor 
is everything old good. But narrow streets, though mad
dening to the impatient motorist have a charm and 
distinction of their own. So let us appreciate the par
ticular character of our Brown St. and Charlotte St., our 
Coxes Lane and even what is left to us of Bridewell Lane. 
And let us take another and appreciative look at such 
things as the Georgian window balconies in Burrin St., 
the railings of the Courthouse, and the French Empire 
ironwork in Montgomery St. They surely mean more to 
us than a new parking-lot or the cement and glass of 
the 1970's. 

A daring attempt to raid the Bank of Ireland in broad 
daylight on a Sunday in March was foiled by the quick 

thinking of a brave housekeeper, Miss Hendricken. Hav
ing scared the raiders off she made the job complete 
by taking the number of their car. The bandits had 
chosen the day with some acumen-practically all Car
low was at the other end of the town to welcome back 
an old Carlovian, "Minnie" of The Riordans, known to 
older folk as Anne Mulhall. With her husband, John 
Cowley, she inaugurated the sponsored walk to Tul
low in aid of St. Lazerian's Special School, a function 
which brought a profitable return to a deserving cause. 

It would be idle to claim that G.B.S. is a son of Car
low, though we may be entitled through his mo~her's 
connection, to call him a great-grandson. The fact re
mains that we have to thank this arch-enemy of con
vention and humbug for substantial gifts to the town of 
his forbears. The annual disembursements by the Shaw 
Fund to organisations which contribute to social and 
cultural welfare in the town are an encouragement to 
those staunch bodies who toil in what is too often a 
cultural desert. In a more concrete form we are in debt 
to him for the surfacing of the Barrow Track, and for 
civic ownership of the one-time Technical School, the 
facade of which he himself described as belonging to 
"the best period of Irish architecture at the end of the 
19th century." We could wish for more Unscicial Social
ists of his kind! 

The Feast of the Passover is better known to us by 
name than by participation, but the fault was remedied 
in St. Leo's School before Easter when Jewish, Catholic 
and Muslim girls celebrated the Seder, which opens the 
8 day feast. Together they partook of the ritual meal 
which closed with grace, blessings and hymns of praise. 
It would seem that to pray together must be the ideal 
prescripticn for mutual understanding and respect. 

It is a popular assumption that if an historical monu
ment has survived through centuries to our own day, 
the ravages of time present will have little or no effect 
on it. Tom Clarke, an enthusiastic antiquarian, pointed 
cot the fallacy of this belief in a Nationalist article in 
April. Apart from the havoc wrought by wind and wea
ther on such treasures as the Romanesque doorway at 
Killeshin, the pre-Norman crosses at Orchard and Garry
hundon, and the 14th century archway in the church 
ruins at Kellistown, there is also the hazard of the bull
dozer and the rubble-dumper obliterating the site of 
moat, bailey and burying-place. Now that much of old 
Carlow is already buried under banks, supermarkets and 
the rest, let us hope that having discovered the slogan 
Conservation we will do something about holding on 
to the remnants. 

Fourscore and ten is a venerable age by most stand
ards, and the honour of attaining it belongs this year 
to Father Dunny who has just retired from the parish 
of Tinryalnd. His magnum opus while in Carlow was the 
building of the Bishop Foley Memorial Schools during 
his period as Administrator. We wish him even great
er length of days, and health and happiness in his re
tirement. 

To the uninitiated like myself the computer is an extre
mely complex electronic machine from which it is pos
sible to extract at high speed a specific answer to any 
mathematical problem. Carlow Regional College has 
made provision for this indispensable adjunct to mod
ern life and has installed a medium-size high-power 
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computer costing £10,000. This is the first step to set
ting up a data processing centre, and Carlow is the first 
Regional College to possess one and to provide courses 
in computer programming. In Thompson's Hanover 
Works too a tool-machine invented and developed by 
local men, the only one of its kind in Europe, is con
trolled by computer, which carries out the technical 
requirements of the job on hand, ensuring high 
precision and accuracy in every repeat. It seems we are 
not going to lag behind as we make our way into Europe. 

Jobs cannot be conjured out of a hat, but there is 
much we can do to entice industries into our area. This 
was the message of a speaker from the West Wicklow 
Association to the members of our newly-formed In
dustrial Committee. If our work boundaries were widen
ed to a 12 mile radius, relevant data collected and labour 
pool surveyed, he was confident that we could attract 
many small industries now operating "in the back 
streets of Dublin", and only waiting to avail of suitable 
areas down the country. This is hopeful news to both the 
new Association and the Chamber of Commerce, whose 
members have been working hard and with some success 
in this field for years. We owe a lot of thanks to such 
men and women whose sense of citizenship involves 
them in hard work for the common interest. We less 
useful mortals can do our bit by buying local products 
and making use of local services. 

For some time past, a landscaping job has been 
going on at Shamrock Sq. and Barrack St., resulting in 
the provision of an island or refuge at the most haz
ardous area of the square (up to lately a high-risk 
crossing for pedestrians) and the formation of a con
crete curb along the central line of trees in Barrack St., 
in preparation presumably for a dual carriageway. When 
the finishing touches are added the street will compete 
with Kennedy Ave. as one of our finest thoroughfares. 
There is much controversy though over the loss of the 
age-old right of way for traffic from Tullow Rd. to Tul
low St. It seems to go against the rightness of things to 
have to yield on the main route, but the explanation 
may be more evident when the whole new by-pass 
comes into being. 

Work is expected to start on the new Church of St .Jos
eph the Workman by the end of this year and may be 
completed in 12 months. It is to stand on a site on 
Browneshill Rd. and will seat 750. A span of nearly 140 
years stretches between this building and the beginnings 
of the venerable Cathedral, and what a share of history 
the span encompasses. St. Joseph's may be the church 
of a new century, a new generation, a new culture, mod
ern in concept and design, but it will be, as the Cathed
ral was, built with faith and hope. 

An historic residence was sold during the summer
Braganza, home of the Bishops of Kildare and Leigh
lin from the time of the great J.K.L. until the death 
of Dr. Thomas Keogh two years ago. Built in 1826, de
signed by the architect Cobden, its first owner was Sir 
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Dudley St. Leger Hill, a veteran of the Peninsular War, 
who gave to his house the name of the Royal family of 
Portugal. One hopes that it is not the end of the road 
for the old house, that some fitting use will be found 
for it rather than that it should crumble before a de
molition crew. 

It is barely possible for us to imagine the unremit
ting fear and anxiety which is the daily and nightly ex
perience of the people of the North during these months 
and years of agony. All semblance of normal life has van
ished for most of them as they move in fear of bullet, 
bomb or gas in their riot-torn streets-not safe even in 
their homes. Numbers of them came south in July for 
fear of sectarian trouble and were made welcome here 
and in the neighbouring counties. In St. Patrick's Col
lege 112 were accommoodated, and 95 in St. Leo's, where 
they were looked after by local organisations and willing 
volunteers. With many of the mothers though, the an
xiety persisted about homes or relatives left behind, and 
soon they began the weary trek back to the war zone. 
It may however have given them a little respite and a 
few nights' sound sleep. To us it was a reminder to 
count our blessings and think of the meaning of peace. 

The outstanding aim of the Old Carlow Society since 
its foundation has been the institution of a folk mus
eum where tangible reminders of our past could be pre
served. This year as a result of constant efforts by our 
Committee, and the co-operation of Fr. T. Brophy and 
the Parish Council, it looks as if realisation is near. 
They are about to take over for a museum some 
rooms in the older part of the Christian Brothers' 
School in College St. The building itself merits a men
tion in local history as it was here that the first con
cept of the technical school began many years ago. The 
Committee look forward to support for their project, 
and have already received many interesting items (some 
on loan), and promises of more. Perhaps in the sum
mer of 1973 we may be able with the help of our ex
hibits to display history as something more than ab
stract. 

Going into Europe-what does it mean? The answer is 
shrouded in uncertainty for most of us, but the voters 
in the Referendum had little doubt about our choice. 
We are told that within 10 years Europe in fact will be
come a single business community, with trade, techni
cal and legal barriers pulled down, free commerce with 
member countries and help available for weak or declin
ing industries. The sunny side of the picture perhaps. 
The Taoiseach himself warned a Carlow meeting that 
the fruits of membership will not fall into our laps-it 
is no passport for easy living. We know that every as
pect of life will be affected, but we must believe that it 
is the beginning of a new era where the challenge will 
be our natural right to a quality of life equal to that of 
any other European country. 

October, 1972. 
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A Census of the Parish of 
Tullow in 1795 

Dr. David Dickson, T.C.D. 

THE DOCUMENT published below has recently come 
to light among the Newenham family papers at Cool
more, Co. Cork and is reproduced by kind permission of 
Capt. W. P. Worth Newenham. It may be of some inter
est to readers for several reasons. 

The spectacular expansion of Irish population in the 
three generations before the Great Famine remains an 
obscure phenomenon and is badly documented except in 
its final phases. Generally speaking, before 1821 the only 
regional population data that survive are a miscellan -
eous series of house returns in county aggregates-from 
the records of the somewhat unreliable hearth-money 
collectors-and (for some dioceses) head-counts of Pro
testants and Catholics in 1766. However in a few par
ticular cases more detailed censuses were done, for an 
estate or for a parish, which gave house numbers and 
population. The Tullow census is in this category. It 
is an imperfect document being, in letter-form, the sec
ond instalment only of an account of the number of 
houses, the number of separate occupations and the to
tal number of inhabitants in the parish, under Catholic 
and Protestant headings. 

The Protestant part is complete, and although the 
number of Catholic householders is given and some of 
the range of occupations, yet the important details of 

the total Catholic population is in the m1ssmg first let
ter. The census has also another drawback: it is given 
as a return of the parish of Tullow, but by comparing this 
return with the 1821 census there seems no doubt that 
it is referring to the Catholic, not the civil parish. Ac
cording to Samuel Lewis1 the Catholic parish took in 
the civil parish of Tankardstown as well as parts of Ard
ristan, Pubbledrum and Urglin. Thus the extent to which 
the number of houses changed between 1795 and 1821 
cannot be elucidated, for the primary unit used in the lat
ter was the civil parish. The more detailed 1841 census 
gives house numbers on a townland basis so if it were 
possible to identify the townland boundaries of the old 
Catholic parish, then a correlation between 1795 and 
1841 would be possible. 

In spite of this the demographic interest of the cen
sus is considerable, for the occupational detail is excep
tional and even the occupational returns included in the 
1931 census are less explicit. In the Catholic list all the 
householders described are craftsmen, dealers, manufac
turers or servants, and even if all the other Catholic 
householders on the missing part of the list were farm
ers, gentry and labourers, there is enough to suggest 
that Tullow was already a market town of some impor
tance; between the Protestant list and the Catholic half-
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list there are over 300 occupations of a non-agricul
tural nature, most of which wo:.ild have been urban 
based. But much more striking in these lists is the 
degree of specialization implied: coblers, shoemakers (an 
occupation dominated by Portestants) and broguemak
ers (who were exclusively Catholic) were all distinct, as 
were pig jobbers from frieze mongers, tanners from sk:n
ners and so on. Labourers were separated from cottag
ers and put into three divisions (the lone fiddler being 
-no doubt a part-time member-of the third class). The 
existence of Protestants at this level of society is a re
minder of a forgotten aspect of eighteenth and nineteenth 
century Ireland, 'the poor Protestant'. This break-down 
of economic functions by religion is one of the most un
usual features of the census. The significance of many 
of the distinctions made is now obscure but their ap
pearance is a reflection of the rapidly expanding econ
omy of the region at the end of the eighteenth century. 

The second feature of interest in this census is its 
author and his comments interleaved with it. Danial 
Delany had been Coadjutor Bishop of the Diocese of 
Kildare and Leighlin since 1785 and had a dynamic and 
original approach to his pastoral duties. His religious 
and educational achievements are best known but they 
too reflected his interest, demonstrated here, in the 
minutiae-and therefore the needs-of local society: for 
instance his Order, the Brothers of St. Patrick, founded 
in 1808 was designed to support itself on comb-making, 
implement manufacture and agriculture labour.2 (The 
combs were presumably for wool; the census records 
twenty-six weavers, and bay-yarn spinning-the female 
occupation and therefore unrecorded here-was probably 
even more important). 

The final question is how this document reached the 
Newenham archives in Co. Cork. The most likely ex
planation is that Archbishop Troy supplied it at a later 
date to Thomas Newenham, the political economist and 
supporter of Catholic emancipation, when he was gath
ering evidence for his Statistical and Historical Enquiry 
into the Progress of the Population of Ireland (London, 
1805). Newenham sought the help of a number of Cath
olic prelates and priests to obtain sample returns of 
population to support his argument that the contem
porary estimates of the total population of Ireland were 
seriously inaccurate, exaggerating the Protestant pro
portion and underestimating the aggregate. How far 
Bishop Delany's work aided him in this is unknown but 
the bishop would hardly have objected to the use to 
which it was being put. 

1 S. Lewis, Topographical Dictionary of Ireland (London 
183 7), entry under 'Tullow'. ' 

2 Rev. P. J. Brophy, D.D., 'Teachers in Tullow' in Carloviana 
vol. i, no. 7. 

List of Roman Catholic Inhabitants etc. of the Parish 
of Tullow continued from my list 

Brought over-608. 
Ale, Porter & Spirit Sellers of the most inferior class, 

19; Weavers, 22; Broguemakers, 14; Smiths (Black), 14; 
Taylors, 14; Carpenters, 14; Masons & Stone Cutters, 
10; Shepherds & Herds, 10; Shoemakers, 8; Butchers, 8; 
Pig Jobbers, 6; Hawkers, 4; Mealmongers, 3; Frize
mongers, 3; Bakers, 3; Felthatters, 3; Journeymen 
Hosiers, 3; Publicans, 3; Tythe Proctors, 3; Leather Cut-
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ters, 2; Gardiners, 2; Stewards, 2; Horse riders, 2; Tin
kers, 2; Coblers, 2; School Masters, 4; School Mistress
es, 3; Shop Keepers, 2; Mantua Makers, 2; Wheelwright 
& Turners, 2; Barbers, 2; Chandler, 1; Tanner, 1; Brew
er, 1; Stay Maker, 1; Slator, 1; Lace Maker, 1; Sadler, 
1; Servant, 1; Bailiff, 1; Huntsman, 1; Skin Jobber, 1 
Tollgatherer, 1; Wood Ranger, 1; Fidler & also common 
labourer of the 3rd class, 1. 
Eminent ones: 

Skinners, 6; Coopers, 6; Millers, 4; Malsters, 4; Hux
ters-or little nondescript, stationary dealers in a 1000 
nameless trifling articles, 18; Combmakers, 3; Tythe 
Farmer*, 1; Feather Monger, 1. Total 248. Brought Over 
608. GRAND TOTAL, 856. 

(*Tis true, the former did not personally reside at the Time 
in the Parish, but his wife and children did; and he himself 
(p. 2) now also does. He was confined ... in the Marsh - lse:t 
for Debt.). 

I assure you, my lord, that the final completion of 
the lists on the ether side has been to me an Herculean 
Labour-odd as it may appear to you, believe me, that 
it has been the work of not less than between 6 & 7 

Hours most intense application, almost ever since I 
finished my former Letter to you before I could get 
matters perfectly to right & quite, as it now is, to my 
satisfaction & 20, 30 Times have I gone over the entire 
lists & scribbled over not less than 5 sheets of Paper 
for the attainment of this End, getting every Time em
barrased by fresh Difficulties, the commission of new 
mistakes & omissions &c. What a Capital Clerk I'd 
make. But when I began once, I was r~solved obstinately 
resolved to go thro' with the Business, whatever it 
should cost, & however little interesting & after all un
important the result might eventually prove. But I am 
got quite stupid & it is, moreover, very late, so that I 
must necessarily postpone the Execution of the Pro
testant Lists, & my promised Definitions, till tomorrow 
-Adieu-I wish your Grace a good night. 

Friday Morn. On sitting down yesterday to write I 
was called away by express to see poor Mr. Blanchfield, 
who lies dangerously ill from a Complaint in his Bowels. 
I now resume the Pen & ere I proceed to the Pt. List 
must observe, that on a most careful & diligent enum
eration of the Houses and revision of all the original 
lists (by my self) I have detected 2 Errors in my former 
return viz; a statement of the entire Number of (p.3) 
Houses to be 1112-854 C.th & 158 Pt Do whereas the 
whole is in reality but 1009 & the Proportion 856 C.th 
to Pt Habitations. 

List of the Protestant &c Inhabitants &c &c &c of 
the Parish of Tullow. taken in the year 1795: 

Clergyman (a Curate), 1; Landed Proprietors, 5; Farm
ers, 27; Cottagers, 24; Labourers of the 1st Class, 3; 
Do. of the 2nd Division, 6; Do. of the 3rd Do., 1; Shoe 
Makers, 14; Juurneymen Hosiers, 10; Carpenters, 4; 
Weavers, 4; Slaters, 3; Masons, 2; Grocers, 2; Tanners, 
2; Schoolmasters, 2; Chandler, 1; Apothecary, 1; Watch
maker, 1; Postmaster, 1; Guager, 1; Sexton, 1; Ale Sell
ers, 3; Tythe Farmer, 1; Brewer {Family Quakers), 1; 
Huxters, 2 ;Butchers (one a Quaker), 2; Clerks (one a 
Quaker), 2; Leather Cutters, 2; Seedman, 1; White Smith 
1; Black Smith, 1; Turner, 1; Currier, 1; Lace Maker, 1; 



Glazier, 1; Sadler, 1; Steward, 1; Tailor, 1; Nailor, 1; 
Huntsman, 1 Wws. Freehold Interest, 2; Cy. Keepers, 
2; Naggin Maker, 1; Pig Jobber, 1; Cooper, 1; Malster, 
1; Welder, 1; Paupers, 3. 

153 Protestant & Quaker Houses in the whole Par
ish containing a Population of 428 Pr: males, 393 Do 
Females, 4 Qt males, 5 Do Females, Total 830 .. With
out taking any praise to myself on ye occasion, or 
meaning to derive any great merit from it, I cannot help 
again repeating here, that I have really taken since last 
Monday, at different Intervals, incredible Pains & em
ployed more Time than you can well imagine in as
certaining with ye greatest exactness possible every the 

Who Was McEvoy ? 
In Carloviana 1970 and 1971 I contributed short notes 

concerning David McEvoy-father of Florence Monteith 
Lynch. The present note adds very little. On the ques
tion of his schooling the London Oratory School-a sec
ondary school at Seagrave Road, London-"have no re
cord of the pupils in the Oratory Schools at the period" 
nor have they "any 'graduation' pictures'1. 

The Turf Club, who advise that "Keeper of the Match 
Book" is "the title given to the person appointed by the 
Turf Club to keep their Registry Office", have "no in-

minutest Particular returned in these Lists. Convinc
ed I am that ye Statement would in every Point stand 
the strictest Scrutiny. Would to God I were ye hundreth 
part so scrupulous in ye punctual & faithful Discharge 
of other Duties of a far other nature & more important 
moment. When for Instance shall I set about making a 
report of the State of my Diocese. Well, well, when I 
once commence the work, I hope I shall spare no Pains 
or Time in using my best Endeavours to bring it to a 
proper conclusion like the present Business. I remain 
your grace's ever ... 

Most Revd. Doctor Troy, 
DUBLIN. 

formation concerning David McEvoy'2." 

D. Delany. 

Finally during a visit F. M. Holland, an old I.R.B. 
man and sometime employee of The Freeman's Jour
nal suggested that the designation "over the Paper and 
Ink" is not descriptive of a journalist's activity in the 
Freeman of the period. It describes, he says, the con
trol as or under a storeman of the physical stocks of 
paper rolls and ink containers. 

No other clues have been located as yet. Perhaps by 
Carloviana 1973 ! 

Oliver Snoddy. 

1. Rev. I. G. Gaffney. Letter of 14 September, 1971. 
2. Capt. D. A. R. Baggallay. Letter of 9 September, 1971. 

Na Braithre Criost( 
Ceatharlach 

Bunscoil agus Meanscoil Lae 

Ullmhaitear na daltai le haghaidh 
na Scrudaithe Poibli uille 
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Come Capture Castles 
at Garryhill 

The following are two chapters from a new and as 
yet unpublished history of County Carlow under the gen
eral title of "Come Capture Castles". 

COME CAPTURE A CASTLE AT GARRYHILL No. 1. 
c1394 

THE ROAD which runs from Carlow Southwards to Fen
agh and on towards Borris and St. Mullins, is the main 
road through Kavanagh Country. It passes close by 
Garryhill, the ancient Stronghold and Fortress of Art Og 
Kavanagh, King of Leinster. 

Garryhill is dominated by the majesty of Mount 
Leinster and somewhere in the fastnesses and recesses 
of the Blackstairs Mountains is Cnoc-na-Bhogha, where, 
at the great hastings of the Clan, the Kavanagh Kings, 
seated in their chair of coronation, were nominated by 
the Chief of the O'Nolans, in the presence of their 
Lieges, and invested by their Arch-Brehon, O'Doran, with 
the traditional title of "McMurrough", Kings of Leins
ter. 

In the Annals of the Four Masters Art Oge Kavanagh 
is described as follows:-

"Art Cavanagh, King of Leinster, Son of Art, Son of 
Maurice, Lord of Leinster, a man who defended his 
throne against the English and the Irish from the 
age of sixteen years to his sixtieth year; a man dis
tinguished for his hospitality, knowledge and feats 
of arms, a man full of prosperity and royalty, a 
founder of Churches and Monasteries by his 
bounty and contributions". 

During the last decade of the fourteenth Century 
Art Oge lived at Garryhill. At a much later date there 
was a Grant from James I in 1609 which refers to "an 
old Castle at Garkhill", but in his early days Art Oge 
never stooped or lowered himself to the level of the for
eigner by living in a Castle of Stone. His views would 
have been summed up in the words of Conor Mor 
O'Neill on his deathbed when he laid a ban on any of 
hi~ posterity who should "sow corn or build houses, de
claring that for them to build was "but for the crow to 
make a nest to be beaten out of it by the hawk," and 
so he-
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"vowed his race 
For ever to the fight and chase, 
And cursed him of his lineage born, 
Should sheathe his sword to reap the corn, 
Or leave the mountain and the wold 
To shroud himself in Castled fold". 

Victor Hadden 

DENSE FOREST 

Art Oge's house at Garryhill would have been a large 
wooden structure "of clay and wattle made"; it would 
have been roofed with thatch and surrounded by a Kraal
like compound, housing a sizeable community of friends 
and followers. It was hidden deep in a dense forest and 
even the very name Garryhill signifies "the rough wood". 

Darcy Magee in his biography of Art McMurrough de
scribes him as follows: 

"A Powerful frame, and amazing activity, were com
bined in the youthful prince with an ardent love 
of poetry and music, and a sincere devotion. To 
his enemies he appeared very fierce and terrible 
but to his friends as gentle as a hooded daughter 
of St. Brigid." 

In the year of his Coronation he was recognised by 
the Palesmen, who in a parliament held in Castledermot, 
voted to him the annual tribute of eighty marks as "the 
late King had done to his ancestors",-and in return he 
agreed to open the highways of Kilkenny and Cather
loch. 

For ten years from the granting of the last patent 
for "Black Rent", Art seems to have followed steadily 
the policy he had adopted. By alliance he strengthened 
his own power and by open interference or by diplom -
acy he curtailed the limits of the Pale. So politic and 
effective were his movements that the most important 
men in the British State were appointed as Lords Lieu
tenant to counteract his work". 

At last in about the year 1394 Richard II lost all pat
ience with this Irish rebel who had for years been a 
thorn in the side of the English in Ireland, and he an
nounced his intention to lead an expedition into Ireland 
to subdue Art Oge Kavanagh, King of Leinster. While the 
general campaign was against all the rebellious Clans 
of Leinster, Richard's concentrated attack was against 
the Kavanaghs in the Barony of Idrone in County Carlow. 
It was late Autumn and the leaves were off the trees, 
allowing full scope to the English Archers, Men at Arms 
and Cavalry. Art Oge was supported by the O'Byrnes 
and the O'Tooles from as far away as Glenmalure and 
the Dublin Mountains. Richard's plan was to land his 
army at Waterford and attack the Kavanagh Country 
from the South, through the Barrow Gorge, and north to 
Graiguenamanagh and Leighlinbridge. Art Oge's opening 
gambit was to burn the town of New Ross in front of 
Richard's encampment. 



GREAT ARMY 
Richard with his great army crossed the Barrow at 

Leighlinbridge and was now for the first time in Kav
anagh Country. Art Oge's Stronghold at Garryhill lay 
some five miles to the east, hidden in the depths of the 
forests of the Leverough which covered like a blanket 
the foothills of Mount Leinster and the Blackstairs Moun
tains. Richard now marched South from Leighlin to 
Borris. He planned a series of far-reaching raids and 
encircling movements through the woods. In these ex
cursions the mountains were crossed in diversionary at
tacks and punishing forays. The warfare soon develop
ed into a series of running fights, in which the ill-arm
ed Irish were terribly punished by the English Archers 
and were then ridden down by their Cavalry. Villages 
were burned wholsale and vast "preys" of cattle swept 
off to a total number of over 10,000 head. 

Before such punishment and such overwhelming odds, 
Art Oge was fain to submit. Even his ancient Stronghold 
at Garryhill was captured and he and his wife, apparen
tly taken completely by surprise, barely escaped into the 
woods in the middle of the night, before their great 
house went up in flames. Richard had the poor satis
faction of capturing Art Oge's Royal Seal, the inscription 
on which was: 

"Seal of Arthur McMurrough, 
By the Grace of God King of Leinster". 

Darcy Magee would have us believe that his hero Art 
Oge never submitted to Richard II but the letters in 
which Richard himself reported the progress of this cam
paign, state that Art Oge McMurrough, Gerald O'Byrne, 
Felim O'Toole, Donal O'Nolan and his son Shane, sub
mitted in person and unreservedly to the King, and 
swore on the Cross of Dublin (probably the Staff of St. 
Patrick) to be faithful subjects. The King took them 
all with him to Dublin, except Art Oge, whom he set at 
liberty, probably for the purpose of inducing his vassals 
to agree to the hard terms later accepted by the Leins
ter Chiefs. 

GOODBYE TO GARRYHILL 
So Richard II in the Autumn of 1394 said goodbye to 

Garryhill-little knowing that within five years he would 
be obliged to visit it again in a further effort to subdue 
his Arch-Enemy-but that is another story. Having effec
ted the main object of his expedition, Richard with
drew from !drone in the County Carlow having reported 
back to London that it was: 

"Of all others the most famous, fair and fertile, 
in woods, pastures, meadows, arable lands and 
rivers, the most beautiful, pleasant and delightful 
that one could find in all the land of our rebels in 
Ireland". 

Richard now returned to Dublin and from there he 
sailed to England. Early in the following year his Earl 
Marshall set out to receive the formal confirmation of 
submission of the Leinster Chiefs. Accompanied by a 
strong force he marched towards Carlow and encamped 
in the plain of Ballygorry close to the River Burrin, in 
the no-mans-land between the Pale and the Kavanagh 
Country in County Carlow. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
According to Darcy Magee he was met by King Art, 

Malachy, his Uncle, Rory Oge O'More, Donald O'Nolan, 
O'Byrne, McDavid More and other Chieftains of Leins
ter. When the Marshalls' herald proclaimed his Masters 
mission the Chiefs Malachy, McDavid More and some 
others declared themselves willing to submit to 
the terms-unheard of and arbitrary as they were. For 
the Earl was commanded to covenant with them on these 
conditions alone: 

"That they would before the first Sunday of Lent 
surrender to the King the full possession of all their 
lands, tenements, Castles, woods and forts which by 
them and all their companions late were occupied 
within the Province of Leinster". 

And the condition of surrender was to be that they 
would have unmolested possession of any and all lands 
they should conquer from the King's other Irish enem
ies elsewhere in the Kingdom. 

According to Darcy Magee King Art Oge refused to 
treat on these terms declaring that if he made terms at 
all it should be with the King and not with the Lord Mar
shall-and that far from yielding his own lands in Car
low he demanded that he be restored his wife's patri
mony in County Kildare! 

The first round was over-but time was to show that 
it was indeed only the first round. 

COME CAPTURE A CASTLE AT GARRYHILL. No. 2. 
C1399 

The road that runs from Carlow Southwards to Fen
agh and on towards Borris and St. Mullins, is the main 
road through Kavanagh Country. It passes close by 
Garryhill, the ancient stronghold and fortress of Art 
Oge Kavanagh, the greatest of the Kings of Leinster. 

Garryhill is dominated by the majesty of Mount 
Leinster and somewhere in the fastnesses and recesses 
of the Blackstairs Mountains is Cnoc-na-Bhogha, where, 
at the great hostings of the Clan, the Kavanagh Kings, 
seated in their chair of Coronation, were nominated by 
the chief of the O'Nolans, in the presence of their 
lieges, and invested by their arch-Brehon, O'Doran, with 
the traditional title of "McMurrough", King of Leinster. 

Richard II was the younger son of Edward, the Black 
Prince and Joan "the Fair Maid of Kent". He became 
King of England in 13 77 when he was only a boy of ten 
years old, at a time when the Country was troubled by 
heavy taxes, high prices and open rebellion. The Minis
ters of the C r own we re unequal to the Crisis, but 
when Wat Tyler and his followers took possession of 
London in the Peasants Revolt, it was Richard the boy 
King who handled the mob with commendable tact and 
confidence-and he saved a critical situation when Wat 
Tyler was killed in full sight of his mob, by calling on 
the Rioters to take him, Richard, for their new Leader. 

In 1383 Richard had married Anne of Bohemia, the 
lovely daughter of the Emperor Charles IV. It was a 
happy though childless marriage but Anne died in the 
Summer of 1394 to Richard's great grief-and not long 
afterwards he had set out on his first expedition to Ire
land later that year. He also negotiated a permanent 
peace with France and two years later he married Isa
bella, daughter of Charles VI; she was then a child of 
seven. 
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LAVISH EXTRA VA GAN CE 

Richard made his own position difficult by lavish ex
travagance and unseemly outbursts of temper. He chafed 
under the restraint of his own aspiring relatives but 
was eventually rewarded by the possession of absolute 
power. He might perhaps have prolonged this if he 
could have exercised it with moderation. But he declar
ed that his command was the law of England and he 
supported his Court in wanton luxury by means of sev
ere and arbitrary methods of taxation. 

In 1398 Roger Mortimer, Richard's dearly loved cousin 
and heir-presumptive to the crown, had been killed in 
battle at Kellistown in County Carlow, and the Irish 
Chieftains, especially Richard's old enemy Art Oge, had 
broken whatever treaties they had entered into in 1394 
and in 1397. For 200 years prior to Richard's first ex
pedition no English Monarch had set foot on Irish Soil 
but now in 1399 Richard decided impulsively that he 
must lead a second expedition against the Irish of Leins
ter and the Kavanaghs of !drone-and it was not just 
because he had been so impressed with the "beautiful, 
pleasant and delightful woods, pastures and meadows" 
of the Barrow Valley. And so in 1399 Richard II for the 
second time mobilised his forces into Ireland. 

Six days after his arrival in Waterford he marched in 
close order to Kilkenny and early on a Summer Morn
ing, the very vigil of St John, he advanced towards 
Garryhill and McMurrough. 

DEEP FOREST 

Once more he crossed the River Barrow at Leighlin
bridge but instead of turning South as he did in his for
mer campaign he marched Eastwards. In a contempor
ary Account by a Frenchman named Jean Creton and 
quoted by Froissart, we read that Richard prepared to 
go into the depths of the woods in pursuit of Art Oge 
Kavanagh and he assembled his great army at the en
trance to the deep forest. He now sent forward 2,500 
of the Palesmen to fell the trees both great and small, 
for there were no roads. Our Commentator describes the 
conditions: 
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"You must know the swamps in the woods are so 
deep in places that unless you are very careful to 
observe where you go you will plunge in up to the 
middle, or sink altogether. But for the enemy it is 
their natural retreat where they dwell at all Sea
sons, and the horses of the Country scoured the 
hills and valleys fleeter than the bounding deer; 
therefore none can catch them. McMurro had, ac
cording to one report, some three thousand handy 
men; wilder people I never saw. Nor did they seem 
much dismayed by the English, though they feared 
our arrows. They cut off many stragglers, and made 
the army suffer much pain and grief with hunger. 
I really witnessed on some days that five or six of 
them had but a single loaf. For my part I would 
have been heartily glad to be penniless in Poictiers 
or Paris. Of amusement or mirth there was none, 
but in their stead toil, trouble and danger. So we 
passed straight through the woods-forty miles in 
eleven days-and the army could on no account have 
remained there any longer". 

SCORCHED EARTH 
The fact was that Art Oge adopted a "scorched earth" 

type of guerilla warfare. Richard II and his army were 
literally bogged down in the woods, where the Irish 
Clans picked off the stragglers one by one. Eventually 
with their last gasp they struggled to the Coast about 
thirty miles south of Dublin and when relief ships 
came to meet them with provisions, the starving soldiers 
rushed into the sea in the extremity of their hunger. 

Not long afterwards there was a Meeting somewhere 
near Arklow between Art Oge, King of Leinster and 
Richard II or his Earl Marshall. For the second time in 
five years the feudal army in its full panoply of knights 
in armour, drawn up in countless serried ranks, sullenly 
faced the light levies of the wild Irish. This parley in 
an unnamed Glen of the Wicklow Mountains is the sub
ject of one of the few illuminated pictures of Irish Med
ieval History. Art McMurrough is represented as rid
ing a splendid black horse, without saddle or housings, 
which was said to have cost four hundred cows. He 
wears a conical hat covering the nape of his neck.a parti
coloured cloak, long coat and under-coat, all of gay yel
low, crimson and blue. He is described as a fine, large, 
handsome m an, of stern, indomitable bearing, who 
refused to submit and boldly declared-"! am the right
ful King of Ireland and no one will deprive me of what 
is my land by conquest" 

Disappointed and exasperated Richard arrived in Dub
lin galled by the memory of his humilating disasters and 
according to Darcy Magee he now invented a notable 
design for conquering his chief enemy. "He divided his 
force into three divisions and sent them out in quest of 
Art promising to whosoever should bring him to Dublin 
alive or dead, one hundred marks in pure gold. "Every
one took care to remember these words" saith our 
guide, "for it was a good hearing". And Richard more
over declared in his passionate way, that if he did not 
capture him when the Autumn came and the trees are 
leafless and dry, he "would burn all the woods great 
and small or flush out that troublous rebel". 

ABDICATION 

But truth is stranger than fiction and the fact is that 
before the leaves were off the trees in that Autumn of 
1399 Richard II had already promised to abdicate if 
his life were spared. He was taken to London riding 
ignominiously behind his rival Henry IV. On the 30th 
September as a prisoner in the Tower of London he 
signed a deed of abdication wherein he acknowledged his 
errors and shortcomings, reading it aloud cheerfully, and 
closing with a request that his cousin "would be a good 
lord to him". In February 1400 he died. 

ART OGE 

While bearing in mind that Darcy Magee's views on 
Art Oge Kavanagh are obviously rather partisan, here is 
his assessment of the greatest of the "Kavanaghs, called 
McMurgh", who aspired to be Kings of Leinster: 

"Art was a great hero and a great Irishman and 
for these among other reasons-when his allies de
serted him.overawed by the strength of Richard, 
he alone held a consistent and independent course; 
when the Leinster Irish were threatened with ex-
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termination he armed them, trained them and set 
them an example in defensive warfare by follow
ing which they and their children held their native 
fields unfettered for 200 years afterwards; because 
that, while he claimed the rank of King, he execu
ted his duties in peace and never once forgot his 
responsibilities in war; because he rendered the 
Statutes of Kilkenny for ever inoperative in Ireland 
by his early and noble resistance to its edicts; be
cause in his time there were no Civil broils among 
the Irish of Leinster; because he reigned forty years 
in a Revolutionary and boisterous time and no 
rival of his own race could be started in opposit
ion against him." 
"In the Irish History of the Middle Ages-from Brian 

Boru's era to Hugh O'Neill's-he has no equal for 
prudence, perseverance, valour and success. Many 
Princes there were in that period who were as hos
pitable, as rich as beneficient to the Church, as 
terrible at times to their enemies, but none who 
shaped in their youth a clear path of life and pur
sued it for years, over every difficulty, through 
every danger, across every impediment, even to the 
end". 

The road that runs from Carlow southwards to Fen
agh and on towards St. Mullins, is the main road through 
Kavanagh Country. It passes close by Garryhill-the an
cient Fortress and Stronghold of Art Oge Kavanagh, the 
greatest of the Kings of Leinster. 

1 OUR CHAIRMAN WRITES 

l 

l 

IN PRECEDING issues of "Carloviana" (1970 & 1971) 
articles appeared in which the need for a local Museum 
was stressed. It could help to give a sense of identifica
tion and character not alone to our town but to the 
whole county and districts surrounding it. 

As the reader will no doubt have seen in the local press 
recently our long-awaited ambitions have been practic
ally realised. Rooms for that purpose have been rented 
in the Old Academy College St. from the Parish Coun
cil with the co-operation of our local Administrator, V. 
Rev. T. Brophy and ere long the doors .will .open to what 
we hope will be the forerunner of a good sound exhibition 
of articles connected with the past of Carlow and dis
trict. 

This pwject will test the mettle of our members as 
quite a large amount of spade work will have to be done 
in preparing the rooms, procuring and assembling ex
hibits, stewarding, etc. This work will however be made 
lighter by the knowledge that they are laying the foun
dation of an institution which, as each year succeeds 
another, will continue to expand and so make the ef
fort worthy of the Society's name and a model show
piece of our town's heritage. 

In another page of this Journal the reader will find 
an appeal to become a Friend of the Museum project 
by giving a generous subscription to help it get off the 
ground in a manner worthy of the name of Carlow. I 
know there have been many appeals in our town recen
tly, all very deserving of our charity, but this is a dif
ferent and original object, when one considers the pot
ential, tourist-wise, of a good, well laid out exhibition. 
How proud we will all feel in encouraging our friends 
from near and far to come and visit it. 

Each and every one of us must help in whatever way 
we possibly can to give it a good start and continue to 
lend all our help to make the effort very much worth 
while and lasting. 

It is an interesting and appropriate fact that one of the 
rooms to be used is on the site of the town's first 
Catholic boys school, just one step forward from the 
old Hedge School. 

ALEC BURNS 

The entrance was from the side which was known as 
School Lane. Dr. Doyle, the great J.K.L. was at the in
augural meeting convened by Dean Staunton, who had 
previously established St. Patrick's College under the 
directions of Bishop O'Keeffe. It is also next door to the 
site of the town's first Catholic place of worship, a very 
humble Penal Church. 

We feel that this is an important step forward since 
the inaugural meeting in the Town Hall 26 years ago 
when the Society was first launched. At that meeting 
two main objects were stated. One to promote and en
courage interest in Carlow's past and secondly to pre
serve a permanent record of life in Carlow and district. 

Down through the intervening years we have compiled 
as far as possible the districts past history and at last 
we are in a position to take the second and more diffi
cult step. 

It is 26 years since Mr. L. D. Bergin, as Hon. Editor 
of "Carloviana" stressed the importance of a local Mus
eum as an integral part of our Society and a social am
enity for the older generation of the district. 

He is now, we hope, about to see one of his dreams or 
dearest wishes becoming a reality. 

It would not be remiss if at this stage I pay a 
very sincere tribute to all those members and the many 
good friends who in the intervening years dedicated them
selves to compiling and collating the history and folk
lore of our district. Without their efforts our historical 
records and achievements would have been very poor in
deed. 

Our hopes for the future are heartened by the num
ber of young people who are now showing a more than 
keen interest in the Society and attending regularly at 
our meetings. 

Let us hope that they will occupy themselves diligen
tly in making our Museum a success by patronising it 
and encouraging their friends to do likewise, also by 
accepting some of the responsibilities in its running, 
thereby ensuring its continuity. 

We are offering them an important amenity to their 
town and leaving its long term success we earnestly 
hope in their capable young hands. 
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The Development of Organised Public 
Transport on the Roads of Co. Carlow 
in the Pre-Railway Age 

WHILE IT IS possible that the first coach 
was brought to Ireland about the middle 
of the sixteenth century, it would appear 
that the practice of vehicular travel was 
slow to catch on in a country in which 
the population for long remained largely 
rural and economically self-sufficient. 
Horse riding remained the usual mode 
of long-distance travel even on the more 
well beaten trunk routes until well into 
the latter half of the eighteenth century, 
while walking was the usual means of 
self-propulsion on shorter journeys for 
the majority of the population down to 
even more recent times. It is hardly sur
prising then to learn that public trans
port first came to be organised rather 
late in time - about the end of the first 
quarter of the eighteenth century -
though a short-lived attempt in this 
direction may have been made in the 
environs of Dublin circa 1661. The 
present essay will attempt to outline 
the transport links which were forged 
between Carlow and Dublin as well as 
on the cross routes between the towns 
of Carlow and its neighbourhood. The 
development of land carriage from Car
low in the slow moving waggon teams 
of the late eighteenth century when the 
corn traffic to Dublin was especially 
voluminous will be the subject of a 
further study. The canals and the Bar
row Navigation while justifiably worthy 
of notice in Carlow's transport history 
unfortunately lie outside the scope of 
the present paper which cannot therefore 
be considered as more than a partian 
treatment of what is a broad ranging 
topic. 

Watson's The Gentleman's and Citizens' 
Almanack which commenced in 1730 and 
which was to appear annually for over 
a century is one of the most valuable 
sources for stage coach time tables and 
as such, is unique for any study of the 
earliest coach services which travelled 
from Dublin to the provinces. 1737 was 
the first year in which Watson listed the 
stage coaches which were then operative. 
These were three in number and served 
Drogheda, Kinnegad and Kilkenny - the 
latter being our present concern. While 
this is the first year in which coach ser-
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vices are listed in an Irish annual it is 
not true to say that 1736 (stage coach 
lists used in the compilation of a dir
ectory or almanac were almost invar
iably based on statistics gleamed on 
November 1st of the year previous to 
that for which the work was intended) 
was the first in which stage coaches 
ran in Ireland, for in the absence of 
fortifying evidence all that can be stated 
is that these services made their appear
ance somewhere in the early 1730s. The 
Kilkenny coach with which we are con
cerned here departed from the Coach 
and Horses ("next gate to the Three 
Gloves in George's Lane") Dublin, on 
Mondays and Thursdays and returned 
to Dublin on Tuesdays and Fridays. The 
fare to Carlow was 9/- while the journey 
to Leighlinbridge cost another shilling 
which were very considerable sums in 
the first half of the eighteenth century. 
Each patron was allowed to carry 20 
lbs of luggage free but had to pay Id. 
for every pound over. Thus it was that 
Carlow was serviced on the first ever 
stage coach service which travelled South 
from Dublin. Proof that Carlow and 
Leighlinbridge were not by-passed by 
this coach lies in the mention of separate 
fares for the stops at each of the towns 
listed which means that the proprietors 
of this pioneer vehicle not only expected 
but relied upon Carlow based patronage. 

This coach continued its services in 
the following years and appears to have 
been granted the patronage to make 
it viable which was an enormous suc
cess for a pioneering venture and which 
may serve to indicate that the institution 
of this service was the answer to a need 
rather than to an informed sense of ad
venture on the -part of some fore-seeing 
Augustan entrepreneur. The fares were 
increased in 1743, that to Carlow being 
upped by 9d. and that to Leighlinbridge .. 
increasing to 10/lOd. Proof of the com
parative success which this and the other 
early stage coaches enjoyed may be infer
red from their gradual departure from 
their previously informal accommodation 
arrangement to a strict booking system 
(in which "6/6d. to be paid down and 
forfeited unless the person comes at 

the time appointed") all of which seems 
to show that there was no shortage of 
passengers. 

What sort of vehicle was this earliest 
of Irish stage coaches? It was owned by 
John Walsh and was apparently known 
as the "Fly Diligence" and is perhaps 
best described by John Banim, the Kil
kenny novelist who was writing of it 
long after in his The Conformists where 
he talks of the coach as having " .... 
ropes of hemp or hay indifferently, with 
a small remnant of leather harness at
tached to them, to each other and to 
the ark-like building .... the passengers 
(were) inside or else under the awning on 
the top made of sacks spread over 
hoops .... ". It was probably like Dom
inick Roche's Drogheda coach of a slight
ly later date which was remembered 
nostalgically by a newspaper correspon
dent of the 1830s as "thickly studded 
with brass nails like a hair bottom chair 
. . . . the machine had two iron affairs 
called springs but nearly perpendicular 
and scarcely flexible. These were in front 
but behind there were two stout posts 
and chains and woe to the person whose 
teeth were loose." These descriptions 
match the technical data which we have 
for contemporary English stage coaches 
which are often depicted in prints (one 
by Hogarth being among the most 
famous) and which had poor suspension 
and domed roofs - the concept of em
ploying the roof to carry outside pas
sengers being still unknown. 

The first attempt towards the democ
ratisation of stage coach travel was the 
addition of the "conveniency behind" 
or wickerwork basket to the back of 
the coach. This· basket would have been 
of large dimensions and rested on iron 
stays between the hind wheels. While 
no direct allusion to the first use of 
such a device for the accommodation 
of the second class passenger has sur
vived in Irish records it is very plaus
ible that the first vehicle to use it was 
the same Kilkenny Coach of which we 
are speaking for in the Almanack of 
1744 we note that "a child on lap" as 
well as "a servant behind the coach" 
both went for half fare. This is the first 
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such reference to a reduced fare in an 
Irish context and the servant was almost 
certainly accommodated in the basket. 

It would appear that the fare increases 
of 1743 failed to have the desired effect 
for by 1745 they reverted to their old 
levels. It is curious to note that fare 
reductions were also brought in on the 
long established Kinnegad Stage Coach 
at this time. The fares remained the same 
in the succeeding years but were reduced 
by l 748 when the fare to Carlow fell 
to 7 /6 and that to Leighlinbridge to 8/8. 
This reduction was almost certainly due 
to the appearance for the first time in 
that year of a second twice weekly 
Dublin-Kilkenny Stage Coach which ser
viced the same route for the same fares 
on the same days. Cornelius Sullivan of 
Timolin was the proprietor of the second 
service. Despite the loss of revenue which 
must have resulted from this reduction 
in fares the passenger volume must have 
been constant and large because both 
services continued unchanged in the 
course of the following half decade or 
more while an extra coach was put on 
the route between 1756 and 1759 making 
this road from Kilkenny to Dublin via 
Carlow the busiest public transport 
artery in the country if the number and 
frequency of services are to be the yard
stick on which to make such a judge
ment. 

The journey to Kilkenny from Dublin 
took a day and a half to complete in 
the early decades of stage coaching. The 
introduction of a fourth stage coach -
The Summer Flying Coach to Kilkenny 
- on this route in 1760 must have had 
revolutionary impact in those years as 
it completed the Dublin-Kilkenny run 
in one day during the Summer months, 
though it took a day and a half during 
the reduced daylight hours of the Winter. 
This new service meant that Carlow 
travellers were facilitated by four Kil
kenny-Dublin stage coaches each of 
which travelled in both directions twice 
a week. Carlow travellers were saved 
the expense of an overnight stop on 
the down journey from Dublin on those 
coaches which took one and a half days 
to reach Kilkenny for the overnight stop 
was at Carlow itself. They were not as 
lucky on the up journeys when the over
ni.ght stop seems to have been at Kil
cullen. One of the Kilkenny stage 
coaches appears to have been dropped 
by 1761 while John Sullivan, the prob
able successor (son?) of Cornelius Sul
livan of Timolin, whom we first noticed 
in 1748, appears to have gone into 
partnership with Richard Mooney for 
'The Summer Flying Coach' is now en
titled "Sullivan and Mooney's Flying 
Stage to Kilkenny." This vehicle did 
the full journey in a single day between 
10th April and 10th September. This 
partnership appears to have been suc
cessful for it made a determined assault 

on the passenger market along this route 
in the following year when its fleet was 
increased to "four flying stages", one 
of which ran in each direction on four 
days of the week. The Dublin base for 
this service was the Robin Hood in Dame 
Street, while its Kilkenny depot was at 
the Royal Garter. 

This partnership lasted up to 1768 
when the Sullivan interest seems to 
have ended, probably due to a death. 
for now the "flying stages" are owned 
by O'Brien and Mooney. The company 
may have been undergoing a loss at 
this time for the new partnership seem
ed fit to operate the route twice weekly 
only in contrast to the frequency of 
four times weekly formerly employed. 
The respective destination and departure 
points were changed to the Ram Inn, 
Aungier Street, Dublin and to the Sheaf 
of Wheat, Kilkenny. Speeds hadn't im
proved as these vehicles still took a day 
and a half on this journey during the 
Winter. It must not be forgotten that 
Carlow was also served all this time 
by the other two Kilkenny stage coaches 
which appear to have been attended 
upon by-, much less drama and change 
than those which we have been noticing. 

The recently established partnership 
seems to have been short lived for by 
December 10, 1770, the Widow Mooney 
ran a coach in both directions twice a 
week and reverted to the Royal Garter 
as her office in Kilkenny as well as 
switching to the Bull inn, Capel Street, 
Dublin, as the centre of her business in 
the capital, while "O'Briens Kilkenny 
Coach" ran twice weekly from the inns 
which were used when the most recent 
partnership was current. The other two 
Kilkenny Stage coaches ran as before. 
This situation prevailed until by Nov
embe,r, "1774, it had become more ration
alised, for now all the Dublin-Kilkenny 
stage coaches seem to have been vested 
in the hands of Messrs. O'Brien who 
consolidated the concern into a service 
which consisted of four coaches running 
each way on four days every week. This 
arrangement continued until some time 
in 1777 when half O'Brien interest seems 
to have passed to John Haly. By 1778 
the O'Brien half of the Kilkenny-Dublin 
stage coach business seems to have 
"rested" temporarily for the Almanack 
lists the proprietor as a John McGouran. 
That the latter inclusion in the 1779 
Almanack may have been a typograph
ical substitution for John O'Brien is lent 
a lot of conviction by O'Briens re-entry 
to the scene in 1779, when he controls 
half of the stage coach activity of this 
route as heretofore. Haly and O'Brien 
continued to divide the proprietorship 
of the coaches in the following years, 
effecting a slight reduction in the fre
quency of their mutual services about 
1782. 

The entire interest in the Dublin-Kilken-

ny route seems to have reverted to John 
O'Brien in 1786 and he appears to have 
further reduced the frequency of the 
services to two per week in each dir
ection. Another almanack of the same 
year would seem to indicate that this 
reduction did not occur and that Haly's 
business still flourished. That Alexander 
Stuart's Almanack was more accurate 
than Watson's for 1786 seems to be 
corroborated by a directory with a coach 
list based on that of the following year 
which claims John O'Brien as a prop
rietor of the 'Kilkenny Fly' and John 
Fleming as owner of the 'Kilkenny 
Coach' both being two day a week ser
vices, both plying the same route and 
both charging £1.5.0 for the full journey. 
The fares for the intermediate stages 
including those in Co. Carlow are not 
listed but comparatively they must have 
been greater than in 1748 (the last year 
for which we had fares) when the fare 
for the full journey between Kilkenny 
and Dublin was 10/-. It seems fair to 
infer, in the absence of any corrobora
tive evidence, that John Fleming either 
bought out or inherited John Haly's in
terest in this route. The reason for the 
uncertainty surrounding the existence of 
the second Kilkenny stage coach service 
from the capital becomes apparent in 
the Almanack of 1789 which includes 
a Kilkenny stage coach which ran twice 
weekly to and from the Grand Canal 
at Monasterevan in addition to the "Kil
kenny Fly" to and from the Bull Inn in 
Capel Street. The boat coach was "con
ducted by Messrs. Stoker and Reynolds". 

This vehicle was advertised as the "Mon
asterevan Stage" and commenced run
ning on 11 August, 1788, from Kilkenny 
to the canal and on to Ballyroan. It is 
unique in many ways. Firstly, it may 
have been established in answer to a 
recommendation which appeared in a 
local newspaper in the previous April 
which advised "the establishment of a 
stage cart, or w<!ggon, between this 
city (i.e. Kj)~enny) ,and M6nasterevan, 
as the only remedy for the many dis
appointments and impositions daily ex
perienced by the shopkeepers and others, 
who receive small parcels from Dublin" 
which is a criticism of the lack of this 
facility on the ordinary coaches to and 
from Dublin. The coach was soon plan
ned and shortly commenced running. So 
far as I can establish it is the first 
Irish stage coach service that ran be
tween two centres outside of Dublin as 
well as being the first Irish vehicle which 
definitely transported inside and outside 
passengers, at 11/4! and 5/81 respec
tively for travellers going the full journey 
- all of which money was "to be depos
ited at the time of engaging place." 
While, it will be recalled, some of the 
earliest of Irish stage coaches mentioned 
outside passengers in their notices, this 
apparently referred to the basket or 
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"conveniency behind" device and not to 
roof passengers proper, none of the 
subsequent Irish stage coaches which 
are published with prices mention fares 
which were applicable to outside pass
engers. While it would be onerous to 
prove, it would seem that outside travel
lers on Irish coaches, while facilitated 
early on, were late in being accommo
dated on coach roofs. 

March 1789 opens another chapter in 
the story of Irish public transport for 
it heralds in the establishment of the 
first two mail coaches from Dublin to 
the provinces; one, the Southern, to 
Cork and the other, the Northern, to 
Belfast. Carlow again looms conspicious
ly in the context of the Southern mail 
because it was one of the more import
ant stages along its route. Anticipation 
must have ran high in Carlow as in 
Kilkenny in the Summer of 1788 when 
it"'faS-n>!wmoured that the Southern Mail 
WpUld •be,• Jost to "the Cashel Route" 
because· of the bad §rate of the road 
between Kilkenny and Clonmel, thus 
leaving Carlow and Kilkenny out of the 

.p1aa. , The eventuality of such a catas-
.' , 1lrop11'e was avoided when "no less that 

six sets of men (were) employed in re
pairing the worst parts of the road, 
preparatory to a general and thorough 
repair of the whole." The threat had 
soon passed as "the road , , , is now so 
well repaired as to equal the last roads 
in this Kingdom", while the Post-office 
farmed out the contract to carry the 
mails along this route to Messrs. O'Don
cghue and Anderson of Cork. 

The Dublin-Cork Mail Coach was to 
be one of Carlow's most permanent and 
long lived connections with the North 
and South of the country up to the in
ception of the railways in the forties of 
the last century. It was not to play the 
largest role in the transportation of Car
Jowmen to and from the capital as there 
were nearly always stage coaches to 
fulfill this function. 

It is curious, though perhaps not sur
prising, to note that the Southern Mail 
Coach, as well as the Monasterevan 
Stage (i.e. the feeder service to the 
Grand Canal) had combined to end what 
had been the longest and least inter
rupted of traditions in the now sixty 
year old history of Irish Stage Coaching, 
for 1790 was the first year in over fifty 
in which Kilkenny had no direct public 
transport link of its own with the 
capital as the daily Mail Coach seems 
to have rung the death knell for the 
recently established "Fly" - the twice 
weekly trips of which were no longer 
required by Kilkenny travellers - as it 
is absent from the Almanack of 1790. 
The Mail Coach appears to have served 
the needs of Carlow travellers, until at 
least 1794 when an "elegant post 
coach" which carried four inside and 
two outside passengers was established 

to serve "Carlow, Kilkenny, Clonmel, 
Cork, Gowran, Thomastown, Waterford 
and Carrick (on-Suir)". The fare (inside) 
to Carlow on the Mail Coach was 13/6 
while that to Leighlinbridge was 15/8 
which, while only slightly dearer than 
those of forty years before, appear to 
be more or less the same as those 
charged on the list of the Kilkenny-Dub
lin Stage Coaches which we recall 
charged a guinea for the full journey 
while £1.2.9 was the amount charged 
on the Mail Coach to Kilkenny. 

After the apparent disappearance of 
the Cork post coach in 1799 the South
ern Mail Coach seems to have answered 
the transport needs of patrons along the 
route for it is not until 1802 that any
thing which approached an auxiliary ser
vice was inaugurated. This was the thrice 
weekly Kilkenny post coach which seems 
to have been extended to become the 
Cork post coach in the following year, 
after which it disappears from the al
manac lists. 

Carlow became a Mail Coach terminus 
in its own right in 1804, if Watson's 
Almanack is to be relied upon, for we 
find that a relief mail diligence ran from 
Carlow to Waterford via Leighlinbridge, 
Gowran and Thomastown. This service 
relieved the Southern Mail Coach at Car
low and was among the first of such 
"feeders" employed in the more con
gested trunk routes in the early years 
of the new century. This arrangement 
lasted until 1807 when the Waterford 
Mail Coach commenced running from 
Leech's Hotel, Kildare Street, Dublin. 
The new Mail Coach plied via Carlow, 
Goresbridge, Graiguenamanagh and New 
Ross. Watson's notice of this Mail Coach 
is borne out by an official return of the 
time which indicates that this service 
began on 5 July, 1807, that its proprietor 
was Alexander Bissett and that its allow
ed quota of passengers was not to ex
ceed four inside and two outside';·"While 
the coach was to travel at at lea'st 5 
m.p.h. This line was later to be taken 
over by Kildare Coach mogul Peter 
Purcell who contracted for it on 5 July, 
1813. The same return informs us that 
the Carlow-Waterford Mail Service had 
first been contracted for on 5 January, 
1804, and that the contract was due to 
expire in 1811 though by then Bissett 
had taken over the Waterford-Dublin 
line which superseded it. The proprietor 
of the short-lived Waterford-Carlow ser
vice was Matthew Murphy who was 
obliged to carry the mails between the 
two towns in nine and a half hours. 

1808 saw the re-establishment of a 
Cork Day Coach from Dublin operating 
on a twice daily basis and having its 
first overnight stop at Royal Oak and 
the second at Fermoy. By 1810 this 
coach made its stops at Carlow and 
Clonmel during the Winter months while 
during the extended daylight of the 

Summer it was enabled to do its journey 
with only one overnight stop at Kilkenny. 
The newly established and short-lived 
Waterford Day Coach from Dublin plied 
through Carlow as did the mail to the 
same city. In the following year the Cork 
Day Coach appears to have been drop
ped because this line was now very well 
serviced having night and day mails from 
Dublin. Interestingly, though, a new 
three weekly Kilkenny Day Coach to and 
from the capital makes its appearance 
which may indicate that the mail 
coaches weren't capacious enough for 
the passenger volume from the Marble 
city north. This arrangement seems to 
have satisfied the public transport needs 
of the people of Kilkenny and Carlow 
up to about 1815, when the thrice 
weekly Wexford Day Coach later known 
as the "Waterloo" via Tullow and Bun
clody contributed to a rather rapid up
surge in traffic activity and increase in 
public transport facility in Co. Carlow. 
While credit for the mobilisation on a 
grand scale of the native inspired and 
recently evolved jaunting car as a long 
distance public transport vehicle is 
always rightly accorded to Charles 
Bianconi, about whom more later, the 
Italian need not nece,;<_rily, as is univer
sally held, have been the innovator of 
this idea for it would appear that eight 
"stage jaunting cars" were leaving Dub
lin daily at about the time he operated 
his first such car between Clonmel and 
Cahir. Warburton Whitelaw and Walsh 
claimed that the introduction of "this 
cheaper mode of travelling" was the 
"most efficient cause" in the decline in 
the number of stage coaches which plied 
out of Dublin at this time. "Kilkenny 
and Carlow" are listed as one of the 
eight centres to which these cars plied. 

Tullow seems to have been the first 
town in Co. Carlow which established a 
regular stage coach service with Dublin. 
This was the Tullow Day Coach, a thrice 
weekly which left Dublin at 7 a.m. and 
arrived at its Co. Carlow terminus at 
4.30 p.m. It travelled via Blessington and 
Baltinglass and commenced running in 
1817. This coach seems to have had 
rather a short life the cause of which 
may be ascribed to the possible rivalry 
and competition which it had to con
tend with from one of the most famous 
of the county's stage coaches - The 
Carlow Day Coach or 'Retaliator' -
which was established on a daily basis 
in 1820 and which did its journey in 
seven and a half hours inclusive of 
stops, quite a considerable speed for its 
time as the new coaching features such 
as elliptic spring of Obadiah Elliott 
(1804) and the consequent building of 
the coach body onto the chassis which 
resulted in the reduction of coach heights 
and the possibility of fixing two boots 
(front and back) to the body with the 
concomitant capacity increase and com-
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fort improvement in the accommodation 
for outside passengers, were yet only in 
their infancy. The employment of soft 
grained mahogany in coach panelling, 
the use of all iron axletrees, the use of 
one piece iron tyres, the introduction of 
the lever brake and the realisation of the 
value of the 'Collinge' patent axle in 
coach construction as well as the im
provement in stage facilities and the 
reduction in their distances from one 
another all helped to make for a sort 
of minor revolution in stage and mail 
coaching 'in the early decades of the last 
century, the upshot of which was that 
speed, comfort, safety and increased 
carrying capacity were to make the 
period 1820-1845 the Golden Age of 
Irish horse drawn public transport his
tory. These improvements have been in
cluded here to demonstrate the revolu
tion which had occurred in stage coach 
travel within a century when, as we 
noticed, the first coach on the Carlow 
road had to rumble its weary w,iy for 
a full day before reaching Carlow from 
Dublin. 

The "Retaliator" proved immensely 
popular and was soon served by a "feed
er" car to and from New Ross daily. The 
success accorded this coach must have 
inspired others to tap the passenger 
potential of this route for by 1821 Dub
lin was linked to Kilkenny by the thrice 
weekly Kilkenny Day Coach (the longest 
established of these services), the daily 
Kilkenny and Carlow Day Coach and 
the daily Carlow and Kilkenny coach 
which was 'fed' by a diligence to and 
from Leighlinbridge and Bagenalstown 
which met it on arrival and departure, 
though Brett Smith lists this ancillary 
service as serving the 'Retaliator'. Thus 
by 1821 Carlow had not only consoli
dated its position as a very important 
en route stop of the journey south to 
Waterford, Kilkenny and Cork but it 
was becoming a public transport focus 
in its own right acting as an important 
channel from which flowed the traffic 
streams of surrounding towns like New 
Ross. Leighlinbridge and Bagenalstown. 

Carlow transport links with the capital 
remained more or less unchanged for 
the ensuing decade which meant that 
there must have been little change in 
the passenger volume along the route in 
that time; the Kilkenny and Carlow 
Coach which originated from Duke Street 
Dublin, soon came to be known as the 
"Fair Traveller" and this seems to repre~ 
sent a merger of the two Kilkenny and 
Carlow services of 1821 while the Kil
kenny Coach proper became a daily ser
vice. This arrangement continued into 
the early 1830's when East Carlow 
travellers were further facilitated by the 
establishment of a second Wexford Day 
Coach along the "Western" road through 
Tallaght, Kilbride, Blessington, Baltin
glass, Tullow and Bunclody from which 

it travelled eastwards towards Ennis
corthy. This was known as the 'New
townbarry and Wexford Fair Trader'. The 
early years of the same decade saw the 
establishment of a thrice weekly cara
van to Tullow which completed its 
journey in seven hours. A six-day-a-week 
Carlow Day Coach ("a well appointed 
four horse coach") which was also in
stituted about this time from Dublin 
must have acted as a supplementary 
service to the "Retaliator" - a position 
which indicates that public transport 
needs accelerated in the thirties after 
the comparative stability of the pre
vious decade, that is as far as this line 
of road is concerned and if the number 
of services can be used to gauge pass
enger numbers in the absence of statis
tics. 

The Tullow caravan was short lived 
and doesn't appear after 1835, when 
the Carlow "Retaliator" seems to have 
been styled simply as the Carlow and 
Athy day coach. This was a daily -
except - Sunday service which had a 
carrying capacity of fifteen passengers 
and which carried the high average of 
twelve,. patrons. The inside fare was 
charged at the rate of 3d. per mile 
while l!d. per mile was the outside fare. 
The Bunclody-Dublin 'Fair Trader' was 
also a fifteen seater but averaged only 
seven passengers who were charged at 
the more favourable rates of 21d and 
l1d. per mile for inside and outside 
seats respectively. 

The disappearance of the "Retaliator" 
seems to have been a sign of the times 
and indicative of seemingly lean times 
for Carlow's public transport connection 
with the capital for the county capital 
appears to have had no coach which 
originated from itself on that line of 
road in 1836, though many services to 
and from Kilkenny, Cork, Waterford 
and Clonmel plied through the town, 
while east Carlow was served by the 
thrice weekly Tullow and Newtown
barry Day coach as well as by the thrice 
weekly Newtownbarry and Wexford 
"Fair Trader" which we noticed earlier. 
This decline in the number and fre
quency of Carlow's services to Dublin 
towards the end of the 1830s is con
firmed in two detailed directorial ac
counts of Carlow included in two pro
vincial works of that time. From these 
it would seem that somewhere in 1838 
a new Carlow-Dublin stage coach was 
established which was known as "The 
Tallyho" and which was a thrice week
ly service which meant that the cause 
of the decline in Carlow's public trans
port volume to and from Dublin was far 
from arrested. This was the state of 
affairs which persisted into the early 
forties by which time the possible "over
servicing" of the East Carlow (Tullow/ 
Bunclody) route seems to have been 
countered by the substitution of a-daily-

except-Sunday Tullow Baltinglass ano 
Blessington Caravan (we recall how an 
earlier caravan to the same destination 
had been short-lived) for the day coaches 
of the late thirties appear to have been 
phased out. 

County Carlow had a second daily 
caravan link with the capital by 1844 
when Carlow town became the destina
tion of such a service. This vehicle, like 
the 'Tallyho' completed its full journey 
in six and a half hours. The caravan 
may have replaced the coach altogether 
by 1845. It had certainly done so by 
1846 when the G. S. & W. Railway had 
reached its metal tentacles south as far 
as the town of Carlow from which 
centre all the coach services (formerly 
based in Dublin) to places further South 
including Waterford, Cork and Kilkenny 
now radiated. This brought Carlow 
within three hours of Dublin and open
ed up a new phase in Carlow's public 
transport history which lies outside the 
scope of the present study. By 1848 
there were five trains running daily be
tween Dublin and Carlow in which fares 
were 9/6, 7/- and 4/8d. respectively for 
fiirst, second and third class seats -
the most expensive of which was cheaper 
than an inside seat on the stage or mail 
coach. The great nineteenth century 
steam revolution had been applied to 
transport which was soon to relegate 
its great servant, the stage coach, liter
ally, to the scrapyard. 

Turning to the second part of our 
task - the examination of the organ
isation of Co. Carlow's public transport 
facilities at the local level - it is im
portant to remember that the county is 
characterised by possessing two traffic 
arteries or trunk routes which carve 
their way, one on either side, through it. 
Almost all of the county's important 
towns lie on one or other of these routes 
which are themselves comparatively near 
one another because of the fairly small 
extent of the county; Carlow and Leigh
linbridge are. situated orr the western 
road, Bagenalstown, Borris and Kil
kenny's Goresbridge and Graiguenaman
agh lying on its extension to New Ross 
while Rathvilly, Tullow, Kildavin and 
Wexford's Bunclody occur along the 
eastern road. It is not surprising there
fore to find that the growth of Carlow's 
public transport services is not nearly 
as involved or socially and economically 
effecacious as the development of similar 
services in other less compact and more 
expansive counties. 

The impact of the Post Office mail 
cars is a case in point. Apart from the 
Carlow - Waterford, Dublin - Waterford 
and Dublin - Cork mail coaches which 
have already been noticed as operating 
along the Western road to the South, 
the impact of the local mail cars was 
smaller than in other parts of the 
country in which large tracts of relative 
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winderness were opened up by such 
services. It was not until the late 
twenties that the mail cars began to 
supplant the horse posts along the local 
routes. Even as late as 1824, the Car
low-Castlecomer, Carlow-Tullow, Hack
etstown-Baltinglass (thrice weekly) and 
Tullow-Bunclody posts were all horse 
and saddle-bag deliveries. By 1835, Car
low was linked by mail car with Castle
comer while a mail car from Goresbridge 
to Bunclody served the Co. Carlow towns 
of Tullow and Clonegall. In the follow
ing year the town of Carlow was linked 
by separate mail cars with Bunclody and 
Castlecomer; each of the cars travelling 
at 6l m.p.h. and having respective car
rying capacities of four and three pass
engers, while Leighlinbridge was still 
linked by horsepost with Graiguenaman
agh being one of four such posts then 
extant. One of the few Irish mail 
coaches which wasn't deemed to require 
the armed protection of mail coach 
guards was the Dublin-Kilkenny mail 
coach which served Carlow and which 
appears to have been instituted in the 
mid-thirties to relieve the overladen 
Cork mail coach (by Clonmel). Bunclody 
and Ballyragget were the only centres 
having mail car services from Carlow 
in 1841. 

While the feeder car service to and 
from New Ross which met the "Retal
iator" on its arrival and departure 
daily and the feeder diligence to and 
from Leighlinbridge and Bagenalstown 
which met the Carlow and Kilkenny 
coach in Carlow from 1821 onwards 
would appear to have been amongst 
the earliest of "local" services, the 
organisation of public transport between 
Co. Carlow towns seems to have been 
relatively late in starting. Carlow town 
appears to have had no locally orien
tated service as late as 1824 apart from 
the Car to New Ross. While Pigot con
ceded that it "is a very considerable 
thoroughfare as it lies on the high road 
from Dublin .... notwithstanding this 
advantage and the more important ad
ditional one of having a communication 
by water with the metropolis, New Ross, 
Waterford and the intermediate places" 
he was forced to conclude that "the 
trade is not very considerable being 
chiefly confined to provisions." Few 
Carlow people seem to have gained their 
livelihoods from the town's importance 
as a mere thoroughfare as there were 
only four hotels/inns - the principal 
of which was Cullen's Kings Arms Hotel 
which had a livery stables attached -
and only James Bennett, a coach painter, 
seems to have lived off the vehicle main
tenance - manufacture side of the 
transport business. Carlow had a daily 
caravan service to Athy by 1835 to 
facilitate passengers availing of the 
Grand Canal in addition to the mail 
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car to Castlecomer and the coach to 
Dublin. The caravan was a sixteen seater 
and was half-full on average, the charge 
per mile being l!d. It was not until the 
late 1830s that Carlow became the 
centre of a fairly comprehensive local 
public transport network which con
sisted of daily cars to Athy, Bagenals
town, Tullow and New Ross, the latter 
being a daily except Su.nday service and 
being part of the Bianconi empire. The 
Tullow link is interesting because it 
represents a belated attempt at cross
ing what was a very small but signifi
cant unbridged transport chasm, itself 
representative of the slow development 
of a local public transport network. 

Leighlinbridge was a post-town on 
the main Western road but it seems 
to have gained even less than Carlow 
from the passing traffic as it had only 
one inn in 1824 as well as a wheel
wri_l!ht who can hardly have depended 
on the cavalcade of stage coaches which 
daily passed through the town for as 
Pigat remarked "they make no stay." 
That its lot had not improved more 
than twenty years later is obvious from 
the fact that though it conducted more 
vehicles than ever through its streets 
it still had only one hotel and did not 
originate a service of its own to anv 
other centre nor did it act as the ter
minus for a service from anv other 
centre. Hacketstown lay off the two 
beaten tracks which intersect Co. Car
low and presents further proof of how 
little public transport was organised in 
that county on a local level as late as 
1846 because Sleater informs us that 
while there are no regular conveyances, 
"cars mav be hired to Baltinglass, the 
nearest town for coaches north or 
south." Tullow's two hotels. car and 
gig maker, coach and car maker, coach 
painter, three saddlers and blacksmiths 
show the effect of the town's being 
the terminus of a daily caravan from 
Dublin as well as being a small sub
(ocus for two local services, both mail 
·cars - one to Carlow and the other 
to Bunclody - on the allied businesses 

of passenger and horse accommodation 
and entertainment as well as vehicle 
supply and maintenance. 

One of the greatest success stories 
in Carlow's public transport history is, 
typically, associated with Charles 
Bianconi, whose Carlow-New Ross long
car ran from 1833 to 1860. This was a 
daily service which started from Carlow 
on the arrival of the Dublin coach and 
which started from New Ross at 6 a.m. 
to be in Carlow at 11.20 a.m. when the 
Dublin bound coach would depart. 
Bianconi charged 1/6d., 3/6d. and 5/
from Carlow to Bagenalstown, Graigue
namanagh and New Ross respectively. 
His first agent in Carlow was J. Bren
nan while T. Edwards succeeded him 
sometime in the early 1840's. The 
Italian's only other venture in Carlow's 
transport was his quotation of a fare 
of 17/6 from Cork to Carlow and 21/
from Cork to Dublin for a journey which 
would have been completed by Bianconi 
car to Kilkenny where the traveller would 
rest the night before continuing next 
morning onto Carlow and Dublin by 
stage coach which was not Bianconi 
owned but with the proprietors of which 
he had made an agreement of some sort 
so that his patrons could avail of an 
"all in ticket" from Cork and places 
south of Kilkenny. Mention of one great 
Irish transport magnate recalls another, 
Peter Purcell, whose transport interests 
ranged from Dublin to Belfast, to Wex
ford, to Cork and timerick and whose 
vehicles were covering more territory 
daily than those of Bianconi in 1835 at 
which time Purcell was proprietor of 
the Dublin-Belfast, Cork-Waterford mail 
coaches inter alia as well as owner of 
the Dublin-Carlow stage coach in which 
the inside and outside fares were 10/
and 5/1- respectively for the full journey. 
Purcell's biggest role in Carlow com
munications in the 1830's and '40's was 
not so much his coaching interest but 
rather his position, from April 27, 1830 
onwards, on the Board of Trustees of 
the turnpike road from Dublin to Carlow 
through Blessington and Baltinglass. 

The Old Carlow Society are deeply grateful to Rev. 

A. J. Scallan, Curator of Enniscorthy Museum, for 

cheque £100 received towards the Carlow Museum. 

It is to be hoped that others will follow Fr. Scallan's 

generous gesture. 



CARLOW MUSEUM 
An T-Ath.,, PEADAR MacSUIBHNE,, M.A. 

THE CARLOW MUSEUM is housed in buildings which 
until recent years were the Irish Christian Brothers' Sec
ondary School. The older of these buildings was founded 
in 1813 by Dean Staunton. The following is a return of 
this school made in the autumn of 1824 for the bishop 
of Kildare and Leighlin, Dr. James Doyle, the illus
trious J.K.L. The return is taken from Monsignor Mar
tin Brenan's work, Schools of Kildare and Leighlin 1775-
1835, p. 420. 

CHAPEL LANE, CARLOW (FREE SCHOOL) 

Michael Wholohan. Opened in 1813, teaches every 
day in the week, Sundays excepted, through the year; 
vacations of three weeks in Summer and a fortnight at 
Christmas excepted. Roman Catholic; appointed by the 
late Doctor Staunton, parish priest of Carlow and Pre
sident of the College. About 54 years of age; was edu
cated at Carlow and trained at Waterford at Mr. Rice's 
School. The School is supported by subscriptions collec
ted quarterly by four clergymen, assisted by the same 
number of laymen. It is governed by a President, two 
Vice-Presidents and a Committee of twenty-four taken 
from amongst the parishioners. The Master has a salary 
of 30 guineas per annum with 3 guineas allowance 
for house rent. The Assistant Master has £12 per annum. 
The school consists of two rooms, one above, the other 
below; that above is 30 feet by 20 feet; that below is 
23 feet by 20 feet. It is built of stone; the expenses 
of building it exceeded £300, which same was raised 
by subscription among the Catholics. 

It is not connected with any Association or Society, 
nor has it any special Patron but the Catholic Bishop 
of the Diocese. The superintendence which the Catholic 
Bishop exercises over it consists in providing at the 
quarterly and annual meetings of the Committee, when 
the reports of the school are read and persons appointed 
to the various duties of visiting, collecting money etc.. 
and of enquiring into the applications of the money 
raised for the support of the school. Of the wealthy 
visitors, two are Roman Catholic Clergymen and two 
laymen. Average attendance: 

a) Summer 1824-Males 180, all Roman Catholics 
b) Last Winter. 150 
c) Summer 1823, 160. 
80 readers; the Master would teach a child to read 

in 12 months. Books-London and carpenters' Spelling 
Books. History of the Old and New Testaments by 
Gahan; Spelling and Reading on the Lancasterian System, 
the Common Course of Arithmetic and Book-Keeping. 
The Roman Catholic Catechism is taught in the school, 
and all the children are obliged to pray daily in the Par
ish Chapel. 

Observations-Though from the rules by which the 
school is conducted, the school is open to every pro
fession, it is attended by Roman Catholics solely, and 
hence no attempt in the school to make proselytes. 

There would be at least 100 children more educated 
in the school were it spacious enough. 

Fr. Henry Staunton was born probably in 1746 in 
Kellymount, Goresbridge Parish. Educated at Paris, he 
was ordained about 1770, and was appointed parish 
priest of Graignamanagh. About March 1787 he became 
parish priest of Carlow. He became first President of 
Carlow College, which was built in 1782 and opened 
in 1793. It was he who appointed Fr. James Doyle, 
O.S.A. Professor in Carlow College. Dean Staunton died 
1st September, 1814 and is buried in the college ceme
tery. 

Mr. Rice in the Return is Edmund Ignatius Rice, foun
der and first Superior General of the Irish Christian Bro
thers. Born in 1762, he obtained the approval of Rome 
for his congregation in 1809. He died 29th August, 1844 
and is buried at Mount Sion, Waterford. 

The Irish Christian Brothers came to Carlow in 
1856. Note the democratic government of Dr. Staunton's 
Carlow School. 

The Parish Chapel was built by Dean Staunton in 
1792. It preceded the Cathedral which was built in 1832 
on the same site. Some of the parish chapel which lasted 
only forty years is incorporated in the Cathedral. 

Dean Staunton's School, 1813, now Carlow Museum 
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Hedge Schools or Pay Schools 
of Rathvilly Parish 

THE PAROCHIAL Registers of Rathvilly Parish contain 
records in the handwriting of Rev. John Gahan, P.P., 
dated 1827 and 1829. These records contain particulars 
regarding the population both of Catholics and Pro
testants, the churches and the schools. 

As the National Education Act did not come into op
eration until 1829, tht schools mentioned in these re
turns must be -classed as Hedge Schools or Pay Schools. 

In the return for the year 1827, under the heading of 
"Attendance at Parochial School" (no endowment for 
any) the following particulars are given: 

Rathvilly, Boys 209. Rathvilly, Girls 170. 
Tineclash, Boys 86. Girls 58. 
Knocklishen, Small Children, 40. 
Maplestown, Small Children ,30. 
Ballyhackett, Small Children, 70. 
On the 17th January, 1829, Most Rev. Dr. Doyle 

(J.K.L.) wrote requiring information regarding the num
ber of chapels in each parish, with their names, and 
"whether a public school-house be attached to it, and 
when built." 

In his reply to this letter Fr. Gahan replied that there 
was "no public school-house in Rathvilly." He stated 
that Kiltegan (Tynock) Church had been newly built in 
the years 1826-27. The former chapel (Tyneclash) is 
attached to this church as a public school-house, these 
two years past. 

There was no public school-house attached to English
town Church. In a note inserted later he states: "In 
1841 a new chapel was built in Talbotstown in place 
of the old one. (at Englishtown) and schools etc. attach
ed. About 1000 children are in course of education" (in 
the parish). 

RATHVILLY SCHOOL 
The tradition is that the school here was held in the 

old chapel which had been built in the year 1785. Re
ferring to this building Lewis (1837) stated that "it was 
a large old seated building in which a National School 
is held." 

Who the teacher of this school was, I have never 
heard, but it may have been a man named Lyons, who 
was called "the Latin Master", and who was the first 
principal of the National School, which was built by 
Father Gahan in 1834. 

KNOCKLISHEN SCHOOL 
This was a real Hedge School and was taught by a 

man named Edward Darcey. In wet weather or in the 
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Winter, the children were taught in Darcey's dwelling 
house but in the Summer or in fine weather they were 
taught in the open. A double fence separating the 
townslands of Knocklishen and Williamstown ran op
posite the door of the dwelling house, and the pupils 
used to write their copies and "do their sums" on this 
fence so that it became quite flat and smooth. Mr. 
Robert Browne, (Knocklishen), Knockavagh informs me 
that his father, Mr. Peter Browne attended this school. 

Lewis states that there was a National School in Knock
lishen in 1837. Edward Darcey was succeeded by his 
son Thomas Darcey, who, in his turn was succeeded by 
his son Michael, who emigrated to Australia in the early 
80's. 

MAPLESTOWN 
This school "for small children" was conducted by a 

man named Thomas White. A remarkable coincidence 
is that the hearthstone of the old school house is the 
hearthstone of the cottage occupied by Thomas White 
of Maplestown, a grandson of the former schoolmaster. 

BALLYHACKETT 
The house in which this school was conducted is still 

standing but uninhabited. It is situated on the road 
from Rathvilly to Carlow, about 200 yds. from Ballyhac
kett Cross Roads. The school was conducted by Patrick 
Keating, whose grand-children still live in Ballyhackett. 

The descendants of many of the pupils who attended 
this school are residents of Ballyhackett neighbourhood 
at the present time. 

KNOCKBOY (THE ALLEY) 
In a part of the townland of Knockboy called The Al

ley, which was formerly very thickly populated, a school 
was carried on by a man named James Kehoe. He was 
called 'The Master Kehoe" and some of his descend
ants are still living in Knockboy. 

It was said that he wrote the Lord's Prayer on a piece 
of paper which could have been covered by a sixpence. 
I have a hazy recollection of having seen this curio. 

LISNAVAGH 
About half a mile to the north of Tobinstown Cross 

Roads, at the foot of "Germaines Hill" on the road to 
Rathvilly, a school was conducted by Denis Delany. The 
place is still called "Delany's Farm" or "Denny's 
Twin." Delany was a low-sized man with rather flat 
feet and he was called "Dinny Heels". When the National 



Schools were established, his occupation was gone, and 
he used to drive round in a donkey's trap to teach the 
children in their homes. Many of the old people up to 
50 years ago, remembered him very well, but now 

"The very spot where many a time he triumphed 
Is forgot" 

In Dr. Doyle's return for 1829 under the heading, 
"School Houses when built" we find the following:

Rathvilly: To be built. 
Kiltegan: Built lately. 
Englishtown: No school-house. 

KNOCKLISHEN HEDGE SCHOOL 

There are many memories and actual facts still exist
ing amongst the older residents of Rathvilly Parish as
sociated with this particular Hedge School. 

The teacher was Edward D'Arcy. He was succeeded 
by his son Thomas D'Arcy. Thomas was succeeded by 
his son Michael D'Arcy. 

In St. Patrick's Cemetery, Rathvilly there is a very 
worn ~eadstone commemorating the D'Arcy Family, 
Knockhshen, Rathvilly. The Inscription, which is barely 
legible, reads: 

Erected 
By William D'Arcy 

in memory of his Father 

Thomas D'Arcy, Knocklishen 
died Janr 6th 1882, aged 82 

And his mother, 
Catherine D'Arcy, 

died 5th March, 1896 

Seven children including 
a Vincentian Priest and three 

Presentation Nuns mourn 
the loss of the above 

their beloved parents. 
He was a true and faithful friend 

in life and died a happy death 
May "the Lord have mercy on their souls 

This Thomas D'Arcy mentioned above was son of Ed
ward D'Arcy,. the last Hedge School Teacher in Rathvilly 
Parish. This school, Knocklishen, later became a Nation
al School. Thomas and his wife Catherine continued as 
Teachers. They were both brilliant Teachers.Together 

with the main subjects they gave tuitions in Music to 
the countryside. They had a family of seven children, 
four boys and three girls, all equally musical and bril
liant. Their eldest son, William Edward was Organist in 
Carlow Cathedral in 1878 and Professor of Music in Car
low College. He organised a Concert which was held in 
Rathvilly Boys School in this year, assisted by his sister 
Helen, teacher in Knocklishen, later a Presentation Nun. 

The second boy Tom was a Vincentian Priest and min
istered in Australia (Recoil. E. O'Toole). 

Michael taught in Knocklishen. He and his two bro
thers also went to Australis. 

The three daughters entered the Presentation Order 
in Lucan. 

Elizabeth, the eldest girl, born 1850, entered the Order 

in 1868. Her sisters followed in her footsteps. 
Elizabeth later became Mother Stanislaus D'Arcy. 

Foundress of the Presentation) Order in Lismore, Aus
tralia. 

Last year the Centenary of this Convent was about 
to be celebra.ted. Through some tragic accident all re
cords of the background of this great Nun had been de
stroyed. Enquiries from Rev. Mothers in Lucan and Lis
more cameto Rathvilly. They were very gratified to find 
that so much authentic information was still available. 

This Headstone worn with age and wreaths is not 
alone a Memorial to this great D'Arcy Family, but also 
to the Standard of Education and Culture achieved in 
these little wayside country schools in the last century. 

CARLOW 

WORKHOUSE 

IN OCTOBER 1835 the Carlow Board of Guardians 
only received two tenders for the supply of potatoes 
and both at an extravagantly high price, which was re
jected, a diet of oatmeal bread and rice was substit
uted, later, the rice was omitted from the dietary. 

In the beginning of 1835 there was only 250 inmates 
in the Workhouse, half of whom were children. Early in 
1846 there was 350, but by the end of the year wide
spread hunger was breaking down resistance to the 
Workhouse system and at the end of January 1847, 
there were nearly 1,200 persons crammed into accom
modation that was meant for 800. 2 sheds were built 
and used as dormitories to accommodate a further 250 
persons. 

In October 1847 the workhouse master reported that 
all the neighbouring graveyards were so overcrowded 
that he had been refused permission to bury the work
house dead in them. He had nevertheless been removing 
bodies from the workhouse in the dead of night and 
burying them by stealth. 

The Guardians were however not prepared to condone 
this practice and decided that the dead should be buried 
within the workhouse grounds in pits which would 
contain three or four tiers of coffins. 

In mid February 1848, the workhouse and ancillary 
buildings around the town sheltered 2,100 persons, of 
whom half were children. In addition 4,100 were get
ting outdoor assistance, but 700 of those in the Work
house were very ill. In July of the same year relief was 
being supplied within and without the Workhouse to 
close on 10,000 people. 

When the Famine had passed the population of the 
County Carlow had dropped to 68,078, in 1841 it was 
86,228, when one allows for the natural increase in pop
ulation it is obvious that about one quarter of the 
population had either emigrated or died during the in
tervening period. 
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The Foundation of 
Carlow College 

Sr. Maura Duggan, M.A. 

WHEN DR. KEEFFE decided to, found a college in his 
diocese, the town of Carlow became the site of the new 
college. The bishop had desired to establish it at Tul
low where he had long resided, but failed to obtain a 
suitable lease.1 The Fishbourne family who owned much 
property in Carlow town made land available. In 1786 
the first long term copyhold lease of land for the col
lege was acquired.2 Building began in 1785 before legal 
security of tenure was achieved. That a Catholic bishop 
should consider the establishment of a college in his dio
cese several years before the French Revolution made it 
a vital need, is a good yardstick of the security of the 
Catholics not only de jure but de facto. Dr. Keeffe's 
lifetime spans the era between persecution, connivance 
and toleration. The erection of the college attracted some 
attention. The Freeman's Journal reported on the pro
gress of the work in 22nd September, 1785: ' ..... the 
workmen are employed on the fourth or attic storey and 
it is expected that they will have the shell, of the great 
building completed in a few weeks time.' Topham Bow
den in his account of his travels in Ireland in 1791 gave 
his opinion of the building itself and of its purpose: 3 

1. Rev. M. Comerford, (Collections relating to the Dioceses 
of Kildare and Leigh/in (Dublin, 1883), vol. i, p. 84. 

2. The wording of the lease implies that the bishop had 
already acquired it on a short lease. The relevant parts of 
the indenture read: ' ... that part of the land now known 
as Winnett's field, situated near the town of Carlow ... 
now in possession of James Keeffe, Roman Catholic bishop 
of Kildare and Leighlin . . . witnesseth that said William 
Fishbourne for and in consideration for the yearly rents 
hereafter mentioned, demised ... to have and to hold for 
999 years paying yearly unto said William Fishbourne ... 
yearly rent or sum of thirty-four pounds two and sixpence, 
twice yearly.' The grantor reserved the right to distrain or 
re-possess for non-payment of rent. (Inspection of these 
leases permitted by courtesy of the Bursar, Rev. John P. 
Aughney, B.A., B.D., St. Patrick's College, Carlow). 

3. Bowden, op.cit., pp. 95-6. 

'A very fine structure has lately been erected for the 
education of Roman Catholic youth: the object of this 
I understand was to do away with the necessity of send
ing young gentlemen abroad by affording them an edu
cation at home.' Lord Carlow who accompanied Bow
den in his inspection o,f his building explained to him 
that 'all the principal Catholics would prefer it to a for
eign college, especially as France, to which higherto 
they sent their children to preserve them from Protes
tantism, tainted them with deistical principles.'1 Whe
ther or not Lord Carlow voiced the opinion of the Cath
olic parents concerned, education in Ireland was a more 
practical proposition for them than the expense and 
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long separation abroad since Gardiner's relief act had 
made Catholic education legal, but it laid a heavy fin
ancial burden on the clergy. 

The primary purpose of the college was simply the 
education of Roman Catholic youth.2 But the problems 
raised by the out-break of revolution in France made 
it advisable to expand the scope of the college to include 
the formation of candidates to the priesthood. This de
cision is I think the implication of Bowden's remark 
that 'it was imagined by some that the Established 
clergy were hostile to the idea (of a college); but to this 
I cannot give credit. Than the Bishop of the Diocese,3 in 
the Established Church, no man can be more enlighten
ed and humane. How unjust, then, to, propagate a 
report that he forbade any other species of learning 
than Classics to be taught here-could any Protestant 

1. Ibid., pp. 99-100. 
2. Finn's Leinster Journal, 4 November '1786. 
3. Euseby Cleaver, Bp. of Cork, trans. to Ferns 1789, was son 

of Rev. William C., Rector of Twyford, Bucks; b. there 8 
Sept., 1 745. Came to Ireland as Chaplain to Marquess of 
Buckingham and was by him promoted to the See of Cork 
and Ross which he held only for a few months. During his 
tenure of the See of Ferns, the Rebellion of 1 798 broke out, 
and was chiefly concentrated in the bishop's diocese: his 
palace plundered, library and much property destroyed. It 
was said that the palace was saved from destruction because 
one of the priests who sided with the rebels wanted it for 
himself. He was transferred to the Archbishopric of Dublin 
in 1809. Died Pt Tunbridge Wells, Dec. 1819, aged 73 
(Rev. James B. Leslie, Ferns Clergy and Parishes (Dublin, 
1936), pp. 17-18). 

gentleman harbour the dishonourable idea that all the 
rays of the bright sun which prospered Protestantism 
into existence would melt it away, in an age of light 
and philosophy. Where, then, can be found room for ap
prehension in admitting Catholics to the most liberal 
education? 1 A newspaper report for December of 1791 
supports the criticisms which Bowden had heard levelled 
at the Bishop. It was currently reported that the Bishop 
of Leighlin and Ferns 'at the earnest solicitation of many 
persons, has at length given permission for the estab
lishment of a Roman Catholic College at Carlow thus
removing the charge of bigotry and intolerance which 
had been affixed to his name for the exercise of an un
just though legal power, with which the Legislative has 
invested every suffragan in his own diocese.2 

It is possible that the origin of the idea for the foun
dation of Catholic College lay in Chief Secretary Orde's 
proposal for undenominational education. Dr. Delany, 
coadjutor, friend and successor to Dr. Keeffe was veh-· 
emently opposed to such a scheme. In a letter to Dr. 
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Troy he outlined at length for him, in his picturesque 
but somewhat incoherent style, what should be the 
Archbishop's reply to the Catholic Committee should 
they ask his opinion on these educational proposals. 
Delany took the inter-communication established be
tween Catholic, Protestant and Dissenter by the vol
unteer movement as an illustration on a lesser scale of 
what such proposals could lead to. The Catholic Commit
tee were to ask themselves 'in what degree did ye your
selves benefit by the practical adoption of far less per
nicious maxims of evil communication upon your late 
newly contracted alliance with Protestants and Presby
terians during the Volunteer period .. .'. He speaks of 
the inevitable consequences of the 'fatal progress to
wards Latitudianarianism ... , a disposition to fling open 
ye gates of Heaven alike not to, Christians but infidels 

1. Bowden, op.cit., pp. 95-6; p. 121, Bowden had been intro
duced to Cleaver in England. 

2. Finn's Leinster Journal, 7 December 1791; I have been 
guided in my search for contemporary material on Carlow 
College by an article by Peadar Mac Suibhne, 'The Early 
History of Carlow College' in l.E.R., series 5, LXII pp. 
230-48 (October 1943). 

of every denomination was sure to be dignified with ye 
fashionable appellation of Philantrophy and Liberality 
of sentiment .. .'. And he confided to Troy, he has him
self been witness to such a 'monstrous and vile rather 
impious prostitution of language' and this 'in ye most 
obscure and requested corners of the Country and among 
persons you would little suspect to be within reach 
of this courtly contagion .. .' .1 

While Delany bewailed the tendancy of Catholics to 
become 'absolutely warped in the principles of their be-

lief,' Musgrave thought this period characterised by 
a £rowing self-confidence among Catholics which Pro
testants seemed to encourage: ' . . . the priests were 
enabled to build stately chapels by the subscriptions not 
only of their own flock, but of Protestants; which form
ed a striking contrast to, and reflected on, the ruined 
edifices where Protestants, less enthusiastic worshipped 
their God. At a time that a Protestant clergyman in 
that county could not obtain a sum of money to build 
a church for three hundred Protestants, whom he at
tended for twelve years in a sooty cabin, the priest 
of Carlow built a college and chapel, which must have 
cost from three to four thousand pounds.'2 Robert Corn
wall's grant of land to the Catholics of Myshall sup
ports Musgrave to some extent but he was willing to 
endow a Prntestant church also, provided his terms were 
met as to the site.3 Such indulgence towards Catholics 
Musgrave felt was responsible for a growing insolence 
among 'the lower class of the people.'1 

1. Diocesan Archives, Dublin, Troy Papers: I am indebted to 
Rev. Henry Peele, O.P., for a copy of this letter which is 
undated but was written circ. 1789. So far I have not had 
access to the original letter. 

2. Sir Richard Musgrave, Bart. Memoirs of the different 
Rebellions in Ireland (1st ed. Dublin, 1801), Appendix XI, 
p. 25 June 1789, the foundation stone of a Roman Catholic 
Chapel was laid in Carlow, by Rev. Henry Staunton 
(Archiv. Hib., vol. 27, p. 321). 
Dr. Delany gives proof of this in his report on his diocese 
to Lord Castlereagh, 1801: 'In the income of Myshall-in 
the county of Carlow, is comprised a grant of ground to 
the Parish Priest, jointly, from Mr. Cornwall and Mr. 
Baggot, the landlords, to the amount of £30 per annum; 
the chapel, rent-free, owes principa_lly its exist~nce ~o t~e 
former gentleman's bounty and liberal exert10ns m its 
behalf. .. .' (Castlereagh Correspondence, vol. IV., p. 152). 

3. Robert Cornwall to Samuel Faulkner, c. 1785/6 (Faulkner 
Papers). 

The Staff and Pupils of 

Presentation Secondary 
School, Carlow 

wish continued success to Carloviana 
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Sir John MacN eill and the 
Railway to Carlow 

THE GREAT Southern and Western Railway was not by 
any means the first to be built in Ireland, but it was 
one of the most important, opening up, as it did, the 
southern half of the country. The original Act of Parlia
ment, for a line of railway from Dublin to Cashel, with 
a branch to Carlow, received the Royal assent on 6th 
August, 1844. The line was surveyed by John Macneill, 
LL.D, FRS, who published the results in his Report on 
the proposed line of railway from Dublin to Cashel, 
being the first division of the main trunk to the south 
and west of Ireland, including a branch therefrom to 
Athy and Carlow. (Dublin 1844). The line to Carlow, 
through the rich valley of the Barrow, he considered 
"indispensable to the completeness of any plan of Rail
way accommodation for the South of Ireland." 

In August 1944, Sir John (he was knighted in that 
year), reached an agreement with the Great Southern and 
Western Railway Company "for his undertaking the en
tire of the engineering department of the Dublin and 
Cashel line, with Branch to Carlow" (Board Minutes, Great 
Southern and Western Railway, Vol. 2, p.35). In May 1845 
he was instructed to furnish plans and estimates for such 
station houses as he felt should be erected on the line. The 
original list allowed for station houses at Adamstown 
Road, Hazelhatch Road, Sallins, Newbridge, Kildare, the 
junction with the Carlow Branch, Kilberry Cross Roads, 
Athy, Magenny Road and Carlow (Minutes, Vol. 3, p.31). 
In July he attended a meeting of the board, and laid his 
design on the table. He was instructed to prepare 
working plans for the Carlow and Sallins station houses, 
with a view to having them erected as soon as pos
sible (Minutes Vol. 3, p.83). Stations were eventually 
built at Clondalkin, Lucan, Hazelhatch, Straffan, Sal
lins, Newbridge, Kildare, Athy, Mageney and Carlow. 
The Irish Railway Gazette (July 20th, 1846) in its ac
count of the first experimental trip from Dublin to Car
low considered them "really beautiful structures ... 
simple in their details, and most substantially built." 
They had been designed, says the Gazette, with a view 
to permanence and utility. This is borne out by the fact 
that many of them survive virtually unaltered. The 
style chosen was the Elizabethan, and its best express
ion is at Carlow, which, since it was originally designed 
as a terminus, is larger than the other stations. It is 

i built of warm brown brick, with stone dressings, and 
.' this, together with its pointed gables and oriel window, 
gives it a cosy, domestic appearance. The central por-
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tion is two-storied, and is three bays wide. It is flank
ed by gabled wings of one storey. The building is very 
little altered-it corresponds to the original illustration 
in the Irish Railway Chart of the Dublin to Carlow line 
(Dublin circa 1848) except for an extension to one of 
the wings, and the fact that it has lost its original tall 
Elizabethian chimneys ,and that its window frames have 
apparently been modernised. The other stations are sim
ilar in detail to Carlow, but smaller. Sallins, for exam
ple, is two bays wide, with wings, has pointed gables 
with finials, and mouldings over the windows, but lacks 
the oriel window. 

Praise for the building was not universal-the Carlow 
Sentinel (reprinted Irish Railway Gazette, 9th July, 
1849), admiring Bagenalstown station "a very handsome 
structure, very nearly resembling the Tudor style of 
architecture" (1), dismisses "those gloomy-looking edi
fices erected in the Elizabethian style adopted along the 
line from Dublin to Carlow" in which "the taste par
took of barbarity." 

It was not usual for the engineer to design station 
houses, although there is an instance of Macneill doing 
so elsewhere-on the Ulster Railway at Portadown and 
probably also at Monaghan, and the engineer George 
Willoughby Hemans, who was a pupil of Macneill, de
signed .~ome buildings on the Galway line. Generally, 
however, when we find engineers involved in the design 
of station biuldings it is in the huge cast-iron and 
glass passenger sheds, which were felt to be the pro
vince of the Civil Engineer, while architects were brought 
in for those buildings which required traditional met
hods and styles. For their terminus at Kingsbridge the 
Directors of the Great Southern and Western Railway 
made this distinction. In July 1845 (Minutes Vol. 3, p. 
77) Macneill was authorised to proceed with prepara
tions for sheds and platforms at the Dublin Terminus 
"which may be considered independently of architectural 
arrangements." A competition had been held for a de
sign for the buildings themselves, and in September 1845 
(Minutes, Vol. 3, 17th Sept., 1845) the plans of the Eng
lish architect Sancton Wood (1814-1886) were adopted. 

John D'alton, in his Memoir of the Great Southern 
and Western Railway (Dublin1846) has quite a lot of 
praise for Macneill's passenger shed; " the area of 
land under the iron roofing alone, exclusive of that cov
ered by the necessary building, exceeds two acres and a 
half. This roofing is supported on seventy-two cast iron 



columns, and is certainly the lightest and most elegant 
in appearance ever constructed in this country." 

Macneill's work for the Great Southern and Western 
Railway shows such great versatility that it seems worth 
while to consider his biography, which is interesting in 
itself. (2) He was born, probably in 1793, son of 
Torquil Macneill, of Mount Pleasant, near Dundalk. He 
served in the Louth Militia and when it was disbanded 
went to England and worked under Thomas Telford 
(1757-1834). He became Telford's chief assistant, and 
was even remembered in his will. After Telford's death 
Macneill set up as a consulting engineer, with offices in 
London and Glasgow. By this time he had had a great 
deal of experience in practical engineering, as well as 
parliamentary work. This last was very important, since 
each line of railway (and any subsequent extension or 
deviation) had to have its own Act of Parliament. 

In 1836 Macneill was back in Ireland doing a survey 
of the north for the Irish Railway Commission. He lived 
at this time at Mount Pleasant, where he made great 
improvements to the land. In 1842 the first chair of en
gineering was set up in this country, at Trinity College, 
Dublin, and Macneill was made Professor. From the 
time of his return to work for the Railway Commission
ers in Ireland he was very closely involved with the 
Irish railway system. He was engineer to the.:Doolin and· 
Drogheda Railway, the Dublin and Belfast Junction Rail
way (a misleading line, since it touched neither city), 
the Dundalk and Enniskillen Railway, the extension of 
of the Ulster Railway from Armagh to Clones and 
Cavan, and, as we have seen, to the Great Southern 
and Western Railway. 

He was probably exceptionally busy in 1845, the year 
of the "railway mania", when dozens of mushroom 
companies were appearing, and lines were being survey
ed all over the British Isles. W. R. LeFanu (Seventy Years 
of Irish Life. London 1904, p.77) tells the story of a 
farmer who approached an assistant of Macneill's work
ing near Thurles, and on learning that he was an en
gineer told him he was the fifth that week, a_dding "it's 
my belief there isn't an idle blackguard in· Dublin that 
has nothing to do that isn't down here to lay out rail
roads." 

If the engineer John P. Doyle is to be believed (let
ter Irish Builder, 15th August, 1887) Macneill's end was 
tragic. At the time of his success he was persuaded by 
the Directors of railway companies to put down his 
name for railway shares, as an encouragement to in
vestors. It was understood that he would not be ex
pected to meet the call for money on these shares, 
but the directors went back on their agreement, and this 
ruined him. The situation was not helped by his child
ren. Two of his daughters married the younger sons of 
"good" families (one was a son of the Earl of Roden) 
but these seem to have lost their fortunes. Two sons 
who went into the Army were forced to leave when the 
supply of money from their father ran out, and they 
could not keep up their extravagant and spendthrift 
habits. One of these sons at one time kept eleven hor
ses on a lieutenant's pay. Doyle's account of all this, 
and his description of Macneill's last days, are so path
etic as to make one wonder whether he embellished the 
story-"to see Sir John in his own room, with a deal 
table without a cloth, his bed in one corner, and his 
son's (the son that kept the eleven horses of sorts) 
shake-down in the other, would make the strongest man 
weep ... ". None of his former pupils or assistant en
gineers did anything to help. "When all Sir John's 
friends had forsaken him, being left destitute, blind, and 
almost starving, he learnt to make match boxes, which 
he sold to the lucifer match manufacturers in London, 
and thus did he eke out a living during all the latter 
years of his life, up almost to the day of his death." 

He died in a house in Cromwell Road, London, on 
2nd March, 1880. 

NOTES 

1. This remark presents a problem, since Bagenalstown station 
can in no way be described as Tudor - if anything it is 
Italian. Is the Carlow Sentinel mistaken, or was the 
original station later replaced? It is a fine building - it 
would be interesting to discover who designed it. 

2. Information on the life of Sir John Macneill, unless other
wise credited, is from the Dictionary of National Biography, 
Volume 12, 1909, pp. 695-6, and from The Irish Builder, 
August 15th, 1887, p. 235. 
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The Burtons of Pollacton 

BEFORE THE 1641 Rebellion, all the lands of Kernans
town or Cargan, Pollardstown Great, and Little were 
owned by the Wale or Wall family. 

According to the "Down Survey" there were 24 3 Acres 
in Kernanstown, 203 Acres in Great Pollardstown and 
234 acres in Little Pollardstown. 

After the Rebellion the Walls were dispossessed of 
their lands which became Crown Property. Mick Wall, 
the last owner died on the 4th October, 1640 and is bur
ied in Urglin Churchyard (Rutland). 

The first owner of "Pollacton" or Pollardstown House 
as it was known then was Charles Burton, third son of 
Benjamin Burton of Burton Hall. He married in Sep
tember 1731 Margaret, eldest daughter of Richard Meri
dith of Shrewlands, Kildare. Pole Cosby wrote in his 
diary (The Lady's brother was married to Cosby's sis
ter). "She had £1,500 to her fortune more than he did 
at that time deserve; but turned out well, for he was a 
merchant and clever man and now in 1737 very rich". 
There were five daughters and an only son of this mar
riage. 

Charles Burton was created a baronet on the 2nd Oct., 
1758. He was M.P. for Dublin from 1749-1760 and Lord 
Mayor of Dublin from 1752-1753. The first Sir Charles 
Burton did not appear to reside at Pollardstown House. 

His only son, Sir Charles, the 2nd Baronet of "Pollac
ton" was a Major in the 18th Dragoons. He married 
on the 11th August, 1778 the Hon. Catherine Cuffe, 
third daughter of the 2nd Baron Desant. Their son, Sir 
Charles the 3rd Baronet was born in May 1779. He 
married in 1807. Susanah, daughter of Joshua Paul Mer
dith. He was High Sherri£ for Co. Carlow in 1820. 

Sir Charles died in January 1830, leaving issue (his 
wife had predeceased him). 

Sir Charles, the 4th Baronet, died unmarried in 
1842. Sofia and John also died unmarried. Benjamin, 
brother of the 3rd Baronet, a Lieut. in the 19th Lancers, 
was High Sherri£ for Co. Carlow in 1816. He married 
Grace Ann, only child and Heiress of William Roberts 
of Gloucester Place, London. They had five children, 
three sons and two daughters. 

Sir Charles William Cuffe, 5th and last Baronet, born 
1823. Adolphus William Desant, born 1827. Benjamin. 
Born 1829. Grace Anna Mary. 

Sir Charles Burton, 5th Baronet married 18th Decem
ber, 1861, Georgina Mary, only daughter of David Hal
liburton, Dallas. He was educated at Eton and served 
as a Lieut. in the 18th Dragoons, but retired from the 
Army in 1849. For more than 40 years he lived at "Pol
lacton" with occasional visits to England. He was a keen 
supporter of the Carlow and Island Hounds, and in his 
early youth was a follower of the Quorn Hunt, Leices
tershire. His hunting career was closed by an accident 
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which occurred while riding to meet hounds on a frosty 
morning and resulted in a fractured leg. Although Sir 
Charles never hunted after this accident he took a keen 
interest in the Carlow and Island Hounds to the day of 
his death. He was a close friend of the veteran Master, 
Mr. Robert Watson, Ballydarton. During his life at 
"Pollacton" he made many improvements and change~. 
The Estate covers 350 acres of arable woodland and fox 
coverts. The Burtons also owned land outside the de
mense walls (Tenant Lands). 

Before 1872 the main entrance to the estate was at 
the "Sweep Gate" on the Palatine Road. This gate was 
probably also the entrance to the Old Pollardstown 
House. A fatal accident happened at this gate. A youth 
named Patrick Broderick, a great-great uncle of, the 
Brodericks of Pollerton Big and Kernanstown, cljmbed 
up one of the pillars; the large stone ball, on top of 
pillar dislodged and fell with, and on him. 

Early in 1872 a start was made on a new avenue 
from the mansion and a new Gate Lodge and Gate En
trance which opened on to the Johnstown Road, were 
built. Sir Charles also made big i!l)provements in the 
garden, which covers approx. 4 acres. He built new vin
erys and melon pits. He also planted a yew hedge 
which no one was allowed to clip only himself; it bor
dered a walk on both sides. There were some very fine 
Topiary figures on the hedge. 

In an old farm book dated from 1867-1873 some in
teresting remarks are made: "Cattle Medicine 5/7d 
(Cow died)". "Week-end December 31st, 1870, snow 
and frost all week, did nothing but saw firewood." 
"October 1871 getting out potatoes-Women very dear, 
1/3 per day." 

Sir Charles Burton died at his residence, "Pollacton" 
on the 2nd October, 1902. During his illness which re
sulted from a fall in the garden, he was attended by Dr. 
W. H. O'Meara and Dr. Lane-Joynt. The funeral took 
place from "Pollacton" to St. Mary's Church, for Ser
vice, conducted by the Bishop of Ossory, Ferns and 
Leighlin; The Very Rev. Dean Finlay. The male employ
ees walked behind the hearse in deep mourning attire 
supplied by Lady Burton. The interment took place in Kil
leshin Churchyard (C.O.I.). Lady Burton died on the 15th 
March, 1904. 
Sir Charles Burton's Will was published in the Irish 

Times, 2nd December, 1902. "The Will bears the date 
6th July, 1882 of Sir Charles William Cuffe Burton of 
"Pollacton", Co. Carlow, 5th Baronet who died on 2nd 
October, aged 80 years and whose estate has been valued 
at £62,347 Gross and £62,017 Nett. 
, The Exectrix and Executors are the testators Widow, 

Dame Georgina Mary Burton, William Rotchford, Cahir 
Abbey, Cahir and Lord Rathdonnell; To the two last 



named the testator bequeathed £100 each. To Mary 
Katherine Norah Burton, £1,000. To Gertrude Mary Bur
ton, £1,000. To his Steward, £50 (Tom Whelan). To Lady 
Burton, £1,000 and his consumable stores." He left the 
"Pollacton" Estate and the North Strand Estate in Dub
lin and all other freehold and leasehold and Copyhold 
estate in the Counties Kilkenny and Dublin and else
where, in trust for Lady Burton during her life and subject 
to her life interest for his first or other sons and their 
issue and with remainders successfully to Grace Ellen, 
daughter of his brother Adolphus Desant Burton, her 
issue and to Gertrude Mary Burton and her issue (his 
nieces), and with remainder to Lieut. Benjamin Burton, 
but upon condition that the person entitled to posses
sion for life shall assume, if not already bearing the 
surname of Burton, and quarter the Arms of Burton. Sir 
Charles left the residue of his property in trust. 

The North Strand Estate was offered for sale by Pub
lic Auction by Messrs. Battersby on May 29th, 1919 on 
the instructions of Lady Grace E. Denys Burton. Sir 
Charles died without issue and the title became extinct. 
In St. Mary's C.O.I. Church, Carlow there are Memor
ials to the Burtons of Pollacton. "A Brass Tablet to 
the Memory of Sir Charles Cuffe Burton, died 2nd Oct
ober, 1902-Portion of stained glass window erected by 
Lady Burton of "Pollacton" in memory of her mother." 
The two stained glass windows on each side of the 
Church are erected in memory of Sir Charles and Lady 
Georgina Burton, "Pollacton" and Pollardstown House. 
I have been unable to ascertain the exact date of the 
building of the present Mansion, but a stone-built hay 
barn in the farmyard bears the date 1788. This would 
be in the period during the lifetime of the 2nd Baronet. 
There are hand blown glass windows in the top storey of 
the mansion. Could they have come from the old Pol
lardstown House which stood in the garden of the pre
sent mansion? 

Sculptured Mural Slab or Crest of the Wale or Wall 
Family 

This stone was found by Sir Charles Burton (5th 
Baronet) lying flat on ground in the garden (probably 
when digging foundations for vinerys and melons pits). 
"From his uncle, the 4th Baronet, he had heard that the 
stone had been placed in the wall over the Hall Door of 
the Old Pollardstown House. To preserve it Sir Charles 
had it built over the wicket gate leading into garden 
from the Hall Door side of the house. The slab has since 
been removed, because it was in danger of falling, due 
to rotting timber supports. 

The Dove Cote or 'Crow House' as it was locally known 
(now demolished). 

Dove Cotes are usually associated with Monastic 
buildings. Brewer in (Beauties of Ireland) states that an 
Abbey stood at "Viewmount" (Brown's Hill) and that 
three of its towers were standing about 1760, but this 
statement has never been confirmed. Viewmount is in 
view of Pollacton. Mrs. Margaret Phelan in her paper 
published in the Old Kilkenny Review 1971 gives a de
tailed description of a particular Dove Cote near Fresh
ford, Co. Kilkenny. There is also a pen and ink drawing 
of this Cote. The Dove Cote that stood in "Pollacton" 

lawn is an exact replica of it. Mrs. Phelan writes: "Dove 
Cotes were really used to provide foods by any large 
establishment in Medieval and maybe earlier times. They 
were an accompaniment of fine and luxurious living and 
provided fowl and eggs for our ancestors." 

The Pollacton Dove Cote was a circular stone built 
building, wide at the bottom, tapering a little at the top. 
It was situated on a rise in the lawn, and could be seen 
from a distance. There was a ground floor entrance for 
humans. There was also a flight entrance for the 
birds higher up and an open roof to the sky for them to 
fly away. The birds nests were in spaces around the top 
in the inside wall. I need hardly add that no one re
members any birds but Jackdaws occupying this an
cient building. 

N.B. Since compiling this paper in 1970 "Pollacton" 
Mansion has been demolished. All that remains is the 
Annex which was known as the Servants Quarters. This 
has now been converted into flats. 

The late Miss Geogina Denys had not lived in Pol
lacton House for some years prior to her death, as she 
had built a smaller and more luxurious house adjacent 
to her old home. 

M.G.McHUGH 
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Ninety-eight • 
Ill 

This is the title of a book which is being sponsorec1 
by the Old Carlow Society and which will soon be pub
lished. One of the chapters, Myshall in '98 we reproduce 
here. 

MYSHALL IN '98 

This parish is full of '98 memories. On 25th October, 
1972, Mr. Peter Fox, Ballinrush told us: 

"Myshall at that time was governed by Major Corn
wall, a notorious character who could do what he liked. 
All the family are gone; there is no trace of his name or 
house. He was the military officer and the magistrate of 
the district. The Myshall United Irishmen did not take 
part in the Battle of Carlow as did the neighbouring 
districts, Bennekerry, Tinryland, Ballon, Rathoe, Kellis
town. The Myshall,,.rnen were commanded by Captain 
James Nolan and took part in the Battle of Borris and 
the taking of Bagenalstown. They did not succeed in 
either of these but Nolan got his men back safe. There 
were informers in the camp, however, and these gave 
their names to Cornwall. The Parish Priest, Fr. Bryan 
Kavanagh, knew what their fate would be, the pitch
cap or the hangman's rope. So he went to Cornwall to 
plead for them. Cornwall said they would have to 
go to him and deliver up their arms; then he would 
grant them their lives but on one other condition. Thev 
went to him and he told them they would have to enrol 
themselves in a labour corps and make a new road, ever 
since called the Croppy Road, and dig the pond. The old 
road runs from Myshall and ends at Art Kehoe's gate 
at Cronluss. Two great grand-uncles of Peter's were 
among these Croppies, as well as many Nolans and 
Kavanaghs. Peter never heard that they got any wages. 
There is a slab to Fr. Kavanagh as you go in the wom
en's aisle. He died in 1805 aged 56. There was only one 
priest in Myshall up to then. 

After Kilcumney or immediately before it, four Uni
ted Irishmen came by Newtown and Fenagh and cross
ed the Hurren between Garryhill and Shean. They made 
their way to where they saw a light. It was a house and 
they asked the woman there the road to Corbad Gap. 
She directed them, pointed to a tree up the hill and told 
them to go to that tree. It was a trap. They reached 
the tree and as soon as they got out on the road they 
were nabbed. They were Wexford men and they were 
making for Kilmyshall. When they came to Ballinrush 
Lane, one escaped. This was before the invention of the 
magazine rifle and there was only one charge. The other 
three were court-martialled and hanged from a tree out
side the wall of the old graveyard; there was no wall 
there then. The bodies were buried inside, and the 
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graves were not deep. When Muintir na Tire were re
pairing the grave-yard about nine years ago they pull
ed up a tree by the roots, and the three skeletons were 
uncovered. Fr. Burke was C.C. here then. They put the 
skeletons back again. 

An escapee from the Battle of Kilcumney came down 
the mountains. He had a Queen Anne gun, that is one 
having a long shot. The military were afraid to come too 
close to him for that reason. They came through Cool
asneachta, Shean and Clashganny. They were closing in 
on him and he was exhausted. He came to a field of wheat 
at the back of Lucas', lay down in a trench and hid him
self. The commander told off a man to search each 
trench. One man came upon him; he was a Protestant 
yeoman named Bradley who lived in Booldurra near 
Garryhill where Bernard Kelly lives now. "Don't stir, 
poor man", said the yeoman "I won't shoot you. But 
if X ... sees you, you'll be shot." All came with their re
ports to the commander that no man was found. "He's 
in that field, I'm sure of it said X .... ". "Do you doubt 
my word?" asked Bradley. "If you do, count your 
paces". That is prepare for a duel. But X ..... would 
not face the gun. X . . . . . was a Catholic and lived in 
Rosslee; his house is a ruin". 

In Carlow in '98 William Farrell refers to the deaths 
of three Murphy brothers (pp. 156-7). 

On 25th October, 1972, Mr. Peter Fox, Ballinrush, told 
us that these three Murphy brothers lived at Knock
bower above the Fighting Cocks where Mr. James 
Nolan lives now. The authorities came and arrested two 
of them, court-martialled them and executed them in 
Carlow. They are buried in the Croppy Grave. The other 
brother who was very ill, died and was buried in Kellis
town. The authorities also took the poor old father who 
was over 70 to extort information from him. They strip
ped him and flogged hi~. but he held firm. Cornwall 
was one of the supervisors. They put the father into a cell 
and his bed was nettles. They told him that if he did 
not give information in the morning, he'd be strung up. 
Still he held out. Sir Richard Butler, Garryhundon, was 
a neighbour to Murphy at home and was friendly dis
posed towards him. He drove into Carlow early in the 
morning and demanded Murphy's release. Butler brought 
him home to Knockbower to his wife. Peter Fox's grand
father, Peter Fox of Shean, who was only 10 or 12 years 
old, was sent by his parents to Knockbower to see how 
the father was. Peter was a relative. He walked of 
course. The old man took off his shirt and showed Peter 
his back, all scarred and cut from the scourging. 

This Murphy episode belongs properly to the Tinry
land section. 
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Carlow • the 1830's Ill 

MY INFORMATION is taken mostly from Lewis's "topo
graphical Dictionary of Ireland", and will, I hope en
courage more people to consult those very fascinating 
volumes, which give a picture of Ireland, shortly before 
the Famine. I understand the "Dictionary" can be seen 
in the town branch of Carlow Co. Library. 

To start with the population-figures for the county 
are given for 1821 (78,952) and 1831 (81,988). When 
we compare this with the 1966 figure (33,600) we 
have straight away some small notion of the change 
in population trend over the last 150 years, since we 
are down to less than half the 1831 figure. The popu
lation of Carlow town in 1831 was remarkably close 
to the 1966 figure (9,600 and 9,760 respectively) but it 
had suffered in the meantime a decline. The 1901 fig
ure was 6,500. Again, these figures taken together give 
us a rapid picture of the overall decline in population 
plus the drift from rural to urban areas. 

It is interesting here to compare the registers of elec
tors. In 1835 the county constituency had 1,435 regis
tered voters which means that only 1 in 57 of popula
tion had a vote. One can see that the temptation to ex
ercise pressure on an elector must have been consider
able, and if different interests exerted different pres
sures (as, indeed, other records show they sometimes 
did) the elector must often have been in a very unenviable 
state .The 1966 register of Dail electors for the county 
was 19,400-a prepcortion of 1 voter to 1.7 population. 
Universal adult suffrage had, of course, been established 
by slow stages in the meantime. 

From such a source as Lewis's Dictionary, one cannot 
form a very detailed picture of how people lived, but 
the broad outline is there. One gets the idea of a very 
stratified society-gentlemen, farmers and peasantry being 
very clearly distinguished. The county is described as 
being an almost exclusively agricultural district. The gen
eral description of agricultural practice indicates great 
progress "under the festering care and spirited example 
of the resident gentry". (Apparently we still had our 
share of absentee landlords). The variety of crops grown 
was considerable. Wheat was grown in all parts of the 
county, barley only on what was considered the best 
soil, where it was of good quality and therefore in great 
demand, so that large quantities were sent to Eng
land. Oats and potatoes were, of course, grown every
where in the county, and Carlow potatoes were "much 
esteemed". Turnips were grown by the gentry and large 
farmers and several landlords tried to encourage their 
small farmer tenants to grow turnips and mango! wurzel, 
but without, apparently much success. The inducement, 
that land on which these crops were grown, was rent
free, seems considerable. But for a man farming at near 
subsistence level, the inducement probably just did not 
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cover the risks of any kind of experimenting. Clover seed 
was sometimes sown on the larger farms and the sowing 
of grass seeds on exhausted land was beccming pretty 
general, rather than leaving it to recover by a natured 
process, as in earlier times. Flax, hemp, rape and ret
ches were occasionally sown. (The retches were probably 
lentils). This is of interest in the light of recent work 
on re-introducing some of these crops. The pastures 
are mentioned as being very good, and the cattle as grow
ing bigger than in either Tipperary or Limerick. Butter 
was generally of a very good quality and, again, was 
"much esteemed" in the English and other markets. 
Cheese was made only for domestic consumption. The 
favourite milch cow was a cross between the Durham 
breed and the old country cow. Horticulture is also given 
honourable mention, nearly every farmhouse having had 
its vegetable and flower garden. 

The iron plough and light harrow were by then in 
general use by the farmers, the gentlemen apparen
tly having preceded them in the field-figuratively if not 
actually. The carts used by the wealthy farmers had nar
row wheels but the old clumsier type of low-backed cart 
was still very common. · 

The county was well wooded, but apparently there 
was as yet no success with conifers. The only ones men
tioned are the spruce and silver fir, which were tried 
out for some years, but were then rooted out because of 
their unhealthy appearance. The trees most commonly 
seen were the sycamore, chestnut, lime, birch and weep
ing Elm. The Whitethorn is mentioned as growing in 
these parts to a very good size. 

Special mention is made of the stone fences which 
were common in the county. A very exact description of 
them is given. The fence "is formed out of the blocks 
of white granite which lie scattered over a great part 
of the county or are procured from the quarries; these 
blocks being cloven with great regularity, the larger 
slabs are fixed upright in the ground, and the lighter 
and longer pieces ranged transversely along the top, in 
the manner of posts and rails, forming a unique and 
very durable fence". These fences are, of course, still 
to be seen, but could hardly now be said to be com
mon. 

The "Topographical Dictionary" was published in 
1837, just a decade before the worst year of the Fam
ine. A quick check through it makes quite clear which 
areas would be worst hit by the disaster, and that Car
low, with its good land, on the whole well-farmed, 
should be amongst those counties which would escape 
relatively lightly during the Famine itself. However, no 
part of the country could escape the psychological ef
fects of the Famine, and the emigration patterns then 
set up. 
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BALLICKMOYLER 
BALLICKMOYLER is the only village in the barony of 
Slievemargy, and forms part of the ancient parish of 
Cill Abbain. Ballickmoyler is written on Petty's Down 
Survey Map as Bealach Maighe (the Highway of the 
Plain). The village was burned by the Insurgents in 1798, 
and in consequence its market was destroyed. In 1881, 
it contained 48 houses, with a population of 294. In the 
same year, Sir Charles (Butcher) Coote published a 
Statistical Survey of Laois (then Queen's County) in 
which he had this to say about Ballickmoyler: " The 
country is very populous, especially around the collieries. 
Ballickmoyler village is the only one in the barony, half 
of which has been in ruins since the rebellion, but is now 
repairing. The houses in the village are tolerably good, 
and comfortable, but not from this to the collieries. The 
coalmines are the principal ones in the country, and there 
have also been worked ironmines, which long since have 
been discontinued. !kick clay is had in very good and 
great quantities. Marl is also found in great quantities, 
its calcerous qualities very rich. I have seen no industry 
here though the peasants weave a very coarse cloth or 
frieze, though very warm. The bridges and roads in the 
vicinity are the worst in the county, or, for that matter, 
in the country." 

Coote mentions Cooper or Cooper Hill, Col. Rochford 
of Cloghrennan, and Charles Ward of Hollymount, 
Doonane Colliery was owned by the Harpole family of 
Shrule at that time. Coulane and Ardnateggle pits were 
the property of Harman Fitzmaurice, and the estate of 
Tolerton was owned by one J. Stapleton. "The colliers," 
says Coote, " are able to earn from three to five shillings 

KELLISTOWN 
KEEPING in mind Mr. Tommy Clarke's commendable 
action regarding some historic places around County 
Carlow, I found a few notes in reference to Kellistown, 
or Kellystown, a parish in the barony of Forth, in the 
province of Leinster, situate about 4} miles S.E. of Carlow 
town. It comprises some elevated grounds, which com
mand extensive prospects. The church is small and plain 
built. For the erection of which the Board of First Fruits 
granted a gift of £600 and a loan of £100 in 1910. In 
the R.C. Division, the parish forms part of the union of 
Gilbertstown. One of the ancient round towers stood here 
until 1907, when it was pulled down to make room for 
the belfry of the church. The remains of the old church 
denote a very early date. In the burial ground are some 
tombstones of the Cummins family, who were formerly 
proprietors of this place. 

Gilbertstown, or Bendenstown, a parish in the barony 
of Forth, in County Carlow, situate 3 miles S.W. from 
Tullow, on the road to Leighlinbridge. Building stone is 
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per day, but must provide tools, and candles from that 
sum," and bemoans " That the miners would be wealthy 
only for their propensity for drinking whiskey, which 
consumes all their profits." Coote was not impressed by 
the women of Ballickmoyler when he says: "The greater 
number of the women are very idle, and not one-fourth 
of their time profitably employed. The men are very 
industrious and earn much money which they are prone 
to spend on whiskey. They all talk the English and Irish 
languages fluently, but amongst themselves converse in 
the latter tongue only." 

Robert Harpole, an English Papist, forfeited 7,175 acres 
in Shrule, Clonebeckane, Ballinagall, Gurteen, Farnane, 
Doonane, Garrendenny, Ballahide, Rossmore, etc., in 1674. 
He is given as the owner of one-quarter of his former 
estate, the remainder being in the hands of adventurers 
and soldiers. Thomas Ravenden, an Irish Papist, held 
1496 acres in Gurteen, Tyrneran, Ballickmoyler, Tolerton, 
etc. About half of this estate remained in his hands in 
1674. The remainder being divided among soldiers and 
adventurers. Thomas Davills, an Irish Papist, owned 
extensive estates in Laois and in Slievemargy. He is given 
as the owner of 1658 acres in Killeshin, Clonmore, Curagh 
and Harristown. His name appears in the Oemond MSS. 
as having received 1,000 acres in Connaught. For this 
gift he most probably proved " of constant, good 
affection." His Killeshin property was divided among three 
Cromwellian soldiers, Charles Chaney, Nathaniel Huet 
and John Merrick. The other portion passed into the 
hands of adventurers, such as Sir Charles Lloyd and 
George Almery. 

W. L. O'Kelly 

found here, and there is some bog. In the R.C. Division, 
it is the head of the Union, or district, also called Ballon, 
and Rathoe, comprising the parishes of Gilbertstown, 
Ballon, Kellistown, Templepeter, Aghade, and parts of 
Fenagh and Urglin, in which union are two chapels, 
situate at Ballon and Rathoe. 

If my memory serves me rightly, the church built by 
the Board of First Fruits was dismantled in 1942 by Mr. 
Patrick Purcell and his men. Mr. Purcell still retains the 
old font in his yard at Carlow, and amongst his many 
antiques he keeps a beautiful Welsh style bookcase made 
from the oak beams obtained from the belfry of Kellis
town church and made by the late John Peevers of 
Staplestown, who also was caretaker of Kellistown church 
up to the time of it being dismantled. 

Subsequent to the cessation of Ballybar Races, a Point 
to Point Race was held in Kellistown, until the land was 
divided. This latter meeting may be easily remembered 
by many of our not so old readers. 



DR. JOHN BRENNAN AND THE 
MILESIAN MAGAZINE 

THE FOLLOWING is an extract taken from Vol. III, "The 
United Irishmen, and Their Times," by Dr. Richard R. 
Madden, (page 121, Vol. III), "Dr. John Brennan and the 
Milesian Magazine." 

Having referred to Dr. Brennan and his accusations 
against Cox, with regard to Lord Edward Fitzgerald and 
Thomas Russell, it would be an act of justice to Cox's 
memory, whose fidelity he impugns, to conceal the cir
cumstances which render his own statements rather 
doubtful. Brennan had been an early contributor to Cox's 
magazine. He quarrelled with him, and set up a rival 
periodical. Brennan, like his competitor, was nominally 
a Catholic; he struck out a new line in satire, and censori
ousness - a warfare of ridicule on the Roman Catholic 
leaders of the day, and of ludicrous scurrility against 
the members of his own profession. It was the interest 
and manifestly the object of Brennan to bring, Cox into 
disrepute, and to establish his own claims on the gratitude 
of the administration, without incurring the suspicion of 
his own party. 

It would be folly, indeed, to refer to such matters if 
circumstances of far higher public interest were not con
nected with them. Literature of merit in other countries 
derives rewards and honours from government. 

Some doggerel verses, smartly written, turning the most 
prominent of the Catholic leaders into ridicule, beginning 
with the words "Barney, Barney, buck or doe," recom
mends the writer, Dr. Brennan, to the especial favour of 
the Duke of Richmond's government. This poor man, of 
whom it is not only charitable but true to say his wits 
were partially disordered, on his death-bed, in his wander
ings often repeated incoherent rhymes (for ruJifig. passion 
strong in death, prevailed with him), and one couplet, 
not unfrequently, was repeated which there is good reason 
to believe denoted a foregone conclusion: 

Barney, Barney, buck or doe, 
Has kept me out of Channel Row. 

Many pensions, no better earned, have kept men of little 
worth out of Channel Row poor-house. 

Dr. Brennan's "Milesian Magazine," or Irish Monthly 
Gleaner, is the most perfect specimen that exists, in 
eccentric ephemeral literature, of a periodical professing 
to be a monthly one, setting at defiance all obligations 
in respect of punctuality as well as propriety and decorum. 

Intervals of six, twelve, and eighteen months-nay, 
even years-occasionally occurred between the appearance 
of consecutive numbers of this meteoric magazine. The 
first number appeared in 1812, the last-No. 16-in July 
1825. There can be no doubt the mission of "The Milesian 
Magazine" was a governmental one. The objects to be 
affected were to bring Cox and his "Irish Magazine" into 
disrepute, and the Catholic leaders and the Committee 
into ridicule. 

The first article in the first number is an attack on 
Cox and his assassination journal, "The Union Star," the 
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second is illustrated by an emblematic engraving, repre
senting Cox in the act of killing his wife. 

The poetry in the first number consists of an elaborate 
lampoon, above referred to, on the principal Catholic 
leaders, Lords Fingal, Gormanstown, Southwell, French, 
Killeen, Kenmare, Netterville, Major Bryan, John Keogh. 
William Murphy, Sylvester Costigan, John Lawless, Owen 
O'Connor, William Finn, Dr. Drumgoole, and Barney Coile, 
with the absurd refrain: 

Barney, Barney, buck or doe, 
Who will with the petition go? 

The labours of Dr. Brennan were duly requitted by the 
representative of the British Government in Ireland. 

More fortunate than a modern lampooner similarly 
employed, Brennan was awarded a pension of £200 a 
year-the evidence of which fact, in the handwriting of 
Dr. Brennan, is in my possession. 

Brennan died in July 1830, in Britain Street, Dublin, 
aged about sixty-two years. He left two children, a son 
and a daughter, the latter a lady of a very amiable 
character, respectably married in Kilkenny. He was born 
at Ballahide, Carlow; his father was a gentleman of 
ancient family, and once of considerable fortune. He 
died intestate, leaving six small children, the eldest of 
whom was John, the subject of this notice. After his 
father's death he went to law with his family. and carried 
on a protracted suit against his mother, which brought 
ruin on the property. His son however contrived from 
the wreck of it the sum of between five and six thousand 
pounds, which he carried with him to England, and having 
squandered away whatever he possessed, eventually died 
there. Dr. Brennan was a man of classical attainments, 
of a high order, and very considerable talents, which 
were sadly misused by him; he devoted his fine talents 
to sarcasm and scurrility, the little use he made of his 
abilities in his profession was still sufficient to make his 
name known to medical men, not only in England, but 
over the continent, as the person who first brought into 
practice the use of turpentine in peurperal disorders. 

The property of Dr. Brennan's father in Carlow alone 
and its immediate vicinity, called the CASTLE HILL, at 
the time of his decease, was worth £200 a year. This and 
other landed property, Dr. Brennan states, he and his 
family were swindled out of professionally by his attor
neys. The injury he suffered at the hands of these legal 
gentlemen may account for the incessant warfare he 
waged on their profession. Brennan's free translations 
of remarkable passages in classical works, of celebrity. 
are deserving of notice: "Neme repente fuit turpissimus," 
It takes seven years and some hard swearing to make an 
attorney. 

"De mortuis nihil nisi benum,"-when scoundrels die, 
all knaves bemoan them. " Irrivitum qui servat idom facit 
accidente"-cure a man against his will; the cure will vex 
him worse than killing. 
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Secretary's Report 
FOR THE YEAR 1971-'72 

DURING THE past year the Old Carlow Society has con
tinued to make steady progress. The membership con
tinues to increase and it is gratifying to note that our 
new members are not confined to the Urban Area but 
come from various parts of the county. It is also pleas
ing to note that the activities of the Society are mat
ters of great interest to the general public. 

THE MUSEUM: 

For many years we have looked forward to the day 
when Carlow would have a Museum. We had hoped to 
secure the Old Assembly Rooms in Dublin Street left by 
George Bernard · -Sha~ to Carlow but when vacated by 
the Vocational Education Committee these premises were 
required for the Engineering Department of the Co. 
Council. Now, however, we have, through the kindness 
of Very Rev. T. F. Brophy, Adm., and the Carlow Parish 
Council, secured two spacious rooms (with the possibil
ity of a third) in the Old Academy in College Street. 
These premises are eminently suitable for a Museum as 
they are situated in the centre of the town adjacent 
to the Cathedral and St. Patrick's College. We have al
ready acquired quite a number of exhibits and we are 
confident that now that we have secured premises 
many people will let us have either on loan or otherwise 
items suitable for the Museum. 

WINTER SESSION-PAPERS 

On 21st October, 1971, Mr. P. Hunt, B.A., H.D.E., 
gave the first talk of the Winter Session when he dealt 
with the ancient monuments of Co. Carlow from a rather 
unusual angle. He gave an account of the various set
tlers who came to Ireland and their way of life, and 
the stone memorials they left behind. He traced the sim
ilarity between these monuments and those in various 
parts of the world. In his talk he incorporated some 
of the historical data which secured for his students of 
the Brigidine Convent, Tullow, First Prize-A Visit to North 
Wales-in a National Competition in June 1971. The 
artistic and comprehensive project produced by the girls 
for that competition was on display and was much ad
mired. 

JUBILEE DINNER: 

On 2nd December '71 we had our Silver Jubilee Din
ner in the Oakland Hotel. Among the 71 present were 
some of the founder members of the Society, who ex
pressed themselves very pleased at the strong position 
in which the O.C.S. is today. 

After the dinner Fr. Sean Swayne gave a most interest
ing discourse, illustrated with coloured slides on his 
recent visit to the land of his birth-Australia. The func
tion concluded with an enjoyable dance, the music 
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being supplied by the very popular local group- The 
Hennessys. The consensus of opinion was that the Jub
ilee Dinner was in every respect the best for many 
years. 

WEXFORD TO 'COMER: 
On 20th January, 1972 our Editor, Mr. E. Brophy 

read a most fascinating account of the ill-fated journey 
of the United Irishmen from North Wexford through 
Ballymurphy and Goresbridge to Castlecomer. This 
account was compiled by the late Bro. Luke of Muine
beag in the early 1920's from descendants of many of 
thcGe who witnessed the insurgents passing through. The 
paper was given by Bro. Luke to the late Mr. Edward 
O'Toole (another famous historian) whose daughter made 
it available to the O.C.S. Many felt that this paper 
should be published in booklet form. 

JOHN WALKER : 
On 25th February, 1972, Mr. T. P. Lyng, of Castle

comer gave a talk on the celebrated inventor, engineer, 
architect and public representative, John Walker of 
Castlecomer. We were astonished to ,hear of the many
sided interests and achievements of that famous son of 
Castlecomer. Mr. Lyng had obviously gone to infinite 
trouble to collect newspaper cuttings, letters, docu
ments and anecdotes dealing with this extraordinary man 
who was such a great figure at the turn of the century. 

FENIANS & CLERGY: 
On 27th March we had the final and most electrifying 

talk of the season when we were thrilled to listen to 
An t-A~air O Fiach, Vice-President of Maynooth Col
lege: dealing in his own inimitable style with the con
troversial subject "The Fenians and The Clergy". This 
subject could, in other hands, be very dry and uninter
esting but with An t-Athair Fiach the audience was made 
to sit up and take an active part in all the various in
trigues and controversies in the second half of the last 
century. As our Chairman said in thanking the lecturer
"we had kept the good wine till last." 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 
The A.G.M. was held on 26th April, 1972. 
Chairman, Alec Burns, said it had been a most success

ful year for the Society, the membership steadily in
creased, the summer outings were well supported and 
there were capacity audiences at the Winter Lectures. 

Hon. Secretary, S. O'Leary, gave details of the year's 
activities. 

Treasurer, Mr. T. Smyth, said the financial position 
was sound, thanks mainly to a grant from the Shaw 
Fund. As a result it would not be necessary to increase 
the subscription as was suggested at the last A.G.M. 



Editor, Mr. E. Brophy, said the cost of producing 
"Carloviana" continued to increase and many members 
wondered should the journal be issued every two years 
or dropped altogether. He also said he found difficulty 
in getting contributors. It was decided that "Carlov
iana" be published annually and a small advisory Com
mittee was appointed to help the Editor in securing con
tributions and pushing sales. 

Some members suggested that the name of the Soc
iety be changed, as the present name gave the impress
ion that membership was confined to the older genera
tion. The matter was left over for further consideration. 

The Officers and Committee elected are on another 
page. 

OUTINGS 
ATHLONE and CLONMACNOISE: 

The Annual Outing took place on Sunday, 11th June, 
to Athlone and district. On arrival at Athlone Castle we 
were met by Mr. William English, Hon. Secretary, Mr. Al
fie Faulkner and Mr. O'Brien of the Old Athlcne Society. 
Mr. English gave a graphic description of the vicissitudes 
of that storied keep which occupied a strategic posit
ion between east and west and north and south. Part of 
it is still used as living quarters for the Army and an
other portion is a Museum. 

Mr. English pointed out the site of the famous Cos
tume Bridge and the hill from which the Williamite guns 
pulverised the castle during the famous siege. 

We then proceeded to Clonmacnoise. There Mr. 
O'Brien conducted the party around the vast collection 
of monastic ruins-the Round Towers, the ornate High 
Cresses, the Cathedral, the Nuns' Chapel and the var
ious smaller churches. Mr. O'Brien said that Clonmac
noise had on several occasions suffered from pillage, 
fire, floods, plague, storms and lightning. 

Next he visited the beautiful Cathedral of Clonfert 
and we were specially interested in the Nuns' Walk in 
cruciform shape and lined with ancient yew trees. 

After tea, Mr. English took the party to various pla
ces of interest in the town including the birth-places of 
T. P. O'Connor and John McCormack. 

PORT ARLINGTON: 
On 16th July the O.C.S. visited the Portarlington dis

trict. At Lea Castle, Mr. Alec Burns gave a short account 
of the building and of Cahir na gCoppal-one of the 
O'Dempsey Clan. 

In Portarlington, the Rector, Rev. Mr. Nicholson, gave 
a talk on the French Church and the Huguenots who 
had settled in that district when expelled from France 
-and had played such an important part in the industrial 
and social life of Cul an tSudaire-the Corner of the Tan
ner. He showed the party church silver, and registers 
-dating back to the early days of the Huguenots and some 
of their marvellous hand-work. 

After tea in the East End Hotel, the party visited 
Moore Abbey, the former seat of Lord Drogheda and one
time home of Count John McCormack, where Rev. Mot
her Carmel described the work of the sisters who show 
untiring interest in their patients. 

In Mc;-iasterevan, Rev. B. Cleary, home on holidays 
from The Philippines, gave a most interesting talk on 
his native town. 

WATERFORD: 
On 13th August the O.C.S. visited Waterford. There 

Mr. ,Frank Heylin met the party and took them to the 
famous Reginald's Tower, where he gave a graphic de
scription of the foundations of the city and the struggles 
between the Irish, Danes and Normans. He showed 
them all the exhibits in the Tower Museum, and point
ed out the position of the City Walls and Fortifications. 
The visitors were taken then to the Municipal Build
ings where they were particularly impressed with the 
wonderful display of magnificent Waterford Glass. 

Mr. Heylin then took the party to the French Church, 
the Cathedral Close and Christ Church and gave the his
tory of each. 

After tea, the party went to Cheekpoint to view the 
estuary formed by the waters of the Barrow, Nore and 
Suir and to hear how that district figured in past his
tory. 

KILDARE: 
The last outing was on Sunday, 1st October, 1972, 

when sixty members were conducted on a tour of Kildare 
and District by An t-Athair Peadar MacSuibhne. First stop 
was at Nurney where Fr. Swayne gave a brief account of 
the Church, then on to Grey Abbey, the Franciscan Mon
astery founded in 1260. We then went to St. Brigid's 
Cathedral where Very Rev. Dean Buchanan and Fr. 
Swayne gave the chequered history of that beautiful 
building which had been burned down, pillaged and re
stored on thirteen occasions. The visitors were specially 
interested in the magnificent stained-glass windows, the 
font in which St. Laurence O'Tccle was baptised, the 
beautiful carved tombs and the elaborately ,wrought oak
en throne. In the Cathedral grounds we saw the 108' 
high Round Tower, the Ancient Sanctuary Cress, St. 
Brigid's Fire House and the Site of St. Brigid's Oak 
Tree. 

Prcceediwr through the town Fr. Swayne pointed cut 
the magnificent spire and Church of the Carmelites, the 
new Presentation Schools and the recently renovated 
Market House. Crossing the Curragh we saw Gibbet Rath 
where 350 men were massacred in 1798, the Curragh 
Military Camp and Race Course. 

Party then visited Tully, where a guide took them 
through the various stages of life depicted with trees, 
flowers, hills, valleys, streams and waterfalls in the fab
ulous Japanese Gardens. 

Leavin'"( the gardens we saw St. Brigid's Well and 
visited Kildare Parish Church recently modernised, 
where An t-Athair Peadar had been Parish Priest for al
most twenty years. 

SOCIAL: 
It has been decided not to have the usual dinner this 

year but to have a Social in January, 1973, at which 
the famous ballad-singer, Miss Nellie Walsh of Wexford 
will give a talk and a recital of national songs. 

THANKS: 
In conclusion I should like to thank the "Nationalist 

& Leinster Times" for the great publicity they have 
given throughout the year to the various activities of the 
Society. 

25th October, 1972. 
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Officers and Members of the Old Carlow Society 1972-'73 

PATRON 
His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Patrick 
Lennon, Bishop of Kildare and Leigh
lin. 

LIFE VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Very Rev. P. MacSuibhne, M.A., 
St. Patrick's College, Carlow. 

Mrs. M. O'Neill, Wilton Gardens, Cork. 
Mr. Liam D. Bergin, 

Editor, "N. & L. Times", Carlow 

CHAIRMAN 
Mr. Alec Burns 

VICE-CHAIRMEN 
Miss M. T. Kelly, Mrs. B. FitzMaurice, 

Miss Iona MacLeod 

SECRETARY 
Mr. Sean O'Leary 

TREASURER 
Mr. Thomas Smyth 

EDITOR 
Mr. Edward Brophy 

ASSISTANT-EDITOR 
Mr. Pat Hunt 

COMMITTEE 
Mrs. W. J. Fenlon, Mrs. T. Smyth, Mrs. 
B. Crombie, Mrs. M. Pender, Sr. M. 
Brigid, Miss M. O'Neill, Messrs. F. 
Hutton, E. Corcoran, M. Dooley, K. 

Kennedy, S. Murphy, B. Nolan. 

DELEGATES TO ARTS COUNCIL 
Miss M. T. Kelly, Mr. John Moriarty. 

DELEGATES TO THE HISTORICAL 
ADVISORY COMMITEE OF 

CARLOW CO. COUNCIL 
Mr. E. Brophy, Mr. P. Hunt. 

MEMBERS 
Agar. J. R. & Mrs., 13 Larkfield, Rath

napish, Carlow. 

Bagnal, J. S. Leaside, Hertingfordbury, 
Herts., England. 

Bolton, Liam, Keelogue, Killeshin, 
Carlow. 

Brigid, Sr. M. Presentation Convent, 
Carlow. 

Broderick, Sean, Pollerton Big, Car
low. 

Brophy, Edward, Rathnapish, Carlow. 
Brophy, Rev. P. J., St. Patrick's Col

lege, Carlow. 
Browne, John, N.T., B.A., H.Dip., Bal

linacarrig, Carlow. 
Burke, Joseph, Springfield Drive, Car

low. 
Burke, Thomas, Springfield Drive, 

Carlow. 
Burns, Alec, College Street, Carlow. 
Byrne, W. E., 34, Hillview Drive, Car

low. 

Canavan, Mrs. M., St. Joseph's Road, 
Carlow. 

Cannon-Mulvey, Mrs. K., 8278, Cald
well Avenue, Long Island, New 
York. 

Carberv. D. & Mrs., Green Road, Car
low. 

Chmelar. Edward, Rathnapish, Car-
low. 

Claxton, Pat, Milford, Carlow 
Cogan, Pat, Killeshin Road, Carlow. 
Collins, Mrs. C., Newbridge, Co. Kil-

dare. 
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Collins, Sean, 80, Elm Park Drive, 
Rathnapish, Carlow. 

Columba, Sr. M., Clocar na Trocaire, 
Ceatharloch. 

Conboy, F. J., 403, Buffalo Street, 
Ithaca, N.Y. 

Connolly, Mrs. P., Granby Villas, Car
low. 

Connolly, Robin, 180, Pollerton Road, 
Carlow. 

Connolly, Mrs. T. Ballyfoyle, Magen
ey, Co. Kildare. 

Corcoran, E. & Mrs., J.K.L. Avenue, 
Carlow. 

Conroy, Miss M., Castle Street, Car
low. 

Corless, M;ss Catherine, Dublin Street, 
Carlow. 
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Cullen, Miss Mary, Tullow Road, Car
low. 

C2ane, Miss M., St. Killian's Cres
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Dillon, Miss P., St. Killian's Crescent, 
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Carlow. 
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low. 

Dooley, Miss M., Athv Road, Carlow. 
Dooley, Michael, 20, St. Killian's Cres

cent, Carlow. 
Dooley, Miss Margaret, 14, St. Kil

lian's Crescent, Carlow. 
Dooley, Padraig, 14, St. Killian's Cres

cent, Carlow. 
Dowling, John. "Maryville", Burrin 

Street, Carlow. 
Doyle, Mrs. C., Sycamore Road, Rath

napish, Carlow. 
Doyle, Miss D.. Pembroke. Carlow. 
Doyle, .Tames & Mrs., Ballickmoy

ler Road, Carlow. 
Doyle, Misses M. & D., "Innisfree", 
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Carlow. 
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Fennell. Mrs. Eileen. "Alma Villa", 
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Carlow. 

Fennell, Rev. T., P.P., Leura, New 
South Wales 2781, Australia. 

FitzGerald, Mrs. Des., Shinrone, 
Offaly. 

FitzMaurice, Maj. A. J. W., "Laurel 
Lodge," Carlow. 

FitzMaurice, Mrs. B., "St. Martin's", 
Hanover, Carlow. 

FitzRoy, Miss A., Montgomery 
Street, Carlow. 

Fleming, Tim, 119 E, Main Street, 
Smithtown, Long Island. 

Foley, Jas. ., Gorton, Manchester, 
England. 

Foley, Joseph, Sycamore Road, Rath
napish, Carlow. 

Giddy, E. & Mrs., Athy Road. Carlow. 
Governey, Francis, "Barrowville", Car

low. 
Greco!, John L., Cleveland, Ohio, 

44101, U.S.A. 

Hadden, W. V. & Mrs., Four Winds, 
Tullow Road, Carlow. 

Hade, Miss P., Castle Street, Carlow. 
Hanlon, Mrs. J., College Street, Car

low. 
Harvey, Mrs. P., Mill Park House, Kil

bride, Co. Carlow. 
Haughney, Eamonn, Pollerton Road, 

Carlow. 
Hawkes, Miss S., "The Nook',' Pem

broke. Carlow. 
Hayden, Patrick, Astoria, New York. 
Healy, Pat, Sycamore Road, Rathna

pish, Carlow. 
Healy, R., College Street, Carlow. 
Hodges, C. G., 9 · Rose Court, Selby 

Road. Mowbray Park, Cape, S.A. 
Hosev, Gerard, Staplestown Road, 

Carlow. 
Hosey, Joe, Governey Square, Car

low. 
Hughes, Mrs. Jos., Kildrenagh, Bag

enalstown, Co. Carlow. 
Hughes, James & Mrs., Kildrenagh, 

Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow. 
Hunt, Patrick, B.A., H.D.E., Tullow

beg, Tullow, Co. Carlow. 
Hutton, Frank & Mrs., Staplestown 

Road, Carlow. 
Hyland, Mrs. Sadie, "Genazzano", Kil

leshin Road, Carlow. 

Jackson, Mrs. E., Barrack Street, Car
low. 

Jones. Mrs. A., Montgomery Street, 
Carlow. 

Kealy, Brendan, B.A., H.D.E., Mary
boro' Street, Graiguecullen, Car
low. 

Kelly. Miss M. T., The Stream, Cas
tledermot Road, Carlow. 

Kelly. Michael & Mrs., Burrin Street, 
Carlow. 

Kelly, Mrs., Rutland, Carlow. 
Kelly, Tons., Farringdale, Long Island, 

N.Y. 
Kennedy, Kevin & Mrs., Centaur 

Street, Carlow. 

Lennon, Seamus, Sharon A venue, Car
low. 

Lillis. Maj. Gen. Jas., Blackrock, Dub
lin. 

Lillis. T. J. & Mrs., Lumclone House, 
Fenagh, Co. Carlow. 

Loftus. Mrs. G., Gurteen, Carlow. 
Lombard, Mrs. F., Montgomery Street, 

Carlow. 



McCr,ney, George & Mrs., Pacelli Ave 
nue, Graiguecullen, Carlow. 

McDonnell, R. D. & Mrs., "Barnagree", 
Tullow Road, Carlow. 

McGreal, Miss A., Athy Road, Carlow. 
McKenna, Fay & Mrs., "Maryville", 

Granby Row, Carlow. 
MacLeod, Miss Iona, Pembroke, Car

low. 
McNamara, Rev. F., The Presbytery, 

Carlow. 
MacShamhrain, Padraig, 52, Redesdale 

Road, Blackrock, Dublin. 
MacSuibhne, Rev. Sean, St. Patrick's 

College, Carlow. 
Mannion, Frank & Mrs., 30, Mona

curragh, Carlow. 
Moloney, Mrs. C., Strawhall, Carlow. 
Moloney, Michael, N.T., Rathvilly, Co. 

Carlow. 
Moore, Mrs. E., Browneshill, Carlow. 
Moore, W. & Mrs., "St. Anne's", Athy 

Road, Carlow. 
Moriarty, John, N.T., M.C.C., Tynock, 

Kiltegan, Co. Wicklow. 
Murphy, Miss A., Barrack Street, Car

low. 
Murphy, Seamus & Mrs., Pollerton 

Little, Carlow. 
Murray, Aidan & Mrs., 25, Dublin 

Street, Carlow. 
Murray, Ciaran, 25 Dublin Street, Car

low. 

Nicholl, V. & Mrs., Duckett's Grove, 
Carlow. 

Nolan. B. & Mrs., Burrin Street, Car
low. 

Nolan, Miss C., Burrin Street, Car
low. 

Nolan, Mrs. Mary, Barrack Street, 
Carlow. 

O'Broin, Sean, B.Agr.Sc., 4 Leopards
town Drive, Stillorgan, Dublin. 

O'Farrell. Sean, St. lta's, Blackrock, 
Co. Dublin. 

O'Hanlon, Mrs. A., 74, Green Road, 
Carlow. 

O'Hare, P. J. & Mrs., Rathellin, Leigh
linbrid~e, Co. Carlow. 

O'Keeffe, B. & Mrs., St. Killian's Cres
cent, Carlow. 

O'Keeffe, Miss Mary, St. Killian's Cres 
cent, Carlow. 

O'Laoire, An t-Athair Sean, S.O., Tig 
na Sagart, Ceatharloch. 

O'Leary, Sean & Mrs., Montgomery 
Street, Carlow. 

O'Leary, Maria, Montgomery Street, 
Carlow. 

Oliver, Miss B., Dublin Street, Carlow. 
Oliver, Sr. M., Presentation Convent, 

Carlow. 
Oliver, James & Mrs., "Carraig Rua", 

Kilkenny Road, Carlow. 
O'Neill, James, Castle Street, Carlow. 
O'Neill, Misses Leonie & Lucy, Bar

rack Street, Carlow. 
O'Neill, Miss Mary, 167, Colclough 

Avenue, Graiguecullen, Carlow. 
O'Reilly, Mrs. B., "Fruithill", Carlow. 
O'Neill, T. & Mrs., Granby Terrace, 

Carlow. 
O'Neill, Miss Mary, Granby Terrace, 

Carlow. 
O'Neill, Thomas, "Gayville", Carlow. 
Osborne, W. S., Bank of Ireland, Car

low. 
O'Shea, Miss Aine, Tullow Street, Car

low. 
O'Shea, Sean, Tullow Street, Carlow. 
O'Shea, Mrs. M., St. Patrick's Ave

nue, Carlow. 
O'Sullivan, Olan, N.T., Oak Park, Car

l.ow 

~ackiSeresford, Commander D. J., 
·" Fenagh House, Co. Carlow. 

Patricia, Sr. M., Presentation Convent, 
Carlow. 

Pender, Mrs. Helen, Russelstown, Pal
atine, Carlow. 

Pender, Mrs. M., Rainstown, Palatine, 
Carlow. 

Peter, Sr. M., Brigidine Convent, Tul
low. Co. Carlow. 

Peters, Mrs. S., 41. Hyde Valley, Wel-
wyn Garden City, Herts., England. 

Pierce, Denis, Vancouver. 
Presentation Convent, Carlow. 
Proctor, T. & Mrs., Ballickmoon, Oak 

Park, Carlow. 
Purcell, Pat. Quinagh, Carlow. 
Purcell, Michael, Jnr., Kennedy Street, 

Carlow. 

Ratusky, Mrs. J., Montgomery Street, 
Carlow. 

Reynolds, Miss K., 7 Governey Park, 
Graiguecullen, Carlow. 

Robinson, Miss Phillipa, Frederick 
Avenue, Carlow. 

Saywell, J. E. H., 41 Wilton Crescent, 
London, S.W.l. 

Shaw, Misses Nan & Kathleen, 130, 
J.K.L. Avenue, Carlow. 

Sheehan, Miss E., 2 Salisbury Gardens, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 

Sheehan, Miss K., N.T., Burrin Street, 
Carlow. 

Sheehan, R., Morristown, N.J., U.S.A. 
Slater, Val., Rathnapish, Carlow. 
Smyth, Miss Mary, 2 Leinster Cres-

cent, Carlow. 
Smyth, Michael, Newtown, Nurney, 

Co. Carlow. 
Smyth, T. & Mrs., 2 Leinster Cres

cent, Carlow. 
Stafford, Eamon & Mrs., Mary

boro' Street, Graiguecullen, Car
low. 

Sunderland, Miss Patricia, Centaur 
Street, Carlow. 

Treacy, Miss Eileen, College Street, 
Carlow. 

Waldron, Austin & Mrs., Frederick 
Avenue, Carlow. 

Wall, Miss B., Barrack Street, Car
low. 

Walsh, Miss Claire, N.T., St. Killian's 
Crescent, Carlow. 

Walsh, Mrs. P., Hanover, Carlow. 
Walshe, Philip, Unesco, Kampala, 

Uganda. 
White, Miss Mary, Tullow Street, Car

low. 
Woods, James & Mrs., St. Killian's 

Crescent, Carlow. 
Woods, Miss Kitty, Rainstown, Pala

tine, Carlow. 
Woods, J. J. & Mrs., "Brigadoon',' 31 
Monacurragh, Carlow. 

For your information: Subscription to Old Carlow Society, 50p per annum, 
payable to Hon. Treasurer, Mr. T. Smyth, Leinster Crescent, Carlow. 
Society's Journal " Carloviana ", published annually, 25p per copy. 

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 
The Editor would be interested to hear from anyone who has old photographs 
of Carlow and District, no matter how faded or uninteresting these may appear 
to be. Such photographs sometimes print surprisingly well and may be invaluable 
when used as illustrations for some article we are considering for the Journal. 

The Editor wishes to express his gratitude to the printing staff of" The Nationalist 
and Leinster Times ", for the courteous co-operation given by them at all times. 
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One of Co. Carlow's 150 castles (Clogrennane) 1829 

OLD CARLOW SOCIETY 

FRIENDS OF 

THE MUSEUM PROJECT 

Toi S. O'Leary, Hon. Sec., Montgomery Street, 
Carlow. 

Being an enthusiastic admirer of the Society's ef

fort to establish a Museum in Carlow and which 

is now being realised. I hereby donate the sum 

of £---- towards the cost. 

Name ........................................................ . 

Address 

or 

I wish to donate the following Article(s) for ex

hibition in the Museum. 

Name ........................................................ . 

Address 



Nationalist & Leinster Times Ltd. 

42 Tullow Street, Carlow 

COLOUR AND ART PRINTERS 

The most modern printing machinery in the Provinces 

St. Leo's Secondary School 

Convent of Mercy 
Carlow 

Day School and Boarding School 

For particulars apply to the Principal 



CARLOW BAKERY 
COMPANY LTD. 

SEE OUR BEAUTIFUL DISPLAY OF 

CHRISTMAS CAKES 
Makers of Prize-winning Bread and Confectionery 

WEDDING CAKES A SPECIALITY 

DELIVERY DAILY 

ENJOY CHRISTMAS 
THIS YEAR 

IN OUR LUXURY 
LOUNGE BA.R 

When Shopping Relax in 

OUR SNACK BAR 

Cigarettes, Chocolates, 
Ices, Minerals, Etc. 

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A HAPPY 

CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

Tullow Street, Carlow 
Phone 41643 and 4124, 



CARLOW MOTORS LTD. 

MAIN FIAT DEALERS 

Tullow Road, Carlow 
Phone (0503) 41955 

R. HEALY & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

COLLEGE STREET, CARLOW 

Phone 41868 and 41286 

DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE. Personal Attention 



Graiguecullen Corn & Coal Co. Ltd. 
Carlow 

Dealers in 

WHEAT OATS BARLEY MANURES 

BEST QUALITY COALS 

Enquiries Invited Telephone 41639 

First-class Proficiency Diploma, Academy of 
Gent's Hairdressing, London, 1932. 

ALL CUITING INSTRUMENTS USED IN OUR 

SALOON ARE EFFECTIVELY STERILIZED 

BY SHORT WA VE ULTRA VIOLET 

RADIATION 

BURNS 
COLLEGE STREET 

CARLOW 

Gent's Hair Stylist -

- Wide range of Toilet Goods 

Prize-winner Mallon Cup Hairdressing Com
petition, Dublin, 1952. 

Telegrams : Corn Co., Carlow 

E. Haughney 

& Son 
Tel: 41367 

Best House Coal, 
Anthracite, Machine 
Turf & Briquettes 
Always in Stock 

8 to 9 Tons Lorry Loads of 
Machine Turf & Briquettes 

at cheap rates 

-
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Darrers Stores 

Better Value 

Drapery and Grocery 

EAMONN 
FITZPATRICK 

High Class 
Victualler 

STAPLESTOWN RD. 

CARLOW 
Phone 41029 

Telephone 41632 

THOMAS HEARNS 
VICTUALLER 

* 
CHOICE BEEF, MUTTON and LAMB, 

PICKLED BEEF and OX TONGUES 

SAUSAGES and PUDDINGS 

POUL TRY, RABBIT AND EGG MERCHANT 

* 

TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 



Insist on 

Kellistown Fresh Eggs 
fresh daily from our farm 

Meaty, succulent chickens and fresh Eggs are sent out 

daily from BRENDAN BROPHY'S farm at Kellistown, Co. 

Carlow. 

Trade Enquiries: 

SEAN O'HARA, SMITHFIELD, DUBLIN 

F. GROGAN, PEMBROKE, CARLOW 

Phone 774531 

Phone 41612 

NOLAN'S 
CHEMISTS 

FOR ALL HIGH-CLASS 
PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS 

* 
Manufacturers of the highest grade medicines. 
All the leading Brands of Ethical Pro
prietaries stocked. Local Agent for Helena 
Rubenstein's Famous Cosmetics. 

FILMS DEVELOPED AND PRINTED 

QUICK SERVICE BEST RESULTS 

E. J. Nolan 
M.P.S.I., Prop., 

1, DUBLIN ST., & 1, CASTLE ST., 

CARLOW Phone: 41680 

Hughes Brothers 
35 RIVERSIDE & COLLEGE ST. 

Carlow 
WORKS COLLEGE ST 

Memorials erected in 

Marble, Limestone 

and Granite 
ALL WORK CARRIED OUT UNDER 

PERSONAL SUPERVISION 

Designs & Quotations on Request 

PHONE 41437 

' 
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STATHAM (Carlow) LTD. 
MAIN FORD & FORDSO,N DEALERS 

CARLOW 
COUR MOTTO) 

100 per cent. SERVICE. 100 per cent. SATISFACTION 

Telephone 41665 (2 lines) 

SUTTONS 
SUPERMARKET 

CASTLE ST., CARLOW 

GROCERY PROVISIONS 
HARDWARE 

AT THE TOP FOR QUALITY 

AT THE BOTTOM FOR PRICE 

TOP 
HOP 
AVE 

AT 
UTTONS 

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN THE URBAN AREA 
Phone 41653 

Ring 41123 and have all your 

Dairy Produce delivered daily 

LEIX 
I 

Pasteurised Baking 

Milk 

DAIRY Milk, 

and Fresh 

Cream Farm Eggs 

and Butter 

CASTLE ST. 

CARLOW 

WE SERVE THE BEST WITH 

THE BEST 



DONALD NOLAN 
Building Contractor- Reconstruction Work 

72 TULLOW ST. Phone 41246 

For Best Drinks & Personal Attention come to 

NOLAN'S 
72 TULLOW ST. 

Phone 41346 

BRAM LEV'S 
62 & 63 DUBLIN STREET 

CARLOW 
Agent for ROLEX Watches 

* 
The Fashionable Gift-

WATERFORD GLASS and 

BELLEEK CHINA 

"Doctors, Statesmen, Sportsmen 
and Editors SMOKE : 

G.B.D., Dr. PLUMB & K.P. PIPES 

and no wonder! they are manufactured from 
1st grade material and give 100 per cent. 

satisfaction" 

* 
'The Thinking Man Smokes a Pipe' 

* 
For all Smokers' Requisites 

YOUR PORT OF CALL IS 

CIGAR DIVAN 
50 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW 

Estd. 80 years Phone 41189 

,.. 



BUILDERS 
CARLOW 

TELEPHONE 41208 

Gil . 

-. 

ATHY 
TELEPHONE 21317 

CONTRACTORS 



An Old Carlow Industry 

CARLO ORANGE CARLO LEMON 

LEMONADE MINERAL LEMON 
FLAVOURED 

SODA 

~~; GINGER w A TE RS STONE BEER 

GRAPE FRUIT TONIC WATER 

CIDERETTE COLA 

MANUFACTURED BY 
CASTLE ORANGE ORANGE CRUSH 

CORCORAN & CO. 
LIMITED 

Established 1827 Phone 41849 

CARLOW 


