


A.A. Central Heating throughout R.I.A.C. 

YOUR Wfl)l)f Nc; 
YOUR DfNNER-DANC!E 

YOUR PARTY 
YOUR ClLIE FLINC!TtON 

We cater for all, to your complete satisfaction 

Write or phone the Manager-41621, 41156 or 41605 

A. E. COLEMAN 
Motor and Cycle Dealers 

19 DUBLIN STREET 

CARLOW 

Dealer for 

RALEIGH CYCLES 

REPAIRS A SPECIALITY 

ACCUMULATORS CHARGED 

Oils, Greases & Spares in Stock 

1st Class Proficiency Diploma 
Academy of Gents Hairdressing 

London 1932 

WE STYLE YOUR HAIR AS 

YOU WISH IT 

BURNS 
COLLEGE STREET 

CARLOW 
GENTS HAIR STYLIST 

HAIR PIECES SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
( Moderate charges) 

WIDE RANGE OF TOILET SUPPLIES 

2nd Prize Mallon Cup Competition. 
Dublin 1952. 



The wheels of our industry began to tum way back in 

and since then we've grown into one of Ireland's 
largest and most diversified engineering firms 

Thomas 
Thompson 
otcarlow 



Nationalist & Leinster Times Ltd. 

42 Tullow Street, Carlow 

COLOUR AND ART PRINTERS 

The most modern printing machinery in the Provinces 

St. Leo's Secondary School 

Convent of Mercy, 
Carlow 

Day School and Boarding School 

For particulars apply to the Principal 



Darrers Stores 

Better Value 

Drapery and Grocery 

EAMONN 
FITZPATRICK 

High Class 
Victualler 

STAPLESTOWN RD. 

CARLOW 
Phone 41029 

Telephone 41632 

THOMAS HEARNS 
VICTUALLER 

* 
CHOICE BEEF, MUTION and LAMB, 

PICKLED BEEF and OX TONGUES 

SAUSAGES and PUDDINGS I 
POULTRY, RABBIT AND EGG MERCHANT I 

* 

TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 



CARLOW MOTORS LTD. 

MAIN FIAT DEALERS 

Tullow Road, Carlow 
Phone (0503) 41955 

R. HEALY & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

COLLEGE STREET, CARLOW 

Phone 41868 and 41286 

DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE. Personal Attention 



Steel Products Ltd. 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

Comet Stainless Steel Razor Blades 

and 

Bohemian Single-Edge Blades 

FOR A REALLY BIG SELECTION 
OF HOUSEHOLD AND NURSERY 
FURNITURE VISIT OUR LARGE 

STORE 

There you can walk around and 
see the many designs of Modern 
Furniture. It's always a pleasure 
to help those either furnishing for 
the first time, or refurnishing. 

PLEASE ASK FOR ESTIMATES OF 
CARPETS & VENETIAN BLINDS 

P. & M. DARCY 
Drapers, House Furnishers 

33/35 Tullow Street 

FOR ALL GROCERIES, FRESH FRUIT, 

POTATOES, VEGETABLES 

IN SEASON 

AT KEENEST PRICES 

consult 

Gerald Hosey 
Retail Stores and Wholesale 

Fruit Merchant 

Staplestown Road 

Carlow 

PHONE 41562 



DONALD NOLAN 
Building Contractor -Reconstruction Work 

72 TULLOW ST. Phone 41246 

For Best Drinks & Personal Attention come to 

NOLAN'S 
72 TULLOW ST. 

Phone 41346 

BRAM LEV'S 
62 & 63 DUBLIN STREET 

CARLOW 
Agent for ROLEX Watches 

* 
The Fashionable Gift-

WATERFORD GLASS and 

BELLEEK CHINA 

I 
"Doctors, Statesmen, Sportsmen j 

and Editors SMOKE : . 
I 

G.B.D., Dr. PLUMB & K.P. PIPES I 
I 

and no wonder! they are manufactured from I 
1st grade material and give 100 per cent. 

satisfaction" 

* 
'The Thinking Man Smokes a Pipe' 

* 
For all Smokers' Requisites 

YOUR PORT OF CALL IS 

CIGAR DIVAN 
50 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW 

Estd. 80 years Phone 41189 





Co. Carlow Football Club, 1873-1973 
Only a handful of Rugby Clubs in Ireland have the distinction of being 

called Football Clubs. The earliest clubs formed to play Rugby football 
adopted this title, and its use is a mark of their longevity .. 

The Co. Carlow Club began its Centenary Celebrations in September. 
Teams of International standard have honoured the event by playing at 
the Oak Park Grounds. 

Until the end of April '74, the Club will be host to teams from the Senior 
Clubs in Dublin: three teams have come from the North already to honour 
the Centenary. 

Our congratulations go to the President ( P. J. Ryan), his officers, and 
the club members, who are the inheritors of a great tradition of sports
manship, and are maintaining it with distinction. 

MURRAY'S 
25, DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW 

BRADBURYS 
High-Cla~s Confectioner 

and Fancy Baker 

* 
Wedding and Christening Cakes 

a Speciality 

Tullow Street 
Carlow 

Carlow's Oldest Established 
Bakery 

DUNNY'S 
SECOND PLACE IN 1969 BAKER 

OF THE YEAR COMPETITION 

Try our Priz&-winning Bread 

High-Class Confectionery 

Christmas and Wedding Cakes 
a Speciality 

Purest Ingredients only used 

PERSONAL SERVICE 

Phone: 41151 
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CARLOW COURTHOUSE AND RAILINGS 
In 1828 it was claimed that 'the County of Carlow is 

the only one in Ireland or at most with the exception of 
one or two more, that has not within a few years built a 
new Courthouse or repaired the old one on the new and 
improved Plan.' Such shortcomings, however, were soon 
to be set right, for in the same year a contract was drawn 
up according to which Messrs. Arthur Williams and Gilbert 
Cockburne were to build a new courthouse to the designs 
of the architect, William Vitruvius Morrison. It is unclear 
exactly when the building was finished, though the Board 
of Works noted in 1832 that the building was not more 
than half completed. William Morrison was still in charge 
of the evolving design : his were the plans of alterations 
approved in 1832, and his was the model of the building 
proudly exhibited in the same year at the Royal Hibernian 
Academy. 

The above details are worth rehearsing for a number of 
reasons. Firstly, the courthouse is one of the finest nine
teenth century buildings in the country; it is of definite, 
if unrecognised, significance as a monument of European 
Neo-Classicism. Secondly, the building and its history have 
had a bad press, from the Shell Guide-which attributes 
it to the wrong architect-to Carloviana itself which has 
reported wrongly that it was begun in 1882, and again that 
it is modelled on the Parthenon in Athens (it is not; the 
Parthenon is Doric, the courthouse is Ionic-following the 
Temple on the Ilissus in Athens). 

These two facts-the building's extraordinary quality and 
its misfortunes at the hands of historians-are of the 

greatest relevance to the proposed alterations of its 
immediate surroundings. For a building of such importance 
must not be tampered with incautiously, and alterations 
must not be conducted in ignorance of what is being 
altered. 

And the proposed alteration to the railings around the 
building is of course more than tampering. They contribute 
substantially to the architectural impact of the building. 
An attack on them is an attack on the building itself : such 
an attack must not be tolerated. William Morrison's two 
finest classical buildings are the courthouses of Tralee and 
Carlow. Carlow is the finer of the two, and in very much 
better condition, within and without. In these two buildings 
Morrison, following the suggestions of Robert Smirke's 
Gloucester Shire Hall, revolutionised the planning of Irish 
courthouses, buildings whose importance has for long 
been recognised. The influence of his Tralee and Carlow 
buildings was felt in the courthouses of Nenagh, Cork and 
Tullamore. With Tralee now seriously neglected, Carlow's 
importance is much enhanced. The town has a responsi
bility to retain intact the greatest county courthouse in 
the country, a responsibility that is greater than can be 
clear to those who suggest a despoliation of some of the 
finest classical ironwork in Ireland, and ultimately of the 
building to whose impact this ironwork is integral. 

(I am grateful to Miss Iona MacLeod for her help in 
the preparation of the above). 

EDWARD McPARLAND 
Art Historian, T.C.D. 
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St. Fintan of Clonenagh 
Talk by Seamus Millar on 10th June, 1971 

ST. FINTAN was the son of Gabhren of the race 
of Eochaidh Finnfuathairt, a brother of Ccnn of the Hun
dred Battles. Eochaidh came to help the Leinster King to 
expel the Munstermen from Laois and Ossory and for 
his services he was given the Seven Forthartha in Leins
ter where he and his descendants settled. The Barony of 
Forth in Wexford was one of these districts and to this 
day retains the name. 

There is a tradition that St. Fintan was born near 
Clonenagh at Clonreher, but this cannot be reconciled 
with the express statement of his Leinster origin because 
at that time Leinster did not extend West of the Bar
row and did not include Laois or Ossory. 

St. Fintan's mother was Findath and it is said that she 
was warned by an angel to retire to a secret place until 
her son would be born who would be holy to the 

Lord. When eight days old he was baptised by a holy 
man who dwelt at Cluain Mac Trein, so it is probable 
that Fintan was born at this place, which is in the Bar
ony of Gorey, about the year 525 A.D. 

Fintan's youth was spent in study under the care of 
the holy man who baptised him. It is probable that 
they went to live not far from the famous school of St. 
Finnian, at Clonard, Co. Meath, which was founded in 
520 A.D., which was the Alma Mater of such great 
saints as St. Ciaran, founder of Clonmacnoise, St. Bren
dan The Navigator, founder of Clonfert, and the great St. 
Columba or Colmcille, founder of Derry, Durrow, Kells 
and Iona. It is told that Colmcille was passing near the 
abode of the youthful Fintan and his master stopped and 
invited his companions to visit the mastlfr and his pupil 
and Colmcille foretold that Clonen.1gn would belong to 

Picture by courtesy of Liam Og Millar and his father, Liam, of the Dolman Press 
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Fintan forever. Shortly afterwards Fintan was placed un
der the care of another saint who had studied at Clon
fert, another Columba, who later founded Terryglass. 
With him as fellow pupils were St. Caemhin of Anatrim 
and St. Mocumin who succeeded St. Columba as Abbot 
of Terryglass. These two were half-brothers of the great 
St. Kevin of Glendalough. 

St. Columba and his pupils came to Clonenagh where 
they remained for a year in prayer and study, seeking 
quiet and seclusion, and it was indeed a secluded spot, 
wooded hills in the midst of bogs sheltered by great 
oaks festooned with ivy, from which it gets its name, 
Cluain Eidhneach (The Ivied Retreat). Their hope of sec
lusion was vain for crowds of people came to consult 
the holy men so that Columba decided to seek some 
more retired place, so they set out for the Sliabh Bloom 
Hills for solitude. It is told that on the mountainside 
they met some shepherd boys, one of whom, named 
Setne, was dumb. Columba healed the dumb youth who 
then foretold to each the place of their Resurrection. 
Columba en looking back saw Clonenagh the place he 
had deserted filled with angels. He was anxious that 
some of them should return to the spot, Fintan volun
teered and thuf be.came the founder of the great Mon
astic Establishment of Clonenagh about the year 548 
A.D. at the age of 24. Numbers of disciples gathered 
round him for the fame of his sanctity was very great. 
He wrote a rule for his community, which unfortunately 
has been lost, we are told that it was very strict even 
by the strict monastic standards of the time. He would 
not allow even a cow to be kept for the use of the 
monks so that they had no milk or butter neither had 
they flesh meat or eggs or cheese. Their diet was corn, 
vegetables, herbs and water, they worked in the fields 
tilling the barren soil and in the woods cutting timber 
for the building of the monastery. It is told that the dis
cipline of the monastery was so severe and the food so 
wretched that St. Canice of Aghaboe and other saints of 
the neighbourhood came to Fintan and begged him to 
relax a little the extreme rigour of his rule. Fintan div
inely admonished, yielded to their suggestions remitting 
the rule for his monks but not for himself. 

In spite of the rigid rule the monastery was soon 
crowded with holy inmates from all parts of Ireland. 
One of the most distinguished pupils in Clonenagh was 
St. Comgall, founder of the great abbey and school of 
Bangor in the County Down which he did on the advice 
of St. Fintan. Thus Fintan was the inspiration for the 
great school of Bangor which exercised the widest in
fluence on the Continent for it produced great mission
aries who spread the gospel to Europe, St. Columbanus 
bein~ probably the most famous pupil who founded 
great monasteries in France and Italy. 

Although we have no direct evidence of the composi
tion of the monastery of Clonenagh we can draw rea
sonable conclusions as to its buildings, discipline and 
government and work from what evidence still exists, 
namely the rules and lives of founders of contemporary 
monastic foundations which still exist in manuscripts 
and from remnants of the ancient buildings themselves 
which can still be seen throughout Ireland. The monastery 
was probably surrounded by a rampart of earth or stone 
as protection against enemies or wild beasts and also as 
a limit beyond which the brethern did not go without 

perm1ss10n. The principal building of the monastery 
was the church and it is said there were no less than 
seven churches in Clonenagh, an indication of its size and 
importance, the fact that there are at least four grave
yards here proves that there were at least seven chur
ches. 

From the sixth to the twelfth century it was the seat 
of a Bishop. The Abbot Fintan's house was probably 
next to his oratory and the cells of the monks were dis
tributed over the sacred enclosure probably in the form of 
streets or squares. Existing cells in Ireland indicate that 
in form they were circular ten feet in diameter and pro
bably seven ft. in height, made of wood and clay or 
loose stones according to the material available in the 
locality. In them the monks slept on the naked earth or 
on a skin which was covered straw or rushes. There 
would have been a Refectory and Kitchen and Guest
house where visitors and penitents were lodged and en
tertained, there would also be a Storehouse for provis
ions and a Mill for grinding corn to give them their 
staple diet of bread. 

As I have said the Rule of St. Fintan has been lost 
but the Rules of other saints of the time have being 
endured including that of Fintan's pupil St. Comgall 
and from these rules we can get an idea of the rule of 
Clonenagh. 

The monastic family under the Abbot Fintan would 
have included priests, deacons, minor clerics and lay 
brothers giving unquestioning obedience to the Abbot. 
They possessed no worldly goods, everything was in 
common "Silence which is the practice of Justice" must 
at every task and in every place be carefully observed, 
thus the rule of Columbanus no doubt derived from Fin
tan, humility was specially inculcated, the br~thern pro
bably spoke to the abbot when necessary on their 
knees. Hospitality to strangers and penitants was a char
acteristic virtue, they acted as Doctors to heal the sick, 
rigid fasting was the rule, one meal in the day except 
for those labouring in the fields, the meal consisted of 
vegetables, porridge and bread. The daily work of the 
monastery as described by Columbanus; fasting and 
prayer, labour and study, prayer consisted of Mass which 
was celebrated early each day before the labour of the 
day commenced, divine office and private prayer and 
meditation. 

After their Novitiate each candidate was admitted to 
the Brotherhood taking the monastic vow before the ab
bot and receiving the Tonsure from ear to ear as a sign 
of total renunciation from the world and a dedication 
to the service of God. The study of the Sacred Scriptures 
was daily practised by the learned members also the 
study of Greek and Latin and the Lives of the Saints. 

Conferences were held on Spiritual and Theological 
questions under the presidency of the Abbot. Writing 
was a principal part of the literary life of the monas
teries, a special building, the Scriptorium being set 
apart for the purpose. The transcription of the Gospels 

, was executed with great care and beauty, the Books of 
- Kells and Durrow can still be examined to show the 

excellence of this work. There was a book of Clonenagh 
still in extances when Geoffrey Keating wrote his History 
but it is now unfortunately lost. Manual labour formed 
an essential part of the discipline the monastery being 
entirely self-sufficient and even the scribes and literary 
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and artistic workmen were required to indulge in man
ual labour because all members of the community were 
on terms of strict equality and no privileged classes 
were recognised amongst them. 

Church and monastery were simply furnished, probab
ly with a simple slab of stone for an altar, chalices and 
sacred vessels were of simple workmanship. St. Fintan 
has been called by many old writers the Father of Irish 
Monks, the Benedict of Ireland, and it is reasonable to 
say that the great Monastic Orders which still exist to 
this day were influenced by and adopted in the rules of 
their orders, the rules were first written and developed 
by Saint Fintan and his disciples. 

Clonenagh was known as the Gallic School from the 
number of foreigners who came there as students and 
disciples. 

Towards the end of his life Fintan chcse one of his 
monks, another Fintan, Fintan Maeldubh as his succes
sor. We are told that he called all the members of his 
community around him, he solemnly gave them his bless
ing, received the Sacrament and went to sleep in the 
Lord on 17th February, 591 A.D. Five years later in 597 
A.D. St. Columcille who years before had prophesied 
Fintan's greatness followed him to his eternal reward. 

St. Fintan MacldPbh, Second Abbot died on 20th Oc
tober, 625 A.D., and was succeeded by yet another Fin
tan, St. Fintan Munna, who died in 638 A.D. 

It is worth mentioning another great saint who was 
a student in Clonenagh during the prelacy of the Abbot 
Milaithgen in the 8th century namely Saint Anr,-us de 
Culdee. St. Angus was born near Clonenagh and became 
an accomplished scholar and model of virtue. He sought 
rnlitude and lived a life of great asceticism, by his ex
cellence he came to be called Ceile De or Servant of God. 
He retired to a cell in Dysartbeigh seeking solitude but 
here his solitude was interrupted so he set forth again 
and it is told that at a wayside church at Ccolbanagher 
he saw a vision of angels over a newly made grave. The 
local priest told him that the grave was that of a sol
dier who daily invoked the intercession of all God's 
saints whom he could call to mind. This inspired Angus 
to write later what is one of the oldest of all our Mar
tyrologies, the Feilire or Festology of the Saints. Angus's 
other works as well as the Feilire are The Martyrology 
of Tallaght, The Pedigree of the Irish Saints, Saltair na 
Rann, were the result of great scholarship and of his 
travels throughout the entire country visiting the local 
churches collecting the local traditions, they are one of 
the most important sources of our present knowledge 
of the early Irish Church and have been preserved in the 
Book of Leinster and the Leabhar Breach. 

Angus finally retired to Dysartbeigh where he died 
about 820 A.D. He is buried in Clonenagh. The Leabhar 
Breach contains his epitaph: 
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"Angus out of the Assembly of Heaven, 
Here are his tomb and his bed 
It is here he went to death 
On Friday to the Holy Heaven 
It is in Clonenagh he was reared 
It is in Clonenagh he was buried 
It is in Clonenagh of many crosses 
He first read his psalms." 

Soon after the death of Angus came evil times with 
the Danes who plundered and destroyed the monastery 
in 840 A.D. But the spirit of the Abbey was not finally 
destroyed at that time, there is a record of fifteen ab
bots having died there from 840 A.D. to 1071 A.D. 

According to Archbishop Healy, the great authority on 
Ireland's Ancient Schools and Scholars: Clonenagh grad
ually fell from importance and in the 12th century sank 
from being the seat of a bishop to the rank of a par
ochial church. 

In the fourteenth century, 1348, there is a record of 
the translation of the relics of St. Fintan and examina
tions of miracles with a view to formal canonization by 
Thomas St. Ledger, Bishop of Meath. 

Tradition has it that Clonenagh continued to the time 
of Henry VII as a place of worship. 

According to O'Donovan the present ruins in the 
Graveyard were reconstructed as a place of worship for 
our separated brethern, so the last Mass was celebn
ted here in the 15th century. 

To pass to more recent history, in this graveyard lie 
the remains of three priests who ministered in the par
ish from 1749 to 1788. They are Rev. Daniel Horohan, 
Rev. Denis Lalor, and Archdeacon Laurence Culleton. 

On the roadside was St. Fintan's Well which was pro
famect by being used to water animals and was transfer
n d miraculously to Cromogue in the present Parish of 
P,,th,en, near which there still exist the ruins of an Ab
bey ab) administered by the Abbot of Clonenagh. The 
present well in the tree still reminds us of the holy 
well and is still venerated along with the well in Crom
ogue. 

The present CLurch in Mountrath replaces a church 
erected by Dr. Delaney the founder of the Patrician Bro
thers and the Sisters of St. Brigid. At that time the 
three parishes of Mountrath, Iaheen and Ballyfin were 
known as St. Fintan's Parish and were administered by 
the Bishop with an Administrator and his Curates. The 
present Parishes were divided in 1820. 

Dr. Healy, writing about Clonenagh, ends his chapter 
with the words "At present it is only a green mound as
sociated with a historic name." This is so, but it is holy 
ground in which lie the remains not only of great saints 
like Fintan and Angus but of countless others of our 
people who in their own more humble ways served God 
521 to 1971 and while we to-day enjoy technological 
and will also be counted one day amongst the elect in 
the glory of Heaven. 

I have in these words spanned fourteen centuries from 
marvels undreamt of by these ancient peoples have we 
really made progress in the most important and funda
mental of all branches of knowledge? Can ,··e say that 
our understanding of the real purpose of our lives is 
greater than was that of the sixth century saint whose 
name will still be remembered centuries hence when 
the great names of to-day are forgotten. 

CARLOW MARKETS 1921 
First crop hay, 6s. per cwt.; 2nd crop hay, 4s. 6d. to 

5s. per cwt.; cow hay, 3s. 6d. to 4s. per cwt.; oaten 
straw, 3s. to 3s. 6d. per cwt.; turnips, ls. 3d. per cwt.; 
mangolds, Zs. to 2. 6d. per cwt.; Yellow Globe, Zs. 6d. 
per cwt.; butter, 2s. Sd. to Zs. 6d. per lb.; eggs, ls. 
4d. to ls. 6d. per dozen; potatoes, 24s. to 28s. 



The Embodiment of the 
Militia • 

Ill County Carlow 
TITHE UNREST was reported in the summer of 1793: 
'desperate bands greatest in the Queen's County immed
iately adjoining the town' of Carlow committed several 
outrages before being brought to a halt at Cooper-Hill, 
seat of the High Sheriff of that County. County meet
ings at Carlow make no mention of 'Applotters of ty
thes.'1 and at a general meeting of Queen's County con
vened by the High Sheriff of that county responsibility 
seems to have been fixed squarely on 'many people in 
these parts who have gone through the county, pro
moting sedition' and . . . 'misleading the lower classes 
by various apprehensions.' 

This is not implying that county Carlow was innocu
lated against all contagion from tithe war-fare. A letter 
from Carlow stated that the trouble was near the _town 
and that in fact three suspected persons had been l0d,£ied 
in the goal there. For a short time it must hac11t ,;,p
peared as though a minor uprising was unrkl ,,uy. 
Houses had been raided for fire-arms and a mob had 
threatened to attack the town unless the three suspec
ted persons lodged in the goal there were released on 
bail. Their terms were met with and. ,they in turn fulfill
ed their part of the bargain by surrendering the stolen 
arms.2 The fact that the local authorities-presumably the 
Sheriff and magistrates-were forced to yield before an 
unruly mob was a comment on the need for the Militia 
then being embodied. How much this outburst was a 
protest against superimposed structures whether of tithe 
or militia it is hard to say. Earlier, mid May riots had 
been reported among the colliery and quarry workers in 
protest against the Militia, then being embodied in Car
low .3 The ostensible objection was to recruiting by ballot 
rather than through volunteering. These rioters were 
from the same area as the tithe 'applotters' and they 
may merely have added the old grievance of tithe to 
bolster their opposition by violence, to the Militia em
bodiment. The Queen's County meeting implies that the 
ignorance and fears of these men were played on by 
others for their own ends. And violence was the only 
form of protest the colliers could understand. 

During ;,this outbreak of tithe trouble in Queen's 
County, Carlow was more particularly occupied with op
position to embodiment of the Militia rather than tithe 
problems. McNally cites the colliers riots in mid-May 
mentioned above as an example of what happened 
when the people did not understand the provisions of 
the Bill. Once these were clear he gives the impression 
that all anti-Militia activity in the county came to an 
end. And these riots could be considered as without the 
county, strictly speaking. There was trouble nearer 
home however. Henry Bruen had been appointed Colonel 
of the Militia for county Carlow. Sometime towards the 
end of May 'a most barbarous attempt' was made on 

his life.4 The gentlemen of the county who assembled to 
cope with this emergency were convinced 'that the Mil
itia Law had been misrepresented to the common peo
ple; and we heartily assure them that the Militia can
not be sent out of the Kingdom, or turned over to the 
standing army.' Such suspected misrepresentations dove
tail with the 'various apprehensions' which had disrup
ted the people in the neighbouring Queen's County. 
Bruen in reply to the Address sent to him by the 're
spectable inhabitants' attributed the upsurge to the same 
cause.5 A newspaper comment on the same date noted 
that the trouble in Carlow seemed now at an end and 
young men were actually volunteering for service in the 
Militia since its true implications were explained to 
them.6 The previous 'mistruct and alarm' were attribu
ted to the 'secret machinations or a gentleman or two 
who are accused of opposing the Militia system from 
motives of a private nature. Possible motives were the 
usurpation by the Militia system of the role of the 
volunteers or chagrin because, owing to the property 
qualifications they failed to obtain commissions. There 
is no clue as to the identity of the 'gentleman or two' 
in the county to whom such motives could be imput
ed but such reactions would be normal where hopes 
were frustrated or jealously generated. 

Whoever was responsible the unrest continued for 
some time. The pride of the loyal Roman Catholics of 
Myshall was wounded because of 'a most wicked and 
malicious report hath been lately spread abroad "that 
several of the inhabitants of this town did assemble 
near Tullow, with an intent to administer unlawful oaths 
to the inhabitants of the said town.'' ' Such an accu
sation tended to 'asperse our loyalty to our most grac
ious and much-beloved sovereign, and injure us in the 
eyes of the public.' This declaration was signed by the 
chairman John Nowlan and the parish priest Bryan Kav
anagh 'for self and congregation' and transmitted to 
their Justice of the Peace, Robert Cornwall of Myshall 
Lodge. Cornwall's reply was published immediately be
low it and was as reassuring as outraged innocence 
could require.7 And as McNally points out, quoting the 
Dublin Evening Post for 25 June 'recruits were offering 
themselves to the Colonel in such numbers that he 
could raise the unit without balloting,' though in fact 
balloting was proceeded with. A letter from Carlow 
gives an account of the balloting:8 

'The ballot for the Militia commenced at Carlow on 
Saturday last. Instead of any kind of opposition being 
given,. or the least · appearance of discontent, the 
different parishes then appointed to be drawn came 
forward, and cheerfully submitted to their lot; one 
parish particularly (Myshall) whose quota amounted 
to no more than fifteen men, assembled to the 
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number of 200, and preceded by Robert Cornwall, 
Esq. a magistrate for the said county, entered the 
Courthouse, when after supplying the number, to a 
man voluntarily offered their services as substitu
tes, in case any other part of the county should 
be desirous of being excused.' 

Despite this encomium which reads almost like a min
isterial wall-papering, cracks appeared here and there in 
the county. On 17 June Phil Kennedy remarked in a let
ter to Samuel Faulkner .on the continued unrest in the 
county.9 Sections of the common people were so agita
ted that they had gone to the lengths of taking arms' 
from most of the neighbouring gentlemen. They visited 
Mr. Roche and Mr. Alexander but I hope they will soon 
be quelled, the gentlemen is (sic) to interfere and cause 
them to give up their arms, if not the army will march 
out tomorrow and destroy them.' A week later he makes 
a somewhat similar report and adds: 'the army will be 
quartered in their very houses so that they cannot stir.' 
Exaggerated accounts of the disturbances had evidently 
reached Dublin for Kennedy continues ' .... but the re
port of many lives been (sic) lost is wrong in the af
fray between the soldiers and the mob their (sic) was 
not one killed.' In August 1797 Robert Cornwall report
ing on unlawful assembly he had broken up, recollec
ted that there had been a 'great deal of unrest among 
the lower classes in (the undicipherable)-between Carlow 
and Wexford when the insurrection against the Militia 
took place.10 Bowden had remarked on the decayed con-

FOOTNOTES 

1. Information as to tithe for County Carlow is singularly dif
ficult to come across and, when found, to assess. Whether 
this indicates in a negative way that tithe was not a major 
issue then it is not easy to decide. In the years of deflation 
which followed the end of the Napoleonic wars it was, of 
course, a burning issue. Some farming out of tithes was 
evidently common as appears from the following extract 
from Finn's Leinster Journal, 30 Nov. 1781 : 'To be let 
from 25th day of March next. The Rectorial tythes of old 
Leighlin for the term of 21 years. Proposals will be received 
by Rev. William Walter of Barrow Lodge, near Athy, on 
or before the 1st day of Dec. next, and the tenant declared 
on the 8th day of said month, on which day a Chapter will 
be held in the town of Carlow.' By order of the Chapter of 
St. Lazerian, Leighlin. Thomas Curly, Jun. Leighlin. 

2. Finn's Leinster Journal, 19 June 1793. 

3. Sir Henry McNally, The Irish Militia (Dublin) 1948,, p.40. 

4. Faulkner's Dublin Journal, 1 June 1793. 

5. Faulkner's Dublin Journal, 21 May 1793. 

6. Ibid. 21 May 1793: 'the invidious designs of the malcontents 
to render the Militia unpopular, are defeated by the judi
cious publication of an abstract of the Act of Parliament. 
Such has been the effect of that communicatioin, that in 
Carlow, where the people were for some time the dupes of 
their credulity, a total change of sentiment has taken place, 
and the volunteers are offering themselves in such numbers 
to Colonel Bruen that he could raise ten-fold the establish
ment of that County, without resorting to the obligations 
of the Act.' Dublin Gazette 2 May 1793 shows that Carlow 
was one of the first counties ordered to be embodied-' ... 
General meeting of the Governors and Deputy Governors 
will be held ... for the purpose of embodying the Militia 
of said county ... .' 
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ditions of 'towns' in this area and enlarged at some 
length on the dreary conditions of Clonegal, a border 
village.11 A readiness to revolt on any pretext may have 
been the expression of the poor to relatively miserable 
conditions. 

McNally states that in the case of Carlow there is 
no mention of Militia bounties but where things went 
well there was often some lubrication. Four guineas a 
man was the lubricating oil which eased the tension in 
county Carlow and enabled Bruen to set the Militia 
machinery in operation.12 The gentlemanly methods of 
keeping up the quota of men must have proved inade
quate after all, because the following year Hugh Faulk
ner wrote to his brother as follows: 'I sent to Carlow 
for lime on Friday and the boy was obliged to make his 
escape with the horses from the Militia as they were 
pressing all they could find.13 

As McNally remarks one could read too much into the 
anti-militia movement. Some kind of riot was the com
mon reaction to anything new especially coming from 
authority and similar instances are quoted by him for 
England and Scotland when a Militia Act was put into 
effect there.14 Its significance lies in the fact that ignor
ance, fear and prejudice were there to be exploited es
pecially in the more rural areas, by anyone who under
stood the mentality of such people well enough to win 
their confidence and work on their primitive reactions 
and channel it to his own cause. And a chronic weak 
spot such as that remarked on by Cornwall offered easy 
access, if not the best staying power. 

7. Faulkner's Dublin Journal, 11 June 1793. 

8. Walker's Hibernian Magazine 1793, paraphrased by Mc
Nally op.cit., p.41. 

9. Faulkner papers. 

10. 24 August 1797. Memorandum of interview with Cornwall 
on state of Ireland. Cooks the Undersecretary (Rebellion 
Papers, 620/34/8). 

11. Bowden, Charles Topham. A Tour Through Ireland (Dub
lin, 1 791 ), pp. 106-107. 

12. Phil Kennedy to Samuel Faulkner at Stephen's Green, 7 
July 1793 ... , ' ... the Colonel has his Militia almost 
completed as he is giving four guineas a man bounty.' 

13. Ibid. Hugh Faulkner to same. 4 May 1794 (Faulkner 
Papers). 

14. McNally, op.cit. p.37. 

Note: Oliver D. Cresswell, Irish Medals (Belfast, 1961). In 
this work Cresswell commenting on the county Carlow or 
23 Regiment of Militia states: 'This unit does not seem 
to have been on active service .. .' Ryan, in his Antiquities 
p.313, gives the circuit of the Regiment. It was stationed 
in Navan in 1798 'and from whence it proceeded to 
Nittstown, on the banks of the Boyne where an action 
took place with the rebels. The latter fled almost immedia
tely, although they were in great numbers. 



Old Time Cures and the Right Formula 
Margaret Hayden 

EVEN TO this day the faith healers use a certain pray
er, or incantation if you like when performing their 
cures. In olden times this idea was far more general and 
the belief in the power of the word was widespread. 
Every remedy whether it was herbs or some peculiar ac
tion was accompanied by a prayer and for many ail
ments the prayer itself was the cure. 

It was easy to understand this when we remember 
that doctors were scarce then. The local blacksmith, the 
priest, the widow and the seventh son were some of 
those reputed with the power of healing. Even if a doc
tor was available the general opinion was that the herb 
was no good unless the doctor knew the right verse to 
go with it. This belief in the power of charms was not 
only peculiar to Ireland but was evident all through the 
world and dated back to the beginning of humanity. 
They saw nothing wrong in relieving suffering and dis
tress but in their eyes using their powers with evil intent 
was completely wrong. Not everyone had the power of 
alleviating suffering. Apart from those already mentioned 
certain cures remained in the family for generations and 
even the power of word was useless when outsiders used 
it. Some of them however were completely in the hands 
of the sufferer. 

Many of the charms used were in prayer form and 
these were very popular but there were also well used 
ones which bore no relation to religion at all. .. Like the 
one for curing warts. If you came by accident on a stone 
which had a hollow containing water you should dip 
your finger into the water and rub it to the warts while 
saying this verse-

"Water in the stone 
Not to find you here I come 
But since I met you here to day 
I hope you'll take my warts away" 

Seems silly to most of us nowadays but the warts us
ually disappeared within a week. 
Some of the old words of power used worked by mag-

Ballymurphy 
Rocks 

ic it is true but if no prayer was involved the cures were 
though to be of the devil. What they called working 
snadhm na peiste over a sick calf seemed to be consider
ed somewhat evil. The self appointed vet. made a com
plicated knot in a piece of string over the back of 
the animal and pulled it free with a jerk while 
muttering some words. The symbolism was evident 
enough but the onlookers trying to catch the words de
clared there was nothing holy about the words used. 
The old timers seemed to have formula's for all 
kind of maladies. There was a prayer to stop bleeding 
one for breathing difficulty, one for gripe, nightmares, 
indeed for any form of distress or difficulty. 

For stopping bleeding the following verse was said, 
"A Child born in Bethlehem was baptised in the river 
Jordan. The water was so deep and muddy, the Child so 
good and kind. The Child said "Stand water stand! Go 
Blood go! In the Name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost amen". 

It is a far step from all this to the present day - and 
yet when you think of it not so far after all. The old 
timers were impressed by actions and ritual in getting 
a cure.They believed in the word of power. Many present 
day people are impressed by those curious scrawls which 
forms a pattern for a prescription from the doctor. Un
doubtely there are good bottles and not so good and 
perhaps a cure is achieved more by faith rather than the 
formula prescribed. Then we also have blood tests and 
sophisticated medical machinery of all kinds. Maybe sub
consciously these act for our well being. Whatever, way 
it is I firmly believe that psychologically we are not one 
bit different from our ancestors. They made use of all 
the means at their disposal to effect a cure. So do we, 
Think of how gullible we are of that mysterious ingred
ient in shaving cream or face cream or anything else 
which is advertised. So who are we to make fun of the 
peculiarities of our ancestors! 
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Bagenalstown to 
Palace East 

OF ALL the branch and minor railways that existed in 
Ireland, only the long-banished Balfour Lines of the 
West could have had greater appeal than the line that 
ran from Bagenalstown to Palace East. Like them, its 
distinctive charm lay in its pleasing air of remoteness, 
and in a certain atmospheric quality that owed some
thing to the historical background of the line and a 
great deal to the beauty and seclusion of the country
side it traversed. In the south-east of the Province of 
Leinster, it passed through a lovely but little-known re
gion between the Blackstairs Mountain range and the 
valley of the River Barrow. It was off the tourist routes, 
no major roads passed that way, and with the exception 
of Borris, there was not a town or village along its 
length. 

It began as the Bagenalstown & Wexford Rly., and 
was to have a branch to New Ross from Ballywilliam and 
another, farther along, to Enniscorthy; but it had got 
no further than Ballywilliam when disaster struck. The 
company became bankrupt, and the history of the rail
way and its eventual extension by other interests to 
Macmine Junction has been related in great detail by 
Mr. R. N. Clements in JOURNAL No. 9. 

After many vicissitudes the whole line from Bagenals
town to Macmine was bought by the Great Southern & 
Western, which then sold the portion south of Ballywil
liam to the Dublin, Wicklow & Wexford. But when the 
latter company made their New Ross Extension they 
started it from Palace East, and the 3 !-ml spur to Bal
lywilliam which was their property became a nuisance to 
work; so it was sold back to the GS&WR and the Bag
enalstown & Palace East branch at last achieved an ex
istence of its own. Its identity may have been submerg
ed in the GS&WR empire, but its essential character was 
not, and to the end in 1963 it retained its inherent at
tractiveness for those who were fortunate enough to 
know it. Its tranquil existence was interrupted in the 
troubled years; the line suffered damage, and was closed 
altogether for most of 1923. Closure was no novelty for 
this railway-it had happened more than once in ear
lier days and the first occasion was for almost seven 
years! When it re-opened the following year a few chan
ges had taken place on the transport scene. One of 
them was the arrival of the private haulier, who pro
ceeded to select the most profitable traffics; another was 
the private bus-operator. Between them they made havoc 
with railway revenues everywhere. The service on the 
branch was reduced to one mixed train daily in each dir
ection, and one out-and-back morning passenger train 
from Bagenalstown to Borris. The passenger train be
came a goods train only; it continued to run, with in-
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terruptions during the War years due to fuel shortages, 
until 194 7 when it was finally discontinued. 

Having no passenger train service for the last thirty 
years of its life, the line was unknown to the general 
public, and the stranger exploring the corner of Leinster 
might be astonished to find a railway where he never 
even suspected one to exist. If it were winter-time he 
might be lucky enough to see a beet special crossing 
the great viaduct at Borris, but for the rest of the year 
the line wore the forlorn aspect of any railway that is 
not carrying a regular traffic. It was the establishment 
of the sugar industry in 1926 that prolonged the rail
way's life for another 37 years by creating a heavy sea
sonal traffic in sugar-beet from the growing-areas of 
Co. Wexford. At first it had been intended to locate 
the factory in Bagenalstown and a site was actually sel
ected near the town, but after a lot of lobbying the fin
al decision was to build it in Carlow, a much larger 
town, and cansidered more suitable in other ways too. 
The success of this industry led to the building of fac
tories at Thurles, Mallow and Tuam. 

Large numbers of wagons were required for the new 
traffic, and it seems worth mention that an order for 
1,000 10-ton open trucks was tun;v~d out of Inchicore 
Works in fifteen weeks, production being twelve wag
ons per day and six on Saturdays. And that was before 
the days of experts! Some of these wagons were requir
ed for co21, and specials of coal used to run to the Car
low Sugar Factory from Rosslare Harbour via Palace 
East in. early days. But after the daily goods train had 
been taken off in 194 7 the line slumbered for most of 
the year; only the monthly Fair in Borris, and the odd 
Sunday excursion for a football match or sports meet
ing disturbed its repose. 

Then, in October each year the railway came to life. 
In the County of Wexford thousands of acres of sugar
beet awaited harvesting, and as the campaign drew near 
preparations were made to handle the traffic. The first 
sign was the arrival of an Inspector in Bagenalstown to 
engage local labour for general work, and to arrange 
lodgings for the loco staff. He was followed, a day or 
two later, by a loco foreman, who took over the re
opened shed and office, and the supplies of coal and 
stores whic'h had been sent from Inchicore. The arrival 
of engines, and crews completed the establishment. The 
first task was the distribution of wagons to the loading 
stations in the region supplying Carlow Factory; these 
were collected from the Factory sidings where they had 
been concentrated beforehand, and the first trains of the 
campaign ran over the line. Soon, the rails lost their dis
used appearance, and began to acquire a respectable 



shine. The campaign usually lasted from early-October 
to mid-January, and in that time about 20,000 tons of 
sugar-beet were carried over the branch. 

To travel over the line in the brake van of a beet 
special on a fine Autumn afternoon was a pure delight. 
As the train pulled out of Bagenalstown one felt as if 
setting off into a secret country, far away from the stri
dent, vulgar world. There was always that sense of ad
venture, and one's eager anticipation was never disap
pointed. To a railway enthusiast it was a much-treasur
ed privilege, and no opportunity was ever missed to sav
our the joys of a trip over this completely charming line. 
What a very fine railway it was, too, with no sharp 
curves, no gradient steeper than 1 : 100, and all its brid
ges made wide enough for double track! Indeed, had its 
promoters been satisfied with lower standards of con
struction, and had they made alterations to the route 
here and there, the great viaduct at Borris (which cost 
£20,000) and the immense cutting at Kilcoltrim might 
have been avoided, and they might quite possibly have 
won the race to Wexford. But we should then have been 
left with the kind of railway that Mr. Standish Motte 
subsequently laid on the ground the other side of Bally
william. 

There is plenty to interest us while we are waiting at 
Bagenalstown for the afternoon special to Palace East. 
The loco department occupies the bay behind the down 
platform, and we are standing only a few yards from 
No. 131 which early this morning brought in the 11 pm 
special from Wexford to Carlow Factory and whose next 
duty will be the 4 am empty train from Carlow to 
Wexford. Ex-GNR 0-6-0 No. 179 left a short while ago 
for Carlow and Kildare, and will cross our train in Mil
ford. The shed doors are wide open, and inside we can 
see No. 195, on which a fitter is at work. A coupe of 
ash-wagons and some wagons of loco coal stand on the 
farther road. The bc..:y of an old 30-ft. carriage houses 
the loco foreman's office, a store for spare parts, and 
the enginemen's mess-room. There is a large water-tank 
at the back of the bay, and a 45-ft. turntable at the Kil
kennv end of the loco yard. 

This is a slack time of the day, with very little ac
tivity, and as we note these arrangements we hear be
hind us the point-rods moving to s.b.ift the branch points 
and locking-bar, and the branch starting signal is pulled 
off. In a few minutes the train comes in around the 
curve, No. 132 blowing-off vigorously as it comes to 
a stand by the water-column at the end of the platform. 
Driver John Hurley and Fireman Charlie Koppenhoffer 
are in charge, Jim Dermody is the guard, and we have 
20 empty wagons and a 20-ton brake van. Paddy Cahill, 
the signalman, comes over with the staff for the 24-
mile section to Palace East-the longest block-section 
in Ireland-and stays for a chat while the tender
tank is filling. 

When station duties are completed, Jim giv~s the right
away, there is a short whistle, the couplings creak as 
the grain is stretched, and the van begins to·:.move. The 
branch curves away from the Kilkenny line, in a south
erly direction, and soon we are travelling along at a 
steady pace. The track is very clean, and well-maintain
ed considering how little the line is used; much of the 
ballast is gravel and sand, and they say that the 30-ft. 
flat-bottomed rails date from 1895 and were replace-

ments for the original rails. There is a limit of 25 mph 
on the branch, but the short rails create an illusion of 
speed, and the steam and smoke swirl over our heads as 
we run along through the rich farmlands of Co. Carlow, 
heading for the first stop, Goresbridge. A farmer plough
ing his field alongside the railway waves to us and a 
little further on a farm cart waits to cross the line when 
we have passed. Where the gradient changes we feel the 
chuck of the couplings as the train stretches out, and 
a few minutes later we roll to a stop on the 1 : 100 at 
Goresbridge Halt, 4! mis from Bagenalstown. 

Jim screws his brake on tight before getting down to 
hook-off the engine and, shunting-pole in hand, rides 
011 the footstep when the loco goes forward over the 
points. The key on the end of the staff unlocks the 
ground-frame, and the three laden wagons are taken out; 
the engine comes back gently with them, and Jim hooks 
them up to the train. In another minute we are away 
again, the guard making entries in his notebook and 
journal while balancing himself in the swaying van. As 
we breast the incline the prospect opens out, and we get 
fine views of Mount Leinster, 2,600 ft. high, and the 
Blackstairs range to the south-east. In the autumn sun
shine the greens, browns, and purples stand out vividly. 
The buffers clink as the wagons run together, and with 
a sudden hiss the boiler commences to blow off, sending 
a white plume of steam high into the sky. We roll down 
the incline to Borris, 8 mis. from Bagenalstown, and 
come to a stand at the low platform. 

On the loading-bank there is great activity as the 
farmers make frantic efforts to complete the loading of 
their wagons. and Jim gives a short briefing to 
John Hurley on what moves he wants to make. Borris 
was a block post until 195 7 and still boasts a low-set 
signal-box, but there are no signals any more, and the 
key on the staff unlocks the frame. The three laden 
wagons from Goresbridge are placed in the loop for col
lection on the way back, and the loco fetches out three 
laden wagons and replaces them with five empty. The 
laden ones are placed in the loop with those from Gor
esbridge, and the engine comes back to the train. John 
takes the long-necked oil-feeder and attends to the 
motion and coupling-rods, while Charlie gets coal for
ward on the tender and, as the boiler blows off again, 
puts on the injector, soon causing the safety
valve to shut down. 

Jim hooks up the wagons, and has a few minutes chat 
with Mrs. Lawlor the halt-keeper. When the enginemen 
are ready he gives the right-away, and steps onto the van 
as it passes. Down we go onto the great viaduct, and we 
look down on the road and the little Mountain River in 
the glen below. The gradient changes, and we get the 
chuck of the couplings as No. 132 forges on up into the 
tremendous cleft of the rock-cutting through Kilcoltrim 
Hill. Under the low bridge first, then under the high 
one; a man on a bicycle pauses to see us go by far be
low, and waves to us. In the cutting, the water in the 
channel at each side of the track is running fast down
hill, and 132's exhaust, imprisoned by the sheer walls 
of rock, hangs like a canopy over us. In a minute or so 
we emerge into open country and run on a low em
bankment. Over to the south-east the village of Bally
murphy comes into view on its hillside, and we notice 
that the landscape is becoming a little wilder; furze and 
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rocks, heather and bracken, are beginning to take the 
place of the richer farmlands. 

A long whistle announces our approach to Inch Cross
ing, 12! mis from Bagenalstown, the only country
road level crossing on the line; it boasts one signal 
only, a distant for up grains, but none at all for down. 
The crossing keeper waves to us as we go past, and re
opens his gates to release a car that had been held up. 
Here and there in the sparsely-populated countryside a 
woman at a cottage door or a man at work in the fields, 
pauses to watch the train go by and to wave to us; 
their waves are all returned and some specially favour
ed individuals are given a whistle salute as well. 

At a distance of 15 l mis from Bagenalstown we reach 
Ballyling Siding, and draw gently up to old Tom Car
roll's cottage, stopping clear of the siding points. His 
daughter Mollie comes out with a broom and drives 
the hens in off the line, and old Tom, now retired from 
the p.w. department, takes the little grandchild by the 
hand to a safe place to see the shunting. The points 
face towards Borris, and there is a fall into the siding, 
so 132 goes in first and takes out the two laden wagons, 
and the empties are allowed to roll in, after which the 
ladeµ ones are put back in the siding for collection later. 

The engine comes back to the train, the points are 
made normal, Jim hands the staff to the fireman and 
hooks up the loco, and we leave Ballyling. We run on 
a rather high embankment over the hamlet of Glynn; to 
our right Brandon Hill stands sentinel over Pollmounty 
Gap, and on the other side are the rocky slopes of the 
Blackstairs range, now close at hand. We cross the coun
try road by a stone bridge, and run parallel to it for a 
while before re-crossing it and turning eastwards through 
the Gap. In the dip before the station is a turkey-farm, 
and hundreds of white turkeys, which Jim says are for 
the American Army in Europe, are feeding; they make a 
bright splash against the wooden background, and there 
is a lot of fluttering as the train goes past. In another 
minute we stop in Ballywilliam, 201 mis from Bagenals
town, and reconnoitre the position. It is an awkward 

18 

place to shunt; the siding points face towards Borris, 
and as there is no fall into it wagons must be tow
roped in. There are eight laden wagons to get here, and 
eight empties to put in, and it is decided to leave the 
work until our return, especially as two of them are still 
being loaded. So after a very short stop we resume our 
journey, now well before time. 

Ballywilliam was as far as the B&WR got before be
coming bankrupt, and the last portion of line, to 
Palace East Junction, was made by Mr. Motte who, by 
contrast, made the railway as cheaply as he could. Its 
contour resembles a sheet of corrugated-iron in section, 
and if the train is long enough, progress over it is an ex
hilarating experience-something between the motion of 
a serpent and the helter-skelter of the fairground. Our 
train is rather short, but even so the ups and downs are 
clearly noticeable. After 2! mis of bucketting over Mr. 
Motte's Emett-style railway we emerge from a cutting 
alongside the New Ross line, and remark its superior per
manent way, which seems almost indecently extravagant 
beside our humble sand-ballast and short flat-bottomed 
rails. 132's wuffling exhaust sharpens to a bark as the 
1 : 60 makes itself felt; we pass under the twin distant 
signals fixed at caution, but the home signal is at a wel
coming "off", and we come to a stop at the platform 
at Palace East Junction. 

On the gradient diagram this station is shown near 
the apex of a triangle, and even from platform level it 
is easy to see why special precautions must be taken 
with loose-coupled trains if the inhabitants of Rosbercon 
or Ballywilliam are to be spared occasional scenes of 
devastation. There is frenzied activity, on the loading 
bank, where a couple of tractors and trailers have arriv
ed a bit late; but they will have time to load before we 
go. The first thing to do is to get out of the way of 
the 4.25 passenger train from Macmine Junction to Wat
erford; it pauses here at 4.53, and today has one lug
gage van, one bogie carriage, and a heating van, and is 
headed by a G.M. 121 class loco. 

After it goes we have the place to ourselves. There is a 



lot of shunting to be done, the engine has to go round 
the train, and the van must be switched to the other 
end. However, all these matters are seen to without fuss, 
and 132 goes on the turntable with the usual bump, is 
turned, and bumps off again to come back to the water 
tank, an odd-looking erection on two concrete stilts. 
While Charlie sees to filling the tender and trimming 
the coal around the motion and coupling-rods; it will be 
dark before we get to Bagenalstown, so he trims the 
wicks and lights the buffer lamps when passing round the 
front of the engine. 

Stationmaster McGarry hands some correspondence to 
the guard, who is busy writing his journal and taking 
the numbers of the five laden wagons we got here. John 
Keavey, the signalman, comes from the cabin on the 
platform with the staff, and a general conversation en
sues on the footplate. We are in good time, and not 
due away for another ten minutes, and everyone is re
laxed. The injector gurgles away happily till Charlie 
shuts it off, and 132 simmers quietly. The farmers' men 
are forking beet into the trucks we left at the bank; they 
will be collected in the small hours by the Wexford 
special. There is a lot of chaff and laughter on the en
gine until Jim says "Time to go, lads!" and steps off 
and into the van. 

He releases his brake, there is a short whistle from 132, 
and away we go down the hill onto Mr. Matte's shoe
string railway and into Ballywilliam where we collect the 
eight laden wagons and leave eight empties to the bank. 
Then we leave for Ballyling; in the dip by the turkey
farm the regulator is opened a little wider as we face 
the rising grades to the exposed stretches beyond. The 
sun has gone down behind Brandon Hill, and the even
ing grows chill. We stop at Ballyling, .and attach the two 
laden wagons, and then we all adjourn into Mollie Car
roll's cottage. She always has tea ready for the men of 
the beet trains, except the night trains_:_and anyway they 
don't stop here. The enginemen can get eggs, potatoes, 
and vegetables here, and the most delicious home
made bread, and when we leave, Charlie comes out with 
a string-bag of provisions; then, after some more good
humoured banter and laughter, ,'Ve leave for Borris, 7J 
mis away. 

We have fifteen laden wagons now, and 132 has to work 
harder. The steam and smoke beat down and we catch 
that smell of the steam engine in action, a smell com
posed of coal-smoke and steam and warm oil, and we 
get it when it lingers in a cutting or under a bridge, 
and the smoke wreathes around the furze bushes and the 
branches of trees beside the lint\ Now and again, as the 
gradient changes, the van brake is applied to steady the 
train, and the click of the rail-joints, the creaking of 
couplings, and the clink of buffers are the constant ac
companiment to our progress. 

The distant signal for Inch Crossing shows green, and 
we whistle as we run past it to warn the crossing-keeper. 
The evening has closed in now; pinpoints of light ap
pear in the darkened countryside. and the engine fire is 
reflected in the steam clouds. Another long whistle 
heralds our entry to Kilcoltrim cutting, and we see the 
shadows of the footplate-men in the reflecion of the fire 
as we pass through. The engine goes ahead, backs into 
the loop, and comes back with six wagons, making 21 
in all, almost a full load for a J15 Class engine on 

this road. With nothing further to delay us, we pull out 
of Borris and start the climb at 1 : 100 to the top of 
the bank, ll mis away. Looking forward over the 
heavy-laden train we see and hear 132 forging sturd
ily along, and realise for the thousandth time what 
splendid little maids-of-all-work these ex-GS&WR 0-6-0s 
have always been. 

We soon pass the summit, and after that it is easy 
steam all the way to Bagenalstown. We run quickly 
down past Goresbridge, and in another few minutes we 
see the yellow light of the branch distant signal. John 
gives three long whistles to let the signalman know of 
our approach. The home signal is "off" for us, and 
we run quietly in and stop at the down platform. The 
train goes on to Carlow, but our journey ends here 
where it began, and we say goodbye to the cheery crew 
and promise ourselves that we will come again soon, 
standing watching until the red tail-lamp disappears 
around the curve. 

That was the Bagenalstown and Palace East Line. Like 
very little railway byeway, it had its own characters 
among the men who lived and worked on it. We have 
met a few on our journey, and they have told of things 
that happened on the line. 

Old Tom Carroll remembers the great snowstorm of 
January 17, when the 4 p.m. train from Palace East 
on Friday 26th, after forcing its way through a number 
of drifts, became embedded in snow in a rock-cutting 
near Lannon's Bridge, in Marley, J mis up the line from 
his cottage. The snow had started to fall on Thursday 
evening, and it continued until Saturday-fine, dry snow 
that came from the east over the mountains, and lay 
on the ground to a depth of 6 ft; in cuttings the drifts 
were up to 17 ft. The train consisted of 0-4-4· tank en
gine No. 75, two carriages and a goods van, and car
ried only one passenger, who found shelter in a farm
house nearby. The crew was Driver Tom Connor, Fire
man Joe Breen, and Guard Jim Flood. The fireman made 
his way with great difficulty to Borris, seven miles away, 
whence help was summoned, and returned with food for 
himself and his mates. The Kildare ballast train set out 
in the blizzard, picking up men along the way. It got to 
a point 2 mis from the beleagued train and was itself 
stuck in a deep drift, 5 mis beyond Borris. Another 
train was sent on Saturday with two more gangs, but 
they had cleared only one mile by Sunday night. In all, 
over 120 men worked in Arctic conditions. P. J. Floyd, 
at that time District Superintendent at Kingsbridge, was 
at the scene; he said that the men had frequently to 
stop work in the blizzard, their clothes frozen stiff, 
and "collars" of frozen snow around their necks-the 
fine snow packed solidly as it fell, almost as hard as · 
ice. Tom Connor stayed on his engine, hoping to be 
able to go on, but only when convinced that the line .. 
could not be cleared for a day or two was he persuad-
ed to return to Bagenalstown on Sunday evening, weak 
and exhausted after nearly 50 hours in that freezing cut
ting. It was 

O 

late on Monday night before the gangs got 
through to the snowed-up train, and coupled it to the 
engine (No. 138) of the leading relief train. There were 
two engines in steam, four ballast vans, two breakdown 
vans, and a steam crane, comprising the two relief 
trains. When the entire cavalcade started to move in 
the direction of Borris, a young platelayer, Richard 
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Newman, from Athy, fell from the ballast van next to 
loco 138; he fell against a solid wall of hard-packed 
snow and was thrown under the wheels. The driver 
heard his cry and applied brakes immediately, whistling 
to warn the other engine to stop pulling. The body 
was between the right-hand driving and trailing wheels, 
and the engine had to be jacked-up to get it out. At the 
inquest, the following morning in Borris station, there 
was talk of a door that couldn't be kept closed (at 
that time ballast van doors opened outwards), and old 
Tom maintains stoutly that this was true. The jury re
turned a verdict of Accidental Death, adding that they 
had no evidence to show that the door was securely fas
tened; they recommended the deceased's mother to the 
consideration of the Railway Company. A cross near Lan
non's Bridge commemorates this tragic event. 

Then there was the case of the young Civic Guard 
who used to come up every day from the village of St. 
Mullins to collect newspapers for himself and his 
neighbours from the passing down goods. One day, he 
threw himself under Tom Connor's engine; nobody knows 
why. 

John Doyle of Palace East was signalman there for 
many years, as was his father before him. Three of his 
brothers were drivers and one was haltkeeper at Still
organ-all D&SER men. He remembers occasional races 
between GS&WR and D&SER trains on the parallel 
racks approaching the Junction. One of these sport
ing occasions the GS&W train failed to stop in time, 
and the engine mounted the buffer-stop. The D&SER en
gine came around to pull the GS&W loco off the stop
per, but in doing so it sustained some damage, and its 
driver faced trouble. He told the truth about the incid
ent, and Mr. Cronin, the Loco _Superintendent, let him 
off! 

John remembers many hard winters when the branch 
had lots of snow and frost. In fact, during the last beet 
campaign, in the winter of 1962, the line was closed 
for a few days, and wires and poles were down in sev
eral places. On another occasion, a beet special from 
Wexford had to remain in Palace East from Saturday ev
ening until Sunday night before it could proceed, the 
pilotman being unable to get through from Borris. But 
none as severe as that storm of 1917. 

One fine night John handed the staff to the driver of 
an up beet train, who placed it on a wagon of beet 
while he did something else, and forgot it. At Ballywil
liam the points could not be opened, and the driver con
cluded that he had dropped the staff on the way down. 
The station master walked the line from Palace East 
but without result. Eventually, the train left for Borris, 
and in the moonlight the driver saw the big staff and 
retrieved it. To cover up for the delay he explained 
that the staff had fallen from its holder w~ the en
gine gave a severe lurch, and had got jammed behin.d 
the volute springs of the trailing wheel, inside the cab. 
A few blows of a hammer furnished the evidence, and 
all was well! 

One day, a tinker's horse bolted down the line in 
front of a train, and crossing an underbridge its legs 
went through the timber decking; it was well and truly 
stuck unable to move. Its owner got it out, however
tinkers are good at that sort of thing! And once a 
D&SER goods going up by the Bagenalstown route with 
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a pilotman when the coastal line was closed by floods, 
broke off in two places before reaching Ballywilliam, 
and a lot of damage was done. But Mr. Matte's railway 
was liable to do that to any goods train, of course, un
less the driver was an experienced man. 

For many years Jim Flood was the branch guard. He 
was a genial man, fond of a drink, a smoke , and a 
chat. Dalton, the steamraiser in Bagenalstown shed, was 
a great friend of his, and they often went about toget
her. One Sunday, there was an excursion from Palace 
East to Dublin for an important match, and in the mor
ning Jim worked the carriages out from Bagenalstown 
and then through to Kingsbridge; here he put on his own 
hat and coat, carefully packing his uniform coat and 
cap in an attache case which he left in the stationmas
ter's office. He and the steamraiser then went off to 
Croke Park, where they no doubt enjoyed themselves for 
the afternoon. When the match was over they became 
separated in the crowd, and after looking in vain for 
his friend, Dalton made his own way to Kingsbridge, 
stopping en route to get his tea. At the station there 
was no sign of the guard, but as it was still wanting 
half-an-hour to starting time he wasn't worried. When 
the time shortened to ten minutes, and still no guard, 
he began to get anxious and eventually, with only a 
minute or two to go he took the attache case out to the 
van and put on the coat and cap. On the stroke of time 
he waved the green flag, and off they went, stopping 
at all stations from Kildare to Palace East, and nobody 
the wiser. The guard had met some friends in the city 
who wanted to treat him, and he got to Kingsbridge too 
late for his train:. When he saw that the attache case 
had vanished he guessed what had happened, but he had 
to pay for a taxi to get home that night! 

After him came Dick Brophy, a large man of rather 
nervous disposition. Placing log-signals so that they ex
ploded when his train moved was a popular pastime, 
needless to say. One day, while somebody else kept the 
guard's attention diverted, John Doyle silently uncoup
led the brake van and concealed himself inside by ly
ing on the floor. He had previously arranged for the en
gine to give the van a push to start it. As the van gat
hered speed a shout went up from the enginemen, and 
Dick took out after it at a gallop, followed by yells of 
encouragement from the other conspirators. Of course, 
the van was stopped just out of sight around the curve, 
and Dick's relief when he saw it may be imagined. 

(Incidentally, there used to be special brake vans 
stencilled "Bagenalstown and Palace East only"; they had 
six wheels, weighed twenty tons, and appeared to be 
built on tender-frames. Similar vans worked on coal 
trains between North Wall and Inchicore). 

Motive power on the branch was provided by 0-4-4 
tank engines. No. 75, ex-GS&WR Class E3, was the re
gular engine, and is said to have been the engine of the 
snowed up train in 1917. Whenever it went to Inchicore 
for overhaul its place was taken by another E3, either 
48 or 49. But the pride of the line was the ex-Water
ford & Limerick 0-4-4 No. 279, which was knewn as 
"Tom Connor's engine". It was a strong engine, the sole 
representative of Class El, and Tom drove it up and 
down the line for years with the daily goods. The beet 
trains, in the later years at any rate, were hauled by 
various 0-6-0s of the J15 Class. 



The great cutting at Kilcoltrim had to be carefully 
watched in case of rockfalls. Every two or three years a 
cliff-gang from Waterford carried out an inspection, dis
lodging any loose material found. Even so, occasional 
falls occurred, and one evening a milesman crossing the 
high bridge on his way home saw a very large rock lying 
in the track; he was able to avert a serious accident, and 
was suitably rewarded. 

One of the last incidents of the line before its final 
closure concerns some tinkers' horses which had some
how found their way onto the railway. In January 1963, 
just before the end of the beet campaign, the 11 pm 
Wexford special, Driver Rory Doyle in charge, left Palace 
East for Carlow at about 1.30 am on a bitterly cold 
Sunday morning. Their next stop was at Borris, to pick 
up five laden wagons to add to the ten they had, and 
they ran quietly through Ballywilliam and up to the high
er ground above Glynn. A waning moon hung over Bran
don Hill, and the stars glittered in a frosty sky; all 
around them the silent countryside lay sleeping, and to 
the east the Blackstairs Mountain range stood out 
against the sky. They might have been on another planet 
as they forged along, up hill and down dale. About a 
mile beyond Ballyling, on a falling gradient, they met 
the horses; one was killed outright, some were brush
ed aside, the others bolted along the railway. The train 
stopped, of course, and it took over an hour to clear the 
remains off the line and see that everything was in or
der before proceeding. They re-started and came on, mak
ing as much haste as possible. Shortly after passing 
Inch Crossing they came up with more horses, probably 
the survivors, and killed another; this one got jammed 
under the ashpan of the engine, and it took a long 
time to remove the carcase. Meanwhile, Paddy Cahill, 
signalman at Bagenalstown, was anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of the long-overdue train, and had no way of 
communicating with the crew. At 6.30 he heard a rat
tle of point-rods, and looking out in the darkness saw a 
horse, covered in foam, running fast through the sta
tion. About fifteen minutes later the train arrived, and 
when Paddy told the driver to watch out for a horse on 
the line Doyle rather sourly remarked that he had seen 
all the horses he ever wanted to see! He thought that 
Paddy was trying to be funny! The horse pass
ed through Milford station, and eventually plunged off 
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the line into a field about two miles from Carlow, 
where it· collapsed in exhaustion. It lay there for two 
days and then, quite recovered, got up and wandered 
away; it had run over 20 miles. 

The beet campaign came to an end within a few days, 
and the line relapsed into its customary slumber. Alas, 
it was to be its last sleep, for on 31 March 1963 the 
axe finally fell. There was no "Last Train", no fuss or 
excitement; the little railway that had led such a tran
quil life for so many years died quietly and peacefully. 
The last beet special ran in January and after that only 
two trains ran. These were: the R.B.A.I. Enthusiasts' 
special of Saturday 23 March, through to Macmine Junc
tion and back to Dublin by the coastal route, drawn by 
No. 151; and two days later a special for Borris Fair, 
out and back from Bagenalstown, drawn by A4, which 
was actually the last train to use the metals of the old 
B&W Railway. 

They broke the road in the second week of July, where 
it diverged from the New Ross line, and the lifting 
gang reached Ballywilliam before the year's end. 

Poor Mollie Carroll! She wept bitterly when they took 
away the rails from outside her cottage door. She was 
born there, and the railway was her life. It was Christ
mastime, too, to make it worse. As for old Tom, it was 
like death to him; he was as pale as a ghost, and he 
took to his bed for a week, so cast-down was he. But 
Mollie soon dried her tears and relieved her over
wrought emotions by castigating all responsible for the 
destruction of the line in terms more appallingly pictur
esque and comprehensive than anything heard in those 
parts before or since. 

The demolition train went on its remorseless way; 
the stack of rails at Bagenalstown grew bigger, and in 
Borris station yard the sleepers were piled high. In 
early June they reached near the branch up home sig
nal, and a stopper was erected, making the stump into 
a refuge siding. Even this was not allowed to remain, 
for after alterations were made in the station yard the 
siding was no longer required, ·and it was removed in 
May 1970, together with the connection to the main line 
and the rails in the loco yard. 

And thus vanished the last vestiges of the Bagenals
town & Wexford Railway. 

Special Offer of 
IRISH BACON 

Denny's Finest Irish, by the Side or 
Half-side while the present Stock 
lasts, 1/ - Per Lb. 

Finest smoked Canadian, 1/6 per lb. 
Best American Backs, 1/3 per lb. 
Danish Heads, 6d. per lb. 

following pit-head prices: 
Best Large Anthracite, 3 7 I - per ton 
House Coal, 35/- per ton. 

WHY BUY IMPORTED BACON? 
LAWLER'S 

The Plough, Carlow 
If you want 

PROVISIONS 
ask our prices 

· A few of this week's : 
Finest Irish Bacon, Denny's or Cap

poquin, by the side or half side, 
1/10 per lb. 

Finest American Flour, 23/6 per 7 st. 
Finest Home-milled Flour, 3/6 per st. 
Indian Meal, 13/6 per cwt. 
Best Farmers' Butter, 1/6 per lb. 

No profiteering here 
Note the address

LAWLER'S 
The Plough, Carlow. 

WOLFHILL COAL 
Wolfhill Collieries are now in a 

position to supply by road or rail 
their various grades of coal at the 

Machined, Washed and Graded Beans, 
40/ - per ton. 

Machined, Washed and Graded Nuts, 
35/- per ton. 

Lime Culm, 10/ - per ton. 
Above Coal is second to none in 

quality and has given entire satis
faction to all users throughout the 
country. It is particularly recommend
ed for Malting, Suction Gas and 
Household purposes. 

Large supplies on hand, order now 
and support home industry. 
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Dating Old Stone Drains 
Rossmore Forest • 

Ill 
M. J. CONRY, B.Agr.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D 

An Foras Taluntais, Oak Park, Carlow 

INTRODUCTION 

Part of Rossmore Forest Co. Laois surrounding the 
'new' Colliery (Fig. 1) in Rossmore townland in the Bar
ony of Slievemargy was planted in 1952. Preliminary ex
amination in 1970 indicated a wide variation in the 
growth rate of Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis). The 
growth rate of the trees around Profile 3 was good 
(Yield Class 200 Hoppus) while in the area around Pro
files 1 and 2, spruce growth was particularly poor. Fur
ther examination revealed that within this poor area, 
there were parallel lines, 25 metres apart, of fairly good 
spruce trees. To investigate the problem three profile 
pits were opened: Profile 1 on one of the rows of bet
ter trees in the poor area; Profile 2 midway be
tween two rows, and Profile 3 in the high yielding 
stand. These investigations showed that: (a) The fast 
growing stand was planted on the Castlecomer Soil Ser
ies which is a good soil for the production of Sitka 
Spruce. (b) The poor stand of spruce was planted on a 
50 cm layer of blanket peat. (c) The fairly good parallel 
rows of trees within the latter area were situated above 
old stone drains placed in the underlying dense, tena· 
ceous glacial till and the height of tree tapered away 
quickly on both sides of the drain (Plate 1). (d) The 
stone drains were still carrying water. 

It proved particularly difficult to discover when those 
drains were installed and the following is an account of 
some of the work involved in arriving at the date of in
stallation. 

DATING THE DRAINS 

The files in the Department of Lands (N. O'Carroll, 
private communication) showed that the Forestry Div
ision bought this land (Folio No. 2321) from the Direc
tors of Rossmore Collieries in 1950. It also stated that 
Patrick Joseph Fleming of the Swan was the previous 
registered owner and that it formed part of the former 
Adair Estate (E.C. 4145). It apparently belonged to Ross
more Collieries prior to Mr. Fleming's ownership be
cause the same file states that the land was first offer
ed in 1932 to the Forestry Division by Mr. John Reid, 
the proprietor of Rossmore Collieries, who pointed out, 
under nature of soil, that it consisted of "Reclaimed bog 
on gravel and sandstone subsoil (about 50 acres heavy 
bog) remainder all drained by former landlord Adair". In 
a subsequent letter to Mr. P. J. Gorry, T.D., Mr. Reid 
states that "the entire farm has been drained by Col. 
Adair, the former owner". 
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FAMINE RELIEF SCHEME 

The local inhabiants, particularly the older members 
of the community were able to recall that their fore
fathers worked on making those drains with the Office 
of Public Works (O.P.W.), commonly known as the 
Board of Works, as part of a famine relief scheme. They 
agreed that the landowner Adair did it in order "to 
improve his land and not out of the goodness of his 
heart." Mr. William Farrell of Clogrennan, now 86 years 
old, recalls that his grandfather, who was born in 1832, 
worked on the scheme. However, it proved exceptionally 
difficult to verify that the Adairs ever owned any land 
in that area. Mr. Farrell was able to indicate the ruins 
of the Adair home. Many local people disputed that the 
Adairs ever lived there, while others thought the land 
belonged to the Adairs of Ballynoe near Tullow. Exhaus
tive enquiries in the Church of Ireland records failed to 
verify that the Adairs ever lived in' the area. Similarly, 
it was not possible to trace the existence in the Nati
onal Library of any Estate Papers belonging to the Ad
air family. The only Adairs mentioned in the National 
Library were mainly of Ulster origin. 

The late Dr. John O'Loan, former Director of the Land 

Fairly good tree growth over drain and poor tree growth between 
drains. 



Project, concluded that the drainage scheme was pre-
1846, since the 1846 Drainage Act did not give a grant 
for this type of box drain which had a basal flagstone 
(Fig. 2}. This would indicate that the scheme was pos
sibly carried out in 1845-46 as a famine relief scheme. 

A letter of enquiry to the "Nationalist" received one 
extremely valuable reply. Mr. John Tunstead of Clogren
nan, now 76 years of age, wrote that he "was told as 
far back as 1912, by a neighbour (Pierce Butler), that 
those drains were made by the Board of Works for the 
Adair family and he (Pierce Butler) was .70 years or over 
at that time" . . . . (and that) "the A-dair family never 
lived in that part of the country". Furthermore, Mr. 
Tunstead suggested that as Griffith's Valuation dated 
back to 1858, the Valuation Office would show the 
name of the owner at that time. 

BETWEEN 1864 AND 1886 
Exhaustive enquiries at the Office of Public Works, St. 

Stephen's Green, Dublin, failed to find any record of a 
drainage scheme carried out in the Townland of Ross
more, Co. Laois. Similarly, it was not possible to get any 
information in the Land Commission, but they, like Mr. 
Tunstead, pointed out that the Valuation Office and pos
sibly the Registry of Deeds, Henrietta St., could be of 
some help. This information proved very valuable be
cause the Valuation lists for Co. Laois (E.D. of Ross
more) showed that the ownership of land in Rossmore 
changed from Patrick Moore to John George Adair be
tween 1864 and 1868. The land became the Reps. of 
John G. Adair in 1886 and was owned by Cornelia 
Adair in 1893. The Registry of Deeds recorded A Landed 
Estates Court Conveyance to John George Adair in 1864 

(Book 24, No. 132}. Consequently, if the scheme was 
done by the landlord Adair, it must have been carried 
out between 1864 and 1886. 

1879 FAMINE 
Further discussions with Mr. 0. O'Snodhaigh, of the 

National Museum, drew attention to the fact that there 
were several famines in Ireland after the Great Fam
ine of 1845-47 and that the 1879 famine (Doyle, 1971} 
was particularly severe necessitating many relief schemes 
throughout the country. Mr. E. Doyle (Private commun
ication) suggested that the State Papers Office might 
have references to drainage relief schemes. Research in 
the State Papers Office revealed that vast amounts of 
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relief work was carried out by the Board of Works in 
Ireland between 1880 and 1882 and particularly in 
1880 and 1881. In one of these papers (C.S.O.R.P., 
9767, 1881), Dr. McCabe, a government inspector, 
makes a strong case to the Secretary, Local Government 
Board, for relief work to be sanctioned in the Barony of 
Slievemargy to relieve distress among the labourers of 
Graiguecullen and small occupiers in the hilly districts. 
Dr. McCabe reported in January, 1881, that "the small 
occupiers of land in the :nilly districts included in the 
Queens County Electoral Divisions of the Barony ( of 
Slievemargy) and especially near the collieries, have 
been for the past 12 or 15 months in a condition of 
severe destitution. In the town of Graigue in this barony 
a large number of labourers are on the verge of star
vation". He considered that sufficient employment was 
not provided and begged that the recommended relief 
works should be sanctioned. He also reported that he 
had "no reason to think that the existing want of em
ployment in this barony is occasioned by inability, or 
unwillingness on the part of the landowners, to give 
work; on the contrary, the principal landowners have, 
I believe, been anxious to obtain loans for local drain
age with the special object of offering such employment; 
nor do I think that the farmers have been wanting in 
this respect, the fact being that the deepest distress 
has existed all through the present and last winter 
among the very small occupiers who are themselves the 
cultivators of the land they hold". It now seemed very 
probable despite Dr. O'Loan's pre-1846 dating, that the 
drainage scheme was carried out by the Office of Public 
Works as a famine relief scheme around 1880-1882. 

During further discussion with Mr. John Tunstead, 
Clogrennan, he expressed disappointment that the Office 
of Public Works were unable to confirm that the drain
age scheme was carried out by them especially as he re
ceived a letter from them some years ago verifying that 
land which he now owns at Ardough or Huntspark was 
drained by the Office of Public Works for the former 
owner, Mr. James Hosey, in 1880, for which he received 
a loan of £175. Mr. Tunstead's information indicated 
that all the drainage schemes were carried out at the 
same time. 

A letter to the Chairman of Public Works, Mr. C. Far
rel, did indeed verify that the drainage was carried out 
in 1880 for the landlord John George Adair, who resid
ed at Bellegrove (better known now as Rathdaire) near 
Ballybrittas, Co. Laois. The Charging Orders show that 
John G. Adair received a loan of £290 in November, 
1880, for land improvement under the Landed Property 
Improvement Acts, in the townland of Rossmore Barony 
of Slievemargy ( 6 inch sheet 3 7) and in the townlands 
of Bellegrove and Rathronshin Barony of Portnahinch (6 
inch sheet 9). Thus, these stone drains (Fig. 2) were in
stalled in 1880 as a famine relief scheme and are still 
carrying drainage water after 93 years. 

EFFECTIVENESS OF DRAINAGE SCHEME 
Although water flows freely through the drains, their 

effectiveness as a drainage system for land improvement 
is extremely limited. Soil drainage is only effective for 
about 1 to 2 metres on each side of the drain and tree 
growth drops sharply from the centre of the drain 
(Plate 1). The local inhabitants point out that the drains 
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were not laid out to secure the best results; they main
tain that the drains would be more effective if they 
were installed obliquely across the contours rather than 
perpendicular to the contour. The major defect is that 
the drains are too widely spaced. It is extremely doubt
ful, however, if any drainage system could be economi
cally feasible on this particular situation. Best results on 
this blanket peat can be obtained by ploughing to a 
depth of 30-40 cm and the addition of fertilizers. 

UNIFORM SYSTEM 
Identical drainage schemes were carried out at the 

same time on similar coal measure shale soils as fam
ine relief schemes by the office of Public Works on 
many townlands in the vicinity of Abbeyfeale, Co. Lim
erick. (J. O'Connor, private communication). It seems 
therefore, that a uniform type of stone drainage system 
was installed throughout Ireland, at least on the heavy 
wet coat measure shale soils (Soil 13; Soil Map of Ire
land, 1969) to relieve the distress caused by the 1879 
famine. 

JOHN GEORGE ADAIR 
At first sight it would appear that the landowner, 

John George Dair, was anxious to relieve distress. But, 
the older local inhabitants did not recall the landown
er with happy memories and pointed out that he was 
more interested in the improvement of his estate than 
in the welfare of his tenant occupiers and labourers. 
This fact seems to be amply proven by the callous treat
ment by the same John George Adair of Bellegrove of 
the peasant population of Glenveih, Co. Donegal. In a 
graphic description of the whole sordid affair, A. M. 
Sullivan (1878) points out that Johri George Adair of 
Bellegrove in Queens County, was so struck with the 
charms of the scenery of Glenveih that he was determ
ined to become proprietor of the place. 

GLENVEIH 
When Mr. Adair made his first purchase of land in 

1857 "the Glenveih peasantry were on the best and kin
dliest relations with their landlords". (P.52). No soon
er, however, does Mr. Adair enter on the scene "than a 
sad and startling change appears". (P.53). The picture 
drawn by previous landlords of a simple and peaceable 
peasantry contrasts directly with Mr. Adair's "lawless, 
violent, thieving, murderous gang" (P .53). 

MASS EVICTION 
After four years of accusation, counteraccusation, lig

itation, malicious destruction, "levies", and murder, Mr. 
Adair finally resolveo "to sweep away the whole popu
lation of Derryveih" (P.62) (also known as Glenveih) 
which were concentrated mainly in a little hamlet on the 
Lough Gartan side of the hill. Despite the pleas of every 
person of consequence in the surrounding area, Mr. 
Adair went ahead with his distardly plan and evicted 
every man, woman and child before levelling each cabin 
to the ground on Monday, 8th April, 1861. 

To relieve the distress of these unfortunate people an 
appeal was most liberally answered when "men of all 
ranks and classes, creeds, and parties, poured in their 
contributions" (P.71). However, the pleas of these same 
people could not persuade Mr. Adair to return the inhab-
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itants to their cherished homesteads. After much suf
fering, anguish and sorrow the whole population of Glen
veih eventually settled in Australia and became A "cre
dit to the old land" (P.76). 
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SEASON 1921-22 

The Annual General Meeting of the above Club was 
held in the Town Hall. There was a good attendance of 
members which speaks well for the coming season. The 
accounts as submitted by the Hon. Treasurer were un
animously adopted. The election of Officers for the com
ing season was then proceeded with, with the follow 
ing results:- President, Kane J. Smith; Vice Presidents: 
Horace C. Rochford, Rev. G. H. Jameson, F. W. Law, W. 
Taylor, R. Bell, W. J. Haughton, T. H. O'Donnell, 
James Oliver, Walter D. Barry, Michael Governey, E. 
Lamphier, Gerald W. L. Douglas. Captain, John Greene. 
Vice-Captain, Thomas J. Lawler. Hon. Secs, H. C. Roch
ford, P. A. Lawler; Hon. Treasurer, Edwd. Bolger. Caps 
were awarded for good play during last season to the 
following players:-J. Greene, T. Mcconkey, R. Anderson, 
J. Julian. 

No pity need the dead who died 
For Ireland wheresoe'er they sleep; 

Nor they who o'er the whole land wide 
Pray God for them the while they weep. 

The fondest love, the noblest pride 
The martyred de3d ror aye shall keep; 

No pity need the dead who die'd 
For Ireland wheresoe'er they sleep. 

One day shall come, shamed shall they hide 
Who felt not Ireland's anguish deep; 

From Ireland's wrongs who turned aside 
For self a bitter crop shall reap. 

No pity need the dead who died 
For Ireland wheresoe'er they sleep. 

MAGDALEN ROCK. 
In the "Irish Rosary." 
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TO A TALL SILK HAT 
From funeral unto funeral thou Undusted lay. 
On some tall shelf thy blackness gathered grey 
Who comest now 
Back to a world that had no place for three, 
Save as a herald of mortality, 
When with thee on his pate 
Some little man grew great, 
Nor recked the heavy price he had to pay 
To be conspicuous for one brief day. 

Say, are aesthetics dead, 
Or Art herself, since shorn . 
Are the wild locks upon each poets head, 
And 'As now Worn," 
Gathers within its brim 
What was the immortal part of him? 
Thy cylinder contains 
The cold remains 
Of brains. 
Thou hast brought down 
The mighty to thy crown. 

Yours faithfully, 
S.L.M. 

In "The Irish Statesman." 

THE AIM OF HISTORY-TEACHING 
"One of the chief aims of the teaching of history 

should be to develop the best traits of the national 
character and to inculcate national pride and self-re
spect. This will not be done by the cramming of dates 
and details, but rather by showing that the Irish race 
has fulfilled a great mission in the advancement of civ
ilisation and that, on the whole, the Irish nation has 
amply justified its existence."_:_From Programme for Pri
mary Schools issued by National Conference on School 
Programmes. 

CELEBRATED NOVELIST 
Mme. E. Zola, died at Paris, aged 86. She was the 

widow of the celebrated novelist. 
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ASPECTS OF THE FEUDAL 
SYSTEM IN IRELAND 
Taken from:-
Lt. Col. Hubert Gallwey: The Wall Family in Ireland, 
1170-1970, Naas, Leinster Leader Ltd., 1970. (Appendix 
A; pp. 278-281). 

The Feudal Hierarchy: 

At the top of the pyramid was the King, and next 
below him the barons, his commanders in war and 
counsellors in peace. The knights and esquires formed 
the next grade. The knights were the fighting men, the 
possessors of full military equipment, who fought on 
horseback. The esquires were their relatives, also moun
ted, who were eligible to be knighted when they came 
of age. Below these again were the free tenants or 
franklins, and finally the lowest class were the villeins 
who could not change masters nor place of abode with
out leave. Feudal society was based on the granting 
of land in return for specific services. Thus the greater 
magnates held their land immediately from the King on 
condition of producing prescribed numbers of knights for 
his service when called upon, and were referred to as 
tenants in chief or 'in capite'. The estates of these great 
barons consisted of a number of fees or manors, some 
of which they kept for themselves, and some of which 
they granted to their knights in return for military ser
vice. The estate granted to a knight by his overlord was 
called a (knight's fee', the grant was a 'feoffment', 
and the grantee was said to be 'enfeoffed'. When the 
knight was called out by his overlord to perform mili
tary service he had to bring a fixed number of re
tainers with him. These cwt,endants ot [he knight were 
the free tenants, and were themselves enfeoffed on part 
of the !·night's fee. Hence we hear of a half, quarter, 
~enth '-'' a knight's fee, and so on. The free tenant 
stood below the knight and esquire because of his lack 
of wealth rather than from any inferiority of birth or 
legal privilege. He was free-born and eligible to become 
a knight if he had the means. Below him was the vil
lein, or unfree tenant, who rendered agricultural labour 
or menial service in return for his land instead of mili
tary service, commuted quite often to a payment in 
kind. 

Military service under the feudal system consisted of 
following the overlord on campaigns in time of war 
(which might entail serving overseas) and doing periods 
of garrison duty in his castles. 

In Ireland there was an almost continuous state of 
war, so that the defences of castles always had to be 
manned even when campaigns were not actually in pro
gress. As the Middle Ages advanced, the rendering of 
military service by tenants gradually gave way to a 
money payment in lieu called 'scutage'. The obligation 
to serve in person was irksome to the tenant, and the 
service rendered was inefficient in the eyes of the feu
dal overlord. The tendency to commute therefore suited 
both sides, and the King or Earl could, with the money 

obtained, train and maintain a body of mercenary sol
diers, more effective by far than the old feudal levy. At 
the same time the knight, as a heavily armed cavalry
man, became obsolete. The order of knighthood, there
fore, from being a rank automatically reached if certain 
conditions were fulfilled, because an honour conferred by 
the King in person, or his deputy in Ireland, in reward 
for distinguished service. 

In the gradual transformation of the feudal knightly 
class from a military body to a rent-paying body of 
landowners we see the development of the knightly 
families into the landed gentry. As the knights and es
quires-the lords of manors-founded the greater landed 
families, the free tenants became the lesser gentry. 

The centre of government in each feudal lorship was 
the castle. It was the residence of the lord and his fam
ily, contained his administrative offices-the exchequer 
and the chancery-served the purpose of a jail, and could 
be defended when necessary. Here, too, were held the 
lord's courts for the trial of offenders and the settle
ment of disputes. The castle was in the charge of a con
stable who commanded the garrison, other chief offic
ials of the lord also having their residence there-the 
seneschal who presided at the courts, and the receiver 
who had control of finance. Similarly, each lord of a 
manor, or full knight's fee, had his castle with man
orial court and officials on a smaller scale. The manor 
often coincided with the medieval parish, the lord hav
ing the advowson, that is, the right of presentment to 
the benefice or, in modern terms, the right to nominate 
the parish priest, frequently a member of the family. 

The greater cities were independent of the feudal lord
ships and subject directly to the King, but the smaller 
towns or boroughs were under the jurisdiction of the 
earl or baron in whose lordship they were situated. The 
trade of the lordship was confined to the borough, for 
the principal merchants, called burgesses, had a mono
poly of trade therein, paying the lord a fixed sum an
nually in return for the right to collect the town dues 
and to elect their own officers. The privileges were set 
forth in the town charter under which the town was gov
erned. It was a common practice for the younger sons 
of knights and free tenants, for whom there was not a 
sufficient share of the patrimony, to settle in the towns 
of the lordship and enter trade, becoming in due course 
burgesses and officers of the borough. Although the lan
ded gentry of later times were mainly descendants of the 
knightly class, they were occasionally recruited from the 
successful merchants who left the towns and acquired 
land. • 

In Ireland the Middle Ages lasted considerably long
er than in England or France. One illustration of this is 
the fact that the Irish lords and gentry still built and 
inhabited castles and fortified houses long after their 
English and French counterparts had ceased to do so. 
Castle-building continued up to about 1640, reflecting 
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the disturbed state of the country. In Tudor and early 
Stuart times also, a payment when military service was 
proclaimed-the original scutage-and 'suit of court' con
tinued to be rendered to the overlord, and to the King 
when the tenant held 'in capite'. (Suit of court was an ob
ligation to attend at the overlord's court to act as juror 
in lawsuits and inquisitions). In 1660 feudal tenures 
were abolished by law, and lands so held became free. 

Inheritance under the feudal system was normally by 
primogeniture from eldest son to eldest son, or from a 
childless elder son to his next brother. On failure of 
male heirs, the lordship was divided among the daugh
ters, or passed intact to an only daughter. The holder 
could however, in his lifetime, make a settlement in
tail male, excluding female succession, and could also 
provide for younger sons by enfeoffing them in parts of 
the estate, thus founding junior landed branches of the 
family. Female lordship and claims to lands were un
known in Gaelic Ireland. As the Normans became more 
gaelicized, therefore, the heads of families became more 
determined to forestall female succession and to prevent 
estates from passing out of the family by marriage. 
Clan loyalties increasingly affected the colonists, so that 
by Tudor and Stuart times resort was often had to the 
above methods to ensure that estates remained in the 
male line. Quite distant cousins of the name were cften 
preferred to daughters. Widows' rights, however, were 
respected. By feudal law, a woman was entitled to cne
third of her husband's estate if she survived him-her 
dower-which reverted to the new holder of the estate 
on her death. If this should be her son and she did 
not re-marry, all usually went smoothly; otherwise, in 

the Middle Ages especially, the widow often had to sue 
for her dower and the heir for its return after her death. 

The overlord, i.e. the King in the case of tenants-in
chief, had the right to hold an enquiry on the death of 
a tenant to establish who was the legal heir and whe
ther a minor or of full age, and whether there was a 
widow. If the heir was a minor the overlord exercised 
the right of wardship until he reached his majority, en
joying the profits of the estate, less any claims to 
dower. (If the grandmother were still alive there might 
be two women with such claims). The enquiries held on 
these occasions were called 'inquisitions post mortem'. 
Twelve men with local knowledge met at a specified 
place and date under an official representative of the 
overlord-king, earl, or baron-and produced a sworn 
statement on the facts of the situation, which was writ
ten down. The reports of those inquisitions held on be
half of the Crown survived in great number for the per
iod 1550-1640 up to the year 1922. Fortunately trans
cripts had been made of nearly all of them, so that the 
information they contained is still available. They are an 
invaluable source for their period. 

After the inquisition had determined the succession, 
the legal heir, if not a minor, had livery, i.e. delivery of 
his predecessor's estate on payment of a 'fine' to the 
Exchequer. Royal grants of livery are recorded in the 
fiants and patent rolls. 

Inquisitions were also held when estates were forfeited 
for rebellion, treason and felony, but these tend to be of 
less value for our purpose than those which were 'post 
mortem'. The forfeited lordship fell to the Crown and 
new overlord was'~nfeoffed. 

AN OLD PRINT OF DUNLECKNEY MANOR 
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Come Capture a 
Castle at Shrule 

The following are two chapters 
from a new but unpublished history 
of County Carlow under the general 
title of "Come Capture Castles". 

COME CAPTURE A CASTLE AT 
SHRULE 
No. 1 

C1750 

Three miles north of Carlow, on 
the back-road to Athy, there still 
stands a remnant of the Castle of 
Shrule. Part of it was long ago in
corporated in a farm residence, and 
what now remains on the western 
banks of the river Barrow, is not 
worth stopping off to see-not even 
for someone who happened to be 
passing by! But Shrule Castle has 
both a story and a love story well 
worth retelling. 

In the middle of the sixteenth Cen
tury every County in England had its 
Francis Drake or its Walter Raleigh 
or its Jack Hawkins - men of 
the moment who were all too ready 
to advance themselves, and their 
Country, by deeds of daring or of fla
grant piracy in lands across the Sea. 

Among the lesser gentlemen-ad
venturers who came to Ireland was 
one Robert Hartpole, who was des
cended from a County family in 
Kent. He seems to have settled for 
a while at Leighlin in the County 
of Carlow and in 1568 he was ap
pointed Constable of Carlow Castle, 
with a lease of the Manor; this was 
held by his family until the Earl of 
Thomond took over in 1616. 

In 1575 he was granted the Manor 
of Shrule in Leix, then known as 
"the Queens County" and there he 
built his tower house. He had been 
appointed High Sheriff of County 
Carlow in 1571, and again in 1585. 
He held the same position for 
Queens' County in 1579, and in 1585 
he was a Member of Parliament and 
had been knighted by the Queen. In 
1577 he permanently ruined his re
putation in Irish eyes, by taking part 
in the notoriously treacherous mas
sacre of Mullaghmast, near Ballitore 

in the County of Kildare. He had 
married Grania O'Byrne and men
tioned her in his will as "my lov
inge wyfe Granie Hartpole." They had 
a large family. 

Shrule Castle was a fortified house 
of a type which was very common 
in Ireland in the fifteenth and six
teenth Centuries. The main building 
was a square tower with strong walls 
and -foops or battlements on top. In 
more modern times it was extended 
and renovated to form a residence 
which was used by the later Hart
poles, and by other more recent oc
cupiers. 

In his. "Personal Sketches" 
Sir Jonah Barrington, (writing over 
one hundred and fifty years ago) and 
to whom we are indebted for much 
of the present story) refers to the 
Castle's' "half-levelled battlements, its 
solitary and decrepit tower", and he 
almost seems to suggest that in his 
day the residence was in the part 
of the building which was not the 
tower. 

FAMILY SCOURGE 
The Hartpole family had always 

been scourged by one very serious 
peculiarity-the fathers seldom surviv
ed to see their eldest sons attain the 
age of 25 years; they all died young. 
Inevitably this gave rise to local 
rumours of curses and warnings, 
knockings and evil spirits, and with 
Mullaghmast in the background this 
is not surprising. 

When Sir Robert died in 1594 his 
property at Shrule pissed to the el
der of his sons, William, who, like 
his father, was appointed Constable 
of Carlow Castle and was knighted 
in St. Mary's Abbey in the town of 
Carlow-an abbey which has comple
tely disappeared, but was located 
either within the walls of the med
ieval town or more probably inside 
the curtain walls of the Castle itself. 

William Hartpole had no sons and 
was succeeded at Shrule by his bro
ther Robert, who fought in the Rebel
lion bf 1:he 1640s and raised a force 
at his own expense to man his Cas
tle at Shrule for the Confederate 

Victor Hadden 

Catholics. He was appointed a mem
ber of the Provisional Council of 
Leinster, and at the battle of Kilrush 
in County Kildare, he commanded a 
troop of horse, which, together with 
that commanded by Col. Walter Bag
enal was instrumental in saving the 
lives of a large number of the Irish, 
during the Retreat. This Robert was 
slain by Cromwell's soldiers when he 
was fighting for Ireland at Drogheda 
in-1649. 

And so Shrule Castle passes on, 
down the centuries, from Hartpole to 
Hartpole, frotll!' Sir Robert to Sir Wil
liam, -~t> George to Robert, to Wil
liam to Robert-until we lose count, 
but eventually it passed to yet an
other Robert in the latter half of the 
eighteenth century, at a time when 
the fortunes of a family which ac
cording to Sir Jonah Barrington, had 
once been popular and highly respec
ted in the County, now suffered a 
steady decline both in fortunes and 
influence. 

This last of· the Robert Hartpoles 
was a member of that scandalous 
institution known as the "Hell Fire 
Club"; the uniform was a scarlet 
coat, waistcoat and breeches, with 
white stockings. The favourite meet
ing place for orgies was at Grangemel
lon Castle in County Kildare but just 
across the Barrow from Shrule. The 
Custom was to keep a special seat 
vacant at their banquets, in case his 
Satanic Majesty, "Old Nick" himself, 
should choose to join them in per
son! No doubt he was always pre
sent in Spirit. 

SENILE DECAY 
By the end of the eighteenth Cen

tury Shrule Castle already suffered 
from senile decay, and Barrington 
described it with interesting (if bias
ed) comments on the life and times 
of the last of the Hartpoles. He 
wrote: "The hereditary residence of 
the Hartpoles was in no way dis
tinguishable from the numerous other 
castellated edifices now in a state 
of dilapidation throughout the whole 
Island-ruins which invariably excite 
our restrospect of happier times, 
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when the resident landlord reverenc
ed and beloved, and the cheerful ten
ant, fostered and protected, felt that 
the natural advantages of their reci
procal attachment; a reflection which 
leads us to a sad comparison with 
modern usages, when the absent land
lord and the mercenary agent have 
no consideration but the rents, no 
solicitude but for their collection; 
when the deserted tenantry keep pace 
in decline with the deserted mansion, 
when the ragged cottager has no mas
ter to employ him, no guardian to 
protect him-pining, sunk in the 
lowest state of want and wretched
ness-sans work, sans food, sans cov
ering, sans everything-he rushes for
lorn and desperate into the arms of 
destruction, which in all its various 
shapes stands ready to receive him. 
The reflection is miserable but true 
-such is Ireland since the year 1800" 
(Barrington was writing in the year 
1830). 

"Hartpoles family residence,(i>ic
turesquely seated on a verdant bank 
o,f the smooth and beautiful Barrow, 
had, during the revolutions of time, 
entirely Jost the character of a for
tress; patched and pieced after all 
the numberless orders of village arch
itecture, it has long resigned the 
dignity of a Castle. without acquir
ing the comforts of a mansion; yet 
its PTadual descent, from the strong
hold o.f powerful chieftains to the 
rude dwelling of an embarrassed gen
tleman, could be traced even by a 
superficial observer. Its half-levelled 
battlements, its solitary and decrepit 
tower and its rough dingy walls, 
combined to portray the downfall of 
an ancient family." 

And it was in such circumstances 
that George the last of the unfor
tunate Hartpoles set out on his ill
starred career. It was in such circums
tances that he fell deeply in love 
and it was in such circumstances that 
he tragically died. But all this is an
other story! 

LAST OF HIS LINE 
George Hartpole. the last of his 

line, passed away in the year 1793. 
About fifty years afterwards, during 
some excavations on the Castle Hill 
in Carlow, the workmen accidentally 
discovered the remains of an altar 
tomb, with an effigy of a knight in 
armour. This presumably marked the 
site of the medieval "Abbey Church 
of o,ur Blessed Lady the Virgin Mary 
at Catherlough". The tomb was the 
grave of Sir Robert Hartpole, the 
Elizabethan gentleman- adventurer 
who was buried there in 1594. 
When the inscription was deciphered, 

identifying the effigy with Sir Robert 
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Hartpole, one of the labourers stand
ing by struck the slab with a pick
axe and broke off the head, which 
was then thrown into the river Barrow 
close by. The headless knight in 
armour was preserved for many years 
and may still survive, but because of 
ill-informed prejudice it has Jong 
been lost to Carlow both town and 
county. 

In 1830, Sir Jonah Barrington made 
reference to a particular yew tree at 
Shrule which stood in the family 
graveyard-the walls. of which bound
ed "their hall of· revelry"-a melan
choly yew-tree, spreading wide its 
straggling branches over the tombs 
of its former lords, and the nave of 
a ruined chapel. An ancient yew tree, 
its hollow trunk proclaiming that it 
could not long survive but seemed 
to await an awful augury-the honour 
of expiring with the l-l5t scion of its 
hereditary chieftain, wbo, down the 
centuries had been buried beneath its 
shade-Sir William, and George, and 
Robert, and William, and Robert
and GEORGE. 

CAPTURE A CASTLE AT SHRULE 
(No. 2) C1800 

Three miles north of Carlow on 
the back road to Athy there still 
stands a remnant of the Castle of 
Shrule. Part of it was long ago, in
corporated in a farm residence, and 
what now remains on the western 
banks of the river Barrow is not 
worth stopping off to see-not even 
for someone who happened to, be 
passing by! But Shrule Castle has 
both a story and a Jove story well 
worth retelling. 

George Hart:- ,Je, like his ances
tors before hi1:. for .· t least seven 
generations, lived ,.t ~ 1rule Castle, 
where he was born • ... ,bout the year 
1780. He was the last remaining 
male of his line. Sir Jo,nah Barring
ton who knew him well described 
him in the following words:-

"George, though not at all hand
some, had completely the mien and 
manners of a gentleman. His fea
tures accorded· well with his ad· 
dress, bespeaking the cordiality of 
a friend and the ardour of an 
Irishman. His dispositio,n was 
mild, his nature brave, generous 
and sincere; on some occasions he 
was obstinate and peevish; on other 
somewhat sullen and suspicious; 
but in his friendships George Hart
pole was immutable. 

"His stature was of the middle 
height and his figure exhibited no 
appearance either of personal 
strength or constitutional vigour; 
his slender form and the languid 

fire of his eye indicated excitation 
without energy; yet his spirits 
were moderately good and the 
most careless. observer might feel 
convinced that he had sprung from 
no ordinary parentage." 
George Hartpole's fortune on the 

death of his father was not large, but 
the adoption of an employment or 
profession was unnecessary. He ac
cordingly purchased a Commission in 
the Army and launched himself into 
a Military Career and general society, 
with all the advantages of birth, 
property, manners and character. 

Not Jong afterwards while quarter
ed with his regiment in Galway, the 
gun he was using explo,ded in his 
hand, and it was some time before 
his surgeon could decide that am
putation would not be necessary. 

WELL NURSED 
George was now obliged to spend 

a long period of convalescence at a 
rn11ntry inn. in the West of Ireland. 
He was well nursed and provided for. 
His host, whose name was Slevin, 
had two daughters. Honor Slevin was 
the elder and we read that "her 
course person was well calculated to 
protect her moral conduct and she 
jested and took her glass with rea
sonable moderation." 

Mary, the younger sister was of a 
different appearai:ice and character. 
She was as mild and unassuming 
as could be expected and she appear
ed as if somewhat better born than 
Honor. Her interest in her guest 
was at the same time devoted, but 
properly restrained. 

Throughout George Hartpole's pain
ful and harassing confinement, he 
could not but notice Mary Slevin's 
constant and gentle attentions. Long 
afterwards he described to his friend 
Sir Jo,nah Barrington the rise and pro
gress of the }iddy and romantic feel
ing "''hich then seized upon him. how 
he noticed Mary's "moistened eye 
watching his interrupted slumbers -
and when she was conscious of being 
perceived, how the mantling blush 
would betray a degree of interest far 
beyond that of an ordinary attendant. 

Barrington relates at some length 
the affair in which George Hartpole 
became entangled by Honor and 
Mary Slevin-and how at last he 
determined to extricate himself before 
it was too late. He resolved to es
cape to England and he left at short 
notice. In Dublin he stayed at the 
Marine Hotel in Dunlaoghaire, ready 
to catch the boat early next morning 
-but on his way down to breakfast 
he heard loud shrieks from the very 
room next door to his-and on dash
ing to the rescue he found Mary Sle-
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vin collapsed in Honor's arms! Bar
rington tells the story:-

"As Mary slowly revived, a med
ical man being by pre-arrangement 
at hand, he ordered her restorative 
cordials. Madeira only could be 
procured. She put the glass to her 
mouth, sipped, looked tenderly at 
Hartpole and offered it to him; her 
lips had touched it; he sipped also; 
the patient smiled; the doctor took 
a glass. Hartpole pledged him; glass 
followed glass-until George was 
bewildered! The artful Honor sub
stituted another bottle!" 

HAPPY MARY 
An hour soon passed and the 

boat had sailed! Refreshments were or
dered-and it is only necessary to add 
that the morning sun arose not on 
the happy George, but on the happy 
Mary-the wedded wife of George 
Hartpole! 

Technically it was noit: a marriage 
at all-though it was performed by a 
priest who somehow happened to be 
available just where and when he 
was needed! But George felt he was 
honour bound (Honor Slevin bound!) 
to yield to his ill-starred fate, to ab
andon all idea of further resistance 
-and he was led home in chains by 
the triumphant sisters! 

None of his family or friends 
would ever receive her and George, 
for a while, sunk and disgraced, with
out losing all his attachment for the 
girl, had lost all his happiness and 
peace of mind. 
William and George, and Robert. and 
William. and Robert-and GEORGE. 

Needless to say the marriage soon 
went from bad to worse until Mary 
goaded on by Honor and jealous 
of every moment when George was 
not by her side, lost all her char
:i.cteristic mildness and charm. In the 
end her infatuated de1,!0tion gave way 
to passionate jealousy and one mor
ning in Dublin she tried to knife 
him ar the breakfast table. This was 
the end. Proceedings for separation 
followed and George Hartpole rejoin
ed his regiment in Edinburgh. 

HIGH-BORN MAIDEN 
Time passed, and in due course 

George returned from Scotland. He 
was suffering a persistent cold and 
decided for his health's sake to go 
to Clifton to drink the waters. At 
Clifton he met a high-born maiden 
with her father and mother-and he 
fell in love. Apparently he had good 
reason-for Sir Jonah Barrington, who 
shows on several occasions that he 
considered himself as quite a con
noisseur of female charms, describ
es Miss Maria Otway as follows:-

'·Maria united in her appearance, 
her manners and her obvious dispos
ition, most of those amiable and en
gaging traits which the age of 
eighteen can develop in a female. 
Her figure, in height rather below 
the middle stature, had arrived at 
that proportionate fullness which 
forms a just medium between the 
round and the slender-and without 
the defects of either gives the advan
tages of both. Her limbs, cast in 
the mould of perfect symmetry, 
moved with that ease and moderate 
activity which constitute the nat
ural grace of female action. Her 
blue eyes were untutored but her 
smile was intoxicating, and my 
friend George Hartpole was bound 
fettered in the trammels of fe
male witchery." 
And so they were married- and 

they lived together at Shrule, but not 
"happily ever after." 
The fact is that Maria Hartpole ad

ored and was adored by her parents, 
but adored to a degree that tended 
to create her own misery and ua
doing. The very thought of sep
arating from them was to her almost 
unbearable. Her reluctance could not 
be concealed from the sharp eye of 
her nneasy husband. Every mark of 
affection lavished by her on her par
ents be considered as if filched from 
him. He thought her heart should 
have no room for any attachment 
but to himself. In a word she had 
never loved Hartpole, for whom she 
felt no more than a neutral species 
of attachment. Neither her mind nor 
her person had arrived at their full 
maturity, when she was called upon 
to love, and under such circumstan
ces whatever affection she showed for 
her husband waso~ar less than he 
expected. Jr; rr 

-le . .. 'f 
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George Hartpole had Shrule Castle 
redecorated and refurnished. He had 
been appointed High Sheriff for 
Queens County and a Peace Commis
sioner-but it was all to no avail. His 
imagined neglect and misfortunes 
preyed upon his mind and he be
came excessively jealous of both 
Maria and her parents. The presence 
of his mother-in-law at Shrule did 
not help, and she-foolish woman
persuaded Maria to play a trick on 
the already miserable George, in an 
effort to laugh him back to sanity. 
So they conspired together and wrote 
some unsigned love letters to Maria 
-and they left them where George 
could not fail to. find them. He did. 

The dye was cast. George was now 
demented. He was also resentfully re
solute-and Maria and her mother 

packed their bags, and went home 
to Castle Otway. 

George settled his affairs, making 
provision for Maria (as he earlier 
had done for Mary) and like a man 
out of his mind he set sail for Lis
bon-where he hoped a change of 
scene might perhaps restore both his 
health (which was failing) and his 
sanity. 

After he had been a short time in 
Lisbon, some mischievous person for 
some mischievous object, informed his 
uncle that he had been dead a fort
night, and, without making further in
quiry, that nobleman sold George 
Hartpole's army com\nission, and an 
announcement appeared in the news
papers, that Hartpole had fallen a 
victim to consumption, the rapid 
progress of which had rendered his 
case hopeless, even before he quitted 
Ireland-and it added the name of the 
party who had succeeded him in his 
regiment. 

Now the fact was that the climate 
of~J,isbon had been a great service 
to his health and he was quickly re
covering his strength and spirits, 
when, taking up an English paper he 
read the above-mentioned paragraph. 

TOO LATE 
George Hartpole now sent for his 

old friend Sir Jonah Barrington- but 
by the time he got to Lisbon it was 
too late. There really w.as little to be 
done, except to make the necessary 
funeral arrangements. 

In 1830 Sir Jonah Barrington 
made reference to a particular yew 
tree at Shrule which stood in the 
family graveyard-the walls of which 
bounded "their hall of revelry"- a 
melancholy yew tree, spreading wide 
its straggling branches over the 
tombs of its former lords, and 
the nave of a ruined chapel-an an
cient yew tree, its hollow trunk pro
claiming that it could noit: long sur
vive, but seemed to await an awful 
augury-the honour of expiring with 
the last scion of its hereditary chief
tains, who down the centuries had 
been buried beneath its shade. 

Fifty Years ago ... 
THE SPINNING WHEEL 

The spinning class in now opened 
in Carlow, and .the young ladies 
should avail of the opportunity to 
learn a domestic art in which their 
grandmothers excelled. The. classes 
are being held twice weekly 'in the 
Town Hall. ' · : 
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Diary of Patrick Jerome Brophy 

Rev. P. J. Brophy, 
St. Patrick's College, 
Carlow, Ireland. 

Dear Father P. J.: 

I am enclosing a copy of a diary written by my father in 1877, commencing on 
the day of his departure from Ireland for America and including subsequent days 
aboard ship. 

Unfortunately the last part of the diary was lost so the story ends in mid-oc:e,pn. 
What surprises and delights me is the remarkable gift he had for expression. Con

sidering the fact that his education consisted only of attendance at an elementary 
school of that day, his use of the English language compares most favourably with 
that of a College graduate; in fact, Mrs. Grant, my secretary, who knows Ireland, 
has just remarked that it is a lot better. 

October 23rd - 28th 1877 

"1uesday, 23 October - Johanna 
and I !eft home amid the tears and 
praver~ of our parents and numerous 
fnendi: congregated for the occasion 
to bid us a fervent farewell and ex
press their best wishes for our fut
ure prosperity and happiness - and 
dear good friends they were - how 
dear we scarcely knew 'till then. 
Having bade a last adieu to our poor 
loving mother we started (I, 2t least, 
with a comparatively light heart) for 
Carlow accompanied by our brother. 
John, and sister Nannie. On arrival 
there at 7.30 a.m. we were ioined 
by our brothers James and Thomas 
who shortly afterwards accompanied 
us to the Railway Station where we 
remained some time until the shrill 
whistle of the approaching train re
minded us that our time of parting 
was at hand. 

Having secured our luggage and 
seats, we parted - and oh that part
ing! I'll never forget! Poor affection
ate, loving, light-hearted, Nannie -
one would think her heart would 
burst so intense was her grief - nor 
were my brothers less affected. But 
being men they might naturally be 
expected to bear it better and con
ceal more effectually the true state 
of their feelings at such a place. A 
few moments and they were lost to 
our sight -as the train rolled away 
from the station and we were off 
en route to Wyoming, six thousand 
miles away. 
We did twenty-five miles to Kildare 

in an hour and a quarter where we 
were much disappointed on being in
formed that we should wait until 
twelve o'clock for a train to convey 
us to Cork. Thither we started at 
12.15 p.m. Poor Jo was very drowsy, 
having slept none all night. Our first 
~top was at Portarlington at 1.05 
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at which there was a refreshment 
saloon, of which, as a matter of 
course, we took no notice. The fact of 
our having eaten nothing since 3.30 
p.m. never occurred to us until about 
half an hour later when she express
ed a wish to have a cup of cof
fee as she felt chilly and fatigued. 
I endeavoured to produce one at the 
next station but couldn't and was 
told by a pompous, apparently self
satisfied walking caricature of the 
R.I.C. that it could be obtained at 
Thurles about 20 miles further on 
when, he said, the train would stop 
for half an hour. Accordingly I made 
up my mind to wait and propped 
up Jo's fast-sinking spirits as well 
as I could until we reached Thurles 
where I was told to my utter con
sternation that there was nothing of 
the kind to be had nearer than Lim
erick Junction. 78 miles ahead. 

Well, I really feared to communi
cate such appallin,f! news to poor Jo. 
who, I knew, should be hungry, and 
was really beginning to look ill, but 
it had to be borne and she bore it 
pretty well, and with the assistance 
of an occasional nap which she 
couldn't help taking in the train, we 
arrived at the Junction at 6.00 p.m. 
where we obtained the long-wished 
for coffee which seemed to have a 
very beneficial effect. She brighten
ed up a little but shortly afterwards 
went to sleep and remained so for 
about an hour. 

Eventually we arrived in Cork at 
8.00 p.m. after a most sickenly 
wearisome ride in a lumbering, ratt
ling old wagon which part of the 
time travelled about as fast as if it 
had been drawn by hand-fed bullocks 
instead of steam. (The run usually 
made in four hours.) 

Landed from the train, we proceed
ed in search of information, on re
ceipt of which we proceeded to the 

Anchor Hotel, St. Patrick's Quay, 
where we enjoyed a good supper, 
good beds and good bill in con
sequence. Wednesday, October 24th
Jo went to early Mass and I pro
ceeded to write several letters as 
promised; which being done we had 
a good long walk through the city. 
She was highly pleased, not having 
seen anything such before - almost 
everything seemed to her really 
magnificent. Father Matthew's statue 
being an object of special attrac-
ticn. 

At 3.00 p.m. we proceeded to 
Queenstown and quartered at the 
Rob Roy Hotel, King Street, for that 
night. Having purchased our tickets 
and sent our luggage to the shipping 
office we went in search of further 
novelties such as were to be seen in 
that nice little town on the Hill'. 
We retir.ed early and rose ditto en the 
morning of October 25th, proceeding 
at once to the Post Office where to 

. my intense delight I received a letter 
from my brother John containing 
some of the most welcome news I 
ever received, dispelling all fear on a 
point which had caused us both no 
little anxiety. , 

At 9.00 a.m., it being the appoint
ed hour, we were at the wharf. With
out much ado we got aboard the ten
der which was in, waiting to convey 
the passengers from the shores of 
poor old Ireland (which perhaps some 
of us never shall see more) to the 
side of the steamship "Egypt" which 
was lying to in the harbour to receive 
us. On board this magnificent liner 
we proceeded. The tender drew away, 
the anchor was weighed, engines set 
in motion and we steamed slowly 
down the harbour and were fairly un
der way, bound west. 

Jo and I were separated then and 
repaired to our respective domiciles 
-she to the cabin and my poor self 
to that compartment where I regret 
to say my countrymen crossing the 
Atlantic mostly inclined to, viz. the 
steerage. October 26th - Having tos
sed about uneasily in my hammock 
during the night, I awoke and early, 
and found to my infinite disgust -
as any person in their health would 
find - that about two-thirds of the 
70 steerage passengers were seasick 
and sprawling about the deck like so 
many turtles vomiting - putrified 
Irish and English stout, ale and whis
key like thunder rolling and wallow
ing in their own filth regardless of 
everything save the finding of a clean 
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open space in which to deposit the 
refuse of their overcharged stomachs 
in which they were so successful as 
to draw forth the hearty congrat
ulations of the delighted Steerage 
steward whose duty it was to keep 
the place clean. 

There they were lying about in 
heaps, motley groups of human 
beings of every conceivable denomin
ation . .Irish and Connaughtman, Eng
lish and Dutch, Italians and French 
with a couple of worthy represent
atives of Bonnie Scotland - all in 
the same plight, moaning and bello
wing and uttering exclamations 
which though I might if I found it 
necessary be able to pronounce, I 
candidly admit my inability to spell 
them, I suppose on account of my 
insufficient education. Well, things 
continued thus all day. There was 
very little food consumed in the 

FIFTY YEARS AGO 
In a letter to the "Irish Independ

ent", a correspondent from Hack
etstown, who signs himself "One of 
the Victims" writes - Sir - There is 
no such thing as displaying price 
lists here; there seems to be a com
bine to keep up present high prices. 
considering rent, wages, etc., are not 
very high in this town compared with 
others. The citizens of Dublin com
plain of having to pay ls. 2d. per 
4lb. loaf, while we must pay ls. 3d. 

Steerage which of course was ;1 point 
in favor of the Company, and cooks. 
Of the food, I fear I'll have more to 
say another day. 

October 27th - No. improvement. 
Sea-sickness is rampant. Among its 
victims today are some of those who 
laughed loudest yesterday at their 
predecessors. We've had a rough 
night with a head wind, so we made 
very little progress on our journey 
and even now, though the wind has 
almost ceased to blow, there is a 
heavy swell on which hampers our 
progress materially. 

I'm informed there have been 
hours passed during which we've 
made only three to five knots -
heavy swell and light head winds all 
day. 

October 28th - A Sunday at sea is 
as much unlike a Sunday as it well 
could be. No one thinks of saying 

and ls. 4d. up to a week ago; 
3s. 8d. per stone for flour; 4s. and 
3s. per lb., tea; 7! per lb. for sugar; 
2s. per lb. for Irish bacon; ls. 3d. 
for American do.; ls. d. for any kind 
of fresh meat, coarse as well as 
prime; 3s. per 2 lb. pot strawberry 
jam, butter at varying prices from 
ls. 2d. to ls. 6d. per lb. I know 
from experience the same shopkeep
ers do not err on the side over
weight. It is usual to clip a bit off 

an extra prayer (and numbers forget 
to say any at all. The necessary of 
such things never troubles the maj
ority of our English brothers) - ex
cept a couple of young Connaught
men; and whether to their credit or 
others' shame, it must be told. They 
were the only Steerage passengers on 
board with whom a prayer book was 
to be seen - and they - which is 
certainly to their credit - spent a 
good long hour at it. 

A heavy sea and strong head 
winds all day. We're going very 
slowly. Seasickness (with which I 
haven't been touched) still pre
valent. Groups of old people of both 
sexes are lounging and stalking about 
the decks unable to raise their heads 
-some suffering from the effects and 
others from fear of it. 

the weight, when supposed to be 
lowering the price. How are the poor 
to live who must buy in small quan
tities? It is time something should 
be done here. 

TRAIN HELD UP 

On Wednesday ,evening military 
held up the 8.15 train at Carlow. and 
searched all passengers. 

For your information : Subscription to Old Carlow Society, 50p per annum, 
payable to Hon. Treasurer, Mr. T. Smyth, Leinster Crescent, Cartliow. 
Society's Journal, "Carloviana ", publi1shed annually, 30p per copy. 

OLD PHO'I10GRAPHS 

The Editor would be interested to hear fro~·;nyone who has old photographs 
of Oarlow and District, no matter how faded or uninteresting these may 
appear to be. Such photographs {,ometimes print surprisingly well 1and 
may be invaluable when used as illustrations for 1some artide we are 
considering for the Journal. 

The Editor rwishes to express his gratitude to the printing staff of " The 
NationaJJi!st and Leinster Times", for the courteous co~operation given by 
them at all times. 
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THE TOWERS 
DUCKETTS GROVE 

CARLOW 

LOUNGE BAR 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 

V. G. Nicholt Proprietor 

Telephone (0503) 55683 

RECEPTIONS 

V. G. NICHOLL & SONS 

Painters and Decorators 

Ducketts Grove, Carlow 
Telephone (0503) 55683 
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Lieut. Walter P. 
Pollock Hamilton 

A V.C. from Inistioge 

HE WAS a son of Alexander Hamilton, Esq., J.P., of In
istioge, County Kilkenny, and Grand Nephew of Field
Marshal Sir George Pollock, of Indian renown. 

Born at Inistioge on the 18th August, 1856, he re
ceived his early education at Felstead in Essex, and be
gan his military life as Lieutenant in the 70th Regi
ment of Foot. 

In his desire for active service he was transferred to 
the distinguished Corps of Guides Cavalry ("Queen's 
Own") in the North-West Provinces of India, and it was 
in that Corps he gained his laurels and lost his life. 

His gallantry and distinguished personal qualities 
made him beloved by all who knew him, and he pos
sessed those attributes which stamped him as a soldier 
in every sense of the word. 

Lord Cranbrook speaking in the House of Lords on 
February 20th, 1880, said:- "Sir Louis Cavagnari seems 
to "have fallen early; and the others fought bravely. 
One "of them, a gallant young Irishman, endeavoured, 
almost "alone, to charge the mob from the door of the 
Embassy; "but, at last, he, too, fell. And I must for a 
moment "pause to say, with respect to that young man, 
having "given a great deal of attention to the subject, 
that he "had a brilliant career before him. He under
stood well "the business in which he was engaged, and 
he was not "afraid of the consequences which his 
duties entailed "upon him." 

The late Lord Iddesleigh (then Sir 'Stafford North
cote), Chancellor of the Exchequer, said also of "the 
gallant young Hamilton", who fell with a courage that 
will be long remembered, that "never was a more pro
mising "or more gallant subject lost to Her Majesty." 

The following extracts, referring to Lieutenant Hamil
ton, are taken from The Victoria Cross Heroes, by Lieut
f'n-int-Cc lonel W. Knollys and Major W. T. Elliott:-

Brigadier Gough (now Lieut.-General Sir Chas. Gough, 
V.C.). who had just previously directed the advance of 
the infantry, now sent an Aide to the cavalry on his 
ri~ht with directions to charge at once. But the gallant 
Major Battye, directly to his own front, and Lieuten
ant-Colonel Lord R. D. Kerr, a little to his right, had al
ready cheered on their men, and everv· horse was seen 
extending at racing speed across the plain. 

A tremendous tumult for several moments, amidst 
which could be seen a forest of flashing steel as the 
sword blades swept above the heads of the cavalry, and 
the Afghans were fighting for their lives in every direc
tion. 

Three shots struck the gallant Wygram Battye, lead
er of the Guides; two he received in his left thigh. He 
swerved in his saddle and was faint; but the lion-heart
ed man recovered himself and rode on. A few yards fur
ther, and yet once again death's messenger reached him 
in his heart; and, to the sorrow of his men, he sank 
lifeless to the ground. 

So died the beloved of his friends, the admired of all, 
the excellent Major Wygram Battye. He was one of Eng
land's best of officers, and one of her worthiest of sol
diers. 

The young Lieutenant of his troop who saw him fall; 
with a wild cry he shouted to the Guides to avenge their 
commander. A howl of savage rage and grief combined, 
and these magnificent native soldiers rushed fiercely for
ward. At every stroke of their swords there was a death! 
Eagerly they pressed on and spared not! Their leader's 
death was amply vindicated. ' 

Close to the gallant young Lieut. Hamilton's side 
rode a sowar of the Guides, one Dowlat Ram. A knot 
of men in front, as the horsemen charged, turned and 
stood at bay. They raised their pieces and fired. Down 
to the ground fell the sowar's charger. It rolled over, 
and in its agony its rider's leg became entangled in the 
bridle and the stirrup leather. The knot of Afgans rush
ed forward to deal the sowar his death-blow. Lieutenant 
Hamilton at this moment turned in his saddle and saw 
the Afghans' intent upon his prostrate sowar. He quick
ly reined his horse and spurred to the rescue. A deadly 
strike from his sabre laid one of the enemy low; an
other rushed at the fallen man to kill. but a point 
from the sword of the Lieutenant, and the Afghan's 
life was ended; still another enemy aimed his piece, 
now at the officer, but the weapon was struck up by 
;mother of his Guides who had reined up his horse just 
in time to save his officer's life, and instantly the Af
ghan was slain. 

Dowlat Ram was disengaged from his dangerous pos
ition; he caught a passing horse, and once more with 
his Lieutenant, joined in the charge and pursuit. 

The fine iudgment of Brigadier-General Gough was am
ply exemplified; as, had he not so promptly attacked 
the force assembled, the numbers of the enemy would 
soon have been doubled, and then the position of the 
General and his force would have become critical, and 
the loss of life in any later attack in the enemy's pos
ition would have been proportionately greater. As it was, 
this loss was severe both in killed and wounded. 
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For the manner in which Lieutenant Hamilton assumed 
the command of the Guides, and for the way in 
which he led them after the death of Major Battye, also 
for his heroic defence of the fallen sowar, he was re
commended for the Victoria Cross. 

Lieutenant Hamilton was in command of the escort 
of Sir Louis Cavagnari who was sent to Kabul (where 
the Mission arrived on 24th July, 1879) as the new Re
sident on the advent of Yakoob Khan to power, and of 
the settlement of the treaty of Gudamuck. 

On the 3rd of September, 1879, at about 8 a.m., 
some Heratee regiments which had been sent by Ayoob 
Khan to Kabul broke into mutiny, and a soldier having 
cried out, "Let us go to the Residency and kill the 
British envoy", the whole body of mutineers rushed to 
where Sir Louis Cavagnari and his staff were residing. 
Having surrounded the building, they were fired upon by 
some of the escort'. The mutineers then retired and ob
tained additional arms and ammunition, and commenc
ed a regular attack upon the place. The whole of the oc
cupants went to the top of the building, and on the 
roof constructed a sort of shelter trench against the ef
fects of the murderous fire which was poured upon them 
from the tops and windows of contiguous houses, and 
about one o'clock Sir Louis Cavagnari was wounded by 
a bullet which ricochetted on to his forehead. 

During the interval two or three messengers had been 
dispatched to the Ameer for assistance. Whether all 
these reached him or not, has never been known; but 
eventually a letter was sent by an old Guide sowar, 
and from after-evidence it would appear that Yakoob 
Khan wrote on the back of this letter, "If God wills, I 
am just making arrangements;" but this answer never 
reached the besieged in the Residency. 

About three o'clock Lieutenant Hamilton managed to 
send off another messenger to the Ameer, promising to 
make good all arrears of pay to those troops who had 
mutinied, ostensibly on account of pay matters; but by 
this time the mutineers had got to the top of the Re
sidency and were setting fire to it. 

The evidence of some of those who witnessed what 
followed states that, animated by the example of Lieut
enant Hamilton (Sir Louis Cavagnari being already woun
ded and in a room below), the whole of those who ac
companied the mission made a most determined stand to 

keep out the Afghans who now closed around the build
ing in large numbers. 

It would seem that so soon as the place was set on 
fire from above, those who were defending it were driv
en from room to room. Lieutenant Hamilton and those 
who remained alive-only eleven out of 75-at last got 
pressed into the courtyard, and there prepared for a fin
al stand. The gates were quickly burst open, when the 
Lieutenant, with a shout, and heading all who reµ1ain
ed, rushed out into the mass of Afghans and tried to 
cut a passage through them; but a phalanx of blood
thirsty beings were around them all. A stroke from tieu
tenant Hamilton's sword cut down one Afghan; he then 
parried a thrust at his throat from a man close to him, 
and with his left hand fired his pistol and killed his as
sailant. A third rushed at him; he, too, was hit by a 
pistol-shot from the Lieutenant, and dropped to the 
ground. Another came at him and delivered a tremend
ous cut at his head; he parried it, and returned it with 
a sword point which laid the man dead at his feet. A 
knot of men now formed in front of him, and others 
closed upon the party for a final rush together. For a 
moment the Lieutenant's pistol kept those opposite to 
him at bay; in the next they dashed upon him; his pis
tol brought the foremost down, but the remainder were 
instantly around him with swords upraised. Cuts and 
thrusts, delivered almost simultaneously at the gallant 
young man's body; sent him staggering to the ground, 
dead! 

A more splendid defence of life was never witnessed. 
Even his fierce enemies expressed their admiration of 
his heroism, and of the manner in which all with him 
defended themselves to the last. ' 

Sir Louis Cavagnari was crushed by the falling in of 
the roof of the Residency, and his body was burnt to 
a cinder. 

Lieutenant Hamilton's body, with that of Mr. Jenkyns, 
political agent, was stripped and thrown across a gun. 
It was afterwards burnt and buried by some natives of 
the city in a garden. 

This country was soon ringing with the sound of 
praise for the way Lieutenant Hamilton met his fate, and 
with the example of conspicuous bravery which he had 
once more shown for the honour of his country. 

.. 

SNIPPETS FROM THE PAST 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
Saturday 

(Before Mr. Justice Morris.) 
Anthony Coe v. William Duckett. 
Mr. J. A. Byrne on behalf of the 

defendant moved for leave to plead 
several defences The action was 
brought to recover damages for an 
alleged breach of warranty in the al
leged sale of a sheep purchased by 
plaintiff from defendant. 

Leave was granted. 
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PARISH OF SHILLELAGH.-On the 
3rd inst., Lord Fitzwilliam, in an ap
propriate speech, presented, on be
half of himself and the parishioners, 
of Shillelagh, a very valuable token 
of esteem and friendship, consisting 
of a handsome tea-kettle and stand, 
a salver and coffee-pot, to the Rev. 
Joseph William Dickson, on his leav
ing the parish after a ministry of 
17 years. 

THE LATE ROMAN DISCUSSION.
Our readers will be pleased to hear 
that a full and correct translation, by 
an Italian, of the famous discussion 
lately held in Rome is in the press, 
and will be shortly published at the 
Italian Mission Office, 13 D'Olier
street, Dublin, at a nominal charge, 
for circulation. The four chairmen 
have signed the report, so that all 
classes can rely on its accuracy.
Saunders. 
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Writers in Irish from County Carlow 
One does not immediately assoc

iate County Carlow with authors of 
books and pamphlets in Irish. Having 
had one book and 3 pamphlets pub
lished in Irish I tried to make a list 
of works in Irish, by other Carlow 
born authors; works published sep
arately (i.e. in book or pamphlet 
form and so excluding newspaper or 
magazine publications). However, I 
could not exceed the following : 

An tAthair Elair O.F.M. Cap. (Mac 
Donncha), Ar nAthair, Oifig an 
tSolathair, Dublin, 1955. 

Seoirse O Brain, An Coinscriobhach, 
Oifig Diolta Foillseachain Rialtais, 
Dublin, 1932. (This is a translation 
of Histoire d'un Conscrit de 1813 
by Emile Erckmann and Pierre 
Alexandre Chatrian). 

Seoirse O Brain, Tireolas an Domhain: 
Teicsleabhar do dhaltai scoile, 
Browne and Nolan, Dublin, 1936. 

Seoirse O Brain, An tlonnradh no 
Yegof an Gealt, Oifig an tSolathair, 
1954. (This is a translation of 
L'Invasion by Emile Erckmann and 
Pierre Alexandre Chatrian). 

Seoirse O Brain, Eachtrai Taisceal
aiochta, Oifig an tSolathair, Dub
lin, 1967. 

Seoirse O Brain, Sceal na hEitleoir
eachta, Oifig an tSolathair, Dub
lin, 1972. 

(In addition to the above Seoirse O 
Brain has edited and publi'shed -
with notes, introduction, etc., in 
Irish - the following texts for 
school : Alphonse Daudet, Lettres 
de mon Moulin, Oifig an tSolathair, 
Dublin, 1945, and Prosper Meri
mee, Colomba, Oifig an tSolathair, 
Dublin, 1945). 

Oliver Ellis, Ciste fe Thalamh, Oifig 
Diolta Foilseachain Rialtais, Dub
lin, 1951. 

Tomas O Neill, Fiontan O Leathlob
hair, Cl6 Morainn, Dublin, 1962. 

Tomas O Neill and Padraig O Fian
nachta, De Valera I, Cl6 Morainn, 
Dublin, 1968. 

Tomas' 0 Neill and Padraig O Fian
nachta, De Valera II, Cl6 Morainn, 
Dublin, 1970. 

(T. P. O'Neill's collaborator, in the 
last two titles, Padraig O Fian
nachta, is a Kerryman). 

Can readers add to this list? 

0. Snoddy. 
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Six hundred 
years ago 

Appeal of the People of Carlow for 
Funds to Rebuild Town 

To you, Lord Justice and Council of 
our Lord the King of Ireland, the 
Commons of the town of Cathirlagh 
make known, that whereas now of 
late the said town, houses and all 
the corn and other goods were burn
ed, wasted and destroyed by McMor
ough, Okarroll and all the other Irish 
enemies of our said Lord the King 
of the parts of Leinster and Munster, 
so that they can in no wise as yet 
build in the said town, nor sustain 
the people there without aid, succour 
and relief from our said Lord the 
King, and besides this the said Com
mons, for the greater part, have gone 
from the said town to divers other 
parts, to the very great injury of the 
entire land of Ireland, and great com
fort of the said enemies, and those, 
who tarry there have it in mind to go 
and better themselves; wherefore the 
said Commons pray that ,it may please 
you, of your most noble lordship, to 
consider the above mentioned mis
chiefs, and grant them a sufficient 
allowance to rebuild the said town 
and mansions, in resistance to the 
said enemies, and in comfort to the 
lieges of our Lord the King; and this, 
as a work of charity, considering that 
the said town is the head and com
fort of Leinster; and besides, most 
noble Lords, that it may please you 
to give orders that the gates and bar
riers of the said town be repaired. 
Indorsement. 

Let the suppliants have of the trea
sure and by gift of the King twenty 
pounds, and let them be paid to Wil
liam Burton and Thomas Taillour of 
Cathirlagh to expend and divide, ac
cording to equity, amongst those who 
are willing to reinhabit the town 
there each in proportion to his bujd
ing, by the supervision of the Treas
urer and Barons of the Exchequer 
there, and thereon let there be made 
a writ of liberate in due form to the 
said Treasurer and Barons of the Ex
chequer in Ireland. 

Given the first day of November, 
the sixteenth year of our LGrd King 

Richard the Second. (1382). 

From a Roll of the Proceedings of 
the Kings Council in Ireland 1392-
1393. 
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News Round-up 1973 

SINCE LAST year's Round-Up three major changes have 
taken place in the country which cannot fail to affect us 
all in one way or another. On January 1st, Ireland for 
good or ill became European, and to mark this signal 
step our Urban Council planted nine trees in Hanover, a 
symbolic gesture which with luck could still be a remin
der centuries hence. Barely a month later on February 
6th, the 19th Dail was dissolved and on 2nd March a 
Coalition Government was formed with Mr. Liam Cos· 
grave as Taoiseach. Finally to complete the metamor
phosis, at the end of Mr. DeValera's second term of of
fice, Mr. Erskine Childers was elected President of Ire
land on 31st May. It seemed like the end of an era-we 
felt that the future would inevitably bring changes, and 
how right we were. Many of these are ameliorative, no
tably in the fields of Public Health and Social Services, 
Education and the Rating System. To offset these how
ever there is the ever rising cost of living which became 
most manifest after our entry into the Common Market. 
It is cold comfort to be told that this is a world-wide 
phenomenon-the majority of us, less well-educated poli
tically will continue to blame the Common Market and 
yearn for the days of isolation. 

Towards the end of last year Carlow Gardai celebra
ted the SOth Anniversary of the arrival of the Force in 
the town. The party. was enhanced by the presence of 
some of the original body still hale and hearty and, one 
would imagine, well stocked with reminiscences of 
those old days. To all of them, young and old, we of
fer congratulations and hope they may never have to do 
anything more combative than guard the peace of Car
low. 

The perennial nightmare of the Engineering Depart
ment-water shortage-struck again last Autumn. After an 
abnormally dry September and October Killeshin reser
voir was practically empty and we were depending on 
the Burrin Scheme for our meagre supply. A loud-hailer 
through the town advised us of the serious situation, 
and the very idea of baths became bad citizenship. At 
last the heavy rains of mid-October came to our res
cue and normality was restored. The experience does un
derline however t:he- necessity for an improved water 
scheme, and incidentally a new sewage plant, if the Car
low Development Plan is to be implemented. The mag
nitude of the Urban Council's overdraft-well over £1 
million-indicates the kind of expenditure the upkeep of 
a town involves, and the prospect of another million or 
more is daunting, but these are bare essentials if Car
low is to fulfil its potential. 

In Dublin St. at present a fine building stands vac
ant, the premises of the one-time Provincial Bank of Ire
land. Opened in 1901, it closed its doors this year un
der the AIB's rationalisation policy, and its staff moved 
to the Munster & Leinster branch in Tullow St. It is an 
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interesting fact that during the building of the Provin
cial, traces of the ancient town wall were discovered at 
the rere. With sad surmise one wonders how they were 
dealt with. 

On 1st May, His Lordship the Bishop, in the presence 
of a large crowd, turned the first sod and blessed the 
site of the Church of St. Joseph, off Brownshill Rd. At 
that time it was hoped that the church which is being 
built by an entirely new method, would be completed by 
the end of the year. Unfortunately, however, a world 
shortage of tensile steel has held up the work for sev
eral months, and at time of writing this is still overdue. 
The new Church should do much to relieve the space 
problems at the Cathedral where 8,000 people are cater
ed for in a space designed for a few hundred. 

The Spanish Ambassador, H. E. Joanquin Juste paid 
a visit to Carlow in May to see the Armer Beet Harves
ters being built by the Sugar Company for Spanish far
mers. It came as a surprise to learn that the first con
signment shipped was worth £30,000 and that a second 
similar order was to be exported in July. Since contin
ental Europe grows almost 10 times as much beet as Ire
land and England it seems there should be a good mar
ket for the Sugar Company machines, with its conse
quent effect in the Gross National Product. Early in the 
year Transcriptors Ltd., an English company manufactur
ing hi-fi equipment, started production on the Industrial 
Estate, attracted, said the Managing Director, "by the 
space and the workers". The work force will be small at 
first but will include a training programme. 

Hopes were high in the Spring that the projected Ag
fa-Gavaert factory to employ 1,700 workers would, by 
vigorous campaigning and a lot of luck be sited in Ire
land, and preferably in Carlow, where there has been a 
drop in employment in Erin Foods, the Sugar Factory 
and other works. Alas, in spite of the best efforts of the 
IDA, and the hard work of local bodies the cards were 
against us and the factory went to Portugal. 

Our luck changed in August however with the wel
come news of the proposed setting-up here of a plant for 
the making of precision tools etc. by Liipple, a major 
German company. There will be openings for highly
skilled and skilled craftsmen and workers of many other 
types, and a training programme will operate. 

At the present moment hopes are high that next year 
another factory, a German subsidiary of the Gillette Cor
poration, may be established here-all in all a promise 
of several hundred jobs. Hopefully we see in these the 
first local fruits of the work being done in the Regional 
College and in the workshops of AnCo. Considering the 
regrettable loss of jobs in this whole area over the last 
few years one hopes that these new industries will 
be the forerunner of many others. 

At long last Carlow County Council has achieved the 
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satisfaction of gathering together its constituent parts 
under one roof-and a very fine roof it is. The new of
fices on the Athy Road were opened in May and will be 
occupied by staff of all the sections hitherto to be 
found here, there and elsewhere in the town. This make
do accommodation was hardly compatible with the im
portant work officials have to do, and was extremely 
inconvenient for the public. Perhaps now that the "Old 
Tech" in Dublin St. has been vacated, our Co. Library 
will at last find a permanent home. The Council Chamber 
in the Town Hall is a pleasant stop-gap but besides 
being inadequate in space it conveys a feeling of imper
manence, almost of imminent eviction. Already a new 
tenant is waiting to move in, when and if the Library 
moves out. 

Mention of the "Old Tech" brings to mind an item 
from the Nationalist, 6 May, 1916, unearthed in the 
search for Museum material. It reads: 

To Be Let or Sold 

"The commanding site occupied by the ASSEMBLY 
ROOM. The building as it stands is imposingly design
ed in the style of the classic revival of the eighteenth 
century, characteristic of Irish public buildings of that 
date; and the facade with its flights of seven massive 
steps at the main entrance, and the east window fac
ing Dublin Street gives importance and architectural in
terest to the edifice. The interior which has been used 
for many years for public entertainments would need 
reconstruction for any other purpose. The landlord is 
in a position to carry out such reconstruction or repair 
for the purposes of a desirable permanent tenant .... 
The situation of the Assembly Rooms is spacious 
and handsome and well worth consideration by man
ufacturing concerns, municipal or educational authori
ties, theatre or factory projectors, or for any purpose 
requiring a handsome building and good approach." 

It is interesting to recall that at that time the accom
modating landlord was George Bernard Shaw who in 
1918 made a gift of that and other property to be ap
plied to the cultural advancement of the Carlow people. 

The children of Carlow had fun at Easter. They were 
introduced to activities which they might never have 
sampled but for the interest and hard work of a number 
of organisers who believe that a busy child is a happy 
child. Helped also by the generosity and goodwill of the 
many owners whose premises and accommodation were 
freely lent, the five to seventeen year olds, over 1,000 in 
number. were able to have a go at art, crafts, gymnas
tics, outdoor games and athletics, chess, billiards, etc. 
under the kindly eye of experts. Their art work exhibit
ed later in Haddens showed how productive such a pro
gramme could be, and the page of photographs taken 
during progress exposed a wealth of concentration and 
happiness. Both children and parents must surely be 
looking forward to a repetition next Easter. 

In these days when protection of the environment is 
seen to be so necessary, the news of any process which 
involves making use of rubbish is welcome tidings. 
Messrs. Duffy, the wholesale bottling firm iti. Carlow, are 
undertaking such a project in Ardfinnan. Here waste 
glass will be recycled into fibre glass insulation mat-

erial. One realises of course that bottling plants, dairies, 
etc. will be the main suppliers of the broken glass, but 
is there a hope that eventually there might exist depots 
where the bottles which so often litter our streets, hedge
rows and beaches would be received and more gainfully 
used. If the idea could be extended to the disposal of old 
tins the countryside would benefit considerably. 

The residents in the vicinity of Green Lane and Rath
napish, and the parents of all school children in the 
area began a struggle for existence last Autumn when 
the construction of the new ring road reached those 
parts. This entailed excavation to a depth of 4 or 5 
feet and other consequent operations. This state of af
fairs, combined with constant traffic of beet lorries, cars 
and road-making machinery and the absence of footpaths 
produced a state of chaos in which children were cer
tainly at great risk, and with three large schools invol
ved it was a hazardous matter for children to get 
through on their own. The Residents' Associations kept 
up an unremitting battle, and happily there was no maj
or incident. Months later Green Lane lower is practically 
finished, widened and supplied with footpaths, but its 
upper end out of town is still in the hands of the road
makers. 

A major job is in hand too on the Dublin Road where 
a link road is being constructed to connect with Athy 
Road. This in effect will make an island of the Court
house and it is thought that traffic might be helped by 
using it as a roundabout. The suggestion that the 
Courthouse railings should be removed however met with 
vigorous opposition from conservationists. Other less no
table railings in the vicinity are to disappe,ar. In the in
terests of road safety the Dublin Rd.-Station Rd. corner 
of the Christian Brothers' wall is to be lowered to give 
visibility. This move is long overdue. 

There are big changes in Barrack St. where the walls of 
the Sacred Heart Home, once the,Military Barracks, have 
been lowered to reveal a new single-story building de
signed to house old people who do not need hospitalisa-

• tion. It consists of 40 bedrooms, a common sittingroom, 
dining room and oratory Here the residents will have 
complete freedom and some responsibility for the care 
of their own quarters, with attention when necessary 
from two nurses assigned to the building. The idea, 
while not the full answer to geriatric requirements has 
been enthusiastically praised by those most interested in 
the welfare of the aged. 

By all accounts the Regional College is functioning 
to capacity and no doubt the variety of its regular cour
ses is designed to satisfy the most ambitious student. 
But the list of subjects to be examined in a mini
course entitled Everyday Science is remarkable in its 
comprehension. There you can become informed on sub
jects as diverse as gambling and gardening, dieting and 
soil-analysis, food codes and radio-activity and why the 
car won't start on a cold morning. This is an evening 
course conducted by Dr. Cawley, Head of the Science 
Dept. It sounds a pleasant way to extend the boundar
ies of knowledge. 

A worthwhile project is on foot to provide a children's 
playground in the town park. Time was when this was 
an attractive place for young and old, but with the ab
sence of a caretaker it began an inevitable decline, and 
its doom as a park was sealed with the opening of the 
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swimming pool. However the two amemues are not in
compatible, and when as it is hoped, the site is land
scaped and provided with recreational equipment it should 
be a park to be proud of. The plan is the brainchild of 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce, and their coming ap
peal for some of the necessary funds and help deserves 
a generous response. 

As usual Carlow did not figure highly in the Tidy 
Towns Competition, but the judges' remarks carried a 
certain amount of consolation. It appeared to them that 
our vacant sites, derelict buildings and bulldozed areas 
are due to the expansion and renewal of the town and 
that these scars should be healed in the course of 
time. They were critical of the appearance of the old 
Post Office and of the Market Cross, the heart of the 
town, and they regretted that the Castle, a focal point, 
appeared to be inaccessible. With the judges one can but 
hope that time will work wonders on all our eyesores, 
and they are many. 

Housing is still a priority both with the Council and 
the private builder. An important Urban scheme in Pau
pish met with some setbacks during this year but is at 
last completed, and all of its 196 houses should by 
now be in the possession of the tenants. In the grounds 
of St. Dympna's a large Maternity Hospital and Nurses' 
Home is nearing completion while across the wall, in 
the grounds of the Parochial House the new Bishop's 
residence is well advanced. A private building scheme is 
under way in the grounds of Braganza on the Athy Rd. 
-and as has been usual now for years, every road lead
ing into the town has its complement of new houses 
and bungalows, seeming almost to have sprung up over
night. Surely Carlow is a fast expanding town. It seems 
incredible that one has read somewhere that its popula-
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SOCIETY OLD CARLOW 
FRIENDS OF THE 

PROJECT MUSEUM 

To/S. O'Leary, Hon. Sec., Montgomery St., 
Carlow. 

tion growth is not as great as that of other similar 
towns. 

A feeling of shock and disbelief was the first reaction in 
January to the grievous news that young Fr. Brendan 
Carbery and his friend and fellow-teacher Charlie O'Boyle 
were dead following a car accident near Portlaoise. Their 
total involvement in the good of the town especially as 
it concerned the young, brought a heavy sense of loss
no one who even knew of them could be left untouched 
by the tragedy. Massive crowds representing all classes 
and creeds attended the Requiem Masses and funerals 
in an attempt to express a great sorrow and a sad con
viction that we can ill afford the loss of the good, the 
young an'd" the needed. One thing is certain they will be 
long remembered in gratitude for their contribution to 
our welfare during their short span of life. 

From castle and cottage, from farm and shop, from hou
ses whose kitchens have gone modern and whose dairies 
are now disused, the relics of another age are pouring in 
to begin a new era of usefulness in what will soon be 
the County Carlow Museum. For many years it has been 
the aim of the Old Carlow Society to provide a home for 
the rapidly disappearing reminders of an older and sim
pler way of life, and in this year of 1973 that hope has 
at last taken shape in the ground floor rooms of what 
was formerly the Academy in College St. when its doors 
are officially opened it will be the repository of much 
local history, perhaps a nostalgic place for the older 
and an informative place for the young. In an age such 
as ours, we must have growth, scientific innovation and 
improved methods or we perish. But it would be fool
ish, with all our sophistication and intelligence to for
get the ladder by which we ascended. Here in our Mus
eum we may be able to help you to remember. 

NOVEMBER 1973. 

Be,ing an enthusiastic admirer of the Society's 

effort to establish a Museum in Carlow and 

which is now realised. I hereby donate the 

sum of £ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . towards the cost. 

Name .................................................. . 

Address 

or 

I wish to donate the following Article (s) 

for exhibition in the Museum. 

Name .................................................. . 

Address ............................................... . 
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MUSICAL EVENINGS 
ON 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY 
WITH PIANO AND ORGAN ENTERTAINMENT - SEATING CAPACITY NOW DOUBLED 

COUNTY CARLOW'S OLDEST SINGING LOUNGE 

SMYTHS OF NEWTOWN 
OLD WORLD ATMOSPHERE 

The Staff and Pupils of 

Presentation Secondary 

School, Carlow 

wish continued success to Carloviana 
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Secretary's Report 
FOR THE YEAR 1972-'73 

MUSEUM FOR CARLOW: 
For the Old Carlow Society, 1973 will always be re

membered as the year when hopes, entertained for more 
than a quarter of a century, of a Museum for Co. Car
low at last materialised. 

Early in January we acquired the whole building-three 
spacious rooms-formerly known as The Academy in Col
lege Street. During the year the interior has been paint
ed in very pleasing colours. Various alterations have been 
made to make the building suitable as a Museum. Sev
eral people have given fine show cases and hundreds of 
exhibits have been received on loan or otherwise. These 
are now suitably displayed for the opening which took 
place on Sunday, 2nd December, 1973. Great credit is 
due to Messrs. S. Murphy, K. Kennedy, M. Dooley, P. 
Purcell and A. Burns who gave so much of their time 
to put the premises in order and to Mrs. B. FitzMaurice 
and Miss Iona Macleod who had the task of catalogu
ing, labelling and numbering the exhibits. 

Essentially this is a folk-museum and visitors will see 
various objects in use in by-gone days. Modern life is 
so swift that people are apt to forget what implements 
were used 50 or 100 years ago. For coming generations 
it is most important to preserve articles in use at the 
beginning of this century. We appeal to people who 
have any objects associated with old times in Co. Car
low to present or lend them to the Museum. When they 
visit the Museum they will see the type of articles that 
we are anxious to get. We wish that in the premises in 
College Street people will get a complete picture of the 
social life in Co. Carlow in former times. 

GOOD ATTENDANCE 
Although the Museum was the chief business of the 

Society during the year the ordinary activities were not 
neglected. For the Winter Lectures we had full attend
ances and the Summer Outings were equally well sup
ported. 

HOLY WELLS IN CO. CARLOW: 
On 26 October, 1972 Mr. Pat Hunt, Tullow, gave a 

most interesting talk on "The Holy Wells of Co. Car
low". Introducing his subject Mr. Hunt told of the spec
ial reverence given to water by people civilised and un
civilised, Pagan and Christian. Then he selected ten 
well-known holy wells in the county and gave a brief 
history of each with the traditions and customs assoc
iated with them. 

HACKETSTOWN IN 1978 
On 23 November, 1972, An tAthair Peadar MacSuibhne 

gave a talk entitled "Hacketstown in 1798". He gave a 
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detailed account of the various happenings in the eas
tern part of the county during the '98 Rising. It was 
obvious that an t-Athair Peadar had gone to infinite 
trouble to find out the names and activities of those 
who figured during the fighting in that district. 

LEIGHLINBRIDGE: 
On 14 December, 1972, Mr. Victor Hadden who has 

so often thrilled us with his magnificent talks gave us 
the history of Leighlinbridge. In his opinion the Bridge at 
Leighlin was the most important place in Ireland from 
the 12th to the 15th century as it was there the Royal 
Road from Dublin to the South crossed the Barrow. With 
a series of large, well drawn maps and coloured slides 
Mr. Hadden gave us an electrifying account of those 
troublesome times. He gave us colourful descriptions of 
the men who wielded power in that area during these 
centuries. 

NELLIE WALSH: 
On 24 January, 1973, new ground was broken when 

Miss Nellie Walsh, the popular ballad singer from Wex
ford gave a delightful recital of 36 songs. Preceding 
each song she gave an explanation of its background and 
variations which were to be found in different districts. 
We were charmed with the purity and sweetness of 
Nellie's voice and the clarity of her diction. After the 
recital a lovely tea was served by the Ladies Committee. 
It was the unanimous opinion that the night was one 
of the most enjoyable which the Society had, and was 
a delightful substitute for the Annual Dinner, attendance 
at which had been steadily dropping year by year and 
which, for this reason, had not been held this year. 

MEDIEVAL CARLOW: 
On 16 February, 1973, the well-known historian and 

lecturer Professor Jocelyn Otway-Ruthven, Lecky Profes
sor of History in T.C.D. gave a most instructive talk en
titled "Medieval Carlow." It was very obvious that she 
had a very deep and scientific knowledge of the history 
of Carlow at that period. She gave historical facts that 
could be substantiated-there was no legend or hearsay in 
her discourse. 

THE IRISH IN BORDEAUX: 
On 29 March, '73, Miss Nora O'Sullivan, a friend and 

co-worker of Dr. Eoin (Pope) O'Mahony gave us an ac
count of their researches of Irish exiles who settled in 
Bordeaux at various periods. Illustrated by beautiful 
slides and interspersed with humorous ancedotes of The 
Pope her talk was really delightful. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : 

The A.G.M. was held on Thursday 12 April, 1973, and 
was well attended. In his address Chairman, Alec Burns, 
said that the Society was going from strength to strength. 
He recalled that when the 0.C.S. was founded in 1946 
people said it would only last for a year or so. These 
prophets were wrong as now in its 28th year the Soc
iety was more flourishing than ever. He said it was 
gratifying that at long last suitable premises had been 
obtained to start a Museum. He hoped that members 
would bring in plenty of exhibits now that there was a 
place to display them. Mr. Burns said he would like to 
see more of the young people joining the Society as they 
would have to continue the work in the years to come. 

Hon. Secretary, Sean O'Leary, gave details of the var
ious activities of the Society since the last A.G.M. He 
said it was very gratifying how splendidly the members 
and their friends supported the outings and. the lectures. 

Treasurer, Mr. T. Smyth, gave the financial position 
of the Society which continued to be very sound. Mr. 
Smyth said that as a result of increased charges for ad· 
vertisements that sales of Carloviana showed a slight 
profit-the first for some years. 

Editor, Mr. E. Brophy, said the cost of Carloviana 
continued to increase and he was afraid it might be nec
essary to raise its price still further. He said he would 
like if more members submitted articles for the Journal 
as there was a danger of the "barrel running dry". Sev· 
era! members complimented Mr. Brophy on the excellence 
of the 1972 edition. 

A suggestion to change the name of the Society from 
The Old Carlow Society to The Carlow Historical and 
Archaeological Society was discussed. It was said that 
the present name gave the impression that the Society 
was only for senior citizens and so was not an attraction 
for the younger generation. After a full discussion it 
was decided on a vote of 21 to 7 to retain the present 
name. 

Various suggesticns were given for the Summer Out
ings to be considered by the Committee. 

The .Officers and Committee elected are on another 
page. 

At the A.G.M. it was suggested that as the outing to 
North Wales in 1971 was so successful that this year 
we should go to Liverpool and district. However, it was 
found that the numbers prepared to go were not suffic
ient to . make it a viable proposition and the idea had 
to be dropped. 

WATERFORD: 

Accordingly the Annual Outing on Sunday 17 June, 
1973 was to County Waterford. Mr. Frank Heylin, who 
in August 1972 conducted the O.C.S. around Waterford 
City and the district southwards to Check Point noVI 
took us to Tramore, thence by the beautiful coast road 
to Dungarvan, then to Ardmore and the Cistercian Mon
astery of Mount Melleray returning by a breath-taking 
Vee Drive to Clonmel. Mr. Heylin is a marvellous guide. 
He has an immense knowledge of the history of Co. 
Waterford. His wonderful command of language and his 
great sense of humour made the outing most enjoyable. 
The only pity was that there was so much to be seen 

and Mr. Heylin had such a wealth of information to im
part that it was difficult to get all in. As the weather 
was ideal we all enjoyed our outing to Co. Waterford. 

CASHEL AND DISTRICT: 

The second outing was on Sunday 15 July to Cashel, 
Holycross and Kilcooley. Unfortunately St. Swithin was 
most' unkind and torrential rain fell for most of the af
ternoon causing a change in plans. 

At Cashel it was even too wet for the local guides to 
come down from the Rock to the coach and our Chair
man had to read an account of Cashel of the Kings 
from a book that Mrs. M. Pender had providentially 
brought with her. At Holycross Rev. W. J. Hayes con
ducted the party through the historic abbey giving its 
history and detailing the restorations that had been done 
during recent years. The visitors were very impressed 
with the work that had been accomplished. After tea in 
Thurles the party proceeded to Kilcooley where Very Rev. 
Fr. Lambe, P.P., gave an interesting discourse on its fam
ous Abbey. As the evening was so inclement Fr. Lambe 
invited the party to re-visit Kilcooley at a future date as 
there was much more to be seen than he had been 
able to show that day. 

FOREST WALK: 

On Sunday the 19 August our members had a new 
type of outing-A Forest Walk-in the woods in Emo, 
and it proved to be most enjoyable and instructive. A 
very courteous official of the Department of Lands con
ducted the party through the woods. 

With expert knowledge he described the various trees 
and shrubs, the type of soil and care they required, the 
length of time taken to obtain their present size, the 
methods adopted to thin out woods to improve the 
growth of the remaining trees, the commercial value of 
different trees etc. etc. !t was really illuminating to hear 
the amount of lore to be got in a short walk through a 
wood. 

EMO: 

Emo Court was then visited and the owner, Mr. 
Cholmeley Harrison, gave a short history of the beauti
ful mansion and conducted the party around the grounds 
and the really magnificent gardens which were particul
arly admired by the ladies of the party. Mr. Harrison in
vited the members to re-visit Emo Court in 2 or 3 years 
time as he intends to carry out a big scheme of im
provements to the house and grounds. After tea in 
Montague Hotel Mr. William Kelly, O.C.S. read a paper 
on the history of Emo and was accorded a hearty vote 
of thanks for a very interesting account of the area. 

In September An t-Athair Peadar MacSuibhne was to 
have conducted us along the route traversed by Fr. 
John Murphy's men from Wexford to and from Castle
comer in 1798. However, Fr. Swayne was away on Par
ochial Work in England and so the outing had to be 
postponed until next year. 

THE KINGS AND KINGDOM OF THE KAVANAGHS: 

A fortnight ago on 18 October, 1973, to a crowded 
house, Mr. Victor Hadden gave us our first talk of the 
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Winter Session. He dealt in his own inimitable style 
with his favourite topic-"The Kings and Kingdom of the 
Kavanaghs". Mr. Hadden has apparently an unlimited 
amount of information about the people who lived in 
South Leinster in the years following the Norman In
vasion and he has the happy knack of making his listen
ers as interested as he is himself in the activities. of 
the people in those far-off days. 

In conclusion I should like to thank "The Nationalist" 
for keeping, not only the Carlow Area, but the world at 
large in touch with th~ activities of the O.C.S., The Nat
ional Foresters for giving us the use of their fine hall 
and a special word of thanks to Mr. Frank Hutton who 
ensures that our members are at all times most comfor
table when attending lectures and meetings. 

·.~ 

OUR LONDON LETTER ... 

(Written specially for the Carlow 
Sentinel) 

London, Wednesday Evening, May 8th 

Saturday morning in Covent Gar
den presents a sight worth seeing. 
The business of the week seems to 
have grown to such a pitch of bus
tle and fuss that one would suppose 
nothing short of an approaching siege 
was expected, such extraordinary 
qualities of fruit and vegetables and 
floral commodities are brought in 
and disposed of on these mornings. 
Flora and Pomona have their votar
ies in London as elsewhere, and all 
tastes are here to be satisfied, from 
the penny bunch of violets patronis
ed by the cabman, to the bouquet 
of rare exotics, thrown to the prima 
donna of the opera. Any stranger in 
London coming suddenly on this 
scene would wonder at the curious 
square, with its queer mass of build
ings in the centre, which convey at 
first sight no distinct idea of form. 
But there is a kind of plan, notwith
standing. The principal Thoroughfare 
is a covered arcade, with shops on 
either side. Parallel to the arcade and 
outside are colonnades, and another 
colonnade at the east side of the 
building. Over the latter are conser
vatories, and the outworks to this 
curious hodgepodge consist of rows of 
huge vans filled with hampers, and 
booths of orange women and flower 
girls, selling their wares with the 
greatest alacrity. Between the colon
nades and the arcade the great bus
iness of the masses is transacted. 
Here enormous umbrellas are planted 
in the g1ound (like some overgrown 
fungus), under which accounts are 
balanced and bargains driven, thus af
fording shelter from bad weather and 

, a snug spot. for. a gossip if business 
. grows . flat. An9 . as· the morning . 
· wears on, and as the sun rises to 

the meridian, the fashionable world 
also turn out and play the drcne in 
this hive of bees. Broughams and 
Llandaus are to be seen depositing 
their burdens at the entrance to the 
Covent (or Convent as it used to be 
called) Garden, and then driving away 
to take their place in the ranks, 
while the unwilling footmen attend 
their mistresses inside to carry back 
the spoils of the fruiterer or the flo
rist, notwithstanding the late protests 
made at Dundee and elsewhere by 
his suffering fellowservants. 

There was a dreadful thunderstorm 
here yesterday, which brought with it 
rain and wind to a very unpleasant 
extent. No great damage was done, 
and the lightning played furtively with 
the telegraph wires, thereby occasion
ing considerable annoyance to the 
fire brigade, whose bells were rung 
during the night, and in consequence 
had to be constantly on the alert. 
As firemen, however, never sleep, it 
can scarcely be said to have disturb
ed their rest. 

The good people of Carlow know 
not a want which is now very great
ly felt in London, namely, of 
good milk; nor judging by the stat
istics of drunkenness given in a late 
number of thr SENTINEL, do thev 
confine themselves sufficiently to tha't 
wholesome beverage. The special or
gan of the milk trade disclosed a 
few days back a very sad condition 
of the milk supply in London. Act
ually out of nineteen dairymen one 
vendor of genuine milk only was dis
covered. The consequences soon will 
be, I greatly fear, that people will be
gin to take a drop of something else 
in their tea, which will soon bring 
them under that glorious Act, which 
is such a satire on the nation- the 
Habitual Drunkard's Act. Let u~ hope 
that Carlow will not continue to af· 
ford so bad an example in drunken
ness to the world, as they have not 

31st October, 1973. 

really even the bad excuse of having 
no milk. 

TO THE EDITOR of the CARLOW 
SENTINEL. 

Sir,-Referring to report in your 
last issue of proceedings of Town 
Commissioners, I leave it in the 
hands of the gentlemen who propos
ed and seconded the resolution about 
the receipts without blocks to set the 
matter right. 

In reference to the slow collection 
of rates, on the· 18th January last, I 
received a rate book containing one 
hundred and sixty nine errors in rat
ing. Being advised that I was tread
ing on ticklish grounds, I brought 
the matter under notice of Commis
sioners, and on 17th February hand
ed in my resignation as collector to 
Chairman, who in the most courtous 
manner declined to receive same, and 
gave immediate directions to have the 
rate book revised. This order was par
tially carried out on 29th March, 
from the 26th of which month to the 
11th April, I was left without block 
receipt book on which to collect the 
rates, and it was in the interim the 
eight receipt forms which never had 
blocks, were handed me by Town 
Clerk, in order to settle with par
ties leaving and proceeded against, 
and the issued portion of which re
ceipts were immediately reported to 
Clerk and Commissioners. Constitu
ted as the Commission now is it's 
an honour to serve them in any cap
acity, which I hope to do to the best 
of my ability; but there are 
times when a party is reluc
tantly compelled to put the saddle on 
the right horse. 

RICHARD MITCHELL, 
Borough Rate . Collector 

9th May, 1872. . 

~--------------------------------------------



THE CARLOW SENTINEL 
CONSERVATIVE SOCIETY-TUESDAY 

Honorable R. Plunkett in the Chair. 

After some· preliminary matter of no great moment, 
Mr. Boyton submitted to the meeting the impropriety 
of adjoining to a period when that Society might be pro
claimed down· by law. I fully agree (said the Reverend 
Gentleman) with the Committee in opinion, that we our
selves are placed in a difficult and trying situation; but 
I think this Society may be placed in still more embar
rassing circumstances when we take the public into con
sideration-I mean in knowing what line of conduct to 
adopt with reference to the great body of Protestant 
Society in Ireland. Although it may be a matter of 
great convenience, of satisfaction, of the riddance of re
sponsibility, that this Society should be enabled to ad
journ without taking any part in reference to the very 
remarkable proceedings of last week, yet we have a 
duty to discharge to the public and the country which 
obliges us not to consider what may contribute to our 
own convenience as a body, but what is necessary and 
useful both to them and the country.- (Hear.). There has 

This is a Copy of a letter from; Queen Elizabeth to Sir 
Henry Sidney Lord Deputy of Ireland. Concerning the 
Castle in Leighlinbridge 

Right trusty and welbelcved we greete you well. Where 
cur trusty and welbeloved servant Sir Petre Carew, 
Knight, hath recevid the Barony of Hydrone (!drone) in 
that our realme of Irland. as his inheritance, and that 
considering his absence from thence, he is necessarily oc
casionid to appoint some as atturneys for him, to have 
regard to the maintenance of his possession thereof, for 
as much as it is apparant, that the planting of our Eng
lish good subjects there is very profitable for the regi
ment of that realme. and that he is a person, that hath 
alwayes deservid favor, in his just and reasonable caw
ses. we have thought it good at his humble request, to 
will that now in his absence from thence, such as he 
shall lawfully constitute his deputyes in this behalf may 
be assisted with all favorable directions through your 
meanes, as farre furthe as may be agreeable tojustice, 
and the lawes of our realme 

Andwhere also the said Sir Petre Carew hath made 
furder humble sute that where he hath kept our castell 
of Laughlyn (Leighlinbridge) the spaceof one yere and 
three quarters by your order, and at his owne charge, as 
he saith, he might have either an estate therof 
with certain lands to the yerely valew of £10. 6. 8d in 
fee simple to him and to his heirs, or ells to be dis
chargid therof with consideration for his charge whilest he 
kept it,we understandingby the opinion of certain of 
our Counsell how unmeete it is that the said Castell 
shuld be severid from our crowne, being a pli.!,ce. specially 
chosen and forefyed heertofore jpon the first eviction 
of Lesse (Laois) and Offaly and always thought meete 

been but one post received since His Majesty's Minis
ter's spoke of the measures they intend introducing for 
the pacification of Ireland, and I think we should await 
the arrival of another post before we take any decisive 
step concerning those very remarkable proceedings. With 
regard to myself I have no hesitation in consenting to 
delay the discussion of those matters until Thursday. My 
mind, however, is perfectly made up, and I have no hes
itatioo in stating now, as I shall state upon another 
day, that the measures of His Majesty's Government are 
measures involving the fate of the country, and that 
their intended measure respecting church property is 
a direct violation of one of the fundamental articles of 
the Unon. (Loud cheers). It is a measure for the de
s traction of the Protestant Corporation Property-it is a 
measure for the extinction of the gentry of this country 
-it is a measure directed against the influence of rank, 
for the purpose of promoting the influence of numbers, 
and I maintain those opinions notwithstanding their sub
sequent act of coercion against the Catholics, whom 
they themselves have excited-(hear)-for it is an act in 
which I place no confidence. Who are to administer that 
act? 

to remayn at our commandment'we wold have you so to 
order the garding of the said castell from hensfurthe as 
neither we may be more charged therwith than reason 
wold, nor yet that the said Sir Petre be c:onstrayned to 
gard it upon his own pryvate charge, but that he may 
be reasonably recompensid for his charge passid as to 
ycur discretion for our service shall seeme meete. 

Lastly where he requireth that if he shall resume the 
castell of Laughlyn (Leighlinbridge) into our awne poss
ession. We wold be content to order that his lands in 
the Barony of Hydron (!drone) which now he hath or 
heerafter shall have may be free from cesses of all other 
soldiours than for such as he shall keepe for the gard of 
the said Barony and in consideration therof he will main
teyn the charge of ten Englishe horsmen at his proper 
charge to serve and attend upon such as we shall from 
tyme to tyme appoint to be Capten of Laughlyn (Leigh
lnbridge) hereof we have thought to referre the furder 
consideration to you requiring you according to the trust 
we reposid in you, to consider what is meetist for us and 
our service. And what is reasonable to accord unto for 
the behalf of the siad Sir Petre Carew, whose fidelitie 
to us of long tyme we have well provid and do well un
derstand his sufficiency and habilitie to serve us in any 
place eithe heere in this realme or there. Wisshing that 
we had such to commot the trust unto, that ascause may 
serve we readely wold commit to him. 

Yeuen under our signet at our manour of Oteland the 
last day of June 1570 in the xllth yere of our reign. 

From a volume of original state papers preserved in 
the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. (T.C.D.M.S. N.11 
Abbott's Catalogue No. 745) 
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OUR CHAIRMAN 
ANOTHER year has passed and still the Society goes 
from success to success despite the modern trend of 
counter attraction in the entertainment media through 
Radio, T.V., singing lounges, etc., however it speaks well 
for the fare we offer at our monthly meetings to say 
that rarely have we had less than a 90 per cent attend
ance, on one occasion we had such an overflow attend
ance that there wasn't even standing room. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1972-73 
The same goes for our summer outings which were 

fully availed of and universally enjoyed by all the 
members. Unfortunately we had to call off the Septem
ber outing which was to have traversed the route taken 
by the Wexford and South Carlow '98 men on their 
journey to and from Castlecomer, along the Slieve
Margy Ridge via Leighlin to Goresbridge and Borris cul
minating in the battle of Kilcumney and their escape 
back home through Scullogue Gap, the cancellation was 
due to the absence in England of V. Rev. P. Swayne, 
who was to have been the guide and principle speaker, 
next year we hope to take this outing, we hope that as 
a result of the publication, of the book on the particip
ation of the different parishes in the County Carlow in 
the '98 struggle that a new interest will be created 
among the members to participate in this outing. 

As your Chairman I was honoured by an invitation to 
be present at the Ard Fheis of the LC.A. held in the 
Reginal College during the summer, it was an ex
perience to see how well the meeting was conducted, a 
roving micro-phone was provided for speakers from the 
floor, the President and officers dealt very efficiently with 
any of the problems which were aired, it was indeed an 
exercise which might well be copied by some of our many 
organisations. 

As is usual during the passage of the years we Jose 
some of our dear friends through the hands of the Great 
Reaper this year, two of our oldest and best have pass-
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WRITES 
ed away, I refer to Dr. George Hadden Wexford, who al
ways took a paternal interest in our affairs and spoke 
to us on numerous summer outings. Michael Delaney, 
The Swan, who was an authority on the history and 
folklore of his native Leix and North Kilkenny, his great
est delight was in conducting us through Old Castles 
and ruins. Climbing to the top pointing out the different 
townslands admiring the terrain and then helping out 
with the picnic tea, preparations for which he would 
have personally made the evening before by going over 
the territory to be visited. May God, reward both, and 
all of you departed members and friends with eternal 
happiness. 

Our Museum has at last become a reality and by the 
time this issue goes to Press we hope to pave opened 
our doors. It may be a modest venture but in the years 
to come it will undoubtedly grow from strength to 
strength, being a Folk Museum, it has every chance as 
judging by the response for exhibits before we open 
we expect it to mushroom when the public see what an 
advantageous amenity it will be to Carlow. Hats off to 
the courageous few workers with whom I am proud to 
be associated and who gave so much time and material 
to make it a reality, God bless them. 

At the risk of being repetitive I must pay tribute to 
all who in any way assisted the Society during the year. 
Those who became "Friends of the Museum" in a prac
tical manner by donating a subscription which has help
ed in the preparatory work in no small way. 

Those who donated or gave exhibits on loan also 
those who have supported our Banker's order campaign 
which for £2 yearly free admission can be gained for 
you and your family for a whole year. Special tributes 
are also due to those who read and contributed papers 
for the Journal and finally thanks to our advertisers 
without whom no "Carloviana" could go to Press. 

We are most grateful to all. 

r'~----------------------------------------------· 
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Little, Carlow. 

Murphy, Lauri, Maryboro Street, 
Graiguecullen, Carlow. 

Murray, Aidan & Mrs. 25 Dublin 
Street, Carlow. 

Nicholl, V. & Mrs., Duckett's Grove, 
Carlow. 

Nolan B. & Mrs. Burrin Street, Car
low. 

Nolan, Miss Chrissie, Burrin Street, 
Carlow. 

Nolan, Mrs. Mary, Barrack Street, 
Carlow. 

O'Brien. Mr. & Mrs. T., Emerald 
Lodge, Green· Lane, Carlow. 

O'Farrell, Sean, St. Ita's, Blackrock, 
Co. Dublin. 

O'Hanlon, Mrs. A. 74, Green Road, 
Carlow. 

O'Hare, P. J. & Mrs. Rathellin, 
Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow. 

O'Keeffe, B. & Mrs. St. Killian's 
Crescent, Carlow. 

O'Keeffe, Miss Mary, St. Killian's 
Crescent, Carlow. 

O'Laoire, An t-Athair, Sean, S.O., 
Tig na Sagart, Ceatharloch. 

O'Leary, Maria, Montgomery Street, 
Carlow. 

O'Leary, Sean and Mrs. Montgomery 
Street, Carlow. 

Oliver, Miss B. Dublin Street, Carlow. 
Oliver, Sr. M., Presentation Convent, 

Carlow. .. 
Oliver, James & Mrs. "Carrig Rua", 

Kilkenny Road, Carlow. 
O'Neill, James, Castle Street, Carlow. 
O'Neill, Misses Leonie & Lucy, Bar

ack Street, Carlow. 
O'Neill, Miss Mary, 167 Colclough 

Avenue, Graiguecullen, Carlow. 
O'Neill, T. & Mrs., Granby Terrace, 

Carlow. 
O'Neill, Miss Mary, Granby Terrace, 

Carlow. 
O'Reilly, Mrs. B. "Fruithill", Carlow. 
Osborne, W. S. Bank of Ireland, Car

low. 
O'Shea, Sean, Tullow St., Carlow. 

O'Shea, Mrs. M. St. Patrick's Avenue, 
Carlow. 

O'Sullivan, Olan, N.T., c/o Brennans, 
· Market Square, Bunclody. 

Pack-Beresford, Commander, D.J., 
Fenagh House, Co. Carlow. 

Patricia, Sr. M. Presentation Convent, 
Carlow. 

Pender, Mrs. Helen, Russelstown, 
Palatine, Carlow. 

Pender, Mrs. M. Rainstown, Palatine, 
Carlow. 

Peter, Sr. M., Brigidine Convent, 
Tullow, Co. Carlow. 

Peters, Mrs. S. 41, Hyde Valley, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts, England. 
Phelan, Mrs. M., Kilkenny Archaeolog-

ical Society, College Road, Kil
kenny. 

Pierce, Denis, Vancouver. 
Presentation Convent, Carlow. 
Proctor, T. & Mrs. Ballickmoon, Oak 

Park. Carlow. 
Purcell, Pat, Quinagh, Carlow. 
Purcell, Michael, Jnr. Kennedy Street, 

Carlow. 

Ratusky, Mrs. J. Montgomery Street, 
Carlow. 

Reynolds, Miss K., 7, Governey Park, 
Graiguecullen, Carlow. 

Saywell, J. E. H. 41 Wilton Crescent, 
London, S.W.I. 

Shaw, Misses Nan & Kathleen, 130 
J.K.L., Avenue, Ca,rlow. 
Sheehan Miss E., 2, Salisbury Gardens, 

Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 
Sheehan, Miss K., N.T., Burrin Street, 

Carlow 
Sheehan. R. Morristown, N.J., U.S.A. 
Slater, Val., Rathnapish, Carlow. 
Smyth, Miss Mary, 2, Leinster Cres-

cent, Carlow. 
Smyth, Michael, Newtown, Nurney, 

Co. Carlow. 
Smyth. T. & Mrs. 2, Leinster Cres

cent, Carlow. 
Stafford. Eamon & Mrs. Maryboro' 

Street, Graiguecullen, Carlow. 
Sunderland, Miss Patricia, Centaur 

Street, Carlow. 

Treacy, Miss Eileen, College Street, 
Carlow. 

Waldon, Austin & Mrs. Frederick 
Avenue, Carlow. 
Wall, Miss B., Barrack Street, Carlow. 
Walsh, Mrs. P., Hanover, Carlow. 
Westman, James, "Dunluce", 23 

Green Road, Carlow. 
Woods, Ian 23, Springfield Drive, 

Carlow. 
Woods, James & Mrs. St. Killian's 

Crescent, Carlow. 
Woods, Kitty, Rainstown, Palatine, 

Carlow. 
Wright, Mr. W., The Cottage, Castle
dermot, Road, Tullow, Co. Carlow. 

" 
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CARLOW BAKERY 
COMPANY LTD. 

SEE OUR BEAUTIFUL DISPLAY OF 

CHRISTMAS CAKES 
Makers of Prize-winning Bread and Confectionery 

WEDDING CAKES A SPECIALITY 

DELIVERY DAILY 

ENJOY CHRISTMAS 
THIS YEAR 

IN OUR LUXURY 
LOUNGE BAR 

When Shopping Relax in 

OUR SNACK BAR 

Cigarettes, Chocolates, 
, Ices, Minerals, Etc. 

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A HAPPY 

CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

Tullow Street, Carlow 
Phone 41643 and 4124S 



Insist on 

Kellistown Fresh Eggs 
fresh daily from our farm 

Meaty, succulent chickens and fresh Eggs are sent out 

daily from BRENDAN BROPHY'S farm at Kellistown, Co. 
w 

Carlow. 

Trade Enquiries: 

SEAN O'HARA, SMITHFIELD, DUBLIN 

F. GROGAN, PEMBROKE, CARLOW 

Phone 774531 

Phone 41612 

NOLAN'S 
CHEMISTS 

FOR ALL HIGH-CLASS 
PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS 

* 
Manufacturers of the highest grade medicines. 
All the leading Brands of Ethical Pro
prietaries stocked. Local Agent for Helena 
Rubenstein's Famous Cosmetics. 

FILMS DEVELOPED AND PRINTED 

QUICK SERVICE BEST RESULTS 

E. J. Nolan 
M.P.S.I., Prop., 

1, DUBLIN ST., & 1, CASTLE ST., 

CARLOW Phone: 41680 

Hughes Brothers 
35 RIVERSIDE (;, COLLEGE ST. 

Carlow 
WORKS COLLEGE ST 

Memorials erected in 

Marble, Limestone 

and Granite 
ALL WORK CARRIED OUT UNDER 

PERSONAL SUPERVISION 

Designs & Quotations on Request 

PHONE 41437 
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L&N SUPERMARKET 
TULLOW ST., CARLOW 

FOR 

EASY PARKING AND EASY SHOPPING 
WITH 

FANTASTIC PRICES 

FREE CAR PARK 

FOR YOUR FRESH FRUIT 

AND VEGETABLES 

P. DOOLEY 

WHOLESALE FRUIT MERCHANT 

CARLOW 

Phone Carlow 41469 

WE DELIVER DAILY 

:-: :-: PHONE 41263 

I - -- - - - - -- - 1 
! E. Haughney 

& Son 
Tel: 41367 

Best House Coal, 

Anthracite, Machine 

Turf & Briquettes 

Always in Stock 

8 to 9 Tons Lorry Loads of 
Machine Turf & Briquettes 

at cheap _rates 



South East School 
of Motoring 

DUAL CONTROLS :-: EXPERT INSTRUCTIONS 

Phone: Carlow 41169 - Gorey 21373 

Hugh Coogan 
Ex-Tester 

St. Joseph's, Rathnapish, Carlow 

DOOLEYS 
,FOR YOUR HIGH-CLASS FRUIT, SWEETS, 

' -

CHOCOLATES, CIGARETTES AND BOOKS 

. ' '!, ::, 

62 TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 



We are here in Governey Square, Carlow, 15 years this Autumn 
and have endeavoured to carry out our duties as Pharmacists to 
the best of our ability. It is difficult to please all the people all 
the time, but we try and will continue to do so in future years. 
We are stocked to compound all prescriptions and are carrying 
the comprehensive stock of Veterinary Preparations including 
Purina dog foods. In the cosmetic field we are agents for Ellen 

Betrix, German preparations. 

AYLMERS 
Leix Pharmacy, Governey Square, Carlow 

Phone (0503) 41341 

CARLOW 
41257 

Michael Doyle 

* 
Grocery and Provisions 

General Hardware 

Wallpaper and Paints 

* 
THE SHAMROCK 

71 TULLOW STREET 

CARLOW 
Telephone Carlow 41847 



STATHAM (Carlow) LTD. 
MAIN FORD & FORDSON DEALERS 

CARLOW 
COUR MOTTO) 

100 per cent. SERVICE. 100 per cent. SATISFACTION 

Telephone 41665 (2 lines) 

I-SUTTONS 
SUPERMARKET 

CASTLE ST., CARLOW 

GROCERY PROVISIONS 
HARDWARE 

AT THE TOP FOR QUALITY 

AT THE BOTTOM FOR PRICE 

TOP 
HOP 
AVE 

AT 
UTTONS 

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN THE URBAN AREA 
Phone 41653 

Ring 41123 and have all your 

Dairy Produce delivered daily 

LEIX 
... ~::'°" 1 DAIRY 

Cream 

CASTLE ST. 

CARLOW 

Baking 

Milk, 

Fresh 

Farm Eggs 

and Butter 

WE SERVE THE BEST WITH 

THE BEST 
' ' -



Shop around at leisure where shopping 

is a pleasure · and always has been 
. we were selling since 

Boys Tweed Suits at 3/6 to 12/6 each 

Youths ''Do" 10/8 to 25/· 

Mens '
1Do" 16/8 to 48/-

We have just as good value today at todays 

pnces 

HAD DENS 
DEPARTMENT STORES 

·FINEGAN'S 
Lounge Bar 

TULLOW STREET 

and 
POTATO MARKET 

Renowned For Excellence 

OFF LICENCE A 

SPECIALITY 

CARLOW 

We are now stockists of 

T\VEED 
Perfumes, Talc & Toilet 

Preparations by Lentheric 

Also 

Morny, Max Factor, Coty & 

Number Seven 

FOLEY'S 
MEDICAL HALL LTD. 

66, TULLOW ST., 

CARLOW-Phone: 41519 



EASIER FEEDING 
HEALTHIER STOCK 

BETTER PROFIT 

By using 

BARO MIL 
Compound Feeding Stuffs 

I For best drinks and 

I 
luxurious surroundings 

come to 

* 

STONEHAVEN 
Prop. T. CLERKIN 

... Tops in Quality 

<::ARPENfERS take over all the trying 
details of funerals from Relatives and Ex
ecutors. Let us quote for "all-in" arrange-

ments including 

CEMETERY NEWSPAPERS 

WREATHS, MEMORY CARDS, 
ETC. 

For the finest and most economical service 
in the county, telephone, call or write to: 

CARPENTER BROS. 
.FUNERAL UNDERTAKERS 

BARRACK STREET, CARLOW 

.LUXURY LOUNGE BAilt 



BUILDERS 
CARLOW 

TELEPHONE 41208 

ATHY 
TELEPHONE 21317 

CONTRACTORS 

--~-----~~--~ -~~-~------~--~ 



An Old Carlow Industry 

CARLO ORANGE CARLO LEMON 

LEMONADE INERA LEMON 
FLAVOURED 

SODA 

DRY GINGER ATER STONE BEER 
ALE 

GRAPE FRUIT TONIC WATER 

CIDERETTE COLA 

MANUFACTURED BY 
CA.'JTLE ORANGE ORANGE CRUSH 

CORCORAN & CO. 
LIMITED 

Established 1827 Phone 41849 

CARLOW 


