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Editorial
The 1798 Insurrection was, by all accounts, a brutal affair. It is estimated that 30,000 lives were lost. Thousands were imprisoned or transported to Australia. Countless persons were tortured. Many homes were
destroyed. The bicentenary of this major event has been celebrated
throughout the county. Parades were held, plaques erected, and sometimes books launched. It is only fitting that the sacrifices of the United
Irishmen, and women be honoured in this way. Reflecting on their ideas,
we can understand how they sought to unite people from both North,
and South, "Catholic, Protestant, and Dissenter", against a common foe.
Antrim Presbyterians joined forces with Nationalists from Carlow, and
Wexford in the struggle against oppression. Although from different
religious, and political backgrounds, they joined together in a common
pmpose ie a union of hearts, and respect for each other.
Most of their ideals are reflected in the 1998 Good Friday Agreement
which promotes mutual co-operation between Orange, and Green, and
civil rights for all. Two hundred years ago Wolfe Tone, and the United
Irishmen put forward similar ideas, establishing a non-sectarian state.
The Roman Poet Horace, wrote in his Odes, "Exegi monumentum aere
perennius".
"I have completed a memorial more lasting than brass". The most appropriate memorial we could erect to the men, and women of 1798 would
be to implement the Good Friday Peace Agreement, North, and South.
It would be the greatest monument we could raise over the victims of
oppression, and war who are buried in the croppy graves.
The words of St Francis of Assisi are very appropriate here "Lord, make us instruments of your peace,
where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy;
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Transportation Act 1798
The Transport Act was passed by Parliament in 1798.
The Act states:
"Whereas (see attached list)who are now in actual custody, and stand
charged with high treason, have confessed themselves guilty of same
in having taken up arms and levied war against his Majesty, or corresponded with, and adhered to his enemies, or in fermenting, promoting, and otherwise acting, in the rebellion; and having besought
his Majesty, to order all further prosecution of them to stop, on condition of their transportation, banishment, or exile, to such foreign
country, not at war with his Majesty, as to his wisdom shall seem
meet and his Majesty may seem pleased to comply with their suit; if
any of persons afforesaid, or any other to whom his Majesty shall

grant pardon for said treasons; before trial and conviction violate the
conditions of pardon, or being transported, banished, or exiled, shall
return or come into or be at large in any of his Majesty's dominions,
or be found on board any vessel, with intent to land in any of his
Majesty's dominions, or shall violate any condition of their respective pardons, or shall voluntarily during present war, go into or
remain in any part of France, Spain, United Provinces, or any place
in Europe, or elsewhere, which is or shall be under government of
persons exercising powers of government in France, or of king of
Spain, or persons exercising powers government in the United
Provinces, or any country occupied armies of France, Spain, United
Provinces, they shall, being convicted, be deemed traitors attained,
and incur all pains and penalties of high ''treason."

People sentenced
to transportation
County

Name

Seamus Murphy
Address

Occupation

Antrim Astley, Alexander
Cuthbert, Joseph
Harrison, John
Hassey, James
Keenan, John
Kennedy, John
McCabe, William Putnam
Millikin, Isreal
Neilson, Robert
Neilson, Samuel
Russe~ Thomas
Redfern, Thomas
Spears, Henry
Toland, Daniel
Young, Jolm

Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast

Carlow Comyn, John
Griffin, Laurance
Ivers, Peter

Leighlinbridge Apothecary
Tullow
Shopkeeper
Carlow
Carpet-mat-Maker

Cork

Cork

Woolen draper

Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin

Cabinet maker
Popish Priest
Printers bookseller
Wine cooper
Popish Priest
Writing clerk
Attorney-at-Law
Printer
Goldsmith
Cutler
Attorney-at-Law
Farmer
Linen merchant
Clothier
Esq, Banister-at-Law
Esquire
Sawyer
Slater
Pipe maker
Gentleman
Dentist
Dentist
Iron founder
Brewer
ArmyAccountrement maker
Founder
Merchant
Carpenter
Huxter
Gentleman
Doctor of Physics

Swiney, John

Dublin Banks,Henry
Barrett, Rev. John
Byrne, Patrick
Boyle, Edward
Bushe, Rev. James
Carty, Denis
Crookshank, Edward
Chambers, John
Connick, Joseph
Davis, Joseph
Dowling, Matthew
Divine, Patrick
Dillion, Richard
Dry, Thomas
Emmett, Thomas Addes
Evans, Hamden
Goodman, Robert
Goodman, Rowland
Greene, John
Gerathy, James
Housten, William
Hudson, Edward
Jackson, Henry
Gorman-Kennedy, John
Kinselagh, John

Lacey, John
Lynch, John
Lynch, Patrick
Madden, Patrick
Meagher, Francis
McNevin, Wm. James

Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin

County

Name

Address

Occupation

MaCan, Patrick
O'Connor, Arthur
Rose, James
Sampson, William
Sweetman, John
Wilson, Hugh

Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin
Dublin

Apothecary
Esq, Barrister-at-Law
Calico printer
Esq, Barrister-at-Law
Brewer
Clerk, Finlay'sBank

Andoe, Thomas
Aylmer, William
Byrne, Patrick

Farmer
Esquire
Esquire

Byrne, Richard
Corcoran, Peter
Cummins, George
Daly, Richard
Doyle, Michael
Farrell, Andrew
Farrell, Denis
Flood, Michael
Hanlon, Patrick
Lube, George
McDermott, Bryan
Mouenly, Patrick
Quigley, Michael
Reily, John
Smyth, James
Tieman, James
Ware, Hugh

Brackenstown
Painstown
Steward, WoganBrowne
Castletown
Landenstown
Kildare
Sallins
Kilcullen
Downin gs
Downings
Newhall
Balynagapoge
Corkeranstown
Hodgestown
Downin gs
Rathcoffey
Kilcock
Leixlip
Clane
Rathcoifey

King's Co.
(Offaly)

Cuff, Farrell

Eddenderry

Schoolmaster

Meath

Martin, Christopher
Reynolds, Thomas

Colestown
Culmullen

Farmer
Farmer

Roscommon Castles, John

Curtubber

Land surveyor

Tyrone

Kinkead, John

Carvanreagh

Farmer

Wexford

Fitzgerald, Edward

New Park

Esquire

Wicklow

Brady, Thomas
Byrne, Garrett
Dorney, John
Mulhall, Michael
O'Reilly, Richard

Tigrony
Ballymanus
Ti glen
Wicklow
Newtown Mount
-Kennedy

Miner
Farmer
Slater
Plasterer
Miller

Queen's Co. Banner, Peter
(Laois)
Kelly, Laurence

Rathmines
Mountmellick

Farmer
Farmer

No address

Could this be one Esquire
of the United
leaders from
Carlow?

Dublin
Publican
Tailor
Nailor
Tailor
Tailor
Cutler
Watchmaker
Muslin manufacturer Kildare
Painter
Merchant
Esquire
Sadler
Woolen draper
Muslin spinner
Inn keeper

Kavanagh, Morgan

Bricklayer
Farmer
Gardener
Innjceeper
Miller
Farmer
Farmer
Miller
Farmer
Grazier
Farmer
Farmer
Bricklayer
Shoemaker
Calico printer
Grocer
Surveyor
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This Act also legalised the sentences of transportation of the transportation pass by army officers. The wording of this section of the Act states:
"And whereas during said rebellion; several persons who had been in
arms against his Majesty, or otherwise acted in said rebellion, being
made prisoners, have by orders of general officers commanding his
Majesty's forces employed for suppression of same, being brought to
trial according to laws of war, some of whom have on circumstances
of abbreviation or compassion, been ordered to transported or banished, said persons shall be transported or banished accordingly as
fully to intents as if they had received judgment by due count oflaw''
The spellings used in the Act are the ones used in this article. Names
have been listed by county.
Further provisions include the power to transport for life anyone who
returns to this country, unless under license, during their period of
sentence, and all persons who acted as judge advocate or president of
tribunals had to make returns to the clerk of Crown of King's bench.
This list would be used as evidence against any person returning
without permission.

London- Campbell alias
derry McKeevers, William
(Derry) Miles, Rev. Matthew
Orr, Joseph
Dublin Cooke, Patrick
Connick, John
Duigan, Myles
Jackson, John
Lawless, William
Lewis, Edward John
McCormick, Richard
Plunkett, James

Moneymore
Derry
Hannanstown
Thomas street
Grafton Street
Church Street
Dublin
Beresford Street
Francis Street

Swift, Dean
Tandy, James Napper
Tone, Thoebald Wolfe

Dublin
Dublin
Dublin

Ducket,-----------

Killamey

Act of Attainment 1798
(People attained in 1798]
In 1798 the Irish Parliament passed two acts of Attainment.
The first Act states:
"Lord Edward Fitzgerald and several false traitors did endeavour to
persuade the enemies of the King, to invade Ireland, with intent to
dethrone the King and overturn his kingdom. And said Lord Edward
Fitzgerald, Cornelius Grogan, and Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey died
before attainted.
And said Edward Fitzgerald as from 1st December 1787, the said
Cornelius Grogan as from 1st June 1798, and said Beauchamp
Bagenal Harvey as from 5th June 1798, shall by virtue of this Act be
adjudged to be convicted and attained of high treason, to all intents
as if attained during their lives"
Under this Act Lord Edward Fitzgerald's rights to dignities were not
affected, and provision was made that Lord Monck's rights in property held with Cornelius Grogan were secured.

The second Act states:
"The following persons have been notoriously engaged in rebellion,
and being fled from justice, and each of every of them, shall stand
attained of and be liable to all pains and penalties by law annexed to
high treason unless they respectively surrender themselves to some
judge of King's Bench or justice of peace on or before 1st December
1798, and abide by such charges as shall be made against them on
account of treason aforesaid.
Every justice of peace shall accept the surrender and forthwith commit person so surrendering to next County gaol and cause notice to
be given to Attorney-General

Kerry

Kildare Kenna, Matthew
Reynolds, Michael
Louth

Tipper

Burtown
Tipper, Naas

Derry, Valentine
Mccann, Anthony
Mouritz, Joseph or Joshue
Teeling, Barclay

Prisoner, Dundalk
Haggarstown
Cordery
Dundalk

Burke, James
Burke, William
Delaney, Michael
Morris, Harvey
O'Brien, John

Ballyartum
Nenagh
Ballyartum
Knockalton
Dougharrow

Brazier

Feather Merchant
Grocer
Surgeon
Attorney-at-Law
Major in his
Majesty's service
Esquire
Merchant
Banister-at-Law
but now or late
resident at
Hamburg and
attached to themission of
French Republic

Fanner
Gentleman

Wexford Dixon, Thomas

Wexford

Ship Captain

Wicklow Cullen, William
Fitzpatrick, Michael
Holt, Joseph
Keogh, Brian
McGuire, John

Slat
Kilguade
Round wood
Drummin
Ballydonoughour
or Kihnullen
Newcastle
Newcastle
Tomone
Kellogue

Fanner
Fanner
Sub-Constable
Fanner

Neale, James
Scully, John
Short, Myles
Short, Owen

Fanner
Blacksmith
Fanner
Fanner

An Act of Attainer was a legislative Act inflicting results of Attainer
without judicial trial.
The spelling, addresses, and occupations are as used in the Act.
The names have been seperated into their respective county. In the
Act they are not listed in any particular order

Belfast
Kilmoyle
Belfast

Surgeon
Chandler
Wool Draper

Cork

O'Finn, Edward

Cork

Down

Adair, Rev. Mr
Bryson, Andrew
Hull, Rev. James
Jackson, James
Lowry, Alexander
McMahon, Rev. Arthur
Townsend, Rev. James
Turner, Samuel

Catticks, Cumber
Newtownards
Ballyvamon, Bangor
Newtownards
Linen Draper
Linen Hall
Hollywood
Grey Abbey
Esquire
Newry

Cover pictures
Front: 1798 Monument in the Royal oak.
Back: Tree of Liberty in Potato Market, .Carlow.
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and Anne McDonald nee Shelly of Johnduffswood.

Moved
to Leighlin

Sister Mary Paul
Tony Wynne
(California)

John and Mary Wynne moved their family from Moanduff to
Leighlinbridge in 1877, shortly before the birth of Anne. At that time
they purchased the shop on Main Street beside the River Barrow and
across the street from the ruins of the Black Castle, which is now
Brennans. Some time after that they also acquired a farm in the nearby townland of Rathellen (lot 23) which is now owned by John and
Richard Wynne.

Joined the
Presentation Sisters
It appears from her later writings that Anne Wynne enjoyed a happy
childhood in Leighlinbridge. Nevertheless, when she entered the
Presentation Convent in Bagenalstown on March 25, 1901, at the age
of 22, it must have been with the full knowledge that she would never
leave the Convent, and never see her beloved Leighlinbridge again.
"As a novice in a white veil" she said, she was invited by the Most
Rev. Dr. Foley, the Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin, to teach in the
newly-opened secondary school. The Census oflreland of 1901 list
Anna Wynne, age 22, as a "boarder" and "elementary teacher" in the
Presentation Convent on Regent Street in Bagenalstown.
The Presentation Convent Secondary School was closed in 1983, as
was St. Joseph's Academy. The following recollection of Sr. Paul is
taken from a booklet published at that time in recognition of the 82
years of service and dedication provided by the Presentation Sisters.
The author is unidentified.

An
all-rounder
Sr. Paul was an extremely talented person - an all-rounder
- who excelled above all at the piano and organ. Before
entering she studied the organ at Kilkenny Cathedral in the
days when women needed special permission to do so in a
church.
Tall and elegant, she taught us how to curtsy. She loved all
things French, and when she no longer taught the language
she used to read a part of her daily prayers in French to
keep in touch. She frequently quoted from St. Paul, and
Tennyson was amongst her favourite poets. She was a
remarkable teacher and used the integrated method long
before that trend became fashionable in educational philosophy. Completely without privacy, she dared to mention
the unmentionable.

Sister Mary Paul Wynne
1878 - 1964

T

he woman who was to become known to generations of
Leighlinbridge and Bagenalstown schoolchildren as
Sister Mary Paul (or simply, "Sister Paul") was born in
Leighlinbridge on September 30, 1878. Her parents, John and
Mary Wynne, baptised their daughter Anne ("Hannah" in the
baptism register).
Anne Wynne was the fourth of what were to be seven children born
to John and Mary Wynne. (1) John Wynne was the son of Richard
Wynne and Mary Wynne nee Moore ofMoanduff(previously of Old
Leighlin). Mary Wynne was one of six children of John McDonald

Ability
to write poetry

Also among Sr. Mary Paul's talents was the ability to write poetry.
She used the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Mother Aloysious
(March 25, 1922) to write a poem entitled "Jubilee Ode to Mother
Aloysius". For the most part, the poem is actually an ode to
Leighlinbridge and to the religious history of the area. Of the 106
lines of the poem, only the last 30 lines make mention of Mother
Aloysious.

Carloviana - December, 1998
Sr. Mary Paul's mother, Mary Wynne, died on February 21, 1938.
Plans were made to bury her with her husband John (who had died in
1895) in the cathedral cemetery at Old Leighlin. Sr. Mary Paul sent
word from the Presentation Convent that she wanted her mother to be
buried in Leighlinbridge, so that when she died, she could be buried
with her mother in Leighlinbridge.
However, when Sr. Mary Paul died on November 13, 1964, her order
would not permit her burial in Leighlinbridge with her mother, or
elsewhere than in the nuns' plot at the Presentation Convent. In the
l 980's, the remains of Sr. Mary Paul and the other nuns were disinterred and reburied in a new cemetery on Fenagh Road in
Bagenalstown in order to allow for development of the plot area.
There is a single stone for all of the nuns at the new cemetery.

Jubilee Ode
to Mother Aloysius
by Sr. Mary Paul (AnneWynne)
March 25, 1922

There's a valley down in Carlow where the Barrow
broadly flows
Through the barony ofldrone; and the willow wild-Ly
grows
In the islets in abundance, adding beauty to the scene
With its slender leaf-clad osiery in their sheen of ever
green.
And the deep and placid waters widen out below the
town
With its bridge of nine broad arches and its castles of
re known
Where the Bellinghams and Kavanaghs, the Butlers
and Carews
Built and bought and fought by turns with their
predatory crews.
And the stately swan is sailing still as in the days
gone by
Up and down these placid waters in the shadow of
Dinrigh.2
For the evening sun descending with his beams
behind the Ridge 3
Throws its shadow soft and early o'er historic
Leighlinbridge,
While the Palace Ground of Leinster on the near
riparian hill
Reminiscent of its history throws an earlier shadow
still.
Oh! how treasured are the memories that float around
this place!
With their holy hallowed epochs in the story of our
race!
Here the Carmelites4 of Mary with the lamp of faith
aglow
Built their monastery and flourished six long ceturies
ago.
Within ear-shot of the Castle where their penitential
tears
And their psalmodies might well be heard for nigh
three hundred years,
While the glamour of their holy lives tradition worships still
As the radiant reflection of the saints of Leighlin
Hill.
It was there St. Gobban's prophecy six hundred years
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before
Due fulfilment in extent and scope miraculously
bore.
For he'd little more that founded in the sheltered
half-way glen 6
On the breast of Ard-na-Laighen his grand
monastery when
Forthwith_ _from Honorius the great Lazerian7
came
Priest and prelate, saint and scholar, bringing Faith's
"Victorious Flame".
Which enkindled in the cloister during his abatian
sway
Such a fire of holy fervour burning brighter day by
day
That its sanctity so famous as our history truly
tellsSoon had gathered thrice five hundred holy
monks into its cells.
But a holier mission waited St. Lazerian8 for he
Being consecrated Bishop became founder of the
See
Of The grand old See ofLeighlin which for thirteen
hundred years
Has now shepherded the faithful in the sunshine
through the tears
Through the tears of persecution cruel, bitter and
prolonged
When the shepherd and his ministers were viii
fied and wronged
And were hunted e'en as outlaws with a price upon
each head
For their preaching and their teaching and the holy
lives they led.
But in vain, for it was shielded by a providence
divine
And its holy bishops ruled through all in one
unbroken line
Till today their saintly successor our guardian and
our guide
Is a native of that hallowed glen where St. Lazerian
died.
Oh! how treasured these traditions of the valley and
the hill
With the impress of God's finger plainly marked
upon them still
For the blessing of these early saints ensealed with
that of God
Spread and fructified in families and rooted in the
sod
And the holy monks ofLeighlin are replaced in these
our days
By the children of those families in God's mysterious
ways.
Where's the other spot of Ireland can so grand a list
record
Of its holy men and women in the vineyards of the
Lord
With such usefulness and beauty as their saintly lives
dis close
As that valley down in Carlow where the Barrow
broadly flows?
See a Cardinal Archbishop,9 see a Bishop and a
score
Of priests and nuns as saintly now as were those
saints of yore
See them gathered all from Leighlin in this century
still young
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Shedding glory in God's service on the soil from
which they've sprung.
Some are ranking with the Jesuits JO as their most distinguished men
Master minds, or in the College Hall, or with the gifted pen
While the pulpit and confessional were blessed by
oneJat least
In the great Vincentian Order of the Missionary Priest
And gay girls gladly gave their lives to teaching and
to prayer
With the nuns of Leix and Carlow, of Kilkenny and
Kildare
And the sisterhood of Charity in Dublin and elsewhere
· Oh can ever this sequestered vale appreciate enough
All that Craan and Ball'nabranna, that Rathellen and
Moanduff
Have done for Mother Church in measure generously full
In the cloister, at the altar, in the pulpit and the school
Or can ever tongue or pen or brush in due perspective

show
.All the power of holy families from Nazareth till now
Where true peace and Christian Charity with grace of
God abound
To keep the lamp of Faith alight and spread its rays

around
to tend with care their children's growth in wisdom,
age and grace
And fit them thus in God's grand world to fill a worthy place
And reach the true vocation of our noble human race.
Now dear Mother Aloysious 13 we have come to thee
at last
In this story of the valley where thy childhood's days
were passed
In a house beside the river where the swans are sailing still
With the Abbey in the background and in front the
holy hill
-Breathing air enriched with blessings still as fruitful
as of old
In the homesteads of the valley and the families they
hold.
And of all these holy families in country or in town
There was none of them more holy or more happy
than thine own
To whom the recruiting angel half a century ago
Was commissioned from on high to find a postulant
below
For St. Michael's holy sisterhood he flew at once to
thee
And brought thee thence and set thee here in this
community
And made thee find the day thou came'st a real home
within
And since the day thou'dst entered, however long to
some't may seem
Life for the with these good sisters must have passed
like one sweet dream
A dream celestial,
with angels, _ __
with sympathetic love
Soothed with strains of softest music like the cooings
.:'Of a dove
· Mu~ic heard in depths oflicense in the pulsings of the

·heart

Where true peace and holy union joined with prayer
play a part
Where God's Kingdom and his justice sought for first
is deemed the best
Strengthened by the strong conviction that unsought
will come the rest
Oh! that living! Oh! the dream that ever and anon
came true
E'en as now with loving sisters doing all that they can
do
On this day of jubilation to ensure thy happiness
And to make thy Golden Jubilee an unalloyed success
Led by one whose deep affection thou has cherished
through the past
Whose arrangements in their planning never yet have
been surpassed
Drawn with judgement, executed with a native stroke
of art
For the head of Mother Patrick is as good as is her
heart.

N01ES
J. The Black Castle erected by John de Claville in 1181. White Castle, adjacent, built in 1408 by Gerald, 5th Earl of Kildare. Ruins of both on east bank
of river
about 100 yds. below the bridge.

2. Dinn Righ, i.e. Hill of the Kings, site ofan ancient palace of the Kings of
Leinster on the summit of Ballyknocken Hill, a quarter of a mile S. of Leighlin
and on the W. bank of the river.
3. The Ridge of Leinster extending along the Western course of the Barrow
from Clogrennane to Shankill about 8 miles.
4. Toward the close of the reign of henry III (1216-1272) a monastery was

founded for the Carmelites by one of the Carews near the Black Castle. It was
dedicated to the B. V. M.
5 St. Gobban founded a monastery in Old Leighlin at the commencement of
the 7th century. On one occasion whilst engaged in reading this holy man saw
a vision, a host of angels hovering over Leighlin and foretold to his disciples
that one day a devout stranger would gather together in that place as many servants of God as there were angels in that heavenly host. D. Comerford.
6. Leighlin
7.

=

Half-glen. Joyce.

Ard na Leighlin = Ridge of Leinster

8· Lazerian

= "Victorious" St. Lazerian was the devout stranger referred to in
St. Gob ban's prophecy. He arrived soon after the foundation of the monastery
which St. Gobban immediately resigned to him and retired to his
own Country. St. Lazerian was consecrated first Bishop of Leighlin by Pope
Honorius I in 633.

9. Most Rev. Dr. Foley consecrated 1896.

JO. Cardinal Moran born Leighlinbridge 1830. Consecrated Bishop ofOssory
1872. Archbishop of Sydney, 1884. Received the Cardinal's Hat 1885. Died in
Sydney 1911.
11. e.g. V. Rev. Wm. Delaney, S.J., V. Rev. M. Maher, S.J. Author of
Psychology Empirical and Rational
12. James Carpenter.
13. Mother Mary Agnes Lyons ofMoanduffher cousin was here already when
Mother M. Aloysius _ __
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Cemetery, Dublin, with full military honours. He is survived by his
wife Nancy (formerly Annie Nolan, Bennekerry) and 4 of his five
children - Brian (Dublin), Malachy (Canada), Aidan (Waterford) &
Maura (Wicklow). At the time of his death, he was the last surviving
member of the Carlow Pipe Band. The only surviving family member of his generation in Carlow is his sister, Mrs Kathleen Finnegan,
26 Barrack St., Carlow, who remembers his release from prison in
February 1922 when crowds went up to the Railway Station in
Carlow to greet him carrying sods of turf soaked in paraffin & set
alight. He was carried shoulder-high home to 3 College Street,
Carlow.

Lt-Col. Peter O'Neill
3 College St. Carlow

D.O.B 9/8/15
Corps: Artillery
Enlisted 6/11/34
Appointments held
Staff Officer • Directorate Artillery.

A proud Mrs. Elizabeth O'Neill, 3 College Street, Carlow, in 1938
with her two soldier sons (Peter on left and Sean on right)
The occasion was the commissioning of her younger son Peter in the
army

0/C 3 FAR. FCA.
0/C Kerry Area. FCA
To. CDA S. Comd.
SO. TRG & OPS. S.Comd.
Bat. Comdr. I. FAR
0/C A Coy. 4 BN.
0/C 4 AA. Cadre.
0/C I. FAR

Over seas service
42 BN 1965
Mil OBS 1968 Suez Canal.

Lieut Col. Sean (John) O'Neill
(1901-1984)
3 College Street, Carlow

Kilcumney '98
Its Origins, Aftermath and Legacy
Mick Kinsella, Edward N. Moran, and Conor Murphy

Fianna Scouts - Carlow. 1915-1917.
Brigade Staff - Carlow Brigade, I.RA. 1917-1920.
2nd Lieut. 1st Battn. Cavan Brigade I.RA. 1920 - 4 months.
Captured & sentenced to be hanged but sentence was commuted to
10 years Penal Servitude, because he was under 18 years of age.
Belfast Prison - 4 months 1920-2 1
Mountjoy Prison - 3 weeks 1921
Portland Prison - 6 months 1921
Dartmoor Prison - 5 months 192 1-22.
Released February 1922 (General Amnesty).
Joined National Army - March 1922. "B" Coy. Dublin Guards
I.RA., Beggars Bush.
Asst. Barrack Q.M. at Kilkenny Bks., Portobello Bks., & Collins
Bks. from April 1922 to May 1924.
Asst. Brigade Q.M. Kilkenny (No.5) Brigade, May 1924-1926.
Asst. Command Q.M. Eastern Command, 1926-1927.
Staff of Inspection Branch (Chief of Staff), 1927-1928.
Staff oflnspector-General of the Forces, 1928-1931.
Personal Staff Officer to the Chief of Staff, McKee Bks.
1931-1940.
Promoted Commandant April 1939.
P. S. 0. to Chiefof Staff July, 1939 - February 1940.
Staff Officer i/c F.C.A. Western Comd. 1/4/1952.
Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 31/3/1952.
O i/c Bk. Service Section D.O.D. 14/2/1953.
Retired from army on 15 April, 1959.
Sean died on 8 June, 1984 and was interred in Dean's Grange

One of the better books to appear in the bicentennial year of the 1798
rebellion, is the publication by the Kilcumney's '98 Commeration
Committee which was launched at a reception in Borris on the 16
June last.
Like Caesar's Gaul, the book is divided into three parts, each by a different author and each dealing with a different aspect of the events
leading up to and after the 26 June, 1798.
Conor Murphy traces the rise of the United Irishmen in south Carlow,
the build up to the rising, the attacks on Borris House and the final
battle ofKilcumney. He also deals with the aftermath of the fighting
outlining the proceedings of the various courts martials.
Mick Kinsella has assembled a wonderful collection of local folklore
dealing with all the aspects of the experience ofKilcumney - the battle
itself, the massacres, the burial and casualty sites, the blacksmiths and
the weaponry of 1798 which has been discovered down the years since.
Edward N. Moran, himself a Kilkenny man, outlines the Kilkenny perspective, dealing with the eastern part of the county particularly around
Goresbridge which was affected by the conflict in Carlow and Wexford.
This book of over 400 pages will become the recognised source for
future historians dealing with south Carlow /east Kilkenny in 1798.
Each section has its own set of reference notes and thirteen appendices deal with songs and poems, compensation claims and several
family trees. There are numerous photographs and maps [including
graveyard maps] throughout the book. The final indices of both people and places complete a professional presentation worthy of the
best academic publications.

I
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a sad day one hundred years ago when the
C funeral witnessed
procession took place from Carlow station to Killeshin
ARLOW

The Rev.
Samuel Haughton
SFTCD PRIA FRS:

A Man
Remembered today for a Method
of Humane Execution

Church, Graiguecullen of the Reverend Samuel Haughton SFTCD
PRIA FRS who had died on the 31 st October of that year. Haughton
it is recorded in the Newspaper report of 3 December, 1897 came
home to be buried in his family plot. The plot is simply marked off
with a square of edging and bearing only the inscription on a small
raised stone mounted at the centre of the edgings "SAMUEL
HAUGHTON(DIED 22nd SEPTEMBER 1874)" and then on the
edging itself below the stone "AND OF HIS FAMILY. The burial
plot used to have railings and we learn from the 1901 entry by Ms.
Vize in the publication Association for the Preservation of the
Memorials of the Dead (This association was founded by Col. Philip
Vigors, Bagenalstown in 1888 and operated until 1939) that this
graveyard was in excellent condition which is sadly not the case
today with malicious damage to many of the graves. She records that
there was a headstone that bore the words "THE BURIAL PLACE"
above the name of the father of the Reverend Samuel. The son of
Samuel is buried in a plot in the graveyard, just outside the main line
of Haughton graves. The headstone is damaged but its leaded lettering reads as follows:

IN
LOVING MEMORY OF
WILLIAM STEELE HAUGHTON
M.D.,M.CH.
YOUNGEST SON OF
PROFESSOR SAMUEL HAUGHTON S.F.T.C.D.
BORN SEPT. 2QTH 1869
DIED OCTOBER 12TH 1961
A WORKMAN THAT NEEDETH
NOT TO BE ASHAMED
2ND TIMOTHY 2VI 5?
Rev. Haugnton's grave could then just possibly be the grave at the
end of the line of Haughton graves with no headstone in front of the
church entrance. If the newsparer reports are accurate then he was
interred in the family plot then he is buried with his father.

Joined the
Church of Ireland
For such an illustrious man this humble internment would seem to be
a puzzle but we know that Haughton came from Quaker stock and
this simple grave would have been a mark of respect to his father and
mother and very much in the tradition of the Quakers who have no
headstones. In the entry to St Mary's Parish Church for the 7th April
1833 we find:
Baptised this day, 8 children for Samuel and Sarah Handcock
Haughton.
This was the day that this great Carlow Quaker family of Samuel
Haughton joined the Church of Ireland and was not a sign of prodigious fertility. The Reverend Samuel on that day was baptised into
the established church. The grave in the Killeshin Church is quite
typical of a Quaker plot with a small gesture made to the Church of
Ireland sensibilities having the father's name. Finally, we learn that
the Quaker Burial Ground at Newgarden, Carlow at the centre on the
left has a plot for the Haughtons from a map of this made by Thomas
Thompson in 1944 that there is a Samuel buried there, perhaps the
grandfather Samuel Pierson(l 748-1828).
Samuel Haughton
1821 - 1897

The painting of Haughton by Sarah
Purser, courtesy of Trinity College
commented upon by Provost Salmon.

Dr. Norman McMillan and Paul Redmond

Early education
in Carlow
The Reverend Samuel gained his early education at the large Church
of Ireland School in Carlow and was influenced by the master Mr
Emerson who took the young boy on nature rambles along the
Barrow. His other early influence was his close family relative James
Haughton I, who was a man of real Carlow importance having collaborated with JKL in his campaign for Catholic emancipation. The
young Samuel entered Trinity in 1837 which he of course could not
have done had the family not converted to the established church. He
obtained the Lloyd Exhibition(academic prize) in mathematics in
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1842 and two years later came first in the Moderatorship examinations. After graduation, he worked under the guidance of the great
mathematician James McCullagh with whom he shared a house in
college. He won the prestigious Cunningham medal of the RIA for
his second publication "On the Equilibrium and Motion of Solid and
Fluid Bodies". Seven months after graduating he was successful in
the formidable Fellowship examinations at Dublin University to
become the youngest ever Fellow. The suicide of his mentor
McCullagh in 1848 after his failure in a Trinity election as a nationalist shocked Haughton and he thereafter turned decisively away
from his theoretical mathematical researches to applied topics. In
1880, towards the end of his long career, he returning to properly pay
his respect to his friend by editing with J.H.Jellett "The Collected
Works ofMcCullagh".

Polymath
Haughton was a polymath in the true sense. This character of
the man perhaps was the direct result of this most tragic event
inside the cloistered walls of Trinity. In any event, his life was
marked out by periods of new overlapping research endeavour
which are roughly: Mathematical and physical (1839-1849);
Tidal and geological researches (began in 1849); Zoological
and medical researches(begun in 1857); Meteorological
researches (begun in 1878); and finally Chemical researches
(from 1887). Of all these his work on animal mechanics is by
far an away the most important and the only one that has the
real depth to mark it out as being of international importance.
This interest came about by his involvement at the Dublin
Zoological Gardens which gave him access to the valuable
research material for dissection of any animals that passed
away. His monumental series of detailed examinations of the
mechanisms of muscle, bone and connecting material in his
study of comparative anatomy enabled him to demonstrate the
perfected mechanical mechanisms of locomotion and life in all
the animals that he dissected. This work was published in a collected series of papers under the title "Principles of Animal
Mechanics" London (1873). This unique expertise led him to
propose a formula for a method of humane execution known as
the Haughton Drop and which was last used in Ireland by
Pierrepoint in 1947.
Haughton's other work of real international importance was
geothermal educational. He was for decades involved as the
Professor of Geology in teaching and examining in the School
of Engineering and it was he and another Carlow man Samuel
Downing who primarily forged the excellent reputation this
new school gained after its establishment in 1852. He published
at least sixteen "Galbraith and Haughton Scientific
Manuals"(books for students) between 1851 and 1864 for the
Dublin University students but also importantly for the many
others in Britain, India, Australia and elsewhere preparing for
careers in the expanding the British Empire. Some of these volumes were in more than one volume and one in four! He pioneered these courses in Trinity for service in the Empire in both
the army and civil service all of which were run in the School
of Engineering. As a young man Haughton had the ambition to
be a missionary and in the light of this fact it is probable that
this work was very satisfying.

Fellow of the
Royal Society of London
We now come to one of the most remarkable annuals in the history
of Irish education. This was the academic putsch by Dublin
University to gain control of its School of Medicine. Haughton's
most decisive intervention in the reform of the university was consequently in his role as Registrar in the School of Medicine. As a
Cunningham Prize winner, a Fellow of Trinity and more significantly a Fellow of the Royal Society of London (the highest honour in
science in these islands) and as the Professor of Geology he enrolled
as an undergraduate in the School of Medicine. He took this step at
the advanced age of thirty eight and this action was extremely ominously for the then much criticised professors in the School of
Medicine. Immediately on qualifying, the university appointed him

as Registrar of the School of Medicine. From there he began with
Stokes the reorganisation of medical education in Ireland. They
quickly introduced the first General Medical Council examinations
in the British Isles (which at the time included Ireland).
Subsequently, he administered for many years the Medical School,
being particularly involved in Sir Patrick Dun's Hospital. By his
retirement, Trinity had gained control over Medical Education that
had formerly been very much in the hands of the professors of that
School who spent most of their time in the Royal School of Surgeons
and private practice. After Haughton, the professors delivered their
lecture courses and contributed fully to the work of the School of
Medicine in the university.

Opposed to the
theory of evolution
Haughton was fired up in his work by his opposition to the theory of
evolution which became the burning issue for the entire course of the
second half of the nineteenth century. Haughton posed a serious
problem to this theory by pointing out the perfect adaptation of animal species for their environments and asking how then could animals have evolved. His work on this topic did not stop there. He
introduced early researches which eventually led to the theory of
geological evolution with Plate Tectonics in our own century. He
produced an excellent book of six lectures on "Physical Geography"
in 1880. He also contributed enormously to a knowledge of the tidal
activity of oceans and the geological function of rivers. One of the
great debates in the Battle for the Origin was over salination of the
sea and it was Haughton's patient quantitative work that helped to
bring this topic to the fore. Haughton was a very important member
of the ecclesiastical opposition to evolution that were led in fact by
another Irishman Lord Kelvin. Kelvin's work pointed to a difficulty
in the theory because the geological age of the earth could not be
long ( enough given the then known energy sources for powering the
sun) for evolution to have occurred. It appears that despite his opposition to this theory he was involved in Trinity honouring the
Carlowman John Tyndall (who was one of Darwin's leading lieutenants) with an Honorary degree. Paradoxically, Haughton's work
on pleochroic haloes (which are spherical entities in minerals and
which are formed from radioactive salts) led directly to the radioactive researches of his colleague John Joly and thus to the discovery
of a new source of energy. This helped explain the energy reserves
demanded by the time scale for the theory of evolution and this in
part accounted for the extended age of our planetary system.

Gifted
academic
The Carlowman was a very gifted academic and medical administrator and the man who will probably always be remembered for keeping open the Dublin Zoo by offering a worried bank manager as collateral a pride of lions! He is soon to be remembered by Trinity who
are naming a building in his honour. His most enduring legacy in
Trinity can be seen in the wonderful museum building with all its
marvellous stones in its columns and stairs which were all selected
by Haughton. The painting by Sarah Purser hangs in that building
which when first shown drew the remark from Provost Salmon
"Excellent! Excellent! You can just hear the lies trickling out of the
corner of his mouth". The energetic and influential Haughton had run
so many reforms past the very conservative Provost that these
remarks should be seen amusingly in their proper context. Haughton
was also a political enemy of Salmon being the founder with Isaac
Butt and James Galbraith of the Home Rule Party which of course
the Unionist Salmon vigorously opposed. He was close to Parnell
who was for Unionists the Devil himself1 Haughton's most effective
political work was in the Royal Irish Academy where he became
President. The Academy was made a centre for national agitation
very much in the traditio'l of his mentor McCullagh.

Life full of
achievement
When Haughton made his final journey to Carlow on the 2nd
December 1897 he had behind him a life which was so full of
achievement that it is hard to believe that one man could have conD
Continued on page 78
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Samuel Haughton
tenable for life and Haughton remained a
Fellow of Trinity for fifty-three years until
his death.
At that time Fellows were normally
required to take holy orders and so
Haughton was ordained a priest in the
Church of Ireland in 1847. He was not
expected to undertake any particular pastoral function but he took his orders seriously and preached regularly throughout
his life in the College Chapel and elsewhere. Many of these sermons were published: they show his robust and confident
religious faith. His firm, biblically founded,
religious beliefs profoundly influenced his
view of the world and undoubtedly shaped
his scientific outlook.

e have come here this evening to
commemorate the life of a remarkable man. A Carlow man, who achieved
national recognition and contributed to this
country in several significant ways; a scientist whose distinction and achievements
were internationally recognized; a Fellow
of the Royal Society of London who held
honorary doctorates from the Universities
of Cambridge, Oxford, Edinburgh and
Bologna; who died a hundred years ago
today, in his 76th year, and whose remains
were laid to rest alongside those of his family in this churchyard - that is why we are
here.

W

Haughton's early research work was in
applied mathematics and mathematical
physics. The quality and significance of
this work was recognized by his early election to membership of the Royal Irish
Academy and the award of the
Cunningham medal of the Academy. But
his interests ranged widely and included the
study of crystalline materials and mineralogy which gave him the necessary background to be appointed Professor of
Geology when this chair became vacant in
1851. Haughton was then still only 29, and
he continued as professor for 30 years until

passed a very wide range of topics. One of
these was the study of climatic change: he
examined, for example, how geological
changes could produce alterations in the
direction of the earth's axis and calculated
in some detail the variation in the solar
radiation. He studied ocean currents and
their influence on climate. He became an
expert on tides, produced detailed tidetables, and could use his tidal calculations
to, for example, throw new light on the
sequence of events at the battle of Clontarf
in 1014, or to re-examine the evidence at a
murder trial which had taken place 10 years
previously. He carried out chemical rock
analyses. He studied the distortion of fossils and drew conclusions about the way in
which the rocks had developed.
Haughton carried out a geologically based
calculation of the age of the earth. You will
remember that two centuries previously
another Fellow of Trinity, James Ussher,
had used biblical sources and the genealogical lists of the Old Testament to calculate
the time which had elapsed since the
Creation. According to Ussher's calculations the Earth was 6000 years old on
Thursday oflast week. There was a party in
College to celebrate the beginning of
Ussher's seventh millennium. An Oxford
colleague wrote to me to offer his best
wishes for the occasion. 'Haughton might
well have liked to believe the biblical
record but, as a scientist, he knew that it
wouldn't wash. His calculation was based
on the thicknesses of rock sediments

Samuel Haughton was born on 21st
December, 1821, into a Quaker family
which had first settled in Ireland in
Cromwellian times. His father, a local merchant here in Carlow, had withdrawn from
active membership of the Society of
Friends at the time of his marriage and
Samuel was brought up within the Church
of Ireland. But many of his relatives and
close family friends were Quakers and his
upbringing was undoubtedly influenced by
that tradition. He went to a local school, run
by the Church of Ireland rector, where he
not only received a sound general education but was also encouraged to enjoy and
observe the countryside and natural environment, and thus to develop his interest in
natural history.
He entered Trinity College in 1838, at the
age of 16, studied mathematics, and graduated with a gold medal in 1843. In the following year he was elected a Fell ow of the
College. Fellowship, in those days, was

Haughton house as it is today on Burrin Bridge in Carlow town

he became a Senior Fellow and had to step
down from the Chair. He was extremely
active as a geologist and his work encom-

and the typical rate at which these sediments might have been laid down. His
first estimates gave age of about 2000
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million years although he subsequently
revised his calculation to give a result
about ten times smaller.
A practical initiative was to set up the
Trinity Mining Company, which opened a
copper mine in 1854 at Ardtully in Co.
Kerry, but this was not a commercial success.
In 1859, at the age of 37, Haughton made a
surprising and unlikely career decision: he
decided to study medicine. Without relinquishing his Chair or his Fellowship he followed the Trinity medical course for three
years, graduating with an M.B. in 1862. It
is said that as a boy he had the idea that he
might one day work as a medical missionary in China. This may have been a factor
in drawing him towards his medical studies. It is more likely, however, that his primary motivation was a scientific one arising from his study of fossils. In examining
animal fossils he had become increasingly
interested in the anatomy and physiology of
vertebrate animals and the medical course
gave him the opportunity to develop these
interests. With his professional training in
anatomy he was able to undertake a programme of detailed dissection: not just of
human subjects but also of a wide variety

ment was the best possible one. He
expressed this general principle in the following way: that the muscular Lion is organized in such a way that the work done in
performing a particular limb movement is
less than would be the case for any alternative form muscular arrangement.
These conclusions, and the detailed arguments supporting them, were set out in
what was his most important book, called
Animal Mechanics, published in 1873.

Board of Sir Patrick Dun's Hospital and
played a dominant role in its development
from a small medical hospital to a general
one with surgical and obstetrical services.
His memory is perpetuated through prizes
and medals in medicine and surgery for
which medical students still compete.
Within the next year it is proposed to establish within Trinity and its teaching hospitals a new institute for post-graduate studies in the health sciences, which will be
called the Haughton Institute.

j
1

One conclusion which Haughton drew from
this work was that each species, since it
was designed in this optimal way, was itself
stable and permanent. There was therefore
no scope for a process of evolution, as proposed by Darwin, from a common ancestor.
It was clear to him that each limb, and its
mode of action, had been planned by a foreseeing mind. Haughton would, of course,
have had great difficulty, religious grounds,
in accepting Darwin's theory: however it
was important to him as a scientist, committed to the scientific method, to be able
to bring a serious scientific argument to
bear against it.
An application of his physiological studies

SER VICE Of COMM EM ORATION
K1llt>!-hm Church, GrJ1guenJllen, 31st Octobt>r l '147
I IIF U·N If NARY OF Ill!-: l>EATII Of S...\I\IL"tiL HAUGHTON (IH21 . 1897}
l'l,IF~I; S( 'I fOI AR; SENIOR r:FI.I U\V lRINffY COi .LEGE, DUHi .IN

Pluse stand .ii the ent.-.nce .ind e,dt of the choir and clergy
Tlw Bidding
lht> Kevd Peter B,urett
of animals. He was able to draw on materi- which gained him some notoriety was his
al from the Dublin Zoo, of which he had investigation of the practice of execution
become a Council member in 1860, and by hanging. He made the case, on humane
eventually compiled data from over hun- grounds, for a significantly longer drop
dred dissections of large animals. It is said than was normally used, so as to ensure
that when he learned of the death of a hip- instantaneous death, and he published a
popotamus he rushed to the Zoo armed with table giving the appropriate length of drop
saws and butchers' knives and spent 48 in terms of the weight of the unfortunate
patient (as the doomed individual was
hours dissecting the huge beast.
described).
He had a particular purpose in pursuing
these comparative anatomical studies. He Although Samuel Haughton never engaged
wanted to understand how the muscular in clinical medical practice he nevertheless
system worked. His observations led him to exercised a major influence on Irish median important general conclusion. Despite cine. The College appointed him Registrar
the very different ways in which limbs and of the Medical School (today we would call
muscles were organized within the wide him the Dean) and over a period of 15 years
range of animal species which he had stud- he introduced substantial reforms. He was
ied, it seemed clear to him that for each member of the General Medical Council.
individual species the particular arrange- For over 30 years he was a member the

Haughton was an active member of the
Royal Irish Academy and served as its
President from 1886 to 1891. He was closely involved with the Zoo, was its Secretary
for many years and then its President. The
building which houses the Zoo restaurant,
and is still known as the Haughton House,
was erected after his death by public subscription in recognition of his outstanding
services. He contributed to the College in
many different ways: With his colleague
J.A. Galbraith he initiated the programme
of preparing candidates for the Indian Civil
Service and other colonial service examinations; this very effective course was one of
the main reasons that so many Irishmen
were successful in those examinations, and
went on to hold responsible positions.
On the day of his funeral we are told that
his remains were conveyed from his Dublin
home on Northbrook Road to the College,
in a procession which included some 300
students in cap and gown, and many private
carriages. At the College they were
received by the Professors and Fellows,
Provost and Vice-Chancellor and escorted
into the College Chapel, the coffin carried
by eight members of the Boat Club. After
the funeral service the procession led by the
mace of the College and that of the
Academy made its way to Kingsbridge.
The funeral party went to Kildare by train
where a special train was waiting to bring
them to Carlow. A large throng was waiting
at Carlow station and the cortege processed
through Dublin St., Castle St., Castle Hill
and over the Barrow Bridge to the family
burial ground, by this Church, where the
coffin was laid to rest.
I think it is fitting that, a hundred years
later, the memory of Samuel Haughton
should be revived again in this place and
that those of us who have come here this
evening should, at least for an hour or two,
reflect on the life and achievements of this
remarkable man.
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From Carlow, he founded
·. • SArgentina's first
her that he inherited his great love of poetry.
She belonged to the family of the poet James
Clarence Managan whose inspiration
reached back to Celtic roots. The author of
"Dark Rosaleen" never left Ireland, but we
owe him some exqusite translations from the
Persian poets.

This artical by L.D. Bergin, is
based on the biography of
Eduardo Mulhall (above) Un
nexo con Gran Bretaria Siglo
XLX by his grand-daughter
AlICIA de NOAILLES and
fir~t appeared in The
Nationalist and Leinster Times
as a centenary topic.

E

DWARD Thomas Mulhall, the writer
and journalist, was born on December
21st 1832 at St. Stephen's Green, Dublin; At
the age of 21, having taken his degree at Law
in Dublin University, he left Ireland for New
York where he intended to practice as a
lawyer.
However, shortly after, guided by his sure
intuition, he decided to leave for Buenos
Aires. First of all, it is important to visualise
Edward in his home surroundings in Ireland.
His was a most Catholic traditional family
from Erin Lodge, Carlow where there was a
house and attached subventor's office.
Edward's father, Thomas Mulhall, was an
eminent lawyer and resided with his family
in Dublin at 100 St. Stephen's Green.
Christopher, the eldest son, was destined to
succeed his father in the legal profession.
Michael studied theology in Rome, whilst
the six sisters entered religious orders. The
latter was rather unusual, even in most
Catholic Ireland.
Edward's mother, Catherine Flood, died
young and it is believed that it was through

Tradition tells us that, on arrival in Buenos
Aires, before meeting his Argentine colleagues, Edward called for an English newspaper and, to his surprise was told that it did
not exist. From that moment on, he decided
that, together \\'ith his brother Michael, they
would found one, thus filling this necessity.
In 1856, Edward married Eloisa Eborall,
daughter of James Eborall M.D., the English
chief-surgeon to the army of Rosas, who was
a collateral descendant of William of
Wykenhan (Founder of Winchester College
and New College, Oxford and Lord High
Chancellor to King Richard II). (See notes)
At the time of her marriage Eloise was fifteen, having left Lichfield, in Staffordshire,
her English Cathedral town at the early age
of five. At first they lived at her parents,
Estancia, El Carmen, Ranchos, and shortly
after moved to San Antonio de Areco.

"The Standard"
In 1861, on the first of May (a date that was
then free of all symbolism) " The Standard"
was founded by the Mulhall brothers;
appearing at first bilingual in English and
French.
From that time on Edward's life was of great
interest.

Barracas
Many are the memories of Edward and
Eloise's house in Barracas: Standard Hall.
Edward came home daily from "The
Standard" in Calle Sam Martin, bringing
with him all the fresh, exciting news of his
adopted country. These were times of rapid
developments and railroads piercing through
the great Pampa plain, with its solitary
ombu-trees and travelling bards called
"payadores".

Erin Lodge, Athy Road,
Carlow was in 1910 the home of
P.C. Bergin and his wife nee
Kathleen Conlan, daughter of
the founder of The Nationalist.
The present Editor, Mr. L.D.
Bergin was born in 1913 and
spent his youth there.
It is now occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. McGovern. They have
met Alicia de Noailles when she
visited Carlow.
in1878. The travellers were met by Michael
and his wife Marion, who took them to their
home "Grasslands" in Kent.
Edward opened the London office of The
Standard Old Broad Stre~t.
The cable system was established at that
time for rapid news.
In Ireland Edward felt deeply moved on
revisiting Dublin University where he had
studied. The Irish Times and the Provincial
newspapers published his articles concerning the Irish already established in
Argentina. His description of the great
"estancias" attracted many more Irish to the
great pampa plains which appealed to their
natural bent for country life and farming.

Marion Mulhall
Michael awaited them in Rome, where Pope
Leo XIII had named him one of his
Counsellors and Private Chamberlain.
His wife Marion was busy writing her book
entitled "The Celtic Origins of Dante's
Divina Comedian". Her previous books and
most specially one in which she narrates her
expedition on horseback to Matto Grosso.
"From the Amazon to the Andes" edited by
Stanford, London, in 1876.
Pope Leo XIII had granted Marion Mulhall
the privilege to use the Vatican Library for
her research work. It was the first time that
the permission had been given to a woman.

House Called
Trip to Europe

Lambare

Edward and Eloise arrived at Southampton

Edward chose the name Lambare for the
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EDWARD T. MULHALL,
SOLICITOR,
COMMISSIONER FOR TAKIN6 AFFITDAVITS IN

IRELAND.
OFFICES
ATHY STREET, CARLOW
AND
54, MIDDLE ABBEY S1REET, DUBLIN

AGENT FOR
Reliance Mutual Life Assurance Society, and
Northern File Assurance Company

ATTENDS:
OFFICES - Emily Square Athy, every Tuesday
Bridge Street, Tullow, every Saturday

Advertisement from The Nationalist Annual Directory of 1888
Just before the Falklands invasion I had a letter from Buenos Aires from Alicia de
Noailles. It said "I have beard that you were born at Erin Lodge in Carlow, that you
spent your youth there and that your family bought it from the Mulhalls.
A link with the past and two rather famous men. For Alicia is a distinguished painter
and grand-daughter of one of the Carlow Mulhalls. The two brothers, solicitors,
Michael George and Edward Mulhall were born at 100 St. Stephen's Green, Dublin.
Edward, who practised law at Erin Lodge, Carlow, in the1850's took his legal degree at
Dublin University (T.C.D.). Later, he left Ireland for New York. He and his brother settled in Buenos Aires where in 1861 they founded the famous Argentina weekly The
Standard
Michael became a noted historian and statistician. He was a member of the British
Association of Science, died in 1900 at Killiney, Co. Dublin. Edward died at "Quinta
Lambars', San Blas, Argentina, the family home.
Michael was a private chamberlain to Pope Leo XIII. In 1898 he was named by Lord
Salisbury as European representative of the new Ministry of agriculture and Industries
for Ireland
Salisbury was British Prime Minister, between from 1885 and 1892 and between 1895
and 1902 and also Foreign Secretary. Michael's wife Marion Mulhall died at
"Grasslands", Kent in 1922. She wrote Explorers in the New World before and after
Columbus also from the Amazon to the Andes and Celtic Origins of Dante's Divine
Comedy. Edward Mulhall brought cotton and the textile industry to Argentina. He
sold the first cotton seed at The Standard. He preached greater economic independence
for Argentina. He also encouraged thousands of Irishmen to settle and farm in the
Province of Buenos Aires.
Liam D. Bergin

"Quinta" when he built the house in
Caballito.
Edward went into town daily, and as he
passed by in his landau was always recognised as the "Ingles bueno" From "Standard
Court" cables were constantly interchanged
with his foreign agents.

General Roca
Edward frequently went to tea with the
Argentine statesman, General Rocca.
Way back in 1868 Edward wrote his descriptions of old Buenos Aires, mentioning that
Cerrito and Liberatas cross the "plaza de!
Parque" and "de la Liberated".
A Passionist Father celebrated Mass on
Sundays at San Rogue's chapel, congregating a number of the Irish community thus
Irish community, alongside the church of
San Francisco.
"The Standard", as doyen of the Argentine
Press brought out the first modern linotype,
thus replacing the older printing methods.
Its energetic opinions upheld the progress of
industry.

Cotton Plants
In 1862 Edward had brought out the cotton
plant from Manchester and the, first seeds
were sold over the counters of The standard.
One of the cotton machines from Manchester
was exhibited in the "patio" of "The
Standard". Another important date for "The
Standard" was January 1869 when President
Avellaneda supported a Decree subscribing
to two hundred copies of the English newspaper owing to its importance in attracting
foreigners to Argentina, as also making
known abroad the vast resources of the country.

Last Words
In 1899 the news of Edward's illness had
spread fast in Buenos Aires from Lambare.
Edward had only one request - that holy
Mass should be celebrated in his room and
the Magnificent sung. Bach's music was in
harmony with that unity he was now recovering. After receiving Holy Communion he
spoke his last words: "Now I have everything ... open the window wide" ...

A grandson ofEdward, Eric, has been representing Aer Lingus and Bord Faille, thus
also carrying on the linking of Argentina
and Ireland in our modern world The ''Isle
of Saints and scholars" holds a mysterious
fascination and many are those who feel the
irresistible call to revisit the "land of our
forefathers" where history and legend intermingle.

. ::,j
••
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List of Able Men in the Barony of ldrone East and West for the year 1810
From the Jackson Collection
Continued from 1996 issue

Parish of Nurney
Town/and of Oldtown
30
Michael Murphy
31
Owen Cummins
32
Walter Cummins
33
Daniel Timmin
34
Michael Timmin
35
Jas. Brathers
36
Michael Brathers
37
Hugh Mahon

Farmer
do
do
Gen. worker
Gen. worker
do
do
do

Townland of Orchard

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49

Chas. Ryan
Michael Ryan
Garrett Byrne
Edwd. McDonnell
Lewis Byrne
Michl. McDonnell
Jas. Timmin
John Hehoe
Thos. Kehoe
Patrick Donoghue
Thos. Donoghue
Henry Ryan

Gen. worker
do
do
do
do
do
do
Farmer
do
Gen. worker
do
do

Townland of Cloneen

50
51
52
53
54

55
56
57
58
59

Peter Salter
arthur Payne
Jas. McGrath
Thos. Feltis
Patrick Kinshela
Patrick Bready
Jas. Bready
Stephen McGrath
Patrick Doorley
John Doorley

Farmer
do
do
Gen. worker
Farmer
do
do
do
do
do

Townland of Ballyryan

60
61
62
63
64

65
66
67

Richard Kerney
Patrick Kerney
Patrick Murphy
Michael Murphy
Daniel Kinshella
Jas. Kinshella
William Murphy
Patrick McGrath

Farmer
do
do
do
Gen. worker
do
Farmer
do

Parish of Augha
Townland of Leighlinbridge

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13

Henry Watson
Nicholas Wilson
Jas. Hackett
Jos. Gregory
William Gregory
Edward He
Nath!. Thomas
John Ring
Thos Dargan
John Henesy
John Boe
Martin Henesy
Andrew Kavanagh

Gent
Shopkeeper
do
Apothtocarry
Apothocarry
Clerk
Gent.
Gen. worker
do
Tinker
Gen. worker
do
do

By the late James Kehoe, Rathvindon

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72

73
74
75
76

Jas. Byrne
Michael Farrell
Richard Williams
John Blanch
Daniel Brady
Martin Philips
Patrick Connell
Michael Byrne
Ter. Kavanagh
Michael Cahill
Edward Delaney
William Tobin
Patrick Tobin
Laurance Macasey
William Mulloy
Jas. Neil
Garrett Kavanagh
Patrick Henesy
Patrick Moran
Jas. Darcy
Nicholas Lyons
William O'Reilly
Patrick Honohan
Nicholas Maher
Thos Roche
Maurice Roche
John Lyons
William Maher
John Ryan
Nich. Kavanagh
Jas. Holden
John Carty
James keating
Las. Keating
John Kearney
Jas. Henesy
Wm. McGuinnis
Randell Neil
John Honohan
John Bryan
John Macasy
David Bryan
Edward Dowling
Edward Walsh
Patk. McGuinnis
William Foley
John Geyland
Richard Gunnel
Patrick Croneen
Francis Spenser
? Quinn
Wm. Pierce
Andrew Donoghue
Jas. Grenan
William Long
Jas. smithHeard
Jas. Theeran
Michael Moran
Stephen Darcy
Michael Darcy
Jas. Mulroney
Thos. Murphy
Nich. McEvoy

Mason
Gen. worker
Taylor
Gen. worker
do
do
Smith
Farmer
Gen. worker
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
Shopkeeper
Shopkeeper
Butcher
Farmer
Apothocarry
Gen. worker
Publican
Smith
do
Gent.
Shopkeeper
Gen. worker
do
Farmer
Proctor
Gen. worker
do
do
Tinker
Gardener
Gen. worker
Gent.
Cooper
Smith
Shopkeeper
Taylor
Shoemaker
Innkeeper
Clerk
Carpenter
Pedler
Gen. worker
do
Nailer
Brewer
Gen. worker
Servant
Clerk
Gent
Butcher
Chamber
Slater
Smith

77

78
79

John Mooney
Patrick Lawler
Jas. Dugan

Shoemaker
Farmer
Smith

Townland of Newtown

80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

Arthur Murphy
John Nowlan
Patrick Cummins
Patrick Nowlan
John Lynen
Joseph Lynen
Lio Rafter
Walter Walsh
George Kehoe
John Walsh
John Coogan
Patrick Coogan
Gregory Coogan

Farmer
do
do
do
do
do
do
Gen. worker
Farmer
do
do
Gen. worker
do

Townland of Augha

93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
llO
lll

ll2
ll3
ll4
ll5
116
ll7
118
ll9
120
121
122

William Tobin
Jas. Tobin
Simon Mahon
Darby Mahon
John Mahon

Farmer
do
do
do
Gen. worker

Thos Honohan
Jas. Bergan
Patrick Bergan
Michael Honohan
Laurance Nowlan
Garrett Kinshella
William Dillon
Patrick Dillon
William Fenlon
Edward Byrne
John Poore
Henry Reydon
Denis Nowlan
Patrick Mulloy
Jas. Clerk
William Clerk
Michael Murphy
Jas. Nowlan
John Timmim
Richard Gregory
Michael Henesy
Edward Butler
Henry Honohan
Andrew Timmin

do
do
do
do
do
Farmer
do
do
Gen. worker
do
do
Farmer
Gen. worker
do
do
do
do
do
do
Smith
Gen. worker
do
do
do

Townland of Rathellen

123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133

Jas. Joice Farmer
Michael Joice
Matthew Bryan
Pierce Joice
James Hughes
Denis Hughes
William Lyons
Matthew Lyons
Patrick Ryan
James Silk
Daniel Largin

do
Gen. worker
Carpenter
Farmer
do
do
Farmer
do
do
Gen. worker

. ,..
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NS) "'Naine
134
135
136
137
138
139

Patrick Sheehan
William Harris
William McGrath
John Maggee
Patrick Walsh
Jas. Maggee

Farmer
do
do
do
do
Clerk

Townland of Ballinaboley

140
141
142
143
144
145

Thos. Brennan
William Brennan
Thos. Kerney
Edward Honohan
Mich. Kinshellagh
Patrick Byrne

Farmer
do
do
do
do
Gen. worker

Townland of Rathweath

146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169

John Haydon
Michael Doran
Patrick Doran
Jas. Holden
John Mason
John Murphy
Patrick Dargan
Michael Haydon
Thos. Prendergast
William Tracy
Richard Kerney
Wm. Kerney
John Lupton
John clerk
Thos. Dealy
Patrick Corcoran
Jas. Farrell
Robert Hayden
TimMyhan
John Farrell
Philip Brennan
Ter. Kinshellagh
Bryan Doyle
Patrick Quian

Farmer
do
do
Gen. worker
do
do
do
do
do
do
Farmer
do
do
Gen. worker
do
Carpenter
Gen. worker
Farmer
do
do
do
do
Gen. worker
do

Parish of Dunleckney
Townland of Moneybeg

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Philip Brennan
David Tierney
Patrick Tierney
Patrick Corcoran
Patrick Hanlon
Richard Kehoe
Thos. Payne
John Payne
Edward Smith
Wm. McDonald
Doctor Storill
John Kinshella
Wm. Kellard
Robert Browne
Edward Curran
Patrick Curran
Wm. Singleton
Chas. Nowlan
Jacob Nowlan
John Murphy
Patrick Hanlon
Patrick Hynes
Wm.Byrne
Richard Smith
Matthew Weld

l;fy-)C:'!'·\;~J~ti.oi: . P'.No;-

Occupiftioni''1

Farmer
Shopkeeper
do
do
do
do
Publican
do
do
do
Publican
Shopkeeper
Miller
Publican
do
Farmer
do
do
do
do
do
Gen. worker
do
Gent.

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

Mich. Donoghue
Laurence Nowlan
Patrick Cahill
John Neile
Patrick Corcoran
Tim Roney
Michael Holden
Edward Browne
Thos. Magher
Tim Myhand
Patrick Nowlan
Wm.Costolow
Michael Corcoran
Owen Lyons
John Leasey
Edward Neile
Patrick Ward
Michael Mulroney
Peter Seball
Patrick Neil
Matthew byrne
Patrick Power
John Lee do

Carter
Gen. worker
Miller
Shopkeeper
Gen. worker
do
do
do
do
Weaver
Publican
Smith
Gen. worker
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

Tow/and of Kilcarrig

49
50
51
52
53
54
55

56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

Jas. Brennan
Gent
John Haughy
Farmer
Michael walsh
do
John Bulger
do
Thos. Bulger
do
Hugh Neil
do
John Neil do
Patrick Doyle
Publican
Phelim Commins Farmer
Shoemaker
Wm.
Thos Kinedy
Mason
James Kinedy
Gen. worker
Patrick Bulger
Farmer
Benny Cooke
do
Patrick Asple
do
Robert Keating
do
Jas. Byrne
Carperter
Michael Fenlon
Farmer
Chas. Byrne
do
Michael Masterson Gen. worker
John Hogan
Farmer
Joseph Cliff
Do
? Keary
Weaver

Townland of Rathdufl
72

73
74
75
76
77

78
79
80

Patrick Moran
Thos. Corrogan
Thos. Fleming
Patrick Carty
Wm. Corrogan
Thos. Muhall
Michael Neil
Daniel Murphy
Michael Neil

Gen. worker
Farmer
Gen. worker
do
do
do
do
do
do

Townland of Bortmore

81
82
83
84
85
86
87

Edward Henesy
Tim Carty
Matthew Nowlan
Michael Lupton
John Corcoran
?Lyons
Patrick Lyons

Farmer
do
Cooper
Gen. worker
Cooper
Farmer
Gen. worker

88
89
90

91
92
93
94
95

"Nijne'" . ~iimi·
Edward Lyons
Michael Walsh
Jas. Masterson
PatrickByrne
Michael Byrne
Jas Corcoran
John Murphy
Denis Corcoran

do
do
do
do
do
Farmer
Gen. worker
do

Town/and of Rathdufl

96
97
98
99

John Kinshella
Wm. Byrne
Richard Steel
Daniel Moore

Gen. worker
do
do
do

Martin Neil
John Neil do
Michael Turner
Edward Bulger

Farmer
do
do

Town/and of Kildrennagh

104
105
106
107
108
109
llO
lll

ll2
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123

John Downing
Jas. Fitzgerald
Laurence Dwyer
Hugh Harrall
Matthew Harrall
Arthur Lyons
Patrick Tracy
John Doyle
Patrick Reddy
Patrick Lawler
Michael Lalor
Pierce Whelan
Jos.Hosey
Edward Hosey
John Byrne
Edward McGrath
Michael Nowlan
Daniel Honohan
Martin Harroll
John Byrne

Shopkeeper
Shopkeeper
Gen. worker
do
do
Carpenter
Gen. worker
do
do
Farmer
do
do
do
Gen.worker
Farmer
Gen. worker
do
do
do
Farmer

Townland of Boreduff

124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142

George Henessy
Patrick Curran
Jas. Curran
Michael Lunhey
John Lunhey
Patrick Murphy
Garrett Murphy
Jas. Foley
John Murphy
Michael Murphy
Michael Clark
Wm. Clark
John Henessy
Nicholas Lealis
John Lealis
John Prendergast
Michael Hogan
Patrick Hogan
John Maher

Farmer
do
do
do
do
do
do
Publican
Gen. worker
do
Gen. worker
do
do
do
do
do
Gen. worker
Gen. worker
Farmer

To be continued in a later issb.e .of

Carloviana
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Town/and of Borthmore

100
101
102
103
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Carlow n1an rose fron1
rags to radicalisn1
in Philadelphia
In September of 1982
Professor O'Donnell was in
Carlow searching for families
by the name of Foster who
may have been related to
James Foster a native of the
County Carlow who was the
father of a notable radical
labor leader in America William Z. Foster.

Another objective he had was
to find out what associations
James Larkin had with
County Carlow, if any. In the
course of his search he talked
with Mr. Patrick Purcell.

By L.A. 0 'Donnell

Q N a comer of Rittenhouse Square in 1890, a thin, poorly
dressed Irish lad stood selling the Philadelphia Evening Star
and taking in the contrast between the wealth evident in the square
and the poverty of his own neighbourhood in "Ramcat11 only a few
blocks away.
campaign for governor of New York on the
same ticket. In association with John
Fitzpatrick, progressive leader of the
Chicago Federation of Labor, Foster is credited with directing the successful unionizing
drive in the meat packing industry in 1917
and the almost successful effort to establish
unionism in the steel industry in 1918-19.

According to the tithe applotment books Foster 1s an
uncommon name in County
Carlow and appears in only
two parishes, that of Carlow
Town and Tullow.
William Z. Foster was born
somewhere in County Carlow
in 1840 or 1841 and joined the
British army in Ireland and
deserted to America in 1868
when the Fenian plot, in
which he was involved, was
discovered.
He is mentioned in some
accounts of the Fenian rising
of 1868. His son says that he
was given amnesty along with
many others, at a later date,
by Queen Victoria.
Professor O'Donnell is also
interested in James Larkin's
connection with County
Carlow. Is there any reason
to believe that Larkin had relatives in Carlow?

This artical first appeared in
The Nationalist and Leinster
Times on January 14, 1983
and is reproduced in this journal, Carloviana with permission

As a self-taught propagandist for left-wing
causes William Z. Foster authored fourteen
books and became a prolific pamphleteer.
He also published innumerable articles in
left-wing journals. This brief description is
based upon what Foster himself wrote about
his life in Philadelphia.

William Foster
He was Bill Foster, in only his ninth year,
already resentful of conditions which obliged him to earn a few pennies selling papers
after school to ease the burden of poverty on
his immigrant parents. In less than a year he
would be forced to leave school altogether
and work full time for the same reason.

The City of Brotherly Love is hardly a
breeding ground for radicals, but it has produced a few such as populist Ignatius
Donnelly and William Zebulon Foster, revolutionary trade unionist. William Z Foster
was a rebel from his teenage years and went
on to espouse varieties of socialism and syndicalism until he embraced the Communist
party in 1921 - a commitment that lasted
until his death in Moscow, September 1,
1%1.
During his tumultuous career Foster ran for
President of the United States in 1924, 1928,
and 1932 as the candidate of the American
Communist Party. In 1930, he found time to

Foster was born on February 25, 1881 in
Taunton, Massachusetts - where his father,
James Foster, settled on arrival from County
Carlow. The elder Foster was fond of citing
his lack of education by reciting: "I went to
school only one day and that day school didn't keep".
James Foster was a Fenian who fled Ireland
just ahead of his British pursuers in 1868.
He had enlisted in the British army to instigate a revolt among the Irish soldiers serving
in it. The plan was for Irish troopers to seize
their country while Regular British garrisons
were depleted by relocations to India. Like
all too many such plots, this one was undone
by an informer.
William Foster's father was tall, vigorous
and athletic. He had a taste for the occasional street brawl, especially those involving
Irish cops, and was known as a man to be
reckoned with in a scrap.
By his own account, he had won the British
championship in three track events - broad
jump, high jump, and hop, skip and jump while still in Ireland. Athletes from the
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world of boxing, track, baseball and horse
racing were his friends and drinking companions. William Foster inherited his
father's height and vigour, but was no athlete
nor given to unnecessary physical conflict.
Often called "Slim" by his comrades, he was
slender but wiry and soft-spoken. He did,
however, share with his father an appetite for
adventure and had no fear of physical danger
as his numerous excursions hoboing around
the country and around the world abundantly demonstrate.
The Foster family moved to Philadelphia in
1887 when William was six. James Foster's
lack of education or a skilled trade so limited his earning power (he worked as a livery
stable man) that the family was forced to settle into an Irish slum in the Schuylkill area.

W.Z. Foster's description of this neighbourhood provides a revealing portrait of life for
Irish immigrants without means · in
Philadelphia during the late nineteenth century even when allowances are made for the
fact that it was written years later by a .seasoned Marxist ideologue disposed to maximise grievances of the poor. The Fosters
lived on 17th and Kater, a narrow, discontinuous street' between Bainbridge and. South
Streets.
Known as "Skittereen" among residents, it
was lined with ramshackle housing as well
as stables, a wood yard, a carpet cleaning
plant and several bawdy houses. In 1930
Foster paid a visit to his old neighbourhood
and found it had become a black slum which is what it remains to-day.
By the standards of Kater Street, the Fosters
were by no means at the bottom rung of the
ladder. James Foster generally had regular
work and even ventured to open a retail
store, albeit unsuccessfully. In general,
longshoreman, teamster and building labourer were typical of the occupations of men in
Skittereen.
The worst hovels were crowded into two
blind alleys or courts along Kater Street.
They were without running water, indoor toilets, or gaslight. Their inhabitants eked out a
despairing existence through beggary, petty
thievery and intermittent day labour. Even
worse off, if that is conceivable, were the
chronic alcoholics.
Corrupted in their youth, they had become
vagrant old men while yet young in years.
Ragged, infested with lice, scavenging for
food in garbage cans - wintering in the
Philadelphia Alms house - they resided in
lofts off Kater Street and horse barns in the
summer. Foster recalled that periodically
one of their number was found in a local
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hayloft dead of tuberculosis or frozen to
death.
Ordinarily, these broken men were graduates
of, and owed much of their degeneracy to,
the local street gang. In Kater Street it was
the "Bulldogs" whose turf extended from
Sixteenth to Seventeenth Street, and from
South Street to Fitzwater. It boasted of being
the toughest gang in Philadelphia and of
never having been licked.
Nearly all Irish, it included some Orangemen
whose presence usually led to fisticuffs on
March 17th and July 12th. Leadership of the
gang was the prerogative of the fiercest
scrapper. Gang warfare was common among
"Bulldogs", "Schuylkill Rangers", "Lions",
"Park Sparrows", "Reedies" and others.
Fists, sticks, stones and knives were acceptable weapons, but fortunately guns had not
yet become standard equipment. As is the
case today, any members of the gang was in
danger of robbery or worse when outside his
own "corners" or turf. Blacks were in particular jeopardy if they ventured across the
Lombard Street "deadline". Such was the
racial attitude of the Bulldogs.

Anti-semitism was manifested in forays
along South Street undertaken periodically
to vandalise, swipe merchandise from and
otherwise harass shops there operated by
Jewish merchants.
The Bulldogs divided into age groups each
with its own activities. For young boys a
baseball team was organised and a fife and
drum corps of some local reputation. Older
gang members sponsored a social club which
engaged in politics particularly selling and
otherwise delivering votes to the city's
Republican machine.
They also had a strong baseball team and a
group called "Bright Star" which appeared
regularly in the Mummers Parade.
Foster observed that "The Bulldogs were an
efficient school for crime ... " He believed
this was essentially a reflection of the
impoverished
slum
atmosphere
of
Skittereen. Young boys were introduced to
alcohol, gambling, vandalism, petty thievery, and sex - including its perverted variations.
Only drugs were missing from the catalogue
of vices found in Philadelphia slums at that
time. The fraternity of Bulldog members did
not encourage attendance at school and too
many of them grew up unable to read or
write. Moving up to the ranks of older members offered opportunities for learning the
arts of burglary and barroom brawling.
Pool halls and prostitution thrived on their

patronage and their management. The
Bulldog social club operated as a speakeasy
and betting parlour on Sunday. Predictably
alumni of the Bulldogs entered reform
schools and prisons in significant numbers.
Foster's response to these surroundings was
deep resentment which gradually evolved
into hostility towards capitalist society. He
also responded by developing a streetwise
personality which equipped him to cope with
innumerable predicaments encountered in a
career of radical activism.
Foster resented having to leave school at age
ten in order to help support the family. He
resented the poverty which brought his
mother to her grave at age fifty-three, after
bearing twenty-three children, only five of
whom survived beyond infancy.
His mother (Elizabeth McLaughlin) was a
devout Catholic of Scotch-English descent
whose family had for generations worked as
weavers in Carlisle, a centre of the British
textile industry. She strongly urged her son
toward the priesthood to the extent that conversations were arranged with Fr. Joseph V.
O'Connor of St. Theresa's parish (a
Catharine and South Board concerning
opportunities for William to attend a Jesuit
College (most likely St. Joseph's) in anticipation of the seminary.
By this time, however, Foster was no longer
disposed towards a religious vocation
although in boyhood it powerfully attracted
him.
James Foster also had ambitions for his son,
but of a different sort. He too professed
Catholicism, but followed its tenets more in
the breach than in the observance. What preoccupied him was the liberation oflreland.

His son recalled that "during my boyhood
my political meat and drink at home was
militant Irish nationalism". The Foster
house was visited often by enemies of
British oppression (among them Irish fleeing
form the Pennsylvania anthracite region in
the aftermath of the crackdown against
Molly Maguires).

The father who as a young man had risked
his own life in the cause desired his son to
dedicate himself Irish freedom. At a tender
age William Foster found this an inspiring
challenge and vowed to take it up. A precociously serious reader with but three years of
formal education, he began to study revolution.
Fascinated by the French Revolution, he
absorbed a number of accounts of it before
his fourteenth year. However, his commitment to Irish Liberation, like that advocated

j
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by his mother, did not long survive his
immersion in a workaday world.

Leaving school in 1891, Foster was apprenticed to Edward A. Kretschman, a versatile
sculptor and craftsman located across town
at Franklin and Noble streets. Kretschman
worked like Alexander S. Calder (whose son
invented mobiles) to create the William Penn
statue resting on top of City Hall.
Activities of the veteran artist ranged from
sculpting large monuments to small medallions, wood carving, die sinking and even
electroplating - an innovation in 1890.
Foster noted that, in spite of these many talents, Kretschman had not prospered. Lack
of business acumen was responsible.
Near the end of Foster's time with him, the
artist was reduced to fashioning foot high
models of teeth for use in the Pennsylvania
College of Dental Surgery.
Nevertheless, the old German patiently
tutored his apprentice in all the skills he had
mastered, but they held no fascination for
Foster who left after three years. He complained of earning only two dollars a week at
the end - only fifty cents more than when he
began. Foster later wrote that "I dropped my
artistic training as one would discard an
unfitting garment", thus rejecting a creative
vocation just as he did a religious one. An
endless series of mostly dreary and unrewarding industrial jobs followed his unfinished apprenticeship,
Growing into his teens, Foster became more
conscious of social conflict. On his way to
work in the spring of 1894, he would often
linger about the recruiting office for Coxey's
Army at 13th and Filbert to read bulletins of
the progress of that protest march of the
unemployed to the nation's capital. He was
disappointed at its ignominious end.
His interest in clashes between capital and
labor became more acute. He followed
developments at Homestead, Pullman and
those in anthracite. When he was fourteen
the short, but bitter streetcar strike of 1895
affected him personally. During this period
electric lines were being introduced in the
city and the trolley companies, with a history of labor conflict, were in turbulence once
again. The issue was a cut in wages.
Conductors and motormen, mostly Irish,
struck throughout the city. Companies
attempted to maintain service with strikebreakers and violence erupted. Bulldog
members, Foster himself among them, siding with the strikers, set up a barricade
across Sixteenth Street at Kater and wrecked
every trolley that came along.
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Attending labor gatherings at every opportu- in the McKellar, Smith and Jordan type
nity, Foster on one occasion observed a foundry at 614 Sansom Street in the city.
march of strikers moving west along Market There he worked for over three years and
Street. At Fifteenth Street a body of mount- , then moved on to a job as a fireman at
ed police emerging from City Hall courtyard Harrison White Lead Works (Harrison
charged in to disperse the demonstrators.
Brothers & Co .. ) on 35th and Gray's Ferry
Road.
In the confusion that followed the lad was
pushed into a hall doorway along with a uniformed motorman. A policeman on foot
knocked down the striker with a night-stick
and punched young Foster with his fist. At
that point the door behind the boy opened
and a sympathetic hand pulled him out of
danger's way. It was a baptism of sorts as a
trade unionist, and his "interest in Ireland
began to sink into a secondary position". It
never again engaged his passions.
Another incident crucial in the formation of
Fosters radicalism was his encounter with
street corner evangelist for socialism. It
occurred on an early summer evening in
1900 at the corner of Broad and South
streets.
By then Fosters heavy regimen of reading
had proceeded through Tom Paine's Age of
Reason, Gibbon's Decline and Fall, Darwin's
Origin of the Species and works by Berbert
Spencer - all of which had a corrosive effect
on his religious beliefs. He had followed
William Jennings Bryan's campaign of 1896
with great interest, but he had never before
come across a book or a person espousing
socialism.
The exegesis of socialism on that summer's
night in 1900 instantly struck a responsive
chord in young Foster. As he listened, the
misgivings he had about the establishment
began to crystallize and the solution offered
- for workers to take over government and
abolish the profit system - had a magnetic
appeal.
He judged that moment to be a great turning
point in his life. Thereafter, he plunged hungrily into socialist literature. His new found
credo would endure for a lifetime (although
evolving through numerous mutations.)
In the mid 1890s Philadelphia and the rest of
the nation were in the throes of a recession.
Foster's father and older brother John were
out of work and visiting the neighbourhood
soup kitchen regularly to keep body and soul
together.
Departing the tutelage of old Kreschman,
Foster, therefore, felt doubly obliged to find
work though still a lad of but thirteen. He
obtained employment in a series of jobs, distinctly lower skilled in character, which seriously threatened his health.
First he found work for three dollars a week

A section of the Harrison plant was known
as the "Death House". In it pulverized lead
was mixed. Only greenhorn immigrants
unaware of the danger could be recruited for
work there. More knowledgeable employees
had a saying that "if a man working in the
Death House saved his money diligently he
could buy himself a coffin by the time lead
poisoning finished him". Foster's predilection for the most unhealthy work next led
him to the fertilizer industry where he spent
several years as a labourer, fireman, steamfitter, engineer and experienced fertiliser
mixer.
He began with the American Reduction
Company in West Reading, Pennsylvania
while living with his oldest sister Annie and
her husband George McVey in Cumbru
Township in Berks County. His recollections of the enormous dust cloud loaded with
germs from dead animals, garbage and other
filth which hung over the typical fertiliser
plant conveys the nature of the deadly menace to its employees who were totally unprotected by masks or any other device.
Greatly mobile in employment, young Foster
next chose to work for a veterinarian who
not only treated animals, but also operated a
yard for disposal of dead ones and sold fertiliser produced from their carcasses. This
plant was located not far from Reading, in
Wyoming, Pennsylvania and emitted an
equally poisonous dust.

Climax of Foster's association with the fertiliser industry came in 1900 when he
obtained a position with Armous and
Company in Jacksonville, Florida where he
had gone on one of his first ventures as a
hobo. By then he had absorbed a reasonably
thorough knowledge of the industry and was
given the opportunity to begin as a junior
executive with good prospects for advancement, although only nineteen at the time.
Once again he rejected the blandishments of
a promising career - this time in the corporate world - in favour of a return to life as a
working stiff His commitment to socialism
was firm enough to persuade him to forego
the attractive opening. It was about this time
that he discovered his work with lead and
fertiliser had affected his lungs.
He had an incipient case of tuberculosis. In
his words he observed that "I was in a fair
way to go to an untimely grave grinding out
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profits for employers, as vast armies of
workers had done before me."
By 1901 both of Foster's parents were dead,
his lungs were weakened and he was ready
for a change. His small savings were invested in a steamer ticket to Galveston, Texas,
where he went broke. Subsequently, he
worked as a second cook in a railroad construction camp, long enough to earn a "road
stake", and was off hoboing along the
Southern Pacific Railroad for Portland,
Oregon.

worker, however was bedded more deeply
than ever. His experience with British merchant men reinforced his aversion for the
establishment and finally extinguished the
lure he felt for a seafaring career.
Back from his venture at sea, Foster resumed
his calling as a Jack of Odd Jobs. He was by
turns a shepherd, homesteader, muleskinner,
metal miner, lumberjack, harvest hand, tent
show canvasman and railroad car inspector
over a period of thirteen years before he surfaced as an organiser of great ability for
trade unions.

It was the first of a number of such trips

across the country in which he acquired
every art of the railroad drifter - riding the
rods, the bumpers, and the tops of freights
and passenger trains. For a few months he
floated from job to job in logging, railroad
construction and longshoring around
Portland. Not content with exploring his
own country Foster signed on as a deckhand
aboard the Pegaus, a square rigged sailing
vessel of British registry, to see the rest of
the world.
He remained at seas for three years, sailed
around the world and Cape Horn twice, and
emerged an able-bodied deepwater seaman
with his lungs restored to health. His conviction about callous exploitation of the

All the while he nurtured a growing bitterness against employers and a passionate
hatred for Capitalism. Foster had joined the
Socialist Party in 1900 and now he became
an active member with an affinity for the
left-wing of the organisation.
In 1907 he travelled to Spokane, Washington
to cover a free speech fight of the Industrial
Workers of the World for a paper published
by a left-wing faction of the Socialist Party
in Seattle.
Entering the fray on the side of the IWW, he
was jailed for two months and joined that
organisation and became an influential figure in it until he broke with it over the issue

On the 8 August, 1819, the Rev. Father
James Doyle, O.S.A., a Professor in
Carlow College, was elected Bishop of
Kildare and Leighlin by Propaganda in
succession to Dr. Corcoran. On the 14
November, the feast of Patronage of the
cover of
Blessed Virgin, 1819, he received The
Episcopal Consecration in the Parish General
Church of Carlow.
Catechism
by
Gladstone in his pamphlet, Vatican
J.K.L.
Decrees, refers to Dr. Doyle as ''the Prelate
who, more than any other, represented his
Church and influenced the mind of
England in favour of concession at the
time of Emancipation."
After a lingering illness he died at
Courtesy of
Braganza House, Carlow, on Sunday, Mr. Matty Byrne
Royal Oak
June 15, 1834, in the forty eight year of his
age and the fifteenth of his Episcopacy.

of syndicalism to which he was converted in
1910 during a sojourn with French trade
uniorfists in Paris.
Syndicalists advocated "boring from within"
AFL unions to radicalise them until they
became a revolutionary force. This ideology
inspired his organising efforts in meatpacking (successful) in steel.
There are those who say that had Foster succeeded in the steel strike of 1919 his radicalism would have abated and his ambitions
would have been satisfied with leadership in
mainstream American trade unions, but
Judge Gray and the steel firms confirmed his
angry opinion of them by ruthlessly fighting
him tooth and nail and finally defeating him.
As it was "The Iron of the Class Struggle", to
use an expression he favoured, had sunk too
deeply into his heart.
He found a home in the Communist Party
and doggedly stayed with it through all the
twists and turns of the party line until his
death in Moscow in 1961. At that time
Russian doctors discovered marks on his
lungs left long ago by the lead plants of
Philadelphia and the fertiliser plants of
Reading.
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The road from Balaclava
to Sebastopol
Built by Old Leighlin engineer
William Thomas Doyne
(1823 - 1877)
D.K. Horne

I

must be brief, and I might not be able to do this manner of man
justice. You will have to excuse me.

He was the second son of the Reverend J. Doyne, Perpetual Curate of
Old Leighlin, County Carlow, and he was born in the April of 1823. In
1839 he went to Durham University - first with an engineering course
in the country - and he was there for eight months.
I will skimp the awkward years. Between the summer of 1840 and
1843, he was first articled to Edward Dixon (an assistant of Joseph
Locke) on the Gosport Branch of the London & South Western
Railway and then quickly given a job as assistant engineer on the railway between Hamburg and Burgedorf He was then employed by John
Macneill - presumably in one of the lunch breaks at Trinity College
Dublin .- at the commencement of the Great Southern & Western
Railway of Ireland, later coming under the direction of George
Willoughby Hemans on the same railway.
It is worth noting at this point that Hemans had been supervising the

erection of the first two multi-lattice railway bridges in the world (at
Raheily, and the Royal Canal) and that he must have found his way to
Galway by the summer of 1850.
Doyne the.n followed Dixon to the London & North Western Railway
and, in 1847, he was made resident engineer for the Rugby &
Leamington Railway. During 1849, a bridge was put across a cutting
at Honingham ( Hunningham) with 150 foot clear span and two lattice
girders, IO 1/2 ft deep and 20 ft apart. (Proc. ICE, Vol.9 of 1849/50 at
April 23, 1850). The layout of this bridge was similar to the overbridge
at Raheny in that its wrought-iron deck was fixed half-way up the main
girders, but it did not have the American, timber-style lattice used by

Macneill. It had a lattice based on equilateral triangles, after Alfred
Henry Neville's bridge in the royal park at Racconigi, near Turin; or if you like - after Captain James Warren's patent of 1848. Doyne had
departed from his teachers.
Aside from a few academics - well cloistered and supplied with claret,
no one at this time seems to have had the faintest idea how to calculate
the forces in the lattice. Doyne knew that the force in the top and bottom of his girders varied parabolically for a uniform load, but he only
knew that the 'strain' in the lattice increased 'in a certain ratio' towards
the ends. He could not make an estimate of the force in each member.
And therefore, I suppose that William Thomas Doyne's greatest gift
was his curiosity and a wiUingness to ask.
Here, I must rely entirely on a single date given by his obituarist 1 for
my interpretation of events. Doyne is said to have been appointed
Engineer for the Aberdare Iron Works in 1851. Then, in that year,
Doyne built a 140 ft Warren-style, multi-lattice bridge for which he had
done the sums - though I know not with how many systems of cancellation. He had made contact with William Bindon Blood, the first professor of Civil Engineering at.Queen's College Galway, and they had
made and tested a wooden model of a single system Warren Truss, for
which Professor Bindon Blood then produced consistent calculations 2 .
And this bridge, across the Taff at Treforest, had been constructed
'since that investigation' and 'on this principle.' It had ten 14 ft panels.
Sums of the sort had been done sooner, by D.J. Jourawski in
St. Petersburg and Squire Whipple in Utica, New York; but
this was the first time they had been coupled with a developed manufacturing technique in wrought-iron.

Old Leighlin,
December 1906

Courtesy: Carlovia 1

I

Peadar Mac Suibhne
April, 1976
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Doyne's career in England ended when he succeeded in a legal dispute
with his employers.
The Crimean War broke out in March 1854 and Doyne was put in
charge of the Army Works Corps, and sent to Balaclava with 2400
men. It was Doyne who built the road from Balaclava to Sebastopol,
and he very likely had a grandstand view of Lord Lucan of Castlebar
playing at soldiers.
When the war ended, in February 1856, Doyne went into partnership
with his assistant, Robert Garrett, and they were engaged in surveying
railways. When the Indian Mutiny broke out in May 1857, they were

Deloraine Railway in Tasmania.

In 1864/5 he was engaged by the New Zealand Government in
river and harbour work and made a smvey of the river system
around Canterbury.
In 1866, he set himself up as a consultant in Melbourne, Australia. He
was consulted over the railways in Queensland and made chief
Engineer for the Launceston and Western Railway in Tasmania.
In 1869, he was appointed Consulting Engineer to the Government of
Western Australia.

r

1

The Rugby and Lemington bridge, built across a cutting at Honingham (now Hunningham)
occupied in one from Kanpur (Cawnpore) to Lucknow, and Garrett was
one of the railway surveyors who died defending Cawpore.
Doyne was then appointed Resident Engineer for the railway from
Colombo to Kandy in Ceylon.
Between 1859 and 1861 he was engaged by the Dun Mountain Copper
Mining Company, in the construction of the first railway in New
Zealand, from Nelson to their works.
He was then engaged in the construction of the Launceston and

He died in Melbourne on September 29, 1877, and perhaps he was
I ucky to get that far.

Notes:
2

Proc. ICE, Vol. 52 of 1878.
Proc. ICE,Vol.11, 1851/2 of November 11, 1851.

11th centuty font and 13 centuty sedilia in St Laserian's

Cathedral, Old Leighlin
The sedilia is said to be the
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Martin Nevin
he Old Carlow Society's
1798 project centred on the
Jackson Collection - an invaluable collection of historic documents and artefacts relating to
life in Carlow crossing two centuries.

T

Last year the Heritage Council
announced it was offering the
Old Carlow Society the biggest
single funding the Society has
ever received - £3,010
This grant was for a preventative
conservation programme on part
of the Jackson Collection. This
valuable collection had never
been stored in correct fashion. It
was important and timely that a
conservation programme be put
in place otherwise it would all
eventually deteriorate beyond a
point of use and value.
The work on the Collection
began in July '97 in St. Patrick's
College. Two students, David

O'Neill and Keith Ryan, availed
of the summer student scheme to
participate in this worth while
project. Their time finished on
the work in early September.
The project was completed by
the end of '97 through a FAs
scheme. During the conservation
process the work was inspected
on
two
occasions.
Ms
Maighread McPartland from the
National Gallery of Ireland and
Mrs. Eitne Virling of the
Heritage Council, made individual visits.
The Collection contains 9,699
individual documents ranging
from the late 18th. to the middle
19th. centuries. This vast collection of material includes Grand
Jury presentations, road and
bridge constructions and repairs,
voters' certificates, voter applications, trial verdicts and prison
lists. There are 13 bound volumes of schedules for County

Carlow Grand Jury for the years
1821-1886. It also comprises
one of the largest collections of
the Carlow Sentinel.
The Jackson Collection has
always occupied the minds of
the members of the Old Carlow
Society from its earliest days,
and when the opportunity arose,
with the permission of the
Kehoe family, Rathvinden,
Leighlinbridge where part of the
collection was in safe keeping,
the Society successfully applied
for funding to the Heritage
Council.
In having this valuable work
done, the Old Carlow Society
would like to thank the following people. Without their assistance the project could not have
been attempted let alone successfully completed. The Kehoe
family, Rathvinden for access to
the documents; Mr. Tom King
and his staff who diligently cata-

logued the contents some years
ago; Ms. Maighread McPartland
and Mrs, Eitne Virling for their
expert advise along the way; the
summer students, David O'Neill
and Keith Ryan who did a great
job of work. Our thanks to Mr.
Pat O'Neill and Rev. Dermot
McKenna who supervised the
project throughout and Mrs.
Therese Jackman and her staff at
the Eigse Festival Support
Office.
We are deeply indebted to St.
Patrick's College for the use of a
room there to carry out the work.
A job well done and many
thanks to all concerned.
Once again as chairman I am
honoured to have had the opportunity to work with the members
in promoting the Society, and I
thank you all for the co-operation you gave me during the past
year.

Martin Nevin, chairman of the Old Carlow Society (right), receives a plaque from minister, Eamon O'Cuiv, with Freda Rountree, chairperson, The Heritage Council (centre)
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Book reviews
Molaise - Abbot of Leighlin &
Hermit of Holy Island
The Life & Legacy of Saint Laisren in
Ireland, & Scotland
By Colum Kenny
(102Pages) Morrigan (£6.75)
As St Lazerian, he is probably best known
as the Patron Saint of the Diocese of
Leighlin, and Abbot of a monastery at Old
Leighlin in Co Carlow. His Cathedral
there is still in use for regular worship.
Dr Kenny refers to his Scotch connections.
Descended from Royal blood in Northern
Ireland, he displayed his miraculous powers
at birth eg a man who was blind from
birth, received his sight after he had washed
his eyes in the baby's bath water. His
Mother took him to her native Scotland for
the first seven years of his life.
He then returned to Ireland, to be placed in a
monastery, and educated by a monk
called Mundus. Here he is said to have
miraculously increased the flow of water
for the mill-stream.
Once his education was completed, the local
people wanted him to be their king,
an honour he declined. Instead he fled to Holy
Isle, a small island just off the larger
island of Arran, in the Firth of Clyde. Here he
lived the life of a hermit which was
quite common in the early Church. It is very
likely that he had some contact with
St Columba. One source, known as the
Salamanca manuscript, states the when he left
the Holy Isle to go to Rome, it was at "the
request ofColumba, and other holy men".
His cell was about half-way along the western shore of the island. Close by, a crystal
clear spring bubbles out of the hillside, and
is thought to have special healing powers.
St Lazerian is said to have stood in the
stream, and recited the entire Book of
Psalms.
In his cell, the saint would have meditated,
prayed, and ministered to those with
whom he was in contact. In time he went to
Rome, and was received by Pope Gregory,
and ordained.
On his return to Ireland, he was told by an
angel to go to Leinster, to the city
ofLethglen or Leighlin as it is now known,
in the Kingdom of South Leinster.
Old Leighlin is said by several sources to
have been the location of the famous Yew
of Ross, one of the five legendary trees of
Ireland.
Dr Kenny provides the readers with much
background information about
the
Kingdoms in Ireland at that time, esp the

Kingdom of South Leinster, and its people.
One local tradition states that St Lazerian
stopped first at Lorum Hill, and only
changed his mind when his path was crossed
by a red-headed woman. This was
regarded as a bad omen! He heard an angel's
voice telling him to "go where you shall
first see the sun shining, and there shall your
religious house be established".
St Lazerian is said to have climbed to the top
of a hill at Lorum early one morning.
He "sat on a stone chair waiting to see on
what spot in Co Carlow the sun would first
shine". That spot was Old Leighlin hill.
When he arrived there, he discovered that St
Gobanus, and his monks were already there.
At the earnest plea of the young man's
Mother, St Lazerian restored her son to life.
This miracle made such a great impression
on St Gobanusthat he left Leighlin to St
Lazerian. Dr Kenny refers to other accounts
of his arrival. There was a pool of water in
Old Leighlin. He blessed three stones, and
threw them into the pool which dried up
immediately. Here he built his Church. A
well sprang up to supply him with water.
This well is still in Old Leighlin which
seems to mean half glen.

Rev. Dermot McKenna
year being uncertain. Dr Kenny tells us
that the earliest surviving reference to St
Lazerian is a record of his death which is to
found in the Martyrology of Oengus, written
over one thousand years ago, and is
entered at 18th April, his Feast Day. Some
writers suggest that he was buried under
the Church in Leighlin. However this is
uncertain, and there is no evidence of this.
An alternative tradition is that he was buried
on the island of Arran. It is said that he
returned to Arran late in life, and Ii ved to the
age of 120. Clearly it was not possible
for him to have been buried in two different
places. The author puts forward a
possible solution to these conflicting traditions. ie parts of his remains were brought
back to Arran after his death as happened
with medieval saints.
Finally Dr Kenny discusses the importance
of the holy wells in Old Leighlin, and
Holy Island. A few years ago a Tibetan
Buddhist community purchased the island
from the former owner, Mrs Kay Morris, and
intend building a retreat centre there.
This year, a group of these monks attended
an ecumenical service in Old Leighlin
on his Feast Day, 18th April. Thus St
Lazerian or Molaise is able to link both
Carlow, and the Holy Isle, or more, importantly
Christianity, and Buddhism.

St Lazerian ministered faithfully, and his
Monastery grew. Visitors included
St Finbarr of Cork, and St Molua.
The Celtic Church together with several
other Churches celebrated Easter on a
different date from the Roman Church.
Clearly this situation could not continue,
and to rectify this, the Pope summoned a
special Synod. St Lazerian was made a
Papal legate, representing the Irish Church.
Dr Kenny points out that even though there
were differences over the dating of Easter,
these did not indicate any nationalist stance.
One source indicates that as " Legate, he
decreed on what day Easter should be held,
and got rid of disputes. He brought back to
the fold all the faithful whom schism had
infected/deceived" Dr Kenny points out
that as a result of his elevation to being a
Papal Legate, he expected to be obeyed by
Kings, and Chiefs.

The bicentenary of the 1798 Insurrection has
given rise to many publications. This
one is a charming, but fictitious account of
the life of Fr John Murphy (1753-1798),
the Patriot Priest, still honoured in the
famous ballad "Boolavogue", " For I've
come to lead you, For Ireland's freedom
we'll fight or die".

Anyone who did not show him due respect
was punished eg King Felanus of
Leinster died during the night after being
reprimanded by the Saint. He is said to have
given St Moling the timber to roof the oratory at his monastery, possibly from the
famous Yew of Ross. The author refers to
the request of the wife ofGabban the wright
or builder. She threatened not to lie with her
husband unless he was given the fill of the
oratory in rye-grain. This request was granted, and the oratory at St Mullins was built.
St Lazerian died between 638-641, the exact

The story opens in Seville, in Spain. A
young lady, reputed to be a famous beauty
with many admirers, fell into the river, and
was rescued from drowning by a young
seminarian, John Murphy. She fell in love
with him, and pursued him. But to no
avail. Lady Muriel Devereux was disappointed! Some time later she learned about
the insurrection in Co Wexford, and that the
insurgents were led by a Priest. She did not
realise that her hero at Seville, and
the rebel Priest are the same person. Her
fiancee, Col Lambert Walpole, was killed

Dr Kenny has written a fascinating book on
this remarkable Saint. It contains plenty of
references, and foot notes, but is written in
highly readable style.

The Man of Boolavogue 1798
By William Nolan
(159 pages) £5.

}
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in an ambush by the United Irishmen. This
caused her to be very angry with Fr Murphy.
The author skilfully moves from one scene
to another. He depicts Fr Murphy, trying
to sleep at the camp fire. His mind goes back
to earlier events - Bishop Caulfield's
order to take an oath of allegiance to King
George;
his pleading in vain with
Earl Mountnorris of Camolin Park, the burnings, and beatings, the murder of the
Rev Robert Burrrows of Kyle Glebe; their
victory at Oulart.
He continued to recall events by the fire. He
had only sought to defend his parishioners,
but it had turned into a rebellion. It was
decided to try to take Enniscorthy, by sending cattle ahead of the United Irishmen. He
thought also of the mistakes that he, and the
other leaders had made, and the terrible loss
of life at Vinegar Hill including that of his
own brother, Patrick. He recalled going
through the ridge of Old Leighlin to
Castlecommer, and Leighlinbridge. He
expressed a desire to talk to Bishop Delaney
of Kildare, and Leighlin who lived in
Tullow. The new Governor General was
offering pardons to all who surrendered.
Perhaps he could receive one, and return to
his Parish.
At the Gap in the mountains, he reluctantly
left his men during the night, and made
his way to Keppels, a Church oflreland family living just outside Ballon. As loyalists,
they would be above suspicion by the government. They were well received by
George, and Anne Keppel who provided a
meal, and a well-earned rest for the
weary travellers. They departed that night, Fr
John blessing them before they left
for Tullow. James Gallagher made his way
to Miss Browne's house where Bishop
Delaney lodged, leaving Fr John hiding in
the bushes. Bishop Delaney received him
kindly, and gave him his blessing. As he was
leaving, Lady Deveraux who was also a
guest in Miss Browne's house recognised
him, and sent him away in her own coach to
avoid arrest. Unfortunately an army patrol
found him, and he was brought to Tullow.
The author gives a detailed account of his
trial, and that of Gallagher. He describes
the floggings, and their executions.
William Nolan has written an excellent
book, and provides an insight into the
character of this patriot Priest, and of his con·
tribution to Irish history.

One Hundred Years too Soon
Hacketstown & 1798
By Robert Duffy (1998)
This delightful book takes its title from the
words of Fr Blanchville, Parish Priest
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of Hacketstown, Co Carlow, on Monday,
25th June 1798, the date of the second battle
of Hacketstown. Early that morning, the
United Irishmen, led by Garret Byrne,
of Ballymanus, stopped at his house, and
woke him up. Robert Duffy suggests that
they were probably looking for his blessing.
However he dismissed them, telling
them to go home, and that they were "one
hundred years too soon".
The author provides some useful background information to 1798, inc the first
battle of Hacketstown. He introduces some
of the main characters, such as Captain
Hardy, commander of the Hacketstown yeomanry, Lt Gardiner, officer in charge of the
Antrim Militia, and Rev. James McGhee, a
Protestant clergyman, and leader of a local
Orange lodge. He gives some details about the
Hacketstown yeomanry . Like similar forces in
other counties, it had been formed to protect life,
and property. Although it was open to Catholics,
the officers were nearly always Protestant. A list
of names is provided.
Written in a pleasant readable style with
plenty of dialogue, he describes the events
of the second battle of Hacketstown. Led by
Garret Byrne, they hoped to seize the
ammunition stored in the barracks. The yeomanry cavalry had to retreat, and
Capt Hardy was killed by pike. The soldiers
withdrew to the barracks, and the
nearby malthouse. The United Irishmen then
set the town on fire. Rev. McGhee, and
nine loyalists defended a house close to the
barracks, providing a valuable line of
defence for the soldiers. One of them killed
Michael Reynolds, the Kildare leader.
Garret Byrne decided that the situation was
hopeless, and ordered a retreat towards
Baltinglass. Later Lt Gardiner, and the
Antrim Militia withdrew to Tullow.
Capt Hardy's men collected the dead, mostly United Irishmen, and buried them in a
mass grave on the edge of town. In 1938 a
Memorial Cross was erected on the spot,
and it was restored this year.
Robert Duffy gives some details on the various methods of torture used by the British
eg flogging, picketing, ie making prisoners
stand on spikes in their bare feet,
half-hanging, pitch capping. He also
includes a chapter on various local buildings
eg the different Churches.

"Asses Colts & Loving People"
The Story of people Called Methodists in the
Carlow Circuit" By Dudley Levingstone
Cooney (Leinster Leader) £10
On 15th April 1998, Carlow Methodist
Church celebrated one hundred years of
worship on the Athy Road. To commemorate
this special occasion, a centenary Service
took place in the Church. Afterwards the
congregation walked across the road to the
new Carlow County Council Offices for the
launch of this interesting book, written by
the Rev. Dudley Levingstone Cooney, one
time Methodist minister in Carlow.
The book deals with the history of
Methodism in the Carlow Circuit, a big area
comprising of Carlow, Kilkenny, Waterford,
parts of Wicklow, and Laois.
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism first
visited Carlow in 1765 , returning again two
years later for another brief visit. He does
not seem to have been very impressed, "the
greater part of them were like blocks, and
some like wild asses' colts. I was constrained
to reprove them sharply. They received it
well, and behaved with more decency".
Returning two years later, he states that he
had "a large wild congregation".
He was to change his opinion over the years.
He was very impressed with St Mary's
Church, referring to it as "far the neatest
(though not fine) of any I have seen since we
left Dublin".
That evening he addressed "the most affected congregation I have ever seen in Carlow".
This enthusiasm was not without its drawbacks"- the lack of an adequate building for
public worship. Eventually a Chapel was
built in meeting House Lane, and Wesley
preached in it on his last tour in 1789.
Although this Chapel was to last for a hundred years, problems arose over the lease.
An additional problem was the presence of
slaughter houses nearby. Eventually a site on
the Athy Road was secured, and the present
building was erected. It was dedicated on
15th April 1898. A photograph of a group of
people, sitting down to lunch in the Town
Hall afterwards, is included.

Robert Duffy has written a very interesting
book, and has made a major contribution to
the history of County Carlow, and its
involvement in the 1798 Insurrection.

The author mentions other highlights in the
history of the Methodist community in
Carlow. eg the arrival of William Henry
Hadden in 1909, beginning an important link
between the Hadden family, and Methodism
in Carlow.

The Man of Boo/avogue and One Hundred
years too soon were launched by the
Chairman of the Old Carlow Society, Mr.
Martin Nevin.

From 1881, the Minister lived in Pembroke
until the house was sold in 1964. From then
until 1980s the Manse was in Brownshill.
The Minister then moved to Braganza.
D Cont. on page 70
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John Brennan,
The Turpentine Doctor
Dr

T

HOUGH John Brennan was certainly
unorthodox it may not be quite fair to
classify him as a quack for he was a
medical pioneer and had an MD from
Glasgow University but his uncritical advocacy of turpentine as the treatment par excellence for most illnesses places him at least
on the border line of quackery.
BORN about 1768 in Ballyhide, Carlow, he
established himself in Dublin around 1801
and worked for a time in the Dispensary at
Temple Bar. He was something of a maverick who regularly castigated his
Colleagues and was particularly critical of
the Royal College of Physicians which he
claimed was a monopoly mainly interested
in the financial welfare of its Members, concentrating undue power in the hands of a
few. For good measure he attacked the
College of Surgeons and the Apothecaries
as well, describing them as 'Pandemonia of
Intelligence' which did no teaching. He consistently attacked the Fellows of both the
Royal Colleges for their refusal to consult
even with MDs and Fellows of other
Colleges.
BRENNAN had some literary skill and contributed to the Irish Magazine. He started the
Milesian Magazine in 1823, sometimes
expressing his own unusual views in its
columns. This was the year in which he first
used oil of turpentine for childbirth fever
which killed so many young women even up
to the 1930s. Brennan's Reflections on Oil of
Turpentine consisting of fifty eight virulent
pages was published in Dublin in 1817. One
of those who provoked his wrath was 'A
Lady' who claimed to have anticipated his
discovery of turpentine's virtues. Certainly
he was not the first to recognise its properties
for in 1744 Dr. Berekely, the Tar Water
Bishop, had discussed with Sir John Floyer
the need to find a pleasant way of giving turpentine and farriers had used it both internally and externally for many years. He tried
to dedicate the book to the Duchess of
Richmond but a curt letter from her secretary
Sir Charles Vernon quashed that idea.
In some ways Brennan was in 'the best tradi-

tion of medicine and might be regarded as an
early social reformer pleading that private,
paying patients and those occupying charity
beds in hospitals should be given identical
medical treatment and pharmaceutical preparations. Unfortunately like so many other
enthusiasts he overstated his case and made
enemies of those who might have otherwise
supported him or at least given him a fair hearing. Inter alia he claimed that while Scots,
English and Irish country doctors used his
methods with excellent results, the Dublin top
brass of the profession not alone refused to do
so but never published their own results and
contributed nothing to medical knowledge.
WHILE Brennan's interest in turpentine may
have been stimulated by seeing farriers use it
to help horses with intestinal complaints
there is little doubt that his advocacy of it for
child birth fever was provoked by real concern
for the fate of parturient women and he did not
hesitate to belabour the staff of the Rotunda for
their failure to appoint an apothecary to the
staff of that hospital. He also said that the staff
were resting on their laurels, basking in past
achievements and contributing nothing new to
medical knowledge. His original intention had
been to dedicate the book 'To the Governesses
of the Rotunda' but abandoned the idea when
he found that there were no governesses and
that in his opinion the male Governors were a
pretty useless lot not worthy of his attention.
Many people knew Brennan as 'The
Wrestling Doctor' and the Dictionary of
National Biography states that as well as
being an able wrestler he was keen on
gymnastics generally but rather unkindly
adds 'He occasionally showed signs of mental disorder.' He wasn't the only unorthodox,
reforming pioneer to be so described and
when he died in 1830, I am sure that there
were sighs of relief from those he had castigated sometimes with good reason for his
main plea was simply that his methods
should be objectively assessed both by the
medical profession and by others. No doubt
the latter would include a carrier who travelled regularly between Dublin and provincial towns. He used to get relief from
abdominal pains by sucking turpentine off
the coverings used to protect bales of linen.

khn Fie9ood

Dr. John Fleetwood was born and bred in
Edinburgh but has lived and worked as a
general practitioner in Ireland for many
years. His main clinical field before he
retired was geriatric medicine, a subject on
which he has lectured in many countries
including the U.K., France, Belgium Egypt,
the U.S.S.R, Australia and the U.S. of A.
As well as numerous articles in both lay and
professional journals on a variety of subjects
he has published four other books and four
pantomimes. He appears regularly on Irish
Radio and Television usually dealing with
popular medicine, social problems and medical history. He is actively involved in preretirement counselling and planning in
which he stresses the importance of maintaining physical and mental activity. He
practices what he preaches for as well as his
writing and broadcasting interests he regularly swims, sails, and plays what unkind
friends call "a game resembling golf."
In 1947 he married Ann O' Connor from
Tralee end they have four children end
twelve grandchildren. At tines they think
that this keeps them young. At others they
wonder does it age them prematurely.

By the same author,
The History of Medicine in Ireland lst.edn.
1951, 2nd edn. 1983
As You get Older Health Matters. 1988
The Irish Body Snatchers. I 988
The Family Medical Almanac. 1992
Four pantomimes;
Alladdin and the Rose of Tralee
Humpty Dumpty
Jack and the Beanstalk.
Little Red Riding Hood
This article was first published in March 13 edition of Ireland's Own and is reprinted here with
the permission of the editor and the author.
Note: The editors have failed in their efforts to

find Ballaglide, Co. Carlow, the placename
mentioned as the birthplace of Dr. John
Brennan. Without any evidence to back it up,
and with the permission of the author they suggest it is Ballyhide, Carlow. which is actually in
Co.Laois.

,.

Page 26

Carloviana - December, 1998

Carlow men
who were
awarded the
Victoria Cross
Paul Macguire

l

(

--41

the Crimean War, the design on the front tact
shows a standing lion on a crown with a
smaller crown on its head, underneath is the
simple inscription 'For Valour' the medal is
approximately 1 1/2 inches square, on the
reverse the recipients name and date of the
action is inscribed. The VC. hangs from a
plain purple ribbon and is worn over the left
breast.
Instituted in January 1856 it was in the following February that the London Gazette
announced that the first recipients of the
Victoria Cross were to be 62 veterans of the
Crimean War. The presentation took place on
June 26th 1857, in Hyde Park. Among those
62 men was Carlowman Corporal John
Lyons, 19th Regiment of Foot (Yorkshire
Reg.)

His citation reads:For uncommon valour on June 10th 1855 by
picking up a live artillery shell which fell
among his comrades assault trench and
throwing it over the parapet where it exploded."

Redoubt near the Muirangi Bush, facing the
left of the positions occupied by the natives.
At about 4 o'clock p.m. heavy and accurate
rifle fire came upon them from the bush also
from high ground to the left.
Three men being wounded simultaneously,
two of them mortaly, assistance was called
for in order to have them carried to the rear,
a file was immediately sent but scarcely had
it arrived when Leiutenant Rees and another
man were wounded at the same moment.
Colour Sergeant Lucas, under heavy fire
from the rebels, who were not more than
thirty yards distant immediately ran to the
assistance of this officer and sent one man
with him to the rear.
Colour Sergeant Lucas then took charge of
the arms and ammunition of the dead and
wounded men, and maintained his position
until F7 the arrival of support under
Lieutenant; Gibbon and Whelan."
Colour Sergeant Lucas was born in
Clashganny, Bagenelstown, Co.Carlow 1823
and he died in Dublin in 1892

Jonh Lyons
John Lyons was born in Carlow in 1823 and
he died on April 20th 1867 in Naas. Co.
Kildare.
Sergeant Major John Lucas

John Lucas
Of the 162 Irish born recipiants of the
Victoria Cross only one other Carlowman
was to be so decorated, Sergeant Major John
Lucas, 40th Regiment (South Lancashire
Regiment) won his during the New Zealand
Maori Wars.

His citation reads:on March 18th 1861 Col. Serg. Lucas acted
as Serg. of a party of the 40th Regiment
employed as skirmishers to the right ofNo.7

Victoria Cross
Corporal John Lyons

Victoria Cross
his award was and still remains the
highest award given for exceptional
bravery issued to any man or woman in any
branch of Military Service (British).

T

Material for the medal itself comes from a
number of bronze canon captured from the
Russians at the Battle of Sebastapol during

The Victory Cross has been awarded to only 1,348 men, three of
whom have won it twice, plus one
more for the American Unknown
Warrior, who lies buried in
Arlington National Cemetery,
Washington as a symbol to all those
who died in the Allied cause.
Sources: The Register of the
Victoria Cross and
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Matthew Coke, Esq.
Painstown
An account of the Family
of the Honourable
Matthew Coke, Esq.
Painstown,
Co. Cadow
as related. to

eJ. O'Hare,

then Director of. Oak Park
Research Centre at Carlow,

by Bertha Coke from
Quebec, Canada.
ertha Coke from Quebec arrived unannounced at Oak Park Research Centre
in the summer of 1980. I had only a few
minutes with her but I knew what she was
trying to tell me was important. I asked her
to please write to me when she returned to
Canada. She duly did so and we are indebted to her for information previously unpublished.

B

Sometime before I retired in 1990 I invited
Mrs. Boake (mentioned in Bertha Coke's
letter) to Oak Park to enquire if she knew
was Bertha Coke still alive, but she had no
further information. There the story rests.
Obviously with a bit of searching more
information might still be sourced on the
Cokes.
Hereunder is a typed copy of the hand written letter from
Bertha Coke
305 Strathearn Avenue, N.,
Montreal West P.,
Quebec,
Canada.
July 26th, 1980.
Dear Mr. O'Hare,
As I promised, the enclosed is a copy of the
Coke family tree, also an account of the life
of the son who fought with James and went
to France. His son, Edward Francis went to
Jamaica and his descendants have lived
there since. My husband was the youngest

of 3 sons of Edward Francis who had one
brother who became a doctor and settled in
England. Like all the young members they
were sent to England for education. The
oldest of my husband's brothers became a
solicitor and lived on a property near
Maudeville, where they grew up. His son,
Hon. W. Coke, Solicitor, still lives in
Maudeville and has the life size painting of
his father, the Chevelier, that his son
brought with him. They called their properties Orchard and Painstown and I imagine
were sugar mostly. The second of my husband's brothers, also Edward Francis went
to Quelph Agricultural College, in Quebec,
expected to go home on graduation to run
the property. He stayed in Canada and my
husband graduated in Engineering (electrical) from McGill and after 5 years in World
War I came back to Canada. I think the last
Coke now is the nephew living in Jamaica
as the sons - ours as well, are settled in
Canada or England. It is sad to think the
family will die out there. It is such a beautiful island but in a sorry state now and no
doubt the nephew will be the last white
man to be custos.
You see before my husband retired in 1958,
his first visit to Ireland, he was keen to find
where in Ireland the Orchard and
Painstown properties were, and a Dr.
Cousin (London) and he had a great time
trying to trace them, and decided on
Galway but ran into a stone wall - since his
death the Irish tree has been found - so that
he never did find out that Carlow was the
location.
You met Mr. Boake whose daughter married the son of my Mayo friends, Mr. &
Mrs. Morrow and through him I learned of
the old burial ground etc. and after a few
days visit to Cork we spent the night with
Mr. & Mrs. Boake and hence to the Oak
Park Centre. How sad that I should see the
old place - my husband would have been
thrilled - now I have the task of writing to
all the Coke "boys" so they will know
where to visit if they ever get to Ireland. I
grew up in Mayo with summers spent in
Sligo and Galway so it is a delight to me to
go as I have been doing nearly every year
to visit.
I was sorry not to have longer at the Centre
but we were due for lunch at Moate with
Mrs. Morrows

Oak Park "Grand Gate"
Courtesy: Old Carlow Society

It was interesting to me when in Westport

House in I 958 to note the large mahogany
doors had a plaque beside them saying the
wood had come from their Sligo Estates in
Jamaica. There is still a Sligo there and Mr.
Boake told me his home was built by a man
named Nosse who came from Jamaica 150
years ago and might have been a Governor.
So now I have the Jamaica family checking
that.
I took several snaps of the burial site and
the flagstones but, not too successful, but
they were able to read the names of Wm.
Cooke and Ann Butler who died in 1710.
The Coke crest on the top - the ostrich with
horseshoe in its mouth standing on the cap
- but with two chalices which Mr. Boake
says must have had a Bishop in the family.
Your booklet refers to a friary being started
by one of them so maybe there is the connection with the Church. Mr. Boake says he
is sure there is not another such stone anywhere.

Now I hope this has not all bored you but
even though I am only a Coke by marriage
I find it interesting and only wish I were IO
years younger with many more years to
visit - a month is never enough for me in
Ireland.
You would enjoy a trip to Canada I am sure,
especially in September when the wheat
crops are being harvested on the Prairies.
Make it a must sometime - is surely a grand
city.
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With every good wish to you and your staff
and a successful year with your crops.
Sincerely,
Bertha J. Coke.
P.S. I would be happy to have a few copies
of your booklet for the young Cokes!
Thanks.

An account of the family
of the Hon. Matthew Coke
The Noble and Honorable Matthew Coke
Esq. was born at Paynstown, the Famil;
Estate in the County Carlow and Kingdom
oflreland the 16th July, 1657. He was the
eldest son of Charles Coke of the same
place by Mary O'Dempsey of the family of
the Earls ofClanrickard. Charles Coke was
the grandson of Clement Coke of Sangford
in the County of Derby in the Kingdom of
England by Sarah Redish his wife which
Clement was the sixth son of Sir Edward
Coke, Chief Justice of England by Bridgid
Paston. Robert was the first of the family
who on leaving England went and settled in
Ireland where he married Grigel O'Moore,
daughter and heiress of Lewis O'Moore
the Chief of that House by whom he go~
two large estates Ullard and Paynstown and
changing his religion, he never returned to
England. His son Charles at the time of the
persecution of the usurper Cromwell in
Ireland in order to save his life and estate
by adding an O to his name did claim kin~
dred to John Cooke, then Solicitor General
and a great favourite of Cromwell by
whose interest he saved his life and
Paynstown but Ullard was forfeited. Since
that time the Paynstown family have continued to write their name with two u·s.
contrary to the records in the Herald's
Office in Ireland for which reason Francis
Coke Esq. grandson of Charles has discontinued that practice and makes his sons
write their names as their ancestor Sir
Edward Coke did.
Matthew Coke was bred to the Military
Profession and at the Revolution in 1688 was
Colonel of the Horse Guards of King James
II whom he followed into France after the
capitulation of Limerick and at his arrival
there, was made a Brigadier General for his
gallant behaviour in the year 1702 at the
Battle of Spire, the success of which was
greatly owing to him, he was the first who
was created Knight of the Military order of
St. Lewis just then instituted by Lewis XIV.
for recompense for military services and had
a handsome pension settled upon him
besides being advanced to the rank of Major
General.
In 1709 Matthew Coke married Catherine
O'Carroll of that noble family, one of whose
ancestors was Sovereign of the County of
Down in Ireland when Henry II was
acknowledged King of that Kingdom.
By her he had three sons and two daughters.

Close-up
of the
crest on
the Cooke
tomb at

Oak Park

Sophia the eldest child was born in Paris in
the year 1710 and so much regard had the
French Court for her father that Lewis
XIV's son commonly called the Big
Daulphin, stood as her Godfather in the
year 1730 refusing number of the highest
offers both for ranks and fortune. She followed her inclination and married James
Butler of the House of Ormond, first
Equery and Master of the Hudds, to the
French King Lewis XV and he was .......... .
He had only one daughter who was married
to the Marquis of La Suppe, a French
nobleman at the death of her husband in
1750. He retired from court with an honorable pension and is still living.
Charles his eldest son was born in Paris in
1715. He was Captain of a troupe of horse
in Sibyjaines Regiment and was killed at
the Battle of F ontanoy in the 1741.
Francies' his second son born at Dover in
England 1716 was likewise Captain in the
same Regiment but quitted the French service in the year 1735.
William. his third son was born at
Versailles in 1718 was Lieutenant in the
same Regiment and killed in the same battle as his elder brother.
Ann his youngest daughter was born in
Paris in 1724, is still alive and single.
Matthew, died 1740, Lieutenant General in
the French Service.
Francis the only surviving son having trav-

elling a great deal, settled in Jamaica in the
year 1741. In November that same year he
married Mary, the daughter of Isaac Gale,
Esq. and widow of Thomas Esq. by whom
he had two daughters Emilia the eldest was
born the 15th August, 17 42 and died 9th
March, 1745.
The youngest Frances Sophia born 20th
July, 1750, is now alive in France. Mary
Coke died 30th June, 1751. Francis was
married to Eleanor Gale, daughter of
Jonathan Gale, Esq. the 20th August, 1755
by whom he had two sons and one daughter. The daughter Gibbons Debora born
25th October, 1756, died in England in
August 1763. Henry, the eldest son born
20th July, 1757 died 10th January, 1776 at
Hispaniola. William Gale born the 30th
July 1769 died the 2nd August 1780 upon
the Spanish Main.
Eleanor Coke died in London in November,
1762. Francis was married to Mary, daughter of John Chambers, Esq.
The rest is torn off and lost.
It was copied by Mary G. Coke in 1908.

N.B. The above is a typed version of a
photocopy of the hand written account
copied by Mary G. Coke. It was very indistinct. The typed version almost certainly
has a number of errors which informed
readers will recognise. The same problem
exists with the Family Tree which was also
hand written and photocopied.

Page 29

Carloviana - December, 1998
Note on the tomb

at Oak Park, Carlow
(referred to by Bertha Cooke in her letter
to P.J. O'Hare, 26 July, 1980)
In 1972, the late Very Rev. Tom Brophy,
Administrator in Carlow at that time, was
in America for the St. Patricks Day Parade
in New York. He met Cardinal Terence
Cooke, and in the course of general conversation about Ireland Cardinal Cooke said,
"I believe my ancestors are buried in a
place called Oak Park near Carlow."
Immediately on his return to Ireland, Fr.
Brophy contacted my predecessor, the late
Bernard Crombie, to enquire if he could
help in locating where Cardinal Cooke's
ancestors were buried.
In due course the remains of an old Church
were located in the farmyard area of Oak
Park Research Centre. The remains of the
Church contained two tombs, one of which
indicated the names of several members of
the Cooke family, the earliest burial being
that of Mrs. Ann Cooke who died on 20th
January 1710. The other tomb indicated the
burial place of just one person, Mrs.
Catherine O'Callaghan alias Purcell who
died on 3rd March 1731. Both tombs carried carefully carved armorial crests.

The stone found in the ruins of the Cooke Church
(N.B. a black marker was used to bring the definition of the lettering and date)

At my request, Mr. Pat Comerford, Station
Manager at Oak Park, with the help of the
Farm and Maintenance staff at Oak Park,
agreed to take on the cleaning of the old
graveyard and securing of the fallen headstones. Pat sought the professional help of
Mr. Louis Feeley, Office of Public Works,
Kilkenny and Mr. David Sweetman
Archaeological Survey, O.P.W. Dublin
before undertaking any restoration work.
All our plans were aimed at securing part of
Oak Park's history for further study and
research. We are indebted to Pat Comerford
and the Oak Park staff for the enthusiasm
and commitment they brought to this project.

Ruins of the Church at Oak Park, Carlow containing tomb of members of Cooke family.
The 'entrance' is on the west side and the stone with the name of the church has been
placed to the left hand side of entrance

While Cardinal Cooke did not live to visit
the burial site of his ancestors we arranged
for an Open-Air Mass to be offered on the
7th May 1990 in the old graveyard for all
those buried at that ancient site.
During the course of the cleaning operation
we found an engraved stone dating the old
church to 1670. We made some enquiries as
to the origin of the Church but were unable
to trace by whom the Church was founded.
It seems certain, however, this is not the
ancient Church referred to by Dr.
Comerford in his history of "Painstown
in the Parish of Carlow." The late Capt.
Prior Wandesforde, as a member of An
Taisce, made enquiries on our behalf from
the parent House of the Irish Franciscans,
but they had no record of an ancient Church
at the Oak Park site.

View of the tombs from entrance.
The Coke tomb is on the right.
The tomb ofMrs Catherin O 'Callahan is on the left.
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DR.COMERFORD, writing about Painstown in the Parish of Carlow, writes:-
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Inscription
on the
Cooke Tomb
at

Oak Park,

"The ancestors of this branch of the familycame to Ireland in the 13th century,
with Roger De Bigod, and settled in the
County of Carlow.
John Cooke of Carlow was an officer in
a Regiment of Horse in the army of King
James. This John Cooke and his brother
took up arms for faith and sovereign,
and so warmly espoused the cause of
this king that, in grateful recognition of
their devotion to him, his majesty granted them the title, for ever, of the Cookes
of the Cavaliers.

Carlow
"The family estates having been confiscated in consequence of their adherence
to King James, this John Cooke, after the
Battle of Aughrim, settled in Connaught.
One of his brothers named Matthew,
went to France as an officer in the Royal
Irish Regiment of Footguards, and most
likely was the person alluded to by
O'Callaghan in his Irish Brigades."

',(

,4

Oak Park
Friary

Crest on
Mrs O'
Callahan's
tomb at

Oak Park

"At Bestfield, between Oak Park
demesne wall and the Barrow, there is a
disused burial-ground having in it a
portion of one side wall of a small
ancient church. This would appear to
have been the parochial church of
Pains town.
"Within the Deer Park, the site is pointed out of a small Franciscan Friary
founded here by the Cooke family.
"The Houses of the Irish Franciscans
were often small, with two or three
Fathers, and often established only
temporarily. This one at Painstown
appears to have belonged to this class."
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Sir Edward Coke

(1552 - 1634, see
Family Tree p32) was born at Mileham,
Norfolk, England and died at Stoke Poges,
Buckinghamshire. As a British jurist and
politician he had a profound influence on
English law and constitution.
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A Brief Life of
Cardinal Cooke
Terence Cardinal Cooke was born in upper
Manhattan in 1921, the third child of devout
Irish immigrant parents. He began his dedicated life of service as a priest in 1945. He
worked especially with young people. After
ministering in a parish and as chaplain to an
orphanage, he served in various administrative posts until being made auxiliary bishop
to Cardinal Spellman. He was named
Archbishop of New York and Military Vicar
in 1968, and created a cardinal the following
year by Pope Paul VI. During his entire life
the Cardinal was known for his gentleness
and simple ways. He cared for all of the people of his diocese, especially ethnic minorities, children and the unborn, the sick and the
poor. At the time of his death it became
known that he had bravely and silently struggled with cancer for over a decade. During
that time he worked unstintingly for those
who needed his help. The last weeks of his
life provided the occasion for a great outpouring of public sentiment by members of
every major religious denomination and persons of many different persuasions. In
response to requests from several members
of the clergy and laity, Archbishop John
O'Connor less than a year after the Cardinal's
death on October 6, 1983, began the process
possibly leading to canonization.

The Cardinal Cooke Guild
The Cardinal Cooke Guild is a group of
friends interested in supporting the proposal
to present the late Cardinal Archbishop of
New York as a candidate for canonization.
The process of canonization is a lengthy,
comprehensive and painstaking examination
of a person's life to determine outstanding or
heroic virtue. The mem-bers of this Guild
support the process by their membership
and, when appropriate, by volunteer work.
They assist in making the life and work of
Cardinal Cooke better known. Members of
the Guild pray to the Lord that if it be His
will this servant of God be recognized by the
Church as a Saint. Appropriate prayers and

Early Life &
Public Service
Coke was educated at Norwich Grammer
School and Trinity College, Cambridge and
entered the Inner Temple, one of the four
inns of court that constituted colleges in the
university of law, in 1572. At the age of 26,
he was called to the bar. Following on from
that, Coke entered the public service and
soon became a member of parliament for
Aldeburgh. In 1592 he became solicitor general and recorder for London and a year later
year he was elected speaker of the House of
Commons.

Marriage
Bridget Paston, Coke's first wife, died in
1598 and just four months later he married
Lady Elizabeth Hatton.
Scripture meditations are to be found on
card issued by: The Cardinal Cooke
Guild, 1011 First Avenue, New York 10022
The Guild believes that the Cardinal may be
a saint for our times. That his gentle, but
robust piety, his loving kindness in an age
marked with merciless self-seeking, his
fidelity in unbelieving times, his unflinching
optimism in a life of incredibable challange
and persistent physical pain, all make the
cardinal a model for Christians in this postChristian world. The answers as to how he
did it are hidden in his little book:

Attorney General
& Chief Justice
Coke was appointed to the office of attorney
generalship in 1594 and in 1606 was made
chief justice of the court of common pleas.

Dismissal
from Office
In 1616 the privy council formulated three
charges against him. One charge was never
proved and the two were charges of interference with the court of chancery and of
disrespect to the king in the matter of plural
benefices. He was dismissed that year.

Conferences by The Servant of God

Terence Cooke
from

He entered parliament again in 1620 for a
Cornish borough.

Meditations
on Mary

Among his publications are four volumes of
Institutes of the Lawes of England, of which
vol. I is known as Coke Upon Littleton
(1628)

Published by
Alba House, New York 1993

Ref: Encyclopaeda Britannica p439 & 440

1798
Memorial
on the border
of Carlow and
Wexford

,:
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Sir Edward Coke
Chief Justice of
the Bench
Died aged 83

Edward died an
infant

Sir Robert
md Theophila
d' of Lord
Berkley
ob sine prole

Arthur Coke Esq.,
md Elizth ctr of
George Waldegrave

Four daughters
coheirs

Thomas Coke of
Payenstown md
Helen Purcell
desd from the
family of
Kenmare

William Coke
Bachelor

William
ob sine prole

Elizabeth
died unmarried

Francis md JohnVisct.
Purbeck, brother of
the gt. Duke of
Buckingham

John Coke Esq.,
ofHolkham
md Harietta
dr & heir of
AnthY Wheately

Henry Coke Esq.,
md Ann Lovelace
descended in a d line
from Thomas Coke of
Leicester

Clement Coke
md Sarah
dr of Alexan'
Reddish

Edward dead
& five other sons
&7 daughters
The whole issue
extinct

Thomas

Sir Edward
Coke, Bart.
issue extinct

Charles
ob sine prole

Thomas
ob sine prole

i------

William of
Ollard, Carlow,
Ireland md
Helen Fitzgerald
ob sine prole

Matthew went
to France
in
Captain Fitzjame's Reg1
ob sine prole

Edward
ob sine prole

Ann
Vi countess
Kenmare

I
Charles
Captain in
Fitzjames's
Regt. Killed at the
Battle of Fontenoy
1746
sine prole

•
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!John Paston I

--.

I

Bridget Paston
!51 wife

w

Eleanor
Countess of
Rutland

EJizth Davr
of Thomas
Earl
of Exeter
2nd wife

I
jRobert Cokej

I

Elizabeth Coke
d without issue

-

I

Ann
Baroness of
Abergavvenny

Ann
Countess of
Westmoreland

Gertrude
Countess of
Shrewsbury

I
Bridget Coke
md Wm. Skinner

I

Ann Coke
md Rodolph
Sadler Esq.

Sir Edward Coke Bart. by writing under his hand in
the Herald's office has stated that his brother Robert
Coke was married to one of the four daughters and
coheirs of Arthur Coke

Robert Coke
went to Ireland md
Grisille O'Moore
I

I

Honora O' Moore I
151 wife

Charles of
Paynestown, and
changed his name
to Cooke

I

Maria O' Dempsey
2nd wife

I

I

William Coke md
Ann Butler

I

Margaret md
James Wall

I
James Coke md
Maria Galway

Honora md
John Bagot

I

I

I

I

I
Thomas
went to
France
1738

Ann
went to
France
1729

I

Catherine
O'Carroll
descendant
from the
family formerly
Chiefs oflreland

I
Francis Coke
went to
Jamaica
3 wives
Edward Francis
... & sole survivor:
descended from
3rd MarE
Edward living
in 1818

I

...

I
William
Lieut. in
Fitzjames's
Regt.
ob sine prole

~

Matthew
Knt of St Louis
at the battle of
Spura
ob 1740

I

Sophia
md James Butler
descended
from the family
of Dukes of
Ormomde
I

A daughter
md The Count
De La Luppe
Born 1795
Died 1869

Edward
Captain
in Fitzjames's
Regt. ob sine
prole

Ann
unmarried
still in
France

I

I

I

Mark
centurian
in Clancarthys'
Regt. Killed
in the battle
ofVervinde
sine prole

Thomas
centurian
in Rahenys'
Regt. Killed
in Italy,
sine prole

George
centurian
in Lee's
Regt. Killed in
Flanders,
ob sine prole
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majority. With money that his supporters gave him as a gift
he built a lovely church "St. Annes" on the Athy Road,
Carlow.

Dates of Importance
•

ID

These years saw the Great Famine in Carlow where thousands died from cholera and hunger.
Soup kitchens were set up in the town to relieve poor peoples hardship.

Carlow Town's
History

1847

Knockbeg College. a preparatory college for St. Patrick's
Diocesan College, was opened.

Annie C. Parker-Byrne

1859

The foundation of the Christian Brother's Monastery, primary and secondary schools for boys.

1207

William Marshall erected a stone castle near the river
Barrow in Carlow Town around which the town grew.

1361

Lionel, son of Edward Ill Lord Lieutenant spent £500 for
tifying the town of Carlow with walls.

1405

Art McMurragh burned Carlow

1604
1607

During the land war and the struggle for home rule huge
meetings were held in Carlow.
The Nationalist and Leinster Times was founded and this
weekly newspaper is widely read.

Carlow Castle was granted to Donogh, Earl of Thomond.

1893

The Earl of Thomond gave a plot of land to the Catholics
to be used as a burial ground. This is the Old Graves on the
Barrow Track where Bishop O'Keeffe (1793) is buried.

The foundation year of the Poor Clares Convent in
Graiguecullen.

1903

Govemeys Boot and Shoe Factory was established by
Michael Govemey, owner of the Mineral Water Factory
who resided at "Barrowville", Kilkenny Road, carlow. He
was one of the City Fathers, as were his son and grandson
in later years.

1923

The Irish Army moved from the old barracks down to
"The Union" on the Kilkenny Road. The Mercy Sisters and
patients were transferred from there up to The Barracks in
Barrack Street and continued their work i'n the Sacred
Heart Home until the new hospital was built. Bethany
House stands on part of the grounds of the Old Barracks.

1926

The first Irish Sugar Beet factory was erected with branches in Mallow, Thurles and Tuam in later years.

1927

Carpenters Brothers, Bar, Grocery and Undertakers was
opened in Barrack Street by two brothers Nicholas and
Patrick Carpenter. Nicholas, who never married, was a
City Father for many years. His nephew, Paddy, followed
in his footsteps as does his grand-nephew, Nicholas, today.
Carpenters continue to give service as good as ever, if not
better, after 71 years in business.

1928

St. Anne's Church, Graiguecullen was opened. This
Church was erected with the stone from St. Anne's Church,
Athy Road (built in the 1840's,).

1935

The Barrow Mills was re-opened. This was formerly
"Shackleton's" - a famous Quaker family from Ballytore.

1961

The new Protestant National School opened on the Green
Road. The Old School and Master's House in Barrack
Street is now the office of S.I.P. T. U. and "Avoca" is the
surgery of Dr. Brendan Doyle.

1962
1968

Erin Foods opened their factory on the Cannery Road
The new Post Office opened at Kennedy Avenue beside the
Old Bridewell Lane. The Old Post Office in Dublin Street
is now the local office oflrish Life.

James 11 spent a night in "The Globe Inn" - now
"Lamberts" Dublin Street, Carlow

1726

St. Mary's Protestant Church was built on the site of an
older church.

1793

St. Patrick's College was opened - the first seminary to be
opened in Ireland after the Penal days

1798

The Insurrection in Carlow resulted in around 1,200 peo
pie being slaughtered, of whom around 600 are buried in
the Croppy Grave in Graiguecullen. They are remembered
annually by local organisations.

1811

The Presentation Sisters were established. Their convent,
primary and secondary schools, were formerly in Tullow
Street.

1815

The bridge over the River Barrow was widened and
renamed Wellington Bridge.

1819

James Doyle became Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin. He
became known as J.KL.
Thomas Corcoran established "The Mineral Water
Factory" which later became known as "Govemey's ".
Thomas Corcoran's widow married Michael Governey and
the family took an active part in the business for a long
number of years. It's trademark was Carlow Castle.

1828

Carlow Cathedral was built on the site of an older church
built in 1792 and was opened in 1833 by J K L who died 6
months later.

1830

A new roof and spire by Cobden was put on St. Mary's
Protestant Church.

1837

The Mercy sisters were established. They taught
St. Joseph's Junior Boys, St. Catherine's Junior and St.
Leo's Senior Girls as well as nursing the poor and elderly
in the Old Union, the Sacred Heart Home and now in the
new Sacred Heart Hospital, Bethany House and St. Fiaac's
House.

1841

1880/
1914
1883

1690

1827

,.

1844/
1846

Colonel Bruen and Daniel O'Connell, son of the Liberator,
contested the Carlow election which Bruen won by a small

1970's
During this period a new outdoor swimming pool was
opened in the Town Park. This pool is now closed and has
been replaced by a heated indoor swimming pool in
Graiguecullens Old School. Houses are to be built on the
Town Park, now called the "Shaw" Park. Once this occurs
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there will be no play area for the children of Carlow Town.
1980's
This period has seen a "Boom" in building. Carlow Castle
is surrounded by houses and apartments as is the Sacred
Heart Home (formerly the Old Barracks)
and this developemnt is known as "Crosbie" Place. Carlow
Town is stretched out with houses on the Kilkenny,
Tullow and Dublin Roads. Paupish or the Burren Road is
no longer "country". Such is the boom!
1990's
(I)

"Hanover Park" opened near Quinnsworth but with no
seating for the elderly or children's play area. Lovely to
walk through.

(2)

"Tintean" houses erected in Graiguecullen and Carlow.
Congratulations to all concerned and to those lucky enough
to occupy same.

(3)

Superquinn Shopping Centre opened on site of Old Gaol.
CL.)

(4)

New Centre for Senior Citiozens opened on Dublin Road.

(5)

Two houses, over 200 years old, demolished at 4.30 a.m ..
July 5th, 1996 at Little Barrack Street, Carlow - "Gallipot
Lane".

(6)

Remaining wall of Old Barracks demolished to widen
Little Barrack Street to facilitate traffic now using old
street for access to Burren Road developments.
The Wall some 30 feet high was erected circa 1780.

(7)

The beautiful trees at Carlow Courthouse were cut down one wonders why?

(8)

The Presentation Convent and School no longer houses
Nuns or Students. All that remains of the Presentations
Sisters at this location is the Sisters "Last Resting Place in
the middle of Cathedral Close Development, adjacent to
the Cathedral of the Assumption.

(9)

"Battle" between "Friends of the Cathedral" and Clergy No winners - only losers in this battle.

(I 0)

"Danoli" brought fame to County Carlow - his owner,
Danny O'Neill is a famous and well known bone setter near
Myshall.

(II)

"Old Carlow Society" celebrated its 50th Anniversary.

Many other events could be recalled but space and time are both
short. The memory is long and hopefully records will be kept for
future generations.
Let us hope that all the Town's Green areas will not have dissappeared, in the interests of "development" as this is neither desireable
or in accordance with the wishes of the people. Let us also hope for
and actively recruit "new members for the Old Carlow Society to
ensure the Societies survival and perhaps a name change would not
be out of order to encourage the less elderly to join up and record our
history for future generations".
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The Quay of Leighlin 0!
LOUD roars the swollen Barrow
The rain in deluge pours!'
No boat can move to-morrow
Along its verdant shores,
Then messmates sing, 'y' heave, ho!'
We'll wait to-morrow's tow,
As we're tied,
Side by side,
At the Quay ofLeighlin, 0.

We've had prosp'rous season,
The traffic great and good,
I, therefore, see no reason
Not to 'enjoy the flood,
And frost will come, and snow
And northern tempests blow,
Whilst we lie
Snug and dry
At the Quay ofLeighlin, 0.

From Poems

by
Rowan McCoombe

Was ever known such earning
To pay them six per cent?
And private traders yearning
To clear the tolls and rent,
And slaves were we, you know,
Ill paid, ill fed also, Till they toss' d
And they lost,
At the Quay ofLeighlin, 0.
But, hark! I hear the rumbling
Of Kelly's jaunting-car,
A voice seems hoarsely grumbling
Upon the breeze afar 'Come, boatmen, northward ho!
And haulers, haul in tow
Don't delay,
Steer away,
From the Quay ofLeighlin, O.'
Each hauler glooms in silence,
And yokes his double swing,
He feels the dread surveillance
That's ever on the wing.
Then boatmen in a row
Their mooring chains let go,
And they glide,
Through the tide,
From the Quay ofLeighlin O!
The wave shoots o'er our stern post,
And leaves our upper strike,
To sail in such a tempest
Was never known the like.
Those who are born to woe,
Must wait the summer's glow,
Whilst they scud,
Through the flood,
From the Quay ofLeighlin O!
Fair nature shares the blessing
The mankind will refuse,
Her goodness still suppressing,
Had he the power to choose.
But tho' the march is slow,
The faithful here below
Safe shall sail
Through Life's gale,
From the Quay ofLeighlin O!

!.
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Sacred
to the memory of
James Lawless
who fought with the
Insurgent Army in Wexford
in the struggle for
Irish Independence in
1798
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escaped without the slightest injury himself. He was then in comfortable if not
affiuent circumstances, but family misfortunes partly arising from the vice to which
Irishmen in his time were too much addicted, left him poor and friendless, to terminate a long life and chequered career in a
Union Workhouse. He himself states that
he belongs to the Cromwellian colonists,
and claims relationship by his maternal parents with several respectable families in the
county of Wexford.
We inspected last week an exceedingly fine
photograph of this remarkable man, taken
by Mr.Matthew William Rowe of Dublin
Street. The likeness is perfect and we
understand copies can be procured at his
photographic establishment.

and who died 1st Sept
1870
aged 109 years
This monument is erected
by the people of Carlow as

Tommy Clarke

Extract from
The Carlow Post
10 September, 1870.
Last week we briefly announced the death
of a man named Lawless an inmate of the
Carlow Workhouse, which took place on
Thursday week and who was interred in

a tribute to his patriotism

God save Ireland
Momument

Extract from
The Carlow Post
6 August, 1864
There is at present an old man in the
Carlow Union Workhouse, named Lawless,
who has reached the age of 103 years, and
still enjoys a robust constitution and his
faculties are quite unimpaired. He is a
native of Ferns in the county Wexford, and
was born in 1761. In the Insurrection of
1798 he was a rebel officer and fought at
the battles of Enniscorthy, New Ross and
Vinegar Hill. After the rebels had been driven from their entrenchments in the latter
places they proceeded to Wexford where
they separated into two divisions, one body
taking a northward direction by Mount
Leinster and the one to which Lawless was
attached proceeding in the same direction
by the sea side route. Lawless also fought
at the battles of Newtownbarry, Rathdrum,
Swords, The Boyne and Hacketstown, in
the course of which he was twice severely
wounded, a sabre cut being still visible on
his face. He afterwards fought two duels,
one with a military captain and on both
occasions he wounded his antagonist and

The Graves' on Sunday evening last
Lawless had been an Insurgent Chief in
1798, and took an active part in the battles
of Wexford, New Ross, Newtownbarry and
Kilcomney. He was a captain of the United
Irishmen and died at the patriarchal age of
109 years. He reaped barley at the
Workhouse in 1866, and was supported in
town afterwards for a short time, but shortly returned to the house where he retained
his faculties to the last. On Sunday last the
funeral took place, when some thousands
marched in procession after the remains,
and a collection is now on foot for the purpose of collecting funds for a Celtic cross
over the remains of the venerable Insurgent
Chief.

to James Lawless
in the Old Graves
cemetery, on the
Barrow Banks
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Castle of Carlow
Who built and
occupied
the first
castle here?
Dr Kieran O'Conor
he major result of the summer 1996
excavation at Carlow Castle was to find
evidence for a primary earthwork or timber
castle there, pre-dating the ruined masonry
keep still visible at the site today (Fig. 1; Pis
1-3; O'Conor 1997, 14-15). This means that
the very first Anglo-Norman castle built at
Carlow would have had buildings and
defences constructed of wood (or clay and
wood) as opposed to stone.

T

Certainly, capstone tower-houses are by far
the commonest type of masonry castle extant
in the Irish countryside today but the overwhelming majority of these were built
between about 1400 and 1650 (e.g. McNeill
1997, 226-229; Sweetman 1995, 36-42). It is

continually forgotten, however, that most of
the castles built and occupied by the AngloNormans in Ireland from the late 12th century through to the early 14th century were
actually made of earth and timber (O'Conor
1998, 17-18).
Earthwork or timber castles are usually
divided by modem scholarship into two
types: the motte and the ringwork. As in
Scotland, identifiable examples of ringworks
built in Ireland by the Anglo-Normans are
relatively rare in comparison to mottes
(O'Conor 1992, 3, 10-12). Ringwork castles
can really be defined as having been mainly
circular or oval, embanked and ditched
enclosures, differentiated during their period
of usage from earlier (or possibly contemporary) Irish ringforts by the complexity of
their timber defences (O'Conor 1998, 18, 93,
106). A variant of this type of earthwork castle is the partial ringwork. A partial ringwork
usually occurs on a promontory or ridge-end
where there are strong natural defences.
These natural defences meant that it was
only necessary to throw a bank, palisade and
ditch across the exposed side of the site. The
natural defences on the other sides of a
fortress like this were deemed strong enough
to need no extra man-made defences added
to them - other than perhaps a palisade or a
little scarping of the natural slope (King
1988, 57).
It must be emphasised that the reason why

ringworks or, indeed, mottes were called

,,_,

.,
t

castles in the medieval sources seems to
have been due to the sophisticated nature of
their wooden defences, which made them
capable of defence against relatively serious
attack (O'Conor 1998, 25-26).,
No definite ringworks have as yet been identified in Co. Carlow. In contrast, eight mottes
have been recognised to date by the
Archaeological Survey of Ireland in the
modern county (Brindley and Kilfeather
1993, 78-79). Two further mottes, however,
may also have existed in what is now Carlow
during the medieval period.
A large possible motte seems to have once
stood at Rathoman, Co. Carlow (OS Letters,
Carlow, 27-28; Brindley and Kilfeather
1993, 27). Rathoman was the caput of a de
Boneville manor and lay in the medieval
cantred of Obargi. The de Bonevilles were
vassals of the de Clahulls, lords of Obargi,
during the late 12th and 13th century (Brooks
1950, 86-87; O'Conor 1993, 698-699).
The eroded 4m high earthen mound at
Straboe, Co. Carlow, which appears to have
had an original summit diameter of about
12m - 13m and lies beside the Slaney River,
may well be the remains of another motte at
the centre of a historically attested AngloNorman manor (Orpen 1906, 381). A church
also seems to have existed beside this mound
during the medieval period (Reg. St.
Thomas's Abbey, I I 5; Brindley and
Kilfeather 1993, 71). In all, the sites often
mottes seem to exist in the modern county of
Carlow today (see appendix).
A motte can be described as a mound of
earth, whose flat summit would once have
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had wooden buildings and defences on it.
Sometimes a defended enclosure known as a
bailey was attached onto the base of the
motte. Again, the defences surmounting the
bailey's banks and the buildings within it
were also usually constructed of wood or
clay and wood (O'Conor 1998, 18, 30-34).
Two excellent examples of this type of
Anglo-Norman fortress in Co. Carlow are
the motte and bailey castles at Castlemore
and St. Mullins, both planned by the present
writer about eight years ago (Figs 2-3). In
all, at least 539 motte and ringwork castles
were constructed in Ireland between the late
}2th and early 14th century (O'Conor 1992,
3; 1998, 18).
What type of earthwork or timber castle was
the first fortification at Carlow?
Unfortunately this is an almost impossible
question to answer as the edges of the small
low rise that Carlow Castle is located upon
were quarried away in the }8th and early }9th
century. There was no chance, therefore, of
extending the excavation to the original
edges of the rise to identify what type of
outer defensive works once existed there
(O'Conor 1997, 14). This means that the
excavated evidence from under the masonry
keep for the early timber castle can be interpreted in two ways. Either the first castle of
Carlow was a partial ringwork with a bailey
to its north or it was a low motte carved out
of a natural rise, with its broad summit divided into two wards by a fosse and palisade
(O'Conor 1997, 14-15). The main point of
this paper, however, is to suggest the identity or identities of the builder and first occupier of the primary timber castle at Carlow.

Truncated ditch of the timber castle

Location map showing keep at Carlow Castle

Surviving early Anglo-Norman historical
sources such as the Expugnatio Hibernica
and the Song of Dermot and the Earl contain much information about the way
Strongbow parcelled out fiefs to his main
followers after he became lord of Leinster
in May 1171, upon the death of his fatherin-law Dermot MacMurrough (Expugnatio,
195; Song, Lines 3060-3 128; Orpen 19111920, i, 371-373, 377-393). One major
problem with these early Anglo-Norman
sources, however, is that there is no direct
description within them of the manors and
lands kept in demesne by Strongbow for
himself as lord of Leinster in the period
1171-1176 (Orpen 1911-20, i, 373).
The main point here is that there is no contemporary or near-contemporary description
or listing of the Leinster lands kept in
demesne by Strongbow before his death in
1176. Furthermore, there has been a tendency by at least some scholars to assume that
demesne manors of the lord ofLeinster prior
to 1247 or of his heirs after the latter date
had been set up as such by Strongbow in the
1170s (e.g. Nugent 1955). This situation has
led to some confusion as to the exact land-
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Excavated remains of
com-drying kiln

One of the stone-dumps in the
ditch ofthe limber castle, placed to
support the weight of the stone

keep

holding status of the manor of Carlow during
the first three decades of Anglo-Norman rule
in Leinster.
It has been stated in this regard that

Strongbow kept the manor of Carlow in
demesne during his subinfeudation of his
newly-acquired lordship of Leinster in the
early 1170s (Orpen 1911-1920, I, 374). Later
evidence certainly shows that Carlow was an
important holding of the lord of Leinster
prior to the 1247 partition of that liberty
amongst the various surviving Marshal
heiresses or their heirs. A charter, dating to c.
1223, indicates that William Marshal (who
became lord of Leinster in 1189 after his
marriage to Strongbow's daughter Eva) had
founded a borough at Carlow in the first
years of the 13th century. Internal evidence
within this charter would suggest that this
latter event happened before August 1210
(MacNiocaill 1964, 130-138). In 1231
Carlow Castle was regarded as one of the
most important Marshal castles in Leinster
(CD!, i, No. 1872). The castle, manor and
borough of Carlow went to the Bigod earls
of Norfolk in the 1247 partition of the lordship. They were descended from William
Marshal the Elder through his daughter
Maud, who had married Hugh Bigod (Orpen
1911-1920, iii, 81).
There is evidence, however, to show that the
view that Carlow was always a seignorial
manor of the lord of Leinster between the
1170's and the 1240's is not quite correct.

Strongbow, as first lord of Leinster, granted
John de Clahull all the land 'between Oboy
and Leighlin (entre eboy e lethelyn)' around
1172 or 1173 (Song, Lines 3100-3103). This
early land grant was known as Obargi.
Orpen (1911-1920, i, 385) held that this territory corresponded to what is now much of
south-east Laois around Killeshin - basically
the modern barony of Slewmargy.
Futhermore, in 1181 Hugh de Lacy, as justiciar and apparently at the behest of Henry II,
built a castle for de Clahull within Obargi
(Expugnatio, 195). It has always been held
that this castle is represented today by the
motte extant at Killeshin, Co. Laois; Orpen
1907, 248; 1911-1920, i, 385-386; Armitage
1912, 339; Bhreathnach 1994, 47; Brooks
1950, 56-57).
More recent work, however, has shown that
Obargi was in fact larger than Orpen
believed at the beginning of this century and
included parts of modern north-west County
Carlow, as well as a slice of north-east
Kilkenny (Brooks 1950, 56; Nicholls 1969,
86-87). Specifically, a charter of c. 1200
states that John Comyn, archbishop of
Dublin, instituted one Thurstin, a priest, to
the moiety of a number of churches in
Obargi, including the churches of St.
Congall of Carlow and St. Comgan of
Killeshin (Bhreathnach 1994, 47; Brooks
1950, 56-57). This charter, therefore, suggests that John de Clahull was lay-patron of
the church at Carlow around 1200. This indicates that he was lord of the manor of

Carlow at this date and that the settlements,
lands and church there were an integral part
of his fiefofObargi. In all, the evidence suggests that Carlow, near Killeshin, was part of
Strongbow's original grant of Obargi to de
Clahull in the early l l 70's. This would
mean, therefore, that Carlow was not a
demesne manor of the lord of Leinster during the late 12th century.
As noted, the manor of Carlow appears to
have been in the hands of William Marshal
the Elder by late 1210. Upon gaining control
of Carlow, Marshal seems almost immediately to have granted the settlement there
borough status. He appears to have
embarked shortly after this on the replacement of the timber castle at Carlow with a
masonry fortress, which included the towered keep, which is still partly standing. In
all, he turned Carlow Castle into an important administrative centre for this part of
Leinster (O'Conor 1997, 15-16). However,
the reasons behind Marshal's acquisition of
Carlow in the first years of the 13th century
are really the subject of another article. The
main point for this paper is that John de
Clahull, a vassal ofbo_th Strongbo; and later
Marshal, held Carlow for at least the first
three decades of Anglo-Norman control in
Leinster.
At a general level, therefore, it appears that
the primary timber castle at Carlow represents the remains of a fortress built at some
stage in the late 12th century by de Clahull
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as part of his efforts to develop his new lands
in Obargi. It is possible, however, to argue
for a more exact date for the construction of
this first castle at Carlow.
As noted above, Hugh de Lacy, the justiciar,
built a castle for de Clahull in 1181. This was
part of a wider castle-building programme
across the nascent Anglo-Norman lordships
of Meath and Leinster (Expugnatio, 195).
The widespread erection of these castles
(apparently almost exclusively timber ones)
in the years 1181-1182 seems to have been
related to Henry II' s plans to create a steady,
stable and prosperous lordship oflreland for
his youngest son John when he came of age
(O'Conor 1993, 125-137). Again, as mentioned above, it has always been presumed
by historians and archaeologists that this
1181 castle within Obargi is represented
today by the motte at Killeshin, Co. Laois,
simply because no other alternative was
known to exist.
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This long-held view can be seriously questioned now that the 1996 excavation at
Carlow Castle shows that there was a primary timber castle there and more recent historical work shows that Carlow lay within John
de Clahull's lands of Obargi before c. 1200.
The actual 1181 reference states that Hugh
de Lacy built this castle on the Barrow
(super aquam Berue) for de Clahull
(Expugnatio, 195). The motte at Killeshin is
a full three miles (five kilometres) from the
actual banks of the latter river. Carlow Castle
is located right beside the Barrow on a low
rise at the confluence of that river with the
Burren(Fig. 4; O'Conor 1997, 13-14). Its siting on the left bank of the Barrow suggests
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Carlow to be a far better candidate for the
1181 de Clahull castle than the motte at
Killeshin. The site of Carlow Castle fits the
description of this fortress in the Expugnatio
better than the latter motte.
There is another reason as to why the primary timber castle at Carlow is probably this
ll81 de Clahull fortification. Killeshin was
still a relatively important monastery and
church during the late 11th and 12th century
as evidenced by the fine Romanesque doorway on the church there (Bhreathnach 1994,
41-47). Basically it was a well-known place,
at least in Leinster. Yet the 1181 reference to
the building of this castle for de Clahull in
Obargi makes absolutely no mention of
Killeshin. This is in stark contrast to the
other Anglo-Norman castles built beside
functioning monasteries or churches by
Hugh de Lacy for various knights in ll81ll82. For example, in ll82 the latter constructed a castle beside the monastery at
Timahoe, Co. Laois, for Meyler Fitz Henry
(Expugnatio, l 95). In this regard, it seems
surprising that Killeshin is not referred to by
Giraldus Cambrensis during this whole castle-building process described by him in the
Expugnatio Hibernica. Instead, the actual
reference within the latter source vaguely
states that de Clahull's castle was built 'not
far from Leighlin (non procul a Lechlinia)'
(Expugnatio, 195). This wording suggests
that de Clahull's castle was built at an
unknown place of no importance and not
Killeshin. Again, this description suits
Carlow as it appears to have been of no significance up to the late )2th century, although
there seems to have been an unimportant
pre-Norman church here (e.g. King 1987,
IO).

Conclusions
It is argued, therefore, that the ll 81 fortification built for John de Clahull by Hugh de

Lacy, the justiciar, was the primary timber
castle uncovered by the recent excavations at
Carlow Castle and not Killeshin motte.
It is easy to see why Carlow Castle was cho-

sen as the site for a major Anglo-Norman
fortress. As noted, the castle was built on a
low rise at the confluence of the Barrow and
Burren Rivers. Furthermore, this small rise
was surrounded by marsh on its landward
sides (Fig. 4). This meant that the site was
imbued with natural defences. It was clearly
one of the most defensible locations in this
part of Leinster (O'Conor 1997, 13-14).
Militarily, it was an excellent choice of site
for a castle.
It was also a sensible location for a castle-

from an economic point of view. AngloNorman knights like de Clahull were interested in making a profit from their new lands
- military glory was not the only reason why
they came to Ireland. The exact settlement
history of Obargi will never be known fully
due to the lack of surviving documentation
for it. Nevertheless, it is probably fair to say,
on analogy with elsewhere, that upon being
granted Obargi by Strongbow in the early
1170s, de Clahull placed his caput at
Killeshin - then the most important settlement and church on his new lands (e.g.
Bhreathnach 1994, 46-47). Unfortunately
Killeshin was located in a relatively isolated
spot well away from major routeways in a
small glen leading up into the Castlecomer
Plateau - an area of marginal agriculturial
land (Bhreathnach 1994, 33). John de
Clahull must have soon realised the limitations ofKilleshin as the location for the centre of his new fief. The important fact about

the Barrow during the whole medieval period was that it was navigable by flat-bottomed boats as far as Athy, upriver from
Carlow (Glasscock 1987) The attractions of
a Barrowside location like Carlow must have
quickly become apparent to him. It presumably become increasingly clear to de Clahull
during the second half of the l l 70's, interested as he must have been in the economic
· development of his new estates, that a location at Carlow for his main centre would be
a far better option than the rather isolated
Killeshin. A centre at Carlow would be able
to participate in the nascent but growing
trade up and down the Barrow- thus adding
to de Clahull's wealth. In ll81 Carlow's
location beside the Barrow and its potential
for economic growth must have been one of
the main reasons why de Clahull presumably
advised Hugh de Lacy to build a new castle
for him there.
Military and economic considerations, therefore, lay behind the choice in ll8l of Carlow
as the new centre for de Clahull's lands in
Obargi. The importance of the recent excavation at Carlow Castle is that the results
from it have helped facilitate a better understanding of the origins of Carlow as a settlement. In turn, this settlement was to grow by
the 13th century into a major centre in this
part of Leinster - a position it still holds
today.

Appendix
Mottes and possible mottes in modern Co.
Carlow:
Ballyknockan, Castlegrace, Castlemore,
Dunleckney, St. Mullins, Knockroe,
Minvaud Upper, Straboe, Tullow Town and
Rathornan.
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Shaw's bequest
to Carlow.

George Bernard Shaw

Letters written by
Shaw
proposing to hand over
his property
"to the Carlow Municipality
for the common welfare"

which include the recent bombing of the Vatican. Carlow clearly
loses by this arrangement.

Sean 0' Shea

I therefore propose to hand over the property to the Carlow municinality for the common welfare.

eorge Bernard Shaw's connections with the Town of Carlow
came through his maternal antecedents - the Gurly family. He
inherited a small estate from his Great Grandfather Thomas Gurly, all
of which he left to the People of Carlow.

I find, however, that this step, being unusual, is not easy. Nobody
seems to know how it is to be done. If I proposed to leave the property to some relative who might, like my grandfather, mortgage it to
the last farthing and leave it in a ruinous condition, I could do it without the least trouble. But to leave it to a public body for the public
benefit seems to be impossible when the public body in question is a
municipality

G

His first gift to Carlow in 1919 was the old Assembly Rooms at
Dublin Street, which had fallen into poor repair. Shaw bequeathed
the building to the Town's Technical Instruction Committee for use
as a school. The premises was later the local Vocational School, and
until recently The County Library headquarters.
The balance of the Estate, which he handed over in 1945 "to the
Carlow Municipality for common welfare", comprised property at
John Street/Centaur Street/Ballymanus Terrace, Athy Road/Grave
Lane, Tullow Street, The Quay, and Dublin Street.
This article records Shaws letters relating to his second bequest, and
as same are comprehensive and self explanatory continuity comments are consequently brief.
The initial letter dated the 13th May, 1944 offering the estate to the
Urban Council is set out hereunder, and was acknowledged by the
Council on the 19th of that month.

From Bernard Shaw

4 Whitehall Court (130) London S.W. l.
Phone: Whitehall 3160
Telegrams: Solialist, Parl-London

13th May, 1944
Will you be so good as to bring the following matter before your
Council
I am the landlord of a property in Carlow which I inherited as the
great grandson of the Thomas Gurly whose monument is in one of
your chief churches. It was formerly a considerable property, but it
now yields a net revenue of only £150 a year. When it came into my
hands I received nothing but the legal ownership, a bundle of mortgages, and several dependent relatives. As I have cleared off the
mortgages and provided otherwise for the surviving relatives, there
are now no encumbrances except the head rents.
I am an absentee landlord, having spent out of the 88 years ofmy life
only one day in Carlow. The estate is managed by Major A.J.W.
Fitzmaurice of I Leinster Crescent.
These are the bare facts. The economic situation is that Carlow has
to ~~nd my share of its rent to England, where it is confiscated by the
Bntish Government to defray the expenses cf military operations

I have served for six years as municipal councillor on a London
Borough Council governing a quarter of a million people. I therefore
know the difficulties from the inside.
What I would beg the U.D.C. to consider is this. Suppose I make a
gift of the property to the Council on Trust for purposes which
exclude its sale to private owners, the use of its revenue to relieve the
rates directly or for alms giving in any form, confining it to improvements, house modernization and experimental innovations, embankment of the river Barrow, and, generally, for progressive work which
would not otherwise be undertaken, would the Council accept the
Trust, and establish a standing committee or subcommittee to administer it?
You may say that the property is too small to be worth considering
for such purposes. I should reply that it represents solid land, the
importance of which to a city is not fairly measurable by the income
of its private landlord, and that I can stipulate that it shall not be a
closed Trust, but be the nucleus of a civic improvenent fund well
advertised and open to all citizens who desire to follow my example,
but, like myself, do not know exactly how to do it. It should not bear
my name nor that of any other individual nor of any creed or political party. Its income could be left to accumulate within the limit
allowed by the law against perpetuities to any extent thought necessary. Would the Council take it on these conditions?
I should perhaps mention that if it refuses, the property will pass after
my death to the National Gallery oflreland, to which in my boyhood
in Dublin I owed much of my Art education, which enabled me to
earn a living as critic before I made my mark as a playwright. It will
therefore not be lost to Ireland in any case.
But Carlow is clearly entitled to the first offer.
Faithfully

1t:t~LOM'-:l 4t. .:-----)
The Clerk
The Urban District Council,
Carlow,
Eire.
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At a special meeting of the Carlow Urban District Council held on
Tuesday 23rd May, 1944 the following Resolution was adopted That the Council accepts the offer contained in Mr. Shaw's letter as
set out above on the terms and conditions therein setfo~th.
That the Council express its warm appreciation of Mr. Shaw's very
generous and valued gift and
That consideration of the manner in which the conveyance of the
properties shall be taken over by the Council, or by Trustees on its
behalf, be defe"ed until such time as full detailed particulars of the
properties be made available to the Council's Solicitor when he will
be in a position to advise as to the most satisfactory manner in which
such conveyance can be completed.

The Council's decision was conveyed to Shaw on the 24th May 1944,
with request that Title documents relating to the Estate be forwarded
to the Council's Solicitor, William L. Duggan, College Street,
Carlow.

Ayot St. Lawrence, Welwyn, Herts
Trains: Welwyn Garden City, 5 Miles.
Wheathampstead, 2 Miles
Telegrams and Phone:Codicote 218

The only possibility I should like to bar is the sale of the property
back again into private property and private management. That
would defeat my intention completely.
Also I should express a wish that Major Fitzmaurice should retain the
agency until he retires, if the Council is not yet provided with a
department for the management of civic estates. But this I must leave
to the goodwill of the Council.
The Fund plan is enormously simpler and better than any other I can
think of
Faithfully

(

Town Clerk
Carlow.

I

On the 20th August 1944, Shaw instructed Malcomson and Law,
Solicitors, Court Place, Carlow to act on his behalf.

r
t

4 Whitehall Court ( 130) London S. W.1 .
Telegrams: Solialist, Part-London
Phone: Whitehall 3160

27th May, 1944

Ayot St. Lawrence, Welwyn, Herts,
Trains: Wheathampstead, L & N.E.R 2 Y. Miles
Telegrams: Bernard shaw, Codicote.
Phone:Codicote 218

20 August, 1944

Dear Sir,

Dear Sirs

Thanks for your letter dated the 19th, which reached me today.

This is only a formal instruction to you to act or watch for me as far
as may be necessary in the matter of the gift of my landed property
in Eire to the municipalities of Carlow and Wexford.

On thinking it over it seems to me that the simplest plan would be for
the Council to establish a Voluntary Civic Improvement Fund, open
to all.contributors of good will and public spirit. There might perhaps
be a tablet in the Town Hall to inscribe their names on if that would
gratify them.

To such a Fund I could just hand over the property without conditions
or trust deeds or any other complications.
My municipalization of the old Assembly Rooms seems to have been
a success. The great thing is to start other people doing it.
Faithfully
The Town Clerk
Carlow

Ayot St. Lawrence, Welwyn, Herts
Trains: Welwyn Garden City, 5 Miles.
Wheatharnpstead, 2Y. Miles
Telegrams and Phone:Codicote 218

I

4 Whitehall Court (130) London S. WI.

To avoid all legal and constitutional complications I.have suggested
the device of a Permanent Voluntary Civic Improvement Fund open
to all contributors and administered by a Committee of the Borough
Council ex-officio. I submitted this plan to Lord Passfield (Sidney
Webb) who is the leading authority on Local Government; and he
agreed that it is the right one. The:: Wexford Corporati9n approves and
accepts.
You and Major Fitzmaurice know more about the situation in Carlow
than I do. The Town Solicitor has all my title deeds, including the
Wexford one.
You will. understand that I can do nothing in the matter but sign documents. You and Fitzmaurice and the Town Clerks and solicitors
must put it through between you. I urge the utmost possible expedition because I am in my 89th year, and may drop at any moment, in
which case the property would fall into my residuary estate and be
lost to Carlow.

Telegrams: Solialist, Part-London

Faithfully

Phone: Whitehall 3160

30th May, 1944

Messrs Malcolmson & Law
Court Place, Carlow.
Eire.

Dear Mr Mcintyre,
Your letter of the 24th has just reached me with the welcome news
that the Council has accepted my proposal.
I am writing to my London solicitors, Messrs J.N. Mason & Co, of
41 Temple Chambers, Temple Avenue, London E.C., to send my title
deeds to Mr Duggan.
I hope we shall be able to do without an elaborate Trust. It might
raise questions as to the competence of the Council to undertake it.
But there can be no serious question as to the power of the Council
to open and administer a voluntary civic improvements fund, open to
all contributors. I could make the property over as a donation to such
a fund unconditionally; for the limitation of the fund to improvements would do all I want.

Perusal of Title Documents, received in late September proved "to be
very laborious and tedious work". There was also "some difficulty in
framing a Deed of Conveyance which would express in practical
form, the conditions on which Mr. Shaw appears to wish to impose
on the Gift to the Council"
Following correspondence with the Department for Local
Government and Public Health regarding transfer of property by
Shaw to the Council, the Town Clerk was informed on the 9th
February 1945 that the Minister "has under consideration a proposal
for fresh Legislation to empower a Local Authority to accept, hold

(
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and administer gifts or property for any local public purpose or for
the benefit of the inhabitants of the area".

parasitic mortgaging relative without the least trouble or question, I may not leave it to my country.

On the 10th February 1945, Shaw responded to queries submitted to
him relating to legal costs, repairs to property and having his Gift
administered by Trustees nominated by the Council, with income
being applied for purposes to be charitable.

This is more than enough for a day's perusal.

Ayot St. Lawrence, Welwyn, Herts,
Trains: Wheathampstead, L & N.E.R. 2 V. Miles
Telegrams: Bernard shaw, Codicote.
Phone:Codicote 218

Faithfully
Malcomson & Law,
Court Place,
Carlow.

4:t')~~l ~ - )

4 Whitehall Court, London, S.W. l

10th February, 1945
Dear Sirs,
In reply to your RKL/EW dated the 5th inst. :
1. The costs of the transfer will be a charge on the income of
the property.
2. The application of the income should not be defined or limited in any way except by the title of the Fund, to which I am
only a subscriber. If repairs, or any other item, be specified it
will be assumed that the Council may not do anything that is
not specified, which would reduce the whole affair to absurdi,
ty. Any specification should be of the things that Council may
not do. It should not throw the estate back into private property by selling it outright; and it should not apply the revenue to
the reduction of the rates. Otherwise it may do all that I may
now do. It must be borne in mind that future subscriptions to
the Fund may take the same form and enlarge it far beyond my
little nucleus, or be applied to the purchase of additional land
as well as to the redemption of head rents and quit rents.
3. To this I object decisively. If my scheme falls through, the
estate must revert to my residuary estate under my will. My
gift must either take effect or not. To make it a stepping stone
to an ordinary charitable trust would completely defeat my
intention.
The danger is that the Council's solicitors may be led by habit
and practice to treat it as an ordinary trust. This would involve
long delay, heavy costs, and finally litigation resulting in a
decision that the Council's participation in such a trust is ultra
vires, by which time the costs would have swallowed up the
whole property. I was advised by one legal authority that it
would be safer and actually cheaper to go for a short Act of
Parliament.
I had to devise a new method, easy and cheap, by which testators and donors could municipalize their gifts. I invented the
Voluntary Civic Improvement Fund, open to all contributors,
with the municipal authority administering ex-officio. The
leading authority on local government Lord Passfield, agreed
that this is a correct solution and the best available.
My object is to establish this method and make it possible and
fashionable to cover all Ireland with V.C.I. Funds., thereby
securing for the country masses of bequeathed or donated
money now wasted on trumpery private charities because public spirited people dont know what else to do with them.
Impress this on Messrs Duggan if they have not already
grasped it. If they recommend to the Council a course of action
which is hereafter declared ultra vires the councillors will be
surcharged with the costs, and will revenge themselves by
changing their solicitors.
Anyhow, if the thing cannot be done my way it cannot be done
at all; and I simply withdraw my offer and explain publicly (or
perhaps privately to head quarters) that the law is in such a
state that though I may give my propoerty to any improvident

At meeting of the 10th April 1945, the Urban District Council considered letter from the Department dated 9th February, Shaw's letter
dated 10th February, together with Draft Deed of Conveyance, submitted by the Council's Solicitor.
The following Resolution was adopted That the Council, in its corporate capacity, accept the gift ofproperties from Mr. Shaw on the conditions prescribed by him and request
the Minister for Local Government and Public Health to expedite the
enactment oflegislation to empower a local authority to accept, hold
and administer gifts or property for any local public purposes or for
the benefit of the inhabitants ofthe area, which he stated in his letter
(9/2/45) he had under consideration, and, if there is a possibility of
such legislation not being enacted for some time that we request the
Minister to insert a retrospective clause therein in case it might subsequently be held that the action of the Council in accepting this
property is ultra vires .

4/5/1945
Ayot St. Lawrence
Nr. Welwyn,
Herts.
Dear Sirs,
I learn from the Carlow papers that the District Council has
decided not to accept my offer on condition that it establish a
Voluntary Civic Improvement Fund, but to seek from the Dail
a private Act empowering it to make, the estate an ordinary
charitable trust with itself as Trustee.
As this would completely defeat my intention, and benefit
nobody but my fellow landlords, I must withdraw my offer,
and give the estate to some national institution which will
take the rents from Carlow and spend them in Dublin, thereby leaving Carlow poorer instead of richer.
Please advise the Council accordingly.
I am asking the Taoiseach whether it is possible to obtain a
public Act enabling all Irish municipalities to carry out my
scheme without reference to Carlow or to my particular case.
Meanwhile, however, my gift is cancelled; and it seems only
two probable that I shall die before it can be renewed. In that
case the Council will have itself to thank for not swallowing
the whole estate as quickly and successfully as it swallowed
the old Assembly Rooms, now a flourishing municipal School
of Art.
Faithfully
Messrs Malcolmson & Law
Court Place
Carlow.

4-t>~~
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Draft Deed of Conveyance was forwarded to Mr. Shaw by
Malcomson & Law, Solicitors on the 7th May 1945.

Ayot St. Lawrence, Welwyn, Herts.
Tel. Codicote 218

4 Whitehall Court, London, SW. I.
Tel. Whitehall 3160

5th June 1945
Dear Sirs,

Codicote 218

Ayot St. Lawrence
Nr. Welwyn,
Herts.
15th May, 1945

The enclosed letter from the Taoiseach is not for publication but for
exhibtion privately to those interested: say the Town Clerk, the
Duggan firm, and Major Fitzmaurice.
Please let me have it back at your convenience.

Dear Sirs,
The matter must now await the promised move in the Dail.
In reply to your RKL/EW dated the 7th inst.,and enclosing the draft
conveyance: I should omit Clause 17 on two grounds. 1. It raises a question which
will never arise ifit is let alone. 2. It is a legislative clause which has
no place in a contract. The contract is subject to the law of the land,
which cannot be altered or created by any act of mine.
The last sentence in Clause 15 stipulates that the plot called The
Graves shall not be used otherwise than as a burial ground. I object
violently to this. One of my uncles was secretary of Mount Jerome
cemetery; and what I learnt behind the scenes there gave me a horror
of earth burial which has made me a strong advocate of cremation. If
the plot cannot be deconsecrated and the name of Grave Lane
changed, then I hope it will be occupied by a municipal crematorium
when the Church lifts its ban on that method of preventing the dead
from crowding out the living in Ireland. The sentence should be
omitted and the provision ofa crematorium mentioned in Clause 13.
In Clause 9 I should prefer the word Fund instead of Trust in the public title; and I should include among the objects in Clause 13 the
advertising and recording of its existence and activities.
With these trifling modifications I should have been prepared to sign
the conveyance and make an end of the business if the Council had
not got into a funk about their powers (which nobody would have
questioned) and decided to seek an Empowering Act, private and ad
hoc, at great expense to Carlow, and mak, the transaction a warning
instead of an example to the rest of Ireland. So for the moment I cry
off, and keep the conveyance in cold storage until the thing is done
my way, which is a new way and needs no search for precedents.
I have put the case to the Taoiseach on the chance of his either passing a public Act which would reassure all the municipalities and cost
Carlow nothing, or else, more probably, tell the Council not to be
damned fools and grab what they are offered with due thanks to God
for the windfall.

Faithfully
Messrs. Malcolmson & Law
Court Place,
Carlow.

J
I

The Local Authorities (Acceptance of Gifts) Act 1945 was passed by
Dail Eireann on Friday 6th July, 1945. Shaw was informed by the
Council on the 12th July and advised that a copy of the Act would be
forwarded to him when same comes to hand.
From Bernard Shaw.
13th July 1945.
Dear Sirs,
I take it that by the h~e •J,;s reaches you the Acceptance of Gifts Bill
will have become law, if it has not done so already. The conveyance
can therefore be made out simply as within the meaning and for the
purposes of the Local Authorities (Acceptance of Gifts)Act 1945. I
can sign it, leaving the date blank, and place it in your hands to be
dated and delivered to the Council immediately on its passing a resolution establishing the fund and adopting the Act.
The same applies to the Wexford conveyance.
Unless a regular meeting of the Council be due will you urge that a
special meeting be summoned for the purpose as I am a very old man
and may die or change my mind at any moment. I am anxious to get
this business through as soon as possible.
Faithfully,
Messrs Malcolmson & Law,
Carlow.

If anything comes of this I will keep you informed.

Faithfully
Messrs Malcomson & Law
Court Place,
Carlow,
Eire.

On the 2nd June, 1945 the Taoiseach, Eamon de Valera informed
Shaw,
I find that the minister of Local Government was already considering the question of legislation to enable City and Urban Authorities
to accept and administer gifts and bequests for Civic Improvements.
He agrees with your view as to the desirability ofproviding the establishment of local Civic Improvements Funds. Proposals for
Legislation to deal with the whole matter are being prepared and will
shortly be submitted to the Government.

4 Whitehall Court, London , S.W. l

16th July, 1945
In reply to your letter dated the 12th, for which I thank you, I already
possess a copy of the Acceptance of Gifts Bill sent me by the
Taoiseach; and the conveyance in terms of the Act will be ready for
delivery when the District Council pass the resolution to adopt the
Act and put it in immediate operation.
Faithfully
Town Clerk,
Town Hall,
Carlow.

-,..,'·.

Under Section 2 of the Act, the Council is empowered to adopt a
scheme for acceptance, holding and administration of Gifts. A draft
scheme was forwarded to Shaw on the 12th September, 1945.

(
[
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Ayot St. Lawrence
Welwyn,
Herts.
From Bernard Shaw
29th September, 1945
Dear Sirs,
I have received the copy of the scheme drafted by Mr Duggan. Please
convey my thanks to him for it.
It does not concern me for the conditions I made are contained in the
Act; and the Council has no power to limit the Act. I am not sure that
there is not some confusion on this point. The Council can pass a resolution to adopt and operate the Act, and allot its operation to a committee, which may draw up a set of office instructions as to procedure. But short of this or beyond it, it cannot go.

My own view is that the Fund should be subscribed unconditionally
except as to the conditions in the Act. If people want to earmark their
gifts they should not make them under the Act, but take the ordinary
charitable course. The Council should not let its hands be tied by any
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scheme, and should be on its guard against attempts to nullify the Act
in this way.
Anyhow I have no say in the matter now: I have signed the conveyance: advienne .Q!!i pourra. If Wexford will not hurry up I shall be driven to sign the conveyence, and leave them to repudiate it if they
dare. Every day they delay increases their risk of my dying within a
year and their having to pay estate duties on the gift.

The Chairman, Mr Martin Nevin presided, and thanked everyone for
their continued support throughout the year. He thanked the Heritage
Council for enabling the Society to set up a workshop to preserve the
Keogh section of the Jackson collection. The 1997 edition of
Carloviana had been well received by the public. The Hon Treasurer,
Mr Pat O'Neill, then presented the audited accounts which, once
more showed a surplus.

The Officers elected were as follows:
Mr Martin Nevin
Mr Kevin Kennedy
Rev. Dermot McKenna
Mr Pat O'Neill
Rev. Dermot McKenna
Mr Martin Nevin
Committee members elected appear elsewhere.

This concluded Shaw's correspondence regarding the handing over
of his property to Carlow Urban District Council
My thanks to Matt O'Connor, County Manager and John P. Alymer
of Frank Lanigan Malcomson & Law, Solicitors for allowing access
to the Shaw Letters and other correspondence.

Rev. Dermot McKenna
a detailed index of the contents ofCarloviana, starting from the first
edition right up to 1997. All this has been put on disk, and also some
other records. We are grateful to FAS for their assistance.
Discussions have been held with the local authorities regarding the
future development of the Museum. Plans have submitted for converting the old Library Building in Dublin Street to a Museum.

Museum Committee:
Chairman:
Hon Secretary:
Committee Members :

Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:
Hon Secretary:
Hon Treasurer:
Editors Carloviana :

Winter Lecturers October - "A Visit to Central Africa" Mr Seamus Murphy.
November -"Freaney the Highway Man" - Mr Richard McAlwee.
December -"General Cooney of 98 Fame" - Mr John Joyce.
January - "Carlow's Waterways" - Mr Arthur Kepple.
February - "Archaeological dig at Carlow Castle" - Dr J. O'Connor.
March - "From Carlow to the Russian Front" - Mr John Steiber.

Society Outing:
On 27th June a full busload set off for Wicklow. They toured the
Wicklow Museum, formerly Wicklow Gaol, Powerscourt House, and
Gardens.

Winter Lectures 1998-99
Winter lectures are held on the 3rd. Wednesday of each month,
commencing in October and running through to March. The
month of December is an exception when the the lecture is brought
forward by one week.
All lectures are held in the Dr. O'Brien Centre, Dublin Rd.,
Carlow, starting at 8pm.
October 21
November 18
December 9
January 20
February 17

This was held on Sunday 6th September. This year a group travelled
to the Heritage House, Abbeyleix, Co Laois.

March 24

Under the Summer Job Scheme, a student was employed to draw up

Mr Seamus Murphy.
Rev Dermot McKenna.
Messers Martin Nevin, Pat O'Neill,
Kevin Kennedy, Michael Conry, and
Dermot Mulligan.

;i

i

National Heritage Day:

Museum Report:

'

Faithfully
Messrs
Malcolmson & Law,
Court Place,
Carlow,
Eire.

Secretary's Report
The 52nd Annual General Meting was held on 31st March 1998 in
the Seven Oaks Hotel, Carlow.

.;

Video When do you die friend
Mr. Frank MeehanM. Ps 1800-1920s
Mr. John O'Donovan John Hammond, M.P
and 1st Chairman ofCarlow County Council
Mr. John Scott Elections in Carlow
Tour of new Local History Library - Mr Tom
King, County Librarian.
Dr. Michael Conry, Title to announced later
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Richards of Carlow
The following is a presis of an article
which appeared in the
Nationalist and Leinster Tunes,

Saturday, August 25th, 1900
describing an iron and metal industry

ground.
A forge and fitters shop was started without
delay, and the enterprise turned out highly
successful from the start. About five years
ago the proprietors erected splendid and
most commodious show-rooms for their
stock of agricultural machinery, and having
decided to embark in the manufacturing line
they added a foundry in which the business
of making metal articles and the castings for
machines could be carried on. Having procured skilled workmen they proceeded to
engage in the business.

which occupied the present site of
Dooley's Motor Garage,
Dublin Road, Carlow.

Research: W Ellis

T

he working of iron and the moulding of
metal has in the history of the human
race, been rightly regarded as one of the
greatest and most important branches of
human labour. The thousand and one articles
needed in daily and domestic life, not to
mention the require. meets of the fgrni. the
factory, and the vast necemities of the railway and the ship, all tend to raise the industry to the foremost position amongst those to
wbic!i the energy of man can be directed.
England owes most of its prosperity to it.
Pensylvania has become famous all the
world over for its forges and foundries,
whilst France, Belgium, and Germany put
forward every effort to maintain or extend
their iron industries.
Poor Ireland as in many other industrial pursuits has lagged behind, and one of the chief
of our imports is Iron in a manufactured
state. This condition of things is set down
(we never are short ofan excuse) to want of
coal with which to keep foundries and forges
going.
There is, to he sure, some reason in this plea,
and in the smelting of iron, no doubt, it is a
matter of prime importance. that a cheap and
plentiful supply of fuel should be at the door
of the ironwork, so to speak. It will hardly be

Rainwater duct
in the footpath at the corner
of Haymarket and Centaur St.
Carlow,
manufactured by Richards.
Photo: W Ellis

found so valid when it is a question of turning the iron into manufactured articles. Coal
can be bought in many places in Ireland as
cheaply as in other countries where the
industry is made to flourish.
What has been done in one corner oflreland
proves too that the difficulty as to coal is not
insuperable, and that there are compensating
advantages in this country which in a large
measure make up for the higher price which
has to be paid for coal. Wages are generally
much lower, and the saving on carriage
leaves something in the pocket of the home
manufacturer.
Messrs T & M Richards had been for many
years engaged In the hardware and machine
trade in Dublin Street, Carlow, but about
nine or ten years ago the idea struck them
there were many articles passing through
their bands as agents which could be just as
well made in Carlow.
A favourable opportunity offered for securing a convenient plot of ground on which to
start an ironworks and they availed themselves of it with a promptitude which did
credit to the business instincts of the firm. It
was in every way must suitable for the purpose for which it was intended, and is very
spacious, covering nearly two acres of

At the present time as the knotty subject of
starting new industries in Carlow is engaging
the attention of some of our leading men It
may not be amiss to put before the public
some of Messrs Richards' experiences.
A representative of The Nationalist visited
their place on Tuesday, and he was fortunate
enough to find Mr Richards ensconed in his
office. Broaching his business the "special"
found Mr Richards not at all enamoured of
the suggestion that he should allow a
description of the works to be put before the
public, but being strongly pressed he gracefully consented.
Our first visit was to where a number of men
were engaged in various jo~s relating to agricultural machinery. This work during the
summer season employs a considerable
amount of labour, as the Messrs. Richards
have a large clientele amongst the farmers,
and it is all important that in the hay cutting
and harvest times repairs and breakages
should be promptly executed. Adjoining is
the forge, where wrought iron work of all
kinds is turned out.
At the time of my visit the men had in hands
the front railings of the new Schools of the
Presentation Convent. A very artistic specimen of the railing made in the establishment
is that which has been put up around the
Carlow-Graigue '98 Memorial. It is altogether of hammered iron, and the workmanship
Is most creditable.

Moulding
The most interesting process in the works is
that of moulding or casting iron into various
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Railings at '98 memorial,
Graiguecullen, Carlow,
manufactured by Richards.

(See Carloviana No. 45
Crappy Grave Honoured)
Photo: W Ellis

Railings at the
Presentation Convent
(now the County Library)
Tullow Street, Carlow.
(See Carloviana 1955
Presentation School)

Photo: W Ellis
ROUND TOWERS

articles required for machinery. It gives
employment to a number of men and boys,
and the operation is carried out on the heat
principles.

reapers, and machines of that class. The principal implements which they now make are
pulpers, ploughs, fans, turnip sowers, corn
drills, and hay rakes.

In past years the process was a slow. one, but
improved methods have been introduced and
at present castings can be made with great
rapidity. The Messrs Richards re quite up to
date in this particular line.

The firm are also contractors to the Urban
Council for the introductian of the water supply to premises in town, and many of the fittings and castings required are made at the
works.

These articles produced are very varied, all
the wearing parts connected with ploughs are
cast metal, parts for turnip slicers, com
drills, etc. Just now a large order for box
iron beaters is being carried out for a Dublin
firm. For the ploughs chilled castings are
made, the chilling producing the hardness
necessary to withstand friction with the soil.
Mr. M Richards has paid particular attention
to this branch, and his visits to some of the
big English works' were certainly very profitable. The men and boys employed are nearly all from Carlow, and it is surprising how
quickly a boy will became an expert moulder.

The enterprise is a young one, but there is in
it the seed of future success; and we may
fairly hope that as time goes on it will
expand and develop. One thing the proprietors have proved, and that is that there are a
great many things can be made at home
which are now imported, and that is a very
useful matter to demonstrate.

Messrs Richards at present find that they
have not sufficient room to work their factory on the lines they would desire, and they
are about to roof in a space which is now
open to the heavens. The erection of a new
furnace is on hand, and are long they hope to
have a plant capable of turning out mowers,

The Staff
About 30 men and boys were employed in
the works at the time of our visit, but we
were informed that the average number is
nearer to 40. Some were absent in County
Wexford erecting hay barns in accordance
with the Board of Works Plan, a line of business which the Messrs Richards are at all
times prepared to contract for.

Standing like a giant, proud and strong;
challenging me to tell him that he is
wrong
Standing in a rain storm like he doesn't
care
Getting hit by lightning and pretending it's
not there
History's his major. He's seen it all first
hand;
He sees what s in the sea, and he sees
what's on the land.
He's seen everything for centuries, he's
not dumb;
He'll stand to see everything for years and
years to come.
One day he will fall. Come tumbling to
the ground;
Then he'll be a pile of stones, not at all
round.
I hope that I'm not there. That's no lie;
But until that day he will point straight up
to the sky.
By Rachel C. Simpson (Age 12yrs.)
Richmond, Virginia, U.S.A.
Rachel is great-grand daughter of the late
John Ellis, founder member of The Old
Carlow Society, and grand-niece of the
compiler of the above article Richmonds
of Carlow
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Carlow claimants for
compensation in 1798
The following pages list the people who suffered losses to their
property throughout County Carlow, and who had registered their
claims before April 6, 1799, to the commissioners for enquiring into
the losses sustained by his Majesty's Loyal subjects as a result of the
Insurrection

Aselford, Thomas
Baldwin, Edward
Bannon, Patrick

Soldier in 9th
Dragoons

Barret, Joseph
Barker, Simon
Barker, Mary
Barker, Esther
Barker, Thomas
Barker, Abraham
Bearney, Thomas
Bennett, Samuel
Bennett, Chevry
Bette, Thomas
Boland, John
Braddell, Alice
Braddell, Rev. Henry
Brownrigg, Theobald
Bryan, Mary

Bulger, John
Byrne, Peter
Byrne, Thomas
Byrne, Patrick
Byrne, James
Byrne, Edmund
Byrne, John
Byrne, Charles
Byrne, William
Byrne, Thomas
Carty, James
Carter, Robert
Cleer, John
Cleary, William
Codd, Benjamin
Codd, Joseph
Codd, Richard
Condie, John
Condie, William
Cooke, Edward
Cooke, James
Cooke, Thomas

Shopkeeper

Yeoman
Farmer

Curate ·
Widow

Yeoman
Butter factor

Cabinet maker
Weaver
Farmer
Carpenter
Yeoman
Yeoman

Yeoman
Yeoman
Weaver
Yeoman

Johnstown

Ballasalla

House and Offices furniture & loss of time

Ballasalla
Carlow

Johnstown
Carlow

Horse, Furniture & wheels burned
Wearing Apparel

Arklow
Carlow

Barnhill
Eaglehill &
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Eagle Hill
Eagle Hill
Hacketstown
Barnahask
Constable Hill
Hacketstown
Wills (We11s)
Burris (Borris)
Johnstown
Johnstown
Newtownbarry
Minmaud
(Minvaud)

Hacketstown
Eagle Hill
Hacketstown
Barnahask
Constable Hill
Hacketstown
Wills
Burris
Johnstown
Johnstown
Hacketstown

House burned & rent loss
House & Offices, furniture clothes & meal
burned
Furniture, clothes, shop goods, plate & account
books burned.
Furniture & clothes
Furniture, clothes & crops
House, spirits, furniture, clothes
House & horse
Horse
House
Clothes, house & furniture
House, furniture & fishing tackle
Horse
House, offices,furniture & clothes
Furniture, clothes, cattle & hay

Minmaud

Hacketstown
Borris
Carrig lead
Borris
Hacketstown
Ballymohan
(Ballymoon)
Borris
Barshask
Borris
Ballykenan
Borris
Carlow
Tomduff
Hacketstown
Baledmond
(Ballyedmond)
Baledmond
Baledmond
Sleerough
Burrow
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Hacketstown

£

s

31

9

d

12
2

8

63
62

15

21:I,
2

116
17
26
322
17

0
2

5

4

10

35
65
33

5

9
16
0
9
2

11

9
6Y,
61:1,
4
0
0
llV2

13

10

479
239

7
19
13

6
9
3

Horses

45

10

0

Hacketstown
Borris
Carriglead
Borris
Hacketstown
Ballymohan

Mare, house & Furniture
Furniture, clothes & shop goods
Houses & offices
Spirits, shop goods, car & tackling
Houses, offices, furniture & clothes
Houses offices, furniture & clothes

39
50

14
18
16
18

0

Borris
Barnahask
Borris
Ballykenan
Borris
Carlow
Tomduff
Hacketstown

Furniture, tools, turf & houses
Horse
House
House
House, timber & provissions
Houses burned
Provisions, furniture & clothes
House

Baledmond
Baledmond
Baledmond
Sleerough
Burrow
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Mare, clothes, furniture & house
House, clothes & furniture
House, clothes, furniture & cart
Sheep, clothes & turf
House, sheep, cash & clothes
Loss of trade
Heifer, provisions & clothes
Horse & a hat

11

55

40
108
362
35
9
41
8
40
7
6
8
22
23
26
18
46
6
11

20

1'lz
11

2

5

11

10
15

4
2
4
7
4
3
0
0
9

13

17
11

6
0
5

17
5

4
18
9
19
6
14
16

0
9
1y,
5
6'!,

9
9
8
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Cooke, John
Coogan,Mary
Copelin, Benjamin
Counly, John
Cundle, John
Cullen, James
Darcy, William
Davis, Jane
Dempsey, Edward
Dockrell, William
Donnelly, John
Doolan, John
Doyle, Martin
Doyle, Morgan
Doyle, Bridget
Doyle, John
Dowling, John
Dowling, Stephen
Dunn,Anne

Widow
Labourer
Yeoman

Yeoman

Yeoman
Tailor
Farmer

Farmer

Edwards, John
Ellis, Robert
Ellis, Thomas
Ellis, John
Ellis, Charles
Ellison, Ann

Yeoman
Yeoman

Farrell, Joshua

Yeoman

Hacketstown
Williamstown
Barnahask
Coolmana
Eaglehill
Hacketstown

Hacketstown
Wtlliamstown
Bamahask
Coolmana
Eaglehill
Hacketstown

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Broughillstown
Croneskagh
Tomduff
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Kilgreaney
Hacketstown
Borris
Hacketstown
Borris
Baragh

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Brougtillstown
Croneskagh
Tomduff
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Kilgreaney
Hacketstown
Borris
Hacketstown
Borris
Baragh

11
Worstead clothes
23
Bacon
13
House, offices burned, furniture & clothes
12
Clothes, books & fiddle
25
Horse, clothes & leather
Houses, malt house & offices, books, bonds,
2070
a Bank note & furniture
48
House, clothes, furniture & provisions
9
Furniture & clothes
6
Oats
2
Furniture & clothes
42
House, furniture, clothes & provisions
13
Furniture & provisions
10
Furniture, provisions & clothes
12
Horse & oats
4
Furniture, clothes & a cart
26
Cash, provisions & furniture
9
House
18
House, furniture & clothes
4
Feather bed, bedding, clothes & cash

Killedmond
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Clonmore
Lodge

Kiledmond
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Clonmore

House, clothes, furniture & linen
House, furniture & clothes
Furniture, clothes & bellows
Furniture & tools
House
Clothes, books & prints

Hacketstown

House & offices, cow, furniture, clothes, &
loss of profit on land
House, clothes,fumiture, provisions & timber
Furniture, provisions, clothes & pig
H>use, furniture, clothes, cash, corn, cattle,
& implements of husbandry
Leather, dry goods, tools, clothes, cash & potatoes
Clothes, linen, & bed quilt
Clothes
Clothes
Bed clothes, & wearing apparel
Meadmw1g, butta, bridle, sa:klle & ~ lxukeri
House, furniture, clothes, corn, & potatoes
Clothes, saddle & bridle
House burned
House burned
Cash, clothes, saddle, bridle & books
Weaving utensils, furniture & honey
Clothes & chest
House & furniture burned
Mare, provisions, furniture & clothes

Hacketstown
Ferris, Mary
Forgarty, Laurence
Furlong, Thomas
Gallagher, George
Gibbons, Ebby
Gibbons, Mary
Gibbons, James
Gibbons, John
Gibbons, Edward
Giltrap, William
Giltrap, George
Gillespie, William
Griffith, William
Griffith, John
Griffith, Jonathan
Griffirh, Mary
Groves, William
Goucher, Henry
Hagarty, John
Hannan, Thomas
Hannon, James
Hannon, John
Hannon, Richard
Hannon, William
Hannon, Darby
Hannon, Henry
Harris, Richard
Harris, William
Hardy,Anne
Harney, Edward
Harman, Elizabeth

Farmer

Yeoman

Farmer
Farmer

Hacketstown
Cool manna
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Ballasalla
Hacketstown
Ballasalla
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Bally bit
Bally bit
Hacketstown
Rossdillig
Kiledmond
Rossdillig
Cronaskagh
Leany
Cronaskagh

Ensign in the
Carlow
Borris
Militia
Money still
Money still
Shoemaker
Wool-Comer
Farmer
Yeoman
Farmer
Yeoman
Yeoman
Widow
Farmer
Spinster

Money still
Little Scotland
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Ballcilane
Hacketstown
Kilmacart
Haroldstown
Hacketstown

Hacketstown
Coolmana
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Ballasalla
Hacketstown
Ballasalla
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Bally bit
Ballybit
Hacketstown
Rossdillig
Rossdillig
Rossdillig
Cronaskagh
Leany
Cronaskagh
Borris
Money still
Hacketstown
& Moneystill
Money still
Little Scotland
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Ballcilane
Hacketstown
Kilmacart
Haroldstown
Hacketstown

House burned
Furniture, clothes, bedding & bed
Furniture, clothes, bedding & bed
Furniture, clothes, provisions, saddle & bridle
Bed, bedding & clothes
House, 2 mares, furniture, clothes
Clothes, bed, bedding, & flannel
House burned
Meal & sack, bacon & clothes
Meal & a waistcoat
House, cattle, cash, books, furniture corn & crop
House & offices, furniture, clothes & provisions
Clothes

64
38
!i

11
33

128
154
29
300
10

4
4
4
6
14
87
3
6
11
10
3
3
51
18

14
12
5
3
2

9
6
1
5
5

0
1
7
0
10
12
4
12

0
ll'h
1
0
5
2

10

9
2
12
6

11

0
3
9
11

2V,
3
3

13
14
18
9
10
11

11
10
4 1h
3

12

6 1h
3
9

11

4
12

11
2
11
9
19
14
2
17
0
13
10
9
3

2Vi
4

IV,

10
6
5
3
8'h
1V,
0
3V,
lO'h
8
6
10

4

2V,
4
lOV,

35
22

5
16

5V,
4

21
10
4
103
13
32
31
7
1382
65
5

4
14
6
2
14
9
10
3
16
3
7

0
5Vi
7'h
11 V,
lO'h
11
11
0

11

91h
4
4'h
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Hinch, James
Hinch, Thomas
Hinch, Thomas
Hobson, Abraham

Hacketstown
Burrow
Hacketstown
Ballowsallow
(Ballasalla)
Hacketstown
Kilcarney

Hacketstown
Burrow
Hacketstown
Ballowsallow

Fumitm:, lcHlof\IDk, loom &one piece offlannel
Horse, clothes, furniture & flannel
House burned
Sheep, meal, clothes & calf

Hacketstown
Kilcarney

Carlow
Lac ken
Borris
Lac ken
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Carlow
Lac ken
Borris
Lac ken
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

House burned
House, Furniture, cash & bank note, clothes,
butter & poultry
House and furniture burned
House and offices burned
Houses, furniture, turf, rent, timber & provisions
House burned
House burned
Furniture, clothes, provisions, gun & bayonet

Shoemaker

Hacketstown

Jackson, Thomas
Jackson, Thomas
Jackson, Joseph
Jackson, William
Jacob, Joseph

Fanner

Tullow
Hacketstown
Tombay
Eagle Hill
Clonmullan

~&
Williamstown
Tullow
Hacketstown
Tombay
Eagle Hill
Clonmullin

Jacob, Samuel
Jacob, Sarah

Farmer
Widow

Jacob, John
James, Jane
James,Anthony
Jones, Robert

Farmer
Widow
Yeoman
Yeoman

Fanner
Fanner
'Yeoman

Hobson, John
Hobson, Abraham
Hogan, Abraham
Holden, James
Holden,Patrick
Holden, Margaret
Hornsley, Francis
Hornsley, John
Jackson, William

Jones, Joseph
Jones, Anthony
Jones, Elizabeth
Jones, John
Jones, Francis
Kavanagh, Walter
Kavanagh, Thomas
Kavanagh, Mary
Kean, Edward
Kelly, Michael
Kelly, Elizabeth
Kenny, Thomas
Kenny, James

Shoemaker

Widow

Farmer

Yeoman
Esquire
Slater

Farmer

Kerney, John
Kimmet, Charles
Lacks, John
Lahee,Anne
Lamb, Francis
Lamb, Mary
Lamb, Thomas
Lamb, John
Langrell, Catherine
Laurence, Anthony
Laurence, James
Laurence, John
Laurence, William
Lawrence, William
Leech, James
Listin, Margarey
Leich, Robert
Leonard, Mary

Widow

Widow
Sadler

Yeoman
Widow
Yeoman

Houses, furniture, horse & shop goods

Houses & loss of profit ofland & cattle
House burned
House burned
House burned
Houses & offices burned, furniture, barley,
oats, hay & straw
Clonmullen
House, offices burned, furniture, barley, oats & hay
Clonmullin
Deerpark
House, offices, furniture, clothes and farmDeerpark
ing utentsils
Clorunullin
House & clothes, furniture, turf& fanning utentsils
Clonmullin
Williamstown Williamstown Profit of cattle, bridle, saddle & whip
Knockscur
2 pigs in bacon, clothes, butter & barley
Knockscur
Hacketstown Hacketstown
House, furniture, clothes, loom, tackling &
provisions
Woodside
Part of a house burned
Woodside
Woodside
Furniture, clothes & repairs to a house
Woodside
Clothes
Hacketstown Hacketstown
House burned
Woodside
Woodside
Hacketstown Hacketstown
Houses, furniture, clothes, beer barrells. horses &
provisions
Borris
House, cattle, timber, turf, oils, & spirits
Borris
Borris
House, clothes, furniture & promissory note
Borris
House burned
Hacketstown Hacketstown
House burned
Borris
Borris
Borris
House, furniture, & working clothes
Borris
Houses burned
Ballinagree
Ballinagree
House burned
Scorteen
Scorteen
Kilmacart
Horse, cart & tracking clothes, provisions &
Kilmacart
mead owing
Horse, sheep, oats, Hay & potatoes
Glanaharry
Glanaharry
House, fiuniture, clothes, cattle, provisions & deal
Knockboy
Knockbuoy
boards
Horses
Kilgraney
Kilgraney
Houses damaged
Carlow
Carlow
House, furniture, shop goods
Hacketstown Hacketstown
Houses & furniture
Hacketstown Hacketstown
Hacketstown Hacketstown
House, furniture & potatoes
Hacketstown Hacketstown
House
Houses, furniture, clothes &watch
Hacketstown Hacketstown
Provisions, furniture, clothes, etc
Hacketstown Hacketstown
Shop goods, clothes, & furniture
Hacketstown Hacketstown
Hacketstown Hacketstown
House, furniture, horse 7 clothes
Clothes & furniture
Hacketstown Hacketstown
Furniture, clothes & spirits
Hacketstown Hacketstown
Kiledmond
Shop good, horse & furniture
Kiledmond
Kiledmond
Furniture & clothes
Kiledmond
Mare, clothes & furniture
Kiledmond
Kiledmond
Clothes & furniture
Hacketstown Hacketstown

38
32
35

18 9'1,
7 0
10 10

11
43
65

11
11
12

2 17
22 2
35 9
32 5
12 5
13 3
154
15
11
40
48
117
109

12

3
l

31/2
4
9
0
0
711,
1'h
711,

16 911,
8 4
7 8\/i
9 3\/i
7 8
2 10

35 5
20 5
6 13
7 5

5
1
0

63 15
3 19
13 9
1 6
44 6

2
1
311,
0
1

369 13
1782
2
92 1
27 1
36 15
93 7
33 4
7 8
32
33
36
20
48
870
80
34

49
50
24
39
86
28
33
27
23
19
8

0
12

1
9

5'!,
0
0
4\/i
6
0
0
4

2 7\/i
16 8
11 3'1,
4 8
9 7
6 9
19 1
0 8
1 10'/,
6 6
1 2
10 11
2 6
0 0
3 8
7 1
3 911,
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Maher, William
Mannin, John
Mara, William
Marshall, William
Mathers, James
McLain, Henry
McCuthin, Thomas
McCuthin, Hester
McDonald, James
McGhee, Rev. James
McGinnis, Joseph
Mercer, Deboradh
Moorehouse, Thomas
Morton, Adam
Morton, John
Morgan, Thomas
Morris, Thomas
Morris, William
Morris, Joseph
Mothers, Jane
Moulton, John
Moulton, James
Murphy, William
Murphy, John
Neale, James
Neale, William
Neale,Mary
Needham, William
Needham, William
Needham, Joseph
Needham, William
Noblett, Joseph
Noblett, Joseph
Norman, Sarah
Nowlan, Andrew
Nowlan, Patrick
Nowlan, Simon
O'Neal, William
O'Neal, Phelim
O'Neale, Jane
Ormsby, Andrew
Pilson, Robert
Pollard, Henry
Power,John
Power, Jacob
Presly, Elizabeth
Purcell, Ann
Rathwell, William
Read, Rev. John
Roberts, Joshua
Robinson, James
Robinson, James
Ryan,David

'

~.,,,
J

!

,

"

Horse & houses
Furniture & clothes

26
23

12
3

Farmer

Hacketstown
Rossdillig

Kilcoltrim
Kiledmond
Borris &
Wexford
Hacketstown
Rossdillig

House
House
Horse & clothes

9
29
7

2
12 16

Widow

Sliguff
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Tullacreene
Cronaskagh
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Sliguff
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Cronaskagh
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Cattle & hay
Furniture & clothes
Hin;cklhs& pofitm 00\\5
Horse
House, horse, saddle & oats
Watch & clothes
Clothes, sheep & profit on cows
House, clothes, profit on cows & sheep

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Carlow
Hacketstown
Kilcamart
Hacketstown
Cronescagh
Deerpark
Deerpark
New Deerpark
Cronescagh
Barnahask
Clonmullin
Hacketstown
Sliguff

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Carlow
Hacketstown
~
Kilmacart
Hacketstown
Cronaskagh
Deerpark
Deerpark
New Deerpark
Croneskagh
Barnahask
Clonmullin
Hacketstown
Sliguff

Furniture, provisions & 1ools
Plate, clothes, furniture & Cattle
House, furniture, clothes & timber
House, furniture & clothes
Horse, cash, furniture & provisions
Furniture, clothes & loss of Time
House, Furniture & bullock
Loom, furniture & clothes
House & furniture
Utensils belonging to business
House, furniture & farming utensils
Note, clothes & provisions
House & furniture
House & office burned
House, cart & provisions
Cattle, wool & cost of recovering cattle

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Borris
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Rathvilly
Killedmond
Borris
Borris

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Borris
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Rathvilly
Killedmond
Borris
Borris

Furniture, timber & beef
House burned
House burned
Loss of time
Furniture, leather, meal & clothes
Cash, furniture & provisions
House burned
Furniture, clothes & tools
Houses & furniture
Clothes
House, furniture, clothes, fowl & timber
Clothes
Houses & furniture

7
14 11
52 2 10
2 7 0
18 0 0
26 5 2Y,
28
7
5
54 14
1
5 14
8
181 13 5
7 2
3
16 4 8
4
3 1
510 13 4

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Hacketstov<·n
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Furniture, clothes watch & spirits
Houses, furniture, cash & provisions
Rings, buckles & clothes
Furniture, clothes & salary

104
189
19

3
13

10

2

Kilcarney
Hacketstown
Clonmullin
Clonmullin
Hacketstown
Park
Barnahask
Carlow
The Deerpark
Rathnafushoge
Larks forth
Highfield &
Barnhill

Kilcarney
Hacketstown
Clonmullin
Clonmullin
Hacketstown
Park
Barnahask
Carlow
The Deerpark
Larks forth
Larks forth
Highfield &
Barnhill

House & a mare
House, furniture, tools & clothes
House, furniture & provisions
Houses, furniture, hay, straw & turf
House, furniture, plate & provisions
Clothes
Barley, oats & bacon
Houses burned
Houses & offices burned, furniture & potatoes
Bank note, watch & clothes
Watch & wearing apparell

27
60

16 6Y,
0 7
52
2 9
71 14 6
60 15 9
1 18 0
6 10 0
156
0 0
49
9 0
10
4 9
4 16 11

Houses, furniture & rent

238

Yeoman

Lloyd, John
Lucas, Henry

.', to~s,

Cabinet maker
Yeoman
Yeoman
Weaver
Farmer
Weaver
Farmer
Widow
Weaver
Farmer

Spinster
Shoemaker
Shoemaker

Yeoman
Servant
Yeoman
Servant
Innholder
Yeoman
Yeoman
Parish clerk

Yeoman
Farmer
Widow
Fenner
Cleric
Fanner
Weaver

52
17
47
11
53
6
28
116

1

\

2
8
OY,

5

15 0
11 6
9 10
7 6
3 gy,
IO 4
17 6Y,
2 6

16 9Y,
8 IV,
10 0
16 7
96
1 6Y,
24
2 11
3Y,
210 14
10
4 0
45 17
0
7 16 9
13

1478
174
324

33

3

18 6
25 14
42' 6
10 0
128 2

17

2

11
llY,

2
1
7
0

4Y,
SY,
9Y,
SY,

3

)
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Saul, William

Ballykillane

Saul, John
Semple, John

Ballyhacket
Burros

Semple, James
Sharpe, James
Sharpe, Susana
Sharpe, Robert
Sharpe, John
Sharpe, James
Sharpe, Robert
Shepard, James
Shortley, John
Shortley, Mary
Sinnot, John
Slye, William
Smith, Elizabeth
Smyth, Thomas
Smyth, Mary
Smyth, William
Spartling, Mary
Spartling, William

Engineer

Yeoman

Widow
Yeoman
Yeoman
Spinster

Widow

Taylor, Richard
Thorp, Alexander
Thompson, William
Thomas, Francis
Timmons, Michael
Tindall, William

Widow
Yeoman
Yeoman
Widow

Farmer
Fanner
Sgt inKillehn
Yecmny

Towshend, David
Tunstead, Thomas
Tunstead, John
Valentine, Edward
Vanston, William
Vanston, Francis
Walsh, James
Walsh, Luke
Walsh, Andrew
Walsh, Michael
Walker, Alicia
Waters, Samuel
Wheatley, Ann
Wheatley, Thomas
Whetaley, Matthew
Wheatley, William
Whelan, J
Whelan, Richard
Whelan, Thomas
White, John
Whitty, Rev. Ed
White, Elizabeth
Wilson, William
Wilson, Samuel
Wilson, Edward

Furniture, papers & books, & bond
Furniture & wearing apparel
Furniture, house, oats & clothes
Furniture, clothes & provisions
Furniture, potatoes, bacon & oats
House burned
House, furniture & bacon
Furniture & wearing apparel
House, office & furniture
Furniture & wearing apparel
House, office & clothes
House, furniture, wearing apparel & provisions
Furniture & wearing apparel
Wearing apparel
Furniture, clothes & pig
Furniture & wearing apparel
Wearing apparel
Feather bed & furniture

Dublin
Baltinglass
Hacketstown
Leighlinbridge
Killedmond
Hacketstown

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Leighlinbridge
Killedmond
Hacketstown

Looms, cotton & furniture
Horse, optical instruments & globe
House, furniture, calico & muslin
Horse
House, furniture & wearing apparel
House burned

Burrow
Hacketstown
Coolmana
Hacketstown
Comable Hill

Burrow
Hacketstown
Coolmana
Hacketstown
Constable Hill

Furniture & wearing apparel
Provisions, clothes, cart & tackling

33
12
2441
41
252
24
35
11
54
10
322
13

18
69
8
2
6
6
2
14

11

11

10

3

17
0
4 0
8 21h
14 10
1 21h
13
5
3 8
6 91h
0 0
9 9
19 5
13 6
14 1
12 3
9 51h
3 0
5 6
1 Ph

Cot1Dn Manu-

facturer

Spencer, Humphrey
Stewart, Alice
Stiles, Edward
Stone, John
Stuart, Alice

Burros
Coolmana
Hacketstown
Coolmana
Coolmanna
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Paul ville
Drumguin
Deerpark
Killedmond
Killedmond
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Killedmond
Hacketstown

Ballykillane &
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Burros &
Ballycopigan
Burros
Coolmana
Hacketstown
Coolmana
Coolmana
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Paul ville
Drumguin
Deerpark
Killedmond
Killedmond
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Killedmond
Hacketstown

Yeoman
Yeoman
Farmer
Farmer

Weaver

Widow

Tanner

Furniture, mare & oats
Furniture & clothes
Furniture, clothes & provisions
House, furniture & wearing apparel
House, offices & furniture
House & offices, furniture, clothes, proviLeighlinbridge Augharoe
sions & cattle
Augharoe
Augharoe
Horse
Augharoe
Augharoe
House & furniture
Knockbranna Knockabranna House & furniture

67
46

292
4
48
49
78
5

10
444
23

0
9
14
11

15
13

0
10 19
2 81h
5 01h
8 3

13

163

2

5

13

22
27

3
6
2
0
9
6

2
2
3 31h
8 10

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

House & furniture
House & furniture
Houses & furniture

26
321
100

7
12
1

3
51h
3

Constable Hill
Constable Hill
Old beg
Rossdillig
Coolmana
Clorunore
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Newstown
Carlow
Kilmacart
Hacketstown

Constable Hill
Constable Hill
Oldbeg
Rossdillig
Coolmana
Clonmore
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Clonmore
Carlow
Kilmacart
Hacketstown

20
20
9
2
11
37
368
119
58
38
298
106
19

6
7

1
0

Rathvilly
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Killedmond
Ballyduff

Rathvilly
Hacketstown
Ballyduff
Killedmond
Ballyduff

House, furniture & provisions
Farming utensils & provisions
House
House
Furniture, clothes & books
Horse, cow, goods & loss of time
House, furniture & potatoes
Horse, meal & clothes
Furniture & house
House, furniture & potatoes
House burned
House & furniture burned
House burned
House, furniture, clothes & damage done to
leather manufactory
House burned
House & furniture
House, furniture, clothes & meadow
Furniture, clothes & watch
House

351
175
316
220
15
30

5
5

15
14
3
16
13

8
0
5

1
10
6
13

7
6
12

5

6
111h
11
81h
9
0
10
3
4
10
21h

91h
9
61h
7
3
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Willis, John
Williams, Benjamin
Winn, Edward
Wright, William
Young, Miles
Young, Bridget
Young, John
Young, Thomas
Young, Matthew
Young,John

Farmer
Farmer
Yeoman

Weaver
Yeoman

Baragh
Killedmond
Balyellon
Hacketstown
Ballygal duff
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

-

Baragh
Killedmond
Ballyellon
Hacketstown
Ballygallduff
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown
Hacketstown

Nature of

Amount of

Loss

Loss

Beds & bedding, clothes & bacon
House, furniture, clothes & mare
A mare
Com, straw & provisions
Houses, furniture & profit on cattle
Shop goods, furniture & clothes
House, furniture, provisions & clothes
Implements of manufacture & clothes
House, clothes & furniture
Provisions, furniture & a horse

16
16
9
8
205
130
71
44
93
25

l1/,
6
2 0
19 10
6 4'!,
13 8
11
4
2 11
,8 11 'h
1 4

Obituary
Monsignor P.J. Brophy
Mon. P.J. Brophy passed away suddenly on 4th March 1998. Perhaps
it is typical of him that he was taken ill whilst walking from his house
in Crossneen to say Mass in St Fiacc's House for the Elderly in
Graigecullen, Carlow.

other surviving founder members, Miss Maureen Doyle, and Miss
Iona McCloud.
He also contributed numerous articles to Carloviana. His last one
being "Reflections on the Religious Life of Carlow Town, 19001990". Here he guides us through ninety years of a changing society.
Very Rev. Fr Kevin O'Neill, his successor as President of St
Patrick's College, in "Priest News", pays this tribute to him, "To
those of us privileged to know him well he was "as God is truth" a
fine priest, and loyal friend, learned Irishman, a scholar, and a gentleman. Requiescat in pace". We, in the Old Carlow Society, re-echo
those sentiments.

1919 - 1998

D.W.McK.

Born in Tullow in 1919, he was educated locally by the Brigidine
Nuns, and the Patrician Brothers who played an important role at
this formative period in his life .. He then went to Knockbeg College,
and later he would write about the happy time he spent there.
Following studies in Maynooth, he was ordained for the Diocese of
Kildare, and Leighlin in 1944.
From 1944-74 he was a Professor in St Patrick's College, Carlow.
Here he taught generations of clerical students, and was a profound
influence on them. Bishop Ryan, in his Funeral Homily said "he took
a special interest in the men the College helped form as Priests. He
was unique among seminary teachers in the way he maintained a
deep interest in his former students, and kept in contact withthem.
All of this strengthened them in their priesthood, and broadened
them in their vision of the priesthood, and the Church".
The Bishop also referred to his keen interest in ecumenism, and his
love of nature. The gardens of St Patrick's College, and St Fiacc's
House are examples of his horticultural skills. His pastoral gifts were
put to good use as P.P of Kilcock, and later Graigcullen-Killeshin.
He played a major role in founding St Fiacc's House.
We in the Old Carlow Society will also remember him for his interest in local history.He was a founder member of the Society, former
Chairman, Treasurer, and Editor of Carloviana. In the 1996, the
Golden Jubilee Year, the Society honoured him together with two

1798 commemorative plaque at
Murderin' Lane
Leighlin
In Memory of all
who fought and died, who fought and lived,
and those who suffered innocently
during the Insurrection of 1798
I lionta De go gcastar sinn
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A New Law and Order
We Bring to You
contingent of the newly formed Gardai
arrived in Carlow on 28 September,
1922. The break down was 3 sergeants and
28 gardai. Those were the men charged with
policing the county into the future. They
were housed in the old R.I.C. barracks in
mid Tullow Street until arrangements were
made to deploy them to other stations in the
county. At that time the barracks was a grim
old fortress and was never intended to give
the occupants five star comforts.

A

The military police force of the fledgling
Free State Army took over the Barracks on
the withdrawal of the R.I.C. and they now in
turn control to the new presence as did also
the Judge of the Republican Court, a Mr.
John Foley.
The members of the new force were very well
received by the people of Carlow and they
were impressed and heartened by the warmth
of their welcome. On the day of their arrival the
Republican Peace Commissioners, Nicholas
Roche, Tullow Street and Patrick Donohue of
Dublin Street also tendered their resignations.
Soon the guards made friends and this stood
them in goodstead at the outbreak of the civil
war. Everybody respected the neutrality of
the Gardai. A tribute must be paid to all
those men who served all of us with great
charity, common sense, and impartiality
down through the years and still do to this
day. Its good to see the demise of the old
wool uniform replaced by today's serviceable and stylish rig-out and the move to the
bright, comfortable new station (even over
night guests benefit from the building)

Sergeants in charge
in Carlow town
1925
1928
1932
1937
1939
1964

Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

Phelan
Carney
M. Farrell
J Hudson
T O'Neill
P.J. Furey

1967
1973

Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

Des Nolan

D O'Sullivan
J. B. Caeser
Godfrey served as Barrack
in Carlow.

Superintendents
who served in Carlow
1925
1935
1945
1962
1965

Nicholas Murphy
Denis Connolly
John Feore
John Harvey
Matthew Grehan

Carlow.
Dep. Superintendent Dick Walsh, St.
Killian's Crescent,
Carlow.
Super. A. P. Nolan,
Ballon, Myshall,
Co. Carlow.

Ex. R.I.C. members
who enlisted in the Gardai.
627 O'Farrell, John
884 Doyle John
1988 Murphy, Ptk.

Gardai who served
in Carlow town.

R.I.C. Stations
Co. Carlow, 1844-47 (21)

Black, P. J.
Broughal, Andy
Behan,Mick
Byrne, Dan
Curran, Pat
Eagan, Tom
Flynn, Denis
Foley, Mick
Fyffe, Barney
Hickey,
King, Pat
Kelly, John
Killelea, Pat
McHugh, John
McHugh,Ned
McGrath, Jim
McGrath, Dinny
McMahon,
McKnee, Dick
Ronan, P.J
Shine, C
Swan,
Reid, Paddy
Walsh, Martin
O'Donnell, T. (Det)
Wickstead, w.A.

Head Constable, J Donovan
Bil boa
Ballon
Bagenalstown
Blacklion
Borris Ballinree
Carlow
Clonegal
Fenagh
Hacketstown
Leighlinbridge
Milford
My shall
Nurney
Palatine
Ridge
Rathvilly
Slyguff
St. Mullins
Tullow
White Mountain (joint station with Wexford)
R.I.C. stations were reduced to 12 in 1925
Garda Paddy Reid, native of Roscommon,
stationed in Carlow in the 1930s, was at the
time School Attendance Officer and truant
catcher. An accomplished handballer, he
won the Snr. H-ball Singles in 1934. Two
years later together with E.D. Perry, he won
the all Ireland Snr. H-ball Singles.

Carlovians who
attained Senior rank
Super. John Lambe,
Upp. Pollerton Road,

Sergeants in charge throughout the county
Bagenalstown
Borris
Ballon
Clonegal
Fenagh
Hacketstown
Myshall
Rathvilly
St. Mullins
Tullow
Leighlinbridge

1925
J. Carney
P. Duffy
Jas. Byrne
P. Hayden
J. Byrne
J. Hudson
C. Lillis
J. McGloin
P.J. Manweiler
J. Redmond
P.J. McManus

1930
Muldonn
P. Duffy
L. O'Sullivan
P. Hayden
J. Byrne
J. Hudson
M. J. Higgins
Jas. Finn
John Lynch
John Egan
Ptk. Malley

M.L. Manning
J. Higgins

1955
R. O'Leary
J. Halloran
M. Reidy

1965
Ptk. Lyons
B. Conway
=======

---------

========
========

========
========

=======
=======

Ptk. Byrne
J. Towey
J.N.Shaw

J. O'Connell
P. Gilmartin
Jas. Doherty

Jas. Tynan
J. Keenan
W.J. Palmer

Jas. Tynan
Philip Maher
W.J. Palmer

1935
R. O'Leary
L. O'Sullivan
Jas. Byrne
Ptk. McNulty

1945
========

========

========

=======

=======

John Egan
Jas. Cartny

Rich. Cody
Ptk. Gerathy

J.A. Nolan

J.A. Nolan
A. Grey

=======
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4
410
622
627
633
646
769
863
865
866
867
868
869
870
872
876
877
879
880
882
883
884
886
887
941
943
944
944
945
954
955
956
957
958
959
961
962
963
964
965
966
967
968
986
1019
1721
1788
1950
2053
2123
2141
2204
2392
2708
2729

Doolan, Ed.
Byrne, Ed.
Boyle, Thos.
O'Farrell, John
Neill, Joseph
Kenny, David
Roche, Michael
Nolan, Patrick
Ryan, John
O'Farrell, Francis
Lawler, Patrick J.
Morgan, Joseph
Abbey, John
Abbey, Thomas
Williams, J.J.

Lackabeg
2768
Ballymurphy
Laney
2880
Leighlinbridge
Bagenalstown 2930
Tullow
2933
Tullow
Borris
2989
Powerstown
2993
Leighlinbridge 2994
Leighlinbridge 3089
Rathvilly
3211
Rathvilly
3325
Rathvilly
Barrack St.,
3371
Carlow
3427
Doran, Denis
Ballyhacklay 3430
Keyes, Ed.
Palatine
3434
Fallon, Jas.
Hacketstown 3504
Farrell, John
Butlersgrange, 3593
Tullow.
3605
Doyle, Patrick
Kilmeaney
3635
O'Reilly, Martin Carlow
3665
Doyle, John
Tinypark
3690
O'Neill, Timothy ?
Finn, Joseph
Bagenalstown 3968
Murphy,John
Knockmulgury,
St. Mullins.
4178
Byrne, Jas.
Leighlinbridge 4193
Nolan, Thos.
Ball yhacket,
Tullow.
4254
Conoran, Thos.
Leighlinbridge 4424
Wells
Keeffe, Philip
4503
Nolan, Thos.
Ballyhacket,
Rathvilly.
4690
Neill, Andrew
?
4844
McGill,A.
Straboe,
4992
Tullow.
5019
McGill, Michael Rathvilly
5041
Jones, Terence
Ballyduff,
Hacketstown 5042
Ryan, Jas.
Russellstown
Carroll, J.
Kellistown
5090
Dowling, Thos.
Ballyloo
Hayden, Jas.
?
5099
Kenny, Michael
Kilmacarr
5276
Hayden, Richard Tinryland
5475
Dowling, Ed.
Bally loo
5481
O'Toole, Patrick Rathnagren,
Hacketstown. 5576
Byrne, Thos.
Croneskeagh, 5624
Rathvilly.
5856
Fitzpatrick, Jas.
Clogrennane
Nolan, Wm.
Bagenalstown 5950
Flanagan,Patrick Bagenalstown
Murphy, Patrick
Roscat, Tullow 6006
Flood, Joseph A. Rathvinden,
Leighlinbridge. 6017
Byrne, Louis
?
6102
Bilbo
Purcell, Richard
Jones, P. J.
Ballyduff,
6105
Hacketstown.
Pender, Ed.
Ballywilliamroe 6146
Bagenalstown
Smith, Thomas
Mt. Kelly,
6162
Rathvilly.
6241
Golden, J. J.
Hacketstown
Proctor,Jas.
Croneskeagh, 6251
Hacketstown.
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Meaney, Thos

Monemore,
Leighlinbridge.
Byrne, John
Tic knock,
Rathvilly.
Neill, Ed.
Ballyrangor
Corcoran, Ml.
Kilcoltrim,
Borris
Nolan, Jas.
Borris
Lawler, Jas.
?
Nolan, Jas.
Hacketstown
Kealy,Ml.
Tullow
Brennan, Peter Paul ?
Walsh, Martin
Ballyknockan,
Leighlinbridge?
Costigan, Patrick Tomard
Maxwell, Patrick Tullow
Murphy, Arthur
Bagenalstown
Donohue, Patrick Fenagh
Donohue, John
Copenagh
McGill, Wm.
Straboe
Cogan, Patrick
Ballykillduff
Doyle, John
Bagenalstown
Byrne, John
Craan, Borris
Twamley, Peter
Ballymurphy,
Tullow
Bolger, Wm.
Ticknock,
Rathvilly.
Doyle, Patrick
Bagenalstown
Pender, Patrick
Kilnaglush,
Fenagh.
Boyle, Ed.
Bagenalstown
Raheen, Borris.
Butler, Jas.
Nugent,MI.
Barnahask,
Clonegal.
Knocklishen
Brien, Nicholas
Flynn, Patrick
Beechypark
Pender, Thos.
Ballywilliamroe
O'Neill, John
Lorum, Borris
Coolmana,
Doyle, Charles
Rathvilly.
Ballybeg,
Doyle, Jas.
St. Mullins
Ballybeg,
Doyle, Thos.
St. Mullins
Branagan, Peter, F Tullow St.. Carlow
O'Sullivan, Edmund Tullow
Roscat, Tullow
Aughney, Ml.
Crencrim,
Brien, James
Rathvilly
Sly guff
Millar, Jas.
Doyle, Jas.
Bagenalstown
Ball yell en,
Murphy, Jas.
Borris.
Coolmana,
Doyle, Jas.
Rathvilly.
McDonald, Martin J. Tinnagamey,
Leighlinbridge.
Brennan, P.J.
Ballinabrannagh
Kennedy, Matthew Lumclone,
Fenagh
Smyth, Michael
Mountkelly,
Rathvilly.
Byrne, Charles
Coolmana,
Rathvilly.
Murphy, Patrick
St. Mullins
Dolan, Thos. J.
Little Barrack St
Carlow
Sheehan, Ml.
Greenlane,
Carlow.

6402
6436
6596
6652
6686
6758
6850
6912
6940
6974
7000
7048
7104
7112
7881
7884
7935
8219
8357
8475
8776
9459
10726
10850
11060
11090
11225
11260
11423
11488
11821
11825
11879
11904
11966
12064
12067
12110
12171
12238
12555
12282

Lawler, Stephen

Mullagawn,
St.Mullins.
Hopkins, Benjamin Eaglehill,
Hacketstown.
Reilly, Martin. G. Turra, St Mullins
Curran, Jas.
TIIUl8.hinch
Neill, Michael
Coolnashegan,
Fenagh.
Maxwell, Richan!
Tullow
Hopkins, Matthew Eaglehill,
Hacketstown.
Bergin, Martin
Baunreagh,
Leighlinbridge.
Coolyhune,
Gahan, Patrick
St. Mullins.
Cullen, John
rathvilly
Doyle, Andrew
Bally beg,
St. Mullins.
Johnduffswood,
Maher, Patrick
Leighlinbridge.
Sinnott, Daniel
Kildavin
Meagher, Jas.
Moanduff,
Leighlinbridge.
Proctor, Ed. G.
Croneskeagh,
Rathvilly.
Curran, Wm.
Burrin View
House,
Bennekerry.
Pender, Daniel
Ballywilliamroe,
Bagenalstown.
Hayes, Robt.
Carriglead,
St. Mullins.
Coolmana,
Doyle, Lee.
Rathvilly.
Neill, Joseph
Ball inrush,
Fenagh.
Kavanagh, Luke Ballyroughan,
St. Mullins.
McDonald, Owen ?
?
Fenlon, Patrick
Coolnakisha,
Hennessy, John
Leighlinbridge.
Byrne, Christopher Fenagh
Tinypark, Carlow
Doyle, Michael
Knocklistean,
Brien,Ml.
Kiltegan.
Agar, Thomas
Coolnakisha,
Leighlinbridge.
Agar, John
Font Hill, Carlow
Ryan, Charles
Watson, Walter
Ballyredmond,
Whelan, John
Clonegal.
Red Bog,
Maher, John
Rathvilly.
Farrell Jas.
Red Bog
Murphy, John
Red Bog
Pender, John
Red Bog
Ballintemple,
moran, Thos.
Tullow.
Cummins, Joseph Barrack Street,
Carlow.
Birmingham, Ptk. Ballydarton,
Fenagh.
Lackabeg,
Sinnott, Ed.
Clonegal.
Pender, Michael
Roscat, Tullow.
Macall, John
Killalongford,
Hacketstown.
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12356
12362

Nolan, Patrick
Healy, Patrick

12467
12516

Neill, Matthew
Keefe, Wm.

9100

Lambe, John J.
Sullivan, Thos.

9200

?
Knocksquire,
Borris.
?
Sleaty Street,
Graiguecullen.
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9281

Quigley, Liam

9336
9373
9380

Fleet, Albert G.
Doyle, John
Kelly, Johm

Pollerton Road,

9550

Somers, Ptk. S.

Carlow.
Fenagh

9617

Sperrin, Patrick

~Rood,
Carlow.
Carlow
Tullow
Ballyteiglea,
Borris.
Seskin,
Leighlinbridge.
Ballybannon,

9659
9788

McDonald, Ml.
Farrell, Ml.

9857

Hogan, D. A.

9928

Daly, Patrick

Carlow.
Corries
Hotel Street,
Bagenalstown.
Abbey Street,
Tullow.
Graiguecullen,
Carlow.

Five of the 1922 recruits who served at car/ow Garda Station and who in June 1972 celebrated the forces fiftieth anniversary at
garda celebrations in Dublin: Andrew Broughal, John McHugh, Michael Foley, John Kelly and Denis F(ynn.
The Nationalist and Leinster Times, June 16, 1972.

Caught in the act.
Laserian O'Brien from Pollerton, youngest brother of Leo
O'Brien the photographer, having his name taken by Garda
Denis Flynn, on Burrin Street, just at the junction of
Tullow Street.
Nationalist and Leinster Times
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The Clergy
in Carlow
During the
1798
Insurrection
Rev. Dermot McKenna

T

he 1798 Insurrection was, by all
accounts, a brutal affair. It is estimated
that 30,000 lives were Jost. Thousands were
imprisoned, flogged, tortured, and transported to Australia. Many homes were
destroyed.
At such a time of suffering, one asks what
part did the clergy play in all this. Much
has been written about the exploits of
clergy from the Diocese of Ferns eg Fr
John
Murphy,
the
"Man
from
Boolavogue", and Fr Mogue Kearns.
I asked myself, what about the clergy in
Carlow, and the surrounding parishes in
the Diocese of Kildare, and Leighlin.
What was their role?
In general the clergy in Ireland had been
concerned about the threat of violence for
some time. An example of this can be
found in a letter, dated 21st May 1797
from the Bishop of Ossory to Rt Hon
Thomas Pelham, an official in Dublin
Castle. He passes on information that a
local clergyman had given him. This clergyman had been ministering to a sick
woman in his parish. Apparently the
Louth Light Infantry Company were quartered in the parish, and two of them stayed
in her house. She overheard their conversation late one night. The two soldiers had
been at a particular house where "two gentlemen from Dublin had been administering the United Irishmen oath to themselves, and to others." This woman felt
that many other soldiers could also have
joined the United Irishmen.
The Bishop is very concerned about this
information. He feels that "the spirit of
loyalty which showed itself so generously
at the period of the French attempted invasion is sinking from day to day," and that
the Roman Catholics now speak a language of discontent. He feels that action
must be taken immediately!
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On 29th May 1747, Mr Pelham, in reply
thanks His Lordship for this information,
"The Light Company of the Louth Militia
are now at the Camp near Dublin, and I have
taken measures for obtaining all the information they can produce concerning the two
Dublin emissaries".
Similar concern is expressed in a letter from
the Rev. John Wright of Clones in alerter
dated 19th May 1797, also to Mr Pelham.
He feels that there is a lack of government
activity against sedition. He wonders "what
support will be given to a man willing to
discharge the duties of his conscience". On
20th May 1797, Mr Pelham replies, promising to provide any necessary support.

Carlow Town
On 3rd January 1798, a Mr Foster Archer,
J.G.P. wrote to Dublin Castle. He begins by
telling them that conditions in Carlow Gaol
have improved. It has been fumigated, and
well-aired. No prisoner should be afraid of
getting Gaol fever!.
He goes on to describe an action that is very
typical "at 12 the previous night two welldressed men walked through a village just
outside Carlow. They tapped on the doors of
houses, and warned the inhabitants to rise,
and flie immediately for the Orange Men,
and an army of Protestants from Carlow
were coming to burn their houses, and murder them". The families immediately
applied "to a Mr Butler, a Magistrate for
protection".
They spent the night in his granary. Similar
reports are to be found in Stradbally, and
Athy. He blames the R.C. priests for spreading these rumours. "They are deeply, and
extensively at work in promoting these wild
rumours". To counter these rumours, the
Magistrate have issued a hand bill. He
encloses a copy (V Fig A). He also recommends that prisoners should be drifted down
the Barrow, and confined to Duncannon Fort
until transport is available. Obviously he
had a poor view of the clergy!

Advertisement

(Fig.A)

At a meeting of the following societies of
ORANGE MEN of Lifburne and its
Vicinity, Nos. 111,121,128,135, 136, 137,
138, 141, 152, 164, 170, 207, and 354, on
the 23 ofDecember,1797.
Mr. JOHN JOHNSON, of 164, being called
to the chair, the following Declaration was
Unanimouflyagreed to;
We have feen with much fatisfacton the
declaration of the Catholics of the parifh of
Culfachtrin and Grange of Innispollen, in
this county of the 3 of December 1797,
expreffing fentiments which claim our warmoft approbation and refpect... .... Loyalty
to the King and inviolable atthment to our
excellent Conftitution, being the principles
of our affociation we fhall happy to coopperate with LOYAL MEN of all religious

perfuafions in the zealous defence of thefe
moft inviolable bleffings. Our conduct
furnifh the beft confutation of the groff
calumnies which defining men, for obvious
reafons, have induftriously circulated
against us. So far from harbouring Religious
animofity, we ardently wish to cultivate the
good will of our LOYAL Catholic fellow
fubjects, and affure them of our fincere difpofition to join our efforts with theirs in
refifting all hoftile and traitorous attempts
of foreign or domestic enemies to overturn
or impair our prefent happy Conftitution
Signed,
JOHN JOHNSON, Chairman.
JOHN MORROW, G.S.C.A.D.
G. COOKE, Printer, Market crofs,
CARLOW
A reference to the high casualties sustained
by the United Irishmen, in the battle of
Carlow, can be seen in a letter, dated 25th
May 1798, from Sir Charles Argill,
Kilkenny, to a Mr Dundass "Carlow was
attacked last night, upward of 300 rebels
killed, two of the 9th Dragoons slightly
wounded".
During the last stages of the battle of
Carlow, a gate of St Patrick's College was
opened. This allowed a large number of
United Irishmen, generally estimated to be
about six hundred, to escape through the
College grounds. Probably as a result of this
act, the College was in danger of being
blown up by the military, who placed two
cannons in front of the building. According
to the annals of the Mercy Convent in 1840,
a Poll Staunton stood between the College,
and the cannons, and thereby prevented the
destruction of the College. Later she went
on to nurse the sick during a cholera epidemic.
Several students were expelled for membership of the United Irishmen. One of them
was Francis Hearne who took part in the rising, and was executed on Waterford Bridge.

Ballickmoyler
A contingent of United Irishmen, from the
neighbouring Queen's County were to have
reinforced those in Carlow. Over six hundred
men . gathered in the village of
Ballickmoyler; and led by Captain William
Murphy, and Myles Doran, they set off for
Carlow. On discovering Graigue bridge was
heavily guarded 'with two cannons, they
retreated to Ballickmoyler, and burned some
houses.
They then attacked the local Rectory, the
home of the Rev. John Whitty, the local
Church of Ireland Rector. Together with
eleven men, he defended his house. The battle raged from 3am until 6am. Because the
Rev. Whitty's ammunition was running low,
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he sent to a neighbour, a Mr Rochfert, for
more. One of them was killed, and the other
left for dead. Word soon reached them that
the battle had been lost in Carlow, and they
dispersed to their own homes. Twelve
United Irishmen lost their lives that day.
In 1800 a petition from the Grand Jury of
Queen's County, at the Summer Assizes,
refers to the Rev. John Whitty, "a magistrate
for this County, for his good services". It was
sent to his Excellency, the Marquis of
Cornwallis, Lt Gen, and Governor of
Ireland. It states that on 24th May 1798, by
the "Spirited Resistance made by him, and a
few brave loyalists, several thousand rebels
were defeated after a severe contest of five
hours." "Stop' d in their progress, from
Carlow to Maryborough, and Stradbally,
therby a great part of the Queen's County
saved from falling into their Power, and the
lives of near 100 Protestant women, and
children preserved from Massacre". Rev.
Whitty was obliged to move his family to
Carlow for their safety. The petition requests
that he be given some compensation.

Baltinglass
Fr William Travers was the · P.P. of
Baltinglass. He was arrested, and placed in
what was commonly called the black-hole
of the barracks. According to William
Farrell's
"Carlow in 98" he had neither chair, table,
nor bed in it, nor so much as a lock of
straw under his feet, and he might either
stand or lie down on the damp flags,
whichever he pleased, and in this state he
was kept for two days, and a night". Such
hardship in this black-hole upset him
greatly. However his reputation of hospitality, and generosity to the poor, and also
to soldiers, and their families stood him in
good stead, and he was sent to the gaol
instead. Because of his ill-treatment, he
became very abusive esp regarding
Orangemen. The Jailer threatened to clap
him in irons, and lodge him in the dungeon.
Then
Laurence Nolan of
Ballincarrig, and William Farrell offered to
give him their room, and bed, and he was
taken upstairs.
His trial was held in the barracks. His
accusers who had been threatened with torture, stated that Fr Traver~ was.to travel to
Dublin, Belfast, and France as a delegate
laughed at
for the United Irishmen.
such an unlikely journey!_ ;rhe Magistrate,
Major Dennis, cautioned . hinl, and later
sentenced him to leave the O,country. Dr
Comerford informs us that he narrowly
escaped execution, and was saved by Lady
Alderough who "threw herself between
him, and those about to take his life"

I;Jf:

He fled, and went to live in the parish of
Ballyadams, and was buried in Clopoke
graveyard a few years later, a broken man.
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Clonegal
The attitude of the senior clergy towards the
United Irishmen can be exemplified in the
following words of Fr James Purcell, PP.of
Clonegal. Aged 79, and trained on the continent, he was typical of many elderly Parish
Priests at that time. There was a small cell of
United Irishmen in Clonegal. Fr Purcell
declared his parishioners "unalterable attachment to his Sacred Majesty, King George
11". "We are perfectly satisfied that the emissaries of those turbulent factions called
United Irishmen, are as much the enemies of
Catholicity as they are of our King, and
Constitution, and we solemnly, and sincerely
pledge ourselves, should persons of such
description attempt to disseminate amongst
us seditious, levelling or irreligious principles, that we will drag such miscreants to the
bar of justice, and prosecute them to the
utmost vigour of the law". This was signed
by 1,561 of Fr Purcell's parishioners.

Hacketstown
Some idea of the state of unrest in
Hacketsown , prior to the rebellion, can be
gained from the following letter, dated 4th
February 1798, from Mr Joseph Hardy,
Hacketstown, to Mr Edward Cooke, Dublin
Castle. "Early on Friday morning three
important farmers within three miles of the
town were robbed of arms, watches, plates"
etc. He ordered out the military. A party of
yeomanry under Capt Hardy discovered
arms, a silver watch, and some spoons in the
floor of a cow house up the mountains. The
farmer, and his brother-in-law were arrested.
He confessed, and as a result most of the
gang were arrested. They were to be committed to Carlow the next day. He requests
some sort of commendation for the troops,
and the yeomanry, and a pardon for the
informer.

Fr Blanchville.P.P.
He was the Parish Priest of Hacketstown.
The United Irishmen called him from his bed
on their way to Hacketstown. He advised
them to go home, and forget about it. He said
"you are one hundred years too soon".

Rev. James McGhee
A Protestant Minister at Hacketstown, and a
leader of an unofficial group of Orangemen,
he played a different role from his Catholic
counterpart. Some idea of his approach to
the 1798 rebellion can be gathered from two
letters he wrote to Lord Castlereagh. In the
first one, dated 2pm, May 7th 1798, he
describes taking a group of the Antrim
Militia, quartered in Hacketstown, to search
a house of a person suspected of being in
contact with Garrett Byrne. After examination on oath, he discovered that he is hidden
in the house of a widow Caulfield of
Booterstown, Family consists of "the old
woman, a daughter who is an old maid, and
an old housekeeper.

In the second letter, dated July 11th 1798, he
describes arresting a Mr James Waters of
Johnstown, Co Wicklow, a Grand Secretary
for the United Irishmen for half the barony
of Shillelagh, but had never acted. He had
been set free on the basis of the information
he provided, and was "an intimate friend of
Garrett Byrne" He urges the immediate
arrest of a Major McDermot of the Irish
Brigade who is in constant contact with
Garrett Byrne.
He also fought in the battle of Hacketstown.
Together with nine men, he defended a house
which commanded the main street, and one
side of the barracks. He placed four men in
the rear to prevent it being burnt, and four in
front to defend it. The United Irishmen set
fire to the town including thenearby Malt
House, and the inhabitants took refuge in the
barracks. A concerted effort was made to
attack his house. Carts containing feather
beds were pushed in front of the attackers.
Heavy fire from the houses for about twenty
minutes forced them to retreat. The firing
was so intense that pewter plates were broken up by the women in the house to provide
ammunition.
In the Compensation Lists, the Rev McGhee
received £1478 8s Y, for loss of plate,
clothes, and cattle.

Kellistown
The Hughes family of Kellistown were
farmers, and also bacon-curers. Other
Branches of the family lived in Castle Street,
and Burrin Street, Carlow. Members of the
Hughes family, both from Carlow, and
Kellistown, took part in the battle of Carlow,
and were killed in Tullow Street. One of
them was a Priest - Fr Tom Hughes. They
were buried in the Croppies' Hole. The
Hughes of Kellistown were evicted shortly
afterwards.

Kiltealy
Fr Mogue Kearns was a native ofKiltealy on
the Carlow-Wexford border. In his youth, he
had been a noted hurler, and athlete. After
studying at the Irish College in Paris, he
returned home, and spent his spare time
hunting in the Blackstairs Mountains with Fr
John Murphy. The two became great friends.
It is probable that he joined the United
Irishmen at this time. The Bishop of Ferns,
Dr Caulfield, loaned him to Bishop Delaney
of Kildare, and Leighlin who sent him be a
Curate in Clonard, part of the parish of
Balyna in the north of the Diocese. However
because of his anti-government views, the
Parish Priest, Fr Michael Corcoran, persuaded Bishop Delaney to send him back to
Ferns, and he returned in 1797.
Once the Insurrection broke out, he joined Fr
John Murphy, and became one of his
Captains. He saw action in Enniscorthy,
Bunclody, and again at Vinegar Hill, helping
to secure the retreat of the rebel forces.
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Badly wounded, he went into hiding in a safe
house in the Blackstairs Mountains until he
recovered. Together with several other leaders, he attempted to go to the North. As he,
and a Captain Perry were crossing a bog at
Clonbullogue, they were arrested, andbrought to Edenderry. On 21st June 1798, he
was executed just outside the town.

hung from a tree beside the Barrow. Captain
Padraig O'Beirne, a relation of his, arranged
that the soldiers of the Black Watch who
were guarding the body would be well-supplied with drink. During the night, he, and a
group of boatmen went up the river, and
removed the body, burying his mortal
remains in Harristown cemetery.

My shall

Tinryland

On 17th January 1798, Robert Cornwall,
Myshall Lodge, wrote to Dublin Castle with
the following information. He had gained the
confidence of a leading local Roman
Catholic who has secured the trust of the
United Irishmen. As a result of this information, he was able to prevent a general uprising that was to have taken place the previous
Friday night. The next night he surprised a
committee meeting, and arrested three of
them, convicted them of being disorderly,
and sent them to Duncannon Fort. as Carlow
Gaol was already full. His informant also
told him that an important person had travelled to Paris to receive instructions from the
Directory. He has been promised this information, and will pass it on to the authorities.
The United Irishmens' spirits are low
because Bonoparte is not in favour of invading Ireland! The letter ends on a local note.
He discovered fifty-five pike heads in a turf
stack, and burnt the place down.

In his book "Carlow in 98", William Farrell
describes Mick Hayden, and his group of
men marching to Carlow to join the rest of
the United Irishmen. As they by passed the
house of Fr John O'Neil, P.P., he came out,
ands stopped them. He pleaded with them to
turn back, and save themselves, but they
refused to listen.

Following their defeat at Borris, and
Bagenalstown, the Myshall United Irishmen,
under the command of Captain James Nolan,
managed to return home safely.
Unfortunately informers passed on their
names to Major Cornwall. The Parish Priest,
Fr Bryan Kavanagh, went to him, and pleaded for them. His reply was that they would
have to surrender to him, handing over their
arms. If they did this, he would allow them
to live, providing they also worked on building a new road, which became known as the
Croppy Road. None of them seems to have
been paid for their work!

Monastereven
Fr Edward Prendergast was born in June
1749, and as usual at that time, was educated at Salamanica. He was a Curate in the district of Harristown. Shortly after the battle of
Monasterevan in 1798, he was arrested, and
charged with supporting the United
Irishmen. The only evidence for this is that
he was in the the rebel camp at Barn Hill.
However according to tradition, he was only
there to baptise a child!
An English woman is said to have tried to
save his life. Whilst at dinner one night, she
heard that he was about to be arrested. She
pretended to be ill, and went home. Her husband, Captain Rice, warned the Priest, but he
ignored their advice. He was arrested, tried
by Court Martial at Monasterevan House,
and executed on 11th June 1798. He was

He seems to have been the first P.P. of
Tinryland as a distinct parish. He died on
21st April 1799. His headstone which was
erected by his grateful parishioners bears this
inscription "here lie the remains of the Rev
John O'Neill. P.P. of Stapelstown, a man of
gentle manners, and unblemished morals, an
exemplary pastor, a steady friend of all, kind,
benevolent, and obliging, universally regretted when dead. Forgotten by his own, his
affectionate flock did not forget him. With
generous gratitude they purchased this stone
that posterity might know where virtue lies
interred".

Tullow
Bishop Delaney
He was Bishop of Kildare,and Leighlin, and
P.P. of Tullow. At one time he served as
curate to the famous Bishop J.K.L., and later
became Co-Adjutor Bishop. Arriving in the
parish in 1777, he established Sunday
Schools for the children, and taught them
hymns, and the Catechism. In 1785, he
established the Confraternity of the Blessed
Sacrament, its members being appointed to
teach children their prayers, and their
Catechism. Together with the rest of the clergy, he tried to persuade the people to hand
over their pikes, and guns. There is a tradition that he received pikes across the altar
rails from his parishioners in Tullow. During
the rising, he was not allowed to go to his
own house, but had to stay in lodgings in the
town. The big loss of life during the
Insurrection saddened him.

Fr John Murphy
Although a priest of the Diocese of Ferns,
his final days were spent in Tullow.
Educated in Spain, he became P.P. of
Boolavogue. He is generally described as a
man of peace who was driven to take up
arms by the massacre of his parishioners,
and the burning of his Chapel. Comerford, in
his history of the Diocese of Kildare, and
Leighlin states "after the dispersion of the
rebel forces under his command, he took
refuge in the town of Tullow, County

Carlow. but so disguised as not to be known
even by his most intimate acquaintance. He
was accompanied by a brave, and faithful
companion, of the name of Gallagher, a
native of Ferns. They were soon arrested,
and taken into custody. They were interrogated for some time. As their answers were
not satisfactory, Gallagher was tortured, and
then hung. They then searched Fr Murphy's
clothes for clues to his real identity. "In his
pocket they found part of his sacerdotal
robes, and a small vial". The discovery that
he was a priest enraged them, and he was
whipped. " They then made him fast to the
gallows on which poor Gallagher suffered,
and with many insults, desired him, as he
was a priest, to save himself. They then cut
off his head". His body was thrown into a
cask of burning pitch. "His head was fixed
on a pole about fourteen feet high at the
Chapel gates".

Conclusion
It would appear that the vast majority of clergy in Carlow, and the surrounding parishes
took little or no part in the Insurrection of
1798. Instead they confined themselves to
their traditional role of ministering to the
sick, and dying. They would have comforted
the injured, and prayed with those about to
slip into eternity or be transported across the
world, never to be seen again by their families or friends.

In such .a time of suffering, and grief, their
role was an invaluable one.

Bibliography
1.
98 in Carlow - Peadar MacSuibhne
(1974)
2. Kildare in 1798 - Peadar MacSuibhne
(1978)
Musgrave's Memoirs of the Irish
3.
Rebellion of 1798 (1995)
4. Comerford 's Diocese of Kildare, and
Leigh/in. (1836)
5. Peoples' Rising, Wexford 1798 - Daniel
Gahan (1995)
6. The Catholic Priest in the 1798 Rebellion
- Kevin Whelan (Wexford History & Society
- 1987)
7. Rebellion Papers - National Archives,
Bishop St, Dublin 2.
8. One Hundred Years Too Soon - Robert
Duffy (1998)
9. Fr Mogue Kearns - Myles Kavanagh Carloviana ( 1997)
10. Ballickmoyler 24th May 1798 Researched by Peter Smith (1998)
11. Ms Carmel Fl aha van & Staff of Carlow
County Library

Page 68

Carloviana - December, 1998

The
Bold
Fenian
Men
Taken from The New
Chicago - 1912

World-

r. John Morris, father of
Rev. John Morris, pastor
of St. Monica's church, was
called to his reward Saturday,
March 9, at 8pm.

M

Mr. Moms contracted the grippe
while journeying on a farewell visit
Christmas Eve to the late John
Doran, father ofRev. J. P. Doran.

Mr. Moms in early days was a surveyor. In no other man's breast did
love of Ireland glow more ardently,
and with this was coupled a consuming desire to se his country free. He
became active as a fenian and was
head-«r1.tre for county Carlow 'till
his activities led to his incarceration
and subsequent exile to the United
Statesofamericain 1866.
Mr. Morris was prominent in
railway circles in Illinois 'till his
retirement in 1895. He was a resof
Holy
Family,
ident
Presentation, St. Catherine's
and St. Thomas Aquinas' parishes. It was his delight to serve
Mass in the last three parishes.
The funeral was held from his

home, 26 N. 52d avenue, to St.
Thomas Aquinas' church, where
Solemn Recquiem Mass was
offered up by his son, Rev. John
S. Morris, assisted by Rev. H.P.
Coughlin, pastor of Our Lady of
Mercy, as deacon, Rev. John P.
Doran as subdeacon, John
McCarthy and Rev. John J.
Gearty as acolytes. Rev. John
Flannigan of Rockford diocese
(representing Bishop Muldoon
as thurifer.
The Rev. Daniel Luttrell, pastor of
the church, paid the deceased a
feeling tribute, referring to his
death as a distinct personal loss.
He spoke of his devotion to the
interests of the parish, and familiarity with the ceremonials of the
Church. He brought out his affection for the land of his birth and
cited evidence of his patriotism.
A large cortege accompanied his
remains to calvary. At the grave
were present a number of clergy.
The last prayers were recited by
the Rev. J. F. Callaghan, pastor
of St. Malachy 's church.
The following extract is taken
from an Irish paper published in
1866. It tells of the arrest of Mr.
Morris for Fenianism: Arrest of
the Head Centre of Carlow.
Fenagh, Sunday, Feb. 25 - John
Morris, the notorious head centre for the County Carlow, was
arrested this morning and is now
a prisoner in Carlow gaol.
The importance of this arrest can
scarcely be underestimated,
when it can be recollected that
Morris for many months past,
evaded the incessant searches of
the police, owning to the wide
spread sympathy which he
enlisted on his side in the dis-
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John Morris

tricts ofFenagh and Myshall. He
was one of the most active of the
provincial Head Centres, and
was several times mentioned
during the recent state trials as a
consignee of a large number of
the "rods" manufactured by the
convict Moore.
As far as I can learn the police
had no information whatever as
to his precise whereabouts, so
that his arrest reflects the more
credit on his captors. It appears
that a party of five men, under
the command of constable cox,
(in charge of the Myshall station) had been the entire of
Saturday night in search of
Morris and as a last effort the
entire party lay concealed within
view if the house of the uncle of
the famous Head Centre, a
farmer named Edward Nolan, in
the townland of Kilmaglash,
near Fenagh. After remaining
for about two hours - from five
until seven o'clock - in ambush,
they observed that the inmates
were astir. the entire party proceeded to the house, which they
surrounded. Constable Cox and
two or three of the men entering
it. They immediately rushed to
the apartment where they though
it likely that they would find
Morris, and fortunately succeeded in effecting his arrest after a
short but ineffectual struggle on
his part to escape. He was
instantly handcuffed and placed
on his uncle's car (which happened to be in readiness at the
time to convey the family to a
distant chapel), and was brought
to Fenagh, where the constable
took a second car, and a party of
police as an additional guard,
and conveyed him directly to
Carlow gaol, where he was safely lodged before even the
rumour of his arrest got circulation. In the course of the day a
number of the local magistrates
attended at the gaol and made
arrangements for his safe keeping, and, I understand, also conferred with the officer in command of the troops, probably
with the view of having the military placed in charge of the
gaol. In addition to the £50
offered by the government for
the arrest of Morris, a second
£50 has been offered, I understand, by Arthur Kavanagh,
Esq.Borris House. - Saunders.

Opinions of the American
press on the death of John
B. Nolan.
From The New York Irish
People. January 6th. 1870.
Another Patriot has gone to his
reward---John 8.Nolan.
It is our mournful duty to-day to
record the death ofas true,as fervent and as honest a worker for
Ireland as ever drew breath John
B.Nolan was for the past twelve
years,earnestly and constantly
engaged in working for the freedom of his country. In the early
days of Fenianism he was
engaged as organiser - not one of
those paid creatures who are
known by that term in connection with a certain body- and had
for the field of his labours the
whole northern part of Ireland.
How well he did his work may
be seen at the present moment in
the close unity which characterises the members who formerly acknowledged him as their
centre. For many years John B.
Nolan lived in Belfast and acted
with supreme authority there in
all matters ' pertaining to
Fenianism at another time the
life of Nolan will be made
known.

From The Kansas Daily Times.
Died in this city at the residence
of
James
Fitzpatrick,on
Thursday night, Jan. 6th. of
hemorrhage of the Lungs, John
B. Nolan a, native of the townland of Ballinrush parish of
Myshall, county of Carlow,
Ireland, aged 32 years.
Opinions of the American Press.
John Nolan was born about 30
years ago at Ballinrush, parish of
Myshall, county Carlow. His
father was a wealthy and
respected farmer and kept a
broad and hospitable hearth.
John received his ordinary education at Myshall national
school which was considerably
improved at a more advanced
institution in Tullow. At about
15 years of age he was apprenticed to the dry goods business
in Bagnalstown and when his
apprenticeship expired went to
Dublin where he entered one of
the most extensive establishments of that city where his abilCont. on page 73
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removed from the flagstone.

Lest
They

The Murphy family of Paupish, and Paddy Darcy, the noted Tullow
historian are descendants of the Dwyers.
Next is a story with a happy ending. In 1798 a family named Neill
lived in the house on the corner of the Hacketstown where it joins
with the road leading to the Tullow road.

be

One of the Neills joined the attacking forces. He survived the massacre and was given refuge by friends in Barrack Street. That evening
it was decided that he should to return home.
To enable him to escape he was dressed as a woman, and given a bucket.

Forgotten

If he was stopped he was to say "I am going to Closh for water"

Seamus Murphy

On his way as he passed a group of soldiers, who were resting, under
the tree which was in what is now Shamrock Square, he heard one of
them remark "That's the tallest woman I ever saw".

ne area of County Carlow which has received very little attention from historians of the 1798 period, is a segment of the
County close to Carlow town.

O

He reached home and lived to an old age. The bucket was preserved
in the Neill house and the late Mary Teresa Kelly, The Stream,
Pollerton Little, who was a great granddaughter of this man, remembered seeing the bucket in the Neill home in the early 1900s.

This segment could be enclosed by the Tullow road on the south, by
the old road leading to Dublin on the north, and by the CarlowKildare border on the east.

The Neill name is preserved locally as the road already mentioned is
known as Neill's Lane.
The fourth account is of Michael Kelly of Pollerton Little, who lived
in the house owned now by the Walsh family.

In the late 18th. century, with the exception of personal farms of the
Burton and Brown Families, this was a region of small holdings. This
can be confirmed , because up to recent times, apart from existing
houses the sites of almost 40 other houses was known in Pollerton
Big and Pollerton Little.

He went to the attack on Carlow. When news of what had happened
to the attackers reached Pollerton, and as he had not returned home,
two of his sisters went to town seeking information.

The United Irishmen's Organisation, according to local tradition,
must have been highly organised in this area, as it was said "that at
least one man, went from each house in Pollerton Big and Pollerton
Little to the attack, and very few ever came home".

They were standing near the Red Cow Inn, now owned by Bernard
Jennings, when they saw a pair of legs with stockings similar to what
they were wearing , when they left home, hanging from a cart as it
went to Graigue.

The main rendezvous for the group, which was attacking Carlow

from the east, was at Viewmount, in Kernanstown, and Capt. Nolan

As Michael Kelly never returned home, it was always assumed that
was his remains going to what is now the Croppy Grave.

one of the leaders in the eastern attacking force was from Rutland,
both places being in this segment.

Michael Kelly was a great-great granduncle of the writer.

The story of at least four happenings of the 1798 period, have survived in local folklore.
The first concerns the fate of members of the Kehoe family of Pollerton.
The family home was on Pollerton Road, near the present junction
with McGamhna road and the family farm was the land now occupied by the housing estates on the north side of the road.
Tradition says that three Kehoe brothers perished in the Rising, and
that two others were executed later.
Odran Seely, Tullow Road is a descendant of this family.
The second event also has connections with Pollerton Road.
It tells of the fate of two men, one, according to the late John Boake,
Rutland, was named Maher from Rainstown.

These men had survived the attack, but still did not reach home.
These men were in the house owned by the Dwyers. This house was
where the house of St. Patrick's avenue joins the Askea school grounds.
On the evening of the 25th May the military were searching for
escaping "rebels". When this group of soldiers approached the
Dwyer home, the men attempted to escape but as tradition says "they
were killed on the flag of the door" This house unlike all other houses on the road did not have a door leading on to the road. It was said
that the original door was built up, as the blood stains could not be

Another resident of the segment who died at that time was Sir
Edward Crosbie of Viewmount, who was executed for his alleged
United Irishman's involvement. His execution took place at the new
jail, now Super Quinn, but his head was displayed for a time at the
gate of the old jail, which was on the site of the apartments bordering the Burrin on Kennedy avenue.
Before his death, the late John Boake, Rutland showed the writer, the
place at the base of Urglin Church steeple where Edward Crosbie's
head was subsequently interred.
There were Government supporters in this area also.
The two main landlords were Sir Richard Burton and William
Brown.
These men were Captain and 1st Lieutenant respectively, in Carlow
Town Yeoman Corp.
It has been said that Burton had seventeen members of his corp executed.
However, there is no folk memory on this event in the Pollerton area.
We are indebted to many people, who have recorded events of 1798
in their own area.
These efforts are most welcome but we must not cease in our endeavour to have proper publication dealing with the County's role in
1798.
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Richard Boyse
Osborne
Richard Boyce Osbourne
(1815-1899)

Source:
Atlantic City and County
New Jersey,
Biographically illustrated;
Slocum, 1899

ichard Boyse Osborne was born in
1815, in London, to Richard Boyse
Osborne and Lucinda Susannah Humfrey,
who preferred tu be called Lucinda Caulfield
Humfrey, after her grandmother's family.
H~r father, John Humfrey, came from
County Carlow, but was a prominent lawyer
living in Dublin at the time of his daughter's
marriage. The Osbornes had estates in
Kilkenny, near Castletown. Genealogies of
this branch of the Osborne family claimed
descent from the first Earl of Leeds, but
Osborne's grandson said that the claims were
merely invented.

R

The young Richard Osborne emigrated to
America in 1834. After travelling in Canada
and teaching drawing for a time, he was

Cont from page 24

"ASSES' COLTS
& LOVING PEOPLE"
"THE STORY OF THE PEOPLE CALLED
METHODISTS IN THE CARLOW
CIRCUIT"
The author provides details of other Chapels
in the Circuit, all beautifully illustrated.
Tullow Methodist Church is familiar to
Carlovians as the home of Tullow Museum,
housing the vestments of the Patriot Priest,
Fr Murphy.

hired in 1838 by Gustavus Nicholls,
who had been his schoolmate in Ireland, to
join the newly formed Philadelphia and
Reading Railroad as a draughtsman. He
worked his way up and became, at the age of
29 in 1843, the railroad's chief engineer,
responsible for the design and construction
of the railroad's equipment and trackage. In
this post he constructed the world's first iron
girder bridge, which remained in service
until 1901. A girder from that bridge was
placed on display in the Smithsonian
Institution after its dismantling. He was
responsible for building extensive wharves
in Philadelphia so that the Reading could
deliver anthracite, which was its chief cargo,
for shipping to markets everywhere.
He left the P&R railroad in 1855, after a
quarrel with its president, to work as a freelance engineer. He subsequently worked on
many railroads ,including the Limerick and
Waterford Railroad in Ireland. In that job he
claimed that he 'broke down the arbitrary
rule of the amalgamated society oflrish artificers, called "Body men," who for 300 years

Hacketstown Chapel, was once the centre of
a thriving community. In 1850 the then
Minister, William Reilly, stated that the
Society in Hacketstown was "doing prettywell". The building is now used as a Scout
Hall.
Clonegal Chapel was home to another small
group. It was founded by a Frank Sherlock
who listened one day to John Wesley in
Bunclody. The Chapel was closed, and sold
towards the end of the last century.
Bagenalstown Chapel housed a small, but
loyal congregation for many years. Due to
lack of numbers, and its close proximity to
Carlow, it was closed, and sold in 1963 , and

had swayed all parties engaged in construction works in Ireland,' a feat which he
accomplished, he said, by honesty, fair dealing, fair pay, and avoiding all threats of
force.
It was in his capacity as engineer and busi-

nessman that he became involved in developing what became Atlantic City. Not only
did he lay out a railroad from Camden,
across the Delaware river from Philadelphia,
to what was then a nearly empty island
called Absecon, but he helped form the company and overrode all objections to the project. He built the railroad, and he drew the
map of the proposed city, which he named
Atlantic city, and he named the streets and
avenues which still grace Monopoly boards.
He never claimed to be a founder of the city,
though it would never have succeeded without him, and his name appears on the monument in the city dedicated to the memory of
the founders.
He died in Philadelphia in 1899, at the age of
84.

is now a private residence.
Rev Cooney is to be congratulated on writing this fascinating book It includes lists of
the names of Ministers, and leading lay persons. He has made a big contribution, not
only to the history of Methodism in these
parts, but also to the history of Carlow.
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his period in the history of Carlow was
chosen for a number of reasons. The
prime one of these was that it represents an
important part of our country shortly after
Catholic Emancipation and in the relatively
early years of the union of the Irish and
British parliaments. There is another reason,
and this is that Carlow is referred to by many
of the most well known travellers in our
country, Curwen,1 Cobbett,2 the Halls,3 de
Toqueville,4 de Latocnaye,5 and Thackeray,6
so that one may expect to have a number of
relatively unbiased reports of the area.
The purpose of this dissertation is to try to
present an illustration of Carlow town as it
would have appeared not only to visitors, but
to contemporary residents. This being the
case the impressions created in the minds of
the above visitors will be considered first as
they may have the effect of giving a general
idea of the feelings of travellers through
Carlow and its surroundings.
It is of interest to consider some of the reasons behind the visits of these, for the most
part, well known men of their times. Cobbett
came to Ireland which was obviously well
known to contain some of the greatest poverty in Europe, and from Cobbett's point of
view was partly, at least, the result of the
malpractises of government which as one of
its members he was trying to avoid. The following comments are taken from his book
which was subtitled "A Warning to
England". While most of these comments
refer to Kilkenny, Waterford and Kildare et
al., he does include Carlow, describing the
actual land in the following terms "Perhaps
there are patches of England better than this
but take England ... It is nothing like so good
as this". However he warns his reader and
his neighbours that they might become like a
farmer he saw who was representative of the
general, "His dress was a mere bundle of
rags ... tied with straw,etc.,"2

However Mr Curwen in his Observations on
the State of Ireland in 1818 described
Carlow as
"A neat town, of considerable extent, and
charmingly situated, forming a conspicuous
feature in the landscape"! One authority who
quotes this goes on to say "This description
is critically true. Yet like other towns it has
fearful misery within its precincts. "20
Thackeray in his Irish Sketch Book describes
Carlow, as "A wretched place enough with
a. fine court house... a noble Protestant
church and the Catholic cathedral. As for the
archecture of the latter I do not find that a
professional man would find much to praise
in it... ..interior quite plain .. bare and unfinished." He goes on to describe the St.
Patrick's seminary as " a large tumbledown
divinity college. 6
His remarks on beggars resembled those of
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Some aspects
of Carlow
in the
1830s
R.P. Murphy
various locals, notably J.K.L.7 and his biographer(s) who described how beggars
seemed to appear from nowhere whenever
J.K.L. stopped in his journeys through the
countryside. He has a good few words to say
about the beggars of Carlow. In fact, with the
possible exception3 of the Halls everybody
mentions the large numbers of beggars to be
found in Ireland of that time. Indeed considering their continued harping on what must
have seemed to have been appalling poverty
it is hard to see how begging could have
been avoided, particularly at the beginning
of summer when the new crops were not yet
harvested. Later when considering the houses to be found in Carlow it will be seen how
such people could seem to arise from
nowhere. 9.IO
Probably the most interesting of the above
mentioned travellers is de Toqueville. 4 In
fact his references to Co.Carlow and to its
people seem to be the most comprehensive
particularly as they come from quotations
from those people who entertained him as he
passed through Carlow. These include the
local bishop, the president of St. Patrick's
College and are capped by personal observations which will be referred to later.
There is one further set of comments
which were designed for the edification of
the members of parliament and are incl uded in the Parliamentary Gazetteer for
184411 and refer to Carlow for the preceding four or five years. It is desirable that
these be given fairly comprehensively.
There are sections which do not agree
with some of the above comments. After
reading Thackeray the following two
items are surprising; one describes the
R.C. cathedral as being remarkable for the
beauty of its style and the other speaks of
the college as being imposing and spa-

cious. The same document describes
Carlow as being modern, clean, comfortable and neat, neatly surrounded by tasteful demesnes. This describes Carlow's
main street south of the Burren to about a
half as reaching from 350 yards a mile
north of it and that this street was only
partiality edificed. The road from
Castlecomer to Tullow is described as
stretching from the Barrow as far as what
is now known as Shamrock Square with
nowhere any break in the houses till this is
reached but claims that the "Compact part
of the town starts 250 yards west of the
above square and has 11 brief streets on
the Burren side. There is no mention of
College Street.
The above introduction to Carlow of the
1830's really tells us little about the place
which it describes as having been lived in
by about 9114 men and women occupying
some 1239 houses. The above Gazetteer
divides the population into families which
it categorises as follows:
Families employed in agriculture
438
employed, in manufacturing trade
808
other
459
These families are subdivided as follows:dependent on property and professions 135
direction of labour
842
own manual labour
633
not specified
95
Of these the males over 5 years of age are classified according to their ability to to read and write.
Males over 5 who can read and write
1957
Who can read only
576
Who can neither read or write
1077

The females are classified according as follows:1555
Females who can read and write
1090
who can read only
1609
who neither read nor write
All of these people lived in 1351 houses,
there being 136 houses and 11 in the process
of being built at this time.
Of this considerable population it must be
remembered a very large number had very
little political influence as will be made
obvious by the following two facts. The
constituency was composed of 474 voters
in 1835. By 1841 this had dwindled to
composed of 405 £10 householders i.e. 405
people who had the minimum qualifications entitling them to vote. The remaining
12 people were burgesses,12 inhabitants
who retained the rights of freemen as originally defined in the charters which gave
Carlow its rights which included the right
of choosing and sending a representative to
parliament. In this context the term
Freeman connotes a person who, a: had the
right to vote, b: was exempt from tolls and
customs, c; was eligible to offices in the
corporation. By charter they ought to par-
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ticipate in the making of bye-laws. The
second fact referred to at the start of this
paragraph was that three or four years
before 1835, 150 inhabitants (among
whom
were
several
Roman
Catholics)applied to be admitted as
freemen and tendered the £1 fee that was
required. These were rejected, the ostensible reason being that the corporation did
not wish to admit so many to freedom from
customs and tolls. Apparently the actual
reason was that the corporation did not
wish them to be given the electoral franchise so that even under the "New rules"
these people have not been allowed the
privileges of freemen. Up to (1835) no
Roman Catholic had been a member of the
corporation from as far back as the relaxation of the penal laws entailed in the
Catholic Relief Bill of 1793.12 This statement apparently contradicts at least one
report published in the Golden Jubilee edition of Carloviana,13 in 1946. This quotes
liberally from the Carlow Morning Post of
from May to July 1830. I5,I6,I7,I8
These reports tell of over a hundred persons
who had applied for admission to be Freemen
of Carlow and who had been allowed to take
the Freemen's oath which was administered at
the petty sessions by Mr. Bruen, magistrate.
As admission to this honour was only within
the remit of the sovereign who had refused all
of these applications, none of those who were
mentioned in the reports was allowed the
privileges normal to Freemen, the most
important of which was the right to vote in the
forthcoming elections.
Carlow was governed by a corporation composed of one sovereign, 12 burgesses, two
sergeants at mace, one town clerk, one
weighmaster of butter, and one bellman. The
sovereign was elected annually from the
burgesses. The sovereign was a justice of the
peace for the county of Carlow and clerk of
the market. By 1835 his attendance at this
had diminished as had also the emoluments.12 He used to preside at the civil courts
but these no longer existed by 1835. He had no
salary except for the receipt of poizeage out of
which he payed the other officers. He also
received £40-£100 from the weighmaster. The
actual value of these sums can be calculated
by considering the prices of foodstuffs at the
time. As an illustration of this calculation the
following prices are given.
Butter
per cwt.
£3 orjwtover6
penceper lb
Beef
per lb.
£0.0.5p
wheat
per barrel
£3.0.0
potatoes per stone
£0.0.3
These prices are quoted from the Carlow
Morning Post of the time. In present day
prices each amount per annum would be
equivalent to a minimum of twenty eight
times the amounts given. These calculations
are very approximate and are probably a
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gross underestimate as they do not include
the prices of housing and other factors in the
actual cost ofliving. These very approximate
and are probably a gross they do not include
the prices of housing and the actual cost of
living. Another interesting point in such a calculation is the fact that the wages of 1830's has
been variously reported as being as low as 3d
per day 21 and as high as 8d per day.22 The latter source rates this wage as being equivalent
to about £5.0.0 per year, suggesting that the
labourer is unemployed for about half the year.
The burgesses were elected for life from
among the freemen. It was known for a person to be elected a freeman and a burgess on
the same day. They had no other duties outside of their functions as the governing body
of the corporation. At parliamentary elections they had a vote if they lived within
seven miles of the place of the election.12
As for the officers, the two sergeants at mace
and the town clerk were appointed by the
sovereign and burgesses. The sergeants
received £20 p.a. for acting as constables of
the borough, attending at the market to
superintend the weighing of butter and the
issuing of tickets of its weight. The town
clerk recorded the proceedings of the corporate assemblies, keeping the current book.
The weighmaster weighed the butter in the
market and its firkins. He also tasted the butter. The receipts of this market were considerable. In 1827 and 1828 they amounted to
£482 from the butter crane alone. In 1829
38,550 firkins were weighed but by 1832
this had decreased as it was no longer
mandatory to have butter weighed by the
weighmaster prior to its exportation.
The bellman superintended the weighing of
coals and received ld, i.e. one old penny per
cart from the seller.
There were in 1835 twenty freemen in the
corporation to which they had been elected
for life.12
As all of the above officials were nominated
by Lord Charleville, the patron of the borough, he controlled the said borough, a situation which was at the time thought to be far
from satisfactoryI5-Is. The corporation having no landed property its income derived
completely from poizeage12
About 17 years before the period being considered, i.e. in 1818 the poizeage relating to
the carriage of corn and coals was regulated
and it was decided to allow potatoes to be sold
in the Carlow markets free of this toll which
amounted to £170 p.a., £63 being paid to the
officers of the corporation, the rest being
retained by the sovereign, as detailed above.
Carlow though the principal town in the
county had no civil court but did have a
manor court having jurisdiction over the borough and for seven miles in the direction of

Tullow. Its jurisdiction was limited to claims
of no more than £ 10 Irish i.e. £ 10 in the currency which had existed before the Union.
The Quarter Sessions were held there four
times per year and the Petty Sessions were
held every Thursday. The sovereign and
burgesses presided.
This describes the aspects of the town that
are likely to give the reader a good impression; it does not include the remarks with
which Bishop J. Doyle described Carlow to
the parliament. Space does not allow me to
give his words in detail but he refers to the
forty shilling freeholders who lost their
farms because although they held these on
leases they could be evicted for failure to pay
their rents. As most tenants held land under
a system in which they were always in
arrears by six months they could be evicted
if they were unable to pay this rent as
required to do so by their landlords. It must
be remembered that in the elections of 1832
the incumbent Members of Parliament lost
their seats due to the fact that many of their
tenants voted for O'Connell's supporters.
Some, at least, of their landlords felt
betrayed by men who had been their natural
feudal supporters and did all in their power
to replace them with people on whom they
felt they could rely. The displaced people
now had no means oflivelihood and many of
them came into Carlow in the hope of finding some employment.7. These hopes not
being fulfilled they resorted to begging. Doyle
refers to one lane in which he knew of about
thirty families twenty of which were dead of
disease and starvation within a few months of
taking up residence. According to him the
poorer people lived in one or two room houses
which housed up to seven families per house.
This is an aspect of Carlow which one fails to
find in the Parliamentary Gazetteer and which
may help to explain the many observations
concerning beggars.
Having referred to the housing to be found in
Carlow some description of these houses
seems appropriate. In the census of 1841 they
were divided into four classes as follows:
Fourth class houses:- Walls of mud orother perishable materials, one room with one window.
Third class houses:-Two to four rooms, each
with a window.
Second class houses:- A good farm house
having five to nine rooms and windows.
First class houses :- Any house better than a
second class house.
Furthermore such classification is complicated by the numbers of occupants;a first
class house was one which was occupied by
one family. Such a house becomes a second
class when occupied by two or three families. A second class house becomes degraded when lived in by two to three families. All
of the above may be classed as fourth class
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domiciles by multiple occupations e.g. six or
more families in a first class, four or more in
a second or three or more in a third class.
Examples of such forms of degradation to
fourth class accommodation could readily be
seen in what were known as the Dublin
slums in the first half of the present century.
In 1841 over 53% of the inhabitants of the
civic districts of Bagenalstown and Carlow
lived in third and fourth class accommodation, nearly half of these in the latter class.
We have already referred to the influx of
evicted or displaced forty shilling freeholders in the early 1830's. This class had been
given the vote in parliamentary elections by
an Act of Henry VI. Catholic forty shilling
freeholders had been deprived of the vote by
the Penal Laws. It was restored to them by
the Catholic Relief Act of 1793 It then
became desirable for any politically ambitious landowner to have as many such tenants as possible. This being the case many
tenants were allowed to rent amounts ofland
as small as one acre and were given leases
for lives, thus becoming forty shilling freeholders. When the French war came to an
end in 1815 landlords and large farmers, due
to the economic changes in post war Europe
and in particular Ireland, began to see the
desirability of consolidating their land holdings and removing such undesirable tenants.
In this respect it should be realised that contemporary authorities held that farm holdings of less than eight acres were insufficient
to provide a livelihood for a family 19, while
a forty shilling freeholder might hold less
than a quarter of this. To exacerbate this situation Catholic Emancipation disenfranchised the forty shilling freeholders when it
raised the minimum property qualification to
the ten pound freehold in 1829.
This deprivation has often been regarded as
an attempt to limit emancipation by depriving Catholics of the right to vote. It is equally possible that it was an expression of the
feeling that the very poor could not be
regarded as having the same rights as were
enjoyed by their richer and generally more
highly educated neighbours.
In this respect the description given by the
Catholic Bishop Nolan to de Toqueville is of
interest. He spoke of County Carlow as
being divided largely between two families
who rented their lands to middlemen who
subrented them to large farmers who in turn
rented parts of them to lesser tenants and so
on so that the greater part of the county had
to support the four classes of people, giving
rise to great misery. Quoting de Toqueville
he said "Since the last election which the
Catholic candidates won the two great families of which I have spoken introduced a new
system of agriculture. They evicted the small
farmers. One alone evicted one hundred and
fifty families, enlarging their farms which he
then rented to Protestant tenants producing
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great misery as the vast mass of Irish country people have no other means oflivelihood
but the land: For my part I believe that the
introduction of poor laws is indispensable as
the original ties which should bind the higher and lower classes have been destroyed. 4
The above considerations were probably contributory factors to the abysmal poverty experienced by the lower classes in Ireland and if
Bishop Doyle is to be accepted as a sufficient
authority, also explain the penury adverted to
by so many observers, not only in Carlow, but
in most towns to which reference is made.
In conclusion it must be acknowledged that
many aspects of Carlow have not been considered e.g. education, financial and economic position of its middle and upper classes, emigration and many other interesting
factors which should be taken into account in
any really comprehensive history of an area.
It is hoped that these factors will eventually
be considered insubsequent issues
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ities as a business soon procured him a most
lucrative employment in Belfast. It was
while he was in Dublin that he joined the
Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood but his efficiency as an organiser was not known until
he went north. He soon had numerous working circles under his control and when
Stephens requested him to relinguish his
business and become Provincial Centre for
Ulster he did so without a murmur. He was
one of the members of the Council formed to
assist Stephens and the only member of that
body not arrested. After the flight of
Stephens in March 1866 Mr. Nolan removed
to London from where he went to America,
where he spent some time in Chicago and in
Peoria, he subsequently went to St. Louis,
next to Leavenworth and Kansas City and
last of all to Chilicothe, a village somewhere
in the centre of Missouri.
The following from "Recollections ofFenians
and Fenianism",by John O'Leary,in The Irish
Weekly Independent? Sat, June 20th. 1896.
Of John B. Nolan who was mainly instrumental in spreading the Organisation in the north, I
personally knew less that I did of Duffy, though
indirectly I heard and even knew a great deal
about him among other ways hearing from him
in the constantly in the paper. Judging from his
work which is the best test of most men he must
have had more than ordinary capacity in many
ways and most certainly he had more than ordinary activity and energy. There is no halo
around his memory as there is around Dufils
but none the less he was a good man and true,
doing in his day good work for Ireland and so
deserving at the least such slight record of himself and his services as they get here.
The following is a death notice which was
given to me by Brother P. J. Kavanagh, De
Le Salle Brothers, Skibbereen, Co. Cork. It
was found among items, collected by Fr.
Swaine, and photocopied in the National
Library. Unfortunately it's not dated.
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County Carlow
Andy Nolan of Myshall is dead. He was
brother to John Nolan, who was a certre
at the I.R.B.,in Belfast, and who died in
Kansas. Andy was a commercial traveller for a hardware house in Thomas
Street, Dublin. He was as true an Irish
man as could be met with, and many of
the men of olden days will read of his
death with sorrow.
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The Kennedy
O'Dempsey
Tragedy
John Joyce
Introduction
Towards the early part of 1994, I received an enquiry from a relative
of one of the principals in the affair as to whether I had any information about the assassination of William P. Kennedy and Michael
O'Dempsey which took place at Borris, County Carlow on 15th
March, 1921. As it happened, I had a superficial knowledge of the
Kennedy/O'Dempsey shooting since my youth and had often heard it
discussed - though always, it seemed to me, in subdued tones. I was
aware also that an article relating to the matter had appeared shortly
before that in the Wexford Year Book. 1994 and was therefore in a
position to refer the enquirer to this article which gave an informed
general account of the tragedy. To this, I added some little information which I had remembered hearing over the years.
More than a year then passed before, quite by accident, I stumbled on
further information about the matter. This evidence came in the form
of two hand-written memoranda written in 1921 by Michael
O'Dempsey - one of the assassinated men - and secreted by him a
short time before his death in a cavity behind the glass of his dressing mirror. For sixty-four years, unknown to any living person, the
papers remained there undisturbed. Over that time the mirror passed,
first by purchase, then by inheritance, into the hands of its present
owner. It was only in 1985, when he set about doing some repairs to
the item, that the manuscripts fell from behind the mirror into the
light of day once more.
Because the folk memory of the Kennedy/O'Dempsey tragedy is,
even now, almost extinct and because of the vivid description given
in the hidden memoranda of a serious and related incident which
occurred at the height of the War for Independence. I decided to
obtain as much information as possible and to put in writing an
account of the entire affair before those who had a knowledge of the
tragedy passed from the scene 1 .
In an effort to gain more information relating to the death of the two
men I spoke on several occasions to a respected and very reliable resident of Borris area about the tragedy. This person had a clear memory of the incident, had heard the fatal shots and was very familiar
with the background to the case and the local circumstances at the
time. He also knew the five persons who were alleged to have been
involved in the shootings and had spoken only a few years before my
interviews with him to one of these men who. in the mellowness of
old age. had remarked that "it should never have happened". I also

The dressing mirror behind which the memoranda was hidden

discussed the case with other parties who had a knowledge of the
event and whose sympathies would have been representative of the
differing political views of the 1920's. From these discussions it
emerged that a varying series of circumstances and events which had
occurred over the period preceding the shooting all had played a part
in the eventual tragedy.

The Tragedy
The political situation in Ireland in 1920, with the War for
Independence approaching its climax, was extremely tense. The year
before, the first meeting of Dail Eireann had been held and at it the
Irish Republic was established and ratified. But the British policy of
military rule continued and, although their civil administration had to
a great extent broken down, it was still capable of preventing Ireland
from governing herself. In September 1919, the suppression of the
Dail by the British aggravated the situation and this, coupled with the
continuance of a reign of violence by the occupying forces, had the
effect of raising the conflict to its most intense phase.
In Borris parish, as elsewhere, feelings were agitated, although by the
Autumn of 1920, with the police withdrawn some months earlier and
a Black and Tan wounded nearby, it was according to newspaper
reports of the time, no more disturbed than other parts of the country.
It was against this background that the Kennedy/O'Dempsey shooting took place.
The victims of the tragedy were well-known figures, each prominent
in his own sphere. William P. Kennedy was forty-four years of age
and unmarried. He was a native of Borris where he lived and where
his father had been in business before him. A man of many parts, he
had qualified as a pharmaceutical chemist and had worked in
England for some years before returning to carry on that business at
Borris and at a branch establishment in Graiguenamanagh. He was
also a general merchant and, in addition, had substantial farming
interests. A prominent and very popular figure at sporting fixtures in
the area. he lived with his sister, Bridget, who assisted in looking
after the hotel side of the business at what is now ( 1998) the Bank of
Ireland premises.
The second victim, Michael J. O'Dempsey B.A. of Parkden,
Enniscorthy, was a member of a noted legal family and was himself
a solicitor of some ten years standing. He had pursued a brilliant

Carloviana - December, 1998
scholastic career and had graduated at the Old Royal University with
first-class honours. In succession to his father, he carried on an extensive practice at Enniscorthy, where he was the legal adviser to the
Urban and District Councils. Like Kennedy, he also had a branch
office at Graiguenamanagh which he attended weekly. He was thirty-six years of age, was unmarried and had been acting as William
Kennedy's solicitor for some time before his death.
One of the circumstances which had a bearing on the tragedy concerned a business rivalry which had sprung up between William
Kennedy and a near neighbour when each sought to obtain the contract for carrying the mail between Kilkenny and Borris. Kennedy
was successful in getting the contract but ill-feeling developed over
the matter and, as time went by, the animosity which had arisen was
added to by the strong personalities and differing political outlooks
of the two men. Kennedy's neighbour was a prominent supporter of
the Republican movement, while Kennedy, coming from a
Redmonite background, favoured a less violent, constitutional
approach.
Such differing views were not uncommon at the time, for in the
struggle for independence, although ultimate aspirations may have
been similar, some saw independence coming over the barrel of a gun
while others - often those with a stake in property who had most to
lose from instability - saw negotiation and the constitutional path as
the best way forward.
Friday 29th October, 1920 was to prove a crucial day in the unfolding saga, for on that day the funeral of Terence MacSwiney, Lord
Mayor of Cork, took place. MacSwiney had died on the seventy-fifth
day of his hunger strike at Brixton prison and after his death Arthur
Griffith, Acting President of the Republic, had called for a day of
National mourning with business closing on the day of the funeral as
a mark of respect to MacSwiney's memory. Many businesses
responded to Griffith's call though closure was not universal.
In Borris, considered to be one of the best-organised areas in the
county, members of the local LR.A. company visited each shop and
made it clear that all were expected to close. In William Kennedy's
case it was, perhaps, unfortunate that the message was conveyed by
the youthful son of the business rival between whom and Kennedy
feelings of dissension rankled. For Kennedy, not a man to take orders
relating to his business from any outsider, but who might have been
amenable to a different approach, was certainly unlikely to react
favourably to perceived interference in his affairs emanating from
that particular quarter .... and so his doors remained open while other
shops closed.
Over the period which followed the funeral, local Republican reaction to Kennedy's non-co-operation quickly made itself felt as he
became the target of hostility from a section of the public. His business was boycotted and, as relations continued to worsen, his life is
said to have been threatened2. By that time Kennedy's attitude had
hardened to the extent of open defiance. Determined not to be intimidated, he took the precaution of carrying a gun and could be seen
riding his motor-cycle up the street of Borris with a revolver tucked
into his belt.
Kennedy then consulted his solicitor, O'Dempsey, about the pressurised position in which he found himself and, after receiving the
advice of counsel, proceeded to seek an injunction in the High Court
against ten named local men, - all with known Republican connections. If granted, this injunction would have restrained the defendants
from any interference in his affairs. He was also claiming his costs.
Writs in the case were issued on 9th December. 1920 and between
I Ith and 15th of that month these were served on the ten defendants
- four by Kennedy himself and six by his solicitor, O'Dempsey.
Within days a case was entered for the defence.
The defendants named in these writs 3 were: -
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Edward Dundon, Main Street, Borris;
Edward P. Hogan, Main Street, Borris;
Joseph Hogan, Main Street, Borris;
Patrick Hogan, Main Street, Borris;
James Rice, Main Street, Borris;
Martin Kelly, Ballyine House, Borris;
James Lennon, Cominellan, Borris;
James Murphy, Corner House, Borris;
John Murphy, Ballinagrane, Borris; and
Michael Dalton, Kilcloney, Borris.
With the season of goodwill approaching, Dr. Patrick Reid, Medical
Officer for Borris Dispensary District, a friend of William Kennedy's
who also knew the other parties involved, sought to defuse the
increasingly fraught situation. Using his good offices with both parties, he arranged a meeting between three of the defendants, James
Lennon, Martin Kelly and John Murphy, representing the LR.A., and
William Kennedy. Then, acting as mediator, he succeeded in getting
the agreement of both sides to the cessation of hostilities4 . It was a
considerable achievement, helped no doubt by the atmosphere of the
season, and the good doctor must have felt very satisfied with his
work.
The Christmas holidays passed peacefully. Then, sadly, the agreement brokered by Dr. Reid foundered. For, before December had
ended, Edward Hogan commenced an action in the High Court
against William Kennedy. On 1st January, 1921, O'Dempsey found it
necessary to write to his Dublin agents instructing them to enter a
defence in the cases . Almost immediately afterwards he learned that
this letter had been raided and on the morning of the 3rd January he
repeated his instructions to his agents, this time by telegram from
Graiguenamanagh.
The stakes were raised further when, at about 10.30 a.m. that same
day, shortly after the dispatch of the telegram, while being towed
from Graiguenamanagh to Enniscorthy in his "Tamplin", pedal
assisted, motor car, which earlier had broken down, Michael
O'Dempsey, was abducted at gun point by two masked and armed
men and brought to a lonely house at Coonogue, Ballymurphy, where
other I.RA. members had gathered and where he was held prisoner6
At Coonogue he was blindfolded. threatened with death and interrogated at length about the Kennedy case, his principal interrogator
stating that a "General of Division" had authorised him to do the
investigation. He was compelled to hand over the original writ and
other papers concerning the impending case and was accused of
"joining with Kennedy in bringing the Black and Tans upon the
Republicans in Borris" (a charge which he strenuously denied) and
of being responsible for Kennedy going to court against ten men
knowing that "all of these men were soldiers of the Irish Republic" 7 .
O'Dempsey's denials of the accusations made against him, and his
protests that he was acting in a professional capacity as legal adviser
to his client, were brushed aside. Instead, he was threatened with
court-martial and, in vehement and explicit terms, was warned that,
if legal proceedings were continued, he and Kennedy would be shot
before the matter could come to court. Eventually, after giving an
assurance that he would not report the happenings of the previous
few hours, he was allowed to leave the derelict house on the bleak,
wind-swept mountainside in which he had been held captor8 .
Later that evening, on reaching his office at Enniscorthy, he learned
that it had been raided earlier in the day by three armed men who had
removed the Kennedy file from his records9 . With the original writ
and other papers missing, Kennedy's case against the defendants was
now effectively halted. It was on the day following this that he
penned and secreted the memoranda.
On 6th January, three days after O'Dempsey's abduction, a further
significant escalation of the affair took place when a party of
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Auxiliaries raided the homes of Edward Dundon, Edward Hogan,
John Murphy and James Lennon in an unsuccessful search for the
raided documents. Accompanying them was a frustrated William
Kennedy, incensed by the break-down in the recently arranged truce,
the abduction of O'Dempsey and the seizure of the papers. This
action by Kennedy, in accompanying the Auxiliaries, whatever the
provocation, or however great the justification for it may have
seemed, must surely be seen as foolhardy, so much so that, in retrospect, the words "signing his own death warrant" spring to mind.
James Lennon was absent from home at the time of the raids, but
Edward Dundon, Patrick Hogan and John Murphy were "lifted" by
the Auxiliaries and removed to Woodstock, the then headquarters of
the British forces, near Inistioge. There they were held for three
weeks before being released on 27th January. Over the intervening
period, O'Dempsey had taken steps to reactivate the stalled legal proceedings, and by 28th January he was in a position to serve copy
writs on all the defendants, other than Edward Hogan who had
already entered a defence against the original writ.
As the date for the hearing drew near, decision time for the
Republicans was at hand, for, despite their most determined efforts,
the proceedings which they had so vehemently declared they would
never allow to take place, were now imminent.
They had all-the-time feared that, whatever the outcome of the case
itself, the indirect consequences for them would be grievous.
Internment, with the consequent wiping out of their local organisation was high on the list of probabilities. But, with summary justice
the order of the day, the prospect of even more disastrous consequences could not be ruled out. As ifto reinforce this fear a young
man named James Hayden was shot in the back by these same Black
and Tans while walking home from Sunday mass at Rathanna
Church on 6th Marchio. Then, on the day following, came the omi-

nous news that Dr. Edward Dundon, Vice-Chairman of Carlow
County Council in the Sinn Fein interests and first-named defendant
on the Kennedy writ had been arrested and detained at Carlow
Military Barracks I I .
Events now moved swiftly towards a tragic finality. On 15th March,
O'Dempsey and Kennedy attended the Carlow assizes in connection
with a land dispute 12 . They then returned to Borris and, after dinner
at Kennedy's, went for a walk. They could have no way of knowing
that, even as they set up the town on their stroll, orders which had
been given for their execution were being put into effect.
At about 9.00 p.m., as the two men, returning from their walk, were
approaching Kennedy's premises, the silence of the March evening
was shattered as a fusillade of shots rang out from behind a wall
across the street from them. Kennedy apparently saw some movement and, as the rifles of his assailants were levelled, attempted to
make a dash for the door. But he was the primary target and was cut
down by a hail of bullets, dying almost immediately. O'Dempsey,
following, almost reached the door before collapsing on the footpath,
badly wounded in the head and body.
When assistance arrived, it was found that William Kennedy was
beyond all human aid and that Michael O'Dempsey's condition was
so serious that he could only be carried into a room beside the hall
door near to which he had fallen. There he was attended to by a
priest and doctor, but from the first it was realised that hopes for his
recovery were vain. He was to linger for two days and expressed forgiveness to his assailants before dying at 3.00 p.m. on St. Patrick's
Day.
The shootings had been well signalled. O'Dempsey had been warned
at the time of his abduction. In Kennedy's case, some weeks before
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his death, shots had been fired at him, whether as a warning or otherwise can only be surmised. It was common knowledge in the area
that a great deal of unpleasantness existed. that threats had been
made and that legal actions were pending.
In I.R.A. ranks too. word had got around. One member, anticipating
that he might be called upon to be part of the firing squad, but being
reluctant to be involved in the deaths of two Irishmen, one of whom
he knew and liked, found it necessary to move out of the area a few
days before the tragedy. Another prominent member, anticipating
that he might be arrested subsequent to the affray, provided himself
with an unbreakable alibi by visiting the homes of two of his neighbours at the time of the shooting. Yet another man. chatting with a
neighbour, on hearing the distant volleys knew enough to declare
"That's Kennedy dead"l3 .
In Borris, after the fatal volleys rang out, a stunned silence descended as the few people who had been out-of-doors rushed into their
homes. By next morning a notice had appeared on a wall near to
which the men had fallen:
"Kand D convicted spies. Beware I.R.A."
This grim warning, coupled with the arrival of the Auxiliaries. who
poured in from Kilkenny and Tullow, did nothing to lessen the
numbed shock and alarm which prevailed.
The following day, a military enq1,1iry was held at which formal evidence relating to the finding of the victims, and their injuries, was
given. No verdict was announced and no inquest was subsequently
held.
A contemporary photograph of Borris showing William Kennedy's
premises extending from the extreme right of the picture to its centre. The wall from behind which the men were shot is out of the picture to the left. It ran directly beside the street before turning in
obliquely to continue behind the houses on the left of the photo.
Further up the street on the right is the ivy-covered house occupied
by Edward Dundon and beside it that of Edward Hogan.
On 18th March William Kennedy's cortege, with sorrowing relatives
in attendance, passed up the street of a deserted Borris, still stunned.
silent and apprehensive. Once again a message had been passed
around from LR.A. sources - this time to the effect that the funeral
should not be attended. Sympathisers did, however, join the funeral
along the route. while others awaited at Ballinkillen Cemetery where
William Kennedy's body was laid in its final resting placel4.
That same afternoon, Michael O'Dempsey's remains were removed
to Enniscorthy, passing on its way the lonely spot where he had been
kidnapped ten weeks earlier. The following day his body was interred
at the Cathedral Cemetery. At Enniscorthy there had been no LR.A.
warning and a large and representative gathering attended the obsequies I 5.
In the aftermath to the tragedy, condemnation and approval of the
I.R.A.'s action were both widespread. Then. as the years went by and
memories dimmed. public perception came to attribute the affair simply to William Kennedy's refusal to close his business in response to
the I.R.A.'s order. This, indeed, was the initial cause of the quarrel,
but it was the hostility and intimidation to which Kennedy was subjected subsequent to that, and his forceful response which progressed
the disagreement to its sad conclusion and so, death had met two men
tragically.
As to the posthumous charge against the men of being "convicted
spies", it was common knowledge that British Forces had used the
billiards room and bar at Kennedy's Hotel on some of their forays
into Borris. These visits were seen by the LR.A. in a very
unfavourable light - though it must be said. that Kennedy could have
sought to prevent them only at his own peril. Neither he nor

Page 77
O'Dempsey could have been privy to any of the plans or secrets of
the LR.A. and neither had been tried nor convicted of any offence.
That their action-at-law presented a grave threat to local
Republicans, however, and that Kennedy in particular was looked on
as a dangerous enemy, is beyond doubtI6.
O'Dempsey, of the same political persuasion as his client, though less
vehement in his views, lived at Enniscorthy and only visited Borris
occasionally. He was looked on by the I.R.A. as a collaborator of
Kennedy's and by the public as the unfortunate victim of a troubled
time. His mother, Mrs. Anna O'Dempsey, a woman of ability and
purpose, made determined and sustained efforts to have her son's
name cleared of any stigma. She entered into correspondence over a
period from September 1921 to March 1922 with Catha) Brugha,
Minister for Defence, Austin Stack, Minister for Home Affairs and
Eamon de Valera, President of the Executive Council about the matter. Her efforts were eventually rewarded when she received a letter
from Catha) Brugha stating that "we are convinced that charges
against him were without foundation". Catha! Brugha, in his letter
went on to tender the condolences and sincere regrets on behalf of the
Government and indicated that it was only the tense conditions of the
times that could make such as tragedy possible 17 . In February 1922,
Mrs. Anna O'Dempsey was awarded £2,500 compensation under the
Criminal Injuries Acts for the death of her sonl8 .
By that time events were moving ever faster. The treaty had come.
Then, as civil war was visited upon the country, the
Kennedy/O'Dempsey affair moved into the background as other,
even greater, tragedies took to the centre stage of a distracted nation.
I am indebted to Liam Cullen, current owner of both dressing mirror and
memoranda, for his kind permission to reproduce copies of the documents.
My gratitude is also expressed to his brother, Sean, for.his enthusiastic help
in researching and putting together the story behind the documents. The original memoranda and other documents are now deposited at The Military
Archives, Catha! Brugha Barracks. Dublin.
2
At this time Kennedy, in an effort to counteract the boycott, held a
"Sale". Among the best sellers were items of ladies underwear which were
bought in quantity by women of the area. The LR.A. immediately issued an
order that all goods which had been bought should be returned. Shortly thereafter, a number of the items purchased were deposited at Kennedy's door by
some of the women who had bought them.
It should be made clear that the names of Kennedy's and O'Dempsey's
alleged assailants did not include any of the defendants named in the writs.
4
Personal communication from Patrick Murphy, son of John Murphy of
Ballinagrane, Intelligence Officer, 4th (Borris) Batt., LR.A. who was one of
the party who, at Dr. Reid's invitation, met William Kennedy and who later
was arrested and imprisoned for three weeks at Woodstock.
Edward Hogan was Kennedy's business rival. The issue in the Hogan v
Kennedy case is unclear. The papers relating to it are not on file at the Public
Record Office where gaps in the records for this period exist. Neither do any
relevant papers survive in the archives of the legal firm which dealt with the
matter.
6 Seamus Kelly, in a personal communication, informed the writer that the
senior of the two men who abducted O'Dempsey was his father, Martin Kelly
of Ballyine House. one of those on whom a writ had been served and who
subsequently was arrested by British Military.

7
O'Dempsey may have suspected at this time that Edward Dundon was
his principal interrogator. On the margin of his memorandum. near to where
he had described his questioner's efforts to disguise his voice. he had written
the word "Dundon". Dr. Edward Dundon. who in 1916 had been commanding the volunteers in the Borris area, had earlier been interred in Frongoch.
Later, in company with the young Patrick Hogan. he had been subjected to
rigorous and heavy-handed interrogation at Woodstock, Inistioge, the local
headquarters of the Black and Tans. Although his name does not appear in the
list of the Carlow Brigade officers given in William Nolan's "Events in
Carlow in 1920/21",published in The Capuchin Annual, 1970, pp 582-588,
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this may be because of the changing state of an organisation, which at the time
was disturbed by arrests and the pressure of events. However that may be, it
may be taken as certain that Edward Dundon held a prominent position in
Republican ranks throughout the struggle.
8 The house at Coonogue in which the interrogation took place had previously been the home of the Rose family. O'Dempsey kept his word and his
abduction was not made known to the general public.

9
News of the Enniscorthy raid had been passed so speedily to Coonogue
that O'Dempsey's captors were able to tell him of it even as they interrogated
him.

10
An inquest was prohibited by order of Dublin Castle. Nationalist and
Leinster Times, 12th March 1921.
II

Nationalist and Leinster Times, 12th March 1921.

12 Dublin Castle report, Nationalist and Leinster Times, 19th March 1921.
The Carlow case had no bearing on the subject of this article.
13
Although not confirmed elsewhere, anecdotal evidence coming down
from one Republican source relates that members of the firing party had lain
in position for two nights before the fatal shooting took place.
14 Enniscorthy Guardian, 26th March. 1921. Also personal communication.
15 The Free Press, 19th March, 1921.
16 Anecdotal evidence handed down from Republican sources (Patrick
Murphy and another) relates that sanction was sought and obtained from
Brigade H.Q. for William Kennedy's execution. The sanction was sought, not
on the grounds that he was a spy but, because he had involved himself with
the Auxiliaries.
17 Rory Murphy, "A Tragedy of the Twenties", Wexford Association Year
Book, 1994.
18 Military Archives, Catha! Brugha Barracks, Dublin, File A/0535, Collins
Papers.

Page 78

Corporal
Patrick (Doyle) Lillis
Paul Maguire
ta glance the service record of the first man mentioned in this
chapter would seem totally out of the ordinary if not unique.
On the contrary his record while being varied and lengthy was by no
means rare. It is a fact that hundreds of Carlow men served identically long and varied years of service.

A

It is important to realise that soldiering was endemic at all levels of
Irish society both rural and urban. No other allterative was on offer
at that time and as a result many families had two, three and sometimes four generations of soldiers in them.

These men had made soldiering their lives and as a consequence
spent anywhere from five to twenty five years literally anywhere in
the world, and they would have known as much if not more about
current affairs in Johannesbourg or Delhi than Limerick or Waterford
and with more reason.
3418 Cpl. Patrick (Doyle) Lillis.
Born in Ballymoon, Bagenalstown, in 1871. Patricks long and distinguished career began at Wexford Barracks when he enlisted in the
Royal Irish Regiment on December 4th, 1889 at the age of 18. He
remained in Wexford until February 25th, 1891 when he was transferred to the regiments second battalion who were stationed in
Lucknow, India, at that time, the journey being a long one he only
arrived there on April 3rd.
His unit was on active duty on the North West Frontier during the
Jubbulpore province wars which ended in 1898.

The Rev.
Samuel Haughton
Cont. from page 9
tributed so much to human knowledge and society. Despite the above
quoted disparaging remarks of the Provost of Trinity the Carlow
polymath was remembered with great affection as a man of integrity
and a real friend to the undergraduates his life did so much to assist
in their careers. Carlow, who has let this man lie in quiet obscurity,
is now something to remember him. To this end, in his centenary
year, the Regional Technical College has established an annual
Haughton Memorial Lecture. The inaugural lecture was most appropriately delivered by Peter Wilson, Director of the Dublin Zoo on
the topic "Zoos in the Past and Present" a lecture for schools and will
be on the 10th November.
Footnote:
An earlier article in Carloviana claimed J Haughton was a founder
of the London zoo. G.C Henries Davies who has extensively
researched the records in the archives of the Zoolological Society of
London and wrote in a letter dated 17 November, 1997 Prof G.C.
Haughton was an early member of the Society, but had nothing to do
with its foundation. I presume that this Sir Graves Champrey
Haughton (1788-1849) who features in the DNT.
I

Returning from the N.W.F. Patricks battalion was then shipped to
Inhambagie State during the South African (Boer War) 1901, he
returned briefly to Bagenalstown, but was soon off again this time to
the Rawlpindi and Phuwar provinces of India. He remained there
until his standard thirteen years service was up.
However ,civilian life was not for him for within two weeks he had
volunteered for active service with the British Expeditionary Force
(B.E.F. ). Patrick joined the 18th Battalion Yorks and Lanes Regiment
and was shipped to France, January 3rd, 1915. He was to spend the
next three years fighting from Ypre to the Somme and by November
1918 Patrick was one of the very few professional soldiers to survive
the war still sound in mind and body.
His unit was disbanded on July 27th, 1919, however he was reluctant
to give it up so he re-enlisted on September 16th, 1919, in the Royal
Dublin Fusiliers and with his battalion sailed for Haider Pacha,
Turkey on December 17th, 1920. They returned to India via Port Said
and Port Suez where they took ship to Karachi and marched to
Kanpur where he remained until June 1922 when along with other
regiments in that region they marched to Sagor where the Southern
Irish regiments were officially disbanded.
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The Election of 1918
John F. Scott
Background

T

he Carlow MP, John Hammond, died suddenly on Sunday 17
December 1907. He had represented the constituency since the
bitter by-election of 1891 which took place at the height of the
Parnellitte Split. The by-election to replace him was held in January
1908 and Walter Kavanagh was returned unopposed. However, in
January 1910 Kavanagh resigned from the Irish Party as he felt he
could not support the budget of Lloyd George. The Irish Party decided to nominate Michael Molloy as its candidate at the General
Election of 1910 and he was returned unopposed as Carlow MP on
20 January.
The Home Rule movement was gathering strength and The
Nationalist and Leinster Times' on 1 November 1913 reported on an
enthusiastic meeting in Carlow in favour of Home Rule. There were
"unparalleled scenes" of excitement and speeches were given by
John Dillon, Michael Governey and Michael Molloy. Eight bands
attended and played "national airs". The Bishop, Dr Foley, sent a
message of support. Molloy spoke against the "enemies of Home
Rule". This was, no doubt, a reference to the rise of Sinn Fein. He
urged the people to support the Irish Party in their effort to secure a
national Parliament. It was also reported that this meeting was interrupted several times by what was called "militant suffragettes" who
had come down to Carlow on a train from Dublin. The people made
an attempt to attack them and they had to be taken away for their own
safety.
A group of soldiers left Carlow for a destination unknown in July
1914. The clouds of war were gathering. They were played out by
the band of the Workman's Club and accompanied by members of the
Irish Volunteers. 2 In the same issue Dr Foley is reported as issuing a
letter on the "great crisis" that was taking place. He said it was the
duty of the people as Christians and loyal citizens of "the Great
Empire" to come to the aid of the army.
The Carlow Sentinel and The Nationalist and Leinster Times carried
advertisements each week with the slogan "Your King and Country
Need You" seeking recruits for the British Army. Some of the ads
included "Four Questions for the Women oflreland". They appealed
to mothers to send their sons to fight for the king.3 After the death
of Willie Redmond, MP for Clare, his name was used to gain further
recruits. A club, The Carlow Refugee Committee, was set up to collect food for the people of Belgium. Most of the Unionists of Carlow
are on it but many Nationalists also including Michael Molloy. He,
in fact, helped to take up a collection in the town. The army in the
town obviously had trouble dealing with the extra soldiers and a
request was made to the Urban Council for use of the Town Hall for
accommodation and this was allowed at a cost of 25 shillings a day.
In April 1915 it was reported that Michael Governey chaired a meeting of the National Volunteers in Ballon. Again on 1 May 1915 a
group of soldiers, the Royal Engineers, were leaving Carlow for the
war and they were given a "send off'' by the Urban Council and
Michael Governey gave the main speech.4 In August 1915 there was
a huge recruiting meeting in Carlow and several prominent people
spoke including Fr Gorry, Adm. of the Cathderal, and Michael
Molloy. All urged the young men to join the army and fight for the
Empire. In October 1915 The Nationalist and Leinster Times began
publishing a letter from the King urging again the young men to join
the army. This letter appeared week after week. Another huge
recruiting meeting was held in November and a letter from Dr Foley

was read at it giving his blessing to those who joined in the struggle
for "small nations". In April 1916 Michael Governey presided at a
meeting where certificates were awarded to families who lost a member in the war. In his speech he looked forward to the time when the
Home Rule Act would be in operation. He praised the young men
who had responded to the call of the war. Mr Molloy MP also spoke
and he said that he would like to echo the call of John Redmond who
asked that the ranks of the Irish regiments should remained filled. He
continued by saying that Carlow and Graigue had sent their best men
to fight in the great battle.

The Rising of 1916
The Carlow Sentinel reported on 15 April 1916 that when the judge
arrived at the court during the previous week he was informed that
there had been no crimes in Carlow. He praised the people of Carlow
and appealed to them to go and fight for the Empire. He said he
hoped there were no people in Carlow who were pro-German, and
that it was his information that if some people were pro-German it
was a very small number.

On the following week the same paper reported that the Sinn Fein
movement was growing at a drastic rate and that the government may
have to take strong action at once.5 It was ironic that it should print
such a report just as the Rising was about to take place in Dublin. In
its issue of29 April 1916 it roundly condemns the Rising in Dublin.
It also reports on the arrest of Roger Casement. On May 6 it tells of
the shooting of some of the leaders.
The Urban Council6 at its first meeting after the Rising on Monday
8 May passed the following motion unanimously proposed by
Michael Governey:
"That we in common with other public bodies in Ireland desire to
express our abhorrence of the appalling crime committed in Ireland
by the terrible incident of the recent rebellion. It was treason to the
constitutional cause, to its leader, Mr John Redmond who has led us
so far and so well, to the 150,00 gallant Irishmen who are heroically
devoting their lives to save Ireland from the ravages that have desolated France, Belgium and Servia (sic) and to every hope and aspiration of true Irishmen.
That we are ready to assist the authorities, as far as in our power, to
eradiacte now and forever, the elements of disorder In Ireland, and
we wish publicy to express our appreciation of Mr John Redmond's
attitude recently in the House of Commons, and to assure him that he
has nobly voiced the feelings of every man in Ireland who loves his
country, and heart and soul they are with him in his every effort to
restore peace and tranquility to our sorely afllicted country.
We express our deepest sympathy with the people of Dublin in the
great calamity which has befallen them by the destruction of beautiful portions of their ancient and proud city in the trying ordeal
through which they have passed."

The meeting was attended by the following members: T J McGrath,
JD Maccarthy, W Purcell, J Foley, F J Williams, E Shackleton, E
Duggan, J Brennan, J Murphy, D Mullane and D Murphy.7 Mr
Foley in supporting the motion mentioned that a Local Government
official had called on the people of Carlow to rise and had also intimidated an aristocratic family in the town. Mr Governey concluded
that he wished to congratulate the people of Carlow that despite all
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the dangerous rumours going around they had not a single lawless act
in the town or in Graigue during the period of the Rising. At a
County Council meeting on Tuesday 23 May the same motion was
passed unanimously also.s The following members attended the
meeting: Walter Kavanagh (Chairman), J G Curran, P Deering, M
Governey, Edward Joyce, J A Kelly, T Kennedy, P J Maher, James
Murphy, C S McNally, S Ward, John Whelan, E P Hughes and
Patrick Hanlon.
Both local newspapers, The Carlow Sentinel and The Nationalist and
Leinster Times continued in the following weeks to condemn the
Rising.9 In the newspaper of the following week an editorial called
for a cessation of further trials and executions.IO The latter paper
seems quite scandalised when it reported that the "Countess " had
appeared on the streets of Dublin in a "man's uniform".11 It also
referred to the leaders of the Rising as a "small section of intellectual fanatics".12 The Urban Council at its second meeting after the
Rising called for clemency for those involved. At a meeting of the
Urban Council on Monday 31 July 1916 a motion calling for clemency for Roger Casement caused division. Two members left the meeting as they disagreed with the terms of the motion. They were Mr
Maccarthy and Mr Shackelton. The motion was then passed unanimously.
During the year 1917 a shift in opinion in The Nationalist and
Leinster Times is obvious. Early in the year it criticises the Irish
Parliamentary Party for what it sees as its lack of effort on the Home
Rule question. Then in its issue of 29 September 1917 on the occasion of the death of Thomas Ashe it praises the action taken by people like Ashe and says that men like Ashe have done more for the
Irish cause than a million the likes ofT P O'Connor, who was a member of the Irish Parliamentary Party. We see here the newspaper
moving from its support of democratic politics to extraparliamentary
action. In many ways, of course, this shift was a reflection of what
was happening in the general population at the time. It is the first
time that the newspaper supports Sinn Fein. At the same time there
was a meeting in Haymarket to protest at the arrest of Sinn Fein
members. Thomas Bolger was elected Chairman of the meeting on
the proposal of James Lennon of Borris. At a meeting of the Urban
Council in October 1917 the Chairman, Michael Governey spoke
about how prisoners were being treated in Mountjoy and the Urban
Council protested against the manner of their incarceration. A
motion was also passed regretting the death of Thomas Ashe. It is
clear the change that is taking place in the country when a person of
the standing and background of Michael Governey is taking up the
cause of Sinn Fein prisoners. He was a strong supporter of the Irish
Parliamentary Party and had condemned in trenchant terms the
Rising of 1916.
In December there was a parade in memory of the Manchester
Martyrs. It marched to the Workman's Club and was addressed by
Padraig MacGabhna and Harry O'Hanrahan, a brother of Michael
O'Hanrahan who was executed in 1916. At the end of the year there
was a big anti-conscription meeting held in the town. At a meeting
of the County Council in April 1918 Michael Molloy proposed a
motion opposing conscription and all present supported it with the
exception of the Chairman, Mr Walter Kavangh of Borris. In May of
the same year Mr James Lennon wrote a letter to The Nationalist and
Leinster Times criticising Mr Kavanagh. li1 June a huge meeting was
held in Haymarket with the purpose of establishing a branch of The
Irish Transport and General Workers Union. It was addressed by
William O'Brien and it passed a motion against conscription.13

The Election Campaign
With the ending of the First World War in November an election was
called. This was the election of December 1918 and it would be the
first chance for voters to exercise their franchise since the general
election of 1910 which returned Michael Molloy to Westminster. At
the end ofNovember an election address appeared in The Nationalist
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and Leinster Times 14 from Robert Donovan of Leighlinbridge. He
said that he was invited by the Nationalists of County Carlow to
allow his name to go forward for election. A letter also appeared
from Dr Foley, the local Catholic Bishop, pointing out that a candidate had been selected for the coming contest. Michael Molloy, the
sitting MP, decided not to stand and announced his decision at a
meeting of the All Ireland League (AIL). He said that he was too
old and it was time for a younger person. However, he emphasised
the importance of following the "constitutional role" in politics.
Other members at the meeting such a Mr Brennan and Mr Dunphy
said that they should not be ashamed of selecting a candidate who
expressed extreme views and who stood up for the right oflrish people to govern themselves. He suggested that Mr James Lennon of
Borris should be chosen. Mr Michael Governey at the same meeting
spoke strongly in favour of the "men of 1916" and said he would not
listen to any man speak ill of them as he knew some of them personally. This was quite a departure from the views he expressed immediately after the Rising. He was not alone, of course, in this as many
who deplored the Rising when it occurred, later with the change in
political thinking, became strong Sinn Feiners. The proposal of Mr
Dunphy and Mr Brennan to have James Lennon nominated was
rejected at the meeting and they then withdrew. Mr Governey was
proposed and seconded for the nomination but he refused to accept
it. Mr Robert Donovan of Leighlinbridge was then proposed and
seconded and was nominated to stand for the seat. Mr Donovan was
professor of English at UCD.15 Mr Governey expressed admiration
for the youth and vigour of Sinn Fein and he said that he wished that
the supporters of the Irish Parliamentary Party would show as much
enthusiasm.
During the last week of November there was a meeting of Sinn Fein
in Carlow town and Mr Bolger ofDownings, Tullow was chairman.
It was addressed by Kevin O'Higgins of Stradbally who was the candidate in Queen's County and he advocated the nomination of James
Lennon . O'Higgins and Lennon had .been in priso~ together. On
Wednesday 26 November rival meetings of Sinn Fein, supporting
James Lennon, and the Parliamentary Party, supporting Robert
Donovan, were held in Shamrock Square. The wagonettes for the
speakers were only twenty yards apart. The Parliamentary Party
platform was occupied by Michael Goveney, Fr Gorry, Michael
Molloy, Mr Foley, Mr Kehoe from the Co Council, Mr Donovan, the
candidate, and Mr P J Meehan from Maryborough. When the meeting was about halfway through the Sinn Fein wagonette moved further up Tullow Street and the majority of the audience followed it.
The movement of the majority of the people with the Sinn Fein meeting was a visual indication of the rise of that party and the decline of
the Irish Parliamentary Party. A further meeting of Sinn Fein was
held in the first week of December and a huge gathering attended it
at Haymarket. Later again another meeting was held in Shamrock
Square. Sinn Feiners from all over the country attended. The Irish
Parliamentary Party saw the writing on the wall and decided to withdraw the nomination of Robert Donovan. As a consequence, on
Wednesday 14 December, James Lennon, who was in jail at the time,
was declared elected MP for Carlow.16 Women over the age of thirty were allowed to vote in this election but were denied the chance
because it was uncontested in Carlow.
The election was a great victory for Sinn Fein. It contested every
constituency and was successful in seventy-three of them. There was
no opposition in twenty-six of these. The Unionists returned twenty-six members and the old Irish Parliamentary Party were reduced
to six. It was the end of the party of John Redmond. Events had bypassed it and it was replaced by a young, vigorous, radical and
extreme organisation. Its candidates were, like Robert Donovan in
Carlow, derided as "castle hacks". "Sinn Fein could now claim, with
justice, to represent majority opinion in Ireland." 17

James Lennon MP
He was born in Ballyrughan, Borris in 1880. He attended Newton
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School and later Knockbeg College. Both his parents were teachers.
He helped to form a Sinn Fein club in Clashganny in 1917. In 1919
he married Bridie Kelly, a member of the Clashganny Cumann na
mBan. Arthur Griffith attended the reception in the Gresham Hotel.
He was very involved in the War oflndependence in the Borris area
and was much sought after by the British. He opposed the Treaty.
He was defeated in the General Election of 1922. Later he was sentenced to five years in jail for his part in the robbery of a bank at
Bagenalstown. He did not participate in the election of 1927 but he
feared that Fianna Fail were deserting Republican principles.
However, even up to 1932 he gave a sort of support to FF though he
did not join the party. He considered FF "the best of a bad lot "18 In
1938 he set up the County Carlow Monetary and National Dividend
Association with Michael Doorley ofNurney and Martin Bolton of
Killeshin. He expressed his admiration for Hitler in 1936 and agreed
with him that the Jews were responsible for a lot of poverty in the
world.
He later joined the Irish Monetary Reform Association and he was
elected to the County Council in 1942 as one of its candidates. After
a number of years the Monetary Reform movement began to disintegrate and by 1955 was a dead letter. In that year Lennon stood for
the County Council as a Sinn Fein candidate. He polled 251 votes
and was defeated. He died on 13 August 1958.

References:
I The Nationalist and Leinster Times 1 November 1913.
2 The Carlow Sentinel 2 August 1914
3 The Nationalist and Leinster Times of 17 April 1915 reported that the
Carlow Graigue football team was defeated mainly because many of their
players bad joined "the colours".
4 The Nationalist and Leinster Times 8 May 1915 also reported a poignant
piece on a Mrs Thomas O'Brien of the Green Lane who received a letter for
the army authorities telling her that her son "Number 3713, Private Thomas
O'Brien was killed in action."

The Carlow Sentinel 22 April 1916.
6 The Carlow Sentinel 13 May 1916.
7 Patrick Lawlor of Tullow Street seems not to have attended the meeting.
He may have been ill at this time as he died in August in hospital in Kilkenny.
He was a native of Kilkenny. His obituary is in The Nationalist and Leinster
Times of26 August 1916. He was 72 when he died.
8 It was mentioned at this meeting that a Nurse Kehoe a relation of Mr J
Kehoe, Secretary of the Council, was shot in Dublin during the Rising as she
went about her work in a hospital. The military said it was an accident.

9 The Carlow Sentinel of 6 May 1916 as well as condemning the Rising
gives an account of the trial of Michael O'Hanrahan. His death sentence was
commuted to ten years penal servitude.
10
The Carlow Sentinel of 13 May 1916 also reports that the
Tinryland/Bennekerry branch of the United Irish League condemned the
Rising.
11 The Nationalist and Leinster Times, 6 May 1916.
12 A Mr James O'Connor of Montgomery Street who employed a number of
people at Clogrenan Limeworks was wounded as he drove down a street in
Dublin during the week of the Rising.
13 An amusing episode took place at the AGM of Carlow Co Council in June
1918. Apparently the Council had been buying material for dipping sheep.
The stuff was knows as "Cooper's Dip" and the C-0uncil did not want it to be
know that it was buying it as Sir Richard Cooper of the firm who made the
dip was a strong supporter of conscription.
14 The Nationalist and Leinster Times 30 November 1918.
15 He was later editor of The Irish Catholic and served on the Censorship of
Publications Board from 1932-1934. He was also Chairman of the Committee
of Inquiry set up by the Minister for Justice in 1926 to enquire into and report
on the prohibition of certain publications.
16 When Lennon arrived back in Borris, having been released from prison,
in September 1919, there was a big welcome in Borris. See The Nationalist
and Leinster Times of21 September 1919.
l 7 Beckett, p.445
18 James Lennon (1880-1958), A Short Biography, by Patrick O'Gorman,
undated. Available in Carlow County Library.

Lt. Col. Jim Breen,
former
Army Press Officer,
served in the
Defence Forces
1939-1974

Lt. Col Jim Breen was a former press
spokesman and publicity officer in the Dept.
of Finance. During his term as senior press
officer at Army Hqrs he becamne well
known and popular with journalists throughout the country. He also served a term as
Personal Staff Officerto the then adjutant
general Maj. General James Flynn, a
Portlaoise man.
Because of his wide experiencein press relations he was secunded as press officer to the
newly established western development
committee, in 1969. Hen also had servicewith the first Irish speaking battalion in
Renmore, Galway.
Jim Breen lived at Strawhall, Athy Road,
Carlow. He was educated at the Christian
Brothers Schools, primary and secondary,
Carlow.
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"In Bowdenstown churchyard there is a green grave,
And wildly around it let winter winds rave."
Far better they suit him-the ruin and the gloomTill Ireland, a nation, can build him a tomb."

Wolfe Tone - Barrister and
Revolutionary
Dr. Michael Farry, Barrister
Lecturer in Law, Institute of Technology Carlow

The name of Tone conjures up emotion as few names in the lexicon
of Irish patriots can do. Prophet of Irish independence,
founder of Irish republicanism, exponent of
physical force, yet he was a democrat,
and some would claim a leader
of Irish ecumenism.

Reproduced by kind permission
of An Post ©1998

measure of the regard for the 1798
rebellion which he helped to instigate
is that the Orange Order asked the Irish
Government to allow it to participate in the
commerations. While many of the leaders of
the United Irishmen were non Catholic, most
Protestants were oppposed to the movement
and were clearly identified as being so. A
feature of the rebellion was the inability of
the Protestant leadership to prevent fierce
sectarian attacks.

A

Family
and antecedents
Theobald Wolfe Tone was a Dubliner born in
St. Bride's Street, near Dublin Castle, on the
20th June, 1763. His father a coachmaker,
also had premises at Summerhill and a farm
between Clane and Naas, County Kildare.
He "had three brothers and one sister Mary.

William his eldest brother ran away from
home, and enlisted as a soldier for the East
India Company. He was to die later, fighting
against the English in India. His younger
brother Art went to the East Indies and disappeared. His sister Mary died of fever in
San Domingo.
His brother Matthew joined the Humbert
expedition as a French officer, was captured
at Ballinamuck on September 8th brought to
Dublin, and hanged. In all three members of
the family died fighting England.

The scholar
Although an indifferent scholar he qualified
to enter Trinity College in February 1781,
but did not do so because of a dispute
between himself and his father. Tone wanted
a military career, his father wished him to
study law. In the event in 1782 he became a

law student at TCD and that same year acted
as second to a youth named Foster who shot,
and killed his opponent Anderson. Foster
was prosecuted and acquitted but Tone was
not prosecuted.
Jonah Barrington described Tone as a gentleman whos'e mind:
"was eternally surounded by the mist of
visionary speculation: it was a fine sailer, but
wanted ballast. He distinguished himself
somewhat in the University as a desultry
declaimer but in my judgment that was the
full extent of his powers."

Jonah Barrington
The truth and accuracy of Barrington 's
assessment in his Personal Sketches and
Recollections contrast strangely with the
facts and smack of begrudgery, but
Barrington as a political animal being noth-
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ing if not circumspect, had nothing good to
say about Tone.
An illustration ofBarrington's character may
be gleaned from his recollection ofl how he
dined at Lady Colclough's in Wexford town
in April, 1798, with barristers, John
Beauman and Bagenal Harvey in the company and of how he begged for moderation in
their expression of the state of the county
because of his public situation. Bagenal
Harvey was his school-fellow and "constant
circuit companion for many Years"2.
Barrington comments:
"The tone of the conversation was soon lowered, but not before I had made up my mind
as to the probable fate of several in the company. "3
The following day he actually made up a list
of those at the dinner likely to be victims.
According to Geoghegan 4 "On his return to
Dublin he informed Edward Cooke, the
Under Secretary at Dublin Castle who coordinated intelligence activity, that Wexford
was planning a revolution" and he also
undoubtedly revealed the traitorous conversation of his brother barristers. The next time
he visited Wexford, he was greeted by the
head of Harvey on a pike outside the prison.
Later Barrington was "forced to flee Ireland
after charges of embezzlement were brought
against him. "5

Tone
and TCD
Tone won a medal in his first year of study
and in 1786 was awarded a scholarship and
three premiums. He was also a competent
orator, becoming a member of the Hist, the
College Historical Society of TCD in
November 1783 and Auditor in November
1785. He won three Hist medals-and took a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in February, 1786.
In November of that year the society "to perpetuate those proofs of our discernment"
replaced the three medals which had been
stolen from Tone.6 Robert Emmet and
Thomas Moore were also members of the
Hist. While at Trinity Tone met his future
wife (aged 15) through her brother a fellow
student and in July 1785 they eloped to
Maynooth and married. His marriage rendered him ineligible for a fellowship.

Amours
Prior to his marriage he had what he
described as "one or two fugitive passions
and a love affair with Eliza Martin, wife of
Richard Martin (Humanity Dick) M.P. for
Galway whom he visited on three occasions
for four or five months each, while her husband was attending Parliament in London.
He described this affair as an "intercourse of
sentiment" which pained and delighted him
almost beyond bearing but never overstepped the bounds of virtue such was the
purity of the affection he bore her. Tone's son

William T.W. was later to excise the account
of his father's early amours from his 1826
memotrs.

Barrister
In January, 1787 he enrolled at the Middle
Temple, London as a law student. He kept all
but one term (eight terms were required)
which was remitted on payment of the commons fee. He took a degree of Bachelor of
Laws in February 1789, was admitted to the
King's Inns in Dublin, called to the Irish bar
in the summer of that year and joined the
Lcinster circuit to practice as a Barrister.

"Reflections on the Revolution in France"
was published. The following year saw the
publication of part one of Thomas Paine's
"The Rights of Man" and the formation of an
association in Belfast "to unite all Irishmen".
Tone was asked by Thomas Russell to
address the Belfast Volunteers and his pamphlet "An Argument on behalf of the
Catholics oflreland" published anonymously, was welcomed widely.

He would have been on circuit in Carlow on
the 7th August, 1789. At the bar he made
firm friends and bitter enemies. Barrington
writing in 1827 refers to Tone as being over
rated but took him on circuit in his carriage
three times "and then thought well of him".
He then remarks that Tone was incapable of
imbibing the science of law, that his person
was unfavourable, his countenance thin and
sallow and his speech harsh and gutteral and
that Tone would not have succeeded in any
steady civil profession. Readers must judge
which category of Tone's acquaintences
Barrington would fall into.
Then, as now, there were many briefless barristers, and it took many years before one
could earn a living at the bar. According to
Elliott7, the Irish bench and courts were
packed with placemen and the need for
social and political connections in order to
succeed was painfully apparent. Tone was
related by marriage to (Fitzgibbon) Lord
Clare, Master of the Rolls, but Clare was no
friend to Tone who received no preferment at
the bar.
Tone needed a regular income and his
father's bankruptcy following a legal dispute
with his brother Jonathan over the Kildare
lands meant that there would be no possible
help from that quarter. Tone began writing
political commentaries. He continued to
practice at the bar up to his exile in 1795 and
remained part of the close legal community.

Politics
The publication of his outspoken pamphlet
"A Review of the Last Session of
Parliament" brought him to public attention
and he was invited to join the Whigs but he
declined.

Events.
In an era of demands for parliamentary
reform and Catholic emancipation, Tone
came to the conclusion that Ireland should be
an independent nation and that the English
domination must be severed. Public opinion
in Ireland was influenced by the French revolution of 1789 and by events in America. In
1790 Tone had disagreed publicly with
Henry Grattan over Irish support for war
against Spain, and Edmund Burke's

Tone was not a founder of the United
Irishmen, only joining the organisation in
Belfast on the eve of his departure for
America in June 1795. Although a Protestant
he was offered the post of Secretary to the
Catholic Sub-Committee and drew up the
petition for the repeal of the Penal Laws.
Having to some extent defused the agitation
for Catholic relief the British Government
now found that the United Irishmen concentrated on the unification of all sects and parties, and the achievement of liberty by separ
ation from England
Tone drifted away from the United Irish
Society but in 1794 Hamilton Rowan (also a
Barrister) was arrested, tried in the month of
January and sentenced to two years imprisonment, the prosecution successfully making
the case that the United Irish Society and the
French were in league. Rowan had shown
Tone a written evaluation of the opposition
of the English people to a French invasion
and prevailed on him to outline the different
reception such a move would find in Ireland.
Tone was reckless enough to comply with
this request and the document he produced
was copied and allegedly changed to include
an invitation that the French should invade
Ireland.
Later Oliver Bond was arrested and imprisoned. William Jackson the French agent was
also arrested (letters from Tone and Rowan
found among his possessions) charged with
treason and hanged in April 1795.
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Lord Kilwarden
Powerful legal friends secured a compromise that in return for a statement of his own
involvement (in effect a confession of treason) Tone should be allowed to leave Ireland
rather than be arrested and he left Dublin on
25 May, 1795 for Belfast enroute to America
having agreed with Russell and Emmet to
seek French assistance for Irish independence.
Tone's own version in his statement of the
compromise8 is that recognising that his situation was critical he "went to a gentleman high
in confidence with the then administration"
and told him everything and that "the gentleman assured me that I should not be attacked
as a principal, nor summoned as a witness." It
is more than likely that this gentleman was
Lord Kilwarden, the then Attorney General
who was in a good position to assure him that
he would not be prosecuted.
William T. W. Tone put it "At length, by the
most pressing instances with the government, his aristocratic friends succeeded in
concluding an agreement by which on his
engaging to leave Ireland" ... no pursuits
were to be made against him"9 .... the efforts
of his friends and the generous interference
of Lord Kilwarden then Attorney General,
effected the compromise above mentioned.JO
His sojurn in America was short and in
February 1796, Tone (Mr. Smith) arrived in
France and was soon involved in planning a
French expedition at the War Ministry in
Paris. On 16 July he was commissioned as a
Chef de Brigade in the French army. The
expedition was to board at Brest
A type of commando operation involving a
party of men to sack Bristol and the infiltration of2,000 French soldiers to commit acts
of sabotage in England was to co-incide with
the expedition. On December 15 in the middle of winter, some four months after the
preparations began in Brest the expedition of
43 ships and 15,000 men left port. The ships
became seperated, they encountered storms
and dense fog, and the remnants returned to
Brest on January 1, I 797.

The Rising
On May 24, 1798, the rebellion began with
an attack on crown forces at Prosperous Co.
Kildare. Clane, Monasterevin, Tallagh,
Slane and Baltinglass were also scenes of
conflict and on May 25th., 600 rebels were
killed at Carlow. The National Directory of
the United Irishmen called publicly for
suport and loyalist prisioners were massacred at Scullaboguc Co. Wexford. Camden
was replaced by Cornwallis as Lord
Lieutenant and Cornwallis also took command of the army. On August 22nd the
French General Humbert landed at Killala
but was defeated at Ballinamuck Co.
Longford. On September 10 more French
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ships with Tone on board one of these as a
French Officer, arrived at Killala.

Arrest
and Court Martial
Tone and all on board the Roche were captured when the ship surrendered to the British
naval force outside Lough Swilly on 10
October 1798. The prisoners from the Roche
were brought to Lough Swilly and then into
Letterkenny. Tone, undistinguished in the
company of other French officers, either
declared his identity, or was recognised and
arrested on the basis that he had never
renounced his Oath of allegiance on going to
France, and was still a British subject. In the
circumstances he was also considered by the
British a traitor. Instead of being treated as a
French officer and prisoner of war he was
treated as a criminal, placed in irons and eventually brought under escort to the Provost's
Prison in the Royal Barracks, Dublin.
Tone was court-martialled in the Barracks
now the new National Museum overlooking
the quays at Heuston Station. He pleaded
guilty to bearing arms, but rather feebly contested that he had committed treason despite
the admissions in the previous confession
that had bought his exile. In his statement to
the court admitting the charges he referred to
his attempts to abolish religious persecution
and to unite Catholics and Dissenters, he
acknowledged the failure of his attempt to
obtain the independence of his country from
England and that his life was forfeited.
Elliott states that he did not accept the implication of treason.12 He was found guilty,
sentenced to death on the 10 November and
ordered to be hanged 2 days later.
It seems that while he accepted death as the

inevitable consequence of his actions, he
was concerned as to the manner of his death.
His request to be shot by firing squad was
rejected. Elliott states 13 that he refused to see
either friends or family lest emotion weaken
his resolve "that my death will not disgrace
my life".
It appears that he was visited by his brother

Edward (suspected of providing him with a
razor). and Tone was found the following
morning with his throath cut.

French took hostage. In an attempt to stave
off the execution and to seek commutation or
the intervention of Napoleon for a similar
concession for Tone, John Philpot Curran,
Barrister and friend of Tone applied to the
Common Pleas for an order of Habeas
Corpus. The order was granted immediately
by the sitting judge Chief Justice Lord
Kilwarden (who had interfered on Tone's
behalf two years previously having his confession accepted in return for exile in 1794)
who ordered that the writ be served promptly the court awaiting the pursuivant's return.
As might be expected for Kilwarden was
none other than Arthur Wolfe, close neighbour of the Tone family in Kildare from
whom Tone had received part of his name.
Local gossip had placed a closer relationship
between the two men. If this be so,
Kilwarden was in a horrendous position.
Barrington a fellow barrister - and intimate
acquaintance of Arthur Wolfel4 would
undoubtedly have been aware of the connection but his memoirs carefully avoid any
mention of the judge involved. But then in
his Recollections, he described Kilwarden as
"in grain one of the best men I ever knew."

Inevitable outcome
According to Barrington the basis of the
application was that the jurisdiction of
martial law did not extend to Tone as it
only operated on land and he had been
arrested at sea. Tone was not a British
officer or soldier subject to military law
Curran on the other hand considered that
the sentence was unlawful because technically Tone should have been tried in the
civil courts which were still sitting
because he was not subject to British military law.
Barrington considered that if the application were successful, Tone would then be
tried before the court of Admiralty by him
as Admiralty Judge. He was clearly
appalled by the prospect considering that
Tone had no defence having pleaded
guilty before the court martial and having
regard to the fact that as brother barristers
they had travelled on circuit together.

Brother Barristers

There was another reason. Barrington
knew that there was no prospect of commuting capital punishment in Tone's case.
According to Barrington "Had Tone the
least chance of escape (the death penalty)
in any court, or upon any trial, it might
have been otherwise; but he could not be
defended. While his friends thought that
they might prolong his fate Barrington
knew better. He knew that Tone's "execution was determined on - it was unavoidable.1115 It appears that word had been
passed that Tone must die as an example."

The custom in relation to officers was that
French officers, taken prisoner were
exchanged for English Officers whom the

The Lord Lieutenant (Cornwallis) statedl6
(before the court martial) that it was the

The struggle
From the time of his recognition a struggle
between the legal system and the civil/military authorities had begun over Tone. The
authorities were galled at the prospect of
Tone (whose friends had saved him before)
escaping once again from their clutches. His
legal friends were hopeful that he could be
saved from execution.

Page 85

Carloviana - December, 1998
intention to execute Tone "in a most public manner by hanging as a striking example."

Taylor's Hall,
venue for the
Back Lane Parliament
The list of delegates who attended the
Catholic Convention in Taylor's Hall, representing the counties and chief towns of
Ireland, December, 1792, shows Carlow
county represented by Walter Fitzgerald,
Ballyraggin, Castledermot; William Finn,
Carlow and Edward Butler, Fishamble
Street, Dublin.
Carlow town was represented by Thomas
Warren, Ash Street, Dublin. He was also a
member of the sub committee.

The Courts
The worst fears of the Military authorities
were realised when the writ of Habeas
Corpus was granted and in order to forestall
Tone's execution before the writ was prepared, Kilwarden had directed that the military be informed and produce Tone in court.
The military refused to obey the order and
Lord Kil warden LCJ ordered the arrest of
two British officers, General Craig, commander in Dublin and Major Sandys,
'Provost Marshal for disobeying the order.
He also directed that the order be served
on General Craig. Both Craig and Sandys
submitted and the pursuivant was directed
to bring Tone to court. The disobedience
of the court order and of habeas corpus
appears to have gone unpunished. It
seems clear that Tone was already wounded before the writ could be served because
Pakenham I 7 states that Craig concealed
Tone's condition.

The word of the arrests and the direction to
produce Tone in court must have been a
further blow to the military. The judge
waited for the pursuivant to return with
Tone but he informed the court that Tone
feeling certain of execution and in ignorance of the court motion had cut his
throat. An army surgeon Lieutenant
Lentaigne confirmed this but stated that
recovery was possible, the incision was
long and deep but had missed the artery.
The court declined to grant visitation rights.
Tone was allegedly treated by Lentaignel 8
and died in a cell at the Provosts Prison, near
St. Brican's Hospital on November 19th, having lingered for seven days. He was buried in
the family grave at Bodenstown.
The controversy over the manner of his
death and whether in fact it was a suicide has
persisted in nationalist circles ever since.
Elliott concludes that suicide is indisputable.
His son William believed that his father's
death was voluntary and in his memoir written in 1826 comments "That his end was voluntary, this determination, previous to his
leaving France, which was known to us, and
the tenor of his last letters, incline me to
believe," but then went on to raise a number
of suspicions. He questioned why no one
was allowed access to Tone and why no
coroner's inquest was held. However, Tone's
own letters reveal his decision to refuse visits from family and friendsl 9 and contrary to
his son's belief, a coroner's inquest was carried out on the morning of his death and
returned a verdict that Tone had died by
inflammation of the lungs.

Thomas Russell,
The man from God knows where.
that recovery of Tone was possible? If so,
why did the wound become infected and
why did Tone die? According to (Cornwallis
JP 1189 National Library of Ireland) "The
Proceedings of the Military Court" and its
sequel the wound "was dressed, but only
with a view to prolong life 'ti! the fatal hour
of one o'clock." O'Donnell in his article
"Wolfe
Tone's Death;
Suicide or
Assination?" IJMS Jan-Mar. 1997. comments "This was bizarre. and now looks as if
it was pre arranged. What surgeon would
agree to that restriction unless coerced?"
To the present writer Tone's death seems to
have been a mirror of that bf Lord Edward
Fitzgerald. Fitzgeral's wound in the shoulder
was not in itself fatal, but'it was decided not
to remove the bullet and to permit the wound
to become infected. He was allowed to die to
avoid the embarassment and uncertainty of a
trial. It appears that this same strategy was
adopted in Tone's case.

Surgeon
It has been suggested that the wound may
have been a bullet wound rather than a knife
one. The surgeon who attended on Tone was
Lieutenant Benjamin Lentaigne, a French
Catholic Royalist who had escaped to
England and had little time for rebels after
his experience in France. Some 14 years
later, he allegedly wrote in Latin "Testamen
de Causis Morborum" under the name
"Medicus Dubliensis' "A copy with
Benjamin Lentaigne" in pencil after
"Medicus Dubliensis" was presented to the
RDS by his son and discovered in the
National Library in 1973. This verse refers
to a neck wound but not of course to Tone. It
states

"Glottidis et reman transit
caveam que laryngis pervolat
extensco que timet pulmone recepto."
It (the wound) or (the bullet) ? which
passed
the cavity which is near the larnyx being
received it is feared in the lung
What credence can be given to the alleged
words of Lentaigne who had told the court
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Maj-Gen. James Lillis,
Born Tullow, Co. Carlow
Service Corps -Supply and Transport

Senior appointments held:

By Martin J. Lynch

I

n Ireland's long history, heroic times
never lacked like-minded men and
women to answer the call. In the case-file of
such remarkable men under 'L' one will readily find the name of Jim Lillis, patriot, volunteer and late Major General of the Anny.
Coming from a very Nationalist family on
both sides gave some indication of the revolutionary, organiser and artificer of a fledgling Nation who was born in the year 1897.
On the baby's mother side there were links to
James Roche (1772-1863), father of William
Roche, an insurgent at Vinegar Hill. The
birth took place at 41 Dublin Street, Tullow.
His mother, Elizabeth Roche, daughter of a
well-known family had met his father,
Thomas Lillis, a Clareman, when he had
taken up the post of teacher to the Carlow
workhouse (where the Vocational School
now stands). Thomas went on to found the
Carlow Branch of the Gaelic League, with
the help of the 1916 patriot, Michael
O'Hanrahan.
His comfortable stimulating environment
must have changed dramatically when his
father died prematurely in 1909. Two years
later Jim and his brother (who was ultimately to survive him) Thomas were sent to his
father's native place, Cooraclare, Co. Clare
to be reared by an aunt. He is fondly remembered there today. A sister Anna had meanwhile died; further trying his young mother
in those improvised pensionless times.
Jim returned to Carlow's CBS and progressed onward to the De Ia Salle Teacher
Training College, in Waterford, where he
was distinguished by being a prize-winner
in, not surprisingly maths! Jim's first and
only job as a teacher was in Brownstown NS
where his excursions into academia ended
for good after a mere three years. Active service beckoned - Jim had been among the first
to enlist when the Volunteers were formed in
Dublin's Rotunda Concert Rooms (later the
Ambassador Cinema) in 1913 in reaction to
Carson's Oath of Blood.

Commanding Officer Military College 1950-51
GOC. Curragh Command 1951-52
Assistant Chief-of-Staff 1952-55
Quartermaster General 1955-58
By 1920 the Tans and Auxiliaries were on
the rampage. Lillis joined 'C' Company, 6-'
Carlow Battalion with Pie Rank of
Volunteer; within weeks he was promoted to
Adjutant under Liam Stack (Sept.IOct.
1920). He sewed a mere two months in this
position, forerunner of his future life, before
he was forced to take over as temporaryOfficer Commanding between October and
December, 1920.
Jim Lillis was obviously one of Collin's
trusted 'outer' circle of rural (the inner circle
were the 'Twelve Apostles' of Dublin) disciples. As such, around the time of the relentless raids on the British G-men, which culminated in the Croke Park Bloody Sunday
atrocity, the Big Fellow gave him a personal
job. He was ordered to execute a G-man who
had been uncovered living with his wife in
Athy. Lillis with his squad broke into the
agent's house but the heart-rendering pleas
of the man's spouse altered the adamant
resolve of the 23 year old IRA Officer and
Lillis gave the British operative till night fall
to be on the mailboat. Holyhead saw an
unexpected visitor the next dawn!
A factor of those stirring times often forgotten about was the fear, danger and discomfort to the local uninvolved populace. This is
vividly portrayed in Isabel Lacky-Watson's
Diary of an Irish Country Gentlewoman
(quoted in Carlow Gentry). Briefly, a gang
ransacked the newly-delivered mother's
house and made off with their booty. Lillis
was very likely 'the IRA captain' (there were
only two in the Carlow Brigade area) who
under this captain's own oath of protection
for the family, arranged a 'parade' of the perpetrators. The stolen items were returned
one-by-one!. All the captain asked was a
notice in the paper to the effect the IRA had
righted the wrong! It was to deter other such
malefactors attempting a repeat.
Tipped-off in April 1921, Lillis left Duckett's
Grove IRA HQ and went on the run, hiding
in his old haunt, the workhouse. It was here,
that he and Dr. Paddy Dundon (grandfather

of broadcaster, Olivia O'Leary) were
betrayed and he was interned in the Rath
Camp, the Curragh. along with 1,200 others.
Under the cover of a strike among the
internees, he guard-tower sentry, fearing a
false alarm, failed to fire, the escapees vanished in the mist. The Headmaster of his old
school, Brownstown, sheltered him.
He was to act as Brigade Adj., at Carlow
from October 1921 till he marched in to take
over command of the ]3ritish barracks on
February. 9% 1922. He had previously
selected men from the various Carlow battalions to form the 'Old Twenty' for this express
purpose. Despite six weeks drilling and
preparation it was a very motley crew who
eventually marched in to the cheers of the
small crowd. 'Up the Volunteers, three cheers
for the Volunteers'. Dressed in civilian cloths
with a few Sam Brownes thrown in, the 'Old
Twenty's' arms matched the ensembles!
There were Short and Long Lee Enfields,
'Peter the Painter' Mausers and Danny
Dobbyn sported a pre-Boer war le Henry!
The 'Twenty' were made up of such men as
'Skinner Foley', Tom Nolan (Ballitore).
Larry Byrne, Peter Gorman (Castledermot)
and Michael Grogan of Carlow (later to also
achieve high Army rank). The popular 'character' Parky Fitzpatrick was the other officer.
The Union flag was hauled down, arms were
presented and the British marched out, headed by Major Dorman-Smith (subject of my.
previous article) who had his own rendezvous with destiny and literature.
Like many of that heroic generation, Jim was
to find time to court and win a bride,
Gabrielle, somewhere between being on the
run and planning mayhem against the
Crown! Gabrielle was to loyally support him
till her death 43 years later in 1965. An
infant daughter, Una, died, but the young
couple produced their first son, Seamus by
1923. Seamus was to rise from the rank of
private to that of Captain. Daughters
Maureen, Mona, Gay, Von , and Rita
(O'Quigley ofKilmeany) soon followed.
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Seeing the democratic will of the people
made manifest in the divisive but decisive
vote of the Dail, Lillis took the pro-Treaty
side. On this principle, he and others were to
metamorphose their revolutionary irregular
anny into a loyal martial arm of the
Legislature. No mean feat, when across the
world fascism and communism were the
inevitable outcome of such struggles in the
troubled Twenties.
Jim met his mentor, Michael Collins, around
this time. He thought the Big Fellow a 'determined man with outstanding leadership
qualities, a straight man'.
He was to sit on the court-martial boards of
many of his former brethren-in-arms as the
Free State sought to gain the upper hand.
The most noteworthy of these was that of
Erskine Childers, the ex-British Navy aviator and journalist ('Riddle of the Sand's),
who was also father of the future President.
He was to say little, not surprisingly, of these
happenings in later life.
His intelligence gathering experience was
put to immediate good use by the
Government when he successfully (as a
countryman, probably unknown to Dublin
republicans!) infiltrated a meeting of the
Anti-Treaty side in Moran's Hotel, in
Dublin's Talbot Street on 29- March 1922
headed by the future Franco-supporter and
then Chief of Staff of the IRA, Boin O'Duffy.
At this a 'dictatorship' was in effect declared,
whereby all officers were freed of their obedience to the lawful Free State Government
and were to answer directly to O'Duffy. All
undertakings to other Governments were
also abrogated. This was how close our
country came to fascism and anarchy but for
the tenacity and loyalty to the people of such
servants as Lillis. The following day a
detailed report, including the names, of the
proceedings appeared in 'The Freeman's
Journal' to the obvious chagrin of certain
parties. Jim's most 'public' contribution to
the Civil War was the probable result when,
that very night, the unfortunate and famous
newspaper was torched to the ground!
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sor at Carlow Barracks, the British Officer,
Dorman-Smith. He had a clash with the
future Montgomery of Alemein! Lillis was
in charge of a convoy. On of his trucks collided with the infantry while he was overseeing proceedings from a motorcycle sidecar.
Monty approached in a fury and despite
being an Antrim man himself refused to
recognise Lillis' Irish commission. Jim's unit
officer received the official complaint but
instantly tore it up; stating Monty was 'a
source of trouble'. This was something that
was never to desert the egocentric pompous
Monty in subsequent clashes with DormanSmith, Eisenhower and Patton.
Returning to Ireland Jim laid the foundations
of the Supply and Transport corps as it transformed itself from British-inherited hardware and horsepower to a modern motorised
force. He was made its first Director in 1935.
After the outbreak of the Second World War
he procured new vehicles and a logistic back
up for the rapid expansion of the
'Emergency' Defence Forces. He was to act
as Director until his appointment as OC, the
Curragh Military College in 1950.
In his remaining eight years of active service
he was to be OC, the Curragh and Asst.
Chief of Staff of the Defence Forces while
also being Quarter-Master General.
He was somewhat prematurely, by his reckoning, retired at the age of 61 in 1958. His
only health problem, apart from an old
wound, was a slight touch of sciatica! In all
he had served his country on 'active service'
for 41 of his years (i.e. since 1917) as his
Active Service Medal (1917-1921) with bar
attested.

ifhe had been a young man of those pre-liberation days! Scones and homebaked cakes
were the order of the day for visitors to his
comfortable Blackrock home.
He was the founding President of the Supply
and Transport Corps Officers Club wherein
he served for IO years until succeeded by his
Deputy, one Liam Cosgrave, T.D. ! An indication of the small intimate community that
Ireland was during those early years of
retirement, was a letter of his adventures on
his first visit to America to visit his daughter.
In it he expresses surprise he doesn't knew
the stewardesses! He, in the same letter,
showed himself in no little way an excellent
judge of character and men. He was 'honoured' by being brought to meet the
(in)famous Mayor, 'Boss' Daly (he of the
Chicago Democratic Convention batoncharge) and was not impressed by what he
calls the 'great man'. He took a keen interest
in the setting up of the Carlow Museum and
contributed personal items to it.
He was to, surprisingly, survive his wife by a
quarter of a century and when he succumbed
to take his well'-earned rest at Blackrock
Clinic on Stephen's Day, 1988 he had lived
alone in a most active and satisfying retirement for 30 years. He had been able to enjoy
an extended family of children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He had seen
his own son, Seamus, like him, rise from the
ranks to retire early as Captain. His son-inlaw, Aidan Lenihan, succeed to his old post
of Director of Supply and Transport. He was
one of four Carlow men to reach the rank of
Major General in the modem army, but none
had his astonishing record of fully active service to his country.

On his retirement his pace never slackened.
Unfortunately, in 1965 his loyal and never
flagging wife was to go to her reward.
He became, remarkably 'house-trained' even

Lillis' solid pro-Government stance was
emphasized during the second Curragh
Mutiny, which occurred n 1924. Something
like 50,000 men were being mustered out of
the Army perforce of straiteneci economic
circumstances and for obvious strategic reasons. The desperation of men who had
fought for Ireland and were being turned out
with no prospects must have been heart
wrenching but with the help of steady cool
heads such as his a peaceful ending was
achieved.
He was sent on a Staff course to Aldershot in
1930 and it was here he was to experience
the second thing he was to hold in common
with his picturesque and colourful predeces-

In 1923 soldiers of the newly-established Free State Army marched across Burrin Bridge to
take possession of the Old Union Workhouse on the Kilkenny Road, Carlow.
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Rock Art

The testimony of
620/37/27

Daniel McCarthy

T

he follo~ing is part of the Rebellion
Papers m the National Archives
Bishop St, Dublin 2
'
City &
County of Londonderry ) To one of his
majesty's Justices of the peace for said
County.
ToWSA
The information of Daniel McCarthy in the
28th foot Tipperary Regiment of Militia,
who being duly sworn on the Holy
Evangelists, and examined, deposeth, and
saith, that James Healy, Cotton Weaver in
John Macciver's manufacturer's employment in Bridewell Lane in the town of
Carlow, did swear him, the deponent to the
true Catholick Religion, and to assist the
French should they land in this kingdom,
and that William Hickey Victualler in
Bridewell Lane aforesaid, did read the Oath
at same time. He also deposith, and saith that
the above mentioned John Macciver
was using every exertion to be made a
Captain in the United Irishmen, but cannot
say, whether he has been appointed, and that
the said John MacCiver is a private in
the Carlow Yeoman Cavalry. He likewise
deposith, and saith that he this deponent
went two Sundays to the Red-Lyon-Tavern
in Castle Street in the Town of Carlow
and that he the deponent met there with
James Lacey Victualler of Bridewell Lane
aforesaid, and twelve men with him, and that
he the deponent gave them one
shilling entrance, and sixpence monthly
money, and deponent says, that the said
James Lacey is a sergeant in the united
Irishmen. He further deposeth, and saith, that
the said James Lacey, and William Mullen
Victualler, and resident in Briewell lane
aforesaid, did tell, and inform him the deponent, that Captain Fitzgerald, the Captain
of the Carlow Yeomen Infantry, was a
Captain of the united Irishmen, and that he
saw the said Captain Fitzgerald in company
with United Irishmen, one night in Tullow
Street at the sign of the Swan in the Town of
Car;ow, and that the same night a
large body of United Irishmen to the amount
of about Four Hundred, went to Bruin's
hill near Carlow, from Mageney bridge in
the County of Kildare, commanded by a
a gentleman who he was told, was Colonel
Caulfield, and who is Colonel of the
Yeomen Cavalry at Mageney bridge aforesaid, and that the said Colonel Caulfield
lives between Mageney bridge, and Athy.
The deponent says that he positively saw

Rev. De1TI1ot McKenna

the person whom they called Colonel
Caulfield with the United Irishmen.
Deponent further saith, that Sergeant James
Lacey aforesaid told him the deponent
that there were upwards of nine hundred
United Irishmen in the Town of Carlow, and
Fourteen thousand in the County of Carlow,
and
men who
called
themselves
Duplicates, and went to the different towns
and told him the deponent thi;
said Sergeant James Lacey that there were
sixteen thousand United Irishmen in the
County of Kildare, who were ready at an
hour's notice to turn out, and assist the
French. The deponent further saith, that he
had been told that the counties Tipperary,
and Kilkenny were the weakest county's in
Ireland with respect to the united
Irishmen: Deponent says , that John Tayler
an Englishmen in John Maccivers Cotton
Factory aforesaid, had the pikes of twelve
United Irishmen under ground in the
Bleach-green near the Dye-house, and very
near a back window, and that Sergeant
James Lacey aforesaid had some Pikes concealed in the garden at the back of his
House: and further saith that Whelan a Smith
who lives in Bridewell Lane aforesaid
did, make some of the Pikes, and deponent
saw James Healy aforesaid did buy three
Pikes from the said Whelan, at three sixpence's each Pike; Deponent knows
Patrick Burne of Bridewell Lane aforesaid to
be a Sergeant in the United Irishmen,
And that he the deponent saw him the said
Patrick Burne and his twelve men at the
Red-Lyon-Tavern in Castle Street Carlow:
Deponent further saith, that Philip Casey,
Cooper, who lives near Mageney-bridge
aforesaid, told him the deponent,
that Colonel Caulfield aforesaid went every
Sunday to the Chapel at Mageney Bridge,
and then read letters which he received from
Dublin and the Head-men to the Country
People, and desiring them not to be afraid or
low spirited, for that when the French should
land in Ireland that he would command them
(the Country People) himself.
Sworn before me at the City of Londonderry
this 5th Day of May 1798 having been first
truly read to the Deponent Jm Domas Major

His
Daniel

X
Mark

McCarthy

in

Carlow
County Carlow's latest editions to its collection of Rock
Art.
This brings the total to thir·
teen.
The latest piece of rock art was found
in recent times on the lands of
Richard Coady, Rathgeran, when
removing a ditch.

The twelfth piece of rock antiquity was discovered this year on lands at Kilcarrig.
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OLD CA"LOW
1793 O'er Europe's lovliest provinces were heard the wail and sigh,
Which rose like mournful music of the nigh-bird's sadden'd cry;
Oppression frown'd upon them like a dark cloud on the wave,
And the voice of joy was silent as the silence of the grave.
II
On sorrowing Poland's fertile plain the maiden poured her lay,
Her bright hopes gone, her lover dead, her friends all pass'd away And o'er that fair, yet stricken land, the mother sand unblest,
As wild bird sings when truant hands have robb'd her young one's nest.

III
And through the land of fairest France, where erst in happier hour,
Religion reigned with gentle sway - ruled Passion's tyrant pow'r,
God's worship ceased where once His name with hope and love was known,
A wanton - deified by man - usurped His sacred throne!
IV
Once on a time, fair France, thy sons could feel as women feel;
But now, their adarnantine hearts seem'd harder than the steel.
Beneath whose stroke the red stream flow'd from murder'd Antoinette,
In callous breasts, their martyr'd King awakes no pity yet.

v
Truth, purity seem'd sullied by the breath which Gallia breathed,
Run riot Infidelity, that gift which sin bequeathed.
Fair land of France, thy sun seems set to rise, oh, never more,
And Ignorance was revelling where Science beam'd of yore!
VI
Dear Erin, lovliest land of all, for centuries you bledA triple crown of sharpest thorns press'd roughly on your head.
For, Social rights - the highest rights which Nature's Charter gives Religious freedom, happiest boon from Him who ever lives.
VII
And that lov'd right, the right to cull from Learning's varied store,
The right to fill our childrens' hearts with Widsom' s precious lore;
Tho' these were banrrd upon thy soil, green Island of the West,
No power could dim the light of Faith which glow'd in Celtic breast.
VIII
Sweet Purity, that lily fair, which blooms on Irish land,
And Martyrs' blood in torrents shed, by tyrants ruthless hand,
Preserved that precious treasure then, 'mid fire, and sword, and all,
As show-white petals tinged with red guard daisy's golden ball.

IX
When withering desolation frown'd most darkly on thee - then
Thou didst win the glorious title "land of Saints and learned Men;'
So when chains that bound were broken, when to teach was crime no more,
Glorious nurseries of learning marked thy land from shore to shore.

x
And first of all Old Carlow , thou didst shine with blessed light,
Like the moon, with softened splendour on the darken'd brow of night;
And as guide-star cheers the traveller when it riseth in the sky,
Thou didst light the student's pathway in the years which have gone by.

XI
Though seventy summer seasons, and full seventy winters drear,
Have passed away, and good O'Keeffe no longer bideth here His name is living with us still, and mem'ry oft recalls
That saintly Prelate's glorious name who raised Old Carlow's walls.
XII
The lot of many a Prelate since that time has here been cast And merrrry will be busy with those grand names of the past;
Great England's gone, and J.K.L. has passed from earth away,
But two who graced these walls of old, are with us here to-day.
XIII
Old Carlow, dear Old Carlow, child of the olden day,
When penal darkness scarce had ceas'd in Freedom's feeble ray,
How often, oh how often, have I scann'd thy story o'er,
And tho' legion times I scan it, I must Jove you more and more.
XIV
Not wild ash to its mountain clings - not heather to its hill,
More closely, Alma Mater, than this heart clings to thee still,
Parent of all the Colleges which grace our Island home,

You'll ever share my warmest Jove where'er my footsteps roam.

xv
Within thy walls, Old Carlow, many a will-tried friend I've met,
And links of friendship fashion'd there, are links unbroken yet;
What though between those friends and me the waves of ocean roll,
Can distance sever bonds oflove which bind friends soul to soul?
XVI
They lov'd the land which gave them birth - her lakes and lonely shore,
With heart of hearts they cherish'd her, yet lov'd Religion more!
To break the Bread of Life they went where sin's hard famine reigned,
To bear the torch of Faith to souls in darkness long detained!
XVII
Oh, some are preaching 'tidings good" where proud Missouri flows,
And some where Nile's refreshing stream brings verdure where it goes,
Others are toiling bravely where crush'd Maoris pine,
And more where glitters virgin gold, in rich Australia's mine.
XVIII
When lately sounds of War were loud by famed Potomac's wave,
And brother slain by brother's hand, found there an early grave;
Full many a time whilst ling'ring life was left the soldier then,
And back to his mother's Irish home his thoughts stray'd once again I
XIX

Thy priestly sons, Old Carlow, whisper'd words of peace which fell,
Like soothing balm on his broken heart, and softly as Sabbath bell;
They'll meet some angel-hand themselves to close their dying eye,
If soldier's fervent pray'r be heard by Him who rules on high!

xx
Proud Albion's children know full well, and Scotia' sons can say,
The countless thousand blessings flowing to them day by dayFlowing through men whose gen'rous hands the seed of Faith have sown,
Old Carlow, were not many of those holy men thine own?

XX!
In all life's path where knowledge is the stepping stone to Fame,
Walk'd many a one, Old Carlow, who shed lustre on thy name; .
They stood, when prostrate power pin'd upon the lonely bed,
Where sickness brooded sadly, like some herald from the dead.
XXII
What time the mother's feeling heart was bruised with sorest woe,
And hopes the sick man dream'd of in the days long long ago;
Seem'd fading, and for ever as the summer flowers fade,
When some wasting breath has breathed o'er the wild flower of the glade.
XXIII
Oh! many a time, sweet hope reviv'd to cheer the sufferer's breastOh! many a time soft sleep return'd to eyes estrang'd from rest,
When boldly disregarding foul Contagion's poison'd breath,
With skill and power thy children wrestled breast to breast with Death
XXIV
Where the emblem of stern Justice is the axe's gleaming blade,
Sweet Mercy's angel-footsteps are by Passion oftimes stay'd,
And where even-handed Justice has for symbol well-poised scales,
Not always is Man's balance just, and wrong o'er right prevails.

xxv
And to strike down helpless virtue strong oppression oft will dare In such times I've seen the weak one propp'd by Carlow's pupil there;
With triumphant joy I gloried in the glory of thy son,
And kind Mercy srnil'd in Heaven when the Pleader's cause was won.
XXVI
In other days, when Williams Jived, the tale of Erin's wrong,
Was often told in Carlow's Halls, with sweetest words of song,
Alas! the lips are silent now that sang so sweetly then,
But bardic spirit lingers - the harp will sound again.
XXVII
Life has pass'd with many a sorrow, like a fleeting dream away,
Yet thoughts of my happy schoolboy days steal back again to-day,
Like mellow moonlight falling on some river's troubled breast,
When the shades of night are gath'ring and the sun has sunk to rest.
XXVIII
Yes, like streams which glide in darkness, murmuring music on they flow,
Glide back, despite life's sorrow, kindly thoughts of long ago,
And I'll oft twine wreaths which never fade, beneath life's with'ring blast,
From flowers which bloom for ever in those garlands of the past.

' .'
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The above belonged to Patrick Joseph Hayden, Rathellen, Leighlin~

Aerial view of Leighlinbridge, c 194 7

Courtesy: Irish Independent
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Viscount Frankfurt,
Sir Charles Burton
and County Carlow
in the 1840s

away about 24 Barrells of threshed oats, which I stopt ... till
further directions from you, and I enclose you a copy of the
Seizure with a valuation .... Bear in Mind, to constitute a
Legal Seizure for Rent the Landlords name and surname must
be stated, and a Notice to that Effect Served on the Tenant
Immediately after Seizure. The amt. of Rent and up to what
time. And what the yearly Rent. I also enclose you a printed
Seizure form for your guidance. These notices I will make
ready myself only you to say the amt. and up to what time. I
have two men on [as keepers to prevent clandestine removal
of assets] ... and no less would do .... Coughlin says there is
an arrear up to May 42 of £142 and Nov 42 Half a year, £121,
totalling £263.
The following is the inventory of the Coughlans' goods "as distrained
and valued":

Desmond Norton 1
n the late 1980s and early 1990s, the author acquired about 30,000
letters pertaining to estates, in various parts ofireland, managed in
the 1840s by Messrs Stewart and Kincaid (denoted SK in what follows), a firm of land agents in Dublin. These have not been read
since the 1840s. Addressed mainly to SK, they were written by landlords, tenants, clergymen, civil servants, financiers, shipping agents,
SK's local agents, etc. The author has been researching them in
preparation of a study entitled Landlords, Tenants, Famine: Letters of
an Irish Land Agent in the 1840s. Most of those of Carlow interest
refer to the lands of Sir Charles Burton on the outskirts of Carlow
town and to lands of Viscount Frankfort some miles to the south. It
is th~ correspondence pertaining to the latter which is the primary
focus of the present article, which draws on draft Chapter 12 of the
larger study under preparation.

I

Lodge-Raymond de Montmorency was born in 1806 and died in
1889. He succeeded to the title of second Viscount Frankfort2 upon
the death of his father in 1822. The Return of Owners ofLand ... in
/re/and3, published in 1876, indicates that he then (circa 1876)
owned 636 acres in Co Carlow, 1,045 acres in Co Cavan and 4,605
acres in Co Kilkenny. The SK correspondence contains only six letters from him. Written between July 1846 and March 1848, they
suggest that he was absent from Ireland, and ignorant of the extent of
distress, throughout the famine years. As reported by William
Nolan, "the Frankforts were absentees and had their principal residence at Theydon Bois, near Epping, Essex" .
Frankfort's Carlow lands were on Rathrush townland, between
Leighlinbridge and Tullow5. In the early 1840s, James Brenan, who
resided in Carlow town, was SK's local agent. In the same years,
John and Sylvester Coughlan, Thomas Kinsella and Rev William
Kinsella were the most important of Frankfort's tenants -- perhaps his
only tenants -- on Rathrush. Thomas Kinsella often sent his rent to
SK in Dublin by means of a letter of credit6 (a financial instrument
for the transfer of bank accounts). The Coughlans, who were brothers , and who usually sent rent to Dublin by means of a letter of credit8 (indicating that the financial system was more sophisticated than
has often been assumed), were substantial farmers. It seems, around
the year 1800, that their father or grandfather had been a tenant on
the estate9. The Coughlans had some undertenants.
The Coughlans were charged a high level of rent 10 . Letters to SK,
dated between October 1841 and February 1843, indicate that their
payments were in arrears throughout that period. SK therefore decided to di strain (ie. seize in lieu of rent) some of their property. Thus,
on 13 February 1843, Brenan wrote to SK from Granby Row House
in Carlow town:
Agreeable to Directions I reached Silvester Coughlins of
Rathrush about nine o'clock this day. [I] caught them taking

Cow and Calf his own property. Value
Grazing Cows ............................ .
4 Horses
................................. .
1 Large pit of Potatoes ................. .
Large Heap of Dung ................. .
Heap of Threshed Oats
in Barn about 24 Bs [Barrels]. .. .
2 Stacks of Barley about 30 Bs .. .
2 Stack of oats about 30 Bs ........ .
Winnowing Machine ............... .
Large cock of Hay .................. .
Household furnitures ............... .
10 Small pits of Potatoes
belonging to tenants ................. .
Cow and Heiffer belonging
to tenants .............................. .
30 Geese .................................... .
2 Cars and several other
small articles .......................... .

£4-0s-Od 2
8-0-0
12-0 -0
10-0 -0
5-0 -0
10-0 -0
15-0 -0
15-0 -0
1-0 -0
4-0 -0
1-0 -0
5-0 -0
6-0 -0
1-10-0
2-0 -0
99-10-0

Note that the distraint involved seizure, not only of some of the
Coughlans' assets, but also some of those of their undertenants. Most
of the grain which had been seized was sold within a few weeks 11 .
The Coughlans were expected to pay the costs associated with the
seizure, including those of the keepers. On 2 March 1843, Sylvester
Coughlan wrote to SK requesting that the firm "will be kind enough
to interfere in having the Costs attending the seizure, as reasonable
as possible".
James Brenan was on friendly terms with Kincaid, to whom he sometimes sent a hamper containing butter12. He expected such actions to
be reciprocated. When Brenan was sent to prison in 1845, he sought
SK to use influence to get him released. The details of this imprisonment are unclear. However, they pertained to a dispute between
Brenan on the one side, and the younger brothers and the sister of
John and Sylvester Coughlan. Brenan disapproved of the younger
Coughlans. Thus, on 18 August 1843, he wrote to Kincaid:
I find Silvester Coughlins three brothers namely Richard,
Owen, and Francis and their sister [Elizabeth] all remains in
part of the House [Sylvester's J locked up by Day and out by
Night. By some means they must be removed, as they do not
attempt to do anything to support them.
In a later letter, Brenan referred to the latter Coughlans as "Night
walking Robbers"13. On 8 January 1845, he wrote to Kincaid, from
the prison in Carlow town:
The Coughlins swore all before them yesterday .... They would
not take any money. Revenge they wanted. I am sentanced to
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Two Months confinement .... I hope to get it reduced to one
month. But the young lads [Coughlans] are a terrible set. I
hope you can get me turned out by your interest and your
friends with the Lord Lieutenant .... I am only indighted for a
common assault. Richard Coughlin .swore I hit him a Box in
the neck.
It seems that the assualt occurred when Brenan attempted to remove

the younger Coughlins from Sylvester's house, and that SK had
offered them £20 (which they refused) to leavel4. That John and
Sylvester wanted to get rid of their brothers and their sister is clear
from the fact that Sylvester had offered them furniturel5, and from
the following extract from a letter, Brenan to Kincaid, 11 January
1845:
They [John and Sylvester] have kept out all the Brothers and
Sister and never will let them in again. [At the Court hearing
at which Brenan had been convicted] John and Sil ... swore as
hard as they could against them .. .. We were not long in taking
possession but the assault they made good against me.
The four younger Coughlins felt that the sentence of two months
imprisonment was insufficient revenge: Shortly after his confinement, they wrote to the Lord Lieutenant complaining that the
Governor of Carlow Gaol was treating Brenan too lightly 16. Brenan
himself used various means to try to secure his early release. On 15
January 1845, he prepared the following MemoriaJ17 addressed to
Henry Hutton, Assistant Barrister for the County of Carlow:
The Humble Memorial and Petition of James Brenan of the
Town of Carlow emploaring and Beeseeching that you would
be so good and mercifully as to take his case in your consideration and either shorten my Duration in this Painful prison or
recommend me to his Gracious Excellency the Lord
Lieutenant that he may look with compassion on me and Grant
me my Liberty, as I am very Delicate in my health.
Brenan actually sent this petition to Kincaid: he requested Kincaid to
deliver it to Hutton in Dublin's. Brenan prepared another petition,
which he sent or gave to Colonel Henry Bruen, MP for County
Carlow. According to Brenanl9, Bruen agreed to send this petition
to the Lord Lieutenant, along with his own favourable recommendation. On 22 January, Brenan wrote to Kincaid: "I hope you will do
all you can for me at the Castle and with the Barrister" (Hutton). The
SK correspondence provides no evidence that Brenan's attempts to
use "influence" secured an early release from prison.
During the Summer of 1845, Brenan was again in Court in a case
which involved the younger Coughlans. On 8 July, he was happy to
inform Kincaid:
This day I have succeeded against the three young Coughlins
before your Honourable Judge Crampton and I was
Honourably acquited. And the three young Coughlins proved
perjerous. I confess that John and Silvestor and all my party
proved Loyal and true to me, and as far as is in my power I will
support John and Sil Coughlin in any way I can assist them.
They will be well able for the next Rent now they are Quite
Clear of the Night walking Robbers.

John and Sylvester Coughlan were still on the Rathrush estate late in
1846. In the SK correspondence, Sylvester's last letter is dated 1
October 1846. His subsequent fate is unknown. He is not listed as a
tenant to Frankfort, on Rathrush, in the Griffith Valuation20 of 1852.
The same volume indicates that John had also left the estate by 1852.
It does, however, list him as renting 118 acres on the nearby townland of Rathtoe (today usually spelt Rathoe) from a person named
John Dillon.
As has been noted earlier, apart from the Coughlans, there were at

least two other tenants to Frankfort -- Thomas Kinsella and the Rev
William Kinsella -- on Rathrush in the early 1840s. Patrick Kinsella,
the father of these two brothers, had come to Rathrush from Co
Wexford circa 1776, the year in which his lease on (the former)
Rathrush House and farm commenced. Thomas, who was born in
1776/7, was his eldest son. In 1852, Thomas held 185 statute acres
of the Frankfort lands at Rathrush. Two descendents21 of Thomas
Kinsella reside on Rathrush in 1998.
Born in 1792, William Kinsella was ordained Catholic priest in 1816,
when he was appointed curate ofBallon-Rathoe (the Catholic parish
of which Rathrush forms a part). In 1825 he became the Parish
Priest. He resided at the splendid structure still named Rathrush
House (built in 1798). In the early 1840s, he farmed a substantial
holding: his rent22 for the year to 25 March 1842 was £173-1-1. He
appears to have been consistently punctual in rent payments. In 1842
he wrote to Kincaid "hoping you would induce Lord Frankford to
subscribe to our Fund for the relief of the poor"23 on Rathrush.
Whether Frankfort made the subscription is unknown. However,
early in June 1846, SK wrote to Rev Kinsella informing him that
Frankfort had given (in the words of Rev Kinsella) "the Liberal
Donation of £10 for the poor ofRathrush"24. The Griffith Valuation
lists Rev Kinsella as occupier of some 296 acres of the Frankfort
lands on Rathrush in 185225. He died in 1872. A plaque in the
Catholic church at Rathoe observes of him as follows: "He laboured
with patient and generous zeal in this parish for 52 years".
The SK correspondence indicates that intervention by SK in family
disputes (as in the case of the Coughlans) was not unusual; furthermore, there were many other priests apart from Rev Kinsella farming
lands managed by the firm in the 1840s. In the next volume of
Carloviana, Part II under the present title will provide details on the
following: (i) Murder -- apparently of a Carlowman -- on Frankfort's
Coolcullen, a Kilkenny townland contiguous to Co Carlow. This was
because the victim had accepted land from which a local had been
ejected; (ii) The plight of Jane Tyndall ofLeighlinbridge, her dependence on Frankfort, her link with Tyndall the scientist, and the abandonment oflreland by her son; (iii) Burton's Pollerton estate.

Notes
I The author is Senior Lecturer in Economics at UCD. He thanks
the Business Research Programme, Michael Smurfit Graduate
School of Business, UCD, for financial assistance, and John Lennon
of Dublin for allowing him to photocopy and cite some Stewart and
Kincaid correspondence in his possession.

2 Bernard Burke, A Geneological and Heraldic Dictionary of the
Peerage and Baronetage, Harrison, London 1892, 559, 560.
3 Return of Owners ofLand ... in Ireland, Thom for HMSO, Dublin

1876, 4, 37, 218.
4 William Nolan, Fassadinin: Land, Settlement and Society in
Southeast Ireland 1600-1850, Geography Publications, Dublin 1979,
168.
County of Carlow, Primary Valuation, Grierson for HMSO,
Dublin 1852, 292.
6

Thomas Kinsella to SK, 11 November 1845 and 29 May 1846.

7 John and Sylvester Coughlan to SK, 9 January 1845. Sylvester's house
was on Rathrush; John's was on Rathtoe.
8 John Coughlan to SK, 15 October 1841, and Sylvester Coughlan
to SK, 30 November 1841.
9 A map ofRathrush, dated 1800 or 1806, indicates a tenant named
M Coughlin. This was found in Rathrush House by Seamus and
Mary Hogan. I thank them for showing the map to me.
10 On 27 October 1842, John Coughlan wrote to SK: "I fear I cannot continue to pay forty shillings per acre". His request for an abatement was unsuccessful. On 18 June 1844, he informed SK: "I cannot hold the farm at the present rent £2 an acre".
II
James Brenan to SK, 5 March 1843.
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II

James Brenan to SK, 5 March 1843.

County of Carlow, Primary Valuation, 292.
They are Mary Hogan (nee Kinsella) and John Kinsella (Mary's
first cousin). Seamus and Mary Hogan reside at the present Rathrush
House. Built in 1798, this fine structure has been occupied for all (or
almost all) of the past 200 years by descendents of Patrick Kinsella. I
thank the Hogans for details on the Kinsella family history, which have
been drawn from a copy of a document prepared by Rev John Lalor in
1991, supplied to me in 1998 by Mr and Mrs Hogan.
22 William Kinsella to SK, 19 September 1842.
23 William Kinsella to SK, 20 July 1842.
24 William Kinsella to SK, 6 June 1846.
25 County of Carlow, Primary Valuation, 292.
20

12 Brenan to Kincaid, 30 November 1843, 4 December 1843, 15 April

1844 and 2 January 1845. It seems that Kincaid was expected to pay
for the butter.
13 Brenan to Kincaid, 8 July 1845.
14 John and Sylvester Coughlan to SK, 9 January 1845.
15 John and Sylvester Coughlan to SK, 9 January 1845.
16 Brenan to Kincaid, 15 January 1845.
17 Enclosure in Brenan to Kincaid, 15 January 1845.
18 Pettigrew and Oulton, The Dublin Almanac and General Register
oflreland for ... 1845, 518, list Hutton at 18 Gardiner's Place, Dublin.
19 Brenan to Kincaid, 15 January 1845.

21

Mrs.Conroy, Carlow; Mrs Maher, Kilbricken; Mrs. Cole, Ballybar; Mrs. Dowling, Linkardstown;
Back: Mrs Roche, Tullow; Mrs. Rose, Kilmeaney; Mrs. Purcer, Rathcrogue; Mrs. Cole, Tinryland; Mrs Jeffers, Ballinacarrig; Mis Condell,
Quinnagh and Mrs Agar, Ballyryan.

COUNTY CARLOW
MUSEUM
Town Hall, Carlow
Open Daily
(MONDAY EXCEPTED)

2.30 to 5.30 P.M.
VIEW THE WIDE RANGE OF EXHIBITS
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Officers and Members
of the
Old Carlow Society
1998
Patron
His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Laurence Ryan, Bishop of Kildare &
Leighlin.

Life Vice Presidents
Miss Iona McLeod

Chairperson
Mr. Martin Nevin

Vice-Chairman
Mr. Kevin Kennedy.

Secretary
Rev. Dermott McKenna

Treasurer
Mr. Pat O'Neill

Editors
Rev. Dermott McKenna
Mr. Martin Nevin

Trustees
Mr. Seamus Murphy
Miss Anna Kearney

COMMITTEE
Mr. Seamus Murphy, Miss Anna Kearney, Miss Mary Kearney Mr.
Myles Kavanagh, Dr. Michael Conry, Mr. Thomas McDonald. Mrs.
Mgt.Byrne-Minchin, Mr. Michael Brennan, Mr Tom Byrne, Mr.
Thomas Clarke, Mr. Dermot Mulligan, Mr. Dan Carbery, Mr. Kevin
Kennedy.

Museum Committee
Mr, Seamus Murphy, Chairman; Rev. Dermott McKenna, secretary;
Mr. Martin Nevin, Mr. Pat O'Neill, Dr. Michael Conry, Mr. Kevin
Kennedy & Mr Dermot Mulligan.

MEMBERS
Alcock, Noel, 46 Staunton Ave., Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Alexander, John, Milford House, Milford, Co. Carlow.
Bagenal J.S., Leaside, Hertingfordbury, Hertford, Herts. England.
Baragry, Margaret, 8 Larkfield, Carlow.
Baron, David, Dun Baron, Sycamore Road, Carlow.
Bayliss, Mrs Pat, 6760 L & A Road Vernon B.C., Canada VIB3Tl
Bolger, Stephen Garrett, 42 Airdale Road, Rosemont, PA19010
USA
Bolger, Anthony, 71 Brantwood Ave., Redcap, Blackbum, Lanes.
BBi 3LY
Boyce, M.J., Braganza, Carlow.
Brennan, Michael & Joan, 2 Burrin Road, CArlow.
Butler, Tom & Mrs., 141 Leytonstone road, Stratford, London
El51LH.
Byrne, Mrs. Anne, Little Barrack Street, Carlow.

Byrne, Rev. Gerald, Graignamanagh, Co. Kilkenny.
Byrne, Larry, Bahanna, St. Mullins Co. Carlow.
Byrne, Margaret, 16 Sutton Grove, Sutton, Dublin 13
Byrne, Dr. John, 33 Eaton Square,Terenure, Dublin 6
Byrne, Thomas, Coolnakisha, Leighlinbridge, Carlow.
Byme-Minchin, Mgt. Coolnacuppogue, Corries, Bagenalstown, Co.
Carlow.
Callery, Eithne, Oak Park Road, Carlow.
Carbery, Dan & Attracta, Glencarrig, Green Road, Carlow
Clarke Thomas, 57 St.Clare's Road, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Coen, Mrs. S, Kilkenny Road, Carlow.
Collins, J.C., Killeshin, Carlow.
Comerford, Patrick, Bahanna, st. Mullins, Co. Carlow.
Connolly, Alice, Maganey, Co. Kildare.
Considine, Mary Lou, 510 N St. SW/ Apt.624 N Washington
D.C.20024
Conry, Dr. Michael, Avila, Tullow Road, Carlow.
Coogan, John, Castlemore, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Corcoran, Mrs. B., 132 JKL Avenue, Carlow.
Cawley, Stephen, Elmdene, Coolrain, Carlow.
Crombie, Mrs. B. Pembroke, Carlow.
Cuddy, Patrick, 21 !drone Park, Tullow Road, Carlow.
Cunnane, Canon James, Our Lady of the Taper Church, Cardigan,
Wales.
Dalton, Mrs. Eileen, Corries, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Dalton, Mrs. Bridget, Ballinvalley, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Darcy, Mary, Tullow St., Carlow.
Denieffe, Michael, 40 Oakley Park, Carlow.
Denieffe, James, 4 Little Barrack St., Carlow
Deym, Count Bernard Graf Von, Fenagh House, Fenagh, Co.
Carlow.
Diskin, Matthew, Ballyhide, Carlow.
Dobbs, Thomas, Aclare, Myshall, Co. Carlow.
Dolan, Hugh, 35 Oakley Park, Tullow Road, Carlow.
Doogue, Martin & Bernadette, Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow.
Dooley, Anthony, Mortarstown, Carlow.
Dowling, John, Linkardstown, Carlow.
Doyle, Miss Nellie, 1 Granby Row, Carlow.
Doyle, Patrick M., Newtown, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Doyle, Peadar & Ita, Monure, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Doyle, Martin, Ave De Flanders, Wexford.
Doyle, Owen, Tinnaslee, Tinnahinch, Co. Kilkenny.
Duggan, Sr. Carmel, St. Ursula's Sandyford, Co. Dublin.
Dunleavy, Adrian, 1 Oak Park Rd.,Carlow.
Dunny, William, Sherwood, Braganza, Carlow.
Dwyer, Edward J., 39 Dillmont Drive, Smithtown, N.Y. 11787
Ellis, William, 12 Radharc Oisin, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Ellis, John, Shellumsrath, Callan Road, Kilkenny.
Fennell, Mrs. Eileen, Chapelstown, Carlow.
Fitzgerald, George, Hillcrest, Hanover, Carlow.
Fitzgibbon, James, 12 Rosmeen Gardens, Sandycove, Co. Dublin.
Fitzgibbon, John, Lenaboy, Coast Road, Malahide, Co. Dublin.
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Flood, Mary, Jordanstown, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny
Flynn, Miss Bridget, Burrin Street, Carlow.
Foley, Patrick, The Willows, Green lane, Carlow.
Geoghegan, Thomas, Ballinacarrig, Carlow.
Glancy, Christopher, 16 Royal Oak Road, Bagenalstown, Co.
Carlow.
Goodwin, Kathleen, 7Aylesbury, Dublin Rd., Carlow.
Grant, Mrs. Nora, Clonegal, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Grant, Mrs. Mgt. Clonegal, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Greco), John, 4273 Metropolitan, Drive, S.W. Cleveland, Ohio,
44135-1839 USA.
Haughney, Eamon, Pollerton Road, Carlow.
Hayden, Liam, 12 Sharon Ave., Brownshill Rd., Carlow.
Healy, Pat, Pollerton castle, Carlow.
Hennessy, Cois Abhainn, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Hennessy, Mrs. Anna, Ballytiglea, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Herriot, Miss Kathleen, Kilree Street, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Hogan, Seamus, Rathrush, Rathoe, Carlow.
Hosey, William, Castlemore, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Howard, Bro. Brendan, The Presbytery, Dublin Road, Carlow
Hughes, Mrs. Betty, Ballinabranna, Milford, Carlow.
Jones, Dr. Patrick, Staplestown Road, Carlow.
Jordan, Mrs. Mary, 9 Roncalli Ave., Carlow.
Kavanagh, Myles, 10 Royal Oak Road, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Kearney, Anna, Apartment 7,Cathedral Close, Carlow
Kearney, Mary, Apartment 7, Cathedral Close, Carlow.
Kearney, Simon, Kilnock,Ballon, Co. Carlow.
Kearney, J, 9 Chapel Road, Swinton, Lanes M27 OHF.
Kehoe, Thomas, Dublin Street, Carlow.
Kelly, Ned, 118 St. Clare's Road, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Kennedy, Edward, Kyle Park, Carlow.
Kennedy, Kevin, 6 Oakley Park, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
K'Eogh, David, 74 Moyne Road, Dublin 6.
King, Sean, 6 The Glade, Oak Park Road, Carlow.
Kinsella, Patrick, 1520 Columbus Ave., Burlingame, Calfomia
94010
Lennon, Mrs. M, Tullow Street, Carlow.
Lennon, Seamus, 2 Pembroke, Carlow.
Maddock, Mrs. Jane, 173 Fr. Maher Road, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Maher, Donal, J.J. Duggan & Co. College St., Carlow.
McDonald, Edward, Clonmore, hacketstown, Carlow.
McDonald, Thomas & Anne, Harristown, Carlow.
McDonnell, Mrs. Carmel, Bamagree, Tullow Road, Carlow
McAssey, Mrs. Mary, 118 St. Clare's Road, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
McDarby, Mrs. Kathleen, 3 Larkfield, Carlow.
McDarby, Miss Kathleen, 3 Larkfield, Carlow.
McGrath, Maria, 16 Heatherfield Court, Dublin Rd., Carlow.
McKenna, Rev. Dermott, 20 Sherwood, Carlow.
McNally, Richard, 9516 Lansford Drive, Cincinnati, OH452426104
Mealy, Fonsie, The Square, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny.
Meehan, Frank, 94 Main Street, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Moore, Mrs. Annie, 14 Montgomery Street, Carlow.
Moore, Mrs. Fran, Donore, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Moore, John, 13 Kingston Crescent, Dundrum, Dublin 16
Morris, Francis & Hope, Ballykealy, Ballon, Co. Carlow.
Mulligan, Dermot, Marian Ville,Tullow Road, Carlow
Mulvey, Matthew, 24 Killian's Cres. Carlow.
Murphy, Moses & Mary, Slievedurda, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Murphy, Miss Nora, 10 Woodlawns, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Murphy, Miss Rose, 38 Kennedy Street, Carlow.
Murphy, Simon, Ballybeg, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Murphy, Seamus & Terry, Pollerton Little, Carlow.
Murphy, James & Eileen, Drumphea, Garryhill, Co. Carlow.
Murphy, Conleth, 281 Roeth Road, Dublin 5.

Murphy, Padraig, 65 Blackheath Park,Clontarf, Dublin 3
Murray, Mrs. Madge, 25 Dublin Street, Carlow.
Nevin, Martin, Carlow Road, Leighlinbridge, Carlow.
Nolan, Breda, Station Road, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Nolan Vicky, 38 Burrin street, Carlow.
Nolan, Liam, Newtown, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Nolan, John T., 22 East Court St., Iowa City, Iowa, USA.
Nolan, Patrick, Shee Alms House, Rose Inn St., Kilkenny.
Nolan, William, New Road, Ballon, Co. Carlow.
O'Connor, Mrs. Eileen, Rosemount, Borris, Co. Carlow.
O'Connell, Miss Maureen, Lacken House, Borris, Co. Carlow.
O'Dea, Patrick & Mary, Cill Bharra, Killeshin, Carlow.
O'Hare, Patrick & Maura, Glenamoy, Leighlinbridge, Carlow.
Oliver, Mrs.Anges, 10 Novara Mews, Novara Rd. Bray. Co. Wicklow
Oliver, Richard, 1024 Fox River Drive, De Pere, Wisconsin 54115
O' Neill, Mrs. Ellen, Broomvilla, Ardattin, Co. Carlow.
O'Neill, Miss Mary, 167 Colclough Ave., Graiguecullen, Carlow.
O'Neill, Maurice, Kilmurry, Ballon, Co. Carlow.
O'Neill, Patrick, 21 Bullock Park, Carlow.
O'Neill, Sean, 30 Kill Abbey, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
O'Neill, Austin, Bridge House, Slyguff, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
O'Neill, Rebecca, 21 Bullock Park, Carlow.
O'Shea, Rev. Philip, P.P. Myshall, Co. Carlow.
Power, Sr. Declan, Presentation Convent, Bagenalstown, Co.
Carlow.
Reddy, Seamus, 191 Sleatty Street, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Redmond, Mrs. C., Silverdale, Crossneen, Carlow.
Redmond, Thomas & Margaret, Heywood, Oak Park, Carlow.
Rice, Mrs. Mena, Main Street, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Rogers, Betty, 'The Nore', 16 PenarthAve., Beaumont, S. Australia 5066
Rooney, Patrick, Ballyellen, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny.
Scott, Family, Green Trees, Tinryland, Co. Carlow.
Shanahan, Josephine, Oak park, Road, carlow.
Shannon, james, Lorien, Scotland, Hacketstown, Co. Carlow.
Shaughnessy, Miss Breda, Railway Tce.,Borris, Co. Carlow.
Sheehan, Richard, Dunleckney, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Sheehan, Eileen, 119 Upperfield Road, Welwyn Garden City,
AL 73LR Herts.
Smyth, Mary, 9 Hanover Court, Kennedy Ave., carlow.
Thomas, Peter, The Hermitage, Carlow.
Turner, Mary, 9 Hanover Court, Kennedy Ave., Carlow.
Walsh, Colm, Tinnahinch, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny.
Walshe, Patrick, Green Drake Inn, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Walshe, Mrs. Bridie, Glass House, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Whelan, Sean & Delma, 4 Montgomery Street, Carlow.
Wynne, Dr. John, 2230 Jefferson Ave., West Vancouver, B.C.
Canada V7V 2A8
Wynne, Anthony E., 376 McKendry Drive, Menlo Park, California

SPONSORS
ROYAL HOTEL - 9-13 DUBLIN STREET
A Personal Hotel of Quality
30 Bedrooms En Suite, choice of three Conference Rooms.
Weddings, junctions, Dinner Dances, Private Parties.
Food Served ALL Dav. Phone: 0503/31621

SOTHERN AUCTIONEERS LTD
Auctioneers, Valuers, Insurance Brokers.
37 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31218. Fax.0503/43765
District Office: Irish Nationwide Building Society
FLY ONTO

ED. HAUGHNEY & SON, LTD

O'CONNOR'S GREEN DRAKE INN, BORRIS

Fuel Merchant, Authorised Ergas Stockists

Lounge and Restaurant - Lunches and Evening Meals
Weddings and Parties catered fe,r.

POLLERTON ROAD, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31367

GACH RATH AR CARLOVIANA

IRISH PERMANENT PLC.

ST. MARY'S ACADEMY
CARLOW

122/3 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/43025, 43690
Seamus Walker - Manager Carlow

DEERPARK SERVICE STATION
Tyre Service and Accessories
DUBLIN ROAD, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31414

FIRST NATIONAL BUILDING SOCIETY
MARKET CROSS, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/42925,42629

THOMAS F. KEHOE

MULLARKEY INSURANCES

Specialist Lifestock Auctioneer and Valuer, Farm Sales and Lettings
Property and Estate Agent

COURT PLACE, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/42295, 42920
General Insurance - Life and Pensions - Investment Bonds

Agent for the Irish Civil Service Building Society
S7 DURLIN STRRET CARLOW. Tel-~-: 0503/31378/31963

Jones Business Systems
Sales and Service

GIFTS GALORE FROM

Photocopiers * Cash Registers * Electronic Weighing Scales
Car Phones * Fax Machines * Office Furniture * Com12uter/Software
Bunin Street, Carlow. Tel: (0503) 32595 Fax: (0503) 43121

KENNEDY AVENUE, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31647, 42451

®

GILLESPIES

CARLOW PRINTING CO. LTD

DEVOY'S GARAGE

STRAWHALL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, CARLOW
For ALL your Printing Requirements. Phone: 05003/31512

TULLOW ROAD, CARLOW
Opel Dealers, Oil Distributors
Phone: 0503/31303

Directors: Aileen and Bany Duggan

THOMAS M. BYRNE & SON
Auctioneers, Valuers and Estate Agents
18 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW

...............,
... ......... .............
Phone: 0503131853, 31030, 31008. Fax 41608

............ ,,,.,

COURT PLACE, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31665. Fax: 0503/42118

ACCBANK
AC.C. HOUSE, GREEN LANE, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31045,31603

KNOCKBEG COLLEGE, CARLOW
BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS
Phone: 0503/42127

CARLOW SERVICE STATION
GREEN LANE. Phone: 0503/42861. Proprietors: F and B Mulvey.
Open Hours: Mon. -- Sal, 7 a.m. - midnight. Sun. 8 a.m., - midnight
Cigarettes, Sweets, Cones, Minerals, Groceries.

SHEEHY MOTORS
GREEN LANE, CARLOW

Dealers for Volkswagen and Audi Cars
Phone: 0503/31047,31288

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK

CLELANDSSUPERMARKET

55 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone:0503/32253
John Lidierth - Branch Manager

CARLOW, PORTLAOISE, PORTARLINGTON, ABBEYLEIX,
TULLAMORE, RATHDOWNEY, MOUNTMELLICK, MOUNTRATH,
NEWBRlDGE

JAMES DEMPSEY HARDWARE LTD

F. ROBINSON & SONS

87 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW

Buyers and sellers of high-class new and secondhand Furniture and Floor
Coverings - Fitted Carpets a speciality.
BURRlN STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31652

Phone: 0503/31644, 31084

For AU your Building Supplies and General Hardware

REDDY'S

LAMBERTS

Bar, Lounge, and Restaurant - 67, TULLOW STREET. CARLOW
Phone: 0503/42224. Lunches from 12.30
Licensed Restaurant from 5. 30. Parties catered for.

Newspapers, Weekly Magazines, Periodicals,
Fancy Goods and Stationery
DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31921

QUINNSWORTH SUPERMARKET

T.V. Sales and Rental, Video and Hi-Fi
KENNEDY STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31770
HACKETSTOWN. Phone: 050871124

BYRNE'S ELECTRICAL
KENNY AVENUE, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/43216

CARLOW CUTRTAIN CENTRE
Specialists in Covering Eiderdowns, Upholstery, Loose Covers
Pelmets, Curtains, Bedspreads.
Catherine Tunstead, 10 MONTGOMERY ST, CARLOW. Tel: 0503/43483

SPONSORS

.. .
~

''

Carlow's leading Department
Store
TULLOW STREET, CARLOW

BOOKS & TfilNGS
HIGH STREET, BAGENALSTOWN. Phone: 0503/22164
School Books, new and secondhand, Stationery, Greeting Cards
and Toys, Photocopying Service, Local History Books

R. HEALY & SON

A.I.B.

Funeral Directors
POLLERTON CASTLE
Phone: 0503/31868

36-37 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Serving Carlow since late 1880s
Branch Manager: Michael Begley. Manager Gerry McGrath

STONE DEVELOPMENTS LTD
_ JAMES WALSHE QUARRIES, OLD LEIGHLIN, CO. CARLOW

GAELSCOIL EOGHAIN Ui THUAIRISC

Tel: 0503/21227. Fax: 0503/21607
QUARRY MASTERS, MONUMENTAL AND ARCHIIBCTIJRAL STONEWORK

BOTHAR POLLERTON, Guthan 0503/31634
Oideachas Lan-GhaelaA;h do phaisti bunscoile

FOLEY'S

DEANE'S NEWSAGENT

MEDICAL HALL LTD
66 TULLOW ST., CARLOW

BARRACKSTREET<CARLOW
Tel: 0503/43081

WINDOW FASIDONS (Carlow) LTD.

NORMAN D. SIXSMITH

&LAMP SHOP
Soft Furnishings & Lighting Specialists

Agricultural and General Engineer
DUBLIN ROAD, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31593

4 CASTLE ST., CARLOW. Phone: 0503/42554

LEIX PHARMACY

SAM MOORE & SONS LTD

GOVERNEYSQUARE,CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31341

TULLOW ROAD, CARLOW. Tel: 0503/31391
Honda, Peugeot Main Dealers

OGLESBY AND BUTLER

O'BRIEN TRAVEL LTD

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUBLIN ROAD, CARLOW
Manufacturers ofPortasol Soldering Irons and Equipment.
Phone: 0503/43333

Phone: 0503/31613. Telex: 33006
Specialist in Air and Sea Travel

JACK McDONALD

IRISH NATIONWIDE BUILDING SOCIETY

New and Used Tractors
CROSSNEEN, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31455

73 BURRIN STREET, CARLOW

DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW

Phone: 0503/43377, 43574

DAN MORRISSEY LTD.

O'CONNORS NEWSAGENTS

BENNEKERRY 31464, GRANGEFORD 46629, CLONMELSH 46142
Readymix Concrete * Concrete Products * Ground
Limestone * Rockford Tiles

Papers, Magazines, Cards, Toys
THE RITZ, TULLOW STREET, CARLOW

DARCY'S

DOWLING CHEMICAL SYSTEMS

Furniture and Carpets
33-35 TULLOW SRTEET, CARLOW

LINKARDSTOWN, CARLOW
Tel. 0503/46103/46233. Fax. 0503/46272

RACEY BYRNE'S THE PLOUGH

THE NATIONALIST & LEINSTER TIMES

TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Sport, craic agus ceoil
Live music every weekend

Newspaper Publishers, Typesetting and Office Stationery
TULLOW STREET, CARLOW

THE IRISHMAN'S
(Prop: J.J. Hargaden)
COURT PLACE, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31171
Wines and Spirits. High-Class Lounges and Bars

BANK OF IRELAND, CARLOW
Invest in your future - Save with Bank ofIreland today
Court Place Branch: Tel No. 0503/31676
Potato Mkt. Branch: Tel No. 0503/31687

JAMES JONES LTD.

PEADAR & ETTA DOYLE

30 TULLOW STREET
Top value in Irish made footwear
always available at keenest prices

Newsagents
CARLOW SHOPPING CENTRE. Tel. (0503 30169)

BOSCO'S
132 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31093
Quality Meat, Fish and Poultry
We are specialists. Don t settle for less

RATHCROGUE HOUSE, CARLOW
THE ACACIA ROOMS RESTAURANT
Open seven nights 5-Midnight. Also Nite Bite Menu 4 p.m. to 11 p.m.

SUNDAY LUNCH 12.30 - 3 p.m.

O'DWYER'S PHARMACY

R. J. SMYTH & CO.

TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31467

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Hanover Court, Kennedy Ave., Carlow
Tel: 0503/42362/32113 Fax: 0503/41846
Classic Clothing

BERNARD JENNINGS, F.A.O.L
Ophthalmic Option
3 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW.

Phone: 0503/43808

5 & 6 Dublin St.
Carlow

Traditional Quality

HANLEY'S
HOUSE for MEN

!

Tree of Liberty

