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EDITORIAL
Edmund Burke, the great Irish Parliamentarian whose statue stands outside the
front gates of Trinity College, Dublin, was described by his school friend,
Richard Shackelton, as a "zealous advocate for liberty". In one of his speeches,
he says that "a great empire, and little minds go ill together" Also "we whip the
child until it cries, and then we whip it for crying" He makes a plea for liberty of
expression.
Toleration for the views of others, and the freedom to express those views is the
hallmark of a civilised society. In fifth century Athens, Socrates, the mentor of
Plato, one of the earliest political philosophers, was put to death by his fellowcitizens because they could not tolerate free speech.
In many parts of the world today freedom of expression is not allowed. Neither
is freedom of worship. People have been prevented for voting for the party of
their choice. They have also been prevented from worshipping in accordance
with their beliefs. Repressive governments prevent them from exercising that
freedom that we take for granted.
For some the only solution has been to flee, and seek refuge in other countries.
Some have come to our country to enjoy the liberty, and freedom that we enjoy.
In general Irish people have been generous, and welcoming to those who have
been forced to flee from their own countries. Twenty-first century Ireland is
becoming a multi-cultured society. This presents a great challenge to us. The
challenge is to be open to change, and fresh ideas.
In the Gospels, Christ offers us a challenge. This challenge is to tum away from
the hatred, and intolerance of modem society, and instead to the kingdom of God.
In the Beatitudes, Christ offers us a beautiful picture of His kingdom of peace,
and love. "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek:
for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger, and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall
see God.
The Editors wish all our readers God's blessing in their lives during the coming
year.
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Carlovians

To compile this Register of Carlovians who served their country in the Defence
Forces from 1922 to 1984, over a quarter of a million cards had to be read in the
Military Archives. This work took several months to complete and puts Carlow in
the enviable position of being the first county to produce such a record.

in the

Many people who lived, or live in one of our neighbouring counties but in the postal
district of Carlow are included in this inventory.
The time span of 62 years has made the compilation of this work difficult, omissions are inevitable but the register remains open for entries where adequate information is submitted.

Delence Forces

I acknowledge the help and co-operation of all personnel attached to the Military
Archives but in particular Comdt. Peter Young, Comdt. Victor Lang, Sgt. Terry
Hudson and Pte. Brendan Mahony.

1922· 1984
Researched by the late Des Nolan
of Carlow

R

Indicates a Regular dropped as irrevelent after a period.

B

Reservist, a soldier with less than 6 months continuous
service

A

Reservist, a soldier with more than 6 months continuous
service

V

Reservist, joined the regular army and immediately trans
ferred to VR (disbanded 1935)

VFR

Volunteer Force Reserve
1st line, 18-25yrs.
2nd line, not over 45 and physically fit.
3rd line, 45-55 with specialist qualifications.

The list will be continued in the next edition.
No part of this list may be copied without the
permission of the Military Archives and the
Old Carlow Society.

E.

Continued from the '01 edition.
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87589
804335
822701
827111
841512
74352
16314
44509
55650
76923

Byrne, Ptk.
Byrne, Ptk.
Byrne, Ptk.
Byrne, Robert
Byrne, Robt.
Byrne, Ronald
Byrne, Sean
Byrne, Sean F.
Byrne, Simon
Byrne, Thomas
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos.
Byrne, Thos. N
Byrne, Tom.
Byrne, Wm.
Byrne, Wm.
Byrne, Wm.
Byrne, Wm.

4 Kilcarrig St., Bagenalstown
Tinnahinch, Co. Carlow
12 Barrett St., Bagenalstown
112 New Oak Estate, Carlow
Borris
29 Staplestown Rd., Carlow
25 Staplestown Rd., Carlow
100 Kevin Barry Ave., Carlow
Mill St., Hacketstown
29 Staplestown Rd., Carlow
Rathvilly, Co. Carlow
Tombeagh, Hacketstown
Henry St., Graiguecullen.
Kilcarrig St., Bagenalstown
24 St. Brigid's Cres. Bagenalstown
Kilcarrig St., Bagenalstown
Ballykealy, Ballon
2 Ballymurphy Rd., Tullow
201 Maher Rd., Graiguecullen
3 Little Barrack St., Carlow
Rathanna, Borris
Baillyrillane, Hacketstown .
Hacketstown
Engle Hill Lane, Hacketstown.
Kilmeaney, Co. Carlow
24 St, Bridget's Cres , Bagenalstown

Men enlisted for the duration of the war years 1939-1946
Could be granted agricultural leave where necessary or
indefinite leave ( a type of reserve service)
114618
430312
433976
809522
B 5205
69224
10031
823213
78777
806837
75478
72954
210125
830809
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202630
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820465

Byrne, Wm.
Byrne, Wm.
Byrne, Wm.
Byrne, Wm.
Cahill, Ed.
Cahill, John
Cahill, Ml.
Cahill, Patk.
Cahill, Wm.
Callaghan, Kevin
Callaghan, Philip.
Callanan, ML.
Callinan, Bernard
Callinan, Brian
Callinan, Chs.
Callinan, Finbar
Callinan, John
Callinan, Matt.
Callinan, Patk.
Callinan, Ptk.
Callinan, Terence
Campbell, Robt.
Canavan, Edwd.
Canavan, James
Canavan, John
Canavan, Jos.

St Bridget's Cres., Bagenalstown.
Mill St., Hacketstown
Ballaghmoon, Bagenalstown
Mill St., Hacketstown
High St., Clonegal
Haroldstown, Co. Carlow
Ballinree, Bagenalstown
4 Patrick's Ave., Carlow
Haroldstown, Tullow
6 Paire Mhuire, Tullow
Tullow, Co Carlow .
Church St. , Graiguecullen .
6 St. Fiac's Tee., Graigue
Morrin's Lane, Co. Carlow
8 Bestfield, Carlow
8 Bestfield, Carlow
Graiguecullen
10 St. Fiac's Sq., Graigue
98 St., Graiguecullen
Sleaty St., Graiguecullen
8 Bestfield, Carlow
Crutton Cluck, Bagenalstown
Killane, Ballon
Killane, Ballon
Kilane, Ballon
Killane, Ballon
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820464
831040
10202
110211
111651
201639
829190
436475
36169
434552
804917
81084
3565
R 1077
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16784
430322
431350
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51986
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86040
815277
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76926
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9902
800004
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815279
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33452
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430389
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110215
826580
435554
24024
39240
849419
16875
39199
60904

Canavan, Matthew
Canavan, P.J.
Canavan, Ptk.
Canavan, Wm.
Candy, John.
Candy, John.
Carey, Michael
Carey, Richard
Carey, Thos.
Carey, Thos.
Carpenter, Jas.
Carr, Anthony
Carr, M.
Carroll, John
Carroll, Denis
Carroll, E.
Carroll, Ed.
Carroll, John
Carroll, John
Carroll, John
Carroll, Ml.
Carroll, Noel
Carroll, Thomas
Carroll, Jos.
Carson, Ed.
Carson, Ptk.
Carter, Noel
Carter, Ptk.
Carter, Wm.
earthy, John
Carthy, Laurence
Carthy, Lee.
Carthy, Ptk.
Carton, Denis
Carton, Ml.
Casey, Jas.
Casey, Ptk.
Chapman, James
Clark, Jos.
Clarke, Alan
Clarke, Jas.
Clarke, Jas.
Clarke, Jas.
Clarke, Jer.
Clarke, Jeremiah
Clarke, Jeremiah
Clarke, Jeremiah
Clarke, John
Clarke, Jos.
Clarke, Ml.
Clarke, Oliver
Clarke, Ptk.
Clarke, Ptr.
Clarke, Terence
Clarke, Thos.
Clarke, Wm.
Clear, Thos.
Cleary, Patk.
Cleary, Wm.
Cleere, Ml.
Clifton, Bernard
Clowrey, Dnl.
Clowry, John
Coady, David
Coady, Frank.
Coady, Jas.
Coady, Jas.

Killane, Ballon
Killane, Ballon
Grange, Tullow
Killane, Ballon
Blackhill, Clonmore.
Blackhill, Clonmore, Hacketstown
125 JKL Ave., Carlow
7 Staplestown Rd., Carlow
Hanover Mills, Carlow
Brewery Lane, Carlow
Wells, Bagenalstown
37 Killian's Cres., Carlow
Carlow
Killedmond, Borris
29 St. Brigid's Cres., Bagenalstown
Brownstown, Carlow
Palatine, Carlow
3 Staplestown Rd., Carlow
Lr. Staplestown Rd., Carlow
High St., Leighlinbridge
Straboe, Palatine, Carlow
Lacken, Borris
Ardattin, Tullow
Sion Lodge, Benekerry
Rathmore, Tullow
Ballybit, Tullow
Borris, Carlow
87 St. Brigid's Cres., Bagenalstown
15 Upr. Cottages, Borris
Killenure, Tullow
5 Paire Mhuire, Tullow
Derrymoyle, Carlow
Bough, Rathvilly
70 St. Brigid's Cres., Bagenalstown
20 Barrett St., Bagenalstown
Ballon, Co. Carlow
Bagenalstown
3 Bridge St., Carlow
Henry St., Graiguecullen
76 St. Killian's Cres., Carlow
Ridge, Leighlinbridge
Carlow Rd., Leighlinbridge
Carlow Rd., Leighlinbridge
Knockboy Cottage, Rathvilly
Knockboy, Rathvilly
Knockboy, Rathvilly
14 Barrett St., Bagenalstown
Graiguecullen
The Ridge, Old Leighlin.
Williamstown, Rathvilly
Seskin Rd., Leighlinbridge
The Ridge, Old Leighlin
Ridge, Old Leighlin.
Barrow View, Bagenalstown
The Ridge, Old Leighlin.
New Cottages, Bagenalstown
Tomard, Leighlinbridge
Ballinacree, Myshall
Myshall, Co. Carlow
Tomard, Leighlinbridge
2 St. Killian's Cres., Carlow
Seskinryan, Bagenalstown
Kilmaglush, Fenagh
Mill St., Tullow
Parknakyle, Old Leighlin.
Bishop St, Tullow
Bishops St., Tullow

76486
76487
810087
79681
61900
10213
431361
431362
52865
39209
804256
815484
816408
R 714
81134
849340
847796
16402
26275
39246
435780
435959
91789
837623
431348
107259
R 728
16472
431451
10183
112168
822422
809487
58281
58274
59128
17492
10067
435623
838620
433912
200911
118281
44715
837786
59843
435403
826060
816317
819795
826027
813482
815839
39198
828847
807021
809828
851152
823633
16473
800607
431365
432829
435685
813786
815532
9947

Barrack St., Tullow
Codd, Ptk.
Barrack St., Tullow
Codd, Thomas.
84 St. Brigid's Cres., Bagenalstown
Cody, Ptk
Cody, Ptk.
Lr. Borris
Colclough, Harry 16 Castle St., Carlow
Eaglehill, Hacketstown
Coleman, Jas.
Church St., Leighlinbridge
Coleman, John
Poe's Hill, Leighlinbridge
Coleman, Thos.
Coleman, Thos.
Ballyine, Borris
Collier, Richard
Ballinkillen, Bagenalstown
Lorum, Bagenalstown
Collier,Richard
Eastwood, Bagenalstown
Collins, John
147 JKLAve., Carlow
Collins, Rbt.
Strawhall, Carlow
Collins, Thos.
11 Bestfield, Carlow
Collins, Wm.
Comerford, Bernard 160 Duggan Ave., Graiguecullen
Comerford, Liam 13 Bestfield, Athy Rd., Carlow
Comerford, Ml.
Sleaty Rd., Graiguecullen
Burrin St., Carlow
Comerford, Ptk.
Comerford, Wm. Sleaty Rd., Graiguecullen
4 Chapel St., Graiguecullen
Doyle, Thos.
Shraugh, Ballon
Doyle, Thos.
Ballytiglea, Borris
Doyle, Thos.
17 Riverside, Carlow
Doyle, Thos.
Ballyroughan, Borris
Doyle, Tim
Ballyine, Borris
Doyle, Walter
Straboe, Tullow
Doyle, William
Railway Tee., Borris
Doyle, Wm.
Tobinstown, Rathvilly
Doyle, Wm.
Ballyhacket, Tullow
Doyle, Wm.
31 Regent St., Bagnalstown.
Doyle, Wm.
Doyle, Wm.
Liscolman, Tullow
Doyle, Andrew
Ballymurphy, Borris
Rathvilly
Doyle, Chris
Doyle, Christopher Springhill, Carlow.
Brewery lane, Carlow
Doyle, John
Tullow Common's, Tullow.
Drennan, John.
Henry St., Graiguecullen
Duffet, Ml.
Chapel St., Graiguecullen
Duffett, Ml
Rathrush, Rathoe, Tullow
Duffy, John
Brown Bog, Hacketstown
Duffy, Ml.
Brown Bog, Hacketstown
Duffy, Wm
Brown Bog, Hacketstown.
Duffy, Wm.
Duggan, J. J.
Granby Row, Carlow
Duggan, Peter J. Knockbeg Rd., Graiguecullen
6.Granby Row, Tullow
Duggan, J.J
Borris Lodge, Borris
Dundon, Ptk.
Dunne, Wm. A.
45 Tullow St., Carlow
Ballyharmon, Carlow
Dunne, Brian
45 Tullow St., Carlow
Dunne, Eamonn
116 JKL Ave., Carlow
Dunne, Garry
38 Dublin Rd., Tullow
Dunne, Jas.
Ballyharmon, Carlow
Dunne, Jas.
Castleview, Graiguecullen
Dunne, John
140 Paupish, Carlow
Dunne, John
Dunne, Ptk.
38 Dublin Rd., Tullow
Dunne, Ptk.
38 Dublin Rd., Tullow
Dunne, Richard
Henry St., Graiguecullen
10 Ballyharmon, Carlow
Dunne, Wm.
Dunphy, Jas.
Borris
Paulville, Tullow
Dunphy, Ml.
53 Tullow St., Carlow
Dunphy, Philip
Killeshin, Carlow
Duplex, Ed.
Borris Lodge, Borris
Dwyer, Jas.
Ballynattin, Borris
Dwyer, Jas.
Ballynattin, Borris
Dwyer, Jas.
Ballymoon, Bagenalstown
Dwyer, John
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96310
848203
804624
813763
435795
204374
113608
111029
431398
72631
847203
813627
811672
838428
813009
810296
93002
841747
827289
801693
823676
816464
809829
814770
115993
839987
64262
849337
10997
10008
27336
79914
435180
88727
202985
28167
435425
432105
116224
9366
10274
16476
49223
45984
431396
846602
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436464
812938
63339
16475
52884
77036
80841
R 736
111027
R877
9927
825426
9381
39166
46961
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76993

Dwyer, John
Oldtown, Bagenalstown
Dwyer, John, Peter Kilcoltrim, Borris
Dwyer, Kevin
Oak Park, Carlow
Dwyer, Noel
Spahill, Borris
Dwyer, Ptk.
Spahill, Borris
Dwyer, Thos
Spahill, Borris
Dwyer, Thos.
Monacurragh Hse, Carlow.
Dwyer, Wm.
Spa Hill, Borris.
Earl, Ed.
Seskin Rd., Leighlinbridge
Earl, George
Bilboa, Carlow
Egan, Patk.
12 Barrett St., Bagenalstown
Egars, Thos.
Kiloughternane, Borris
Egars, Jas.
Killoughternane, Bagenalstown
Ellard, Brendan
Killinane, Bagenalstown
Ellard, David
Royal Oak, Bagenalstown
Ellard, Jas.
Wells, Bagenalstown
Ellard, Matthew
Wells, Bagenalstown
Ellard, Wm. J.
Killinane, Bagenalstown
Elliott, Frederick 5 Chapel St., Graiguecullen
Ennis, Peter
Monemore, Leighlinbridge
Evans, David
141 JKL Ave., Carlow
Evans, Myles
Tobinstown, Tullow
Fagen, Lee.
Sheean,Fenagh
Fahey,John
Courtnellan, Borris
Farrel, John
Ballymoon, Bagenalstown
Farrell, Andrew
Linkardstown, Co. Carlow
Farrell, Anthony Killerig, Palatine, Carlow
53 Askea Lawns, Tullow Rd.,
Farrell, Dermot
Farrell, Dnl.
Linkardstown, Carlow
Farrell, Ed.
Busherstown, Co. Carlow
Farrell, Jas.
Springhill, Carlow
Farrell, Jas.
Bilboa, Co. Carlow
Farrell, Jas.
74 St. Brigid's Cres., Bagenalstown
Farrell, John
Ballinacarrig, Carlow
Farrell, John
Bagenalstown
Farrell, John. L
John St., Carlow
Farrell, Jos.
Ballinacarrig, Carlow
Farrell, Matt.
2 Kilkenny Rd., Carlow
Farrell, Ml
Bagenalstown
Farrell, Ml.
Mill Lane, Carlow
Farrell, Ml.
Linkardstown, Co. Carlow
Farrell, Ml.
Killerig, Carlow
Farrell, Ml.
Montgomery St., Carlow
Farrell, Thos.
Croosneen, Graiguecullen
Farrell, Thos.
Craanlusky, Co. Carlow
Farrell, Thos.
37 Avondale Dr., Carlow
Farrell, Timothy Readfield, Ballymurphy
Farrell, Wm.
Ballymoon, Bagenalstown
Farrell, Wm.
Curragh Cottage, Killeshin
Farrell,Thos
Mountfield, Crossneen, Carlow
Farrell. John
Morrins Lane, Graiguecullen
Farrelly, John
Linkardstown, Co. Carlow
Farrelly, Philip
Oak Park, Carlow
Faulkner, Thos.
Bough, Rathvilly
Feeney, J
Coolsnasnaughta, Myshall
Fenlon, Ed.
Seskin, Ballymurphy.
Fenlon, J
Little Barrack St., Carlow
Fenlon, John
Brown St., Carlow
Fenlon, ML
83 Paire Mhuire, Bagenalstown
Fenlon, Ptk.
12 Little Barrack St., Carlow
Fenlon, Ptk.
Brown St., Carlow
Fenlon, Ptk.
12 Lt. Barrack St., Carlow
Fennell, Jas.
39 Dublin Rd., Tullow
Fennell, Martin
John St., Carlow
Fennell, Ptk.
Tullow, Co. Carlow

Cont. in next edition

A s President of the Carlow Historical and Archaeological Society
I am deeply aware of the honour bestowed on the society in asking me to officially unveil this Memorial. We wish to record our
thanks to the organisers of this event in recognising the role of the
society in preserving the history and heritage of the county. I feel that
this tribute to the work of the society is due in no small measure to
the work of one of Leighlin's favourite sons and one of our most distinguished past Presidents, Martin Nevin.
I would like to pay tribute to the people who made this event possible, the people who collated the information and provided the necessary impetus to bring this project to fruition, especially John Kenna
and his fellow workers.
But above all, I would like to pay due homage to the young men
throughout Ireland, and especially Co. Carlow, who lost their lives on
foreign battlefields all over the world in the cause of peace. These
young men were the best and brightest of our countrymen, who
enlisted, in my opinion, mainly because of economic necessity.
In my quest for information, over the last 20 years or so, on various
aspects of our folklore and heritage, I have met dozens of men and
women, in many parts of Ireland, who were touched in one way or
another by the events of the various wars.
Not very many miles from here, in Bilboa, I had the honour of meeting
the recently deceased Sidney Duckett, a man whose turn of phrase was
matched by his ability to embellish a good story. On learning that he
joined the Royal Air Force in the early 1940s, I asked him why he
enlisted. 'The answer' he said 'was pure and simple -economic necessity. There were no jobs and the only work that I could find was casual work with local farmers. I found myself down in Milford on the
banks of the Barrow snagging beet on freezing cold winter mornings in
the month ofNovember, in a heavy fog, with my hands numb with cold
and all for two shillings a day. So I emigrated to England and had the
privilege of getting into the Royal Air Force'.
As a young boy growing up in Roscommon I encountered the late
Dan Shanagher many times on my way to school. Dan was a small
farmer who rode his bicycle everyday to count the cattle on the outfarm, not far from the local town where he did his shopping. Dan was
normally a very genteel quiet person who spoke to us when we met
him on the road. But Dan had his bad days. He suffered from 'shell
shock' as a result of serving at the front during WWI. On his bad
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days, Dan shouted at the top of his voice while he walked beside his
bicycle down the main street of the local town, oblivious to all those
around him. The young girls scattered in fear while the boys only
exacerbated the situation but the older people spoke kindly to him
until he calmed down.

lives to defend democracy and those are the men we are honouring
today.

The economic conditions in Ireland were so harsh that many of the
young men in the Cullahill area of Co. Laois, like many other areas
in the country were also forced by economic necessity to emigrate in
the 19th and 20th centuries. Paddy Sullivan recalled that he 'often
heard Joe Delahunty, who fought in the Boer War as well as the First
World War, telling us the story of how he and his two neighbours,
Jack Neary and William Scott, were reared here in the same yard and
they all emigrated to different parts of the world. They didn't meet
each other again until the three of them met in the trenches at the
famous siege of Ladysmith during the Boer War. They were so
delighted to meet that they stayed awake all night reminiscing on old
times in Cullahill. Wasn't it sad that they never met again as the other
two were killed the following day and the only one who lived to tell
the tale was Joe Delahunty'.

I. Those who returned invalided, maimed for life or died within a
short time as a result of their injuries.
2. Those who came home of sound body but ended up as mental
victims.
3. Those who lived out normal lives.

Many of the young men who joined the British Army came from the
garrison towns around the country. Michael O'Brien was 'bred, born
and starved in Old Bridge' on the far side of the Suir in the garrison
town of Clonmel. He fought in the Boer War and later in the trenches around Ypres during WWI where he was gassed with ether,
known to his comrades as 'Yepres'. He returned home to his family in
a poor state of health from the gas attacks and with two bullet
wounds in his chest. He found it impossible to get any job due to illhealth and spent his 'good' days catching rabbits and picking whorts
in an effort to supplement the few meagre shillings his wife earned
but he died five years later. Three of his sons fought in the Second
World War and one of them came home a mental wreck.
Kitty Kavanagh was also born in a garrison town, Kilkenny. Her
father, James, came home in January 1918 with pneumonia after
serving with the British army in France and died shortly afterwards.
Her mother was left with six young children on a pension of nine
shillings and had to go out working with farmers, weeding and thinning mangels and turnips, binding com, picking potatoes, to supplement her income. Kitty remembers going out at 8 o'clock every
morning with her friend when the train had left the station to pick the
partially burned out embers of coal used to power the steam engine
in order to keep the home fires burning.
On the other hand, Mairead Costello lived a life of comparative luxury because her father, Deaglun Lehane, joined the British army and
came home a veteran of the Boer War. He couldn't get a job in his
native Clashmore but Major Power employed him on his estate in
Glencaim near Lismore. Later in 1906 he offered him the post of
postman at 24 shillings a week provided he married his girlfriend
who in tum would be offered the post of Post Office mistress at the
same wage. They eloped and married secretly because her mother
was not even supposed to talk to an ex-British soldier. Despite the
fact that her mother and father were very comfortable compared with
their neighbours, Mairead's grandmother never spoke to her son-inlaw.

But, for me, this is only the beginning. Perhaps, we should think
about the others:

This, however, would be a mammoth task but I think it needs to be
addressed. In my opinion, you have commenced this task in style
today with the unveiling of this memorial to our fallen heroes.
Francis Ledwidge
One of the things we should never forget, and this may be difficult
for many of us to comprehend, is the human tragedy that resulted
from the war - the tragic loss of life and the anguish caused to parents and loved ones when the telegram arrived to say that a son was
killed or 'missing, believed killed in action'. We should never forget
those maimed for life. We should never forget the great loss of talent
when the best and brightest of that generation failed to return. Every
time I read or hear one of Francis Ledwidge's poems I am left with a
hopeless feeling of trying to visualise the immeasurable loss to the
literary world alone. I can only try to imagine what he alone would
have contributed to literature, had he lived another 50 years. May I
read just one verse from his lovely poem 'Had I a Golden Pound':
Had I a golden pound to spend
My love would mend and sow no more
And I would buy her a little quern
Easy to turn on the kitchen floor.

When I was asked to unveil this Memorial I was acutely aware of the
honour conferred on the Carlow Historical and Archaeological
Society. However, when I walked into this garden today and saw the
Memorial, for the first time, I was impressed by the size of the monument. I had known that this was the first county memorial erected
to those who died in the First World War but it was only then that I
fully realised the sheer magnitude of the project, what this means to
Co. Carlow, what this means to the village of Leighlin and what this
means to the relatives of those Carlow men listed on the scroll of
honour. On a trip to Bloomfontein in South Africa, many years ago,
I read with interest the names of those who died in the Boer War. I
read with even greater interest the Irish names on that memorial. For
generations to come 1000s of people will gather to say a silent prayer
and they too will read, with interest, the names of all listed on this
memorial.
I would like to be permitted to offer a word of advice. This is a magnificent monument and a fitting tribute to all Carlovians who died in the
Great War. For this reason I think it should be displayed to the maximum advantage. May I suggest that the Memorial Garden be rearranged to give a clear view of the monument from the bridge with a
gravel path, in the shape of a cross, from the southern archway leading
up to the Memorial.

Reasons for enlisting
In trying to analyse why they enlisted, I have come up with a number of reasons. Some joined to defend the Empire, some were conscripted because they lived in a particular country at the time the war
broke out while others joined, particularly those born in garrison
towns, with a sense of adventure. However, I am convinced that the
vast majority of those who fought during the Great War enlisted simply because of economic necessity and many did so long before the
war started. Whatever reason they had for enlisting, many gave their

Finally, in officiating at this ceremony today, may I, once again, pay
tribute to the many people, local and national, who were responsible
and especially to the men on the scroll of honour, who gave their
lives to defend democracy and bring peace to the world. It gives me
great pleasure, on behalf of the Carlow Historical and Archaeological
Society, to officially unveil this Memorial here today to our best and
brightest.
Michael Conry
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THE HISTORY
AND

ANTl~UITIES
OF THE

COUNTY
OF
Extracts compiled by Robert Duffy,
Hacketstown.

CARLOW

"The History And Antiquities Of The County
Of Carlow" was published in 1833 and its
Dedication page reads as follows: To the
president, vice-presidents and members of
the Royal Society of Literature, this work is
respectfully dedicated: by their most obedient humble servant, the Author.
The Author of this work remains anonymous
but he or she was motivated by a desire to
collect and record the history of County
Carlow. In the Preface the Author states:
To the disadvantage and to the discredit
of Ireland. literature has heretofore been
but little cultivated or encouraged by her
inhabitants... While in Great Britain,
every county and many baronies, parishes, cities, towns, villages and even private houses have had their historians and
antiquaries, little indeed has been done
in Ireland.... It is not difficult to account
for the immediate cause of this circumstance: public support has not been
forthcoming; and even now, the most
attendant difficulties are such as would
perhaps deter most persons from the pursuit. In fact, no small share of enthusiasm is necessary to carry a work on
antiquities in Ireland to a successful conclusion.... The author, feeling an interest
in his native county, resolved at all hazards, to collect its history and to survey
its antiquities. The present volume is a
result of his determination ....
Author
The author resolved to visit every ancient
place or building in the district to which his
work relates. He has, accordingly, traversed
the shires from north to south and from east
to west; from Rathvilly to St Mullins, and
from Old Leighlin to Hacketstown have been

An old tattered copy of "The
History And Antiquities Of The
County Of Carlow" belongs to
Percy Gaule from Nurney and
Robert Duffy is extremely grateful
to Percy for bringing it to his attention. A photocopy of the work is now
in the hands of Martin Nevin and no
doubt this important book will be
the source of future articles in
Carloviana.
attentively explored; and if he has failed in
obtaining comprehensive information on the
present state of the antiquities of the county
of Carlow, it has not been from deficiency in
physical exertion ....
The author avows himself attached to Tory,
Conservative and Protestant principles, but
he can safely say that truth and impartiality
have been closely studied in the following
work. He was not ignorant of Cicero's rules
for the historian; the first of which he
declares to be not to state anything false, and
the second, to dare publish the truth. The
Author trusts that his adherence to these laws
is obvious in the following pages. Amicus
Plato, amicus Socrates, sed magis amica veritas. (A friend of Plato, a friend of Socrates
but a great friend of truth.)
Chapters
The book is divided into thirty two chapters:
Chapter
I: Geographical Sketch of the County of
Carlow.
Chapter 2: Hy Cabanagh and Hy Drone
anterior to the English invasion of the
twelfth century.

Chapter 3: From the arrival of the English,
AD 1169, to the death of Henry II, 1189.
Chapter 4: Reign of Richard I .......
Chapters 5 to Chapter 30: The reign of every
monarch up to and including George III.
Chapter 31: Present state of the Antiquities
of the County of Carlow
Chapter 32: Some account of the respectable
families who have been long resident in the
County of Carlow, and who possess property in it.
Extracts
To give a flavour of the "History And
Antiquities of the County Of Carlow", here
are some extracts from Chapter 22, Reign of
Charles I, 1625 to 1649, followed by the first
paragraph from Chapter 23:
It is now our painful task to note one of the
most disastrous periods in our annals, when
from a state of profound peace, and apparent
amity, the country was suddenly plunged
into all the horrors of bloodshed and massacre. We allude to the great rebellion, which
broke out on the 23rd of October, 1641. On a
primary view, the dreadful scenes enacted on
this occasion seem wholly unaccountable.
The Roman Catholics exercised their religion with nearly as much freedom as was
enjoyed by the established church; the king
had exhibited the kindest dispositions
towards them, by concessions recently granted; they were eligible to the offices of sheriff of counties, officers of corporations, &c.,
without being obliged to take the oath of
supremacy; and further, the Romish part of
the population were allied to the English or
Protestants, by the ties of marriage, friendship, and daily personal intercourse. ls it
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then wonderful that the cause of the inhuman
violence with which the former, (under such
circumstances), massacred their unsuspecting, unprepared neighbours, should seem
impossible of divination? The page of history, however, furnishes a solution; we there
learn the immediate, positive cause; but the
man of liberal feeling, who cannot comprehend the blighting, distorting, withering
influence of a dark superstition on the human
mind, will always feel unable to conceive, by
what process such causes could have led to
such results. What that we could, with truth,
omit all accounts of the dreadful deeds of
these times! What that we could blot out
atrocities, which are discreditable equally to
human nature, to the country in which they
were enacted, and the people by whom they
were perpetrated.
The concoctors of this rebellion were the
Roman Catholic priests and the members of
their flock. The former desired to behold
their church ascendant in Ireland, they
wished to obtain the tithes, and other advantages enjoyed by the established clergy, and,
in a word, to raise their religion to its former
rank, and themselves, as its ministers to
their pristine wealth and authority. The l~ity
had, in consequence of rebellion, been very
extensively deprived of their estates, and
now thought they had a favourable opportunity of effecting a restoration of them. For
the accomplishments of their objects, both
parties deliberately planned a massacre of
the Protestant inhabitants of their country;
thinking that by a complete extermination of
the settlers, they should secure the kingdom
to themselves. And so effectually did they
carry their designs to execution that, according to some authorities, the number of
Protestant men, women and children massacred in the first three months of the rebellion
amounted to 154,000! What must be the
principles of a system which leads to such
results? But so long as the dogma, extra
ecclesian nulla salus est, out of the church
there is no salvation, with others of like tendency are inculcated very little value can be
put on the lives of'heretics'. It is a matter of
great regret, that a people naturally of many
good qualities, should be subject to a system,
proved to be so pernicious to the best interests of mankind.
A leading individual in the rebellion was
colonel Richard Plunket, a younger son of
Sir Christopher Plunket, of Dunsoghly, who
had married the fourth daughter of Sir
Nicholas Bagenal, knight marshal of Ulster.
He had extensive connections in Leinster
and had sufficient address to induce not a
few of them to join in the enterprise .... On
the 21st November 1641, the Kavanaghs of
the counties of Carlow and Wexford, along
with the Byrnes and Tooles of the county of
Wicklow, appeared openly in rebellion.

Having taken a fort in the county of riiiiiiii~~~::;:;:"':::::;~~---,........................................:=
Wicklow, they extended their devastations
through the counties of Carlow and
Kilkenny...
The lords justices (Sir William Parsons and
Sir John Borlase) .. issued commissions to
the chief persons in each county, authorising
them to levy troops and attack the rebels ..
The following is the form of the commissions thus issued:
We (the lords justices) out of our care
and zeal for the common good, being
desirous by all means to suppress the
said treasons and traitors, and to conserve the persons and fortunes of his
majesty's loving subjects here is safety;
and to prevent further spoil and devastation of his majesty's good people here;
do, thereby, hereby require and authorise
you to levy, raise and assemble all, every
or any of the forces, as well footmen as
horsemen within the county of
(Carlow) .... and according to your conscience and discretion to proceed against
(the rebels) by martial law, by hanging
them till they be dead, according as it
hath been accustomed in time of open
rebellion; and also to take, waste and
spoil their, or any of their castles forts
houses, holds, goods and territorie~
aforementioned, according to your discretion ....
The chapter continues with accounts of the
1641 Rebellion, the arrival ofreinforcements
from other parts of the country and the
arrival of the Papal Nuncio who arrived in
October 1645. Towards the end of the chapter, the author laments:
Such was now (164 7), the state of the government in Ireland, surrounded by enemies,
attacked by Irish rebels on one hand, and in
expectation of hostile proceedings from the
English parliamentary forces on the other,
that the marquis of Ormonde, of two evils,
chose that of delivering Dublin into the
hands of the latter.... On the I 7th January
1649, the marquis of Ormonde concluded a
peace with the Roman Catholics at Kilkenny.
This event however, had no salutary influence on the proceedings of the republicans in
England; who on the 30th of January,
beheaded their king. Thus ended the unhappy reign of Charles I.
Chapter 23. The interregnum. AD 1649 to
AD 1660.
The republican party with Oliver Cromwell
at their head, were now triumphant in
England. The marquis of Ormonde, in quality of lord lieutenant of Charles II, continued
his exertions in Ireland for the royal cause.

The cover of the
'Ballads of County Carlow'
They are going, going, going from the valleys and the hills.

The above opening line of Ethna Carbery's
The Passing of the Gael could be appropriated to the local ballad nowadays. And with
this in mind the Old Carlow Society (now the
Carlow Historical and Archaeological
Society) has spent some years putting together a collection of ballads and songs of interest to Carlovians.
In publishing forty nine works from this collection the Society is encouraging the preservation of this important facet of heritage for
future generations.
There are many reasons why these songs and
ballads are important.
The main reasons are:
(1) a number are written in the
local vernacular,
(2) they describe local customs
and work practices, and
(3) they commemorate events and
people of local importance.
The Society extends a sincere 'thank you' to
all who helped compile the collection, which
the Society now has.
If works do not appear in this volume, the
donors can be asured that their endeavours
are not forgotten, as the Society intends to
publish additional volumes in the years
ahead.

From the Foreword by Seamus Murphy

The above vol. containing 49 ballads
is now at the outlets throughout the
county. Price 6
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~KEENANS

~ OF BAGENALSTOWN

Mr. Richard Keenan in conversation with
Martin Nevin and Roger Jones.
their first venture into the
world of engineering. That
was followed by parts for the
mining industry for such
Richard Keenan receiving Hononary Membership of the places as Arigna, Castlecomer
Royal Dublin Society, 2002
and Rossmore. The casting of
hand truck wheels satisfied
ixty years ago a 22 year old John Keenan, the market for a time. However, the times
from near Ballyroan, County Laois, proved difficult, there was no coke to be had
arrived in the county Carlow town of and this type of work was abandoned in the
Bagenalstown. It was on the 13 September, late 1940s.
1942 and complete with skills of the moulding trade that he had acquired in Kelly's Fabrication
Engineering Works Portlaoise, he set up a
workshop. It was a courageous undertaking With the advent of metal-arc welding,
at the time, World War II was raging in Keenan Brothers embraced the new technolEurope, the outcome of which would not be ogy by purchasing two 'Triangle' welding
known until 1945. The workplace, an old sets. This new method of fabricating metals
bake house and garden on Chapel Lane, off led them into the production of tubular gates
Kilcarrig Street became the genesis of a which in turn witnessed the demise of both
major enterprise which was to greatly the wooden and the riveted angle-iron types.
enhance the economy of the town of Bagenalstown and surrounding districts well into Recycling (early years)
the seventies. The young Keenan worked
assiduously at his trade for one year before The early post-war years saw a scarcity of
being joined by his brother Richard (Dick) on steel tubing and the first gates which, incithe 3 October, 1943. Dick had worked the dently, became known throughout the length
home farm of 50 acres in Ballyroan as well as and breath of Ireland as 'A Keenan gate'
were made from scrap steel tubes. Long
doing some contract work with his father.
before recycling became fashionable
The thriving Bagenalstown business was Keenan's brothers were well and truly into
soon joined by another brother, Paddy. He the recycling processes. Large quantities of
had been a sugar cook with the then Irish discarded steam locomotive boiler tubes
Sugar Company at Carlow. There he
acquired a variety of skills. In the course of
his apprenticeship, and later, as a qualified
tradesman, he would have come in contact
with Germans and Czechoslovakians, men
whose skills had brought them to Ireland to
assist in building and running the first of our
modern day sugar factories.

S

were purchased from Corns Iompar Eireann
(CIE) at their lnchicore workshops in
Dublin. The durability of this material is evidenced by a large number of these gates still
functioning in many parts of Ireland, 50
years onwards.
The manufacture of welded gates was a great
money spinner and Keenan Bros. continued
production well into the 1970s. It's interesting that the market still remains vibrant and
is now met by other companies in the
absence of the Bagenalstown firm.
The Haybarn
By 1952 another production line was set up,
the Keenan Haybarn had come on stream.
And again the recycling process formed part
of the structure, discarded railway tracks
were used for the upright supports until the
Rolled Steel Joist (RSJ) was used some years
later. Today, a feature of the Irish countryside is the haybarn with the sign, 'Keenans
Bros. Bagenalstown'.
Expansion
During the 1950s expansion was inevitable.
Three acres of land together with some gardens adjoining the Keenan property was purchased. They were lucky that the land was
attached to the Parochial House and

Business location
Bagenalstown as a location for the enterprise
was a conscious decision by John Keenan. As
he saw it, it was central to good farming practices brought about by the establishment of the
sugar beet industry in Carlow just sixteen years
earlier.
Products
With a farming background, it was not surprising that the casting of plough parts was

Richard and John Keenan
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Monsignor Conway was more than happy
to facilate expansion and job creation. New
offices came in 1956 followed by the expansion of the workshops.
Technical School

The establishment of a Technical School in
Bagenalstown was in no small way due to
the efforts of the brothers Keenan and management. Following a number oflocal meetings, a meeting with a representative of the
Dept. of Education ensued. Present at the
meeting were John, Richard and Paddy
Keenan, John Kinsella (consultant engineer),
Milo Dundon (Managing Director) and
Monsignor Conway. Their efforts were
rewarded when in 1963 a six room technical
school was opened in Bagenalstown.
Structural steel

With the Technical School providing young
people with the necessary skills, Keenan
Bros. moved into the world of structural
steel. This led to further expansion and the
development of new methods of handling
and executing the work. Major innovation in
the field of hydraulics was introduced into
the production line. Gone were the days of
producing holes by the age old method of
drilling and using manpower to maneuver
the steel. It wasn't only the introduction of
hydraulics that they were involved in but
also the design and manufacture of most of
the components. The introduction of
hydraulics made the production line vastly
more efficient and indeed made Keenan
Bros. very competitive in structural steel
work. This was evidenced by the company
being commissioned to erect factories for
Ferrenka, Semperit, Pfizer etc.
Keenan Bros. through their consultant engineer, John Kinsella pioneered the tractor
front loader and the buck rake; both were
very much part of the farming scene in the
1960s.

Diversification
If the brothers Keenan had one fault it was
trying to do too much too soon with not
enough resources. In the area of diversification, innovation and love oflreland their attitude could be favourably compared with The
Irish Sugar Company of the 'forties through
the 'sixties under the leadership of General
Michael Joseph Costello who had a particular vision of Ireland; a particular vision for
its people. In fact their role model could
well have been William Dargan of railway
fame and one of Irelands greatest entrepreneurs who experimented with beet and cereal crops while at the same time pioneered
methods of land reclamation.

When they entered into the field of quarrying it
was a quarter of a century too soon. At that
time neither the technology or the many different outlets for cut limestone that we know
today were present. However, they were very
much into the manufacture of marble items,
ash trays, trophies, lamps etc. The marble fire
place was one of their specialities.
Fibre glass also attracted them. They manufactured corrugated roofing sheets which
was later developed further by Thompsons
of Carlow.
When they bought the Manor, and farm at
Dunleckney, Bagenalstown one could be forgiven for thinking they were going back to
their roots and fulltime farming. But no, it
was mainly bought with the intention of trying out new ideas. First came a piggery
which was the first of its kind. This was
quickly followed by the slatted floors for
sheep, a novel but simple idea at the time.
The container sheds as they were known
could accommodate up to three thousand
sheep at a time. This was very welcome
especially for the finishing of mountainy
sheep. The result being a better and quicker finished sheep and an enhanced market.
A factory for the manufacture of the slatted
floors was established in Borris. However,
the design was simple which lent itself to
copying by many.

Candles

The manufacture of candles was another
diversification. Again Borris was the location and today it's a thriving business
(Boramic) employing over forty people. The
business is run by members of John
Keenan's family.
Silage

In the early 1970s their attention turned to
experimenting with silage. Placing silage
together with a quantity of dry ice in a plastic bag had interesting possibilities. It was
found that much of the characteristics associated with silage making today were not
present. There was no waste, no heating and
most of all no effiuent. However, it was
never followed through.
Following the purchase of Sherrard's nine
agricultural machinery outlets, Keenan Bros.
of Bagenalstown had over six hundred
employees.
In 1980, Keenans brothers took a decision to
expand and modernise the Industrial
Division. A new fabrication works was built
after much study and research and incorporated the state-of-the-art methods in a fully
integrated layout.

Richard Keenan receiving the silver medal
for his design of the 'Easi Feeder' in the
early 1980sfrom Prince Philip at the Royal
Show in Stoneleigh.
The new works reflected the Company's
awareness of the need to provide their clients
with the best service possible. Particular
attention was paid to modem developments
in handling systems and the use of computer
related sawing and drilling operations.
The drawing office was staffed with qualified engineers and drafttsmen with a wealth
of knowledge in the design and detailing of
structural steelwork and cladding
Today it is a source of pride for the Keenan
brothers that so many of their former
employees received the necessary training
and confidence to set up their very own businesses.
Ceased trading
It came as a major blow to Bagenalstown
when Keenan Bros. ceased trading, in 1983.
John and Paddy Keenan went into retirement. Paddy has since gone to his eternal
reward. Richard, however, had branched out
on his own, in 1978 to pursue an idea he was
germinating on the feeding of cattle. At the
Keenan Works in Borris, he overcame many
obstacles to develop the Total Keenan Mixed
Ration Feeder or as it is better known as the
Diet Feeder.

Today, Keenans of Borris is a world recognised trading company under the directorship of Gerard Keenan. Employing 182 people, the company is exporting across the
world to such countries as Australia, New
Zealand, Germany, Poland, Russia, Great
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Britain and the Scandinavian countries, as
well as to Hungary, Latvia, Estonia, Egypt,
Japan, China, Korea and all of S/Africa
Retirement

Richard Keenan, now in his well earned
retirement possesses an extremely youthful
attitude which he attributes to his attachment
to magnets. At 84, he is an early riser and
loves to take an early morning walk in the
Mount Leinster.
An avid reader he continues to study magnotherapy and other energies. An excellent
conversationalist one can detect his love of
machinery and design with a mind still germinating ideas. Coupled with that, he is a
well travelled man with almost no country in
the world left to visit.
John Keenan at 82 years is still hale and
hearty and can be seen most days out walking by the river Barrow.
The Keenan family that grew up on a 50-acre
farm in Ballyroan, Co. Laois were conscious
of the poor standards prevailing in rural
Ireland at that time. It must be said that they
have made an enormous contribution to
eliminate those poor standards.

The Keenan high level front beet loader
The Keenan high level front beet loader
attracted much interest at the Sugar Beet
Demonstration at Dri.ffield, Yorkshire, in the
1950s. It was the only loader present capable of filling a 15-ton vehicle beyond water
level, and this it could do in 26 minutes.
On the same day Keenan s displayed their
silage transporter, which operated behind a

Taarup forage harvester.
Later the same year they displayed a full
range ofmachienary at the Smithfield Show
Jim English, famous half back on the great
Wexford hurling teams of the 1950s demonstrating the loader.

finally settling in Cloydagh, 3 miles from
Carlow town. He also spent short spells living on his farm in Wicklow. In the early
1960s he was instrumental in setting up the
light engineering casting company,
Precision Allies, in Ballyfermot, and on its
closure spent several years as Secretary of
the Institute of Engineers oflreland. The rest
of his working life was spent on various
engineering consultancy and farming projects. John died in 1998.

John Kinsella, B.E., A.F.R.A.e.S, C.Eng.
consultant engineer with Keenan Bros.

John Kinsella was born in Ballytimon,
Fenagh, County Carlow, in 1916. After
attending school in Newtown and
Muinebheag, he went to University College,
Dublin to study engineering. On graduation
he joined Napiers, a United Kingdom aeronautical company, where he worked on jet
engine design during and after World War II.
In the early 1950s he moved to Cranfield
College of Aeronautics as Professor in the Jet
Propulsion Department. During his time
there he started working with Keenans, and
continued working with them on and off for
many years thereafter until his retirement. In
the meantime, he returned to Ireland in 1959,
living first in Muinebheag, then Dublin, and

John Kinsella made the first speech which
effectively led to the establishment of the
RTCs - now the Institutes of Technology - at
an IVEA (Irish Vocational Education
Association) conference in Bundoran, Co.
Donegal, in 1961.

Gilbeys of Ireland Ltd., Dublin

This hand truck wheel was among the first
castings made by John Keenan.. The truck
still exists at Paddy Murphys Ratheadan,
Bagenalstown .

Producing steelwork of high quality and finish was only part of the job - Keenans ·also
appreciated the importance of having the
steelwork erected accurately and on programme. They employed only the experienced erection crews.
John Bielenberg, engineer, was part of the
Keenan operation for many years.
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Joe Christle
the Carlow connection
His mother was Johanna O'Keeffe
of Seskin, Leigh)inbridge. She married Jim Christle of Co. Offaly

•

Trade unionist
Sportsman
Republican
Accountant
Lawver
Lecturer

Park. At that time the NACA rules prevented West European countries from competing.
Never daunting, Joe brought over Russian,
East Germans, Poles and Czechoslovaks, a
corp delete of communist cyclists. For this
he was denounced from the pulpit. Again
Joe Christle
Ulick O'Connor tells us that this didn't take
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __. a feather out of him. He was doing what he
Trade unionist

believed in and doing it well.

In the 40s as an employee of the ESB, Joe
Christle led a bitter strike among his colleagues for better pay and conditions. It was
the first ever strike in the ESB and set the
standard for wage increases for other categories of workers to achieve.

Never-the-less, he remained true to the
Christian faith while abhorring any form of
religious discrimination.

He was twice elected to the statuary tribunal
of the ESB but due to a combination of factors he was excluded from its non-statuary
successor, the Industrial Council.
As a student in UCD in the 50s, almost a
decade, before similar occurrences on the
continent, he organised and led a march of
over 10,000 students and workers from
O'Connell Street to Leinster House in order
to protest about the lack of employment in
Ireland. It was the first important post war
mass demonstration in Dublin.

Sportsman and organiser
He was an inspired sportsman and a great
organiser. As a member of the NACA, he
found that the organisation had no outlet for
international competition, this led him to
found 'An Ras Tailteann' in 1953. From a
two day race to Wexford and back it developed into a 10 day event and would be met
by a crowd of over 30,000 in the Phoenix

His early schooling was at James Street and
O'Connell Schools, and throughout his
career he never wavered in his admiration
for the Christian Brothers.
It was he who started the Stephen's programme in 1972 to help the cream of Irish
cyclists get a start in continental cycling.

Republican
At the age of 26 in 1954, he became
embroiled in national politics and led raids
on two British Army Barracks at Omagh and
Enniskillen and sustained a bullet wound.
According to Ulick O'Connor (Sunday
Independent, June 14, 1998), Joe had been
liaising before these forays with a senior
British Army figure, General Eric Dorman
Smith who had been the architect of the victory at El Ala-mein and who lived at
Cootehill in Cavan. Between the pair of
them they felt that a military campaign could
be devised for the North of the sort which
had proved successful in guerrilla campaigns
elsewhere. When the IRA command rejected

Major-General Eric Dorman Smith, the
last British commander of the Carlow
Garrison in Carlow town, Ernest
Hemingway's truest friend and playmate
of John Charles McQuaid, later
Archbishop of Dublin.
He handed over the barracks in February
/922 to Carlowman, Major-General
James Li/is

See 'Carloviana' vol. 45 plO. 1997
Dorman Smith's plan, Joe, believing that the
alternative strategy would be innocuous,
eased himself out of active service. His plan
for Sinn Fein to take their seats in the Dail
didn't find favour either at that time with the
Ard Comhairle.
According to Richard Oakley (The Sunday
Tribune), when the British Government
refused to return the Hugh Lane paintings to
Ireland, Joe Christie decided to organise the
Cont. on p 13
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COLLIER'S

OF
8UNCLODY
ne of the most colourful characters and
indeed the most successful businessmen
in the southeast of Ireland in the 20th century was Thomas Joseph Collier of Bunclody,
better know as 'Jos'. He towered over all his
rivals and compatriots in the world of tractors, first of all with the Ferguson and then as
a loud encore, the lordly Nuffield, performing a feat, rare in the world at that time of
having the dealerships for the two most
sought after tractors of the time. In the wake
of World War 11 these two marques reigned
supreme and dominated the tillage lands of
south east of Ireland.

O

The Ferguson with its fingertip depth control
facility was the answer to the small farmers
prayer and escape from the drudgery and toil
of the single-sod horse plough and the noble
but laborious animals that powered it. As
time went by and more mechanical horsepower was required. the farmer's affection
for the little grey Ferguson ensured that he
did not part with it as he upgraded to a
Nuffield; he merely became a two tractor
entity.
In the world of Tractors and Machinery there
was little if anything, outside of Collier's
scope. Their garage and workshop at
Carrigduff, Bunclody gave employment to
some 50 workmen, many of them legends in
the trade. Bobbie Moulton, Martin Breen,
Albert Tuttv, Tom Brownrigg, Jack James.
Paddy and Isaac Brennan, Mike Wall etc.
were names to conjure with in those halcyon
days. They had taken like ducks to water to
the new technologies and mastered in a short
space of time, a discipline that would now
need a University education. Where ever
there was a tractor sale to be made. 'Jos'
Collier and Percy Lyons, of the main distributors, Booth Poole were on the scene like a
flash to extol and demonstrate the power and
economy of the Nuffield. At the London
Smithfield Show in 1954 where Jos accompanied the officers of the Bunclody Macra na
Feirme as winners of the National Efficiency
Competition, the Nuflield organisation who
had sponsored the competition, hosted a dinner for overseas visitors. Lord Nuffield
presided and in his post prandial sales pitch

to the assembly, remarked that ifhe could by
any means duplicate Jos Collier and Percy
Lyons a hundred times, all Europe would be
his oyster! We have no doubt at all about the
veracity of his words!
Jos, working with his illustrious Father,
Tom, and brother Leslie, built a state of the
art Car Sales & Service Garage at Ryland
Road, coupled with one of the most up to
date Machine Shops in the country. This was
in the era before the "throw it away" syndrome hit us. "If it can be repaired. Colliers
will do it" was the word on farmer's lips
every where in those days. Engine re-boring,
crank-shaft grinding and a host of other procedures were carried out in an ultra modem
workshop that brought customers from all
over Ireland to get their work done and marvel at the ingenuity of post war man. Tom
Collier spent his days in the workshop guiding, advising and encouraging his team to
ever-greater heights. If something, bugged
him - or them - he was known to stay at his
bench into the small hours or over the week
end until he had the problem solved. It was
said of Tom Collier that he could make a
knitting needle from a crank-shaft.
Across from the machine shop at Ryland
Road, was the sales area where Austin and
Morris motor cars ruled supreme in those
years. Previously, Colliers had been Ford
Dealers, and Jos had served his apprenticeship at the Cork headquarters and carried his
loyalty back to Bunclody to the Collier
workshops. Coupled with the sales area, was
an ultra modem Service and Repair garage
majestically presided over by Willie
Levingstone, one of the great masters of his
trade. This entity gave even better employment than the tractor department. In fact the
Colliers enterprises were the mainstay of
employment in Bunclody in those times.
In addition to this contribution to the prosperity of Bunclody through his business
efforts. Jos. with Berlin Weston and Rory
Murphy was responsible for the community
development that took place in the fifties,
sixties, and seventies. In 1957, Murphy was
responsible for the establishment of

Rory Murphy

Bunclody Farmers Co Operative Society,
dealing in grain, fertilisers and indeed all
farmer needs both purchases and sales
adding an all important element to the business of the town. Its grain department was of
significant importance in the southeast. The
enterprise had been built on Hall-Dare and
Collier lands.
Local landlord. R.W. Hall-Dare. gave this
trio the Market Square and the Mall, integral
and ancient features ofBunclody, in trust for
the benefit of the town. The trio developed
them as a new urban centre piece for the
town. They restored the Mall Stream, which
had run dry some time previously and
replaced with younger stock some of the 200
year old Lime Trees that now graced the
town centre but had once ran for a about one
mile up Carrigduff. They initiated an annual
Christmas Shopping blitz for the town and
pioneered Christmas Festival Lighting,
embracing, the whole town for a six-week
stint around the festival season annually.
This work was part of the plan for building
Bunclody into the prime-shopping town it
has become to day. Like most of Jos's
schemes, it worked and the result is plain to
see to day.
As time went by, Colliers extended to
Carlow and to Waterford where they replicated what they had done in Bunclody. They
also purchased the Edmunds Walker firm
that had been the main suppliers to their
engine re-boring and re-manufacturing business. This brought a nationwide dimension
to Colliers and gave them new fields of
activity as they moved into the 21st century.
Jos is Chairman of the company and with
son Arthur at the management helm the way
ahead for Colliers, is secure. It is a long
throw since he roared up the New Line on a
Sunday evening on his way back to Cork for
an early Monday morning session with management, then a regular engagement for all
those learning management skills in the Ford
academy. He was a regular week-end thorn
in the side of the carnival bosses who featured the then awe inspiring, "Wall of Death"
in their Carnival attractions. Jos soon conquered the skills for this daring, feat and the
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operators were careful to check if he were
amongst the audience before they made their
regular offer of £20 to anyone who could
ride the Wall of Death. Jos was only too
happy to have their £20 as spending money
for the week ahead in Cork.

vice the F and N models in the Fordson
range. Other models imported from the U.S.
and Britain and on which Colliers made their
mark were the Ivel, Saunderson, Austin, the
Whiting Bull, Overtime and Samson.
The onset of World War II in 1939 virtually
banished the motorcar from the roads for the
duration so Collier's concentrated on the
tractor element. There were some 500 tractors between counties Wexford and Carlow
and the parts of Wicklow and Kilkenny bordering, county Wexford.

Winding, the clock back a few years. Collier
was established in 1919 when Tom Collier, a
native of Kilbride, near Bunclody. returned
to his homeland after learning, the fundamentals of the Motor Trade from Tim
McCarthy, one of the first, Ford Dealers in
the country. Then as now, McCarthy was a
name to conjure with as far as Ford was concerned. Tom Collier began with a small
motor & bicycle repair shop in a converted
coach house at Bunclody. World War I was
barely over and the "troubles" had begun
with Wexford being in the middle of the
cauldron of the Irish "War of Independence"
followed by the Civil War that brought us up
to mid 1923. Colliers acquired a "Halford"
army truck on solid tyres. and entered the
haulage business. The hauled from the railheads at Fems, Enniscorthy and Carlow to
service Bunclody and its hinterland. This
business prospered until the haulage business was nalionalised in 1935. In the meantime, the teenage Jos had been packed off to
Cork as an apprentice to the Ford Motor
Company. Colliers were at that time agents
for the Mogul and Titan tractors from the
International Harvester Company in the
U.S.A. and were competent to repair and ser-

The compulsory tillage regulations during
that emergency created a strong, demand for
tractor power. Tractor imports were severely
restricted and Colliers roved the country
picking up second hand and abandoned tractors which they reconditioned and converted
from coil to magneto ignition. Government
regulations put a maximum price order on
tractors of £240. Colliers overcame this
obstacle when Jos devised the perfect solution: buy at £240, sell at £240 and merely
charge for the repairs. Perfectly legal and
above board and typical of the Jos Collier
solution to a man-made problem.

Cont from pll

Technology.

Joe Cristie

Before retiring he helped the late principal of
the college, James Hickey, win validation of
degree status for certain college courses.

removal of a number of the collection's prints
from the Tate Gallery. The press were tipped
off beforehand and the operation designed as
a practical joke, was a success. It left the
British and Irish governments in consultation
over the return of the paintings, which had by
then, had been innocently hidden.

He had a great interest in horse racing and in
his time was the proud owner of two horses,
Double On and Le Ciel.

After World War II, Jos was able to build his
dream workshop at Bunclody re-conditioning car and tractor engines and engaging in
what was then hi tech engineering, in the
Bunclody workshops. The basic tools available at that time were lathes and drills but

Joe Christle died on 29 March, 1999 and is
buried in Kilmessan cemetery.

Lecturer
By the early 60s Joe Christle had been
appointed as lecturer in Law and
Accountancy at the College of Commerce in
Rathmines, Dublin.

From the diaries of Michael Nolan

Seamus O'Tuathail had this to say: A generation will remember Christie's flamboyant
style of lecturing in subjects like constitutional or company law, while his colleagues
will recall his gift for organisation and attention to detail which powered the expansion
of the range and number of courses offered
by the College of Commerce, later a constituent unit of the Dublin Institute of

The recent death in St. Paul, of Michael
Nolan father of the Nolan brothers, recalls an
incident of his youth, that had infinitely
greater bearing on the world of science than
such instances usually have. Among the
schoolmates of Mr. Nolan in Ireland, the
land of his birth, was a boy named Tyndall,
and the two boys were particularly good

A Bay NAMED TYNDALL

Jos needed a crankshaft grinder, for which
there was a three years delivery wait. Jos
went travelling looking for the tools he needed. He found a Danish company based in
Arhus who, for a price, had a two month
delivery regime. Colliers bought and
installed the machinery that put Bunclody on
a par with Dublin and Cork for major engine
reconditioning. Indeed they took in surplus
work from these two places and kept
Bunclody busy, sometimes on a two shift
regime. Their updated equipment included a
cylinder boring, bar a radial drill; gear
milling machines; surface grinder; crankshaft grinders and a 60 ton press. No need
now to keep up with the Joneses: they were
the Joneses!.
Alongside the Austin-Morris dealership.
Colliers acquired a Ferguson Dealership in
1947, this later became a Massey-Ferguson
franchise which included MF combine harvesters and balers. In 1950 they took on the
Nuffield dealership, first with the TYO
Universal model and then with the Perkins
diesel. They began by selling, one Nuflield
per week and soon upped the ante giving rise
to Lord Nuflield's remark quoted above.
These were halcyon days for Bunclody and
for Colliers. More than anything Jos Collier
brought a sense of"can do" t9 Bunclody and
the garage industry. That is the legacy he and
his late father left to us all.

friends. Among the many pleasures they
enjoyed together was boating on a stream
near their home. One day they found that a
party of surveyors had broken the lock to
their boat and appropriated the boat to their
own use. The boys remonstrated with them,
and in so forcible a manner that one of the
instruments belonging to the surveyors was
broken. None of the party seemed able to
make the repairs necessary, and young Nolan
told them that his companion was probably
able to fix it for them. They depreciated the
idea that a country youth should be able to
do so delicate a job, but were finally prevailed upon to let him try. This he refused to
until they had reimbursed him for the lock
they had broken and apologized for laughing
at his ability. Very much to their surprise he
repaired the instrument. When the surveyor
returned to Dublin he told of the genius he
had met in the country, and young Tyndall
was sought out and given a chance to further
show his skill and ability in a wider field.
That is where he got his start, and the world
is now greatly indebted to him, as Prof.
Tyndall, for much advancement in the field
of science.
From: The Mississippi Valley Lumberman
October 04, 1895 page 18
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Carlow <Past
and <Present
Annie Parker-Byrne

ecalling times and how things really
were can be difficult with different people remembering the same things differently.
Likewise for places that, at one time, were
taken for granted but are now no more or
have changed beyond all recognition. So it is
with many of the open spaces that Carlow
town once had. The loss of many green
spaces, in the name of progress, is hard to
imagine and indeed the memory of these will
die in due course as the people who re-collect them, as they were, are no more.

R

This essay will deal with a few of the open
spaces now gone but not forgotten.
I.
The island Located between the River Burrrn
and the Mill Stream, which used to flow at
the rear of the Little Barrack Street Houses at
the end of their long gardens. This was a
substantial piece of ground and was used for
playing "Cowboys and Indians" in the greenery and much use was also made of the golden sands near the Weir. The Little Barrack
Street residents each had their own access to
The Island either by way of bridge, stepping
stones or indeed for the lucky few, a boat.
The owners brought the children, me among
them, up the River Burrin in these boats and
it was a treat for us and indeed for all the
children of the area. The lower part of The
Island near what is now the bus/car park
entrance, was cultivated by Dan Conlon of
Brownshill, who sowed the land with vegetables. Dan was father to Nora, now Mrs.
Nora James, wife of Robin, who is an active
member of the Boat Club and has been all
his life.

After the River Burrin was diverted the
Island became no mans land for many years.
Hanover Bridge spanning the River Burrin
was opened in 1971 and the Mill Stream
dried up and became the rockery or dyke of
the Little Barrack Street Houses, now known
as Gallipot. The boat trips ended but until the
l 990's The Island was still accessed by the
residents via a gate from the junction of
Barrack Street/Hanover Road and Little

Barrack Street. The local authority took over
the land and developed it as a bus and car
park. A security fence was put in place at the
boundary of the Park and the private property of the Little Barrack Street houses. On the
bus/car park side of this fence the local
authority also provided a "berm" which was
to help reduce the noise from the vehicles
using the bus/car park and this was planted
with trees and shrubs with varying degrees
of success.
The Island is therefore no longer there to
enjoy but the Old Weir, the River Burrin and
the Gallipot Houses still remain. These houses, some 200 years old with their cobblestone
footpath and single storey terraced cottages,
are the last remaining type and style of these
cottages left in Carlow Town from that era.
2.
The Fair Green with access from
Staplestown Road (McDarby's) and Paupish
Lane was also a childrens playground with
plenty of grass and sheep pens to play in and
around. It later became the Cattle Mart,
belonging to Leinster Marts Ltd, who disposed of their interest in the property in the
late l 990's and the sheep pens and buildings
were demolished in 2000 to make way for a
supermarket, yet to be commenced. The Fair
Green Dump, currently a football pitch for
New Oak Estate is to have a new State of the
Art Theatre erected on it. With the parking
necessary for both these projects the open
space and green area will be greatly diminished.
3.
Paupish Lane used to be "Countryside with
Cattle" just two minutes from the town centre. Up past the access from Paupish Lane
(now Sunset View), were "Bevlar" Nolan's
(now Angler's Walk) fields and fields owned
by Johnny Power, Pollerton Road (now Old
Burrin) where one of the "Seven Springs"
flowed fast and clean. People used to come
from "all over" to collect this water and to
gather the watercress that grew alongside the
spring. Other landowners in the area were

Lawlers, 'The Plough', Tullow Street and
Corcorans, Barrack Street now built upon
and known as Hanover Crescent and Dargan
lawns respectively. The Hill Field (now part
of Old Burrin), so called due to the fact that
its hill was was ideal for "rolling down" and
parents could watch their children play in
safety. Facing these fields across "The Lane"
was the Old River Burrin - the New Burrrn
was the far side of the railway line and usually accessed via the Tullow Road. The Old
Burrin was Carlow's swimming area, kept
beautifully clean and was home to many
families from early morning to late evening,
weather permitting. People picnicked here
and brought plenty of food with them and
made lemonade from crystals and spring
water from Johnny Power's well to quench
their thirst. Nobody went to Tramore or
Courtown in those days but a day out was
spent at the Old Burrin enjoying natures
bounty. There were only 5 houses on the
Lane in those days in the l 950's - Jones
Cottage ( now end of Sunset View), Kelly's
(now demolished and the property of the
Carlow Town Council), Lennons of The
Mill, still standing, Brennans Cottage (now
Cois Abhainn) and Murphy's, also still standing.
Today all the fields have disappeared under a
slew of housing estates containing upward of
1000 houses abutting Paupish Lane - now
Burrin Road, which begins where Little
Barrack Street, "Gallipot" ends and the
Burrin and its Banks are no longer the inviting places they once were in times past.
Thompson's Fields - Located at the far side
of the Old River Burrin has also changed.
The "Raspberry Fields" are now housing
estates accessed from Hanover. Thompson's
Steel Works occupied "the Field" when it
vacated its previous location at Hanover
Works ("The Gaol"), now Superquinn. Part
of "The Field" became Doyle's Arboretum
which for many years created a very pleasant
vista across the Burrin before they relocated
to Leighlinbridge and the site became another supermarket - Aldi with its attendant car
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parking in May of this year. Thompson's are
understood to be considering relocating
again, presumably to allow for further development. Let us hope the absence of green
areas in the locality and adjacent to the
Burrin River will be taken into account when
and such development is proposed. Hanover
Park, between roadway and Tesco
Supermarket, is a relatively small green
area and contained within it is a smaller
encl~sed play area for young children. The
River Burrin flows past this Green and it is
pleasant to walk alongside the river in this
area. Looking back we had a lot of green
areas and fields but the needs of people for
houses and workplaces puts pressure on
green areas wherever they are. It is therefore
important that we treasure what we have and
do not allow green areas to be swallowed up
unless there is good reason. It is nice to be
nostalgic about the past but our present is our
childrens past. Will they have any green
areas in Carlow to look at or will it all be
swallowed for development.
It never ceases to amaze me how quickly
people forget and unless records are made of
the past it is likely that future generations
will have no idea how things have changed
over the last century. By the next issue of
'Carloviana' what further changes will have
been wrought and what memories will have
been forgotten? It is important that local history and details of activities be recorded
because it is only by looking at where we've
been can we really know who we are and
where we've come from. What of the future?
Carlow has to a greater or lesser extent
become a dormitory town for Dublin and the
greater Dublin area. This means people live
in, but rarely see Carlow, as they must leave
at ungodly hours of the morning to beat the
traffic and return late at night. They can
know little of the town they live in other than
the necessities, shops/schools and church.
The only way they will know about their
adopted town is through records and the
information their children may learn in
school. Teachers, particularly those with an
interest in local history, are an invaluable
source of information which they can pass
on to their pupils. Projects involving the
research of times past in Carlow encourage
an interest in the place where people and
their children live.
This trip down memory lane will be of particular interest to the people who remember
things as they were and especially to those of
our exiles living abroad. 'Carloviana' helps to
keep memories alive and is an ideal gift at any
time of the year. I hope the editors and contributors to the Annual keep up the good work
with members and other interested parties.
May Good bless all and may 2003 be a Holy,
Happy and Prosperous New Year for all.

Gallipot Lane - Carlow
Taken in the snow - I 940
Spire seen in the distance.
Roof & chimney of the old Sacred Home appears behind the 30ft. wall .
The building was originally the Military Barracks dating to the I 8th. century.

May Fair
at Leighlin
hereas the May Fair held at
Leighlin bridge, in the County
of Carlow is well known, by all
dealers of cattle, to be a leading and capital Fair in said County: And whereas the
Fair held in said town on every twenty5th. day of September, has, for some time
past, been neglected. Now we whose
names are hereunder subscribed, being
sensible of the great utility arising from
said Fair, do hereby give this public
notice, that we will, for the future, constantly attend at the SEPTEMBER FAIR,
and give it all the aid in our power. Given
under our hands this 4th day of May 1768.

W

William Vigors,
William Bernard,
Frank Bernard,
Thomas Gurly,
Thomas Bennet,
Edward Cooper,
Nathaniel Evans,
William Garrett,
James Brewster,
Matt. Humphrey,

John Humphry,
John Gorman,
Henry Brewster,
Amyas Thomas,
James Fitzpatrick,
Thomas Fitzpatrick,
Edward Butler,
James Buttler,
Humphrey Perkins,
Theo. Perkins

N.B. The September Fair is Custom Free
and will be held this year on Saturday the
24th, the 25th falling on Sunday.
Leinster Journal 25/3/1767

Thoroughbred She

GREENRIDGE
Will stand this season at Carlow on Thursdays,
at Reddy's Hotel; remainder of week at
Old Leighlin.
Gentlemen's Mares, £3.3s; Farmers' £2.2s, and
2s 6d, to groom, to be paid at first service
REENRIDGE by Greenfield out of
Burgage, by St. Ronan out of Athy,
by Knight of the Garter out of Gazelle,
Greenfield by Lothario out of Lady Lynbury
by the Casmir out of Crystal by Crozier
Greenridge is own brother to Greenhill,
which was sold for £200 to Mr. C. D. Rue. and
ran very forward in the Liverpool Grand
National twice and won races over all distances
on the first and over country; he won, amongst
other races, steeplechases of £200 at Sandown
Park, three miles, beating Fabulist at equal
weights; he also ran second to Levallin at
Hawnthom Hall for steeplechase of £500. He
won three steeplechases this season. It will be
seen from above that this horse comes from the
best strain to get hunters, as his sire, Greenfield,
got more good horses than any horse in Carlow
for a long time. Greenridge is now five years
old, a black horse, over 16 hands high, remarkably good looking, and was passed sound by
Thomas Lambert, V.S., Dublin, and looked
strong enough to cany 15 stone with hounds.
MICHAEL FOLEY
12/05/1902
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MARY LEADBEATERREBEL & WOMAN
OF PEACE.
Rev. Dermot McKenna

Ballitore School was founded by Abraham Shackleton. He was born
in Yorkshire, the youngest son of six children, to Richard, and Sarah,
on 27th August 1696. His mother died when he was six, and his
father two years later. As a young man, he was very religious, and
studious. He became the assistant teacher in the school of David Hall
of Skipton. Later he came to Ireland as a private tutor to two Quaker
families, William Cooper of Cooper Hill, Ballickmoyler, Co Laois,
and John Duckett of Duckettgrove, Carlow.
These two encouraged him to set up his own school. On 1st March
1726, he decided to establish his school in Ballitore, Co Kildare, and
opened with thirty-eight pupils. He advertised the school in this way.
"Abraham Shackelton informs his friends, and the public that being
placed guardian over the morals of the youth under his care, he
declines, from conscientious motives, to teach that part of the academic course which he considers injurious to morals, and subversive of
sound principles, those authors who recommend in seducing language, the illusions of love and the abominable trade of war. Those
who design their sons for the College will take their measure accordingly. He professes to fit the youth for business, and instructs them in
polite literature. His terms are Six Pounds per quarter, no entrance
money demanded."
The boys learnt "the classics, and history, mathematics, and geography, English literature, and the art of writing a composition." The
school flourished, and included some famous names amongst its past
pupils. Edmund Burke, the parliamentarian, who entered in 1741,
and later went to study in Trinity College, Dublin. His statue stands
at the front gate of the College. He, and his brother became close
friends of Mary Leadbeater. Paul Cullen entered the school in
1813,and stayed for four years, and later became the first Irish
Cardinal. Also Napper Tandy, the revolutionary who attended the
school inl 749. His son was later to serve as a policeman in Timolin
in the early nineteenth century.
In 1756 he was succeeded by his son Richard Shackleton. He had
studied at Ballitore with his lifelong friend Edmund Burke, and had
completed his education at Trinity College which was unusual for a
Quaker at that time. He appointed as the new French teacher, William
Leadbeater, who was to marry his daughter, Mary.
Mary Leadbeater was born in 1758. She herself enrolled in the school
in 1802. The roll has been preserved. It indicated that she entered on
6th December or as the Quaker tradition declares 12.6. The school
had been closed for a few years, but was reopened by James White
who was married to her niece, Lydia. She was the first, and only

female pupil at the school, and was quite a mature student. This
would have been considered to be an unusual step.
She was to lead a remarkably interesting life, being concerned with
life in her village, and the people there. She was What one could
describe as a neutral observer of the events of 1798, and the suffering of family, and neighbours. In her book " the Annals of Ballitore
"she gives a vivid account of the events of 1798 in Ballitore, and the
surrounding countryside. We hear an account oflife during the rebellion from a woman who was a Quaker. The book concludes two years
before her death in 1824.
She describes hearing the news of the attempted French invasion at
the end of 1796. She, and her husband William were in Carlow for
the monthly meeting of the Friends.
"Snow had fallen last night. The passing of expresses, the various
reports, and above all the uncertainty increased the panick. Tom P.
came from Ballitore, informs us that our house had been thronged
with soldiers last night, on their march, and more were expected.
Under these tumultuous impressions, we went to meeting. Mary
Ridgeway spoke of, when the judgement of the Lord are in the earth,
the people learn righteousness. John Grubb spoke of the coming of
the day of the Lord. After meeting it really was a confused scene!
Friends, some going, some endeavouring to go, and other concluding
upon staying, their horses being prest, and no carriage to be had, the
weather very cold, the soldiers thronging into streets, and those who
parted uncertain whether they should be permitted to meet in quiet
again".
Their house was searched for firearms. The Kings' Militia who were
well-liked by the locals were replaced by the Tyrone Militia who
were orangemen. Later the house was plundered, and searched for
seditious papers. Earlier Mary had burnt a squib that she had kept in
her desk. Generally the Friends did not apply for protection because
they had doubts about the proprietary of applying for armed protection.
In despair Col Keating, the local Squire, left Narraghmore. Mary felt
apprehensive about the future. The Suffolk Fencibles, and the
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Ancient Britons, two groups of Militia who dressed in blue with
much silver lace, " a very pretty sight", joined the Tyrone Militia in
Balli tore. They seized the smiths' tools to prevent them making
pikes, and arrested the smiths. Owen Smith, and his brother walked,
handcuffed, and in tears, behind the cart carrying their tools.
The entrances to the village were guarded by the militia. The village
now resounded with the shrieks of the suffering. Military from Naas
arrived, and arrested twelve locals, lodging them in Naas Jail. Six
yeomen were arrested, and sent to Dunlavin, and later shot. Some
locals suspected the Friends of being unsupportive because they did
not join in jeering at the yeomanry prisoners. The military threatened
that if the arms which the insurgents had seized, were not returned,
the whole neighbourhood would be burnt.
On May 25th 1798, the soldiers quartered in Ballitore were ordered
to march to Naas. The Suffolk Fencibles marched out, leaving nine
men at the Mill which was their Barracks, to guard their luggage. The
Tyrone Militia followed them. There was much confusion in the village. Shortly afterwards the Tyrone Militia were ambushed in
Narraghmore wood, and many on both sides fell.
Dr. Johnson was called to Narraghmore to attend the wounded, and
his horse, and medical equipment were stolen by the rebels who took
Ballitore. Mary gave them bread, and milk. The Canny" an elderly
man, cut the loaf for her, and they left her in peace. The rebels met
some of the wives of the soldiers who were in the Mill, and told them
that their husbands' lives would be spared if they surrendered.
Instead the women ran shrieking to warn the soldiers who fled. One
rebel was shot. The soldiers were overpowered, and the one who shot
the rebel, was shot in tum. Soldier, and rebel lay beside each.
People asked Mary for any item of green clothing. She told them that
"she could not join any party". Richard Yates, son of Squire Yates of
Moone ,yeoman, was taken prisoner. Despite the pleas of Fr Cullen,
P.P., he was shot, and piked. The insurgents eventually left, and
placed carts on the bridge as a barricade against the army, taking two
of their horses, and setting some houses on fire. Their numbers had
increased to quite a large crowd, and they moved to Castledermot.
Here the yeomanry fired at them from the upstairs windows, and they
left.
Meanwhile Mary, and a friend went to visit a sick neighbour. Out of
curiosity they look over a wall to find the body of Richard Yeates.
This discovery upset Mary, and for some time she thought her food
"tasted of blood". Sometimes she woke up at night, and stretched out
her hand to make sure her husband was by her side.
The insurgents seized any horse they could find, abusing, and " galloping them without mercy". One of them came looking for her husband, armed with a pistol. When he could not find him downstairs,
he ran upstairs where the children were in bed. His intention was to
put them in front as a shield. Her brother had already been taken prisoner for the same purpose. The rebel then left, but threatened to burn
them out if they did not take up arms.
Delivery carts with goods from Dublin for the shopkeepers, were
robbed, and used as barricades. The Friends provided food, and shelter for all. In her brother's house "the insurgents brought their
wounded, and prisoners, women of soldiers, and a loyal officer". Her
own house was filled with people, looking for food, and shelter. She
was afraid that it would be used to shoot the soldiers, and was no
longer safe for her family. She packed a small trunk with clothes, and
some personal letters. She wore "two pairs of pockets"!
They heard about the troubles elsewhere, and of the terrible slaughter in Carlow. A prominent Friend, John Bewley, tried to negotiate

between with Col Campbell, and the rebels. Col Campbell demanded six hostages to guarantee the surrender of arms bi,:fore noon of the
next day. The rebels could not decide on the hostages, and the time
passed. The attempt to bring peace failed. Mary, and her friends
believed that they had been given a respite, and slept soundly.
At three am they heard that the army were coming, and could soon
see the I 9th Dragoons galloping from Carlow. Soon they heard shots.
Some soldiers stopped at her house, and asked for milk, and water.
Unknown to her at the time, her brother, and some Friends had gone
to meet the troops. John Bewley, one of the Friends, held a letter
from Col Campbell, and gave it to Major Dennis, and told him that
they were prisoners. Major Dennis informed them that otherwise
they would have been shot.
He then cancelled his order to his troops that they were to "fire on
any man in coloured clothes".
Col Campbell's men marched out of Athy, and took Narraghmore,
destroying Col Keating's new house. Soon they entered Ballitore,
with cannon. Mary was horrified at the thought of cannon in
Ballitore! The insurgents fled, leaving the town to the mercy of the
soldiers. For two hours the soldiers attacked the town. Many houses
were set on fire, and plundered. Soldiers sometimes insulted her, and
accused her "of poisoning the milk! One of them raised a musket to
her, and threatened to kill her. She fled in terror, but some neighbours
threw him out. She mentions "a fat tobacconist from Carlow who sat
on one of her chairs, and talked boastingly of the exploits performed
by the military whom he had accompanied. " we burnt one fellow in
a barrel". She was disgusted "at his attitude".
Doctor Johnson had been tireless in his efforts to bring peace, and
calm to Ballitore. He treated all who were wounded. For a while he
stayed in part of Mary's house. Next morning he was arrested by the
soldiers, and after a brief court martial, was shot. Mary looked down
from her bedroom window, and saw his dead body. She was horrified! She had known him since she was a child. She, and some of the
women then went to see his wife, Maria. She did not know that he
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Early the following year robbers returned, and got very drunk. They
broke into nearly every house, and threatened her husband who managed to escape. But they hit one of their friends, Anne Doyle, and
wounded her. The robbers then fled. Next day, some of the Clare
Militia arrived to protect them. "We could now sleep in our beds
without fear or disturbance". The country was still suffering from
unrest, and disorder. Armed men accompanied the mail-coach, and
other carriages. Large stones were collected on the upper windowsills of the houses of the gentry to prevent attack by robbers. This
unrest led to a shortage of food. The family fed many people who
would otherwise have starved. They had a large stock of potatoes
which they used to feed the poor

was dead until one of the Tyrone Militia burst into her house, and
boasted about it. He wanted to cut off her head! They made arrangements to bury the doctor. At first he was buried in his clothes some
of which were plundered. Later a coffin was obtained, and hi~ body
prepared for burial.
The countryside for miles around Ballitore showed signs of war, and
destruction- burnt houses, and neglected fields. "The streets of
Ballitore were strewed with broken glass, and earthenware, ground
down by the trampling of fleet".
People who were afraid to stay in the county took refuge with the
garrison in Athy. The situation was no better in Carlow. When Mary,
and her husband attended the monthly meeting of Friends, everyone
seemed very upset, esp two women who sat in front of the open window " pale, and immovable". "An attack from the insurgents was
expected that night, and yeomen hurried to, and fro with weapons in
their hands" Everyone was talking about the conflict, and were
delighted to return to the peace of Ballitore.
They heard about the battles of Vinegar Hill, and other places, and
were relieved that the troubles of Ballitore were over. Most of their
neighbours who had been in prison in Naas, were released. Mary was
asked to write a note on behalf of one of the prisoners. Even though
she was a woman, it was accepted because she was a Quaker.
"Quakers tell the truth, and was from a Quaker". He was released.
Robbery, and theft in the area became widespread. Demands for wine
were made at her Mother's house. The mail coach was burnt and
horses taken from the field.
'
One evening in October, she, and her husband went to visit their
friends, Mary, and Anne Doyle. They discovered that armed men
were in the house who robbed their friends, but did not injure them.
They stayed the night with the Mary, and Anne who were very upset.
They discovered that their own house had also been robbed. Amongst
the missing items were three letters sent to Mary by Edmund Burke.
A few days later the robbers returned, looking for money, but soon
left. Many of the inhabitants left Ballitore. Some went to Dublin or
Athy. Her husband decided that her mother, their two children, and
Mary should stay in Carlow for a while. Mary very reluctantly
agreed. She could not relax in Carlow, and was afraid that the town
would be attacked. One night the sound of a horn woke her up, and
she became alarmed, but it was only the mail-coach. They decided to
return home where repairs to the house, and other buildings were in
progress.
However another tragedy was soon to strike them. Her little daughter, Jane, who was four, was sent upstairs to her Grandmother's room
with a candle which set her clothes on fire. Twenty-four hours later
she died from her burns.

In 1801, her brother closed the School. Numbers had been in decline
since the rebellion, and many of the pupils were taken home for their
own safety. Two sons of Samuel Haughton of Carlow were the last to
board there. However the school was reopened in 1807 by James
White who was married to her young niece, Lydia. One of the first
pupils was James Haughton, another son of Samuel Haughton.
The school's numbers rapidly increased, and resumed its former
activities inc the garden, the ball alley, games of marbles were
played, and spinning tops were enjoyed. Eight of the older boys
began to compile a newspaper, and some of them even wrote poems.
For the first time ever the school closed for a month's summer vacation, and the village missed them.
Mary makes the following apt comment about the summer weather
that year. "The beginning of this summer was hot, and dry; as usual
the Irish farmer pined for the want of rain which came abundantly
when the harvest should be got in. The wheat suffered from mildew
'
and from a small fly".
Ballitore join in the celebrations for the fiftieth anniversary of
George 111 's reign. She tells us that the mail coach from Dublin was
brilliantly lit, and people stayed up all night to admire the view.
"Young Bruen of Carlow celebrated the Jubilee by paying the debts
on those confined for small sums in the jail of that town"
Her dear niece, Lydia White, died that spring at twenty-five years of
age. This was a big blow for her. She remarked on the fall of a greater
part of the wall of Carlow Castle on February l 3th,and pointed out
that it was providential that it was on the first day of the week that
the two towers fell, and narrowly missed killing two women.
Mary frequently refers to the problems caused by bad weather leading to a bad harvest, and food shortage. By contrast the sum~er of
1811 was very warm. Mary states that this was accounted for "by the
breaking up of the ice at the North Pole, the accumulation of which
was thought of later years to have affected our climate" She had been
told that floating islands of ice had been seen in the Atlantic". A
friend of hers had been passed by two large ice-bergs while on a voyage to New York. Is it possible that Mary was referring to the modern concept of global warming?
In early August that year her brother caught a chill, caused by removing his flannel vest. Thus was to prove fatal. Mary was very upset at
this death!
She makes little reference in her journal to religious bigotry. Yet in
1818 she describes a quarterly Quaker meeting which was held in
Carlow. The meeting was conducted by candlelight. When they left
the hall, mud was thrown at them, and the women were attacked.
Some of them were kicked, and dirt thrown at them. Others had pins
stuck into them. However the people of Carlow resented this behaviour. One of the rioters was sent to prison for a while, and a local
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priest condemned their behaviour from the altar.
Her journal ended in 1824, and she died two years later.
Permeating her writing is her deep Christian faith. As a Quaker, she
was opposed to the violence of both sides in 1798. Yet she had great
empathy for those who struggled for liberty, fraternity, and equality.

relationship with their Catholic neighbours. Unlike the Anglo-Irish,
the Friends of Ballitore were farmers, millers, and esp neighbours
.The Friends realised that they shared a common identity with their
Catholic neighbours.
Mary had contacts with radical thinkers. She was a great admirer of
Edmund Burke who had been her grandfather's pupil. Another person was her friend, Robert Grubb
He encouraged her to get involved in the anti-slavery movement.
This he did by giving her, and her sister, Sally, a pamphlet on slavery. "I really hear in this little book, especially when the strong arguments in favour of individual forbearance from the use of the produce are produced, we are called upon in a civil capacity to beware
of being accessory to murder, and robbery". She passed the pamphlet
on to a visiting friend from Dublin, Molly Bewley, so that it could be
reprinted there. It was distributed throughout the network of female
Friends. It had some surprising results. Mary received a letter from
Molly with this sentence" We hear of members leaving off sugar by
reading". "This pamphlet has had a good effect on many in Mt
Mellick, that even our dear little John won't take sugar in his tea
since he hears that this little black boy is hurt in getting it for us".
At a women's quarterly meeting in September 1793, it was suggested that "cotton should be boycotted" Instead woollens should be used
"which save much trouble in washing". Opinion was divided on the
wisdom of such a boycott
Mary Leadbeater was one of the leaders of the anti-slavery campaign. It is an indication of her radicalism, and of her concern for the
slaves which sprang from her Christian beliefs.

A front view of Mary Ledbeater s home now the County Library in
Ballitore

She, and her husband at one time thought of leaving Ireland, and
going to live in France. She also campaigned against capital punishment.
She remained impartial throughout the troubles. She, and her fellow
Quakers refused to fight on either side as it was not in accordance
with their beliefs. They also refused military protection, and would
not celebrate the capture of rebels, opening their doors to the wounded, and refugees from both sides. At the time of the rebellion, she was
forty years old, the mother of three children, and an author. Even
though she was a pacifist, and a lifelong member of the Society of
Friends, her sympathies lay with radical republicanism. As a Quaker,
she would not have been part of the Protestant Ascendancy. They did
not pay tithes to the established Church or serve on juries. Their
belief in non-violence meant that could not join or support the volunteers, the militia or the yeomanry.
However they maintained close links with the family, and members
of the Friends in England. They would have attended meetings eg
the London General meeting of the Society.
Because they were so different from the Anglo-Irish, they had a good

She has been described a peaceful rebel. She was in favour of equality amongst all social classes. This was due to her beliefs as a Quaker.
The philosophy of the French revolution with its stress on liberty,
equality, and fraternity found a ready response in her heart. But her
Quaker upbringing made her espouse peace, and not violence. The
French revolution soon deteriorated into an orgy of blood-letting.
Instead she advocated the way of peace as a way of revolution. Like
Ghandi in the last century, she was an advocate of non-violence.
Ireland of 1798 was not ready for such a radical approach.
She made an amazing contribution to political philosophy in her
time. She was a radical, and yet a devout Quaker. As such, she was
an inspiration for men, and women in later generations.
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A talk to the Old Carlow Society in the 1950s

Before the introduction of Christianity these
lands were inhabited and cultivated by a vigorous and resourceful people. Their monuments, the means available to us whereby we
can learn how they lived, include the cromlech (dolmen) at Kernanstown (Browne's
Hill) which has the largest capstone in
Europe, estimated to weigh over one hundred
tons. This impressive tomb has been damaged through the subsidence of some of the
pillars supporting the flat capstone. A better
preserved example is the giants grave at
Haroldstown on the road from Tullow to
Rathvilly. There is an important group of
Gallans or standing stones in the north
Carlow district. These pillars standing some
Patriotism is a virtue which everyone considseven or eight feet high had a ceremonial
ers to be admirable but which few trouble to
purpose and were associated with religious
acts. Legends have grown about them such
analyse. Few children escape from the school
room without encountering Horace's adage.
as that at Ardristan said to haye been thrown
Monsignor P. J. Brophy
at a witch by Fionn Mac Cool from the top of
Mount Leinster. Fluttings at the top of the
Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori!
pillar are supposed to be imprints of the
What a fine and noble thing it is to die for
ones country! Are we always sufficiently convinced of the impor- giants hand. Quite close to this stone but nearer to Ahade is the
tance of living for our country? It is common place today that rural remarkable holed stone, Cloch-a-Phoill to which popular superstition
life the backbone of our social stability, is threatened, is in danger attributed curative properties. Niall of the Nine Hostages wreaked
because so many of our young people do not value their advantage of cruel vengeance on an enemy by tying him to this stone to which he
rural security. We seem to hear so much about the drawbacks. It is was chained. After many years he escaped to France and there bided
undoubtedly true that home, neighbourhood, townland and parish are his time until Niall arrived on a plundering expedition.From a vanfor us the heart and soul of that greater unit that we all have our coun- tage point in the forests of the Loire he slew his persecutor. Burial
try. "Breathes there a man with soul so dead" ..... The traditions and sites or cists often contain valuable items placed in the grave along
historical background to our parish should be dear to us because of side the deceased such as food vessels, ornaments and weapons.
our association with our family and friends; they are the roots from
which we spring. Local history then is seen to be a natural develop- A remarkable relic of the invasions is to be seen at Rathgall or
ment for our love of the fundamental attachments of family and rathgeal as it is sometimes called. This extensive fortress or fortified
parish. The man who is ignorant of the history of his county cannot camp, though not as spectacular as the well known Dun Aengusa on
have a proper appreciation of its past achievements nor can he fully Aran is a fine example of c prehistoric fort. It is said to be one of the
understand its present circumstances. A person without pride in the towns marked on Ptolemy's map of Ireland.
past can have little hope for the future. Many years ago Camden, the
English historian penned this convincing defense of local history. The coming of St. Patrick marks a very clear division between the era
'Some there are he wrote"who cry down the study of antiquity with of written history and the uncertain interpretation of the course of
much contempt as too serious a search after what is past: whose Irish prehistory. This is due to the fact that our island never formed
authority as I shall not altogether slight, so I shall not much regard part of the Roman Empire (and in consequence experienced none of
their judgement. So am I wholly without reasons sufficient to gain its civilising benefits). Hence the introduction of Christianity marked
the approbation of men of honesty and integrity, who value the hon- the development of European influences, for St. Patrick brought new
our of their native Country, by which I can recommend to them in enthusiasms and new impetus to the study of letters and the growth
these studies a great deal of pleasure and satisfaction of mind... But of arts. It is a task of piety but one that has baffied many an earnest
if there are such people to be found who would be strangers to learn- student of the period to follow the journeyings of St. Patrick throughing and their own country, and foreigners in their own cities, let them out the land .. Certain it is that he passed through this region and at
Bestfield is said to have spent a time in penance. Some holy wells
please themselves. I have not written for such humours."
dedicated to him may mark stopping places as at Kellistown. His
Our own county, although the second smallest in Ireland, is full of favoured disciple made foundations here: St. Fiacc at Sleaty where a
memorials testifying to an exciting and varied history. Within easy great monastic school grew up and St. Iserninus, his nephew was
reach ofus are some of the most interesting historical monuments of made bishop at Aghade. Dermot MacMurrough founded an Abbey
our country. There are representative remains in stone, metal and tim- for Augustinian nuns here in the XI century. Just outside Carlow at
Killeshin there is a remarkable doorway which marks the site of a
ber of the great formative periods oflreland's history.
he essence of history is in inquiry, the
spirit of curiosity. The father of history
Herrodotus, one of the most delightful story
tellers used to haunt the part of his native
Halicarnassus in order to learn from sailors
who had just arrived of the strange lands they
had just visited. The lure of the unknown and
the remote is strong but man just as naturally
casts his mind back into the past and seeks to
learn what manner of folk his ancestors were,
how they lived, their occupations, how they
dressed, what language they spoke, their
houses, furniture and personal ornaments.
History is as old as writing and tradition as
old as man.
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great monastery set up in the beginning of the sixth century by St.
Dermot. Renowned were these schools and students flocked from all
parts of Ireland and beyond it to learn wisdom within their halls.
Many great saints have been associated with our district. St. Brigid
in Kildare, St. Columbkill at Moone, St. Columban one of the foremost apostles of France, Switzerland and Italy was born here and was
guided to adopt the monastic life by a holy virgin, St. Cr6ine whose
name is still echoed in the district of Templecroney in the town of
Carlow. St. Finnian of Clonard, the father of Irish monasticism, was
born at Myshall, who gave his name to Killabban near Aries, and was
educated at Tullow by St. Fortchern who had established an important school there. Aghold was his first hermitage and soon became a
monastic centre. Killerig was so named after the virgin St. Ere of
whom little is known. Killoughterane is a venerable relic of St.
Finnian 's stay amongst us before going on to found that nursery of
monasteries Clonard. Nor should we pass the worthy first bishop of
Leighlin, St Laserian, who figured prominently in the paschal controversy which divided the Irish church during the seventh century.
His sanctity and learning attracted over 1500 students to Leighlin.
There are interesting church ruins at Sleaty, Aghold and Killeshin
which should speak much to us if we knew more of their history. In
the south of the county St. Mullins is a venerable spot teeming with
memorials of the past.
The peace and calm of the golden age of monasteries was rudely
shattered by the Danish invasions. During these years the round towers were built to protect the clergy and the church furnishings,
missals scriptures and church plate against the invaders. Towers at
Kellistown and Killeshin were demolished at the end of XVIII century so our nearest examples are at Castledermot - somewhat mutilated- and Timahoe near Stradbally. About the same period were
erected the carved high crosses which we can admire at Castledermot
and Moone. These beautiful and artistic productions have much in
common with the sculptured facades of the Gothic cathedrals conveying the message of Christianity by figure and symbol. They
deserve to be much better known than they are at present and constitute a precious heritage. The hiberno romanesque doorways at
Killeshin, Castledermot and Ullard are interesting examples of the
development of our only native architectural style.
The coming of the Normans in 1172 brought many changes in the
organisation of life in Carlow. They covered Carlow with castles.
Carlow, Tullow, Castlemore, Castlegrace, Castletown, Johnstown are
but a few examples out of the thirty two mentioned by Leask in his
book 'Our Irish Castles'. They brought with them many of the new
religious orders who opened houses here, the Franciscans at
Castledermot, the Augustinians at Tullow, the Carmelites at Leighlin
and the Cistercians at Baltinglass and Graiguenamanagh.
Of greater local interest is the foundation of the Templars at Killerig
which passed to the Knights Hospitalers of St. John of Jerusalem
whose headquarters in Ireland was at Kilmainham. This military
order was founded during the crusades to recover and protect the
holy places as well as to nurse sick pilgrims. They built the imposing
castle at Clonmore and did much to further the English interest in
Leinster. The Normans introduced new systems of land tenure, a new
style of building and were superior in the arts of war. A confused
period during the fifteenth century saw them absorbed into the native
population. Many of our place names preserve the names of Norman
knights who settled here such as Ballyvale, Busherstown. The latter
is called after a certain David Busher.
After the Protestant revolt Henry VIII suppressed the Irish religious
houses and many of the properties in Carlow passed into the hands
of the Butlers of Ormond. Most of the buildings were demolished in
a stupid frenzy of vandalism. The seventeenth century brought many

changes, plantations and confiscations. Carlow lands were parceled
out to Elizabethan, Stuart, Cromwellian, restored Stuart, and finally
Hanoverian favourites. The Irish Language was suppressed. The
Catholic majority were despoiled of civic and religious liberty under
the oppression action of the penal laws. It is not out of place to quote
here Edmund Burke, Britain's most enlightened political philosopher
and statesman of the penal code; .................... .
It was a complete system, full of coherence and consistency;
well digested and well composed in all its parts. It was a
machine of wise and elaborate contrivance; and as well fitted
for the oppression, impoverishment and degradation of a
people, and of the debasement in them of human nature
itself, as ever proceeded from the perverted ingenuity of
man.
Catholics were not the only religious group to suffer from the operation. All non conformists, Presbyterians and Baptists were denied
civic rights. An unenlightened policy of coercion and provocation
caused the great rising of 1798. At this time Carlow was the scene of
carnage and destruction on a scale unparalleled. An eyewitness
account may be read in Farrell's autobiography published some years
ago under the title "Carlow in '98".
Coming to the nineteenth century there is much to engage our attention - the tithe war, Bishop Doyle's part in securing Catholic emancipation, the emergence of the Catholic merchant class and their role
in politics, the growth of towns and the decline of country side,
schools and schoolmasters, the effects of the famine, the fiercely contested elections and the war against the landlord, the races of
Ballybar, emigration. Sullivan's handbook of Irish f<;ilklore suggests
an excellent framework. To learn something of your parish you need
a map, the spirit of enquiry, a notebook and a few kindred spirits anxious to learn and to have the pleasure and satisfaction of which
Camden spoke.
Local history is not the solution of our country's ills but it can do
something which is very dear to your organisation - it can help to
infuse new life into the rural community, giving the country man a
new vision and a sense of his own importance and dignity.
What can we do?
Try to develop taste for history in children.
Bring them to monuments of interest.
Read books on local history.
Monsignor P. J. Brophy was a founder member of the Old Carlow
Society now the Carlow Historical and Archaeological Society. He
served as editor for a number of years and was chairman from 1960
to 1962. He contributed many fine articles to 'Carloviana' the journal of the Society. An ardent researcher, he delivered many talks
over the years to the Society.
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A

VISIT

TO THE SOMME
Gerry & Mary Galvin
Amiens, the former capital of Picardy, is a
severe-looking provincial town of about
130,000 citizens. I saw no roses shining on
my visit in the summer of 2001. But I saw
the church. The magnificent Cathedrale,
Notre Dame, the largest Gothic cathedral in
France, is now laser-lit at night in a manner
so technologically masterful that the daylight vista of grey statuary lining the far,;ade
is transformed into a lush, colourful representation of what this great church looked
like in the middle ages. After the cathedral
all else about Amiens is low-key. Les
Hortillonnages, just 800 metres from the
cathedral, is a complex of man-made canals,
along whose banks market gardeners grow
vegetables and flowers to supply the city.
Small boats cruise solemnly. Guides,
perched astern, describe the journey in a
curious monotone as if a raised voice might
shatter some invisible timidity. Even the
riverside pub and restaurant area is subdued:
a pleasant place for a drink or to dine al fresco by the banks of the Somme. It is as if
Amiens' history in the 20th century is still a
burden; as if a dark cloak of tragedy still
shrouds the town. From the Gare du Nord
regular trains service the short journey to
Albert, around which some of the bloodiest
fighting of world war I took place.
Visiting the Musee des Abris in Albert concentrates minds. Ten metres underground, in
an old tunnel, the trenches of the first world
war have been recreated. Wax models of
uniformed British soldiers inhabit a series of
alcoves in which their daily routines are portrayed. There is a grotesque domesticity to
some of these cameos: cast iron frying pans
sit on primus stoves, packs of Wills cigarettes and Liptons tea adorn the rough,
wooden shelving. More shocking are the
rats, some in live poses, others lying dead by
soldiers daggers and still dripping mock
blood. There is a sense of claustrophobia in
these makeshift, sandbagged compartments
and the air is soggy with damp. Sound
effects of exploding shells and the relentless
racket of war are a constant leitmotif.
It is a relief to ascend into fresh air and day-

light again if only to meet with and be transported by our guide for the day to some of
the region's battle sites. On this 'circuit de
souvenir' we are driven first through a flat,
green, innocent landscape - difficult to imag-

ine the bloodletting of 1916 until we begin to
see the graveyards and mine craters. We are
about 6kms east of Albert where the combined British, French and commonwealth
troops launched the Battle of the Somme, not
that these undulating woodlands and river
valleys had any intrinsic value but because
the Germans were already ensconced and
here the opposing armies met. The allied
tactics were disastrous. Several days bombardment of the German lines were calculated to soften up the enemy and then on the
morning of July I st, I 916, the infantry offensive would simply march at the German lines
and accept their surrender. Exactly the
reverse happened. Protracted bombardment
alerted the already well- prepared Germans;
their machine gunners cut down the advancing allied infantry with unexpected efficiency as they 'went over the top'. It was simple
target practice. 20,000 British soldiers died
on the first day alone. A further 40,000 casualties, some of them barely alive, made this
the costliest defeat ever suffered by the
British army and a lasting monument to
these fateful twins: courage and stupidity.
And July I st was only the beginning. The
Battle of the Somme wore on until bad
weather turned the trenches into rivers of
mud. Come November further attacks were
impossible on ground that had become a
bloody quagmire. Today our guide conveys
us through a field of meandering trenches
now sanitised by time and softened by a carpet of forgetful grass. Barely half a kilometre separates the opposing front lines. A little walled cemetery to one side of the shellpitted battleground enumerates, in martial
lines of waist high headstones, the names of
a hundred dead. I took a picture of one. It
read:
Private J. Duffy,
Royal Inniskilling Fus.
1st July, 1916.
Near Thiepval, about 7 kms north of Albert,
the 5,000 Ulstermen who died at the Somme
are commemorated by a round tower, a replica of Helen's Tower at Bangor, Co. Down.
No manmade memorial can do justice in the
face of the facts. A days' tour is insufficient
for a comprehensive appreciation of the
extent of the Somme offensive and its aftermath. But, even in a day, the monstrous
waste of young life is readily evoked and one

cannot but be profoundly moved by the feeling that any visit here, however brief, is a
pilgrimage. It is holy ground precisely
because of the unholy slaughter that took
place here. Human bones are still being
uncovered on farmland all over the area as
are shells and other artefacts of war. The
sense of awe and futility is enshrined in the
most moving 'Memorial to the Missing' at
Thiepval. A colossal structure of arched
columns was designed by Edwin Lutyens
and erected in the l 930's on the site of a former German stronghold, which was attacked
on July !st with prodigious loss oflife. The
columns are inscribed with the names of
over 70,000 allied soldiers who died here
and whose blasted remains were never
recovered. The catalogue of names takes
one on an eerie tour of Ireland, England,
Scotland and Wales. There are Galvins,
Whelans, Duggans, Kellys, MacDonalds,
McGregors, Davies and Davis, Evans,
Smiths, Brownes amd Wagstaffs; noted,
named but forever anonymous. These are
the hapless, helpless, hopeless victims; lost
and unfound; 'Known only unto God'.
As a southern Irishman I am eased towards a
new understanding of Protestant Ulster's
notoriously diehard Britishness. Volunteering in droves they perished in droves. There
is hardly an Ulster Protestant who does not
have some blood kinship with the Battle of
the Somme. Their Britishness is etched red
and remains inspirational and precious. It is
a stance to be acknowledged and respected
and there are signs now that such respect and
acknowledgement is forthcoming in the
South.
Another round tower has been recently built
at Messines, south of Ypres, in Belgium - a
belated but nonetheless worthy tribute to the
50, 000 Irish, north and south who fought in
the war. These included the southern Irish
soldiers who joined the British army in spite
of the vexed political state of affairs at home.
Remember Easter week! From the town of
Athy and environs alone over 2,000 men
went to the trenches, I 02 of whom did not
return. With Independence came a communal amnesia. Our first world war heroes
remained unacclaimed until the grind of
recent history afforded them a new and
deserved profile.
By mid November, 1916, 1.2 million dead
on both sides showed to a stunned, observing
world, proof, if proof were needed, of the
senselessness of war. And yet within 20
years the battle lines were drawn again and
Europe once more provided fodder for the
killing fields from Dunkirk to Stalingrad.
Plus r,;a change!
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John Tyndall
(1820-1893)
Dr. Norman McMillan
ohn Tyndall was born in Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow (probably in
1820), the son of an RIC officer and land agent for Steuart, the
local Protestant landlord. Local legend has it that he tormented his
mother as a boy with his daredevil antics of climbing among other
reckless activities. For the time, his was an unusually small family of
two children and being the only boy, he undoubtedly obtained much
attention from both parents. His father, who came from a family of
small landowners in Co. Kilkenny, supplemented his meagre income
by work as a boot-mender. Tyndall's mother, Sarah McAssey came
from the well-off Malone family, which owned considerable tracts of
land near Fenagh, Co. Carlow. His grandmother, having married
against the wishes of her father, had been disinherited. It is probable
that the grandmother had received a good education, which was
passed in tum to Tyndall's mother, who would then have been in a
position to make a significant contribution to her son's education.
The family moved from Carlow to Castlebellingham, Co. Louth
where John came very close to drowning in the river Clyde which
runs north of the town when in full-flood in what was one of many
life-threatening adventure.
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On the family's return to Leighlinbridge, John completed his education in the Ballinabranna School under the tutelage of John Conwill.
This former hedge-school teacher taught there in the luxury of a one
room 'non-denominational' National School that stood in the grounds
of the Catholic Church, which had been built by the JKL (James of
Kildare and Leighlin) in his own diocese. JKL had persuaded the
Westminster Government in the 1820s, as a central part of the
O'Connell campaign for Catholic Emancipation, to fund what was
the first ever State system of schools. Westminster thereby hoped to
resolve the long-standing problem of education for those who were
not members of the established church. Despite the fierce protests of
his Protestant neighbours John's father insisted that "even if he was
taught on the steps of the altar" he would send his son to Conwill,
who was a teacher of some renown. John left Conwill at the very
advanced age of 19 years, equipped as his father had hoped, with a
well-rounded vocational training. This education included English,
Logic, Book-keeping, Drawing and, most importantly, Surveying
and associated Mathematics. He joined the Ordnance Survey Office
in Carlow from school, moving from there to Youghal, Co. Cork.
Here he began his lifetime efforts at private study that would, in time,
make him a paragon of self-improvement to be later lauded by
Samuel Smiles in his Victorian bible 'Self Help'. Tyndall, in his personal journal, showed that he had no sympathy for the declining
Gaelic language in use around Youghal and one feels from reading
his own thoughts that he was by then anxious to leave his native
shores.
Tyndall felt fortunate to be chosen, in 1842, to transfer to the English
Survey where he was posted in Preston, Lancashire. When his sister
Emma visited him there he gave frequent vent to complaints about
inefficiencies in the Survey Office and the discrimination towards the
Irish assistants. Despite working long hours, Tyndall began attending
classes in the local Mechanics Institute. During his time in Preston,

he was influenced by the ideas of the then strong Chartist Movement.
His discontent culminated in a formal protest against the exploitation
of Irish workers in the Survey. As leader of the malcontents, Tyndall
was summarily dismissed in November 1843. Tyndall thereby
became a cause celebre in Lancashire and wrote a series of articles
protesting the actions of Robert Peel, in the radical Liverpool
Mercury and when a petition to the Master General of Ordnance
failed he returned home. He spent a period of nearly a year from
1843 back in Leighlinbridge where he read Thomas Carlyle's 'Past
and Present' avidly (the author was later to become a close friend).
He eventually found work as a surveyor with Manchester partners
Nevin and Lawton. He left to work on the West Yorkshire Line as a
railway surveyor at the height of the railway fever. Operating for
much of this time from a base in Halifax, he was, however, employed
on lines as far south as Bedfordshire. It was during this time that he
developed his prodigious walking capacity and developed the stamina that was to serve him so well later as a mountaineer. In addition,
he gave evidence before Parliamentary commissions on competition
for new rights, finding this a valuable training ground and introduction to high-powered metropolitan affairs.
Tyndall's interest in physics began in 184 7 when he met George
Edmondson, who at the time was endeavouring to introduce the elements of experimental science into his Quaker School, Tulketh Hall,
Preston. Tyndall helped him with this project by doing some teaching. Edmondson, shortly thereafter, entered into negotiations with
representatives of Robert Owen to take over his last great communist
social experiment known as 'Harmony Hall' near Stockbridge in rural
Hampshire. The facility owned by the then financially hard-pressed
Owen was unique in that it stood on its own large 500 acre self-sufficient farm, boasting truly palatial buildings with th,e latest and most
lavish educational facilities ever erected. The original objectives of
these educational facilities were to transform the members of the
commune. Owen had seen this need in earlier social experiments, but
these had foundered from the exploitation and abuse of commune
facilities by the greedy. The educational facilities supporting the agricultural school included a purpose-built science laboratory, printing
office, carpenter's and blacksmith's shop. When the Quakers took
over the school, for propriety they changed the name to Queenwood
College. Owen's visits were kept secret and to an absolute minimum
(Tyndall expressed his surprise at seeing Owen on the site). Edward
Frankland, another passionate self-improver, was appointed superintendent of the chemistry laboratory and the younger Tyndall, thoroughly in the thrall of the older man, was appointed to teach mathematics and to supervise the engineering department. They immediately began a programme to teach self-study. The two worked in tandem in a remarkable year of effort to establish the first ever programme of practical science and engineering in Great Britain and
Ireland in what was almost certainly the first-ever school laboratory
facilities. Their educational innovation marks out a landmark in
English education which was developed on a national arena with the
appointment in 1853 of both men as examiners in the Science and
Arts Department under the supervision of Lyon Playfair.
Frankland was the first examiner in chemistry and Tyndall in
physics. Physics had, in fact, developed as an entity in revolutionary
France and came to Britain via Germany. The campaign by reformers, inspired at this time by Albert, looked to Germany for a model in
order to build a more productive society. Their vision of industrial
efficiency required the professionalisation of science. Central to this
reform was the replacement of the gentlemanly pursuit of natural
philosophy with physics. Playfair and Tyndall defined, through this
school examination and thereby the curriculum, the exact shape of
the school subject physics, and as a consequence, fundamentally
shaped the British profession of physics. Tyndall was also appointed
in 1857 as the first Chief Examiner for military examinations for the
Royal Engineers and Royal Artillery.
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In October 1848 Frankland and Tyndall left Queenwood to attend - at
their own expense - Marburg University, then the centre of the radical
scientific materialist movement. Tyndall produced a PhD in 1949 after
a two-year period of intense study entitled 'Die Schraubenflaeche mit
Geneigster Erzeugungs-Linie und Bedingungen des Gleichgewichts
fur solche Schraben'. Two subsidiary subjects - chemistry and physicssupplemented this geometric study of screw surfaces. He studied
chemistry under the illustrious Robert Bunsen, whose own research
interests in spectroscopy were to fire and shape much of Tyndall's own
later research ambition. On completing his studies, he moved decisively towards physics, collaborating with Heinrich Knoblauch who
had arrived in Marburg from Berlin, to produce his first published
paper on what was then the hot new research topic of diamagnetism.
This field was to be his major research interest for six years. A loan
from his best friend Thomas Hirst made it possible for him to extend
his stay in Germany long enough to produce a second memoir with
Knoblauch, and then to spend several months in Gustav Magnus's laboratory in Berlin. His fame by now was such that in his first memoir
he felt able to disagree with Michael Faraday and Julius Plilcker, both
senior eminent Victorian scientists. Here he cemented what were to be
lifelong ties to the elite of Germany's scientific community including
Magnus, Poggendorff, Heinrich Dove, Emil de Bois-Reymond and
Rudolf Clausius.
In June 1851, he returned to Queenwood and sought positions in
Toronto, Sydney, Cork and Galway, without success. He continued
his work on diamagnetism with small equipment grants he obtained
from the Royal Society with help from fellow-Irishman Edward
Sabine and Faraday. His considerable work on this topic was only
much later consolidated into a book in 1870 published under the title
' Researches on Diamagnetism and Magne-crystallic Action' published, when in truth the results were not of current interest. During
a second spell at Queenwood, he also undertook a considerable
amount of translation work for William Francis. These translations,
on the latest and most important papers emanating from Germany,
appeared in the Royal Society's Philosophical Magazine. He thus
raised his profile, gained invaluable professional expertise, and
helped use his German connections to propagate the scientific
reformer's programme for a national campaign to overcome the backwardness of British science.
Tyndall gave the Discourse at the Royal Institution of Great Britain
(RI) on 11th February 1853 on the topic of diamagnetism, presenting
his own theory opposing that of Michael Faraday. His wonderful performance impressed both Bence Jones, the manager of the RI, and
Faraday. He was invited to give a second Discourse and a course of
lectures. By May 1853 he was elected to the Chair of Natural
Philosophy at the RI. His association with Faraday was surprising on
two counts; they had contending theories of diamagnetism and,
Tyndall had emerged as the spokesman of German materialism
whereas Faraday was a devout fundamentalist Christian. They were
indeed very different characters, but nevertheless developed a close
personal friendship, which Tyndall repaid on Faraday's death with his
excellent scientific biographical study 'Faraday, as a Discoverer'
(1868). Tyndall indeed abandoned his earlier German methodology
and became an open disciple and advocate of Faraday's pure experimental method.
Tyndall began his first series of independent researches on slatey
cleavage, the real objective of which was to experimentally support
Faraday's geological theories. This work however brought him into
conflict with James D. Forbes of Edinburgh and thus almost the
entire Scottish establishment, including the formidable duo, William
Thomson (Lord Kelvin) in Glasgow and P.G.Tait in Edinburgh. It is
now generally agreed that Forbes won the debate on glacial motion
over the theory first advanced by Bishop Rendu and subsequently
supported by Faraday. Tyndall however, vigorously defended

Faraday's theory of regelation of ice in public lectures to celebrity
audiences at the RI. His persuasive lectures were always enlivened
with new and striking experimental demonstrations, such as the one
devised in this dispute. He presented his crucial experimental demonstration wherein a single solid block of clear ice was produced by
compressing pieces of ice in a closed tube by hammer blows. He
fought what amounted almost to a propaganda war against his scientific opponents through public lectures - a mode of operation considered unfair by his opponents. He progressively honed his natural gifts
of delivery with the anticipation of making one of his frequent controversial statements, which must have enlivened any audience.
Tyndall became by common assent, the greatest of all expositors of
science of his day. However, his excessive zeal in advocating his
mentor's theories led to a very bitter personal dispute with Forbes.
Even after the latter's death the conflict with the Scottish scientific
establishment festered until in 1873 it led to a major co-ordinated
campaign against Tyndall's Presidential Address to the Belfast meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science
(BAAS). Tyndall certainly greatly exacerbated the situation by publishing his book 'Principal Forbes and his Biographer' shortly before.
In addition, to add further fuel to the fire, he had arranged for the
reprinting of his 1860 book 'The glaciers of the Alps' in which he
repeated for a second time T.H.Huxley's allegations of Forbes' plagiarism. Tyndall's enemies, led by Thomson and Tait, were thus animated and planned their revenge against Tyndall's materialism in the
international sensation known simply as the 'Belfast Address' (see
below for a full discussion on this 'notorious' episode).
Behind this momentous event in the history of science, there is of
course more than just personal bitterness. From the outset, Faraday's
experimental method, despite his own personal acclaiJn and international standing, was a serious threat to the mathematical domination
of what have been called the 'Gentlemen of Science'. The latter were
an ascendant latitudinarian tendency in the established church and
universities. These 'mathematical power-brokers in science', very
effectively controlled science and all its institutions at that time.
They profoundly mistrusted experimentalists and especially the new
professional class of scientists who were wedded to this ideology.
Furthermore, Tyndall and Frankland had organised a group of eight
London-based friends from their base on Albermarle Street, in 1864.
The ninth member William Spottiswoode was admitted at the second
meeting and the club eventually became known as the 'X-Club'. This
club was so named because of the nine members, plus their acknowledged, but always absent 'Xth' member and leader Charles Darwin,
who was too retiring either to attend X-Club meetings, or to publicly
defend for his own theory. The X-Club members, all adopted epithets
viz. Xccentric, Xalted, Xpert, Xperienced, Xqisite, Xemplary,
Xhaustive, Xtravagant and Xcellent respectively for Tyndall, Huxley,
Frankland, J.Hooker, G.Busk, H.Spencer, T.Hirst and
W.Spottiswoode. These brash professionals had, of course, taken
onto themselves the role of spokesmen for the theory of evolution
after the 1859 watershed of the publication of the Darwin's 'On the
Origin of Species'. Worse, from the point of view of these Gentlemen
of Science, Tyndall, Huxley and other Xs wrote widely read popular
scientific articles and books popularising science. These activities
greatly diminished in the public's eyes the gravitas of the
'Gentlemen's' pronouncements as arbiters of scientific truth delivered
at large public gatherings of the British Association or elsewhere.
The professional men of science had taken the high ground with their
own professional pronouncements interpreting the discoveries of science with, naturally, never a thought for the 'Gentlemen's' imprimatur. These activities rankled with the scientific establishment, who
consequently hated the theory of evolution for both religious and
social reasons, but more likely because of the threat to their positions
of power. The Xs met monthly before meetings of the Royal Society
for some thirty years and, no doubt, co-ordinated their efforts in
influencingelection results and other matters inside this recently
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reformed British scientific governing body. It was popularly believed
in later years that the Xs ran science. It was certainly the very real
threat to powerful establishment positions posed by this group, that
made the dispute over the theory of evolution develop into a fight
that exploded outside of the boundaries of science. Had the theory of
evolution triumphed, unquestionably the Xs would have ascended to
all positions of power within science. The establishment could not
countenance this outcome and were forced to a defensive struggle in
which they were always on the back foot.
Tyndall's own research on radiation through gases and vapours from
1860 had provided much of the essential basis for the science of
meteorology, which was absolutely central to the scientific arguments on life on earth. His book 'Contributions to Molecular Physics
in the Domain of Radiant Heat' appeared in 1872, marshalling an
array of new facts supporting of the theory of evolution. He had
come upon this virgin field in 1860 through an invention. Realising
that galvanometers were very insensitive instruments for directly
measuring the amount of infrared flux from a Melloni thermopile, he
devised a new system to measure in a differential mode. He invented the double-beam null balance detector, which was the first optoelectronic detector circuit, and which was in practice hundreds of
times more sensitive than previously used. Tyndall's circuit initially
balanced signals from a reference beam with those from the measurement beam, the gas or vapour under study being either pumped
out, or alternatively added to the experimental tube. As a consequence, he could measure both the absorptions and emissions of
gases and vapours for the first time from the unbalanced signal produced, for example, by evacuation. He should be considered to be the
founder of optoelectronics, and a father of both infrared analysis and
spectroscopy, based on his subsequent exhaustive heat studies over
the next decade. Remarkably, this work formed the basis of three
Royal Society Baconian lectures in which Tyndall formulated a
quantitative understanding of atmospheric physics. Tyndall opened
up the debate on the greenhouse effect, which continues to this day,
and used his experimental knowledge on the large absorptive capacity of water vapour to explain, for instance, meteorological conditions in deserts and other climates to great effect. In the latter part of
these studies he turned to shorter wavelengths and found that these
rays of'high refrangibility' (ultra-violet) caused photochemical reactions. The resulting clouds of small particles scattered visible light to
produce colours and in particular the vivid blue of the sky, known
frequently as 'Tyndall blue'. Thus Tyndall was the first scientist to
explain and demonstrate why the sky is blue. His investigations into
scattering have led him to be honoured by the naming of 'Tyndall
scattering' that derive from particulate matter. J.W.Strutt (better
known as Lord Rayleigh) later discovered molecular scattering, and
greatly added to this science by his mathematical treatment of the
topic. Tyndall, however, made an impressive and comprehensive
experimental study of the phenomenon, including polarisation studies. He pointed out with amazing prescience that space would be
black and produced in 1869 produced 'A cometary theory' to explain
the tail og the comet. Some derogetary claims to the contrary, emenating largely from Rayleigh's son, have passed into common currency in textbooks. Tyndall provided in his monumental series of
experiments instruments for measuring radiation in gases and
vapours, for observing light scattering, fluorescence and photochemistry in gases, vapours and liquids. Here we find the experimental
basis of environmental scientific monitoring.
Tyndall openly and consistently fought for an atomicist and progressively reductionist description of matter. He played a central role in
the establishment of the appropriately named evolutionist journal
Nature, which would have again been deeply resented and seen as
threatening, by the scientific establishment with their own established journals that gave them control of published science. He took
the lead in Britain to extend the battle to debunk Kant's 'things-in-

themselves'. Indeed, he had gone much further, tackling religion
head-on with his criticism of religious revelation and the efficacy of
prayer in the long debate from 1861 to the mid- l 870s. He suggested
a 'prayer gauge or test' and openly stated his conviction that theological speculations were harmful. Tyndall had made formal his break
with religion in aiding Huxley in establishing a new-world view of
the sceptical philosophical materialistic position of 'humanism'.
Thus, he with others such as Huxley and Spencer, had a fervour to
imbue new leaders of the nation with genuine knowledge of the laws
of nature and society. In the last analysis, however, these men, like
their German counterparts, demanded a new scientific and progressive ideology for the nation in a new imperial age. This was indeed
the 'Age of the Empire', which demanded scientific solutions to new
pressing competitive nationalistic demands.
In philosophy, Tyndall had gone well beyond his co-thinker Huxley,
taking an enormous leap in developing the position of the German
reductionists. In his 1870 BAAS lecture 'On the Scientific Use of
Imagination' he had notably presaged du Bois-Reymond's 1872 lecture that is seen probably wrongly as 'the' philosophical milestone on
this issue. He had in his BAAS lecture at Norwich enlarged substantially on his earlier position on the role of the imagination in science,
as an active force of matter. He had thereby included human volition
into an atomicist-evolutionary philosophical description of matter.
He flatly stated, that from a fundamentalist evolutionary position, all
philosophy, science and art are potential in the fires of the sun. He
had argued for a Fichtian (modified Kantian) position in a world that
is, which is fundamentally separate from the world that might be.
Thus he strategically sought to exclude science from discussing the
existence of God by accepting the Kantian domination of God in the
world outside of science. This placed a prohibition on religion having any say whatsoever in science, which was ex~ctly, despite his
protestations, what he was aiming to do. In the Belfast Address he
"had rejected the notion of a creative power" and referred the "choices material of the teleologists" to natural causes. He had proposed
his evolutionary collaborator and friend Herbert Spencer's theory of
the evolution of the senses and intelligence to the interaction of the
organism with the environment. His sophistry on this point did not,
of course, impress the gatekeepers of religion who saw the reverse
side of the coin.
The Belfast Address was pure, undistilled revolutionary, anti-religious, theorising from the perspective of organised religion! When
the story of the Belfast Lecture appeared on the front pages of papers
throughout Europe and North America, Tyndall compounded the situation of alarm by adamantly refused to step back from the hornets'
nest of controversy he had raised. Rather, he stoked up the controversy with his 'Apology for the Belfast Address', which was not an
apology at all, but rather a forthright defence of his position set out
in Belfast. Churches all over the world immediately denounced
Tyndall's atheism and in Ireland a Catholic Church Pastoral letter
was issued in 1875 (written for Primate Cullen, it is confidently
believed, by Patrick Francis Moran who was a contemporary of
Tyndall's from Leighlinbridge. Moran, ironically, now has a commemorative stone standing alongside that of Tyndall's in a field in
their native village at a time where the Catholic Church has reconciled itself to evolution). This Pastoral Letter stated "that under the
name of science, obtruded blasphemy upon the Catholic nation" and
warned in the very strongest terms against those who might follow
Tyndall down the evolutionary road.
During his time of'apprenticeship' to Faraday in the 1850s, Tyndall's
fame as a public lecturer rose progressively. He was an evangelist
for the cause of science from the moment he arrived in London. His
controversial style was only part of his attraction, for he boasted a
growing fame and indeed notoriety. From 1859 he joined Huxley in
preparing a regular science column for the Saturday Review and con-
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tributed to the middle-class publications Reader, the Fortnightly
Review, the Contemporary Review and the Nineteenth Century. His
essays were collected into still widely read books of collected essays
'Fragments of Science for Unscientific People' (1871) and 'New
Fragments of Science' (1892). Tyndall's ability as a public lecturer
grew through his increasing exposure as the Rl's leading lecturer during their season of Discourses, because Faraday was in failing health
- brought on probably from mercury poisoning. Tyndall also held a
chair of physics in the Royal School of Mines where he lectured regularly from 1859, a post he took after his friend Sligoman George
Gabriel Stokes vacated it. This facility later transferred to
Kensington and became incorporated into Imperial College. He carefully rehearsed his lavishly-illustrated lectures. He never read from
his carefully prepared notes, but rather put himself en rapport with
his audiences. His lectures were described as the fairyland of science
in that the poetic and imaginative aspects of science were marshalled
as a means of education. His lectures to children were especially well
received and for many years he delivered the Rl's famous Christmas
Lecture Series. These lecture notes in effect grew into the series of
school textbooks that he had reluctantly declined to write for the new
Department of Science and Arts' physics examination programmes.
He published a series of great popular textbooks based around his
lectures. These books were 'Sound, A Course of Eight Lectures'
(1867), 'Notes on a Course of Six Lectures on the Motion and
Sensation of Sound' (1873) and 'On Sound; A Course of Nine
Lectures' (1878); 'Notes of a Course of Nine Lectures on Light'
(1869) which was followed by his 'Six Lectures on Light. Delivered
in America 1872-3' reprinted usually simply under the title 'On Light'
(1873); 'Notes on a Course of Seven Lectures on Electrical
Phenomenon and Theories' (1870), 'Lessons in Electricity' (1876)
and 'Notes on Electricity' (1881); 'Heat Considered a Mode of
Motion' (1863) and 'Notes of a Course of Juvenile Lectures on Heat
Visible and Invisible' (1877) and finally 'Notes of a Course of Six
Lectures (adapted to juvenile auditory) on Ice, Water, Vapour and Air'
(1871). Most of these books ran to edition after edition and were also
printed abroad. There can be no doubt that these books most profoundly shaped the practice of school physics courses in their first
formative fifty years and many schoolteachers still covet copies of
Tyndall's books today. Tyndall himself naturally took an active interest in the training of school science teachers. He was involved in the
first ever Science and Arts Department coure under the auspices of
the Committee of Council on Education at South Kensington
Museum in 1861. His lecture 'On Experimental Physics' was published in the same year. He regularly interacted with schoolteachers
for whom he was an exemplar and who came to the RI to see his lectures.
The other great innovation made by Tyndall in his lectures was that
he devised inventions specifically for the lecture. For example, he
gave the first public demonstration (given many times subsequently)
of the guided light-pipe, which in our own time has led to the fiber
optic. This invention was made in 1854, not as quoted in most fiber
optics books on dates such as 1877. The demonstration came as a
final show-stopping finale in a RI lecture entitled 'Phenomenon
Related to the Motion of Liquids'. He had earlier published two
papers on water jets and motion of liquids in 1851, which prepared
the ground for his light pipe discovery. A little known fact is that in
his classic textbook 'Heat a Mode of Motion' he devised an experiment of a hollow polished pipe guiding an infrared wave, which of
course marks the discovery of the waveguide. A second major lecture coup followed in 1854 when he resolved experimentally the disputed issue of geyser action by building an artificial geyser and for
which he presented his findings in an RI Discourse. He was an inventor of some ingenuity and showed another side to his abilities by
improvements to the inventions of others. In 1871, prompted by seeing an otherwise unmarked but dead woman being taken from a
building who had expired from suffocation, he devised an improved

respirator. The firemen's existing cotton-wool respirators being useless against resinous smoke, they were unable to save the woman. In
his RI Discourse he gave details of a helmet respirator employing a
new filter. This multi-layered filter had a cotton pad moistened with
glycerine, then the air was passed through a thin layer of dry cottonwool, to a layer of charcoal to adsorb the hydrocarbons and finally
through a second layer of dry cotton wool. Air was exhaled through
a separate exhaust valve to avoid wetting the various filter layers by
breath. This is the forerunner of all modem respirators. Tyndall gave
his lecture a dramatic touch with accounts of his tests with his device
in the smoke-filled basement on the RI. He later developed a lethal
modification of this respirator using lethal blue asbestos as filter
medium, a material that could be heat treated to remove bugs!
Amongst his most important scientific inventions was his famous
meteorological equipment. He created an artificial sky and sunset
with photochemical reactions. He devised a cloud chamber, which
was subsequently used by T.R. Wison at Cambridge for which he
won the Nobel Prize in physics. Tyndall was an inventor of new fog
homsand even a thermal heat copier that was well before its time,
and other less well known innovations of technology that have not
stood the test of time.
Tyndall by the early 1870s had serious health problems, including
insomnia and was reaching the limits of physical endurance from his
massive load of work, socialising, mountaineering and correspondence. Much of the strain on his health came from the medications
given him by the medical profession including the opiate laudanum.
He and his friend Carlyle, who also suffered from insomnia and other
ailments, exchanged terrifying medical advice that they had received
from the best medical men of the day! The very limited knowledge
of medical practitioners at the time should have been evident to
Tyndall in other ways. The biochemist Louis Pasteur was having
great difficulty in dealing with the attacks of the entrenched and hostile French medical establishment to his germ theory. The fundamental problem for the Frenchman was that he could not experimentally
prove his germ theory. Tyndall was by 1870 the acknowledged master experimentalist in heat, specifically in chemical and physical
processes required in heat sterilisation. Tyndall was induced by
Pasteur himself to begin working on disproving the theory of 'spontaneous generation' and hence settle the on-going fierce dispute in
favour of the germ theory. Their extensive correspondence stretches
from 1871 and shows that Tyndall was by no means the junior partner in their collaboration. Tyndall's entry to the field of disease and
infection was through studies on dust and disease using his nephelometric technique in a paper entitled 'Dust and Disease' published in
1871. Abiogenesis (spontaneous generation), held that living organisms could arise from inorganic matter. Tyndall after incredible commitments of time over nearly a full decade succeeded in producing
methods of rigorous sterilisation and was thus able to prove the germ
theory by producing reproducible bacteriological experiments on
sterilisation. Pasteur could not achieve this vital experimental reproducibility because his process of sterilisation known today as
Pasteurisation had just a single heat stage, and it consequently does
not kill the spores of bacteria. The bacteria die but the spores then
allow the bacteria to recolonise the medium. Tyndall showed in 1877
that the only reliable method of sterilisation, known as
Tyndallisation, is a process of intermittent heating. These repeated
processes produce sterile media because they kill the bacteria, but
then also the spores of the bacteria. Tyndall's use of light scattering
to ensure that his apparatus was clear of airborne contamination was
a further reason for success along with his mastery of filtration methods, which excluded airborne contamination. At one stage in these
studies in 1875 he transported the entire laboratory to Kew Gardens
to check that reproducible results could be obtained. Having established that this was the case and that he was dealing with a very resistant strain of bacteria (Bacillus subtilis requires boiling for 180 minutes), which had been brought into the RI in the old hay used in
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Tyndall's experiments. At one stage, at the height of his frustrations,
he quipped that perhaps spontaneous generation could occur in the
RI, but not Kew! He then set to work using his collaborator Joseph
Lister's antiseptic solutions to disinfect the entire massive building from
top to bottom. Reproducible results were then obtained in the RI! His
monumental researches on the topic were published in a book entitled
'Essay on Floating Matter of the Air in Relation to Putrefaction and
Disease' in 1881. This work clearly establishes Tyndall's claim to be the
founder of the experimental science of bacteriology, working on wellestablished Baconian principles that this go to the researcher who can
achieve reproducible results in a new field. Pasteur stands as the theoretical founder of bacteriology/microbiology.
Tyndall worked very closely with Huxley and Lister who all conducted painstaking microscopic examinations of their respective infusions
and media. All three independently reported the attenuating effect of
penicillium. The bacterial inhibition by cultures of the fungus penicillium is attributed to Alexander Fleming in 1928, which led to the subsequent isolation and clinical application of the antibiotic penicillin by
Howard Florey and Ernest Chain. Lister initially observed this effect
in 1871 and then Tyndall and Huxley argued over the cause of bacterial colonies being killed by this mould toxin in 1875. These observations were of course exactly those made by Fleming more than fifty
years later. Tyndall did not take the work further, probably, as he did
not want to be deflected from his work in destroying Henry Charlton
Bastain's spontaneous generation theory, which was his and Pasteur's
agreed research objective. They had triumphed by the end of the
1870s and the Irishman was preparing for a well-earned retirement. In
this work, Tyndall also used his mountaineering skills to leave his
infusion flasks at various heights on mountains to demonstrate that
bacteria did not survive at high altitudes. These were sterile media in
thin-necked test tubes that could be broken to allow in any bacteria
which would if present grow in the media (Tyndall often used his own
urine which the author hoped would be in one of these flasks recovered from Bel Alp. It was subsequently tested in 1993 as part of his
centenary for opiates, and showed that the flask definitely was not one
containing Tyndall's urine!). Lister went on to greater fame after
being hothoused by his two older friends and mentors. He was a qualified medical man and Tyndall and Huxley used him to fight the medical establishment, learning no doubt from Pasteur's own hard experience in this regard. Both 'X's also saw this as their final frontier, being
an essential defence of the theory of evolution, which of course
required evolutionary processes that ruled out any possibility of spontaneous generation.
It is perhaps worth commenting briefly on Tyndall's role in founding
the sport of mountaineering as it is really impossible to understand
his great contributions to science without seeing his work in the context of his mountaineering. The beginnings of this sport can be traced
perhaps to the generous prize offered by Horace Benedict de
'Saussure in 1760 to the first person to climb Mont Blanc. This pioneer of geology was really a 'closet' mountaineer and the sport indeed
emerged from under the skirts of a wide range of scientific endeavours, all of which added to its respectability. The British played the
central role in the development of mountaineering, perhaps because
their national eccentricities (remember Tyndall's X-epithet) matched
the needs of this sport. This ambivalence between sport and science
was however decisively swept away in the competition between
Tyndall and Edward Wymper over the Matterhorn, the greatest prize
of the Alps. The so-called 'Battle for the Matterhorn' was an intriguing story and brought about by the brash arrival of Whymper, who
had no interest whatsoever in scientific measurement, on the climbing scene. He was 'a summit bagger' pure and simple. Tyndall thus
had either to compete on these sporting terms, or relinquish his
mountaineering pre-eminence to the younger man. The period 1854
to 1867 is often referred to as the Golden Age of Mountaineering and
much of this reverence derives from Tyndall's self-publicised

exploits, but more so from the competition between the two men.
Mountaineering was seen as a 'wild and reckless sport' and concentrated the minds of lead-writers in the national newspapers, which
were given a strong lead in this regard by Victoria herself. Tyndall's
public lectures, articles, letters to the Times and books describing his
pursuit of important research objectives in the Alps, therefore made
the emerging sport much more respectable in polite Victorian society
than otherwise it would have been. Tyndall, of course, wrote extensively on the subject of water, glaciers and mountaineering, but for a
modern reader these works are a strange mix of science and mountaineering. The author has commented in several places on the fact
that he is a much better writer when he is describing hair-raising deeds
on rock and ice, than when he is documenting his researches and this
perhaps shows his real passion for the sport. His books 'The Glaciers
of the Alps' (1860) which described his solo ascent of Monte Rosa
(1858) and quite shockingly promoted mountaineering as a sport,
'Mountaineering in 1861' ( 1861) was a sensation as it gave his account
of the first ascent of the Weisshorn and his 1860 reconnoitre of the
Matterhorn, 'Hours of Exercise in the Alps' (1871) gave a reflective
view of his career in the mountains after his retirement from the sport,
and 'Forms of Water in Clouds, Rivers and Glaciers' (1872) was really a book concentrating on his Alpine researches and other interesting
related topics. All were best sellers and ran to several reprints. They
were also published in translation. Tyndall's scientific work on glaciers, slatey cleavage, meteorology, the germ theory and minor forays
into geology can all be seen to be intimately linked to his exploits in
the mountains which furnished him with experimental results that
only a very great mountaineer could in certain cases have obtained.
His adventures also ensured his celebrity and brought throngs of
enthusiastic audiences to his RI and other lectures.
Whymper's entry to the emerging sport had set the agenda of mountaineering competition and forced Tyndall to abandon any of his pretensions at conducting scientific research in the Alps when confronted by the Matterhorn. He therefore carefully organised and trained
for the 1862 expedition. This assault on the Matterhorn got very
close indeed to success, but failed due to his reliance on his guide
Bennen's poor judgement that the final obstacle barring the approach
to the summit was unclimbable. Tyndall went on ahead of the guides
who sat and watched him begin the pitch, but being charged with
leadership, he returned to lead the men down. The failure was also
due in part to his inability to understand the nationalist aspirations of
his support guides the Carrel brothers who wanted to see the peak
climbed by an Italian and consequently refused to offer any advice in
overcoming this last obstacle. Carrel said when asked 'Ask your
guide!' Whymper had turned down an offer to join the party and had
therefore to endure an anxious wait below in his hotel to see if the
party would reach the summit. Jean-Antoine Carrel apparently
smirked as Tyndall's party turned back from the last pitch at 13,000
feet, the highest yet then climbed. Unfortunately for Tyndall's reputation, this technical difficulty, of which Whymper was aware, would
have been revealed to Tyndall had he scouted the mountain properly.
The mountain's subsidiary peak was however climbed that day for
the first time and is today known as Pie Tyndall in recognition of this
first ascent. Wymper's party climbed the Matterhorn in 1865 from the
Swiss side, but on their roped descent, the inexperience Hadlow
slipped and carried off the guide Michel Croz, Lord Douglas son of
the Marquis of Queensbury and Charles Hudson. The life of
Whymper and the guides, the brothers Taugwalder, were almost certainly saved by a poor rope snapping. Tyndall attempted to lead a rescue party, and then tried to arrange what in the end was a vain attempt
to recover the lost bodies. He later wrote a report into the accident,
which recommended safety measures on the mountains. The Italian
guide Carrel shortly thereafter conquered the Matterhorn from the
Italian side in July 1865 to satisfy growing patriotic Italian sentiments. Tyndall, despite an advanced age of 48, then completed the
first traverse of the Matterhorn from the Italian side on 29th July
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1868 and descended to Zermatt. This was the culmination of his
climbing career, which had seen him make notable ascents, including
three ascents of Mount Blanc (1856, 1858 and 1859), the first solo
ascent of Monte Rosa (twice in 1858), the first ascent of the
Weisshom (1861), the Finsteraarhom (1858), traverses of Ganli,
Theodule (again in 1862) and first of Old Weissthor (1861), Jungfrau
(1863), Todi (failed 1865), Titlis (1866), Aletchhom (failed 1866)
and Monte Confinale and Monteratch (both 1864), Aletschom and
Sparrenhom (1866), Eiger (1867) and the first traverse of the
Matterhorn (1868). He made failed attempts of the Matterhorn (1860
and 1862) and Wetterhom (1869). He had added immeasurably to the
sport by his pioneering ascents, but also for his development of
climbing techniques with his strong preference for rocks over snow.
He was very successful in terms of the number of climbs made successfully, or as we would say today his 'hit rate'.
Summary
Tyndall founded bacteriology with Pasteur at the end of his active
research career. He had, of course, made major contributions early on
in his career by introducing an accepted theory of diamagnetism. He
worked on glaciology before proceeding to found the experimental
sciences of meteorology and environmental monitoring at the height
of his powers. This work involved his invention of the first ever optoelectronic detector circuit employed in his gas and vapour heat
analyser on 29th July 1868. This was the first quantitative molecular
adsorption spectroscopy done on gases and vapours, and which followed directly that ofMelloni's pioneering work on liquids and solids.
He experimentally discovered the greenhouse effect. He pioneered
photochemistry, opto-acoustic detection, fluorescence analysis and
other innovations as part of this work, which included the invention
of the cloud chamber. He is the unquestioned founder of nephelometry through his comprehensive experimental study of this effect which
also came from his studies on atmospheric gases and vapours. He discovered the colour series of positive and negative 'Tyndall colours'
that come from light scattering. He left three important books of collected research papers on the topics of magnetism, heat and floating
matter that were landmark studies. All had been completed in a rounded and satisfactory way. He gave three Baconian lectures to the Royal
Society. He was an inventor of the first order, with today's light
guides, waveguides, fireman's respirator and many other vital contributions to the technology of our own day to his name. Like Faraday
before him, he refused to patent and left his inventions open for the
benefit of mankind. He led the advance of professional men, and from
him the profession of physics owes a deep debt, over and above those
in established positions, such as Kelvin who were and are seen by
modem physicists as being the key men in this development. Tyndall
was a professional who earned his keep by professional activities of
writing, lecturing and research activities.
Tyndall was a philosopher and poet of science. He was the
spokesman for the theory of evolution who contributed to its philosophical basis with his Norwich and Belfast Addresses. His researches provided the key experimental base for the theory of evolution
through his studies of solar radiation and its passage through the
atmosphere. Later, he experimentally disproved the theory of spontaneous generation to defend Darwin's theory. He and his friends in the
X-Club established the evolutionist research journal Nature. He was
acknowledged as the greatest public lecturer of his day in science. He
put this reputation to the greatest use by his 1872-3 lecture tour
organised by Professor Henry of the USA, raising very large funds to
erect the first research facilities in all the universities of Columbia,
Yale, Harvard and Pennsylvania. He donated all his very considerable earnings from the tour to set up scholarships for American students to come to Europe to study. He wrote the most important textbooks for the emergent school physics programmes and was the first
examiner for the new Department of Science and Arts, and in addi-

tion was the first examiner for the Royal Engineers and Royal
Artillery. He pioneered school laboratory courses at Queenwood and
ran the first ever teacher-training programmes in Kensington.
Together with Frankland and Armstrong he is the father of the heuristical (leaming-by-doing/Nuffield Science) movement. He was a truly
great populariser of science. He was a Victorian celebrity and had
close friendships with many other eminent men such as Carlyle.
Tyndall was a heroic figure that helped perhaps more than any other
to found the sport of mountaineering through both his climbing and
the respectability he bestowed on this activity through his books.
His life of achievement was recognised by many geographical features that were named after him. There is Mount Tyndall, California,
USA and Tyndall Gorge; Mount Tyndall on the South Island in New
Zealand; Tyndall Cove and Glacier in Alaska; the towns of Tyndall in
Manitoba, Canada and North Dakota, USA; Tyndall Park in Hindhead
that he left to his community, and most importantly Pie Tyndall on the
Matterhorn. At Bel Alp, Switzerland there remains his climbing lodge
which views the impressive Tyndall Monument erected by his wife.
In Ireland there is only Tyndall Lane in Arklow, Co. Wicklow with
only the Leighlinbridge monument, John Tyndall Restaurant and
Tyndall Court housing complex in his native Carlow. He, with
Huxley was the founder of agnosticism and the bravest of all those of
his day in confronting the awesome power of organised religion. He
and the other 'X's attempted to develop a rational philosophical basis
for the expanding Empire based around science and more particularly the theory of evolution. His advisor in science was paradoxically
Kelvin's closest collaborator G.G. Stokes. Stokes opposed Tyndall
politically in the politics of science, but never lost his respect for
Tyndall's amazing research contributions. Both men were active
Unionists in old age and this helped to politically r~concile them.
Tyndall eventually married into a Unionist dynasty with a marriage to
the aristocrat Louisa Hamilton, when at a fairly advance age. She survived him by sixty years after having accidentally poisoned him with
chloral when he was in his seventy-third year and in failing health. He
was buried beneath an unmarked stone as was the non-conformist
custom, but Louisa replace this, and for good measure also that of his
father in Old Leighlin, with more impressive monuments. Tyndall was
brave in life and as the founder of sciences never doubted what he saw
as being his greatest legacy. This needs no headstone.
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hile Old Leighlin is recognised as an ancient ecclesiastical site
of considerable importance, it is not as widely acknowledged
that it existed with corporate privileges for almost six hundred years.

W

The Parliamentary Gazetteer oflreland Vol II (1844 - 1845) informs
us that, in or about 1216, Herlewin, Bishop of the See, obtained a
Charter of incorporation for Old Leighlin, with similar corporate
privileges, to those enjoyed by the Borough of Bristol (a model on
which many Corporations in Ireland were based). A copy of the
Charter cannot be found which suggests the possibility that the
Corporation evolved by way of prescription and custom rather than
Charter. The Municipal Corporations oflreland report 1835 indicates
that the Corporation probably existed by prescription.
The liberties of old Leighlin extended about a mile and a half around
the town and were defined by large stones, one near Leighlinbridge,
another near Wells and a third in the mountains. On the stones were
the words "Terminus Burgens Lechlinen, Hie Lapis Est".
In 1296 Old Leighlin was burned by the insurgents of Slieve Margy.
Subsequently King Edward II in 1310 granted a muragium (i.e. grant
for building walls), empowering the peaceable and well disposed
inhabitants of old Leighlin to take effectual steps for their protection
against marauders.
During the wars between the English and the Irish, the town suffered
many vicissitudes, and in 1389 in particular it was completely laid
waste, with the Bishop at that time being compelled to reside in
Dublin. However, by 1400 it had so far recovered and become so
comparatively prosperous as to possess a Monastery, a Cathedral, a
Bishop's Palace, 86 Burgage Tenements and some other buildings.
The Corporation was largely composed of clergymen of the Diocese,
thus enabling the Bishop to maintain an easy hold on the borough. In
later years the power of nomination to the House of Commons was
in the Bishops possession and used to the advantage of the Church.
The Borough of Old Leighlin was regarded as Crown property and as
providing opportunities for bringing into the House of Commons
men connected with Government.
Desiring to establish his authority in Ireland, James I, summoned a
Parliament, to be held in Dublin Castle on the 18th May 1613. He
directed that native Irish as well as Anglo Saxon should be represented, thus treating all as subjects. The privilege of returning members had until that time been confined to narrow limits. Many
Boroughs were then accordingly empowered to send representatives
to Parliament.
The Earl of Chichester acting on behalf of the King scheduled
Counties and Boroughs eligible to send members to Parliament. The
Boroughs of Old Leighlin and Carlow were not included, but

Carlow was subsequently added when a Charter was granted to the
town by James. Archbishops and Bishops were scheduled to attend
the Upper House of Parliament, and in this manner Old Leighlin was
represented in Parliament by the Bishop of Old Leighlin and Fems.
(Fems was united to the see of Leighlin in 1600). "The Bishop was
an active member of Parliament and on the 7th. November, 1614, in
conference between the Lords and Commons was one of those who
acted for the former".
Parliament was dissolved on the 24th October, 1615.
Twenty years elapsed before Parliament was again summoned on the
14th. July, 1634, by the Lord Deputy, Thomas Wentworth, Earl of
Stafford. Malcomson in "The Carlow Parliamentary Role" records
that Sir Thomas Meredyth Mooretown, Kildare and Richard
Fitzgerald Dublin attended representing the Borough of Old
Leighlin. On the 5th. March, 1635, the journals of the House of
Commons show the following order, "It is ordered that the Burgesses
of Ardfert, Old Leighlin, Down and Clogher shall attend the
Committee of Privileges upon Wednesday next to show by what
Charters or prescriptions they come to the present Parliament". A
good and sufficient case appears to have been made, on behalf of the
members of Old Leighlin, probably founded upon Prescriptive Right
of usage, as they continued to attend Parliament. Later in the month
the Committee of Privileges was only seeking evidence of right to
attend Parliament in respect of Down.
The next Parliament commenced on the 16th March, 1639 at which
Old Leighlin was Represented by Roger Brereton, Dublin and James
Cusack, Dublin. Thomas Davelles, Killishene Queens County, succeeded James Cusack but was expelled on the 22nd. June, 1642, for
rebellion. Lieutenant Walter Chambere Camowe, Wicklow was
returned in his stead, and he was replaced on his death by Peter
Wybrant, Dublin on !st May, 1646.
Sir Francis Butler, Dublin and Charles Meredyth, Greenhill, Kildare
represented Old Leighlin at the following Parliament summoned on
8th May, 1661.
James II ascended the Throne in 1685. Apart from taking charge militarily he also set out to stamp his authority politically on the
Country. Most Charters were revoked and new Charters granted.
Carlow was granted a new charter on the 24th February, 1688. Old
Leighlin received a Charter on the 4th July, 1688 -expressly empowering the Corporation to send Members to Parliament and fixing the
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Right of Election of a Sovereign and 28 Burgesses. The following is
a list of those who constituted the new Corporation:
1798 - 1800
Sovereign - Nicholas Keally
Town Clerk - James Hackett
Burgesses, 28
'Pierce, Lord Viscount Galmoy.
Dudley Bagnal, Esq.
Morgan Kavanagh, Esq..
Patrick Nash, Esq.
Theobald Deun, Esq.
Patrick Wall, Esq.
William Cooke, Esq.
Patrick Lambert, Esq.
Edward Wall, Esq.
Thomas Keally, Esq.
William Kearney, Esq.
Ignatius Nash, Esq.
James Keally, Gent.
Richard Keally, Gent.

Nicholas Archdekin, Gent.
Gilbert Wall, Gent.
Michael Wall, Gent.
Hugh Fagan, Gent.
Thomas Purcell, Gent.
Richard Keally, Merchant,
Theobald Purcell, Gent.
Pierce Hagherin, Gent.
Henry Rickens, Gent.
Ferdinand Brent, Gent.
Pierce Poor, Merchant.
William Reddy, Gent.
Richard Butler, Gent
Nicholas Nash, Gent.

When James was deposed by William of Orange in 1689, he withdrew to Ireland. He summoned Parliament which sat from the 7th
May to the 20th July. Darby Long and Daniel Doran, Queens County,
represented Old Lelghlin at this Parliament which was called the
"Patriot Parliament" because it asserted its independence from the
Parliament of England. James was defeated at the Battle of the Boyne
in 1690 but fighting continued and on the 23rd March, 1692 William
declared war in Ireland to be concluded. Parliament met on the 5th.
October that year and Old Leighlin was represented by Edward
Jones, Wexford and John Dunbar, Ballycamey, Carlow.
At the parliament of 1695 Old Leighlin was represented by Richard
Boyle, Kildalton, Kilkenny and Edward Jones, who on his death was
succeeded by John Beauchamp, Ballyloughan. At this Parliament an
Act was passed declaring "All attainders and all other Acts made in
the late Pretended Parliament (James Parliament) to be void"

Edward Cooke, Cambridge, England
Patrick Duigenan, Dublin replaced Acheson
Edward Cooke, England
Boyle Roche, Eccles St Dublin

On 2nd August, 1800 Parliament was prorogued, and as a consequence of the Act of Union, did not again assemble in Ireland. The
Borough of Old Leighlin was excluded from sending members to the
English House of Commons, and thus having lost its primary function declined and eventually withered. The Borough of Carlow continued to send one member to Parliament. The Bishop of Old
Leighlin and Fems was eligible to attend the House of Lords, by way
of rotation among the episcopal sees.
The Act of Union together with the 40th of George III (cap 34) granted compensation to Bodies Corporate and individuals where
Corporations ceased to send Members to Parliament. A sum of
£15,000 compensation was paid for disfranchising the Borough of
Old Leighlin but had to be made over to the Commissioners of First
Fruits, (to provide residences for the clergy of the established
church). An individual claim for compensation by the Bishop at the
time was unsuccessful.
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The Borough of Old Leighlin for the next hundred years was represented by the following Members of Parliament.

1703 - 1713
1713 - 1714
1715 - 1727
1727 - 1760

1761 - 1768

1769- 1776

1776- 1783

1783 - 1790

1791 - 1797

James Ager, Gouran Kilkenny
John Tench, Ballyhaly, Wexford
John Beauchamp, Ballyloughan
St. Leger Gilbert, Kilminchy, Queens County
John Beauchamp, Ballyloughan
St. Leger Gilbert, Kilmlhchy, Queens County
Thomas Trotter, Cabragh, Dublin
John Beauchamp, Ballyloughan
John Robert Jocelyn, Brockley Park, Dublin
replaced Beauchamp
Thomas Carter, Dublin replaced Trotter
Richard Rigby, Mistley Essex replaced Jocelyn
Francis Andrews Dublin
John Bourke, Palmerstown, Kildare
Edward Nicholson, Primrose Grange Sligo
replaced Andrews
Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Donadea Kildare
Thomas Monck, Dublin
John Blaquiere, Dublin replaced Monck
John Blaquiere, Phoenix Park Dublin
Hugh Massy, Duntrileague Limerick
Robert Jephson, Dublin replaced Massy
Henry Lawes, Lutterell Middlesex England
Arthur Acheson, Gosford England
Edward Leslie, Tarbert Kerry replaced Lutterell
Arthur Acheson, Gosford England

CLAIM OF THE BISHOP OF LEIGHLIN FOR COMPENSATION, UNDER THE ACT OF UNION, IN 1800
To the Commissioners appointed by Act of Parliament to ascertain
the rights and privileges of Corporations and Boroughs, who, under
the said Act, claim compensation for the loss of representatives in
Parliament.

THE MEMORIAL OF THE RIGHT REVEREND EUSEBY,
LORD BISHOP OF LEIGHLIN AND FERNS,
HUMBLY SHEWETH,-That the Borough of Old Leighlin, in the
county of Carlow, is an ancient borough by prescription, and has time
immemorial sent two representatives to Parliament.
Whereas, it will appear to the Commissioners, from an examination
of the Corporation books, that the borough of Old Leighlin consists
of a portrieve and twelve burgesses.
And whereas the said portrieve and twelve burgesses have been, by
custom and immemorial usage, admitted into their respective offices
upon the sole nomination and appointment of the Lord Bishop of
Leighlin for the time being, under his hand and seal.
And whereas it has been usual and customary for the Lord Bishop of
Leighlin and Fems to nominate and appoint chiefly the beneficed
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clergy of the united diocese ofLeighlin and Fems as burgesses of the
said Corporation, which gave the said diocese an interest in the rights
and advantages of the same.
And whereas there are seventy-four unions in the said united diocese,
and but eight glebe-houses in the same;
And whereas there are many glebes in the said diocese fit and convenient to be built upon, and made proper residences for the ministers of the same;
And whereas there are now twelve incumbents within the said diocese under an honorable obligation to build houses on the same, fit
and convenient for themselves and successors, but find it difficult to
raise money for the said purpose on the security of the certificate
hereafter to be granted to them, by reason that the terms of repayment
are uncertain, and therefore have not yet been able to undertake the
said buildings, to the great inconvenience of themselves and parishioners.
Your Memorialist submits it to the consideration of the
Commissioners, whether the compensation to be granted to the borough of Old Leighlin, and those concerned in its rights, might not be
fairly and properly applied according to the meaning of the Act
passed in the last Session of Parliament relative to the compensation
of boroughs, to the assistance and relief of the incumbents in the said
diocese now engaged, or hereafter to be engaged, in the heavy
expense of building ecclesiastical residences.
Your Memorialist would propose that, for, the carrying this beneficial plan into effect, that the said compensation should be paid into
the hands of the Bishop of the said united diocese for the time being,
who should be enabled, at his discretion, as soon as any certificate
was granted within his diocese for building and improvements on
Church lands, to grant from the said fund to the builder and improver,
a loan of a sum not exceeding one-half of the sum so certified, the
said loan to be free of interest.
And that on the acceptance of the said loan, the Incumbent should
give the fullest security (such as the Commissioners may point out)
to the said Bishop, that when the moneys specified in such certificate
should become due to the said builder and improver, or to his executors, &c., that the Bishop should be entitled to receive the first moneys payable by the said successor, his executors, &c., on account of
said certificate; and to sue for and receive the same, to the full
amount of the said loan, in the same manner as the laws now in being
entitle a builder and improver, &c., to sue and recover from his successor or executors, &c.
That the Bishop of the said united diocese should lodge the balance
in his hands in the national Bank, and should once every year have
his accounts audited by the Board of First Fruits, and produce a
voucher from the national Bank of the balance remaining due there
in his name.
The reason why your Memorialist would confine the loan to half the
sum specified in the certificate is, that the successor, by the remaining sum, may be secured from the dilapidations of his predecessor;
and, moreover, that the benefit may extend to more objects.

Your Memorialist begs leave to suggest that, if the said loan were
extended to those Incumbents who, within the said diocese, have
already obtained certificates for their buildings and improvements on
Church lands, that he believes the sum of compensation would be
equal to the same, without interfering in any way with the greater and
more important objects already stated, as it would extend to three
only in number, each of whose expenses have much exceeded the retribution they will receive from their successors ; but as your
Memorialist himself would derive benefit from the same extension,
he no further presumes to urge the same, than as the Commissioners
may feel his personal interests to be affected by the annihilation of
the representation of the borough of Old Leighlin.
Your Memorialist begs leave further to state that, as in the course of
time many glebe-houses may be built by the assistance proposed, and
the calls upon the said fund proportionally diminished, that it might
be expedient to allow the Bishop for the time being, with the approbation of the Board of First Fruits, from the said fund to build a
Registrar's house and office in each of his said dioceses of Leighlin
and Fems, to preserve the wills and other documents belonging
thereunto; for want of which most of the dioceses of this kingdom, as
far as their public documents are concerned, are in a deplorable condition.
And whereas it may happen that larger sums may lie in the hands of
the Bishop for the time being than may soon be appropriated, your
Memorialist proposes that the Bishop for the time being may, with
the approbation of the Board of First Fruits, lay out the same on
pubLic security, hearing interest.
Your Memorialist would further propose that, when any glebe fit and
convenient for building a glebe-house shall be provided, with a proper residence for the minister, and the registries in each diocese shall
be erected, that the sum remaining be invested in public securities,
and the interest arising there from annually appropriated to the maintenance of widows or orphan children of the beneficed clergy in their
said dioceses, the same to be distributed by the Bishop of the said
united dioceses, and the Deans of Leighlin and Fems for the time
being; provided that in all cases where glebe shall afterwards be
obtained and houses built, the afore-mentioned loan shall be made
from the principal sum.
Your Memorialist further states, that the Parish Church of
Maryborough, in the diocese of Leighlin, has necessarily been taken
down in order to be rebuilt; that the building is begun upon an estimate of £1600; that the aid already received is insufficient for the
purpose, and that the work will not be delayed only, but the expense
be a very heavy burden on the parishioners, unless further assisted.
Your Memorialist further states, that the Cathedral church of Fems,
now become parochial, is much too small for the congregation which
should attend it; that the Chapter have no canonry funds, and that
there is no prospect of its enlargement unless other assistance be
obtained.
Your Memorialist would, therefore, submit to the consideration of
the Commissioners, whether they may think it expedient to appropriate £500 to each of these churches, to be applied in such manner
as the Bishop of the diocese for the time being shall direct.
E.LEIGHLIN AND FERNS.

Your Memorialist further proposes that, if the Bishop should at any
time, in his discretion, withhold the said loan from any builder or
improver on Church lands within the said diocese, who had obtained
a certificate for his buildings and improvements, that the said builder
and improver should have liberty to appeal to the Board of First
Fruits, who should finally determine between them.

January 19, 1801.
£15,000 awarded.-To be paid to the Trustees and Commissioners of
First Fruits payable out of ecclesiastical benefices in Ireland, to be
laid and invested by them in the public stocks or funds; the annual
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interest and proceeds to be applied to and for the same uses and purposes as the First Fruits are applicable by law, and in such manner as
shall tend most effectually to promote the constant residence of the.
clergy. The claim of the Right Rev. Euseby, Lord Bishop ofLeighlin
and Fems, disallowed.-From Liber Munerum Hibernice, Vol. 2, Part
7, page 196; where are also copies of the memorials of Bishop of
Clogher, Dean and Chapter of same, and Hugh, Bishop of Ossory.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS OF IRELAND 1835
REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS ON
BOROUGH OF OLD LEIGHLIN.
CHARTER.

CORPORATION
EXTINCT

THIS Borough obtained a Charter from King
James II., bearing date the 4th of July, in the
fourth year of his reign. This charter recited that
Old Leiglin had been an ancient borough, and
possessed a corporation. The corporation probably existed by prescription.
Prior to the Union, it returned two Members to
the Irish Parliament; and the elective extinct,
franchise being vested exclusively in the officers of the Corporation, the offices were filled
and the corporation maintained for the purpose
of exercising it, and accordingly when it was

was disfranchised as a parliamentary borough,
the corporation was permitted to fall into decay.
POPULATION

The town consists of about 20 houses occupied
by nearly 100 persons.There are neither fairs
nor markets held in it.
The land about Old Leighlin is bishop's land,
belonging to the see of Leighlin and Fems,
except from 15 to 20 acres, concerning which
the representation is, that they formerly
belonged to the corporation, and this repute
seems to be supported by the fact that these
acres are held by eight or ten different gentlemen, whose ancestors, it is supposed, got possession of them as burgesses or other officers of
the corporation. There is a reputation that there
were formerly extensive commons belonging to
the municipal body.
There is no police stationed here, and the village
is a very inconsiderable one, and from its situation is not likely to improve.
HENRY BALDWIN.
Inquiry held 2d October 1833.

Mr Seamus Murphy and William Ellis being presented with a schroll conferring on them honourary membership of the Carlow Historical
and Archaeological Society by Mrs. Mgt. Byrne-Minchin (vice president) and Dr. Michael Conry (president) respectively. The event took
place in St. Patricks College, on Sept. 5, 2001
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Operation Corrabut (1973)
This was based on an air disaster with 'bodies' strewn over a square
mile of rough terrain on the slopes of Mount Leinster

CIVIL DEFENCE
Operation Idrone (1974)

MUSINGS CJF A FORMER C.D. VOLUNTEER

Pat O'Mahony
osainte Siobhailte (~ .D.), like a lot of other o~g~nisations means
Cdifferent
things to different people. To some 1t 1s a most worthwhile and deadly serious attempt to cope with problems which we all
hope, most earnestly, will never arise. To others it is sheer waste of
time and public money because there is no solution to the problems
which are bound to arise. To me it meant several years of an interesting, instructive and pleasant part-time occupation; plenty of hard
work, at times; good companionship and the overall satisfaction of
knowing that one was doing something worthwhile for its own sake.
I enlisted during the late fifties and within a few years found myself
filling the shoes of the late Michael Ryan who, at the time was
County Chief Warden. I attended a couple of short courses at the
C.D. School in Dublin, various weekend camps and one-day seminars it the Curragh, Kilkenny, Duncannon, Waterford and Galway
until I became "an officer skilled and trained in every nerve" like
Casey in the Free State Army Volunteer Rescue. My duties included,
among other things, the recruitment and training of wardens and the
co-ordination of the five services which forms a complete C. D. unit
i.e. warden, rescue, casualty, fire and welfare. It is generally
acknowledged that the best way to achieve this is by means of a
series of exercises. The following is a brief outline of the most
notable and successful.

Operation Burrin (1966)
This took place in what remained of Bridewell Lane which provided
an excellent range with numerous partly demolished houses from
which victims' could be rescued. The narrative stated that "A bottled
gas store in the centre of Carlow blew up and many casualties are
feared". This was reported so vividly in the press that people actually visited the town to view the damage. And I had a visit from representatives of a well known gas company who thought they detected
something sinister in the affair.

Use was made of the disused railway line at Borris for this exercise
to simulate a rail disaster. Use was made of Carlow boy scouts and
girl guides as live 'casualties' on this occasion, whereas previously
only dummies were used. One hardy soul allowed himself to be lowered from the viaduct to the roadway some 13m below.
Fortunately, the Carlow C.D. Unit was never called upon to deal with
a genuine disaster but we got a slight taste of the real thing when a
total of 311 refugees (a title they hated) were billeted in town during
the crisis in Belfast in the months of July and August 1972. I dubbed
this "Operation Overflow" because I was under the impression that
we would be called upon to merely handle the surplus from better
equipped centres. My official report of the affair is a rather lengthy
and boring epistle but the following condensed (and somewhat
coloured) version may be of interest.

Operation Overflow ( 1972)
Or, "How we handled the refugee situation" We were successful or,
to be more correct, we got away with it for a variety of reasons i.e.
intelligent planning, good luck, hard work, earnest prayer (of the
good nuns and priests whose premises we 'commanqeered') or, as one
wag put it, "a mixture of civilian muddling and army bullshit". At all
events 'our refugees' were sufficiently impressed to play the game
our way.
We got a reasonable amount of notice of their arrival - they came in
three contingents on different days - about 24 hours. Any less would
have caught us "with our pants down" and any more would have
"caught us snoring".
The number of persons allotted and their E. T.A. (estimated time of
arrival) were found to be highly fictitious. But once we learned to
double the number, take our first thoughts from it and extract the
square root of the difference, we got fairly accurate data on what and
when to expect.

Operation Lerr (1967)
This exercise involved the evacuation of virtually the entire village
of Palatine during a mock radio active fallout situation. The 'evacuees' were transported to the town hall, registered, fed, entertained
and returned home later.

Operation Grease (1968)
Here the narrative stated that "a warehouse on the bank of the river
collapsed and many workers were trapped". This involved in addition
to the usual rescue operations the location and removal of 'bodies'
from the river.

"Operation Burrin"
Directors and Observers.
Pat O'Mahony, Supt. Duke G.S,; M Kavanagh, C.S. School;
J Creed, C.D.O. and P. Barnard, Co. Engineer.
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Refugee co-operation is essential, of course, in matters of this kind.
We obtained the same by studying the pecking order and getting to
work on the leader of the herd (to mix metaphors) with a bit of old
fashioned blarney. Women, we found, are by far the best gaffers and
will whip the others, adults and kids alike, into line better than any
man. On the other hand they are fiercely protective of their own offspring and woe betide anyone who forgets it.
Unattached teenagers were, perhaps, the only incommensurables.
But we found that a swift kick in the pants (literally) for a first
offense and a single ticket back to Belfast for a second, had a salutary effect on the culprit and was an effective warning to other potential delinquents. Good grub and plenty of it, is essential for internal
and external harmony and bending the rules a little in order to provide a cuppa for the ladies at odd moments also works wonders. And
by the same token, a little bit of old world courtesy goes down well
too. Addressing an unco-operative woman as "my dear young lady"
when you really mean "ye bloody oul so-and-so" is often the most
effective way of defusing an explosive situation.
To sum up, I recommend the following points to anyone who seeks
to deal with a similar situation : I.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Work hard and pray fervently
Hang on to your sense of humour
Blarney your way out of trouble
When all else fails, use the hatchet
Never tread on the cook's toes.

Nobody took the weekend camps very seriously although we did
manage to put on a show of sorts for any visiting V.I.P.s. There was
plenty of time for fun and games and all the volunteers, male and
female, made good use of it. some of the incidents which spring to

.
I

mind include:
The day some joker hid my boots and obliged me to parade in bare
feet.
The day the same joker (I suspect) let off a maroon under some
debris and scared the living daylights out of the rescue team operating on the site.
The day our cook(?) produced Irish Stew in a boiler from which the
protective coating of grease had not been removed.
The day another joker, of a more malicious kind, filled a colleague's
bed with broken glass and was arrested by a couple of stalwart wardens, transported a few miles out of camp and dumped on the roadside with instructions to find his own way back to Carlow.
The day we rescued a man (in night attire), two old ladies (fully
clothed), two dogs and a pig during flash floods in Tullow.
The laying to rest, with full ceremonial honours of Michael Ryan,
Tom McGrath and Terry Moran (R.I.P,)
Other ceremonial activities included St. Patrick's Day and Easter
parades, guard of honour at consecration of Bishop Lennon and, the
most memorable of all, when we joined colleagues from all over
Ireland on the occasion of the visit of Pope John Paul II.
In more recent years exercises have taken the form of training for
international incidents on a national scale and confined largely to
wardens and professional staff. They are probably more relevant in
this day and age than the traditional type, but I feel, not nearly as
much fun .

••

'

Easter Parade - 1966
Civil Defense wardens with P.O'Mahony, County Chief Warden heading-up the parade
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REV. SAMUEL HAUGHTON
C1 82 1 -1 897)

THE FORMATIVE YEARS OF A REFORMER

Dr. Norman McMillan
Institute of Technology Carlow
ence of James on Samuel Haughton with that
of the vital formative influence of Erasmus
on Haughton's nemesis Charles Darwin.
James Haughton was a Unitarian radical
reformer who had worked with JKL (Bishop
John of Kildare and Leighlin) for Catholic
Emancipation (a term that ignores the importance of this reform to dissenters such as
Haughton.). James was apparently involved
in the foundation of London Zoological
Gardens, was a Young lrelander, temperance
crusader and anti-slaver. Samuel attended a
large Church of Ireland school in the parish
and was there, also inspired by Mr. Emerson,
a gifted scholar and naturalist. The boy was
from the earliest age trained as a naturalist
from long nature walks on the side of the
River Barrow and the adjacent bog lands
with his schoolmaster. The pair also apparently ventured into the neighbouring hills
where the boy acquired a lifetime's interest
in geology.

Samuel Haughton
The painting of Haughton by Sarah Pursor,
courtesy of Trinity College,
commented upon by Provost Salmon
amuel Haughton came from a very
industrious and prosperous Quaker
Carlow family of malsters and millers in
Carlow. The Haughtons had large commercial properties alongside both banks of the
rivers in the town. Samuel was born on 21
December 1821 to Sarah Handcock, whose
father was a successful linen merchant in
Lisburn. His family background was conse-

S

quently one of some considerable local
celebrity. He had in particular a strong role
model in his immediate family from James
Haughton (1795-1873) when Samuel was a
boy. The exact family relationship, and the
extent of James' influence on the young
Samuel, needs closer examination than given
to date by any biography of either man. A
parallel certainly exists between the influ-

At seventeen, Samuel entered Trinity
College Dublin and rapidly made his mark
'being very quick of apprehension and with a
tenacious memory'. The university was at
this time at its scientific zenith, boasting several academics with international reputations
including William Rowan Hamilton (180565), Humphrey Lloyd ( 1800-1881) and of
special importance to Haughton's subsequent
career James MacCullagh (1809-1847).
Amongst his own generation of students
were included the notable mathematicians
and educationalists George Salmon ( 18191904 ), John Hewitt Jellett (1817-1888),
James Booth (1806-1878) and again one of
special importance to Haughton's career and
another radical Joseph Allen Galbraith
(1818-1891). The age of reform was in full
sway with the Chartist movement in Britain
at its height and led by two revolutionaries
and both Dublin University graduates James
'Bronterre' O'Brien ( 1805 - 1864 ) and
Feargus O'Connor (1796 - 1855 ). The
reform of the British universities ·had been
pioneered in Trinity itself in the early part of
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the century by the sweeping changes brought
about by Provost Bartholomew Lloyd ( 18721837). One of the outstanding intellectual
issues at the centre of the university reform
included two related issues of scientific, and
many at the time felt, national importance.
The radicals maintained Britain was falling
badly behind in the scientific race at a dangerous time of expanding Empires. There
was a fierce debate over the wave-corpuscular hypotheses and the associated issues
involving the introduction into British universities of the French analytical mathematical method known as the 'd'-notation to
replace the obsolete Newtonian 'dot' notation. Trinity had led the way in Britain by
introducing the analytical method into their
teaching programmes and in the university in
general, and MacCullagh in particular with
Haughton in tow, was seen as a strong supporter of the wave theory.
Trinity stood for, and was 'the' example of
British reform, which was opening university education to the middle-classes. It had
also pioneered a new middle-class education
system of lecturers as opposed to the
Oxbridge tutorial system. This system had
emerged out of the unique Trinity system of
competitive examinations. Trinity had the
most competitive undergraduate and fellowship examinations in Britain. Haughton
excelled in this environment and obtained
the Lloyd Exhibition in 1842. He graduated
with a moderatorship in 1844. Seven months
after graduating he was successful in the fellowship examinations which was then an
unsurpassed academic achievement in
Dublin, to become the youngest ever Fellow
of T.C.D. This achievement was made in
direct competition with some very illustrious
names. In 1845, he began his postgraduate
research career sharing rooms and in effect
studying under MacCullagh. The first-phase
of Haughton's multi-layered career thus
came prematurely to an end and he turned
away from mathematical modelling in
physics and astronomy fundamentally
towards geology research. His mathematical
research under the tutelage of MacCullagh
had ended tragic suicide in 1847 of his mentor, and perhaps more prosaically because of
career reasons with the chair of geology in
the offing. This phase of his career is
demarked by the 1848 award of the prestigious Royal Irish Academy Cunningham
medal for only his second independent publication.
Haughton began his academic career working in the then new Engineering School,
which was by its very existence, a significant
university reform being the first in the old
established universities. This School had
been brought into existence by the long and
determined agitation of Humphrey Lloyd,
MacCullagh and other reformers. The

Museum Building, which Ruskin unreservedly praised for its architectural merit,
was erected for a new cohort of students who
studied for a new engineering diploma qualification rather than the degree. The backdrop to this educational reform was of course
the Royal Commission of 1851, which fortunately for the university when the visitation
occurred included as Commissioners no less
than six Trinity men. The Commission report
was duly impressed with the evidence of
young reformers such as Haughton and the
example they provided of Trinity 'selfreform'. Haughton's youthful brilliance and
industry were then duly rewarded in 1851 by
his election to the chair of geology in the
new School.
There existed really was no models of what
subject material should be taught in engineering courses. This gave Haughton, working with his young friend Galbraith, an
exceptional opportunity and the pair pioneered an important set of courses and textbooks for a range of new subject areas. The
importance of the Galbraith and Haughton
Scientific Manuals (hereafter referred to as
Manuals) were however greatly extended by
the introduction in 1848 of examinations for
the Indian Civil Service and Commissions in
the Artillery and Royal Engineers. Courses
were run in Trinity for these new public
examinations, and thus the Manuals written
for Trinity students, were used widely in
other British institutions training men for the
Empire. These Manuals included at least 19
separate books (details given below are obviously not complete despite serious searching
of the archives to obtain the comprehensive
publication list). The Manuals did however
include the following:- Elementary
Mathematics (1851 ), Plane Trigonometry
(1851 ), Arithmetic (2nd. Ed. 1855),
Mechanics
(1854),
Optics
(1854),
Hydrostatics (1854 ), Astronomy ( 1855),
Euclid Books I and II (1856), Experimental
and Natural Science Series (4 volumes 185965), Euclid Book I to IV (1859 to 1863 in 2
volumes), Algebra (1860), Tides and
Currents (1862 2nd Ed.), Steam Engines
(1864), Geology (1865) and Mathematical
Tables (4th Ed. 1887). The Manuals were
published indeed all over the world and
London, Paris, New York, Bombay and
Sydney editions have been found. These
books, in most cases, appeared in many editions, for example, the Hydrostatics Manual
appeared in its ninth edition in 1891. The
importance of these books should not therefore be underestimated, as at this time there
were either no textbooks for these subjects,
or the ones available were out of date, and
not well written for examination students.
The Manuals were perfect for their task
being styled on the classic cram Trinity textbooks they were very well tailored for both
the pocket, and the limited examination

scope of interest of their target readership.
Haughton's education publication count at
the end of his career included the Manuals,
plus his important book On the rotation of a
solid body round a fixed point, being an
account of the late Professor MacCullagh's
lectures on the subject produced shortly after
his suicide (A much later editing in 1880 of
MacCullagh's research work was done in
collaboration with J.H. Jellett of the
Collected Works of MacCullagh). He wrote
and edited some eleven other educational
books. He also produced a very widely
acclaimed book Six Lectures on Physical
Geography (1880) which had some influence, not least on his protege John Joly
(1857-1933) who was to later develop this
field.

Contributions to the Age
of the Earth Controversy
Haughton devoted a decade to researches to
geology and made many notable contributions. including in particular some lasting
ones in physical geology. He had acquired
from his training with MacCullagh a mastery
of the optical properties of crystals. He could
have indeed considered himself at the time
of his election to the chair to. be at the very
forefront of mathematical modelling in geophysics with his work on the earth and its
inner structure and calculations on the depth
of the sea. A hot research area of the day in
geology concerned physical mechanisms of
geological formation and his work on tides
was one such topic he rapidly developed. His
geological researches eventually, and quite
typically for Haughton, stretched over many
fields viz. regional geography, stratigraphy,
palaeontology, mineralogy, petrology, structural geology and economic geology (mining). His use of chemical rock analysis was
an innovation and was an important contribution to geo-chemistry. His use of distortion of fossils to measure the development of
rocks is something that remains significant
in modem times.
His later work in geology was however distinguished by his extensive development of
physical geology and in his 'Notes on
Physical Geology' (1877-81 ), he drew again
on his early physics training. He began consideration of changes in the earth's axis,
changes in the earth's orbit and the age of
continents in important contributions to the
'Age of The Earth' controversy. He was in
this dispute a firm ally of Kelvin. From his
first publications in 1857 on Arctic Fossils,
he gave support by his results at all times
where possible to Kelvin's estimate for the
geological age of the earth of 100-M years.
In 1861, Phillips (who had briefly held the
chair of geology in Trinity) had independently estimated from sedimentary stratification

,----
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the age of the earth as 96-M years. Haughton
carried forward another estimate based on
the existence of fossils in the Arctic which he
believed were thus situated in these icy
climes because of the gradual cooling of the
earth. His estimate of2,298-M years, for the
period between the time of the formation of
the oceans and the beginning of the tertiary
period, was clearly too big from his own
anti-evolutionist perspective. He however
published the result, which gave support to
the uniformitarians. In 1878, he reworked
the calculation using Rossetti's law of cooling. He assigned temperatures in the Polar
Regions to each period as the earth cooled
from the time water began to condense at
212 °F and to call to its present averaged
near O °F, but his results were puzzling.
These estimates required neither vast expansion of post-Miocene time nor the contraction of the Paleozoic, Mesozoic and early
Cenozoic eras. He employed in this stratigraphical calculation the widely accepted
rate of continental denudation using Geike's
estimate of one foot per 3,000 years and
assumed stratified rock to possess a thickness of I 77 ,200 feet. He then unfortunately
used dubious reduction techniques to contrive a result of 152-M years, that was compatible with Kelvin's estimate for preMiocene times, but significantly reduced
from the uncomfortably large period of 1.5
billion years.

In his final major contribution to this enormously important debate, he worked in a
collaboration with J. Emerson Reynolds
(1844 - 1920), professor of chemistry in
Trinity. Their work on the drag of water and
air on air was an effort to improve the physical basis for the estimate of the tidal friction
calculation. This work inspired his colleague
George Howard Darwin (1845-1912) to
begin work on the problem. From a hypothetical model of the genesis of the earth moon system and applying essentially the
Haughton tidal theory, Darwin came up with
an estimate of 54-M years for the formation
of our earth-moon system (with the existing
duration of months and days). This astronomical estimate was conveniently in agreement with Kelvin's figure and the paper
received much notice from the contemporary
scientific fraternity. This acclaim of
Darwin's estimate however robbed
Haughton of much of his richly deserved
priority for initiating the work. Haughton's
related researches published in 1880 on the
annual discharge of large rivers were an
attempt to improve Phillips' sedimentation
calculation of the age of the earth. Late in
life, Haughton's mature reflection on geological age of the earth edged up to 200-M
years. His varied approaches to chronology
of the earth were a significant and manysided contribution to an important scientific

debate.
Haughton's reliance on physical principles
paradoxically greatly limited his immediate
historical legacy. Interestingly as a postscript
it is worth noting that it was his early microscopical geological researches in 1858 on the
biotite from Ballyellen, County Carlow that
resulted in the discovery of pleochroic
haloes. These small spherical features in
rock samples are found in some radioactive
rocks and result (as shown by Joly in 1907)
from the presence of a small alpha emitting
quantity of either uranium or thorium. The
fixed range of the alpha particles that are
emitted randomly in all directions produces
spherical features. Radioactivity was of
course an unknown source of heat energy to
the earth modellers Kelvin and Haughton.
This energy subsequently was used by Joly
and others to extend Kelvin's estimate of the
age of the earth. Haughton ultimately produced 81 papers on diverse topics of geology and physical geography and 5 on Arctic
travel, which arose out of his research interest in Arctic fossils. Haughton's work in
geology in its totality stands as a wide ranging piece of innovative detailed research, full
of new data and methods that were to be
integrated into established geological procedure. Indeed, with the discovery of radioactivity, physicists and uniformitarian geology
could final begin agreeing on the age of the
earth and Haughton's work on physical geology could come into its own, but others took
the credit for much of his laborious work.

Contributions
to
Medical
Science,
Biomechanics, Meteorology and Chemistry
The year 1859 marked a watershed for both
science and Haughton. Coincidentally, the
Carlowman enrolled as at the advanced age
of thirty-eight as an undergraduate in the
Medical School in Trinity in the very same
year as Charles Darwin published his On the
Origin of Species. It was an incredible turn
of events, for a established mathematician
and geologist acclaimed for his work in both
fields and a Fellow of the Royal Society, to
undertake the drudgery of attending a course
of academic study. He continued to hold
throughout this time as a medical undergraduate the chair of geology. There seems to
have been very little sign of any let up in his
prodigious publication record from this additional study load, as during this time he published twelve geological papers. Clearly, at a
personal level, he required a professional
knowledge of comparative anatomy for his
own developing research interests. Possibly,
the readiest way of acquiring this knowledge
was through the study of human anatomy in
the Medical School. There was, however, a
second reason, the university was seriously
concerned about the standards to teaching in
the Medical School. In particular, the Board

of Trinity, was concerned about the wellreported slackness in directing dissecting
classes and other practical work by the medical professors. The latter were, the Board
believed, more concerned with developing
their own private practices than teaching.
Haughton's appearance in the undergraduate
class was certainly a shot over the bows of
the errant medical professors. As it transpired, Haughton provided a long-term solution for the university to this problem. As
soon as he graduated, he was appointed
Registrar of the School of Medicine and was
thus in the administrative position to sort out
the problem, which he did of course in short
order.
After graduation in the Medical School,
Haughton's research abruptly switched to
zoological studies of anatomy. He was able
to obtain easily specimens from the Dublin
Zoological Gardens, with which he was
deeply involved from 1864. It was his habit
to spend hours daily in the dissecting room
studying the comparative anatomy of the
muscular systems of vertebrates. Haughton's
reputation stands on his book Principles of
Animal Mechanics which appeared in 1873
based on a decade of painstaking animal dissections. The work was for a considerable
time, the standard text on the ,topic, being the
most comprehensive study of the physiological function of animals. The work included
details of ostrich, emu, cassowary, pheasant,
alligator, crocodile, hedgehog, monkey,
llama, sloth, leopard, jaguar, tiger and lion.
Haughton's use of advanced physics to
explaining the movement of limbs and muscle systems is one of the most impressive
and certainly the most original aspect of the
book. He conclusively demonstrated that the
'Maupertius' principle ofleast action' applied
to animal physiology.
The driving forces in this study was his
determination to undermine the theory of
evolution by removing the possibility of
change in all animal species. He attempted to
demonstrate that the animal forms were perfectly adapted to their environment and
therefore they could not evolve. He was
however too late to make any crucial impact
on the key evolutionary debate between T.H.
Huxley and Sir Richard Owen which had
occurred a decade earlier (The issue that was
at the storm centre of the debate, at which
Huxley always contrived to keep himself,
was by the 1870s concerned with bacteriological rather than human genesis).
Haughton, eventually published 31 papers
on animal mechanics. His usual modus
operandi was in this period was to publish in
the Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy
and later to communicate the most important
results to the Royal Society of London as a
series of Discourses. He points out six major
conclusions at the end of the book Principle
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of Animal Mechanics, and in Point 5, he
claims to have shown the permanence of
each species which on the principles laid
down by Mr. Darwin are 'absolutely
secured'. A complementary copy of his book
to the 'author of the unproved hypothesis'
was acknowledged but all Haughton's laboriously crafted arguments appear to have
solicited was a short reply "I grieve that our
theoretical views about the organic world
differ so widely". His work also appears to
generally have been ignored by the evolutionists.
Haughton's own reputation posthumously
suffered seriously from this role as a determined opponent of the theory of evolution as
the victors write the 'official' history and they
effectively wrote Haughton as 'a crossover
biologist' out of the story. The same fate did
not befall his collaborator Kelvin, who was
fiercely protected by the physics community.
Only now, as we begin to reassess these
debates and the more objective scientific
merit of the work of the combatants can we
see the impressive nature of Haughton as
both a biophysicist and biomechanists. He is
remembered in this regard in particular, if
somewhat unfortunately, for his proposal for
humane execution in 1866. The formula
relates the weight of the unfortunate to the
drop necessary (Haughton drop is measured
in feet and is the weight of the felon in
ounces divided by 2,240) to dislocate the
joints at the junction of the vertebral column
and so damage the medulla oblongata to
cause swift and therefore the desired painless
death.
As a medical reformer, he was of course particularly important. He had undertaken some
early medical studies in 1857 and in 1862
graduated with a MB and MD. He was
appointed Registrar of the medical School on
the 31 June 1863. In that year he began the
reform of the Medical School by arranging
the appointing William Stokes as Chairman
of the Medical Committee with himself as
Secretary. In 1864, he became a Governor of
St Patrick Duns' Hospital and opened the
hospital for surgical and medical patients. In
1867, the School of Physic Amendment Act
(Haughton Act) passed into law on the 5
April. Having copperfastened his power in
Irish medical administration, he set about the
reform of Irish medical training. The
Bachelor of Surgery became registerable in
1876. He resigned from the position of
Registrar of the Medical School in 1879, but
only to make possible his appointment as the
Chairman of the new Medical Committee
and thereby to extend his administrative
power. Trinity pioneered the GMC examinations and registration and Haughton played a
key role of course in both the developments
in Dublin (he was naturally immediately
appointed Trinity's GMC Representative)

but also in London. Surprisingly only published 8 papers on medical topics and a mere
4 others on biological topics. For this polymath this was a relatively small number of
papers and reflected his priorities were in
medical administration. His legacy was however enormous in this field as he established
modem medical training in Ireland and
played a significant role in the general
reform of medical education in Britain.
His final phase of research concerned principally meteorological and chemical researches, which began in 1878. As usual, when he
entered a new field of study, there were a
rush of publication. By 1884, he had produced some 11 papers on solar radiation and
related topics. His most important contribution adapted Rossetti's law of cooling to produce a new mathematical model for terrestrial radiation to that of incoming solar radiation. He considered the effects of both the
sun's and earth's heat inputs to the system
and the effects of variation in atmospheric
conditions. These factors were assessed in
the context of the debate over the geological
time, the cause of glacial epochs and glacial
climates. During this phase, he produced 19
papers on solar radiation. The final facet of
his scientific odyssey was a series of imaginative papers on chemistry, based on a
Newtonian gravitational planetary model of
molecules. The papers concerned the number of possible measurands of this system
including angular momentum, the periodic
rate of rotation, the molecular weight of the
compound and the heat of formation of the
molecule and finally the size of the molecule. The series of seven papers dealt with
binary, tertiary, quaternary and quinary-compounds and appeared between 1887 and
1896. He also produced two papers on
Newland's and Medelejeft's periodic laws of
atomic weights.

1864 as Secretary and finally from 1885 as
President. One is forced to conclude that this
Society was his real professional love.
Haughton was a man of religious conviction
and was deeply attached to the Church of
Ireland. He took holy orders in 1844 when
he was elected to his Fellowship in Trinity.
He had drifted from the Society of Friends
after his marriage. Haughton's views to the
1850-1 Royal Commission was that the
Queen's Colleges were "impotent though
angry and spiteful rivals of their Dublin sister". He was however given a very sharp
wake-up call with the rise of continued
advance of nationalism, which in the person
of Dr Walsh, Archbishop of Dublin had
attacked Trinity as 'that ancient citadel of
ascendancy and exclusiveness'. The defence
of protestant privilege changed fundamentally for both Galbraith and Haughton in 1868
with the election of Gladstone who campaigned for the Disestablishment of the
Church of Ireland. Galbraith was converted
from a conservative, chaplain of the Grand
Lodge into a Home Ruler. This party was
founded by this Trinity man with another
Isaac Butt (1813-79) at a meeting in the
Bilton Hotel in Dublin in May 1870. It was
indeed Haughton's closest collaborator that
coined the name Home Rule and soon
Haughton had joined this political nationalist
movement. Trinity was thereafter polarised
into unionist and nationalist and camps, and
to a great extent so also were the RDS and
the RIA. Haughton's political star however
rose in the 'nationalist' Academy as this feeling for independence grew as the century
progressed. He published only two articles
on university reform and the same number of
sermons. His polemical articles on the history of the earth were of far greater importance.

Summary
Political and Professional Career
Haughton became a member of the Royal
Dublin Society and the Royal Irish Academy
in 1845. He subsequently served on the
Academy Council for some thirty years at
various times and became Vice-President of
the Academy in 1856. He was President
from 1886 until 1891 during very troubled
times of the political dispute within the
Academy. He was elected very early in his
career in 1858 as Fellow of the Royal
Society. He was President of the Geological
Society of Dublin from 1859. He was president of the Dublin University Biological
Society from 1876. He received only three
honorary degrees bestowed a D.C.L. from
Oxford in 1868, a LL.D. from Cambridge in
1880 and M.D. from Bologna in 1888. He
served the Royal Zoological Society from
1860 as a Committee member, then from

Haughton was a founder of physical anatomy; he was a pioneer of earth modelling for
both the internal motion of the molten core
and the meteorological issues relating to
solar radiation and significantly he entered
the field before Kelvin; he was the world
authority on tidal theory and the geochronology of tidal sedimentation; he was a pioneer
of tidal friction theories; he made many
notable microscopic and other geological
discoveries; he was an significant anti-evolutionist polemicist; he was a great educational innovator in scientific subjects; he was
a master of administrative reform in both
medical education and practice; he was an
active participant in both the contemporary
national and scientific political movements;
but above all he was a Dublin University
man to the last, but one of great courage and
conviction who stood for both Home Rule
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and reform when these issues were very
unpopular with a vociferous majority in
Trinity.
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Carlow County Council has prepared a
Draft Development Plan for the county
outlining, among other things, 'protected
structures' listed for preservation. The
Carlow Historical and Archaeological
Society (CHAS) saw this as an ideal
opportunity to list and protect as many
buildings, structures, artefacts and areas of
conservation (SACs and SPAs) as possible
and made an honest effort to update the list
before the plan was finalised. However,
they found that due to omissions and inadequate descriptions of the protected structures they were unable to carry out this
task. Consequently, they have asked members to do two things. Firstly, individual
members of the society were asked to list
items, which they considered worthy of
protection and to send them to the society
or directly to the heritage officer.
Secondly, the society is now asking all its
members and members of the public to
make every effort to protect the heritage
items in their own areas. They can do so
by ensuring that nobody interferes in any
way whatsoever with those structures. If
this should happen they are advised to
approach the society or the heritage officer
for the county without delay.

Dr. Laurance Ryan, Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin making a presentation to the Rev. Ken
Sherwood at the launch of the publication The Churches of Kildare and Leighlin. To mark his
contribution to the book he was presented with a pen and ink sketch of Old Leighlin
Cathedral.

Andrea Frohlich, winner of Gold medal in the Trinity College/Irish Times senior history
essay competion, pictured with the president of the Carlow Historical and Archaeological
Society, Dr. Michael Conry. Andrea gave a talk on World War II to the Society in the Seven
Oaks Hotel, Carlow.
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"16"
The 16th Irish Division and 1916
Roger Casement and the Irish Volunteers
Angus Mitchell

ll

Lt. General Sir Lawrence Parsons
ixteen is a convenient and unspecific title
adopted for the purpose of connecting
movements, people, ideas and events that do
not easily or naturally combine in the general interpretation of the Irish story. In Ireland
the number holds a sacred resonance because
of the year 1916: the year of the Easter
Rising and the Battle of the Somme. That
year is possessed with a symbolism as significant as 1066 in English remembrance or
1776, the year of the American Declaration
of Independence. Each year, Bloom's Day is
celebrated on the 16 June. Is there a certain
cabalist mystery about the number? Is it part
of the 'secret Scripture', to steal a phrase that
was conjured in that tragic year of sacrifices. i

S

If there is an obvious beginning to this discourse, it is the founding of the Irish
Volunteers in November 1913 in response to
the founding of the Ulster Volunteer Force
by Sir Edward Carson and the signing of the
Solemn League and Covenant in September
1912. The story ends in tragedy and a widespread need to forget with the Armistice of
November 1918 and the victory of Sinn Fein
in the general election. Both Ireland and the
world changed irretrievably during that period. Two important lives which have been
widely suppressed are those of Lt. General
Sir Lawrence Parsons and (Sir) Roger
Casement. Parsons would find distinction
and honour as the founder of the 16th (Irish)
Division, Casement, in contrast, would be
executed for High Treason but their lives are
entwined with decision-making that would
have tremendous consequences for Ireland
during the twentieth-century.ii

Lt. General Sir Lawrence Parsons (18651923) was a cousin of the Earls of Rosse of
Birr Castle. Born in 1850 he had joined the
Royal Artillery and chose soldiering as his
profession, serving in several far-flung cor-
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this society is Nora Robertson's witty memoir
Crowned Harp about Anglo-Irish life before
the first World War.

ners of Empire. His grandson, the historian
Esmonde Robertson, wrote:

I was in Ireland at Huntington Castle
Co. Carlow when we got the news of
the declaration of war. I hurried back
to my home at Cirencester via
Rosslare & Fishguard that evening.
At every station between Fems &
Fishguard the whole population of
the district seemed to be collected
giving an enthusiastic send off to the
naval reservists.v

He had served as an artillery expert
in the army of Natal during the Boer
war and later wrote the official manual for training in the British army.
According to Field Marshall Sir
Evelyn Wood he was one of the best
authorities in tactical training of
troops ... [and] having served as
Inspector General of Artillery on
Kitchener's Staff in India, he commanded the 6th Division near Cork
from 1906-09. iii
In 1911 his only daughter and heir, Nora
Parsons married the architect, Manning
Robertson of Huntington Castle, Clonegal.
Manning's father, Herbert Robertson (18491916) was a distinguished M.P. for South
Hackney and keen genealogist. In political
circles he was friendly with a number of
Nationalist M.P.'s. such as Joseph Devlin,
John Dillon, Swift MacNeill and Stephen
Gwynn who were part of the DurdinRobertson circle of friends. The scribbling
diaries of Sir Lawrence Parsons, held in the
National Library of Ireland, record happy days
in and around the Blackstairs Mountains bordering counties Wicklow, Wexford and
Carlow, fishing the Slaney and hunting with his
brother-in-law.iv One source for understanding

A short manuscript memoir written by Lt.
General Sir Lawrence Parsons, still held
among his papers at Huntington Castle,
records his activities and thoughts in the first
weeks of hostilities and the part he played
before he began recruiting and training the
16th (Irish) Division, he wrote:

As a distinguished member of the aristocraticmilitary caste, Parsons was asked by Lord
Kitchener, within weeks of Britain declaring
war on Germany, to found the 16th (Irish)
Division.vi Over the next fourteen months
Parsons trained the 16th (Irish) Division into a
highly competent fighting force. But on the eve
of the departure of the 16th (Irish) Division for
France, Parsons was 'retired' for what appear to
be political reasons. The 16th (Trish) Division
lasted on the Western front for a little over two
years. In early 1918 due to immense casualties
it was disbanded and quickly passed into the
anmesia of Irish history.
There has been a similar effort to forget
Roger Casement's role as a revolutionary
whose views and actions were central to the
origins of the Irish Volunteer movement.
Casement had served with distinction in
Africa and South America as a British
Foreign Office Consul. He contributed both
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evidence and ideas to the ethical discussion
among the radical liberal lobby in defining
questions of international human rights and
what is today espoused in theory but not
often pursued in practice as an 'ethical foreign policy. 'vii From 1906 he was a significant influence in trying to encourage a
benevolent attitude in the conduct of
Imperial Foreign Policy and had access to
many of the leading statesmen of that time.
King George V knighted Casement as part of
the coronation honours list in 1911, on the
recommendation of Sir Edward Grey, for his
humanitarian investigations. At the height of
his popularity in Britain he was widely
acclaimed as one of the most outstanding,
self-sacrificing public servants of his age.
But in that same year, as British diplomacy
began to pursue a policy that would end in
Germanophobia and war, Casement began to
attack the Empire and institutions, which he
had previously defended and worked for.
After his retirement from the Foreign Office
in the summer of 1913, he began to openly
conspire with the advanced nationalist
movement. After the founding of the Irish
Volunteers, he led a recruitment drive across
Ireland and America and fuelled a propaganda war against the country he had once
served. When his treason had been identified
in September 1914, Kitchener placed a price
of £5000 on his head and he became the
most wanted man in the Empire. Casement's
revolutionary role in the founding of the
Irish Volunteers is an obscure and secret
avenue of history. He is the figure who
turned the cultural nationalist movement
centered on the Gaelic League towards a discourse of colonial resistance. On the outbreak of war in 1914 Casement emerged as
the international spirit driving the Irish revolutionary movement, the inheritor of the
legacy of Wolfe Tone and Robert Emmet.
But his diplomatic journey to Germany
ended in failure and his arrest on Banna
Strand in County Kerry opened the tragic
events of Easter 1916.
In the way that both Parsons and Casement
had served the Empire there are clear parallels although they belonged to different
branches of the imperial elite. Parsons was
part of the military 'inner circle' and was particularly close to Kitchener. Casement was
party to the discussion on Imperial Foreign
Policy and later part of the revolutionary
inner circle in Ireland, although he never
joined the IRB. During 1914 & 1915 both
men were primarily interested in the recruitment of Irishmen. Both ultimately fell victim
to the dominant power of politics and were
defeated by the political betrayals of that
age. It is their involvement in the question of
recruitment and the fate of the Irish
Volunteer movement where their stories are
most clearly linked.

Roger Casement & the Formation of the
Irish Volunteers
The Irish Volunteer movement was founded
on 25 November 1913 at the Rotunda Rink in
Dublin.viii Although Casement was not present on the occasion, an interesting correspondence between Casement and Eoin MacNeill,
the scholar who organised and chaired the proceedings of that evening, was purchased by
the National Library of Ireland in 1995_ix
What a close reading of this material suggests
is that Casement was far more instrumental in
the founding of the Volunteers than anyone has
to date understood. On returning from the
meeting, MacNeill immediately sat down and
wrote to Casement about what had happened.
He ended his long letter: 'In the constructive
work we need the help of men like you who
can stand out detached and see the whole case,
and I hope we shall have your help now.'
Roger Casement
Casement answered MacNeill's call. He
came to Ireland in the first days of December
and in the following months emerged as the
most active and outspoken figure in recruiting men and inspiring and driving the Irish
Volunteer movement forward. During the
following months he led a series of recruitment rallies through Ireland in the company
of Bulmer Hobson, Patrick Pearse, Thomas
MacDonagh, Eoin MacNeill and Tom and
Laurence Kettle. He sat on the Provisional
Committee of the Irish Volunteers, helped
draft manifestoes and diplomatic memoranda, was elected honorary treasurer and
actively engaged in recruitment strategies.
He was a guiding protagonist in the emergence of the military organization 'to raise,
train, discipline, arm and equip a Volunteer
army.' On 10th December 1913 with
MacNeill and Pearse he visited Galway.
Three days later, on 14th, he headlined a
meeting at Cork and organised a large volunteer rally. On 25th January he went to
Limerick and attended a meeting at the
Athenaeum again in the company of Patrick
Pearse. After each of these meetings hundreds of Volunteers signed up to the movement. At a Volunteer rally at Kilkenny on the
5th March 1914, Casement, standing beside
Thomas MacDonagh said:
The Freedom of Ireland is not going
to be won at Westminster. If the people of Ireland want it as much as the
people of Ulster did not want it they
must be prepared to fight for it. They
must put revolution in place of resolution as they had enough resolutions already. If they meant to have
Home Rule they should be prepared
to shed their blood for it.X
On St Patrick's Day he returned to Limerick
and marched with 600 Volunteers to
Ballinacurra, where he reviewed the men.

That same night he addressed 150 members
of the Fianna na nEireann. On 19th April at
Tullamore he made a rousing speech connecting the Volunteer movement with the
volunteers of 1782 and began stirring the
revolutionary sentiments in the Irish spirit.
He shared the platform that evening with
Professor Tom Kettle. A letter by Casement
was read at Waterford on the 27th of April. It
concluded:
If our souls, our courage, our intelligence, were as disciplined and selfreliant as our arms are strong and our
bodies hardy Ireland would be a free
nation of the world tomorrow.xi

Casement's determined work founding the
Volunteer movement reached a political
crescendo on 8 May 1914 when he took Eoin
MacNeill to visit the nationalist leaders John
Redmond, John Dillon, Joseph Devlin and
Tom Kettle at the House of Commons to discuss the rapidly expanding Volunteer movement. The party leaders demanded that the
control of the militia should be transferred to
a new committee, on which Redmond would
share power with the 'advanced nationalists.'
Casement remembered the meeting in his
Brief to Counsel, dictated to George Gavan
Duffy in the Tower of London in May 1916.
He wrote:
The object of the meeting [for them],
I perceived, was to feel their way
towards control of the Volunteers. I
said: "You want control of the
Volunteers. I have no wish to remain
in control of the Volunteers, if we
could receive an assurance that the
work would be carried on as we
were pledged to the Irish people to
carry it on, that it will remain an
armed movement, for when we told
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army. Throughout June Ireland teetered on
the brink of Civil War. Casement raised his
last Volunteer brigade in Cushendun and on
the 28th June delivered the oration beside the
stone erected to Sean O'Neill at the foot of
Glen Corpse looking across the Sea of
Moyle to south Argyllshire. Afterwards he
departed for Glasgow and from there journeyed to America. It is estimated that, by
then, the Irish Volunteers had a potential
180,000 men at their disposal. But the movement was starting to split, as Casement had
predicted, along extremist and non-extremist
lines.

the young men to drill, we, at the
same time, told them that we should
get rifles for them." Redmond said:
"Rifles are the last thing they should
have. Anything but thatxii
When the meeting was over the others left
the room leaving Casement and Redmond
alone. Redmond then expressed distrust of
some of the Volunteer committee, especially
Patrick Pearse and Bulmer Hobson.
Casement continued:
I pointed out to Mr. Redmond that
whilst one Irishman might be an
Extremist
and
another
a
Constitutionalist, like himself, there
was no reason why both should not
be good friends at heart and, where
possible, work in harmony for the
welfare of Ireland. That the
Volunteer movement necessarily
represented all sections of Irish
nationalists, extremists and nonextremists, and it was our object, as
the guides of this movement, to keep
all these men banded together in a
purely non-sectional organization.
I then said: "For instance, I am an
extremist; it is true I take extreme
views upon the Irish national cause
that you might not approve of, but,
on the other hand, I recognise the
value of your efforts, and so far as I
have any influence I have always
used it to support you and your cause
and I shall never do anything to
injure you, but, on the other hand, I
shall never do anything to quench
the flame of patriotism in the heart
of any young Irishman however
extreme he may be."
Mr. Redmond said, looking down on the carpet - "Well, Sir Roger, I do not mind you getting an Irish Republic if you can."xm
Within hours of that meeting at Westminster,
Casement met with other sympathisers at the
house of the historian Alice Stopford Green
at 36 Grosvenor Road: both the novelist
Erskine Childers and Darrel Figgis were present. Casement took the decision there and
then to run guns in to Ireland for the Irish
Volunteers. It was realised that those who
provided the arms would control the force
and the plans for the Howth gun-running initiative were hatched.xiv
Over the ensuing weeks, letters were batted
forth between the Volunteer Committee and
Constitutional Nationalist over the constitution of the new governing body of the
Volunteers. Redmond's negotiating position
was strengthened by the fact that the Home
Rule Bill had passed its final stages in the

The split was copper-fastened by two events
that happened during the following weeks.
Redmond and the constitutional position was
fortified by the placing of Home Rule on the
Statute books. For the 'republican' or
'extreme' element the successful landing of
arms at Howth on 25th July by Erskine
Childers, Gordon Shepherd and Lord
Monteagle's daughter Mary Spring-Rice
inspired their cause. But Britain's declaration of war on Germany a week, after the
landing of guns at Howth, changed everything.

John Redmond
Commons. During May Casement took the
Volunteer cause North and with MacNeill
addressed meetings at Greencastle,
Sixmilecross, Omagh, and Carrickmacross.
On 26 May he reviewed 500 national
Volunteers with Captain Jack White in Celtic
Park in Londonderry. (Nine months earlier,
Casement had arranged for White to take
charge of the training of the Citizen Army.)
On 28 May he addressed a meeting in
Strabane. On 31st he organised a further
meeting of Volunteers at Cushendall. A census done of the Volunteers at the end of May
showed that there was now a total of 129,000
enrollments - (41,000 in Ulster). On 5 June
he spoke at Belfast and later that day
addressed a meeting at Dungannon and
spoke out resolutely against partition:
These men who say that the cutting
up of Ireland into two parts Protestant and Catholic - is the solution are no Irishmen, and so far as I
know no Irishman could put that
proposal forward as a solution.
On 9 June he wrote a long letter to Redmond
trying to persuade him to find a suitable general to lead the Volunteers and suggesting
General Kelly-Kenny. (Not such a good suggestion since the general was paralysed in
both legs.)xvi What the Irish Volunteer
movement lacked, unlike the Ulster
Volunteers, was a sufficient supply of competent officers to train and discipline the

Lt. General Sir Lawrence Parsons and the
Formation of the 16th (Irish) Division
It is generally agreed by historians that

although the outbreak of war in 1914
unleashed conflict across Europe and in
many contested regions of Empire, it postponed the outbreak of civil war in Ireland.xvii
The forces of the domestic dilemma in
Ireland, which had led to the founding of two
opposing volunteer armies, were now diverted to world war. Germany certainly believed
that the imminence of civil war in Ireland
would prevent Britain's active participation
in the European struggle. On the outbreak of
war, Redmond pledged the complete support
of Irish nationalists to the British imperial
effort. The object now became the diversion
of the Irish Volunteers into a force prepared
to fight for rather than against the Empire. It
required a complete change in the military
spirit achieved with a mix of political
intriguing and propaganda. Those who formerly supported national defence, had now
to be persuaded into active service abroad.
The placing of Home Rule on the statute
books and the promise that Ireland would be
granted independence at the end of the war
empowered Redmond and the constitutional
nationalists to achieve this.
On the 20 September Redmond made his
famous Woodenbridge speech which
brought about a complete split in the provisional committee of the Irish Volunteers as
Casement had predicted but tried desperately to avoid. A meeting of the original mem-
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bers of the Committee met and in a manifesto repudiated Redmond's policy. The Irish
Volunteer movement now divided between
'advanced nationalists' and 'constitutional
nationalists'. Colonel Maurice Moore and
Tom Kettle and around 160,000 Volunteers
went with the Parliamentary party and
became the Irish National Volunteers. A far
smaller group of between 12,000 and 15,000
advanced nationalists remained loyal to the
MacNeill-Casement alliance - these were the
hard core revolutionaries who would rebel
against Britain in 1916.

General Sir Lawrence Parsons was notified
that he was to take command. It was not an
easy job and was considered 'the most difficult divisional task in the New Army.'
Parsons is reputed to have said at the outset
that he wanted 'no damned politics' in his
command. But it was wishful thinking, the
pressure of events forced Parsons 'to walk a
political tightrope in his relationship with the
nationalists', a relationship that was ultimately to undo him.xix The Division was composed of 3 Brigades (47th I 48th and 49th)
each consisting of four battalions:

The next hurdle both politically and militarily became the recruiting of the Irish
National Volunteers into the British army.
Questions of recruitment were treated as a
highly sensitive issue, protected by increasing levels of secrecy as the war progressed.
By 1916 recruitment was debated at
Westminster during 'secret sessions,' parliamentary sessions which went unrecorded
and were protected by both the Defence of
the Realm Act and Official Secrets Act
( 1911 ). Although there have been some fine
studies on recruitment, there is still a great
amount of work to be done, in particular
with regard to the political ramifications of
how it was handled.

47th Brigade

Three obviously identifiable Irish Divisions
emerged from Kitchener's call to arms and
the creation of the New Army. The I 0th
(Irish) Division, composed mainly of regulars, was part of the British Expeditionary
Force and sustained desperate casualties at
Suvla Bay, during the Dardanelles campaign
in 1915. The 36th (Ulster) Division was initially an exclusively Protestant division and
quickly absorbed most of Carson's Ulster
Volunteer Force. Finally there was the 16th
(Irish) Division formed mainly from catholic
and nationalist recruits, many of whom had
signed up for the Irish Volunteers. The first
historical study devoted to the 16th (Irish)
Division appeared in 1992.
Ireland's
Unknown Soldiers by Terence Denman
opened many Irish eyes to the sacrifice made
by the catholic/nationalist community during
the first World War. In his introduction,
Denman commented that although 'the Great
War ended over seventy years ago ... the part
that nationalist and catholic Ireland played in
that terrible conflict is still a sensitive subject. Irish participation has received scant
study'. Other excellent recent histories
include Tom Johnstone Orange, Green and
Khaki and the interesting work by Thomas P.
Dooley, Irishmen or English Soldiers? - The
Times and World of a Southern Catholic
Irish Man (1876-1916) Enlisting in the
British Army During the First World War
(1995).xviii
The 16th Division came into being on 11
September 1914 and within a few weeks, Lt.

With this letter Parsons was quite deliberately linking himself to the political objectives
of Redmond's cause. While initial contact
between the two seems to have been genial
enough, as the months went by the differences began to emerge and create frictions.
The military strategist and historian, Von
Clausewitz described war as being compounded of three forces 'the government for
which it was an instrument of policy; the
military for whom it was the exercise of
skill; and the people as a whole, the extent of
whose involvement determined the intensity
with which the war would be waged:xxi It
was the handling of this uneasy trinity which
eventually caused an acrimonious parting of

6th Royal Irish Regiment
6th Connaught Rangers
7th Leinster Regiment
8th Royal Munster Fusiliers
48th Brigade
7th Royal Irish Rifles
9th Royal Munster Fusiliers
8th Royal Dublin Fusiliers
9th Royal Dublin Fusiliers
49th Brigade
7th Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
8th Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
7th Royal Irish Fusiliers
8th Royal Irish Fusiliers
The correspondence from General Parsons
to John Redmond has survived and the earliest letter was scribbled on 16th October
1914:
I hope you will excuse me, an entire
stranger for writing to you. My
excuse for doing so is that we are
both working in the same cause. I
have recently been appointed by
Lord Kitchener to command the 16th
Division of the New Army, because I
am an Irishman and understand my
countrymen. Now I have been reading your recent admirable speeches
stimulating recruiting, and your references to an "Irish Brigade" induce
me to think that you have not been
informed that three essentially Irish
brigades form the 16th Division, and
that, therefore, it has every claim to
be called an Irish Division, a much
larger and finer unit than a brigade.
Further on in the letter he wrote: 'I
am one of the Birr, King's County,
family of Parsons, was born there,
and, I think, may call myself an
Irishman and a descendant of one of
the strongest opponents of the
Union, and an equally strong supporter of Catholic emancipation and
endowment of the Catholic
Church.xx

William Redmond
the politician and the soldier. Three problems preoccupied discussions in these first
months. Firstly, the nationality of the men
who should be encouraged to enlist in the
division. Secondly the authority which
should recommend names of those who were
to hold commissions and, thirdly, the
insignia which would give the Division its
specific identity.xxii
It was decided that the 47th Brigade would

be formed only of Irish National Volunteers.
There were some obvious political definitions to the regiments. The 6th Connaughts
for instance were 'almost to a man followers
of Mr Devlin from Belfast.'xxiii The 8th
Munsters were recruited heavily from
among National Volunteers in Cork and
Limerick. According to Denman recruiting
in Carlow fell under the authority of General
Friend who administered the Northern
Division of the 49th Brigade. The question
of officers was problematic. Parsons wanted
only Protestants in command and had difficulties incorporating the existing Volunteer
leadership, especially Colonel Maurice
Moore who he considered 'no use.'xxiv He

CARLDVIANA

reluctantly allowed several public figures
involved in the political struggle to be commissioned, including the writer and politician, Stephen Gwynn, already in his midfifties in 1915. Gwynn's allegiance is interesting. He was a great friend of the Parsons
family and an active ally in Casement's
humanitarian endeavours. In 1911 he had
lobbied on his behalf from the floor of the
Commons on slavery issues; earlier in the
century he had worked with Casement on
cultural causes and the two had met at the
Feis na nG!eann in 1904.xxv After the war,
Gwynn wrote Casement's entry in the
Dictionary of National Biography and his
son, Denis Gwynn, published in the early
1930s comprehensive biographies on both
Casement and Redmond.
Two other important nationalist politicians
were commissioned, John Redmond's brother, Willie Redmond, and the barrister, Tom
Kettle. But a bitter dispute between Parsons
and Redmond erupted over the commissioning of his son William Redmond. Parson's
refused to give him an automatic commission and felt justified in doing so since he
had no previous military experience. That
Redmond was wounded to his core, never
forgave the General and would was ultimately vindicated when William Redmond went
on to serve with distinction in the Irish
Guards.
In March 1915 Parsons travelled to France to
meet with Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig to
gain a clearer understanding of trench warfare so he could better prepare his men. In
September 1915 the 16th (Irish) Division left
Ireland for England. When Generals Howard
and Hunter inspected the brigades on arrival
in England they were hugely impressed by
the high level of morale and training. On 25
September 1915 Parsons had his only meeting with John Redmond and noted in his
diary 'Saw these fellows, ex-Fenians now
MPs.' It was the type of attitude that would
win him few friends in political circles. By
now Parsons was aged sixty-five and using
this as an excuse the decision was taken to
relinquish him of command, a War Office act
that caused 'a great deal of bitterness' and
which Parsons would privately blame on
Redmond. On 5 December he was replaced
by Major General W.B.Hickie, a Catholic
fifteen years his junior.xxvi Certainly there
remained a great deal of guilt about his
retirement and several efforts to get the decision reversed. It was not to be. Parsons held
no further command in the war and spent his
retirement fishing the Slaney and gardening
vegetables at his home in Reigate until his
death in 1923.
In December 1915 the 16th (Irish) Division
arrived in France and entered action on the western front in the spring of the following year.

1916
The Easter Rising & the Battle of the Somme
As the 16th (Irish) Division prepared for
action in France, back in Ireland the advanced
nationalists had moved their cause onto a revolutionary footing. In Germany, Casement's
diplomatic negotiations had succeeded in
guaranteeing international recognition of Irish
independence in any treaty negotiations, but
his efforts to recruit an Irish Brigade, among
Irish POWs had failed.xxvii By May 1915 the
military council of the IRB, under Pearse,
Clarke, Plunkett, Ceannt and others had taken
command of the Irish Volunteers unbeknown
to MacNeill and Hobson. Casement returned
to Ireland in a submarine in April 1916 in the
hope of stopping the Rising, realising that it
was militarily doomed. He landed on Good
Friday was captured, spirited to London,
interrogated by the Intelligence services and
placed in the Tower of London. During his
time in solitary confinement, the Easter
Rising broke out and the leaders, most of
them his friends and co-conspirators, were
executed in Kilmainham gaol.
Casement's trial held between the 26 & 29
June was a show trial more to do with propaganda and the battle for hearts and minds
than justice. In Britain it was used as a means
of defining loyalty, Britishness, Irishness,
treason and masculinity - it also tried to condemn German interference in Ireland and
undermine the morale of both the Sinn Fein
and pacifist/anti-war movement led by
Casement's former colleague, E.D.Morel.
The full legal weight of the Empire was
launched at the case. The outcome was
inevitable. Casement wished to wear the
martyr's crown. He was found guilty of high
treason and sentenced to hang. Several petitions demanding clemency reached
Whitehall. Some were supported and signed
by the constitutional nationalists who had
broken away from Casement's cause two
years earlier, although Redmond's name was
conspicuously absent. Casement walked to
the scaffold on 3 August 1916. He was the
sixteenth and last rebel involved in the
Rising to die. After his execution a nefarious
propaganda campaign was used to discredit
his life and achievementin Africa and South
Within forty-eight hours of the end of
Casement's trial the battle of the Somme
began. The sacrifice of the 36th (Ulster)
Division in the first hours of the engagement
is well known. Each year the !st July (also
the anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne)
traditionally kicks off the marching season
across Ulster. The 16th (Irish) Division had
to wait until September for their Somme
offensives to begin at the battles of
Guillemont and Ginchy. Among the dead
were the Ulster Protestant, Jack LenoxConyngham, a Lieutenant in the 6th

Eoin McNeill
Connaughts, greatly liked by the men who
served under him and killed as he defiantly
waved his cane at the Germans. A greater
loss was the poet, barrister and former
Nationalist M.P., Tom Kettle. Kettle's death,
like the deaths of Willie Redmond and the
poet Francis Ledwidge the following year, is
one of those symbolic sacrifices full of
sound and fury and signifying a great deal.
Kettle had shared a recruiting platform with
Casement at Tullamore in 1914 and wrote
some powerful poetry from the trenches,
including Cancel the Past, an effort to reconcile the spirits of those who fought in
Dublin fighting against the British and those
who fought on the Somme fighting for the
British. Among the heroes of the hour were
Emmet Dalton, who won the M.C. and Jack
Hunt who won the DSO - both men would
later join the IRA during the war of
Independence when the government reneged
on its promise of Home Rule.
Following the slaughter of the Somme, the
next great engagement for which the 16th
(Irish) Division was remembered was the
Battle of Messines, considered as the first
successful operation since the outbreak of
hostility. What is memorable to Ireland is the
fact that it was at Messines that the 36th
(Ulster) Division and the 16th (Irish)
Division fought side by side. It is rightly
honoured as a unifying moment reaching
across the sectarian divide. Among the fatalities was Willie Redmond. In several ways
he made an unlikely hero, hit by a splinter
from a shell and carried off the field by men
of the Ulster Division. His death came to
symbolise unity among ordinary Irishmen.
At his burial in the convent at Lochre a
Catholic priest and protestant chaplain officiated. The salute over his grave was given
by soldiers from both divisions. His stone
became a place of pilgrimage and the battle
of Messines the proudest campaign of the
war - an Irish victory in several senses.
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Almost as soon as the battle ofMessines was
over the 16th Division was ordered to join
General Gough's (of Curragh Mutiny fame)
Fifth Army and take part in the third battle of
Ypres or Passchendaele, as it is more evocatively known. The casualties sustained by
the 16th Division in the first three weeks of
August 1917 were horrendous: 221 officers
and 4,064 men - the most desperate statistics
of all falling on the 16 August during the
Battle of Langemarck. Although, once more,
there were several moving incidents of unity
between the 16th and 36th Divisions during
the third battle of Ypres, this incompetently
led campaign ripped the heart and soul from
both Divisions. In March 1918 the 16th
(Irish) Division was reorganised into three
brigades of three battalions, but its Irish
character was compromised by non-Irish
recruits and it was soon after disbanded and
lost to history. Bitterness raged for many
years over the reputation of the Division and
its treatment. Home Rule did not happen at
the armistice as the government had pledged
and after a bitter war of independence, the
Free State treaty was eventually signed in
1921. Independent Ireland turned her back
on those who had fought for Britain. Both
Casement's hopes for a united Ireland and
the contribution of the 16th (Irish) Division
were carried away on the current of the river
of Lethe.
Aftermath and Commemoration
The period 1912-1918 is the pivotal moment
in Irish history from which all subsequent
Irish history descends. The first World War
made the twentieth century what it was.
Rethinking the past is playing a part in the
work of reconciliation in Ireland. The interpretation of recent Irish history has suffered
from an imbalance of narratives. Versions
that are perceived as either too "Catholic" or
too "Protestant" too "nationalist" and "republican" or too "revisionist" (for want of a better and incorrectly used term). Ireland has
now entered Euroland, borders, loyalties and
cultural identities are redefining themselves.
Whether we agree or sympathise with the
position of constitutional nationalists, republicans or Unionists all are part of Ireland's
diverse inheritance and it is this diversity
which makes Ireland both interesting and
important. Our responsibility is to conjure
narratives that are able to explain differences, heal wounds and allow people to tolerate positions different to their own.
Rabindranath Tagore articulated at the start
of the century, what we still strive for now.
He wrote: 'The problem today is not to unite
by wiping out all differences, but how to
unite with all differences intact. .. when natural differences find their harmony, then it is
true unity.'
The origins and consequences of the first

World War are also being rethought to how
our parents, grand-parents and great-grandparents were allowed to understand those
desperate events. British historian, Niall
Fergusson, in The Pity of War described the
conflict of 1914-18 as 'the greatest error of
modem history'. No event has inspired so
much confusion and questioning. It was a
'senseless and brutal' conflict filled with 'ifs'
and 'buts' that at its end left nine million soldiers dead. In the realms of virtual history,
one may ask: did Britain need to take part at
all? Shortly before his death in September
1916, Tom Kettle reflecting on the leaders of
the Easter Rising commented 'These men
will go down in history as heroes and martyrs; and I will go down - if I go down at all
- as a bloody British officer_'xxviii It was an
ominous prediction.
At the end of the war over a quarter of a million demobilised Irish soldiers returned to
this island. When the promise of Home Rule
did not happen, some took up arms for the
cause of Irish independence and gave
strength and expertise to the IRA. Certainly
the armed wing of the independence movement benefited from the training and experience that Irishmen learnt in the trenches.
Tom Barry is one obvious example among
those who discarded their British fatigues for
the separatist struggle. A more significant
figure is Emmet Dalton (1898-1978), awarded the MC at the Somme, who went on to
become a general in the Irish Army and
served as adviser and aide to Michael
Collins. He led the bombardment of the Four
Courts on 28 June 1922 signaling the start of
the Civil War and a few weeks later was
beside Collins when he was killed at Beal na
mBlatha. xxix
Neither Roger Casement, nor the 16th (Irish)
Division have been well served by the Irish
memory. Though their narratives are central
to the pivotal events leading up to 1918, their
legacies have been suppressed as humanity
recovered from the trauma of what
Ledwidge called 'the terrible mind of vicious
gods.' Their narratives and commemoration
were largely inconvenient to the Free State
govemmenuxx Now it is different. As
European histories start to merge, as we
grow less preoccupied with 'nationalist' positions, as we understand the role of propaganda and secrecy in the manipulation of truth
and the control of the media, the message
and the masses, so views and positions can
be revised with an eye to honesty.
Let us consider two recent acts of commemoration that link the events of the struggles of
1914-18 with the present climate striving for
reconciliation, forgiveness and a lasting
peace. On Armistice Day 1998 a Peace
Tower was erected at Messines in Belgium
and dedicated to Irish soldiers who fell in the

The Island of Ireland Peace Tower,
Mesen/Messines, Belguim, dedicated on 11
November, 1998 by King Albert of Belguim,
Queen Elizabeth 11 of the United Kingdom
and President Mary McAleese of Ireland.

war. King Albert of Belgium, Queen
Elizabeth II and President Mary McAleese
were all present. Following the ceremony the
former Taoiseach, Garrett FitzGerald argued
in an article in the Irish Times (14 November
1998) that 'nationalist Ireland now has the
capacity to understand and accept the points
of view of both the majority and the minority of nationalists in August 1914.' He went
on to state that there was 'no longer any need
to take sides, 'to identify with either
Redmond or Pearse. Both played valid roles
and can now be accepted side by side in our
Irish pantheon.' For Fitzgerald and many
others the dedication of the Peace tower was
evidence that Ireland had 'reached maturity.'xxxi
A further example of this 'maturity', although
one that brought forth some rabid commentary, was the reburying of nine of the
Mountjoy IO beside Casement's stone in
Glasnevin last October, including both
Thomas Traynor and Kevin Barry two names
long associated with the Carlow distinct.
David Andrews, the former Minister of
Foreign Affairs commented in the Irish
Times (6 October 2001)
'Just as the State should be represented at memorial ceremonies to
those who died on the fields of
Flanders and just as the state was
right to support the establishment of
a Joint Island of Ireland War
Memorial at Messines in Belgium,
we should also have no qualms
whatsoever in mourning the IO men
executed by the British in the War of
Independence.'
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The tragedy of those who fought for independence in 1916 as republicans, beside the
tragedy of those Irishmen who died on the
fields of Flanders as British soldiers, embodies, in a dramatic, tragic, even apocalyptic
way, the complexities and paradoxes of the
Irish soul, the dual consciousness of a country still seeking peace and unity.. xxxii
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CARLOW COUNTY BOARD,

G.A.A. - 1 909

he usual monthly meeting of the above
T
was held Monastery Schoolroom Tullow
on the 7th Ult. Mr. John T Brophy presiding

seconded by mr. Sheehan was passed unanimously:

and the following others being in attendance.

"That having heard the explanation of the
Borris representative in replaying Bahanna
at Coolroe Tourney, we exonerate said Club
from all blame in connection with the affair"

Messrs T Whitney, Carlow Graigue, P
Sheehan, M Gregan, Tinryland; M
O'Keeffe, Clonegal; M Doorley, Newtown; J
Lawlor, Carlow; J Millett, Borris; L Lacey,
Tullow; P Quinn, ballymurphy; A Whitty,
Clashganny; and James Brophy, Hon.Sec.
Messrs P Coyne & J Heydon, Carlow were
also present.
Minutes of previous meeting were read and
confirmed.
Correspondence was dealt with from
Goresbridge G.A.A. and Daniel O'Connell,
Hon. Sec. Kilkenny Co. Board. Mr.
O'Connell reported that Borris had played
Bahanna an unaffiliated Club at Coolroe. He
had suspended Coolroe and pointed out to
the Carlow Secretary that Borris should be
suspended pending a meeting of the Co.
Board.
Mr. J. Millett gave evidence on behalf of the
Borris Club and told the meeting that they
were unaware that Bahanna were not an
affiliated Club. It was in the 2nd. round of
the Coolroe competition that they played
Bahanna. After a discussion the following
resolution proposed by the Hon. Sec. and

The Hon. Sec. drew attention to the decision
of the Leinster Council in re Mr. P Coyne.
The fact of his playing professional handball
debarred him from all competitions under
the G .A.A. laws until reinstated. After a discussion Mr. Coyne was unanimously reinstated.
The question of expenses in re intercounty
players travelling via Carlow to play
Wicklow. Mr. Thos. Lawler, carlow who
held a railway voucher did not tum up at
Station on the morning men travelled and
each had to pay full fare.
Mr. Lawler said he had written to the
Company and they had declined to refund, as
the voucher was not presented within the
specified time. Eventually the following resolution was carried by a vote of 11-2.
"That Mr. Thomas Lawler, Carlow be held
responsible for the amount due (24s-6p) to
the fourteen players who travelled via
Carlow Station on the occasion of the
Wicklow v Carlow match at Dublin, and that

the Leinster Council be requested to do its
utmost to secure a refund from the
Company".
The secretary's action in awarding expenses
to Joseph Slator (Graigue) vice John Walshe,
Carlow, who did not travel with the team,
was approved of.
The following fixtures were arranged:
Senior Football, Carlow v Tinryland.
Junior Football, Clonmore v Clashganny at
Clonegal, November 21st. 1909, Mr John P.
Brophy referee.
Senior football, Carlow Graigue v Newtown
at Clonmore November 28th, 1909, Mr.
James Brophy, referee.
Senior hurling, Bagenalstown v Tullow.
Senior football, Hacketstown v Carlow or
Clonegal at Carlow Graigue, December
10th. 1909. Mr. John P. Brophy, referee.
Newtown F.C. handed in a subscription of
1Os to the DR. Croke Memorial Fund.
A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded
the proceedings.
John P. Brophy
5/12/1909
From the archives of C.H.A.S.

Pictured at the launch of the Historical and Archaeological Society's 'Carloviana' '01 edition in Patrick's College, Carlow, were joint
editors, Rev. Dermot McKenna and Martin Nevin, with historian, Frank Taaffe who officially launched the journal.
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Ornamental
lamp
standard
at the Cheshire
Home,
Tullow,which
was originally
Tullow
District
Hospital. The
standard was
erected in
memory of
P J Kelly,
chairman of
Carlow Board
of Guardians,
1907-191 l.
It was through
the efforts of
Mr. Kelly that
the building of
the hospital
was brought to
a successful
completion.
A strange
coincidence
was that the
first patient
treated in the
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trance, opposite to that was the
Castlemore House, Tullow.

left of Ballintemple House, Ardattin,
now the centre-piece of a picnic in
Ballintemple.
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PERSONAL MEMORIES

OF MAGAZINE RAIDDECEMBER,

CAPT.

SEAN

1939

PRENDERGAST

IN CONVERSATION WITH
NOREEN WHELAN

(JANUARY

2002,

CARLOW)

Capt. Sean Prendergast

Introduction
On Saturday evening 23rd December, 1939 the Magazine Fort in the Phoenix Park,
Dublin - where all the ammunition of the
Irish Army was stored - was attacked and
raided by the LR.A. Over 1.2 million rounds
of ammunition were removed in no less than
13 lorries, over a period of two hours.
Responsibility for the security of the Fort
rested in the command of the nearby Collin's
Barracks.
Capt. Sean Prendergast of Carlow was one of
the officers in Collin's Barracks on that fateful evening, when the phone rang, informing
them of the raid - this is his story...
"This is my story of what took place on 23rd
December 1939. Now it wasn't the best of
times nor the worst of times, like our friend
Charles Dickens starts, but it was the eve of
Christmas Eve - the location of my story is in
Collins' Barracks, North Side of the River
Liffey...
About 9 o'clock that night, the 23- in the
Officers Mess in Collins' Barracks, a party
was at its height - perhaps I should explain
the atmosphere at the party it was the middle
of the phoney war and the people there were
singing "hanging out their washing on the
Sigfried line" - good companionship, good
cheer, piano and singing. At about half-nine,

the phone rang in the Mess.
Suddenly there was silence, the pianist
Austie Flood stopped playing 'Run rabbit
run' on the piano. The Orderly Officer, John
Jones, as the Orderly Officer, took the
phonecall and whatever was said, he replied
"Look, I'll have to get my Commanding
Officer's instructions regarding this" and he
handed the phone over to his Commanding
Officer, Michael Kilkelly. Michael Kilkelly
was heard speaking very audibly to whoever
was on the other end of the phone and the
question he asked was:
"Lieutenant, how long are you in the Army?"
Obviously we didn't hear the reply - but he
went on:
"You're three years in the army and you can't
deal with a few effing shots" -then he put the
receiver back.
What was happening was, the Duty Officer
from Collins' Barracks, who made a tour of
inspection each night of the various guards
who were sent out each evening from
Collins' Barracks - usually two NCO's and
eight men to do duty in Barracks and places
like the Magazine, who hadn't got their own
guards.
The one we are talking about this night is
Islandbridge
Barracks,
which
was

Headquarters of the Engineers - non-com
you might say - the guard had arrived at 5
o'clock that evening, the normal time for
change - took up duty in the Guard Room;
the duty officer was checking up on each
guard - checking all was well. When the
gates were opened and he was allowed in to
Islandbridge Barracks and the gates closed
behind him. He checked and found everything was alright - they started to open the
gates to let him out to go on his way, when
shots were fired from on top of the bridge
over the Liffey down at the gates, so he
couldn't get out. This was the gist of the
phone-call that came into Collins' Barracks
during the party.
The responsibility for military institutions
the North Side of the River, at that
Christmas, lay with the Garrison in Collins'
Barracks: as it was the first year of the war
practically all married officers with families
had got leave and the unmarried were left to
do duty for Christmas, in the normal way.
Unfortunately, our O.C. Micky Kilkelly had a bit of a reputation in the army - we
thought at the time he was an old man - he'd
be about 45, he was celebrating, as he was a
single man. Quite a lot of officers who were
on leave brought their wives to the mess for
the party - cheaper drinks, etc. - they didn't
know what was going on. So, to make a long
story short, the party continued - I was
Stand-to Officer, hadn't a clue what was
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going on - only the phonecall. I was relieved
at 12 o'clock and went down to where my
troop were at stand-to in the Barrack Square
and then I went off to bed. Got up the following morning - I had arrangements made
to get a lift down to Carlow - I had a free day,
it was the 24th December. The person who
brought me was the Provost Marshall in
Brickens; he had worked in Carlow as a
young man before he joined the army,
Commandant Mick Lennon and he had a car.
He dropped me in Carlow at about 12 o'clock
on Sunday (Christmas Eve). They were just
coming from Mass - I was barely home,
when the civic guards arrived telling me to
report back immediately to Collins' Barracks
in Dublin. I had only just arrived - only just
come from Dublin. They didn't know anything - just there had been a big raid in
Dublin and we were the people responsible
for it.
Took the train that evening back to Dublin, I
was in civvies of course, got back to barracks and into uniform and hullabaloo - we
were out all over the country for the next 45 weeks - searched all over and started to get
the ammunition back by degrees - Hazel
Hatch Station was the first place where there

were eight or ten boxes. Right up to
February - each alternate night we used an
armoured car to do a circuit. Our circuit's
headquarters was in Naas. We picked up a
civic guard making a crew of five - an officer, one NCO and two drivers. With the
armoured car, we made a tour each night
from Naas to Kilcock and came back round
Edenderry into Naas and dropped the guards
round 9 o'clock in the morning and then back
to Collins' Barracks. Different routes were
repeated every night. The rumpus had nearly
died down by the end of January 1940.

and Lieutenant Flood - you may be required
for duty this evening".
About 3 o'clock, we got word:
"your troops may be required for duty this
evening"
When I say 'troop' - in the cavalry we were
troopers.

We had nearly started to forget about the
Magazine Raid - but on Saturday 17th
February - we were looking forward to finishing at 12.00 midday, which we normally
did on a Saturday. Austie Flood and myself,
who had been commissioned with me in
1935 in the Armoured Car Corps, had made
arrangements to go out, I was going to play
football and he was coming to the match.

I was 'A' Troop Commander and he was 'B'
Troop Commander. A and B Troops about 38
men with armoured cars and bren-gun (Ford
Scut Trucks). We still hadn't a clue. We were
told we may be moving out about 9 o'clock so at 10 past nine, we were told to move
down in convoy to Parnell Square, to block
off every entry, about five entries into the
Square - the Civic Guards came with a military escort straight into the Meath Hotel and
when they went in the fifteen lads who were
there showed no resistance and came out they were brought into a Guards Barracks
and ended up in military custody.

About 10 o'clock in the morning, I was sent
for by the O.C. of the Barracks who was
Major Corrigan - he was O.C. of the 5th
Battalion and O.C. of the Barracks - he said
"Prendergast, you're not to leave today, you

Part 6 of the Offences against the State Act
1939 was re-enacted in the Dail - the
Emergency Powers Act was invoked (i.e.
powers to intern suspected persons without
trial) - these lads were held and went on

"Maurice and the Woodcutter" - Carlow Christian Brothers production, I 922. L.to R.seated on ground: Jimmy Bolger, Tullow St.; Sean
Prendergast, Coxs Lane; second row on chairs:J Brennan, Tullow Road; Paddy Oliver, Dublin St.; Peter O'Neill, Post Office; Paddy
Tynan, Tynan's Hotel; George Jackson, Pollerton Road; standing: Philip Dunphy, Pub, Tullow St.; Sandy Wright,Sawmills; John Dunphy,
Pub, Tullow St.; Michael Connolly, Ballyfoyle; Peter Carbury, Tullow St.; Laz Little, Potato Market; Jackie Graig, Dublin St.; Hanlon ???;
back row, standing on chairs;Billy Fenlon, Montgomery St.----------------;P. Clarke, Court Place; Kealy, Governey Square; John O'Neill,
Castle Hill.
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but when the 1948 Coalition came in, he got
all his rights and pension returned. This then
was the story from Collins' Barracks on 23'December 1939 - as far as I know it never
appeared in public. I think Lt. Jones was also
recalled to army service by the then
Government.
After the raid in the Meath Hotel - a week or
so later a new O.C. arrived. He was Capn.
Tom O'Hanlon, whom we all knew well. He
was a Cavalry Officer and in the Cavalry
School. Unfortunately the man who was dismissed - Micky Kilkelly, a Commandant was
a Company Commander in 3rd Battalion,
knew absolutely nothing how a mechanised
unit should have been run, nor did he try to
bother. It was unfortunate for him. He had
been in the Free State Army from the outset
and had a vague attachment to Collins' Crew
in Dublin, Bloody Sunday and all that. I'm
not sure of my grounds on that ... he was typical Dublin, never lost his Dublin accent, one
of the most contrary. Stories about him all
over the army and I think the Infantry and
Curragh Battalion were glad to get rid of him
- vacancies rarely occurred - he was due
advancement and he was transferred from
the Infantry to the Cavalry. Once Tom
O'Hanlon took over we started to operate as
a Cavalry Unit. But we were still to be punished. Overnight, in early May of 1940 without any warning, we were moved from
Collins' Barracks, Dublin to Collins'
Barracks Cork where Major General
Costelloe was O.C. That was our punishment
... we didn't get back out of it as a unit to the
Curragh until 1943 or 4. I got my promotion
in October/November 1941. I was promoted
from 2nd Lieutenant to Acting Commandant
at the formation of the 7th Motor Squadron.

"I suppose in the whole history of
armies since the world began there
was never such a disaster as the picture of an army losing all its ammunition, without as much as a blackthorn
being used" Sean Prendergast introducing Eamon de Velera at a political meeting in Carlow

hunger strike and two of them died on
hunger strike, Tony Darcy and Sean
MacConghaola, in Brickens Hospital, the
Military Hospital attached to Collins
Barracks, on Military Hill. Strange as it may
seem, it was one of the longest hunger
strikes - one of them can't remember which lasted almost 73 days.

The upshot of the Court of Inquiry, as far as
we could gather, was our O.C. was dishonourably discharged from the army as was
Orderly Officer 2nd Lieutenant - also dismissed was Captain Curran who was Officer
in Charge of the Magazine, who happened to
be out at confession when the raid occurred.
He was elderly, returned to duty for a day -

Kevin O'Higgins T.D., opposition
spokesman. 3rd. Jan. 1940 - Debate
on Emergency Powers (amendment)
Bill. (Column 1415 vol. 78 No. 40 Official Debates)
Military Archives G2/x/0223

Newspaper reports over
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MAGAZINE FORT

DUBLIN DISTRICT COURT

DUBLIN HOTEL
ARRESTS

RAIDED

SIXTEEN MEN
CHARGED
REMANDED IN CUSTODY
UNTIL THURSDAY

Over 1,000,000 Rounds of
Ammunition Taken
FIFTY MEN AND
FOUR LORRIES
GUARD OVERPOWERED
AND BOUND
HE National Arsenal, known as the Magazine Fort, in the Phoenix Park, Dublin was broken into by armed men on Saturday night, and over 1,000,000 rounds of ammunition
removed.

T

During the raid, which was carried out by between forty and fifty men, a gatekeeper, Mr.
James Hewson, received a severe head injury and is in a critical condition in Steeven's
Hospital.
Three men, who were arrested later in the Park by military forces from Islandbridge
Barracks, and who are alleged to have had revolvers in their position, are lodged in Arbor
Hill Prison. One of them is named McDonnell, and is a native of Balldoyle. The others
refused to give their names or any particulars about themselves, but are said to belong to
Dublin.
The military guard at the Magazine have been placed in detention.
Several shots were fired following the raid, but no one was injured by the fire.
The affair was perfectly planned, and the precision with which it was carried out enabled the
raiders to use four lorries to carry off the ammunition - over two hundred cases of it, with
five thousand rounds in each case - and get away before any alarm was raised.
FOUR HOURS' WORK

And this, after overpowering the guard - corporal, acting corporal, and eight other ranks with quiet efficiency and within a few seconds; possessing themselves of the keys of the
ammunition vault, and laboriously loading the heavy cases into the lorries. It took the men
the gretaer part of four hours to carry out the task- from about 8.30 to midnight- and during
that period there was nothing to arouse the slightest suspicion on the part of the military
authorities in the Islandbridge Barracks, little more than 500 yards away.

The Irish Times - Tuesday, December 26, 1939

(BEFORE MR. LITTLE)

he sixteen young men who were arrested following a raid on the Meath
Hotel, Parnell Square, Dublin, on Saturday
night appeared on charges of being members of an unlawful organisation.

T

After formal evidence of arrest had been
given, they were remanded in custody until
Thursday.
They were charged with three batches and
none of them spoke during the proceedings. As the second and third groups came
up the steps to the dock they made a noise
with their feet. One of them did not give his
name and he was charged, as an "unknown
man" his clothes being described on the
charge sheet.
The names of the "known" men were as
follows:Seamus Burke, New street, Balinasloe.
Sean McManus, Drumshambo, Co.
Leitrim.
Joseph Dignam, Alliance avenue, Belfast,
student.
Michael Traynor, Rockmore avenue,
Belfast, a metal worker.
Tony D' Arey, Headford, Co. Galway,
motor dealer.
Thomas McDermott, Athleague, Co.
Roscommon.
Martin McMaster, Newport, Co. Mayo
John Denning, Carrigdooey, Co. Donegal.
Frank Weafer, Charlestown, Co. Mayo.
Edward
Maguire,
Rooskey,
Co.
Roscommon.
Joseph O'Neill, Co. Tyrone.
Michael Healy, Ballina, Co. Mayo.
Joseph Dolan, Mailcoach road, Sligo, a
timekeeper.
Patrick Shannon, Berkeley street, Dublin.
John O'Shea, address unknown.
A Civic Guard sergeant gave evidence that
he took into custody at a hotel in Parnell
square and when charged they made no
statement.
The Irish Times - 20/03/1940
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Carlow County Council has established a Heritage Forum to advise it
on the preparation and implementation of Carlow's first Heritage
Plan.

The aims of the Heritage Plan are:~
•
•
•
•

To collect and disseminate information on Carlow's heritage
To establish a framework for the care and conservation of
Carlow's heritage resource,
To raise awareness and appreciation of Carlow's heritage among
state agencies, landowners and the community sector and,
To source possible funding for heritage actions I projects.

It is hoped that, through these aims, to secure benefits for Carlow's heritage, for future generations.
A number of public meetings are being planned at various locations around
the county, which will be advertised through local media.
If you, as an individual or as a group, wish to make a written submission to
the Forum, you are invited to do so, before January 1st 2003, by writing to:

Lorean Scott, Heritage Officer
Clo Community & Enterprise Section,
Carlow County Council,
Athy Road,
Carlow
Or by E-Mail: heritageofficer@carlowcoco.ie
Further information can also be had, by telephone at 0503 I 36201
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THE MAN FROM
CHARLES

GUILFOYLE DORAN

Cl 835 -

A
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SELF PROCLAIMED CARLOW MAN

FENIAN
PATRIOT
BUILDER
TRAVELER

&

LITERATI

Martin J. Lynch

rchitect, engineer, antiquary and historian, not to mention journalist/editor, lecturer, total abstainer, vegetarian and non-smoker, Charles Doran was both true Renaissance and 'new man' (as we
would now dub his personal attributes) rolled into one. The
Victorians were remarkable for producing such diverse and multifaceted all-rounders.

A

Like many of his contemporaries he was a true exemplar for today in
his utter devotion to God and country. This to the point of never sacrificing principal for private gain.
Some controversy surrounded Doran's true Carlow roots, due to an
incorrect obituary entry in the archives of Cobh Cathedral. This latter gave his birthplace as Dunlavin and the birthdate as February 2nd.

A True Birthplace
Thanks to the diligence of the ever courteous V. Rev. McDonnell P.P.,
Hacketstown this author was able to conclusively prove a Carlow
parish as Doran's place of birth. The old church of the Immaculate
Conception (now serves the community as 'The Blanchvelle Centre),
Knockananna dates to the early l 800's. It was Doran's birth/baptismal parish.
The modem church, with its Michelle Hillaire tapestries (Kilkenny)
stands beside its venerable predecessor. Many Doran's and
Guilfoyles are recorded across the years therein. So Fr. Mc Donnell
was quite prepared for such a familiar dual name query!
On page 43 of the Baptismal Record Book, we are able to ascertain
that Charles Guilfoyle Doran first saw the light of day on I st
February 1835. He was probably baptized, due to the well-founded
health concerns of the era, on the following Sunday. He was born to
one Mary Guilfoyle, his father being John Doran. Charles baptismal
sponsors were William Guilfoyle and one Margaret Manus.
I was unable to obtain further specific information on neither his
antecedents nor his present-day blood-links, which survive in the
area. At the time of his birth his family was obviously among the

Charles Guilfoyle Doran as a young man in 1873

reasonably prosperous rising Catholic middle-classes. In this post
Union, post-'98 environment the British Government had begun the
parish based, national school network some four years before
Doran's birth.

A Scholar and a Craftsman
Our own JKL, dying at the height of his influence, in 1834, had tried
to establish an alternative non-sectarian primary school system. This
approach died stillborn, a tale suitable for another day, but from such
Charles undoubtedly benefited, with an excellent foundational education. The fact that the Ross Survey was simultaneously mapping
the entire country must have stimulated the future surveyor! Ireland
would be the first country in the world to be authentically ordinance
surveyed thus. It would remain so for many more years of young
Doran's life as he grew in professional and patriotic terms in the
embryonic nation.
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A Rebel Heart
Doran was said to be descended from the Wicklow O'Tooles and
O'Byrnes so his love of Ireland and his rebel heart were in his very
genes. From Glenmalure to Carlow's Potato Market he absorbed stories of'98 and the Elizabethan plantations. While receiving an excellent technical and classical education he would have read ]The
Nation' and the poetry of the Young Irelanders. He studied ultimately both architecture and engineering and all the related disciplines.
He pursued both these latter activities throughout Leinster, mainly in
ecclesiastical work as the Catholic Church regained its pride and
position. Among other such undertakings, he worked on churches in
Tralee, Cavan and Dublin's Glenageary. He would join the famous
firm of Pugin and Ashlin, Architects of Dublin and London, in 1865.
As the Fenian conspiracy began Doran was among its founder members, coming to the fore around 1860. He designed an emblem for
the newly formed United Brotherhood of St. Patrick, of which he was
the first National Secretary. This became the forerunner of the
Fenians and its more potent and longer-lasting Irish Republican
Brotherhood metamorphosis.

Doran's Dublin
John Doran was part of the failed rising at Tallaght, which was commanded by General William Halpin, on 4th March 1867. Doran
managed to escape to France. Here he continued his clandestine
activity at the heart of Republican secret councils. He was an intimate and co-conspirator with James Stephens, John O'Mahony, John
O'Leary, C. J. Kickham and like ilk. He also foreshadowed what
would bear greater fruit, after his own death in his friendship with
Tom Clarke, later of Dublin's Parnell Street. Doran believed thus
more in the instrumentality of the bullet rather than the plodding road
of constitutional politics!

for English language newspapers during the Franco-Prussian War
and thus befriended many of the French notables of that era. Most
prominent among these was the hero of the Malokoff, Marshal
Patrick McMahon, Duke of Magenta, and in tum descendent of the
'Wild Geese'. After his famous deeds at Malokoff and else where, the
Marshal would ascend to be President of the French Republic. So
great was the mutual esteem here that when the Marshal died, his son
would continue to correspond with the Carlowman.
This propensity for friendship internationally would serve Charles
well also on the broader stage of the Americas. Here he would be
befriended by luminaries of the Irish-American scene of the time
such as, Col. John Finnerty, Capt. Charles Underwood of New York's
famous Irish 'Fighting 69th', Patrick Forde editor of'The Irish World'
and last but not least John Francis Fitzgerald, Mayor of Boston and
great-great-grandfather (on the maternal side) of President J.F. K.
With John Devoy he would attempt in 1884 to have James G. Blaine
elected President. He would oft relate the story, in later life of how
the 'spin-doctored' story of 'Rum, Romanism and Rebellion'. This
alienated in a single night the entirety of Irish-America and, thus
crushed this presidential candidacy for Irish hopes as Grover
Cleveland was elected.
Perhaps the most dashing romantic episode of this long life of service
and duty was his part in the dramatic salty saga of the daring Fenian
rescue known as 'The Fremantle Mission'. He organized with Devoy
much of the Irish end of this fabulous plot, fundraising and wheelerdealing to the utmost degree.

Fremantle Escape
The 'Fremantle Mission' involved one of, if not the, most daring,
long-distance, resourceful and skillfully planned prison escapes/rescues of all time. Carried out by the Fenian Brotherhood, it rescued 6
ex-British Army Fenians condemned to Australian deportation and
exile, long after all such others had been freed by the authorities.

Francophile and Friend
Charles much enjoyed the gay life of post-Communards Paris. The
most noteworthy incident being at one of its railway stations. He
became aware he was under major surveillance. Leaving the terminus he bumped into an old patriot friend, who returned his greeting
brusquely. Doran was aghast and gave vent to his anger. In the ensuing discussion it turned out he had been mistaken for a British detective, who his friends had marked for ambush and death!
Doran remained a staunch defender and friend of James Stephens
(author of The Crock of Gold) to the end. Charles was correspondent

These hostages-to-fortune were sentenced to penal servitude for life
in Fremantle, Western Australia. Amnesty was granted to all their
fellow Fenians but still they languished in exile. The Brotherhood
bought the whaler CATALPA and fitted her out for this perilous
expedition. Loyalties, deep convictions, chivalry and intrepid nerve
and courage all played their part in this seafaring romantic drama of
March and April 1876.
Round the world, the little ship sailed and bore her cargo of heroes not
least the American Captain Anthony (without a drop oflrish blood, he
sacrificed a promising seafaring career utterly thereby), across 12,000
miles of ocean to a new life ofliberty. It ranks, as a story of the sea
and a love of country among the greatest ever told. Unfortunately, history is very efficiently consigning it to the Davy Jone's Locker of forgetfulness. So it is with much of our country and county's adventures.

Parnell and Policies
Charles sat on the Supreme Council of the IRB for many years from
1869 on, representing Munster. From 1874 to 1878 he was Secretary
of that Council. So not for him the constitutional parliamentary road
of Parnell and the Irish Party, his contemporaries.

Charles Guilfoyle Doran with his wife, Elizabeth

There is a revealing and amusing anecdote of Parnell's first visit to
America when he stopped at Queenstown railway station to deliver
an impromptu speech. Doran would have none of it and repeatedly
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heckled from the back of the crowd, intimating he would or could
have no part in Parnell's vision for Ireland.
Nonetheless, great mutual respect was evident on both sides where
Doran was concerned. At the Home Rule Conference of 1873 in
Dublin's Rotunda (where the Irish Volunteers would later be founded), Isaac Butt won a non-interference compromise for three years
from the extreme Nationalists such as Doran.
In the hectic decade for him of the l 870's he was, in tum nominated
for Cork as the Home Rule Association candidate in the 1874
General Election. He refused because he would never take the Oath
of Allegiance. He was the main speaker and organizer for John
Mitchell's 1875 election campaign, together with Charles J.
Kickham.

Husband and Architect
Despite his public and private life he nonetheless found time to woo
and win a bride. On 15th November 1877 he married Elizabeth
Barlow in S.S. Peter and Paul's Church, Cork. Elizabeth was the
adopted daughter of Michael F. Murphy, Secretary of the Political
Prisoners Fund, Fenian and well known 1848 man. Murphy, together with D.F. McCarthy and J. Walsh had played a prominent part, the

year previous to the marriage (1876), with Doran on the Catalpa rescue. So further ensconced in Republicanism in the bosom of his inlaws, he would enjoy nearly a quarter century of happy marriage.
Ironically, perhaps the paradox of his life and place in history is that
it is for an achievement of his secondary (to his love of country) love
he is now remembered! Throughout the tumultuous period of the
preceding paragraphs the Catalpa mission, parliamentary election
campaigns, high Fenian involvement he simultaneously was
involved in the huge and complex overseeing of that magnificent
neo-Gothic pile that stands sentinel on the eminence of
Queenstown/Cobh, witness for Ireland to love of God and inspirer of
many an emigrant tear, Cobh Cathedral.
Not content with being all these things Charles became clerk of
works to Messrs. Pugin and Ashlin who designed and planned this
church on an almost unbuildable site, elevated and sloping to an
impossible degree. Doran joined Pugin's in 1865 and in 1867 took
up residence in Dunworth House, Queenstown (the Bon Secour
Sisters now live there) and it was he who did much of the interior
design of the Cathedral. Meanwhile he dealt ably with the 40ft. slope
of rock from north to south, with the northside masonry being 6 foot
high and the south 25-ft high! That the structure never subsequently
fractured is testament for his skill.

Laying pipes to Haulbowline in 1896

CARLDVIANA

Dr. William Keane, the present Bishop John Magee's (of Papal MC
fame) predecessor, chose Pugin's in a design competition for the proposed Cathedral. Doran set about the task of clerk of works/supervisor with the same energy, devotion and attention to detail that characterized all else he undertook. He examined every stone cut and
laid, the ceilings Californian pitchpine, the seating, the craftsmanship
of such intricacy of both exterior and interior. Doran built the
Cathedral under both Bishops Keane and Dr. John McCarthy.
The foundation stone was laid in 1868 and 11 years later, in June
1879 the first Mass was celebrated. Nonetheless, it would be 10
years after Doran's own death that the great edifice would be solemnly consecrated. On August 12th, 1919 Bishop Browne, Cardinal
Logue, hundreds of clergy and people blessed Doran's everlasting
testament, St. Colman's Cathedral. It stands superbly l 50feet above
sealevel, dominating the towns beautiful terraces and spacious harbour. In its Latin cross plan, it mirrors the 14th C. flamboyant French
Gothic style and cost an unbelievable mere £235,000, a portion of
which (£35,000) was donated by Irish emigres. So, though patriotism consumed his whole heart and life it is for and in this great
church he was and is rightly remembered.

Builder Extraordinaire
As engineer and public servant this undertaking, however, was
nowhere near the end of his efforts. He would erect the beautiful
library at Dublin's Four Courts, install Cork's Tibbotstown Reservoir
( 1895), lay the freshwater mains to Queenstown and pipe freshwater
to Haulbowline and Spike Islands (1896).
He served as Chairman of Cork Harbour Board, encouraging Irish

industry to replace the numerous imports he caused to be listed. He
exhibited his own invention at the great Paris Exhibition of 1891
where at the Eiffel Tower made its debut!

Athlete, Writer, Scholar & Lecturer
From the fine athlete and notable oarsman that he had been in his
youth, to the patriotism of his adulthood, and the craftsmanship and
devotion to learning and culture of his later years, Doran blossomed
out to exhibit his 'softer' side. His library was among the best private
collections in Ireland. Much of it is now part of the legacy of the
library of Cork University. He continued to act as correspondent for
various home and foreign newspapers - the 'Waterford Star', 'Irish
Times', 'United Irishman' (of course) and no less than the New York
'Herald' of Horace Greeley fame ('Go west young man, go west'),
using pseudonyms such as 'Galtyhead Poet', 'Wolfdog' and 'Ale' etc.)
In 1880 he traveled to the States to deliver a lecture series, a practice
he would continue to indulge till he died. He organized O'Donovan
Rossa's 1894 Irish lecture tour. As vice-president of the Robert
Emmett Commemoration Club he laid the foundation stone of the
martyr's Memorial at Newgate, Dublin on 17th July 1898. His last
public appearance was the unveiling of the Tralee 1798 Monument.
Doran, in case all of this was not enough; was versed and knowledgeable in antiquities and archaeological Jore. He founded the Cork
Archaeological and Historical Society 27th May 1891. He contributed many valuable papers to its journal. He also submitted a
paper on the Cathedral to the Irish Ecclesiastical Record of 1891. He
restored the tomb of the poet Edward Walsh, in Co~k's St. Joseph's
Cemetery. His name is appropriately inscribed on Cork's National

Tibbetstown Water Reservoir ( 1895)
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Monument.
However, he died before he could fulfill his last great bequest to his
beloved Cobh Cathedral, a journal of its history. However, in his
brilliant contributions to the Cork and Dublin press describing the
progress on its building he left us the only account and details we
have of its early years, other than the mere bills and orders for materials!
One of his final literary efforts was the continuance of John
Mitchell's Jail Journal in the New World. He would die after a short
illness, at the age of 74, on 19thMarch 1909 and he rests in St.
Joseph's Cemetery, Cork. A little aside is Doran's indirect involvement in the adoption of the Tricolour as our national flag!

The Triumph of the Tricolour
When his friend, John Patrick Leonard, Chevalier of France
died (Leonard was born on Spike Island near Cork) in 1889,
Doran brought the Legion d'Honor holder home. Doran erected a beautiful tombstone over his grave in Templerobin
Cemetery, Ballymore.
It was Leonard, who as President of the United Irish Club of

Parish, set his ladies section to sewing up our first tricolour of
green (for republicanism), white (the peace ground between)
and orange for Protestantism and the English tradition) in the
year of revolution, 1848. 90 years later Eamonn de Valera, as
Taoiseach caused Leonard's proud flag to finally fly over the
island of his birth on 11th July 1938.
As he helped to bequest to us a Cathedral, so also did he commemorate how our national emblem came to be. So just as
Carlow shaped two great Cork in Thierry and John England so
did Cork shape a truly great and also forgotten Carlowmen, in
Charles Guilfoyle Doran.

Sources:
'The Church's of Kildare & Leighlin 2000 A.O.' Ed. John
McEvoy Pub!.
'Editions de Signe', 2001, Strasbourg ISBN 2 -7468-0293.7.
'Fremantle Mission' Sean 6 Luing Pub!. Anvil Books, Tralee
1965
The Archives of Cobh Cathedral and Cloyne Dioceses - with
thanks to Fr. Donal O'Mahony Adm., Sr. Cabrini, Archivist
Records ofCobh Museum courtesy of John M. Kidney, Asst.
Curator
Special indebtedness to the papers, advice and a lecture on
Doran by John Hennessy P.C., Cork Historian par excelance.

Cover photograph of Guide to St Coleman's Cathedral, Cobh
Reproduced with permission.

Leighlinbridge , August 2, 1773.
The Members of the COULTER CLUB, having a just
abhorance to the violent and wicked outrage committed
lately on Mr John Gorman, by setting fire to a large parcel
of hay belonging to him, in the deerpark at Garryhunden,
in the county of Carlow, and entirely consuming the same;
and being desirous of bringing to condign punishment the
person or persons guilty of the villainous and atrocious a
crime, do hereby offer a reward of ONE HUNDRED
POUNDS STERL. for the discovering and prosecuting to
conviction at any time, the the person or persons guilty of
the said crime. The said reward to be paid immediately on
conviction by THOMAS GURLY, EsQ.
William Steuart,
Wm. Paul Butler,
Richer Mercer,
Simon Mercer,
Thomas Gurly,
Matt Humphrey,
John Gorman,
Edward Vigors,
Amyas Thomas,

Ben Roche,
James Butler,
Wm. Dawson,
Robert Bunbury,
Thomas Bennett,
Owen Whelan,
Richard Pack,
John Humphrey

Research: Tommy Clarke
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SCHOOLS

PRO.JECT

COUNTY CARLOW VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Mr. Joe McDonald a member of Carlow Vocational
Education Committee early in 2001 made a proposition to
the committee to involve the schools in a community project. The objective being to to give an opportunity to students to submit a presentation on one of the following subjects relevent to their community:

(i)

COMMITTEE

Architecture/buildings/historical

(ii) Outdoor - mountains/rivers, flors/fauna
(iii) Town, built environment/streetscape, etc.
(iv) Tourism & litter control.

Schools participating:

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - • Colaiste Eoin, Hacketstown
SIGNPOST
Borris Vocational school
Muinebheag Vocational School
Gaelcolaiste Cheatharlach,

Interesting scenic areas which surround
Borris.

THE HERON AND

KINGFISHER

/{ I l·
TllliJ HERON
A bird sometimes ,;potted on the Harrow al H11gc:nalstown is the
Heron. It is a ~tmkc like binl, whicu is slender with a long neck
and legs. Ihe I leron belongs to the family Ardeidae.

Tlllt l{JNG!<'ISHl~R
The Kingfisher a small lo medium sized bird can also he spotted on
the Rarrow in B11genalstown. II belongs to a gmup, wh icb
comprises of 1fm:e families. Alc:cdlnidac, l)acclcmide, and Ccrlidic.
The Kookaburras of Australasia is includi,d amm1g these birds.
TI1cru an: ninety (me species of kingfisher with shon legs roundc'll
wings and brilliant pluma;.c mnny ~i,ecics plung\: into water lo
catch fish but the majority live (lit in!leets and other small animals.
They ncm in holos in bmtks or tree trunks.

Borris Vocational School - Senior group.

Muinebheag Vocational School - Senior group.

Breda Cummins,
Nicola Lennon
Eilish Kavanagh

Stephanie English
Amanda McNally
Jason Gough

CARLOVIANA

UGUST,

FAIR DAY IN

BORRIS

Borris Vocational School - Senior group.
For some hundreds of years fairs have been part of the fabric of life
in Borris. Setting up fairs in Borris in the 17th Century is still in possession of Andrea Kavanagh at Borris House. Fairs for cattle, sheep,
pigs, horses etc were held in Borris on January !st, February 5th,
May !st., July 2nd., August 15th., October 4th., November 14th. and
four more fairs had been lately obtained. The extra four were held in
March, June, September and December giving a total of eleven for
the year.
Preparations for the fair began weeks before it was due to be held,
when farmers brought sheep creels to the town to stake their claim for
a place on the street. On the evening before the fair the animals due
to be sold were brought within close proximity of the farmhouse.
Very early in the morning of the fair animals were turned out on the
roads and the journey to Borris began. This journey often commenced in the dark with farmers using storm lanterns to guide them
on their way. On arrival in the town the sheep farmers erected their
creels against the houses and local shops along the footpaths and
awaited the arrival of the buyers.

We learned how to type faster than we could before, we learned how
to work together as a team, how to use a digital camera and how to
take better pictures with a normal camera. We learned how to convey
information on to a graph. We improved our skills in using computers and word processing. For this project we had to work to a deadline and we managed to finish the project within our allocated time.
We spent a lot of time doing our project in the computer room in
school and we also decided to set up a website promoting Borris and
tourism in the area the address for this website is http://www.Borris
Village.Friendpages.com
We thought this would be a good idea in order to inform people about
our town and all the attraction it has to offer and how clean the streets
are. We learned how to preform a survey and record the information
we collected in our project.
Both Bryan and myself thoroughly enjoyed doing this project. We
learned a lot of new things and if the chance came up to do the same
type of project we would most definitely take part. We would recommend this competition to anyone who is thinking abOut doing it
and we hope that our project has been a success.

Men known as jobbers or Blockers usually went out the roads to meet
the cattlemen coming with their stock to the fair. The job of these
jobbers/blockers was to try to buy the cattle at a deflated price.
On arrival into the town the cattle sellers brought their animals to an
available spot in the Fair Green (where the tennis courts are now situated.). As the day wore on the buyers would approach the sellers and
enquire the price being sought for the cattle.
After paying for the cattle the buyer would put his mark on them and
would require the seller to mind them until it was time to drive them
to the railway station for transportation to Dublin and on to England.
Pigs were penned for sale on the footpath in front of the lower Fair
Green. Bonham's were kept for sale in creeled carts, which were
placed on their shafts on the street

Bryan Wall
Michael Hayden

Stalls or standings, selling every item of clothing, both new and second-hand, were situated from Borris House Lodge gate to the Town
Hall. A remarkable feature of these traders was the way they cleaned
up the street after trading had finished.
After almost 300 years the 15th. August the Borris Fair still goes
ahead. Traders come and spend one night in Borris before moving on
to the next fair.
The fair day provides an ideal opportunity for renewing old acquaintances by arrangement or chance and reminisces about times gone by.
It is also a good opportunity for students to meet up with friends that
they may not have seen over the school holidays. Unlike in the past
however, there is a sharp contrast to the way the street is cleaned.

Noreen Cody
Siobhan Hayes

GHOST STORY

Borris Vocational school - Junior group.
The old people of the village tell a story passed down from their
fathers and from their fathers before them. It is a story that will send
shivers down your spine.

The story goes that on dark nights when the wind whistles through
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - • the trees where Myshall House once stood Constance again rides out
C O N CL U S IO N
on her black horse with her Irish wolfhound running beside her. The
ghost always follows the same path down the hill across the old lawn
Borris Vocational School - Senior group.
of Myshall house her hair flying out behind her, down through the
Old gates and across the road before she disappears from sight. The
strange thing reported by people who have seen the apparition is that
When Bryan and I first started to do this project we expected to learn the horse's hooves make no noise at all.
many things about our town that we didn't know before. When we
were given the option to do a project in our geography class we chose This story was told to me by my mother who heard it from her uncle
to do it on tourism and litter in our town. We never thought there would (my granduncle Willie) who encountered the ghost himself one dark
be so much information to be collected and so much work to be done night while cycling down the Croppy road, Myshall. He confirmed
but we did enjoy doing the project and we have learned a lot about the that she came through the gates of Myshall house, which were padlocked, closed at the time.
area as well as learning valuable skills we didn't have before.

CARLOVIANA

Borris Vocational school - Junior Group

Adeline Minchin
LAST OF THE

1

44

SELECTORS

Borris Vocational School - Junior group

-

Arthur McMurragh Kavanagh as a child wittt'his sisters and
brothers.
Top row, from left : Agnes, Tom, Herriet (Hoddy)
Below: Charles and Arthur.
EDIN DOYLE
GRAHAM O'NEILL

ST.MDGUE'S WELL
COLAISTE EDIN,

Larry Furlong, Tinnecarrig, Ballymurphy was the last surviving
selector of the Carlow SFC team which won the county's loan
Leinster Senior Championship in 1944. He was known as one of
Carlow's best personality. He was a man of many parts. He was
described as a G.A.A mentor, gunman, fisherman, a staunch political supporter, card player and a small scale farmer. Larry was one of
6 selectors of the Carlow senior football team that brought great
glory to Carlow. He was fiercely loyal to Ballymurphy G.A.A club.
He won a Carlow minor Championship in 1926 when the south
county side beat the 'Blues' by 2-7 to 0-4. His biggest role was to
be that of a mentor and it was a great source of pride to him when
Ballymurphy won the Carlow SFC titles of 1947 and '53. He was
rewarded for his efforts in 1991 when Carlow County Board presented him with a special award. Larry departed this life on January
19th., 1994.
RDISIN BYRNE
CATHERINE FOLEY

HACKETSTOWN

This blessed well is situated near St Mogue a Cross and by the side
of the little stream which flows under the road a little further on, The
well is a very small one. There is no sign of rags. and other votive
offerings usually to be met with at a blessed well9 though in former
times it was resorted to for cures, There is a curious little granite
boulder, 25 inches long and 13 inches broad at its widest and lying
on the right hand-side of the well, with a hollow in it near the upper
end) from which runs a groove down its length. Formerly a pers-n
resorting to the well for a cure drew some water from it and poured
it into the hollow of the boulder befora applying it to the affected
part. The water from this well -vas used by the monks during the
times of the monastery. An aanial three Jay pilgrimaee from 'the
Diocese of Fems was held at this well every January until ebout
1820. The-feast day of St. Mogue c-f Clonmore was on April 11th
and St. Mogue of Fems on January 31st, In 1975 che area of the well
was renovated.

CARLDVIANA

TRAVEL
KELLY MURPHY

Borris Vocational School - Junior group.
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• The Ulster Gaelic society which was founded in 1830.
• The Irish Archaeological society which was founded in 1840.
A people, without a language of its own, is only half a nation. A
/Vatzon should guard its language more than its territories; tis a
surer barrier and more important frontier than a fortress or river .
-Thomas Davis.

For centuries Irish had been the language of this country. However,
by the beginning of the 19th century it was retreating fast from the
linguistical map of Europe.
Census figures show that in 1841 just before the Great Famine about
50% of the population of 8 million people spoke Irish. By 1851 the
percentage dropped drastically to 23.3%. Remorseless erosion of the
[Irish J language according to Professor Donal McCartney had begun
long before the twin tragedies of the Great Famine and the subsequent emigration. 1 In Westmeath in 1851, he maintains, that there
was only one person in the total population of 110,000 who spoke
Irish. Busy marketing towns like Mullingar of Athlone, the door way
to Connaught, he writes, were English- speaking long before the
famine. By 1861, not a single person in all of Westmeath spoke Irish
only. Less than 500 of the total population of the county, claimed to
know Irish. Other Leinster counties, he continues, like Offaly and
Laois, Carlow and Kildare, Wicklow and Wexford, had even smaller
percentages. Kilkenny and Louth retained small pockets of Irishspeakers. By 1891, only 3.5% of all of Leinster claimed any knowledge of the language.2
By 1881 the amount of Irish speakers in Leinster numbered fifty.
Thirty five of them were in Co. Kilkenny. This reduced even more
and by 1911 there were only three Irish speakers left in Leinster. All
resided in Dublin. Nationwide, in 1891 a mere 14.5% of the population spoke Irish.
In Carlow, by 1851, 243 people were registered as bilingual amounting to 4% of the population of the county. By 1871, the numbers had
dwindled to 127, declining by 1891 to 123. In 1871, there were only
three all Irish speakers - two women; one ages between forty and fitly;
the other over ninety and one man. According to the Census of 1881,
the male aged between seventy and eighty. Out of a population of
46,000, Carlow had one Irish speaker - a forty to fifty year old female.
!From "The Decline And Revival Of The Irish Language With
Special Reference To Co. Carlow", Donal McCartney, Carloviana,
Journal of the Old Cariow Society, 1983.
The factors that amount to the anglicization of the country are worth
considering.The Irish Language marked social inferiority. It was the
symbol of deprivation and poverty. Gaelic prohibited material
progress. English was viewed as an essential medium of communication as emigration was a raw fact of life throughout the land.
Children were being reared to be exported. So Gaelic was cast away
by parents, guardians, teachers and priests. Further to communicate
with the English colonist and to participate in the social, commercial
and economic arena of Ireland, the English language was prerequisite. For the Irish, the acquisition and mastery of English fluency
marked urban sophistication.
A revival of Gaelic interest began in the l 800's culminating in a literary renaissance in the early l 900's. Generally, it was the interest in
vogue among the ascendancy class of Ireland. Organisations that
were established in the 19th Century include the following;
• The Gaelic society of Dublin which was founded in 1806.
• The Hibemo- Celtic society which was founded in 1818.

• The Celtic society which was founded in 1845.
• The Ossianic society which was founded in 1853.
• The Society for the Preservation of the Irish Language which
was founded in 1877.
These associations above and others recognised the wealth of Gaelic
culture and tradition. Essentially, their members were cultural nationalists desiring to restore national pride in a culture that was quickly
disappearing.
The Gaelic League was founded in 1893 by Douglas Hyde. The
League's objectives were
1) to restore Irish as the medium of communication.
2) to encourage the writing and publication of Gaelic literature.
3) to promote the de-anglicization oflreland.
Branches were established throughout the country. Irish classes were
taught by timirf, travelling teachers. Classes were also given in dancing, music, history and literature. Feiseanna were held throughout
the country. Singing, dancing talent, spoken Irish and folklore were
awarded. These feiseanna became very popular.
By 1904 over 600 branches were formed. The League also published its
own newspaper An Claidheamh Soluis and its own journal The Gaelic
Journal. The newspaper was an overwhelming success. It is recorded
that in November 1906, over twelve thousand copies were sold. 3
Locally, the success of the League is apparent when we study the relevant statistics. In 1891, 0.3% of the county claimed to be able to
speak Irish. By 1911, this percentage escalated to 2.8%.
Without a doubt, the Gaelic League was instrumental in preventing
the demise of the Irish language. However, the negative attitude
towards the language prevailed for considerable years to follow.

Class names
Mary de Burca
Maria Nie Aonghusa
Muireanu Nie Eochaidh
Samantha Nie loscainn
Yvonne Nie Reamoinn
Aozfe Ni Reamoinn
Leeanne Ni Chaomhanazgh
Neasa Ni Cheallaigh
Sara Ni Chonarain
Chona Ni chonchubhair
Avrzl Ni Chumascaigh
Loma Ni Dhuagain
Tara Ni Dhubhshlaine
Sarah Ni Dhuill

Caitriona Ni Hutain
Loma Ni Nuallain
David Mac Donncha
Cillian Mac Roibeard
David Mac Uileag6id
Daniel 6 Baoil
Donough 6 Briain
Peadar 6 Conchubhair
Liam 6 Discin
Deiric 6 Faogain
David 6 Faolain
Eamon 6 Murchu
Alan 6 Nuallain
Sam Olwill

I From The Decline and Revival of the Irish Language with reference to
Co.Carlow, Donal McCartney, Carloviana, journal of the Old Carlow Society,
1983.
2 ibid
5,o.eLeoLo.1 see,

Ce,o.cho.RLOC,6..
R,o.ri5: 4,6_
The projects were judged by Denis Foley, Chairman of Carlow
Vocational Education Committee; Eileen O'Rourke, C.E.O. Carlow
tourism and Bernard Duff, Carlow Co. Council.
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EXTRACTS
F"RCM THE

ORDNANCE SURVEY
Research: Tommy Clarke.

1839

T

here is a Tuck Mill in Grangewatt which manufactures frieze
blankets and flanells and normally employs eight people.

groceries. Tober Cranavane, a pattern was held here on 3rd.May but
was discontinued some time after 1798.

The Nine Stones at Mount Leinster said to have been erected to commemorate nine men who were murdered,and their bodies buried
nearby.

Tobbermurry or Lady's Well, this was once the pattern well of
Tullow, but the pattern has been discontinued since about 1810 and a
fair, called the Pattern Fair substituted and is held on 8th.September.

In Ballycoppigan South there is a shallow excavation in the centre of
which a tree is growing,and known locally as Little Hell.

Clonmullen village,a small hamlet of eight or ten comfortable looking houses. In Connaberry are about five Irish acres of commons on
which the schoolhouse was erected,it's thickly studded with cabins
and is divided into small plots and the occupiers pay no rent.

Ballymartin, a small village of about 18 stone houses. Coonogue village has 15 stone houses.
Oldyard village has 6 stone houses.

Tinnahinch village in the western part of the townsand has 24 stone
houses.

Rathanna village has 12 stone houses. Barmona, a village of 12 stone
houses.

The village of New Goolin has twelve detached houses all of stone.

Knocknamoyle village has 12 stone houses. Newtown,a hamlet of 16
stone houses.
In Rossdellig there is a Tuck Mill,a com mill and a mill for sharpening reaping hooks.
Lacken Cross, erected to the memory of Edmond Keeffe, who died
27th.December 1737, the cross is very mutilated, and still born children have been buried in the plot around it.
Sunday's Well,a pattern formerly held here on Whit Sunday, but discontinued about 1826.
The lake in Oak Park covering 20 acres, constructed by Col.Bruen
but not yet fully completed. (now called the new lake).

Fiants of Edward VI.
No. 946. Pardon to William M Fyrre O'Byrne, of Corranloiske
(Craanlusky ) county Carlow, horseman, for the theft of four horses
of the goods of Oliver Grace, five cows of Robert oge Shortal, three
cows of Edmund Blanchefield, ten sows of Dermot O'Bolgye of
Shainkyll ( Shankill ), twenty sows of Walter Peparde and Patrick
Robenett, three horses and three oxen from Ballyweyn and
Derrynetoyke, four sows taken by his shepherd, and one sheep and
an iron plough taken from the market of Leighlyn by James Bolgyr,
one of his men. Security in £100 to be given. 5th.February 1551/2.

Old Gowlin village consists of about 12 stone houses.
Ballybeg village,a small hamlet of 12 scattered houses.
Knockshaun village in the east side of Ballyglisheen,a small hamlet
of about 8 stone houses.
Glynn village has 12 stone houses.
Knockmulgurry village, a small hamlet containing about 12 stone
houses.
Baltymurphy, a neat compact village containing 24 houses all of
stone.
Coolehune village contains about 12 stone houses.

From the "Crede Mihi".
William Marescall, Earl of Pembroke, for the souls of Earl Richard,
William Marescall, his father, lsabetta, his mother, and the welfare of
himself and Countess Alinor, and all their ancestors and successors,
grants to God and the church of Holy Trinity, and to the archbishop
of Dublin and his successors five carucates ofland in Pothered ( now
the barony of Forth) which are called Strabo. The archbishop is to
have the Earl's anniversary solemnised in that church for ever, and
fifty poor persons fed on that day, and the same for his wife, the
Countess, William Marescall, his father, and Countess Isabetta, his
mother.

A celebrated pig fair was once held annually in Slyguff on the first
Thursday of November.
Pollroe Lake, a small lake in the northwest comer of Aghade, it's
almost dry and no fish have ever been caught in it.
Milk Park ( Mill Park) in Carrickslaney formerly an extensive tannery.
Black Lion village, supposed to have derived its name from the signpost of a tavern, a poor village having only two public houses and

Dating between 1213-1228.
The ruins of the church of Straboe, locally called Templeboy, have
almost disappeared with the exception of one monument, a stone slab
with what appears to be a Maltese cross carved in relief on the top. It
may be part of a tomb originally inside the church, or possibly the
cover of a mediaeval stone coffin.
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TULLOW TOWN

COMMISSION

CENTENARY

ESTABLISHED UNDER
VICTORIA C

1 7TH AND

1 BTH

103
Sean O'Shea

APPLICATION PURSUANT TD THE PROVISIONS OF
THE 4TH SECTION OF THE TOWNS IMPROVEMENT
(IRELAND) ACT,

1 7 AND 1 8 VICTORIA CHAP. 1 03

COUNTY OF CARLOW
TOWN OF TULLOW

TD THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
BOARD OF IRELAND

E, the undersigned, being Local Government Electors in the
Town of Tullow, in the County of Carlow, and each of us
respectively, either occupying a dwellinghouse or other lands, tenements, or hereditaments within the said 'I'own, do hereby: respectfully apply that the Town Improvement (Ire I and) Act, 17 and 18
Victoria, Chap. 103, may be carried Into execution in the Town of
Tullow in whole, and we propose that the Boundaries to be adopted
for the purpose of said Act shall be those set forth on the Ordnance
Map (County Carlow, sheet No. 8), hereto annexed, and which are as
follows:-

W

Commencing at a point marked (a) on the said Map, on the boundary
between the Townlands ofTullowbeg and Tullowphelim, being in the
centre of the River Slaney, at the distance of991 yards, measured in
a North Westerly direction from the centre of Tullow Bridge; thence
in a straight line in a North Easterly direction to a point on the centre of the Ballymurphy Road, marked (b) on said Map, distance
between these two points, 174 yards; thence in a North-easterly
direction along the centre line of a fence to the point on the fence
marked (c) on said map, distance between the points (b) and (C) 668
yards; thence in an Easterly direction along the centre of the fences
as shown on said Map, and across the Dublin Road to a point on the
Easterly fence of the said road, 61 yards South of Bishops Cross
Roads marked (d) on said Map, distance between these two points
1,030 yards; thence along the said fence for a distance of 18 yards in
a Southerly direction to a point where the said fence is joined by a
fence running in an Easterly direction marked (e) on said map;
thence along the centre of said fence and across the Railway, and
along the fences as shown on the Map to the point of junction of
fences marked (f) on said Map, distance between those points 466
yards; thence in, a Southerly direction, along the centre line of the
fence, and across the road to a point in the Southern fence of the

Knockloe Road marked (g) on said Map, distance between those
points 291 yards; thence along the said fence, in a Westerly direction
to a point on the said fence at its Junction with the Eastern fence of
the plantation marked (h) on the said Map, distance between those
points 243 yards; thence in a Southerly direction along the said fence
of the plantation, and across the Accommodation Road to a point on
the Southern fence of the said road marked (i) on the said Map, distance between those points 245 yards; thence along the said road
fence in a South-westerly direction to the point of Junction of the said
fence with the fence at the North-western side of, Mount Vernon
House marked (j) on the said Map, distance between; those points
143 yards; thence in a South-easterly direction along the said fence,
round the back of the offices of the said house, to a point in the said
fence marked (k) on the said Map, distance between those points 180
yards ; thence, across a Janeway to a point on the fence opposite and
along said fence in a South-easterly direction to a point on the said
fence marked (I) on the said Map, distance between those two points
368 yards; thence along the fence in a Southerly direction to a point
on the boundary between the Townlands ofTullowphelim and Mount
Wolseleyley, or Crosslow, marked (m) on said Map, distance
between those points 461 yards; thence along the said boundary in
Westerly direction, crossing the Newtown Road to the point on the
said boundary, where it meets the centre line of the road leading from
Tullow to Ouragh Cross roads, marked (n) on the said Map, distance
between those points 1120 yards; thence along the said boundary in
a Southerly direction to the point where it meets the boundary
between the Townlands of Tullowphelim and Ouragh; thence in a
Westerly direction along the said boundary fence, between the
Townlands of Tullowphellim and Ouragh, to the point in the River
Slaney where the said boundary meets the boundary between the
Parishes of Fenagh and Tullowphelim; thence along the said Parish
Boundary to a point in it opposite the Junction of the Stream which
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joins the River Slaney from its Western bank, marked (o) on said
Map; thence in North-westerly direction along the centre of the said
Stream to a point on the said Stream where it is crossed by the Public
road from Tullow to Ellen Grove Cross roads, marked (p) on the said
Map; thence in a North-westerly direction along the said Stream to a
point in the Stream marked (q) on the said Map, distance 174 yards;
thence in a North-westerly direction along the almost straight fences,
as shown on the said Map, to a point on the Southern fence of the
Public road leading from Tullow to Castlemore Cross roads marked
(r) on said Map, distance 267 yards; thence across the said road tothe
South-western comer of an adjacent house (occupied by Patrick
Gorman); thence along the Southwestern gable and back of said
house, and in a North Westerly direction for a distance of 90 yards
along a fence to a point on the said fence marked (s) on the said Map;
thence in a Northerly direction along the fences and across the public road leading from Tullow to Leamaneh Graveyard, as shown on
the Map, to a point on the Northern fence of the said road marked (t)
on the said Map, distance between those points, 918 yards; thence
along the said road in Easterly direction for a distance of 76 yards to
point on the said fence where it is joined by the fence on the western
side of the adjacent house (occupied by James Nolan) marked (u) on
the said map, thence along the said fence and across the public road
leading from Tullow to Castledermot to the before described point in
the centre of the River Slaney marked (a) on the said Map, distance
between those points 402 yards.
And we further respectfully apply that the Board may be pleased to
approve of the said proposed boundaries and to order and direct that
any two or more Justices of the Peace for County of Carlow, resident
within ten miles of the said Town ofTullowlow, as the Board may
appoint, shall convene a meeting for the purpose of considering the
carrying of the said Act, in the whole into execution in said town.,

Dated this 28th day of February, 1902.

Name of
Local Government
Elector

Joseph Kearney
J. G. Murphy
J. W. Abbott
Joseph M. Murphy
Thomas Byrne
Patrick Byrne
James Aughney
Terence Halligan
William Murphy
Thomas Carroll
Patrick Kelly
John Donohoe
James Dempsey
John Foley
Daniel Norse
William Burgess
John Lynch
Patrick Dillon
Geald O'Toole
Martin Doyle

Address

Admr. Tullow
Belmont, Tullow
Rectory, Tullow
The Square, Tullow
The Square, Tullow
Church St., Tullow
Bridge St., Tullow
Bridge St., Tullow
Bridge St., Tullow
Mill St., Tullow
Mill St., Tullow
Bridge St., Tullow
The Square, Tullow
Mill St., Tullow
Mill St., Tullow
The Lodge, Tullow
Bridge St., Tullow
Church St., Tullow
Bridge St.
Tullow

Nature of
qualifications and
Amount of Rating.
Rated Occupiers
£.
13
16
33
22
10
10

12
12
14
14
14
13
35
12
16
79
15
13
15
22

s.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
15
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
5
15
0

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Name of
Local Government
Elector

Address

William Kinsella

Church St., Tullow

Thomas Nolan
Thomas Kehoe
Denis O'Brien
Henry O'Brien
Thomas Doyle
James Kenny

Bridge St., Tullow
Mill St., Tullow
Mill St., Tullow
Mill St., Tullow
Market Sq., Tullow
Market Sq., Tullow

Inhabitant
Householder

Inhabitant householder
do
do
do
do
do
do

WILLIAM M. BYRNE
Solicitor for said Application,
Carlow and Tullow.
Introduction
This year marks the centenary of the establishment of a Town
Commission for the town of Tullow. The advantages of having a
Local Authority had been advocated by many of the town inhabitants
for a number of years prior to this.
Following a number of Meetings culminating on 28th February,
1902, the foregoing petition was adopted and forwarded to the Local
Government Board of Ireland. In accordance with the Act, it was
necessary for twenty one registered local government electors to sign
the petition and to indicate boundaries proposed for the town.
On the 14th July, the Local Government Board ordered and directed
Charles F. MacNally J. P., Grange, Tullow and Joseph J. Nolan
M.D.J.P., Tullow to convene a meeting to formally bring the Act into
execution in the Town. The Town Boundaries were also approved. A
Meeting with the Justices presiding was accordingly held in the
Court House on Thursday, 7th August at which the act was adopted.
On the 27th September The Nationalist and Leinster Times reported
as follows

TULLOWS PROGRESS
In accordance with the sanction of the Local Government
Board. Tullow is about to take over control of its own
affairs under the provisions of the Towns improvement
Act.. and the move is agreed on all sides to be a most auspicious one and an alteration in affairs which promises to
be attended with satisfactory results. This is only as should
be, and there is no reason why such an important town
should not have the administration of its own affairs,
although on a rather limited scale, Who knows but it may
be the stepping stone to future greatness, and the township
may yet teach a lesson to its neighbours in showing what
benefits may he conferred by having a clean well-lighted,
and in every way a model town. The first work has been
the manning of the new body, and the following have been
nominated for civic honours - Messrs James Dempsey,
John Foley, William Burgess. William Maher, Terence
Halligan, John Donohoe, P.F. Byrne, Joseph Murphy, and
Gerald O'Toole. In the event of no further nomination,
which is not anticipated. these gentlemen will be declared
elected on Wednesday next.
As there were no further Candidates, the nominees were declared
elected Town Commissioners on 1 October, 1902. Joseph M. Murphy
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F. Hutton
G. O'Toole (Outgoing)
J. O'Donohue (Outgoing)

was elected Chairman and John Mackey, Solicitor was appointed
Town Clerk. Future elections had to be held annually, with one third
of the Commission required to vacate office.
The newly formed Town Commission met again on the 3rd.
November. A rate of 6p was struck for year ending the 31st March,
1903. Times and dates for markets and fairs were fixed. The Irish
Education Act 1892 (Compulsory Education) was adopted and an
Education Committee Appointed. Arrangements were made to
employ a Rate Collector, Educational Officer (School Attendance
Officer) and a Town Inspector (Sanitary). In the following month
James Dwyer was appointed to the three posts which were combined.
William Halpin (Barber) was appointed Lamplighter, and the
National Bank Treasurer to the Commission.
The next election was held on the 15th. January, 1903. William Maher,
P. E. Byrne and William Burgess were required to retire. They subsequently submitted their nomination papers for election, and there being
no other candidates they were accordingly re-elected.
During the year a considerable number of lamps were purchased and
installed in the town. A rate of 9p was struck. Apart from the usual
and regular Town Commission affairs, representations were made to
the appropriate authorities regarding improving water and sewerage
facilities and repairs to roads and footpaths. Over the years the
Commissioners obtained improvements to the rail and postal services
and sought a hospital and weighbridge for the town.
Joseph Murphy, John Donohue and Gerald O'Toole were re-elected,
unopposed, at the election of January, 1904.
Practically from its inception the Commission experienced difficulties in the collection of rates. A Rate Payer's Association was formed
in 1905, which campaigned for a low rate. By 1907 the
Commissioners found themselves in financial difficulty as the rate
struck (6p in the pound) for a number of years was insufficient to
finance their commitments. In later years the rate was increased and
the rates plus receipts from dog tax and court fines improved matters.
(Receipts for 1907/8 were £64-16-0 and rates collected amounted to
£82-7-5)
The Commissioners were continually being urged by an active
Tenants Association to adopt the Housing of the Working Classes
Acts, to enable them to erect houses in the town, and also to enforce
landlords to improve conditions of dwellings. A small number of
Rate Payers (14) petitioned the Commissioners to postpone the adoption of the Acts as the implementation of same would eventually
increase the rate. However, the Working Classes Acts were adopted
after long consideration and correspondence with the Local
Government Board. Arrangements were made to purchase land,
plans were prepared, but sadly political events overtook these proposals.
While one-third of the Members resigned each year in accordance
with the Towns' Improvement Act, they were automatically re elected as no other candidates presented themselves for election. In
January, 1907 a certain amount of disinterest was expressed by the
outgoing Commissioners, G. 0. Toole and J. Donohue, while J. M.
Murphy, Chairman did not seek re-election to the Commission. The
Town Tenants Association presented three candidates at the election
held on the 15th January. The Association was well organised and
their supporters were exhaustively canvassed by its officers. The
result of the election was declared by the returning Officer, J.
Mackey shortly after 8.00 p.m. that evening as follows:
E. O'Sullivan
163
T. Kehoe
160

147
24
23

At the Annual Meeting held on 23rd January, James Cassells was coopted in room of P. E. Byrne whose seat became vacant due to
change of residence outside the town. The election of the Chairman
resulted in an equality of votes for W. Burgess and E. O'Sullivan. The
Chairmanship was deferred to the February Meeting at which W.
Burgess was elected. A rate of 6p was struck at the April Meeting.
During the year the Rate Collector, James Dwyer retired and was
replaced by M. P. Maher.
James Dempsey and Terence Halligan did not contest the 1908
Election and were replaced by John Murphy and William Murphy.
Thomas Kehoe was returned also unopposed. E. O'Sullivan resignedin March of that year and was replaced by John Derwin. W. Burgess
tendered his resignation in April. However, his resignation was not
accepted and no co-option took place. While W. Burgess did not
attend any Town Commission Meetings from that time, his seat
remained unfilled until the election of 1912. The non co-option ofa
member in his stead resulted in considerable difficulties for the
Commission, and contributed to its eventual demise.
In late 1909 the Town Clerk, John Mackey took up residence in
Dundalk and was replaced by E. O'Sullivan. A rate of 9p was struck
that year, followed by a rate of one shilling (maximum rate) in 1910.
J. Foley, W Murphy and J. Derwin did not contest the 1911 election
and were replaced by W. Halpin, J. Byrne, and J. Kealy. At the
Annual Meeting held on the 16th. January, Commjssioners Kehoe,
Corcoran and Kinsella were in favour of J. Cassells being re-elected
Chairman, while Commissioners Kealy, Byrne and Halpin were in
favour of E. Hutton's appointment. J. Cassells (Chairman) gave the
casting vote in his own favour and declared himself elected
Chairman.
Section 38 of Vie 10 Cap 16, "The Commissioners Clauses Act 1847
reads as follows:
Voting at
meetings of
commissioners

38. At all meetings of the commissioners the
questions there considered shall be decided
by the votes of the majority present; and if
there be an equal division of votes upon any
question the chairman or commissioner acting as chairman at such meeting shall, in
addition to his own vote as a commissioner,
have a second or casting veto; provided
always, that if at any such meeting there be
an equality of votes in the election of the
chairman, it shall be decided by lot which of
the commissioners having an equal number
of votes shall be the chairman; provided
also, that at every annual meeting the chairman going out of office at that meeting shall,
if present and willing to act, be the chairman
of such meeting.

Following the Meeting disagreement arose as to J. Cassells right to
use his casting vote, and the four Commissioners in dispute refused
to attend future meetings. This resulted in meetings not being held as
the statutory quorum of five members could not be met
The Striking of a rate, was accordingly not attended to in April. At
the June monthly meeting the four abstaining Commissioners indicated their willingness to attend the meeting subject to the following
conditions:
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1.

That the election for Chairman held in January be
declared invalid as it was not carried out in accordance
with the Act of Parliament.

2.

That a new election of Chairman for the remainder of the
year be carried out in strict accordance with the letter of the
Act, and

3.

That no member be co-opted during the remainder of the
year.

No agreement was reached and the meeting fell through.
Prior to the July Meeting, the Commissioners were put on notice that
if no meeting was held in that month "the Commissioners would be
disqualified" and "if a rate was not struck, the Commission was liable
for a heavy debt".
The eight Commissioners attended meeting held on 3 July, and a rate
of one shilling was struck on the casting vote of the Chairman. No
further meeting took place until a special meeting was held on the
30th October, 1911 to consider the question of lighting the town.
D. Corcoran and J. Cassells did not contest the 1912 Election and
their seats together with the seat of W. Burgess (vacant since 1908)
were filled at election held on 15th January. The introduction of a
Labour candidate, John Cosgrove at that time caused a good deal of
local interest. Four Candidates sought election to three seats, with the
following result:John Cosgrove
124
61
J.M.Murphy
W. Fanning
54
J. McCullagh
43
Seven Commissioners were present at the Annual Meeting held on
Tuesday 23rd., January. John Cosgrove was elected Chairman. The
Legality of the election of the Chairman the previous year and rate
struck were again questioned.
The following five members attended the next three monthly meetings John Cosgrove, Edward Hutton, James Byrne, William Halpin
and James Kealy. J.M. Murphy notified the Commission of his resignation at the March Meeting. A rate of 7p was struck at the April
Meeting.
William Fanning resigned from the Commission in May and William
Kinsella and Thomas Kehoe were subsequently disqualified from sitting as Commissioners due to non-attendance.
No meeting took place in the months of May to October. Four
Commissioners attended the September Meeting but as a quorum
was not present, the Meeting could not be held.
At the November Meeting, Edward Hutton submitted his resignation,
but was, informed by the Town Clerk that he was already disqualified for non-attendance. Correspondence from the Local
Government Board warned the Commissioners that "if legal proceedings were instituted by a Ratepayer to compel the
Commissioners to perform their statutory duty, the members would
be held personally responsible for any costs that may occur".
Attempts by John Cosgrove, James Kealy and William Halpin to
hold a Meeting in January, 1913 failed. The Clerk explained to the
Members that a Meeting could not take place as they were short of
the required quorum. He then left the Meeting. Later Edward Hutton
and James Byrne attended but the Town Clerk declined to return.

The Town Commissioners difficulties were discussed at the January
Monthly Meeting of Carlow County Council. The Meeting was
informed that the Tullow Town Commission Election due to be held
on the 15th of the month had not taken place and neither had the
Annual Meeting been held. The law provided there should be nine
Commissioners, with the quorum set at five, and as there were now
only four Commissioners, the business of the township was not being
carried out. The Council was the only authority that could deal with
the problem. It was within the Council's power to appoint five members so that a quorum could be formed or alternatively order a new
election. The Members agreed to take no action in the matter unless
requested by the people of Tullow to do so. In the meantime
Councillors Murphy, McNally and Hanlon would interview the people of the town and report back to the Council.
During the months of March and April the following Memorial was
drawn up and signed by a considerable number of Ratepayers: "We
the undersigned, being the principal ratepayers of the Municipal Area
of Tullow hereby petition the County Council to co-opt five members
to strike a rate adequate to clear the debts incurred by the Tullow
Town Commission and having discharged all their liabilities, we consider, in the interests of the people of the Town that the Commission
should be dissolved".
The Memorial was considered at the April Meeting of Carlow
County Council, where the following were nominated to act on the
Town Commission:- Joseph M. Murphy, William Burgess, James
Dempsey, Gerald O'Toole and Terence Halligan.
The first Meeting of the remodeled Town Commission took place in
the Court House on the 19th May, 1913. Members present were:James Dempsey, J. M. Murphy, T. Halligan, G. O'Toole, W. Burgess,
W. Halpin, J. Kealy and T. Cosgrove. William Burgess chaired the
Meeting. The Town Clerk was also present. By resolution the five
members agreed that they would distinctly adhere to the Memorial
and that their responsibilities would cease on completion of the liabilities of the Town Commission being cleared. A copy of the resolution was forwarded to the County Council and the Local
Government Board.
A rate of Sp was struck at the following Meeting held on the 30th
June. Many Ratepayers questioned the legality of the rates. However,
at the December Meeting, the Commissioners were in a position to
report to the County Council that the rates had been collected and all
charges considered due by the Commission paid. The five members
concerned, being satisfied that their commitments had been discharged submitted their resignations to the County Council. The resignations were accepted as were the resignations of the Town Clerk
and Rate Collector, which followed.
On seeking advice from the Local Government Board the County
Council was informed that "as there were no Town Commissioners
elected in Tullow, the present Body of Town Commissioners was no
longer in existence". Carlow Rural District Council then became
responsible for the Commissioners Powers under the Public Health
Acts i.e. Public Lighting, Fairs etc. Carlow County Council adopted
the provisions of the Educational Act and appointed a School
Attendance Committee.
If a reason was to be given as to why the Town Commission came to
an end, political naivety is suggested. Whatever the reasons for its
demise all debts were paid in full and though scarred, the Town
Commission had an honourable ending.
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1902-1912

1902-1906
J Dempsey
J Foley
W Burgess
W.L.Maher
T Halligan
J. O'Donohue
P. F. Byrne
J.M. Murphy
G O'Toole
(n) =New

1907
J Dempsey
J Foley
W Burgess
W.L.Maher
T Halligan
T Kehoe (n)
J Cassells (c.o.)
E.O'Sullivan(n)
E Hutton (n)

1908
J.M. Murphy (n)
J Foley
W Burgess
W. L. Maher
WMurphy(n)
T Kehoe
J Cassells
J Derwin (co)
E Hutton
W Burgess resigned

1909

1910

J.M. Murphy
W. J. Kinsella
J Foley
J Foley
W Burgess
WBurgess
W. L. Maher
D Corcoran (n)
WMurphy
WMurphy
T Kehoe
T Kehoe
J Cassells
J Cassells
J Derwin
J Derwin
E Hutton
E Hutton
in 1908 - Seat not filled until 1912.

1911
W. J. Kinsella
W Halpin (n)
W Burgess
D Corcoran
J Kealy (n)
T Kehoe
J Cassells
J Byrne (n)
E Hutton

1912
W. J. Kinsella
WHalpin
J Cosgrove (n)
W Fanning (n)
J Kealy
T Kehoe
J. M. Murphy (n)
J Byrne (n)
E Hutton
(c.o.) = Co-opted
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MADE SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTION TD
IRISH HISTORICAL
WRITING
The Irish Times, Saturday, June 8, 2002

LIVER MacDonagh, who
died on May 22nd aged 77,
was one of the outstanding historians of his generation, with a
major international reputation,
particularly for his innovative
work on the development of the
State in the early 19th century. He
made significant contributions to
British, Irish and Australian history, and his range of expertise
was prodigious, covering demographic, administrative, economic, social, political, intellectual
and literary studies.

O

Responding to one of several
Festschriften in his honour in
1989, the year he retired from his
chair in the Institute of Advanced
Studies in the Australian
National University, Canberra,
he wrote of his disbelief at such
honours. "I had no teachers; I
have no disciples; I founded no
school; I possess no theory of
history; I am master of no field;
from time to time I catch a horrid
vision of myself as a sort of
pinchback ultimum Romanorum,
a last general practitioner among
consultants, a chance survivor
from a vanished world."
The modesty was genuine, but
there was, in fact, a great depth
and coherence to his work,
which focused heavily on the
late 18th and early 19th centuries, with Ireland usually at its
centre. Yet, because his career
was mainly abroad, he was less
well known in Ireland than he
deserved. Historical writing has

a built-in obsolescence, but
Oliver MacDonagh will be read
for a very long time, not only for
his insights, but for the remarkable literary qualities of his
work. He was one of the best
writers of prose that Ireland has
produced.
He was born on August 23rd,
1924, in Carlow, although his
father, Michael, an official in the
National Bank, was stationed in
Limerick. His mother, Loretto
Oliver (formerly an employee of
Bank of Ireland) came from
Carlow and returned there for the
birth of her first child. His father
was
made
manager
in
Roscommon town, and Oliver
MacDonagh spent his childhood
there, attending the Christian
Brothers School. Before his death,
he had in preparation a volume of
reminiscences of that time, two
chapters of which appeared in The
Irish Review (No. 26).
He completed his secondary
schooling at Clongowes Wood,
before moving to University
College Dublin, where he graduated with a BA in 1944. He was
called to the Bar the following
year. As a student he was an
occasional, and unlikely racing
tipster for The Irish Times, and
sport remained a life long enthusiasm, especially Munster rugby.
The core of Oliver MacDonagh's
MA thesis later appeared as a
seminal contribution on emigration, in R.D. Edwards and T.W.
Moody (eds), The Great Famine

Oliver McDonagh... range of expertise included demographic,
economic, social, political, intellectual and literary studies.
(1956). Awarded a travelling studentship by the National
University oflreland in 1947, he
moved
to
Peterhouse,
Cambridge, for his Ph.D, his
thesis forming the basis of his
first major publication, A
Pattern of Government Growth
1800-1860: the Passenger Acts
and their enforcement (1961).
Over the following 30 years his
model of, how the role of the
State expanded in this crucial
period stimulated debates and
major research projects worldwide, resulting in a long list of
monographs and conference volumes. He took account of these

responses and refined his model
further in his Early Victorian
Government (1977).
Oliver MacDonagh spent 16
happy years in Cambridge, moving to St Catherine's College as
college lecturer and fellow in
1950 (he was made an honorary
life fellow there in 1987). In
1952, he married Carmel
Hamilton, and five of their seven
children
were
born
m
Cambridge.
In 1963, he began his long associat10n with Australia, going
first as visiting fellow to the
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Australian National University,
and the following year became
Foundation Professor of History
at the new Flinders University,
Adelaide. In 1968, he moved to
the chair of modem history, at
University College Cork, the
same year as he published his
masterly survey, later expanded
and republished as Ireland: the
Union and its aftermath (1977).
His stay in Cork was brief, but
during it he contributed greatly
to the development of the history syllabus and the modernisation of the college under M.D.
McCarthy. He continued to publish, though feeling ill-suited to
the combined roles of teaching,
administration and research.
His innovative O'Donnell lecture, The nineteenth century
novel and Irish social history
(1970) opened up a new field,
while his survey, Emigration
( 1973) consolidated his early
work.
In 1973, he returned to Australia
to the prestigious post of W.K.
Hancock professor in the
Research School of Social
Sciences, Canberra, but he continued to write Irish history, The
Inspector-General: Sir Jeremiah
Fitzpatrick and Social Reform
1783-1802 (1981), being followed by States of Mind: a Study

of Anglo-Irish Conflict (1983).
The latter, a series ofradical interpretative essays on concepts of
time and place and on the cultural
basis of politics, won the Ewart
Biggs Memorial Prize in 1985,
and seems destined to remain an
enduring part of his legacy.

His two-volume biography of
Daniel O'Connell ( 1988-'89)
was a different kind of tour
deforce, a highly readable narrative, blending the private and
public lives, and reflecting his
empathy with O'Connell, especially as lawyer, family man and
committed Catholic.
While still at Cambridge, he had
begun (with S.R. Dennison)
work on a commissioned history
of Guinnesses since 1886, but
when the book was finished its
publication was vetoed by the
company. It was a particular
pleasure for him when the volume Guinness 1886-1939 was
published, by Cork University
Press in 1998.
During his Canberra years, Oliver
MacDonagh also began publishing on aspects of Irish-Australia,
and organising a series of conferences, editing the proceedings
with Bill Mandie. But his main
contribution to Australian history
was the conception and overall

management of the collaborative,
IO-volume, Australians (1988),
with its focus on the lives of ordinary people, and its fore-grounding of the work of young historians Produced to a strict deadline
for the bicentenary, it revealed a
tough-minded side to Oliver
MacDonagh, usually hidden by
his innate courtesy and gentleness.
In 1991, he published Jane
Austen, real and imagined
worlds, in some ways his most
characteristic work, drawing
together the remarkable range of
his scholarly interests. An
Austen devotee (though not "a
besotted Janeite", as he protested) all his life, he even claimed
that her novels first inspired his
interest in early Victorian government and society, and the
book (begun as a hobby when
confined to bed by the back trouble that often made writing
extremely painful) combined a
polished style with unshowy
substance in a manner that
would surely have pleased
Austen herself Sadly, declining
health, especially problems with
his eyes, prevented completion
of a similar volume on Trollope.
Oliver MacDonagh was an
intensely private man, and could
appear distant, even aloof but to
close colleagues, to the many

Potato Market, photographed in 1959 by the late Donal Godfrey

research students he nurtured
and encouraged and to his many
friends he showed a warmth,
kindliness and often uproarious
humour, that will always stay
with them.
Paradoxically, he was an electrifying public speaker, with a
wonderful resonant bass-baritone voice, and was a regular
broadcaster on national radio in
Australia.
He was a man of intense religious faith, in the intellectual
tradition of his other great literary exemplar, John Henry
Newman, and he was pleased,
after his retirement from
Canberra in 1989 (the year in
which he was awarded an honorary D.Litt by the National
University of Ireland), to be
pressed into service as foundation professor of the new
Catholic University in Sydney.
The other rock on which his life
was built was his family, and he
was immensely proud of his
children, Clodagh, Oliver, Mary,
Erner, Frank, John and Melissa,
who survive him, as does his
wife Carmel and his sister Pat
and brother Donogh.
Oliver MacDonagh: born 1924;
died, May 2002
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The Irish Archectural Archive
The realisation of the possible international significance of the early 19th century metal estate bridge at Oak Park, Carlow provided the
stimulus for a study of its origins, present condition and heritage status.

THE

METAL

BRIDGE
AT

OAK PARK,
CARLOW
Ron Cox, Research Fellow, Centre for Civil
Engineering Heritage, Trinity College, Dublin

Introduction
Large country estates often include a natural water feature, such as a
river flowing through the lands, or a shallow natural or artificial lake.
In order to maintain communication between the portions of an estate
located to either side of the water feature, one or more bridges were
provided. Some were simply functional, whilst others of architectural merit enhanced the landscape of the estate. There is a surprising
variety of bridge types on country estates. Birr Castle and Kinnity

Castle demesnes in County Offaly exhibit suspension bridges dating
to around 18261, and Carton House in County Kildare, has a fine
masonry arch bridge attributed to Thomas Ivory (1760s). An early
form of cable-stayed bridge may be found in the grounds of Markree
Castle near Sligo and an unusual iron arch bridge was erected in 1818
by Sir Matthew Barrington near Abingdon in County Limerick to
gain access to the remoter parts of his estates.

Oak Park, Carlow
Oak Park House (formerly Painstown) and its accompanying
desmesne, lying about two miles to the north of Carlow town, were
purchased by the Bruen family in 1775. Henry Bruen I came to
Carlow following a career in the United States of America, where he
had reputedly made his fortune whilst employed in the Quarter
Master-General's Office in the U.S.Army. One story has it that he
supplied coffins with false bottoms that facilitated re-cycling! 2
By 1841, the family estates in counties Carlow and Kildare totalled
over 25,000 acres. The present house at Oak Park is the result of four
periods of enlargement and remodelling carried out between I 797
and 1902. In 1832, the architect William Morrison remodelled the
house and a major extension was completed in 1876. However, a disasterous fire in 1902 gutted the house, apart from the north wing, and
the house was rebuilt shortly afterwards under the direction of
William Mitchell.

Oak Park House
Following the death of Capt Henry Bruen in 1954, the estate, which
extended to 1,500 acres, was sold in 1957 to Brownes Hill Estates, but
later sold on to the Land Commission. Some 750 acres were leased to
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Oak Park House
small-holders and the remaining 850 acres, together with the house
was made available in 1960 to Teagasc (The Agriculture and Food
Development Authority) to provide a centre for crop research. 3

Estate Improvements
In or about 1817, Henry Bruen II created a 'New Garden' south east
of the main house. To provide adequate supplies of water for the garden, a channel was dug from the natural shallow lake and a pump
installed. In order to cross this channel and maintain access to the
portions of the estate lying to the east, a bridge had to be provided.
The bridge at Oak Park is marked 'Metal Bridge' on the I st Edition
Ordnance Survey of 1840.4 In 1815, the architect, George Papworth,
exhibited at the Hibernian Society of Artists in Dublin a 'design for
a cast-iron bridge, intended to be erected in Oak Park, the seat of
Henry Brien (sic) Esq., M.P., Carlow'.5 Sadly, the exhibited drawing
has not survived.
The design of the Carlow bridge may have been influenced by the
decision of Dublin Corporation to erect a cast-iron arch bridge over

Bridge Location

the River Liffey. The castings of the Wellington Bridge ( commonly
called the 'Ha'penny'), opened in 1816, and now officially known as
the Liffey Bridge, were supplied by the Coalbrookdale Company of
Shropshire in England.6 There is strong evidence to suggest that
Coalbrookdale was also the source of the castings for the bridge at
Oak Park.

The Coalbrookdale Company
The Colbrookdale company had its beginnings in 1708 when Abraham
Darby I established a cast-iron pot making business in The Dale along
the banks of the River Severn in Shropshire. The Darby family dominated the iron smelting and casting industry in the early years of the
industrial revolution. The world's first iron bridge, opened in 1780, still
spans the river at the heart of Coalbrookdale, known as the cradle of
the industrial revolution. Company records after 1808 are sparse and
knowledge of the bridges cast at Coalbrookdale depends largely on
supporting evidence from elsewhere.
The relative prosperity of the iron industry declined dramatically following Battle of Waterloo in 1815 and the ending of the Napoleonic
Wars. There followed a period of extreme industrial depression that
lasted until 1822. In 1818, the Coalbrookdale Company closed down
the last of its blast furnaces and, from that time on, traded solely as a
foundry, importing pig iron for smelting and casting of its products.
Against this rather depressing industrial background, the foundry did
manage to complete a number of bridge contracts, notably the castings
for the Wellington Bridge at Dublin ( 1816) and a bridge over the River
Irwell at Salford near Manchester, another at Coalport (1818), a short
distance downstream of Coalbrookdale, and the castings for the Oak
Park Bridge.7 In a notebook kept by a Russian member of a visiting
party to the Coalbrookdale works in 1816, it is recorded that the works
foreman, John Windsor, pointed out to the visitors the castings for the
Wellington Bridge and those for 'a bridge at Carlow•.8
The accounts of the Oak Park estate for the period 1817-1818 reveal
that masons, carpenters, and labourers were being employed on the
'New Bridge', the 'Iron Bridge' and even the 'Mittie (sic) Bridge', the
last, I am assured, being how 'Metal' would have been pronounced in
the Carlow area, and, I assume, what the clerk heard is what he
wrote! 9
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Francis and Richard Darby were the two members of the Darby family running the Coalbrookdale company at the time of casting the ribs
of the Oak Park Bridge, although Richard, a noted Whig, spent a
good deal of his time campaigning for an end to the slave trade. 1O
The Oak Park estate accounts record a payment (cheque) drawn in
February 1819 on Coutts Bank of London for the sum of £490 in
favour of 'Rd. Darby' . 11 It seems likely that this was the payment for
the supply, transportation and erection of the bridge castings, in
today's money equivalent to around €100,000. The castings would
have been taken from Coalbrookdale by barge or lighter down the
River Severn to the port of Bristol from where they would have been
transported on a sailing ship bound for Dublin. It is not evident from
surviving sources as to how the castings (upwards of 20 ft in overall
length and 6ft wide) would have continued their journey to Carlow.
They may have been transported on a barge along the Grand Canal
from the docks at Ringsend to Carlow by the Barrow Line of the
canal (completed to Athy 1791) and thence along the Barrow
Navigation, but it is more likely that they were conveyed by road
from Dublin to Carlow by horse and cart.

The Metal Bridge

A dimensional survey of the bridge was carried out in June 2002 by
the author, ably assisted by Michael Conry of Teagasc. The bridge
consists of five parallel cast-iron arch ribs of 40 ft span and 6 ft rise
and spaced 3ft 9 in. apart. Each rib is formed of two cast sections
bolted together at the crown. The arch spandrels are enjoined rings
decreasing in diameter from the abutment to the crown. Each half-rib
is cast in one piece, the bottom segmental arch and the top horizontal girder sections being pierced with small holes of constant diameter in order to reduce the dead weight. The inner ribs are of similar
but somewhat simpler design to the outer ribs. The 15 ft wide deck is
formed of iron plates spanning transversely across the tops of the
ribs, which are braced transversely at intervals. The iron railings
forming the parapets are composed of vertical bars fixed between top
and bottom rails, the bottom rail being supported on ball feet. There
is a wrought-iron snake motif at regular intervals along the parapet
railings, which David Foster, in a report prepared for the Irish
Architectural Archive, describes as 'entwined aesclepian snakes'. 12
The railings are continued to the end of the curving abutments. The
west end of the bridge may be closed off by iron gates, but these are
not original. Recesses in the stone abutments indicate where the original gates were hung. There is some evidence of corrosion in the
parapet, with some minor damage to two of the vertical bars.

Railings with snake motif

date being George Papworth who, as we have seen, exhibited a
design for the bridge in 1815. He was later the architect for Kings
(now Sean Heuston) Bridge, erected in Dublin in I 828.
The bridge abutments are constructed from Leinster granite with a
limestone core. The granite was quarried in the townland ofLeagh to
the west of the Carlow to Bunclody road (N80), about six miles from
Oak Park. 'Bruen's' quarry (now totally overgrown) is situated not far
from Kilballyhue (Kyleballyhue) House at OS Grid Ref. S 768
705.13 Estate records show that quarrying of the stone for the bridge

The 'Metal' Bridge
Bridge Abutments

The quality of the ashlar masonry in the substantial abutments of the
bridge indicates the influence of an architect, the most likely candi-

Ordnance Survey of Ireland 6" to the mile/Carlow Sheet 12, 1840
Showing "Bruen's" Quary near Kilballyhue.
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commenced towards the end of 1816, the stone being hewn and
roughly dressed at the quarry, before being carted to the site of the
bridge at Oak Park. 14
Here, the masons would have converted the rough stone into ashlar
masonry before using it to construct the abutments. The limestone for
the core of the abutments was most probably obtained locally. Estate
records indicate that temporary dams (probably in timber) were
erected at the site of the abutments in order that the work of laying
the foundations of the bridge abutments could proceed in the dry. In
December 1817 and January 1818, there were payments to land surveyors, presumably to bring the estate maps up to date following the
various improvements to the estate. 15
Masonry work continued on the bridge throughout 1819, although
the ribs of the metal bridge were probably in place earlier than this.
During the 1836 improvements, there is a record of stone being cut
for 'the metal bridge•.16 This may have been associated with some
minor modifications to the bridge abutments necessitated by work on
deepening the lake.
Conclusion

The 'Metal Bridge' at Oak Park is considered to be of international
importance. The bridge is listed as a protected structure under the
County Carlow Development Plan and is presently subject to a 30
cwt load restriction and a 20 mph speed restriction. Any plans to provide access for heavy transport to the eastern parts of the estate
would naturally pose a threat to the bridge. It is to be hoped that,
should this eventuality arise, consideration would be given to providing an alternative crossing and that funding will be made available to allow for a thorough restoration of the structure in a similar
manner to the work carried out recently on the Ha'Penny Bridge in
Dublin.
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OBITUARIES
Annie Parker-Byrne
n the month of December three long serving and outstanding members of the Society went to their Eternal Reward, namely, Bridle
Corcoran, Austin O'Neill and Carmel McDonnell.

I

One of the Society's oldest and
loyal members was Bridie
Corcoran who was never known to
miss a lecture or outing over the
years. She was always a great supporter and a friendlier and more
generous person you could not
meet. She continued her support of
the Society despite her inability to
attend functions in her later years
but she made sure to participate in
the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of
the Old Carlow Society in
Rathcrogue House in 1996.
Bridie is survived by her daughter,
Anna and son, Tommy to whom
the members of the Society extend
Bridie Corcoran
their deepest sympathy. No doubt
Bridie will be renewing her friendships with other departed members of the 0. C. S. as they each enjoy
their Eternal Reward.

The sudden and unexpected death of Austin O'Neill at his home left
the Society without one of its hardest working and dedicated members. Austin, who died at his
home,
Slyguff
Lodge,
Bagenalstown was well known
and respected and was one of the
Society's
most
valuable
Committee members. He was not
a believer in sitting on a
Committee but had to be actively
involved in furthering the aims
and objectives of the Committee.
A member of the Old Carlow
Society Museum Committee he
upended many a stone to ensure
that the Museum would be properly housed in new and suitable
premises for the display of the
Museum's property and artifacts.
As a member of the Carlow
Leader Board and the County
Carlow Community Forum he
had no great objection to taking
the odd short cut or pulling a few
strings to encourage the improveAustin O'Neill
ment of Carlow and its Heritage. A
well known and prolific artist, his
paintings showed his love of nature, Carlow and Graiguecullen,
where he grew up. His involvement with so many organisations
would fill a book.
He was truly one of Carlow's genuine volunteers and among his other

activities worked tirelessly for the Society over many years. I was
privileged to be a member of the Outings Sub-Committee during
Heritage Week 2000 and the time and effort that Austin spent in
organising the Tour of County Carlow, ending in the Weavers
Cottages in Clonegal, ensured that all who participated in the Tour
would remember it for the rest of their lives.
Never known to refuse anyone, he could always be relied on to help
out where possible and will always be remembered for his ready wit
and helpfulness. Austin will never be forgotten by those who knew
him or worked along side him. The Society was privileged to provide
a Guard of Honour for his removal to St. Clare's Church on the very
night that the Society's Annual Magazine, Carloviana 2001, was
launched in St. Patrick's College.
The President of the Society, Dr. Michael Corny, paid special tribute
to Austin at the launch. The Society will remember Austin with gratitude and affection.
To his wife, Susan, the Editors of Carloviana, Officers and Members
of the Society and all those who benefited from his activities in the
Society, is extended deepest sympathy for the sudden and tragic loss.

Another long time member of the Society, Carmel McDonnell, also
passed away in the year just gone. Born, Carmel Duggan of Dublin
Street, Carlow she married Ray McDonnell of Tullow Street and
resided at Barnagree, Tullow Road.
An active Fine Gael party member she
had the distinction of being the first
female Chairperson of the Carlow
Urban District Council following in the
footsteps of her late father, Edward who
had also been Chairman of that body.
From him she developed a love of local
politics and she also sat on the Carlow
County Council.
A kind hearted lady who was always
ready to help where possible, she was a
member of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society and many people have cause to
Carmel McDonnell
be grateful to her. Carmel loved Carlow
and its people. A valuable member of
the Old Carlow Society she will be sadly missed.
For her the annual payment of her subscription was a must and she
also made sure that her close friends did likewise. She forgot nobody
or anything. She was very proud of her roots.
She was an outstanding citizen of great principles and a firm believer in the truth no matter how unpalatable.
May the Lord reward her for her many kindnesses to those she left
behind and grant comfort to these who mourn the loss of a kind and
gentle lady.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF
MEDIEVAL MONASTERIES
IN

Co.

CARLOW
I.Feeley & J Sheehan

(Parishes of Muine Bheag and Leighlin)
ccording to the Discovery Maps 61 and 68 (published by the
Ordnance Survey Ireland) Carlow has approximately 30 sites
scattered throughout the county both great and small, which pre date
the Reformation. Remains vary from; nothing now visible, to a modem church on the original site. Of the above total of30 about 14 sites
have some historical record. Early monastic sites will have some or
all of the following features still extant;
i). a holy well. ii) church ruin. iii) round tower. iv) graveyard. v)
monastic cross.

A

worked by handtools such as the knife, broad axe or adze. (Similar
buildings still remain the dominant type in the world today.) The life
of this type of building could hardly exceed 200 years. We found that
180 years to be a typical figure. Churches of the Celtic period were
always rectangular with the vestry immediately inside the main
entrance, a partition separating it from the main church at the west
(entrance) end .

Round and oval
The authors surveyed ten medieval monastic sites between July 2001
and August 2002. Objective was to determine the location, purpose
and general dimensions of any buildings found. For practical reasons
the survey was confined to the parishes of Muine Bheag
(Bagenalstown) and Leighlin. Our approach has been to survey each
site knowing initially as little as possible of its history. By using a
combination of direct observation and divining/dowsing skills
extended over several site visits, a mental picture was formed of former buildings and other site features. Historical sources were then
consulted, notably Rev. Comerford's. Collections, Dioceses of
Kildare & Leigh/in (Vol 3 1885)

Round and Oval monastic buildings of the early Christian period

Both the historical and field survey results agree that the golden age
of monastic activity locally occurred in the 1st millennium. During
the 2nd millennium the original Celtic monasteries were phased out
or became parish churches. Rev Comerford's book is a valuable
source of information on the I st millennium period, although less so
for the 2nd millennium.
Many early stone buildings survive both locally and nationally (from
the 12th cent in particular). Consequently a good deal is known of the
techniques and technology employed at that time and for later periods. However the construction techniques used for the earlier timber
framed/clay & wattle buildings is less well known, as no visible
traces remain.

1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Nearest Town
Leighlinbridge
Carlow
Muine Bheag
Muine Bheag
Muine Bheag
Muine Bheag
Muine Bheag
Muine Bheag
MuineBheag
Muine Bheag

Location
Old Leighlin
Kilogan
Numey
Augha
Ratheadon
Dunleckney
Lorum
Killoughtemane
Don ore
Kildrenagh

Present Status
Early monastic site. Cross & holy well. Cathedral of Leighlin
Early monastic site. Only a cross remains.
Early monastic site. Crosses are only remains. Now a Parish church.
Parish church in ruins
Early monastic site. Some ruins.
Parish church. Graveyard.
Early monastic site. Cross bases. Holy well. Now a parish church
Oratory ruins. Holy well.
In ruins
In ruins. Only a cross remains.

Timber Framed Buildings
Buildings of the first millennium were mainly round or rectangular
in plan, timber framed, with walls of clay and wattle and a thatched
roof. Builders used raw materials available locally, capable of being

~--------~

-

-

-

-

-

were similar to secular buildings of the time. The rafters cut from
long slender branches extended from the ground to meet at the apex,
rather like a wigwam. A circular wall of clay and wattle 4' to 5'
(152cms) high enclosed the living space.
The building was then covered with a thick thatch of reeds which
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projected beyond the wall. One door on the sheltered side was typical. Windows were not required as a space to admit light was provided between top of wicker wall and underside of thatch. Buildings
of this type canbe seen at Cregganown, Co Clare and Ferrycarrig, Co
Wexford. Wall posts of native hardwood e.g beech or oak were
placed in previously dug holes, while the wood was still green.
A variation on this design is the oval or elongated circular building
also found at several locations locally.

Extended rafter design

repelled fungus growth and repelled moisture uptake. Internally the
whitened surfaces reflected available light effectively. This smooth
internal wall was an ideal surface for murals.
Many of the timber frame churches included in this survey had a wall
height of 14' (4.3 m) and height to apex of28' (8.6 m). Other monastic
buildings were generally lower with a wall height of between 8' (2.46
m) and 14' (4.3 m). Longest building was 50' (15.4 m) and widest at
24' (7.4 m) span. Many of the support buildings found with wall
height in excess of 8' were found to be partly lofted ..

Roof

Rectangular Buildings:
Churches were square in plan from the beginning for liturgical reasons. Other monastic buildings were to adopt this shape in later centuries. Rectangular buildings imitated the extended rafters (wigwam
design) of the round building for several centuries. For later versions
the builders had found a means to secure the rafters firmly to the
wall posts so as to absorb the side thrust created by the weight of the
roof. Presumably some combination of joint shaping, tying and dowelling was used.
Wall construction
Wattle ( willow, hazel or ash) was interlaced between thin vertical
members. To this surface several coats of daub (red clay) was applied
on both sides simultaneously, to a final overall thickness of about 4" 5" (IO cm). The wall was finished by applying several coats of lime,
mixed with a plasticiser (typically fresh cow dung).
The lime wash in addition to having a pleasant bright finish also

Since no wooden roofs survive for the exact details have to be conjectural. As sawn timber planks or laths are a product of mechanised
sawing, it is likely that truss members and purlins were cut from long
straight branches. Roofs were thatched with pond reeds or oaten
straw depending on local availability. Water reeds have a life of
about 80 years compared with 20 years for wheaten or oaten straw3.

Doors and windows
Native hardwoods (oak, elm but mainly beech) then in plentiful supply used for window and door frames. Weather protection was provided by shutters on the outside and woven screens on the inside. All
windows were unglazed. Every church had a large window at its east
gable end, to light the sanctuary area. This window could be quite
large; eg Ratheadan 5' h x 4' w ( 1.5 m x 1.23 ). Other monastic buildings had narrower windows, 2' to 3' (0.6 - 0.9 m) wide being typical.
The East window consisted of a single window split by two or sometimes three vertical dividers to give the effect of three/four windows.
However in one case the three windows were set well apart (eg 7th
cent church at Old Leigh/in)
Where metal fittings were used ie handles, hinges etc bronze was the
only metal found.
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Flooring;

Windows

Prior to construction the sod was removed and the site covered with
gravel overlaid with sand to a depth of several inches. Stone flags
were then used for flooring. This curtailed further growth of weeds
and grass within the structure.

Windows were high & narrow rounded at top in the Romanesque
style initially without glazing & with a chiselled stonework frame.
Excellent examples of I 0th cent churches survive at Augha and
Killoughternane Oratory. The introduction of glazing in later centuries allowed the use of larger windows. Stained glass was found in
I Ith and 12th churches for the main east window at Lorum,
Ratheadan and Killoughternane.

History records that many local monasteries were burned and/or pillaged by Vikings (Na Lochlannaigh) and native Irish during the 9th
and 10th centuries. The Barrow river afforded the Viking marauders
easy passage from their base in Waterford.

Roof
Early stone churches were roofed with thatch I shingles or stone. The
span of stone roofed churches was limited typically 18' (5.54 m)]
and was in fact often narrower than the timber churches they
replaced. A high pitch of 60° was necessary to counteract the high
forces involved
For unknown reasons the stone roof design was
soon replaced with thatch with wider spans supported by timber
trusses resting on the walls.
Chimneys
Large round buildings of the I st millennium allowed smoke to exit
through a hole at the apex from the cooking fire. The 11th c scriptorium at Donore (a stone walled building) used a charcoal burner for
heating. The earliest occurance of chimneys was in the 14th c at
Ratheadan and at Old Leigh/in.
Section through early church showing Clay & wattle wall
(shown unplastered) and thatched roof. Windows had external
shutters which could be closed in stormy weather. Inside each
window was a perforated screen or curtain admitting up to 70%
of available light.

Early Stone Buildings
While dry wall construction has been known since Neolithic times,
stone did not begin to universally replace timber framed structures
in Ireland until the 10th cent. Some of the earlier churches used a dry
stone wall to support the roof structure (eg Nurney 10th c ). However
bedded masonry was more usual. Internal walls were lime washed
the better to reflect the available light.
Our famous Hiberno Romanesque style of architecture was introduced with stone buildings late 11th and 12th cent as the Celtic
church gave way to continental influence. Another major change
occurred with the transfer of the vestry from immediately inside the
main west door, to a position adjacent to the sanctuary. This change
in layout occurred following a) the change from monastic to bishopric structure and b) the take over of Celtic monasteries by continental orders (Cistercian, Benedictine etc)

Walls
Typically of30-32" (76 cm-80 cm) thickness, constructed of random
field rubble and lime mortar (Roman mortar) using horse hair and/or
similar material as a binder. Cattle blood and/or fresh cow dung was
used as the plasticising agent. Since stone working chisels were
much inferior to those of today, chiselled stonework was limited to
windows & door surrounds and later to quoins. Early stone churches of the I 0th /11th century are recognisable by having both side
walls extend slightly beyond the gables to form antae (purpose
unknown).

Layout
The earlier Celtic era churches had a simple rectangular layout with
church and vestry separated by an internal partition wall. By the 12th
cent a transept had been added to accommodate the vestry. Churches
so modified include Ratheadan, Killoughternane, and Lorum
The last pre-Reformation church in the area surveyed was at
Dunleckney, a parish church dating from the 15th cent (the ruin of
which still survives ). Design is unusual in that the vestry is at the
East end, with a half high wall dividing it from the main body of the
church.

Crosses.
County Carlow unlike neighbouring Kildare & Kilkenny have no
surviving high crosses. In the area covered by this survey, no evidence that this type of structure ever existed was found. However
earlier smaller and simpler Celtic crosses can still be seen at
Killeogan (shaft broken), Nurney, Old Leighlin and St Mullins all of
which were cut from field boulders obtained locally, usually granite.
Typically the cross stands on a low base with cross mounted on top,
giving an overall height of approx' 6' (1.85 m).
The stone working tools available to the I st millennium stonemason
limited the design to simple shapes and were often without carving
or inscription. All of the examples seen have blind holes where the
circle intersects with the cross arms. The cross increases in width
from top to bottom when seen from the side. Likewise the shaft
tapers out sharply downwards from cross arms to base. It can be
assumed that all monastic sites once had at least one stone cross. At
Lorum and Augha only the cross bases survive.
By the 14th century the Celtic type cross was replaced by a Latin type
cross with an inscription across the cross arms. The inscription took
the form of an exhortation, eg Gaudiamus Deo /Let us rejoice in God
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(at Killoughtemane), or Ite in Nomine Christii!Go in the Name of
Christ (at Lorum). Both Lorum and Ratheadan each had two stone
crosses of this type, unfortunately they are no longer visible.

LEIGHLINBRIDGE RACES,
over the

OLD BALLYNOLAN COURSE
Round Towers
Round towers in Co Carlow appear to be dated to about the 9/10th
cent. However apart from the stub of a round tower at St Mullins the
remainder are lost. According to the historical record there was once
a tower at Lorum ( 76' high ). A possible location for this tower is
to NE of ruined church in the old graveyard.
Although there is no historical mention of a tower at
Killoughternane, the trace of a I 0th cent tower was found to NW of
Oratory bordering the present public road. This tower (96' high) was
severely damaged by lightning in 13th cent and presumably demolished subsequently.
Another tower is recorded at Killeshin, Co Laois. This tower is reputed to have stood at I 05' high and was demolished by the local
landowner in 1703 who claimed it was likely to fall on his cattle.

to be held

On TUESDAY, the 28th OCTOBER, 1902
COMMITTEE
James Coleman, Dr. M.L.Fisher, John Kelly,
Thomas Byrne, D.C; James Doyle,

James Foley,

D.C; Edward Wynne, John Doran, Edward Whelan,
Michael Jeffares, John Lennon, D.C; John Brennan,

J. McKenna, Abraham McDonald, D.C;

Patrick

Arthur Jeffares. James Farrell, Pierce Brophy,
Patrick Lyons, D.C; John Dwyer, Matthew Carey,
Philip

Nolan,

William

John

Connolly,

Doyle,

John

Thomas

McDonald,

Honohan,

James

Behan.
Baptismal Fonts
The earliest baptismal fonts found locally are still visible at
Killoughtemane (within the Oratory walls) and at Old Leighlin
(inside main gate along cemetery wall). Dated to the 5th cent. Both
examples were hewn from round field boulders and are quite plain.
By the 2nd millennium fonts displayed considerably more craftsmanship and were constructed of two or more separate sections. At
Old Leighlin Cathedral a font of octagonal plan is dated to the II
cent (beneath tower). The 12th century Romanesque church at
Ratheadan also had a font (virtual) of a similar design. Baptismal
fonts were sited next the sanctuary up to about the 12th century. They
were later relocated to immediately inside the main door. This liturgical change seems to have occurred at the same time as the vestry
was moved from entrance (west gable) to a trancept next to the sanctuary. Vatican II interestingly enough decided to revert to the !st millennium layout and this may be seen in RC churches built in recent
decades.
Burials

EDWARD MEANEY, Chairman.
WILLIAM DAGG,

Michael Hoey,

H on.

secs.

Charles Brennan,
1st Race - BAGENALSTOWN PLATE OF £8; second
Horse to receive
weight

for

l 5s.;

age,

flat race,

with

1fi

miles,

penalties

and

allowances; confined to Carlow, Kilkenny,
and Queen's County. Entrance Fee, 5s.
2nd Race - LEIGHLINBRIDGE PLATE of £15; second
Horse to receive £1 10s.; open Handicap
Hurdle Race, 2fi miles. Entrance Fee, 10s.
3rd Race -OLD LEIGHLIN PLATE of 7 SOYS. Second

No burials were found beneath the floors of churches in the Celtic
period. It is known that this practice was discouraged by the church.
The burial of bishops, abbots and princes close to the altar seems to
have been introduced after the Norman period (eg at Lorum &
Donore).
Burials of local families in abandoned churches and within the monastic enclosure was practiced for many centuries eg Lorum, Augha,
Dunleckney. Kildreenagh, Donore and at Killeogan. In addition a place
outside the walls (Cillin) was reserved for the burial of unbaptised
infants, vagrants and suicides. The latter practice survived locally as
recently as the 2nd half of the 20th century for unbaptised children.

Treasurer.

Horse to receive 10s. Flat Race;

1fl

miles,

weight for age, with penalties and allowances;
confined to County Carlow.
Entrance Fee, 5s.
4th Race - CARLOW TOWN PLATE of 10 SOYS. Second
Horse to receive £ 1. Open Handicap flat
Race;

1fl miles.

Entrance Fee, 7s 6d.

5th Race - Consolation Plate of 3 sovs. Flat Race; 1

References;

mile. Entrance on Course, 2s 6d.

I. Internet Site;-- florilegium.org/files/DWELL!NGS/
2 · Internet Site;--wonde,ful_orgfiles'vimber_Jileslpage2.html

All entries close with P.T FLANAGAN, Sec., Judge,

3. Return of Thatcher's Britain-Sunday Times, supplement Jan 6/2002

and Handicapper of the

4. Early Irish Monasteries. - Conleth Manning. Country House. ISBN 0-946172-48-x
5. Archeology Ireland; Winter 2000
6. Sun &Cross- Jacob Streit
7.

High Island - Jenny White Marshall & Grellan. D. Rourke. Country House ISBN
186059-121-3

Street,

Dublin,

or

LR.A.,
with

8 Upper O'Connell
the

Hon.

Leighlinbridge, on Monday October, 1902

LEIGHLINBRIDGE BAND
WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE

Sec.,
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CARLOVIANS

WHO DIED IN
WORLD WAR

1
John Kenna

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Major
Private
Captain
Captain
Private
Private
Lt/Corp
Driver
Gunner
Private
Private

Michael Brophy
Michael Doran
Hugh Fenlon
Thomas Flynn DCM MM
John Fox
William Charles Hall
James Kelly
John Rubert Lecky
Robert Maxwell, Lecky-Pike
Edmund W. Nolan
Patrick Nolan
Thomas O'Keeffe
Michael Pender
Patrick Reddy
Thomas Whelan
William Whelan

Private
Gunner
Private
Private
Private
Gunner
Private
Private
L/Corp
L/Corp
Private
Private
Gunner
Private
Corp!
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Captain
Private
Private
Captain
LIT
Civilian
Civilian
Private
Private
L/Corp
Private
Private

Henry Bolton
Michael Brophy
Brien Stewart Brown
Thomas Byrne
Edward Byrne
Robert William Clarke
Hugh Coogan
Brothers
James Coogan
John Cullen
Thomas Culleton
Michael Davis
Cecil Denis
Thomas Dillon
Christopher Dowling
Edward Doyle
James Doyle
Joseph Doyle
Matthew Doyle
Patrick Doyle
Thomas Doyle
King Elmes
Patrick Fenlon
Charles George Fryer
A.W. David Gaussen
Nathanial James F. Hobson
Elizabeth Hobson
Richard Hobson (child)
William Hore
Edward Hughes
James Hughes
John Hughes
James Jacob

Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Labour Corp
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Rifles
Royal Munster Fusiliers
City of London Regiment
Royal Flying Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Engineers
Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

19-09-1914
10-01-1916
28-10-1918
12-10-1916
08-03-1916
17-12-1917
23-12-1916
28-09-1915
09-08-1915
02-03-1917
21-08-1915
05-07-1915
12-02-1916
27-07-1916
16-05-1915
27-08-1914

Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
East Lancashire Regiment
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Irish Regiment
Army Cyclist Corp
Royal Garrison Artillery
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
I
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
2
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
8
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
2
Royal Irish Regiment
2
Royal Irish Regiment
2
Royal Army Medical Corp
ATTL/R L/R
Royal Irish Regiment
4894
7
Australian Infantry Force
5086
Highland Light Infantry
2
Kings Liverpool Regiment
5
Drowned when the RMS Leinster was sunk
Drowned when the RMS Leinster was sunk
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
8938
2
Royal Irish Regiment
10287
I
Royal Irish Regiment
9453
2
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
16239
8
Royal Irish Regiment
10394
I

13-11-1918
27-09-1916
05-04-1918
13-03-1916
01-07-1916
06-04-1918
06-07-1916
23-04-1917
03-05-1915
30-12-1917
10-03-1915
21-04-1918
01-05-1918
05-05-1918
28-09-1918
30-11-1917
09-09-1916
24-05-1915
12-08-1917
31-08-1914
28-09-1918
21-03-1918
04-05-1917
17-05-1915
10-10-1918
10-10-1918
I 0-10-1918
04-11-1920
11-04-1915
29-08-1916
28-10-1916
13-02-1915

8113
16077
620505
G/113
8643
6927
ATTN/R
16858
10504
11022
90757
46499
13226
10149

12326
46212
B/20101487
23174
8364
L/27536
20073
16971
4078
8675
3350
2716
140251
9859
19877
4891
11846
5308
6959
10882

Depot
9
F/RDF
2
2
10
2
7
7
1
1
129/FC
2
2

2
RHA
1/28
9
I
RHA
8
1
1
1
I

39
22
29

30
29
20
21
33
39
24

18
21
25
29

24
21

25
27
39

32
21

26

CARLCJVIANA

Rifleman William Jones
Private John Joyce
Brothers
Private Michael Joyce
Private Edward Kearney
Private Thomas Kennedy
Sydney George Kidd
Boy
Private Joseph Leekes
Sapper Francis Mangan
Private Pierce McCormack
Private Michael McCormack
Rifleman Charles McLoughlin
Private William Moore
Private Edward Murphy
Private James Murphy
Private James Murphy
Private James Murphy
A/Serg Richard Victor Murphy
Private Edward Nolan
Private James Nolan
Private Patrick Nolan
Andrew O'Brien
RFN
Private Danial O'Brien
Rifleman William O'Brien
Robert O'Connell
Serg.
Charles George Pack-Beresford
Major
Private Patrick Phelan
Rifleman Joseph Power
Shoe/
Michael Reilly
Smith
Private Peter Joseph Ryan
Private Peter Salter
L/Corp Frederick Scanlon
Private James Stapelton
Private Alastair Duncan Stewart
Private Patrick Tuite
Private William Walsh
Private Patrick Joseph Wilson
Private William Edward Wilson

5879
3928

RASC2
8

Prince Consort Rifle Brigad
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Navy
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Engineers
Irish Guards
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Kings Royal Rifle Corp
Royal Irish Regiment
Cheshire Reg.
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal DublinFusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Irish Guards
S/African Mounted Rifles
Labour Corp
City of London PIO Rifles
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
West Kent Regiment
Leinster Regiment
City of London PIO Rifles

1849
3775
3882
41482
8921
29762
19747

Household Cavalry CL
Australian Infantry Force
Irish Guards
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Manchester Regiment
Royal Irish Regiment

29-06-1916
01-10-1918
01-11-1914
21-11-1917
01-07 1916
04-10-1917
15-07-1917
24-05-1915
30-07-1916
30-11-1917

34
32
23
28

28875
25894

SIH
57
1
NIH9
1
1
1
1
17
SIH7

24
21
24
22
22
33
23

B/201399
6176
9296
6790
19914
J/28053
10185
22503
7533
17002
R/1045
10534
32589
6177
6699
8156
14200
12311
11110
8541
1988
364525
371350
9908

2
2
2
1
"VICNOR"
1
56F/C
2
2
2
1
F/1/9 13
2
2
2
2
2
2
5
8
1

28/03/1918
02-04-1915
13-09-1916
10-09-1917
04-01-1916
13-01-1915
10-05-1915
16-06-1915
08-03-1915
05-07-1916
10-08-1916
21-11-1916
26-10-1916
01-11-1914
24-05-1915
19-10-1914
29-03-1918
18-10-1918
21-03-1918
02-07-1916
05-04-1915
28-04-1918
30-10-1917
25-04-1915
10-09-1914
27-03-1918
21-05-1916

Private
Private
Gunner
Private
Private
Gunner
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Corp.
P(A/L/
COR)
Gunner
Private
Private

David Gibson Alexander
Michael Asple
William Barron
Patrick Bolger
James Brophy
William Robert Cantlon
Thomas Culleton
John Doyle
Myles Flood
Patrick Flood
George Griffith
Danial Murphy
John Murphy

1509A
40321
38573
11479
19737
157977
3491
2563
17402
23746
4457
9957
43037

13
8
38S/B
2
1
231 S/B
2
6
9
2
1
1
2

Australian Infantry Force
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Garrison Artillery
Leinster Regiment
Royal Irish regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

15-08-1915
15-03-1917
17-07-1917
24-05-1915
30-07-1915
23-12-1917
15-03-1916
03-09-1916
09-09-1916
15-10-1916
01-11-1914
05-11-1915
23-10-1916

Patrick Murphy
Thomas Murphy
Edward William Noblett
John Sullivan

6584
39710
51255
14523

6

Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Garrison Artillery
Cheshire Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

13-08-1917
14-07-1918
14-04-1918
03-06-1918

Sapper
Private
Private

John Barnes
Matthew Canavan
William John Clarke

267167
7667
11803

264 RIC
2
2

Royal Engineers
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

16-08-1917
19-10-1914
25-05-1915

17
24
23
30
23
42
50
32
33
22
31
19
45
22

38

18

30
19
23
19

30
27
22

42
23

CARLDVIANA

3590

2
2
2
434797 31
5402
1
3647
1
3107077 58

Notley Coburn
Serg.
Captain Richard Alexander Frizel
Robert James Kemston
Lt
L/Corp Albert McCombe
Private Myles J. Murphy
Private Thomas Norris
Private James Redmond

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
L/Corp
Private
Sergt.
Private
Private
Private
Lt.
Lt.
Private
Lt/Corp
AIL/Co
Private
Private
Sergt.
Private
Trooper
Riflema
Captain
Private
L/Corp
Private
Gunner
Lt.
L/Corp
Private
Private
Private
Private
Lt.
Private
Private
Sergt.
Private
Private
Private
Corp!.
Lt.Corp
Private

William Atkinson
James Brennan
Danial Brophy
Patrick Carroll
Thomas Clarke
Thomas Clarke
William Conoran
William Costigan
John Daly
John Delaney
Thomas Delaney
William Delaney
Thomas Dermody
James Donohue
Philip Doyle MM
Patrick Farrell
James Fitzgerald
Thomas Flynn
Michael Alphonsus Foley
Arthur Walter Forbes DSO
Peter Fraser
Edward Galway
William Grimes
William John Grimes
Robert Hawe
Michael Hawe
Patrick Hogan
William Hogan
Michael Hogan MM
Richard Thorpe Jeffars
P J.Kane
Thomas Kavanagh
Nicholas Kehoe
Thomas Kelly
Averall Digges La Touche
James Lacy
Laurance Lawler
James Lynch
Michael McAssey
James McDonnell
Ronald Mcclintock
John McNally
James Meaney
Edward Meaney
Christopher Moore
Michael Moran
Edward Murphy
Michael Nevin
Standish De Courcey O'Grady
Jimmy O'Rourke

2552
36397
130656
5593
5579
492901
43637
9700
23010

7144666
5313
4997
4998
9431
5437

800
8073
4149
9356
8961
4730
6054
2608
10299
ATTD2ND
440533
5024
7585
79335
ATTD2ND
11264
3412
2780
31207
13099
19512
9267
2646
5617
1934
5807
18093

53
11
62
6
2
1/ROF
1
2
8
1
1
2
2
2
1
2
2
I
6
SUBM"H5"
24
2
5
1
2
1

12
4
53
1
3
4SB
5
6
2
1
1
6

2
3
1
1
4D/G

so
2

Leinster Regiment
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Alberta Canadian Infantry
Irish Guards
Irish Guards
Canadian Infantry

11-11-1916
10-11-1917
24-05-1915
15-09-1916
23-10-1915
06-11-1914
01-10-1918

Australian Infantry Force
Machine Gun Corp
Machine Gun Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Labour Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Connaught Rangers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Connaught Rangers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Leinster Regiment
HMSM Royal Navy
Australian Infantry Force
Royal Irish Rifles
Connaught Rangers
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Household Cavalry CL
Kings Royal Rifle Corp
Royal Irish Rifles
Canadian Infantry
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Irish Rifles
Royal Irish Regiment
Leinster Regiment
Royal Irish Regiment
Devonshire Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Flying Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Kings Shropshire Regiment
Australian Infantry Force
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Household Cavalry CL
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Royal Army Medical Corp
Connaught Rangers

27-04-1918
09-04-1917
04-11-1918
09-10-1918
15-01-1915
14-03-1918
10-10-1918
03-09-1916
06-09-1916
31-12-1914
16-11-1924
29-11-1920
24-05-1915
26-04-1915
04-09-1918
06-01-1920
06-01-1915
15-06-1915
25-04-1919
02-03-1918
19-11-1916
24-11-1914
21-08-1915
22-05-1915
31-08-1914
27-11-1917
22-12-1917
22-12-1917
03-05-1917
6-10-1917
09-05-1916
18-05-1918
06-03-1918
05-01-1917
25-09-1915
09-09-1916
09-06-1917
23-05-1918
14-04-1918
09-08-1915
26-02-1918
28-06-1915
12-04-1915
04-10-1917
01-03-1917
18-05-1915
28-07-1917
02-09-1916
1920
30-09-1914

28
23
3

24
26
19
22
52
31
23
40
21
27
44
21
29
28

19
25
25
24
26
19
26
27
20
23
28
23
27
25
33
33
30

35
43
25
29
21

20
48
18

CARLOVIANA

22

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Gunner
Private
Private
Private
Lt.

Stephen Purcell
James Rourke
Martin Shannon
David O'Shea
John Smullen
John Smith
Albert Edward Smythe
Frank Sutton
John Townsend
James Walsh
Patrick Whyte
Charles Willoughby
Sydney Wilson

7526
10002
5603
18270
5606
4573
4480
3017
126540
4202
19269
1729
20

2
2
2
2
2
2
1
6
242SB
1
6
1
SASC

Irish Guards
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
RRoyal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Leinster Regiment
Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Canadian Infantry

29-03-1918
21-03-1918
18-06-1915
06-07-1915
24-05-1915
16-05--1915
01-11-1914
16-10-1915
14-08-1917
16-03-1915
08-10-1918
18-05-1915
11-10-1918

Private
Sergt.
Lt/Col
Private
L/Corp
Corp.
Private
Riflema
Gnr.
Shoe/
Smith
Private
Private
L/Sergt.
Sergt.
RFN/
L/Corp
Private
Private
Buglar
Private
Private
Corporal
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
L/Corp.
Sergt.
Private
L/Corp.
Private
Private
Private
Private
Lt.
Private
Private

George Abel
George Alborough
Walter Lorenzo Alexander
Edward Aylward
John Becker
Richard Bell
Michael Vincent F Benson
John Brady
James Brennan

18135
1774
2255
7739
10622
19043
502946
34541

F/RAMC 2
3
CDG/2
3
3

Royal Munster Fusiliers
Kings Royal Rifle Corp
Yorkshire Regiment
Irish Guards
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Horse Artillery
Cheshire Regiment
London Irish Rifles Regimen
Royal Garrison Artillery

22-03-1918
03-02-1915
14-05-1915
28-10-1918
01-06-1917
17-03-1915
19-07-1916
07-11-1917
12-09-1916

James Brennan
Joseph Brennan
Patrick Brennan
Charles Brien
John Brooks MM

TS/592
5814
45259
3791
5008

Royal Army Service orp
Connaught Rangers
Kings Liverpool regiment
Irish Guards
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

10-11-1918
19-08-1917
29-04-1918
10-05-1917
04-09-1918

26
37
40
24

George Buchanan
Francis Colling/Burke
John Burke
Russel James Burke
James Butler
William Butler
Bernard Byrne
James Byrne
John Joseph Byrne
Michael Byrne
Michael Byrne
Patrick Byrne
Richard Byrne
Thomas Byrne
Thomas Byrne
Walter Byrne
Matthew Callinan
Peter Callinan
Hugh Canavan
Matthew Carey
Martin Carthy
John Casey
Samuel Coleman
William Joseph S Connor
Danial Conroy
Patrick Conroy Brothers

7211
3704
6039
8856

Thomas Crampton
William Crombie DCM
Richard Daly
James Delaney
Michael Delaney Brothers

24927
8214
4916
1541
9395

14-09-1914
04-05-1918
30-09-1915
31-10-1914
25-02-1916
25-06- 1917
19-02-1917
06-11-1914
04-10-1916
24-02-1917
16-01-1915
21-03-1918
25-04-1915
01-07-1916
01-07-1916
30-07-1915
06-09-1915
12-07-1915
20-10-1918
09-08-1916
12-05-1915
06-11-1918
28-10-1916
05-07-1915
28-10-1916
21-07 1916
27-03-1917
16-08-1917
04-10-1917
15-09-1916
28-04-1917
15-04-1916

23
20
20
21
38

Private
RQMS
Private
Private
A/Corp

Kings Royal Rifle Corp
Leinster Regiment
Irish Guards
Kings Royal Rifle Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Garrison Artillery
Army CyclistCorp
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Connaught Rangers
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Leinster Regiment
Labour Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Canadain Field Artillery
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Infantry
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Kingsown Scotish Borderers
Irish Guards
Highland Light Infantry
Highland Light Infantry

30302
5040
8474
4772
10935
17369
18212
4599
8941
5334
11265
3011
5685
9707
24030
3821
553809
43104
5726

15
F/RAMC 18

19

2
2
2
2
13367
F/CR
2
2
Depot
F!Y &L2
2
2
2
I
1

F/RIR I
3
8
5442
9
I
I
2
10/11

19
20
17
18
34
19
19
27

19
31
42
36
25

33
22
47
36
29

19

31
34
37
25
21
29

CARLOVIANA

Private
Lt/Corp
Riflema
Private
Private
Private
Drumm

Gunner
Captain
Private
Lt/Col.
Private
Private
Sergt.
Private
Sergt.
Private
Private
Sapper
Corpora
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Dr.
Private
Gunner
L/Corp
Private
Private
Private
L/Sergt.
Private
Private
Sadder/
Corp
Driver
Private
Private
C'Sergt.
Private
L/Corp
BDR
Private
Riflem
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Corpora

Patrick Donohue
Patrick Dowley
James Doyle
John Doyle
Michael Doyle
Robert Droyden
Joseph Dunne
Michael Dunne
Edward Dwyer
Edward Farrell
Matthew Fenlon
John ffrench
John William Field
Peter Finn
Charles Edward Fishbourne
James Fitzpatrick
Patrick Fitzpatrick
Albert George Fleet DCM
Thomas Fleming
Michael Francis
Patrick Gaffney
Martin Geoghegan
Edward Gibson
John Glynn
John Golding
John Goodbody
James Hamilton
Charles Haughney
Patrick Haughney
Danial Hayden
Patrick Haydon
Henry Hayes
Joseph Henley
James Hennessy
John Stuart Hill
Joseph Hoare
Alfred Hodges
James Holden
James Holland
Robert Hopkins
John George Howe
Martin Hutchinson
Thomas Irwin Croix DeGuerre
Edward James
Edwin Jevers
Edward Joyce
Peter Kealy
James Keeffe
Richard Keeffe
Michael Keegan
Peter Keegan
Denis Kelly
Patrick Kelly
Michael Joseph Kenny
Patrick Kenny
John Mercier Kepple
Michael Kiernan

371324
11243
31939
7023
325106
452121
16428
5602
27215
Z/2309
5087
9508
8879
28036
77266
5319
33817
3816
16364
9777
729
2627
7636
150220
397
8999
G/1480
4732
28037
11559
9798
8501
13353
9794
8922
22342
3544
400
27699
27777

I
F/LR8
11
F/LR2
2
2
2
1
2
2
I

RHA
1
2

RIL5

6
2
Depot
2
2
F/RDF 1
2
7
I

2
RHA
1
2
F DCLI 1
1
6
7
1

5987
60830
6982
5728
15211
205130

3 DIG
RHA
2
1
8
1/7

16285
50790
43772
371325
5254
3480
R/384059
18666
4608
5823
25352
7683

18
RHA
F/RIR
8
2
8
2
1
1
10
2

Royal Sussex EGIMENT
London Regiment PIO RIF
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Garrison Artillery
Connaught Rangers
Kings Liverpool Regiment
London Regiment Finsbury
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Rifle Brigade
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guard
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Inniskilllng Fusiliers
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Irish Rifles
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Northumberland
Royal Army Medical Corp
Household Cavalry CL
Royal Engineers
Royal Irish Regiment
Leinster Regiment
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Engineers
Leinster Regiment
Leinster regiment
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Inniskilllng Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Dorsetshire Regiment
Irish Guards
Leinster Regiment
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Household Cavalry Cl
Royal Field Artillery
Irish Guards
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Northumberland
Fusiliers Territorials
Kings Liverpool Regiment
Royal Field Artillery
Gun Corp
London Regiment PIO RIF
Leinster Regiment
London Regiment PIO RIF
Royal Army Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Connaught Rangers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

14-07-1916
20-09-1915
10-10-1918
20-11-1917
06-05-1917
27-09-1918
21-03-1918
24-04-1918
04-04-1917
29-03-1918
20-11-1916
08-09-1914
01-02-1917
28-08-1917
20-11-1915
06-07-1915
06-10-1916
21-08-1917
22-06-1917
06-06-1919
07-05-1915
17-10-1915
18-07-1920
27-08-1914
01-07-1917
22-08-1916
15-03-1916
21-08-1915
06-10-1915
31-07-1918
10-10-1917
11-09-1915
09-05-1915
25-04-1915
15-03-1915
23-12-1914
14-06-1918
05-12-1917
10-08-1915
16-08-1917
22-04-1918
17-11-1914
24-10-1918
13-09-1916
23-06-1916
18-02-1915
26-10-1917
01-07-1916
02-04-1917
26-03-1918
20-09-1917
22-07-1918
29-05-1916
11-01-1916
01-07-1916
29-06-1916
08- 10-1917
26-03-1918
24-05-1915

38
27
20
22
28

18

47
39
34
30
24

33
37
24
46
22
20
36

25

23
27
35

36
43
22
41

CARLOVIANA

Sapper
Private
Private
Private
L/Corp
Private
Major

William Lawless
Michael Lawlor
John Lennon
John Maher
Michael Maher
Michael McAssey
James Thomas B McCudden V
DSO & Bar, MC & Bar, MM,
Croix De Guerre (France)
John Anthony McCudden
2/Lt.
William McCudden
Sergt.
3 sons of William &Amelia Mc
Cudden, Father, William born in
Carlow.
Private William McDonald
Private Adam McGee
Private Edward McGowan
Private Edward McKenna
Private James McKenna Brothers
Private Thomas McNally
Augusta Mary McMahon
MEC
Lt/Corp Samuel Alexander Mercer
Private Martin Mills
Private James Molloy
Private William Monks
Private Thomas Moore
Private John Moran
Private Patrick Moran
Private Patrick Mulhall
Private Thomas Mulhall
Sergt.
Patrick Mullery
Private John Murphy
Private Joseph Murphy
Riflem Michael Murphy
Private William Murphy
A/Corp. William Albert Neale
GRN
Thomas Neill
Private William Thomas Nicholls
Private Christopher Nolan
Private Laurence Nolan
Private Michael Nolan
Private Peter Nolan
Private Thomas O'Brien
Private Thomas O'Donnell
Private Patrick O'Farrell
Private Edward O'Leary
DVR
Peter O'Neill
Private Matthew O'Mara
L/BDR Michael J O'Reilly
Private William O' Rourke
Sergt.
Denis Parr
Private Francis Parr
Private Patrick Parr
Private Andrew J. Pender
Riflem Edward Phelan
Private James Phelan
Private Michael Ralph
L/Corp Hedley Vicars Roberts
Private John Roberts
Charles Robert Russell
Sergt.
Private John Ryan
Private Joseph Ryan
Corporal Francis Salter

40932
19178
8300
5650
9824
43240

61

11031
10030
5220
41762
9508
5765
18691
168453
9772
4979
28261
19712
6951
9502
12132
3832
125321
877
43036
G/337
26079
26848
22974
10441
28105
28106
3275
9778
3713
5343
7716
14728
T4/057358
6542
374474
5354
4229
21892
2267
5301
1209
3777
12234
19181
45808
55931
5543
11676

80F/C
1
2
2
2
9
60 SQ

Royal Engineers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Connaught Rangers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Devonshire Regiment
Royal Air Force

21-09-1918
15-08-1915
14-09-1914
20-03-1916
16-08-1917
07-05-1917
09-07-1918

21
26
30
23

84SQ
13SQ

Royal Flying Corp
Royal Flying Corp

18-03-1918
02-05-1915

20
24

15
I
I
F/RAMC
2
2
IWT
I
2
8
I
2
I
I
2
733C
6
F/RIR 2
!GB
4
2
8
I
I
16SER
I
I
2
2
8/9
15
TF
11208
I
F/RGA
2
2
1
I
7
9
6
FASC
I
2

10

Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Connaught Rangers
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Army Service Corp
Royal Engineers
Leinster Regiment
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Leinster regiment
Labour Corp
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Rifles
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Fam:rly 5708 SI.NeXReg Wilt Reg
Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Highland Light Infantry
Royal Irish Regiment
Leinster regiment
Leinster Regiment
Irish Guards
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Australian Infantry
Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Rifle Brigade
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Norfolk Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Field Artillery
Northumberland Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Irish Regiment

15-07-1916
09-05-1915
17-07-1915
14-04-1918
10-11-1914
28-04-1915
28-10-1918
22-05-1918
12-05-1915
03-09-1916
30-08-1917
04-10-1917
18-07-1918
03-04-1918
14-04-1917
19-01-1918
20-11-1917
11-08-1915
05-08-1917
11-06-1918
22-05-1916
21-03-1918
13-05-1917
11-08-1918
24-04-1917
31-12-1916
01-0701916
24-04-1915
28-05-1915
26-10-1917
16-01-1918
29-11-1917
06-01-1918
15-10-1917
15-08-1918
01-03-1917
29-05-1917
06-11-1914
09-09-1916
31-07-1917
28-03-1915
11-05-1915
25-10-1914
24-10-1918
14-09 1916
23-11-1918
14-11-1918
16-11-1915
I 0-11-1916

24
21
21
29
23
37
22
18
23
45
39
23
42
36
23
39

41
38
41
41
23
32
35
25
21
21
45
24
29
26
25

CARLOVIANA

265297
10299
3297
9462
16906
21067
45819

Gunner
Private
Private
Private
Sergt.
Private
Sergt.
2nd.Lt.
Private
Captain
Private
Private
Private
Private
A/Sergt.
GNR
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Thomas Scully
Martin Seery
John Shaw
Lawrence Shaw
Michael Shea
Edward Shiel
Thomas Slater
Andrew Wynne Storrar
Thomas Sunderland
Audrey Jocelyn Thomas
Martin Tierney
James Timmins
Michael Townsend
Alfred C Venebles
Thomas Walker
Michael Walsh
Patrick Malachy Walsh
William Walsh
James Waters
Thomas Whelan
Richard Whelan
Benjamin Whittaker
Humprey Worthington Wilson

Private
Private
Private
Bobadier
Brig/Ge

Luke Ashmore
James Byrne
Walter Robert Ivers
William Arthur Walsh
Louis Murray Phillpots

8815
116
21481
1454

Private
Private
L/Corp
Major
Private
Private
Private
Private

Edward Bray
James Connors
Patrick Dillon
Reginald William Elliot
Patrick Reydon
William Howard
Patrick Reilly
William Whelan

2751
4891
5116

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Corporal
Private
L/Corp
Private
Corp.
Private
A/Sergt/
Major
Riflem
Private
Private

Thomas Bums
Cornelius Byrne
Simon Byrne
Michael Dalton
Peter Dalton
James Dooley
Thomas Doyle
Peter Samuel Griffin
Richard Arthur Jones
Richard Jones
William Lawerence
Murtagh Lennon
Michael Reilly
Edward Shannon
Samuel Willoughby

Royal Field Artillery
Royal Irish regiment
Leinster Regiment
Leinster Regiment
Scottish Lothian Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Lancanshire Fusiliers
Leinster regiment
Leinster Regiment
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Artillery
Royal Garrisson
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Irish Guards
South Lancanshire Regimen
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards

16-08-1918
15-09-1914
15-03-1915
12-05-1915
21-03-1917
03-07-1918
09-04-1918
16-08-1917
20-09-1918
01-05-1915
20-05-1916
31-07-1917
20-11-1917
21-03-1918
12-07-1915
22-11-1917
16-09-1916
15-09-1916
31-10-1918
24-10-1918
12-09-1917
08-05-1915

2
15
10

Irish Guards
Australian Infantry Force
Durham Light Infantry
Royal Garriso Artillery
Royal Artillery

03-09-1915

26
33

6
2
2
7
1
10
2
Depot

Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Munster
India Gurka Rifles
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

09-09-1916
19-09-1916
08-09-1916
23-11-1914
09-06-1916
30-11-1917
21-03-1918
09-03-1917

34

2
9
3
SBTY
8

Royal Army Service Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Engineers
Irish Guards
Royal InniskillingFusiliers
Canadian Infantry
Royal Horse Artillery
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

12-04-1918
17-10-1918
30-10-1917
27-08-1914
15-11-1914
08-05-1916
08-10-1915
07-05-1918
02-05-1915
08-03-1916
27-04-1916

9
2
1
2

Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Rifles
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

25-09-1915
20-10-1916
29-03-1918
27-08-1918

RHA
2

1
1
2
RHA

9709
106
3328
7924
25918
5486
41807
1710
7532
34193
7556
9356
8485

9470
29345
23163
26960

T/370041
24662
1052
8950
4564
985
6622
27636
9261
50067
24563
15729
2599
20157
8966

2
2
2
7

1
287SB
8
2
8
2
2

2
2
l

30

27
29
35
25

22
21
44

24
20

23
40

26

45
35
21
26
29
20
29
28
27
27
27
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Private
Sapper
Private
Private
Private
Private
L/Corp
Private
LICorp
private
Private

Rupert Burgess
Patrick Byrne
Thomas Clarke
Alfred Corrigan
George Henry S Corrigan
Denis Cremin
James Dowling
James Doyle
Thomas Flood
Thomas Foulds
Bernard Jones

Private
Private
Sapper
Riflem

James Keegan
Thomas Leonard
Peter Mullee
John Murphy
Abraham Watchorn

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
L/Corp
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
L/Corp
Corpora
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Corp
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Corpora
GNR
Corpora
Captain
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Thomas Berry
James Bolger
Thomas Bolger
Owen Brestlaun
Joseph Breen
Edward Byrne
James Byrne
Patrick Byrne
Patrick Byrne
Patrick Byrne
Thomas Byrne
William Byrne
William Canavan
John Condon
James Conroy
Thomas Corcoran
Albert Victor E Corrigan
John Cosgrove
John Cullen
George Digam
Michael Dowling
John Finn
Michael Greene
Edward Jordan
James Kehoe
James Kelly
John Kelly
Patrick Lyons
William Mahon
John McCullagh
James McDonald
Robert J. Mitchell
William Joseph Murphy
John Murphy
William Neill
William Nicholson
James Nolan
Patrick Nolan
Patrick Nolan

1635
157759
11526
1532
1540
9819
1555
29389
10901
535270
6968

47
175TUN
9
SIH
SIH
1
Hussars
1
2
Post Office Rifles
1/4
1
2
84F/C
2

7253
91385
3407
290615
4660
27194
21390
27193
5227
27193
25007
1743
9223
5222
4660
5578
442038
15553
2670
15038
6221
10429
18877
B/200715
5588
5574
5809
10155
9967
18288
100549
25610
4589
18188
28033
19448
21565
22296

2
FIRDF 15

1
1
1
5/6
1
1
10
2
2
1
2
1
7
9
2
F/SLIREl
2
2
2
7
2
1
6
8
2
1
30D
SIH 7
F/CADET LR 9
1
2
1
6
1
2

Australian Infantry Force
Royal Engineers
Camorians Scottish Rifles
Household Canvalry CL
Household Cavalry Cl
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Household Cavalry CL
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
London Regiment
Territorials Northumberland
Fusiliers
Highland Light Infantry
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Engineers
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

07-06-1917
06-03-1917
25-09-1915
19-06-1917
21-03-1917
26-04-1915
26-11-1914
29-03-1918
31-07-1917
04-05-1918
16-11-1916

Royal Irish Regiment
Durham Light Infantry
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
GARIB Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Canadian Infantry
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Munster Fusiliers
Irish Guards
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Rifle Brigade
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Connaught Rangers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Irish Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Munster Fusilier
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

19-10-1914
12-09-1918
18-05-1915
29-06-1915
24-05-1915
28-08-1918
26-04-1916
01-03-1917
26-04-1915
01-03-1917
30-11-1917
01-04-1919
28-08-1914
13-09-1917
16-10- 1916
14-03-1919
27-03-1917
07-11-1914
27-11-1917
31-07-1917
10-12-1917
12-12-1914
21-03-1918
22-02-1917
16-08-1915
01-03-1917
03-09-1916
08-08-1917
12-08-1915
04-10-1917
19-04-1916
30-11-1917
09-09-1916
25-09-1915
21-03-1918
11-04-1918
04-10-1917
07-03-1917
26-12-1916

41
22
21

18
12-03-1915
26-02-1915
09-04-1916
15-09-1914
26-04-1916

18
32

39
20
18
28
19
19
37
31
39
KIA
53
26

25
49

31
19
43
27
21
19
18
18
23
36
20
33
19
21
29
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Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
GRN
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
A/BD
Private
Private
Riflema
Private
Sergt.
Riflema
Private
Lt/Corp
Private
Private

Stephen Nolan
Thomas Nolan
Thomas Henry O'Donnell
Thomas O'Neill
William Purcell
Patrick Quinn
Patrick Reddy
Joseph Roche
Patrick Rooney
John Ryan
Patrick Ryan
Joseph Sallinger
Lawrence Scully
Lawrence Swaine
Christopher Teehan
Simon Thompson
James Toole
Edward Wall
Michael Whelan
Nicholas Whelan
Thomas Whelan
Charles Willoughby
James Worley

DR.

MAURICE MANNING, A

LECTURE ON

10155
22297
6183
11429
10135
43103
46499
9667
28723
336134
18145
6913
50791
3413
28023
8866
3415
15717
371322
7736
23969
1497
10216

Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Australian Infantry Force
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Garrison Artillery
Connaught Rangers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Labour Corp
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Field Artillery
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Royal Irish Rifles
Leinster Regiment
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Office Rifles London Reg.
Irish Guards
Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Irish Horse Household Cavalry
Royal Dublin Fusiliers

I
10
50
1
3
8
66S/B
I

8
F/RDF
1
2
RHA
I
9
9
2
9
9
2
9
SIH
10

'THE LIFE AND TIMES OFJAMES

DILLON'

IN

LEIGHLIN ON OCT.

NATIVE OF BAGENALSTOWN AND RECENTLY APPOINTED
RIGHTS COMMISSION

IN

DUBLIN,

14-02-1915
21-03-1918
28-09-1917
01-03-1917
19-07-1915
06-09-1916
27-07-1916
27-09-1915
08-06-1917
09-05-1918
04-06-1916
24-05-1915
10-10-1916
15-03-1915
07-06-1917
09-07-1918
06-05-1915
09-09-1916
15-09-1916
19-12-1916
27-04-1916
20-06-1917
29-05-1917

1 6,

33
27

33
24

35

25
40
22
28

02

PRESIDENT OF THE HUMAN

GAVE THE LECTURE.

Left: Dr. Michael Conry, President of the Carlow Historical and Archaeological Society; Martin Nevin, editor of Carloviana; Dr. Maurice
Manning, Noreen Whelan, PRO; and David K'Eogh, Dublin member of the Society
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OBITUARY -

ing school. He really relished these years in
Ballyvourney as it was a stronghold of the
old Gaelic traditions of Gaelic language,
music and dance. He continued to his study

O

The son of the late John and Alice (nee
Nolan) and brother of the late Sr. Mary of
the Angels, Presentation Sisters, Br. John
was one of those people with a happy disposition and a zest for living. One always knew
he was around somewhere because of his
fine hearty laugh. His cheerful manner
uplifted all and his humorous anecdotes were
a treat to listen to.

It was with a youthful enthusiasm that P J

P J will be sadly missed by all who knew him
in the Old Carlow Society now the Carlow
Historical and Archaeological Society.. He
was a constant contributor over the years to
the journal of the society, Carloviana.
Among the many fine articles he penned
were, Tithe War, Rathvilly; The Rev. Thomas
Tyrell; Carlow Newspapers, 1828-1841;
Cork Ambush, Carlow Men and Nicholas
Aylward Vigors.

BR .JOHN

KAVANAGH

n the 7th. of April the De La Salle
Brothers in Ireland lost a treasured
member of their Congregation. He was Br.
John Kavanagh from Muine Bheag, Co.
Carlow. Formerly P J Kavanagh, his early
studies were at St. Joseph's Academy in
Muine Bheag. Here at an early age he
showed great promise and he maintained a
steady progress right through his student
days.

requested to be accepted into the De La Salle
Brothers - an international Teaching
Congregation.
On entering the Noviciate in Castletown, Co.
Laois in 1959, he spent a year in Spiritual
and Monastic formation. He made his first
vows at the end of this period and then., he
was sent to a House of Studies in Faithlegg,
Co. Waterford.

The last three years of his life were spent
working in the archives in the De Las Salle
Mother House in Rome. While there he also
acted as host to many groups of Irish people
who visited Rome at that time. He was
unstinting in his endeavours to make everybody's stay as pleasant and as interesting as
possible.

He read a brilliant senior certificate course.
After that he was posted to a senior school in
Dublin to study teaching methods under the
guidance of a qualified Brother.

He had a warm welcome for them all and
looked after their accommodation and any
problems they might have.

He was then transferred to UCD where he
read an honours course, specialising in history and Gaelic studies. He duly qualified with
distinction in both these subjects.

Br. P J Kavanagh

After a few years in the classroom he was
appointed as Director of Student Brothers in
Marino Training College, Dublin.

of local history and he crowned his work
with a thesis on his native Carlow, for which
he was awarded a master's degree.

He spent some years teaching in Colaise
Iosagain, Ballyvourney, an all-Gaelic board-

He finished his teaching career
Skibbereen, Co. Cork from 1991-1999.

He is sorely missed by his family and friends
in Carlow and by the De La Salle
Community.
Ar dheis De go raihh a anam naofa.

m

CARLOW HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
AUTUMN/WINTER SLATE OF LECTIRES

All lectures start at 8pm
Winter 2003

Autumn 2002

Wed. 16 Oct.

Venue:

Maurice Manning, President of the Human
Rights Commission in Dublin
James Blake Dillon
Lord Bagenal, Leighlin.

Wed. 15 Jan
Venue:
Wed. 19 Feb.

Wed. 20Nov.

Venue:
Wed. II Dec.
Venue:

Dr. Frances Finnegan, author of Do Penance or
Perish. A Study of Magdale Asylums in Ireland.
Magdelan Asylums/Laundry
Seven Oaks
Dr. Patrick O'Connor
Irish Palatine
Seven Oaks

Venue:
Wed. 20 Mar.
Venue:

Liam Kelly, Kildare Historical society
Tullow Railway
Mount Wolesly
Dr. Michael Ryan, Dir. Chester Beatty Library
Early Monastic Settlements
Boris Vocational School
Jonathon Shackelton
The Shackelton Family
Seven Oaks

CARLOVIANA

Carlow evictions
•
ID 1832

Researched by Tommy Clarke.

Carlow Sentinel 25 February, 1832
The following is a list of people who were evicted from their homes
in south county Carlow, in 1832:

From Ballinkillen.
Widow Keams and five children.
Stephen Murphy, his wife and five children.
Biddy Nowlan and three children.
Pat Keegan, his wife and seven children.
Widow Maher and one child.
James Murphy, his wife and three children.
Widow Haly and four children.
William Murphy, his wife and two children.
Terence Lowry and two sisters.
Oliver Walsh, his wife and three children.
Widow Kinsela and son, son in law and his wife.
John Doyle and his wife and three children.
Widow Odum and five children.
Widow Curren and four children.
James McGrath, his wife and three children.
Widow Flannagan and five children.
Andrew Connors, his wife and four children.
Patrick Caulfield, his wife and eight children.
Andrew Caulfield, his wife and five children.
John Brennan, his wife and three children.
James Doyle, his wife and two children.
Nancy Nowlan and one child.
Laurence Nowlan and his wife.
Widow Harple and five children.
Widow Roney and four children.
Ned Byrne, his wife and four children.
Thomas Byrne, his wife and five children.
Michael Byrne, his wife and three children.
Hugh Roney, his wife and one child.
Denis Murphy, his wife and three children.
Widow Murphy and seven children.
Laurence Bryan and his brother.
Simon Neill, his wife and seven children.
Thomas Bryan, his wife and four children.
Pat Neill, his wife and two children.
Widow Flinn and one child.
Pat Brennan and eight children.
David McDonald, his wife and three children.

From Ballyknockin., Fenagh
Darby Kean, his wife, brother,grandmother and five children.
James McAsey, his wife and one child.
Widow Whelan and three children.
Edward Corcoran and two children.
Christopher Corcoran, his wife, niece and one child.
Charles Lyons, his brother, sister and nephew.

From Sliguff.
Thomas Murphy and family.
John Byrne, his wife and ten children.
Thomas Vigors, his wife, brother, aunt and three children.
Pat Vigors, his wife, sister in law and three children.
Wiliam Borris and seven children.
Kearn Kelly, his wife and six children.
Peter Hughes, his wife, three children and a servant girl.
Michael Hughes, his wife and four children.

From Ballytarsna.
Matthew Murphy, his wife and three children.
Stephen Sennet, his wife and four children.
Patrick Reddy, his brother and niece.
Widow Feltus and three children.
Widow McDonald and two children.
Patrick Walsh, his wife and four children.
Laurence Sutton, his wife, two brothers. and six children.
Michael Neil, his wife and five children.
Widow Kinsella and four children.
John Rafter, his wife and five children.
Darby Casey, his wife and one child.
Michael Dwyer, his wife and five children.
Widow Brennan and two children.
Matthew Kinsella, his wife three children.
Patrick Doorley, three brothers and two sisters,orphans.
John Feltus, his wife and three children.
Edmund Salter, his wife and five children.

From Ballyloughan.
Thomas Brennan, his wife and seven children.
Thomas Byrne, his wife and three children.
Michael Bryan, his wife and two children.
Widow Boyle and four childrenAndrew Kean, his wife and four children.
Thomas Byrne and family.
Michael Doyle, his wife and two children.
Matthew Young, his wife and five children.
Thomas Kealy and his sister.
Mary Walsh.
Laurence Nolan, his wife and four children.
Michael Nolan, his wife and four children.
Edmond Nolan and wife.
Loughlan Nolan, ofKilduna'and his wife and family.
Widow Murphy of Knockullard, and seven children.
I This list gives a combined total of 463 people who were evicted.
am unable to identify the place called Kilduna 1,however, there is a
place called Kildoon in Ballytarsna townsland.
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Officers and Members
of
Carlow Historical and Archaeological Society
Patron
His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Laurence Ryan, Bishop Emeritus of
Kildare & Leighlin.

President
Dr. Michael Conry

Vice-President
Mrs. Mgt. Byrne-Minchin

Secretary
Rev. Dermot McKenna

Treasurer
Mr. Pat O'Neill

Editors
Rev. Dermot McKenna
Mr. Martin Nevin

Trustees
Mr. Seamus Murphy
Miss Anna Kearney

Public Relations Officer
Mrs. Noreen Whelan

Honorary Life Members
Mr. Seamus Murphy, Mr. William Ellis and Tommy Clarke

COMMITTEE
Mr. Seamus Murphy, Ms Michelle Doorley, Mr. Dermot Mulligan,
Mr. Dan Carbery, Mrs. Anne Parker-Byrne, Mr Matt Kelly, Mr.
Patrick Doyle, Mr John Burke, Mr. Peadar Cullen, Mr.Eamon Leaty,

Museum Committee
Mr. Pat O'Neill, Dr. Michael Conry, Mr. Dan Carbery, Mr.Seamus
Murphy, Mr. Martin Nevin.

MEMBERS
Adams, John, Ballickmoyler Upper, Ballickmoyler, Co. Laois.
Alcock, Declan, 98 Pearse Road, Graiguecullen, Carlow
Alcock, Noel, 46 Staunton Ave., Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Alexander, John, Milford House, Milford, Co. Carlow.
Bagenal J.S., Leaside, Hertingfordbury, Hertford, Herts. England.
Baragry, Margaret, 8 Larkfield, Carlow.
Bayliss, Mrs Pat, 6760 L & A Road Vernon B.C., Canada VIB3Tl
Behan, John, Rathoe, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Bennett, Jack, Lutra Lodge, Kilkenny Road, Carlow.
Bolger, Stephen Garrett, 42 Airdale Road, Rosemont, PA19010 USA
Bolger,Anthony, 71 BrantwoodAve., Redcap, Blackbum, Lanes. BBi 3LY
Boyce, M.J., Braganza, Carlow.
Brennan, Michael & Joan, 2 Burrin Road, Carlow.

Brennan, Phyllis, 32 College Gardens, Gramby Row, Carlow.
Brennan, Thomas, Kennedy Street, Carlow.
Brennan, Joe & Deirdre, I Strawhall Villas, Carlow.
Brennan, Shiela, 32 College Gardens, Carlow
Bunt, Walter, Coolkenno, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Burke, John Knocknagee, Carlow
Byrne, Dr. Mairead, Teach Failte, 2 Thames Cotages, Pond Hill,
Cliffe Nr. Rochester, Kent, England.
Byrne, Fred, I St. Fiac's Tce.,Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Byrne, Larry, Bahanna, St. Mullins Co. Carlow.
Byrne, Margaret, 16 Sutton Grove, Sutton, Dublin 13
Byrne, Thomas, Coolnakisha, Leighlinbridge, Carlow.
Byme-Minchin, Mgt. Coolnacuppogue, Conies, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Byrne, P.P., Rev. Gerard, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny
Callery, Eithne, Oak Park Road, Carlow.
Callinan, Joseph & Sarah, 'The Field' Pollerton Little, Carlow.
Carbery, Dan & Attracta, Glencarrig, Green Road, Carlow
Clarke Thomas, 57 St.Clare's Road, Graiguecullen,, Carlow.
Codd, Richard, Munny, Coolkenno, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Coen, Mrs. S, Kilkenny Road, Carlow.
Coffey, Dr. Brendan, Royal Oak Road, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow
Coffey, Mrs. Mary, Tomard, Milford, Carlow.
Comerford, Patrick, Bahanna, St. Mullins, Co. Carlow.
Comerford, Eileen, Mercy Convent, Leighlinbridge, Carlow
Comerford, Patrick, Pollerton Little, Carlow.
Connolly, Alice, Maganey, Co. Kildare.
Connolly, Thomas, Supervalue Supermarket, Bagenalstown, Co.
Carlow.
Conry, Dr. Michael, Avila, Tullow Road, Carlow.
Considine, Mary Lou, 510 N St SW/ Apt.624 N Washington D.C20024
Coogan, John & Dawn, Castlemore, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Corrigan, Richard, Garrettstown House, Rathvilly, Co. Carlow.
Cowley, Stephen & Freda, 6 Heatherfield Court, Dublin Road, Carlow.
Crombie, Mrs. Veronica, 31 Huntington Court, Greenbank Road, Carlow.
Cubberly, Katheen, Ballycormack, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Cullen, Peader, Killamoat, Rathdangan, Kiltegan, Co. Wicklow.
Culleton, Colm & Kay, Lusca, KilreeAve., Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Cunnane, Canon James, Caemarea, Grobert Road,Cardigan, Wales.
Cunningham, Colm, 'Mayfield', Athy Road, Carlow.
Dalton, Mrs. Eileen, Corries, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Dalton, Mrs. Bridget, Ballinvalley, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Deane, James, Tinryland, Carlow.
Deegan, Eddie, 2 Longwood, Bennekerry, Carlow.
Deegan, Jeanne, Sion Cross, Bennekerry, Carlow.
Denieffe, James, 4 Little Barrack St., Carlow
Deym, Count Bernard, Fenagh House, Fenagh, Co. Carlow.
Dillon, William, 44 Eastwood, Bagenalstown, Carlow.
Diskin, Matthew, Ballyhide, Carlow.
Dolan, Hugh, 35 Oakley Park, Tullow Road, Carlow.
Donegan, James, 64 Killian's Crescent, Carlow.
Doogue, Martin & Bernadette, Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow.
Dooley, Anthony, Mortarstown, Carlow.
Doorley, Michelle, Kilree Street, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
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Doran, Michael, Main Street, Leighlinbridge, Carlow.
Dowling, John, Linkardstown, Carlow.
Doyle, Miss Nellie, 1 Granby Row, Carlow.
Doyle, Patrick M., Newtown, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Doyle, Peadar & Ita, Monure, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Doyle, Martin, Ave De Flanders, Wexford.
Doyle, Owen, Tinnaslee, Tinnahinch, Co. Carlow..
Doyle, Mrs. Maria, Royal Oak, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Duggan, Sr. Carmel, St. Ursula's Sandyford, Co. Dublin.
Dunleavy, Adrian, 1 Oak Park Rd.,Carlow.
Dunny, William, Sherwood, Braganza, Carlow.
Dwyer, Edward J., 39 Dillmont Drive, Smithtown, N.Y. 11787
Ellis, William, 12 Radharc Oisin, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Ellis, John, Shellumsrath, Callan Road, Kilkenny.
Farrell, Phillip, The Parade, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Feeley, Mrs. Charlotte, 'Moytura', Dunleckney, Bagenalstown Co.
Carlow.
Fennell, Mrs. Eileen, Chapelstown, Carlow.
Fitzgerald, George, 25 Riverside, Carlow.
Fitzgibbon, John, Lenaboy, Coast Road, Malahide, Co. Dublin.
Flood, Mary, Jordanstown, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny
Flynn, Miss Bridget, Burrin Street, Carlow.
Foley, Patrick, The Willows, Green Lane, Carlow.
Fraser, Mrs. Mgt. 147 Elmhurst Gardens, Tonbridge, Kent. TN103QZ
Geoghegan, Thomas, Ballinacarrig, Carlow.
Glancy, Christopher, 16 Royal Oak Road, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Gleeson, Kathy, 11 Bullock Park, Carlow.
Goodwin, Kathleen, 7Aylesbury, Dublin Rd., Carlow.
Greco!, John, 4273 Metropolitan, Drive, S.W. Cleveland, Ohio, 44135-1839
USA
Grey, Doreen, Avalon, 17 Silver Pines, Tullow Road, Carlow.
Hargaden, John, Court Place, Carlow.
Hayden, Liam, 12 Sharon Ave., Brownshill Rd., Carlow.
Healy, Pat, Pollerton Castle, Carlow.
Henchy, Reginald, St. Patrick's Cheshire Home, Tullow, Co. Carlow
Hennessy, Mrs. Anna, Ballytiglea, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Herriot, Miss Kathleen, Kilree Street, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Hickey, Joseph, Raheen,Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Hogan, Seamus, Rathrush, Rathoe, Carlow.
Hosey, William, Castlemore, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Howard, Fr.Brendan, The Presbytery, Dublin Road, Carlow
Hughes, Mrs. Betty, Ballinabranna, Milford, Carlow.
Hyland, Patrick, 2 Highfield, Carlow.
Jackson, Marie, 10 Aylesbury, Dublin Road, Carlow.
James, Robin, 'The Dormer', Brownshill, Carlow
James, John, 88 Sycamore Road, Rathnapish, Carlow.
Jones, Roger, Knockullard, Corries, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Jordan, Mrs. Mary, 9 Roncalli Ave., Carlow.
Joyce, John, Whitehall House, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny.
Kavanagh, Myles, IO Royal Oak Road, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Kavanagh, Larry, Co. Carlow V.E.C., Athy Road, Carlow.
Kearney, Anna, Apartment 7, Cathedral Close, Carlow
Kearney, Mary, Apartment 7, Cathedral Close, Carlow.
Kearney, Simon, Kilnock, Ballon, Co. Carlow.
Kearney, J, 9 Chapel Road, Swinton, Lanes M27 OHF.
Kehoe, Thomas, Dublin Street, Carlow.
Kelly, James, Main St. Leighlinbridge, Carlow.
Kelly, Ned, 118 St. Clare's Road Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Kelly, Rita, The Lock House, Mageney, Athy, Co. Kildare
Kenna, Oliver, 125 Governey Park, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Kennedy, Edward & Margaret, Kyle Park, Carlow.

Kennedy, Kevin, 6 Oakley Park, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Kennedy, Christopher, Iona Drive, Carlow
Kennedy, Dr. Tom, Killeshin, Carlow.
K'Eogh, David, 74 Moyne Road, Dublin 6.
Keyes, Michael, Staplestown, Carlow.
Kiernan, Frank, Main Street, Borris, Co. Carlow.
King, Sean, 6 The Glade, Oak Park Road, Carlow.
Kinsella, Edward, Dunleckney, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Lawlor, Mrs. Sadie, Powerstown, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny
Lennon, Seamus, 2 Pembrooke, Carlow.
Lynch, Martin, 118 Beechwood Park, Carlow.
McAssey, Mrs. Mary, 118 St. Clare's Road, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
McDarby, Miss Kathleen, 3 Larkfield, Carlow.
McDarby, Mrs. Kathleen, 3 Larkfield, Carlow.
McDonald, Edward, Clonmore, Hacketstown, Co. Carlow.
McDonald, Thomas, Harristown, Carlow
McDonnell, Rev. Thomas, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny.
McEvoy, Rev. John, St. Patrick's College, Carlow.
McEvoy, Anthony, St. Patrick's Cheshire Home, Tullow, Co. Carlow
McGettrick, Mrs. Elizabeth, Green Road, Carlow.
McGrath, Marie, 16 Heatherfield Court., Dublin Road, Carlow.
McGregor, Mrs Eileen, Killeshin Road, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
McHugh, Barry, Mountain View House, Green Road, Carlow.
McKinley, John & Dorothy, 63 Beechwood Drive, Rathnapish, Carlow.
McKenna, Rev. Dermot, 20 Sherwood, Carlow.
McMillan, Norman, White Bulls, Killeshin Road, Carlow.
McNally, Richard, 9516 Lansford Drive, Cincinnati, OH45242-6104
McQuinn, Christopher, 18 Shillelagh Grove, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Mealy, Fonsie, The Square, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny.
Meehan, Frank, 94 Main Street, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Minchin, Mrs. Una, Kilcarrig, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Mitchell, George, Main Street, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Mooney, Anne, 41 Beechwood Park, Carlow.
Moore, Mrs. Fran, Donore, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Moore, John, 13 Kingston Crescent, Dundrum, Dublin 16
Moore, Eamon, Chapelstown, Carlow.
Moore, William, Woodridge Cottage, Palatine, Carlow.
Mulligan, Dermot, Marian Ville,Tullow Road, Carlow
Mulligan, Patrick & Joan, Marian Ville, Tullow Road, Carlow.
Mulvey, Matthew, 24 Killian's Cres. Carlow.
Murphy, Anne, Pollerton Little, Carlow.
Murphy, John, 26 Crosbie Place, Barrack Street, Carlow.
Murphy, Moses & Mary, Slievedurda, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Murphy, Miss Nora, IO Woodlawns, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Murphy, Miss Rose, 38 Kennedy Street, Carlow.
Murphy, Mrs. Betty, Ardattin, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
Murphy, Seamus & Terry, Pollerton Little, Carlow.
Murphy, James & Eileen, Drumphea, Garryhill, Co. Carlow.
Murphy, Conleth, 281 Howth Road, Dublin 5.
Murphy, Kevin, Pollerton Little, Carlow.
Murphy, Lauri, 10 Gramby Road, Carlow.
Murphy, Padraig, 65 Blackheath Park,Clontarf, Dublin 3
Murray, Mrs. Madge, 25 Dublin Street, Carlow.
Murray, Thomas & Alice, Green Road, Carlow.
Nevin, Martin & Rosaleen, Carlow Road, Leighlinbridge, Carlow.
Nolan, Annie, Wayside' Station Road, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Nolan, Breda, Station Road, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Nolan, Catherine, 6 Bagenal Court, Court Place, Carlow.
Nolan, Frank, AccBank House, Green Lane, Carlow.
Nolan, Mrs. Vicky, 38 Burrin street, Carlow.
Nolan, Liam, Newtown, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Nolan, Patrick, Sheane, Garryhill, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Nolan, Patrick, Shee Alms House, Rose Inn St., Kilkenny.
Nolan, Mary, 17 Crosbie Place, Carlow.
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Nolan, Thomas, 14 Oakleigh, Celbridge, Co. Carlow.
Nolan, Eamon, Springhill Road, Killeshin, Carlow.
O'Brien, Breda, Sharon Ave., Carlow
O'Brien, Thomas & Joan, Emeral Lodge, Carlow.
O'Connor, Mrs. Eileen, Rosemount, Borris, Co. Carlow.
O'Connell, Miss Maureen, Lacken House, Borris, Co. Carlow.
O'Dea, Patrick & Mary, 2 Mount Clare Court, Killeshin Rd.,Carlow.
O'Donovan, John, Kilnock, Ballon, Co. Carlow.
O'Driscoll.Mary, Browneshill Road, Carlow.
O'Dwyer, Anne, The Forge, Castlemore, Tullow, Co. Carlow.
O'Hare, Patrick & Maura, Glenamoy, Leighlinbridge, Carlow.
O'Leary, John & Brid, Mill House, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Oliver, Mrs.Anges, 10 Novara Mews, Novara Rd. Bray. Co. Wicklow
Oliver, Richard, 1024 Fox River Drive, De Pere, Wisconsin 54115
O'Mahoney, Patrick, 7 Granby Row, Carlow.
O'Neill, Miss Mary, 167 Colclough Ave., Graiguecullen, Carlow.
O'Neill, Maurice, Kilmurry, Ballon, Co. Carlow.
O'Neill, Patrick, 21 Bullock Park, Carlow.
O'Neill, Sean, 30 Kill Abbey, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
O'Neill, Susan, Bridge House, Slyguff, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
O'Neill, Rebecca, 21 Bullock Park, Carlow.
O'Neill, Paul, Carlow Book Shop, Tullow Street, Carlow.
O'Neill, Eilish, Bagenal Court, Court View, Carlow.
O'Neill, Michael, Coolnacuppogue, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
O'Rourke, Eileen, Carlow Rural Tourism, 37 Dublin Street, Carlow
O'Shea, Rev. Philip, P.P. Myshall, Co. Carlow.
Owens, Patrick & Maureen, Sherwood Park House, Kilbride,
Ballon, Co. Carlow.
Parker-Byrne, Mrs. Anne, Gallipot, 3 Little Barrack Street, Carlow.
Pender, Helen, Russellstown, Bennekerry, Carlow.
Plant, Ronnie, Ballymartin, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Power, Noel, 190 Sleaty Street, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Power, Sr. Declan, Presentation Convent, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Reddy, Seamus, 191 Sleatty Street, Graiguecullen, Carlow.
Reddy, Mrs. Eithne, Beechville House, Dublin Road, Carlow.
Redmond, Mrs. Connie., Silverdale, Crossneen, Carlow.
Redmond, Thomas & Margaret, Heywood, Oak Park, Carlow.
Redmond, Paul, Coilluisce, Keelogue, Killeshin, Carlow.
Rice, Mrs. Mena, Main Street, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Roberts, Julian, Kilmeaney, Rathcrogue, Co. Carlow.
Rooney, Patrick, Ballyellen, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny.
Scott, Family, Green Trees, Tinryland, Co. Carlow.
Shanahan, Josephine, Oak Park, Road, Carlow.
Shannon, James, Lorien, Scotland, Hacketstown, Co. Carlow.
Sharkey, Philip, 'Philsden', 30 Springfield Drive, Rathnapish, Carlow.
Shaughnessy, Miss Breda, Railway Tce.,Borris, Co. Carlow.
Sheehan, Richard, Dunleckney, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow.
Sheehan, Eileen, 119 Upperfield Road, Welwyn Garden City,
AL 73LR Herts.
Spruhen, Thomas, Rathnageeragh, Garryhill Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow
Stieber, John, 4 Booterstown, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Stratton, Jack, Rockdale, Kilmeaney, Carlow.
Thomas, Peter, The Hermitage, Carlow.
Tomlinson, Oliver, 74 St. Helen's Road, Northfield, Birmingham,
England. 8311 QS.
Townsend, James, Ballybar Upper, Carlow.
Turner, Mary, 9 Hanover Court, Kennedy Ave., Carlow.
Walsh, Colm, Tinnahinch, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny.
Walsh, Philip, Bagenalstown Hardware, Main Street, Bagenalstown,
Co. Carlow.
Walshe, Mrs. Bridie, Glass House, Borris, Co. Carlow.
Whelan, Mrs. Noreen, 17 Sycamore Road, Carlow.

White, Paul, 39 Tullow Street, Carlow.
Wynne, Dr. John, 2230 Jefferson Ave., West Vancouver, B.C.
Canada V7V 2A8.
Wynne, Anthony E., 376 McKendry Drive, Menlo Park, California
94025.

The Hon. Secretary's Report
2002
A.G.M.
The first A.G.M. of the Carlow Historical, and Archaeological
Society, was held on 22nd May 2002 in the Seven Oaks Hotel.

The President, Dr Michael Conry, welcomed everyone, and thanked
the Officers, and Committee for their work during the year. In his
address, he paid a warm tribute to the late Austin O'Neill who died
suddenly shortly before Christmas.
The Officers elected were as follows:
President: Dr Michael Conry.
Vice-President: Mrs Margaret Byrne-Minchin.
Hon Secretary: Rev. Dermot McKenna .
Hon Treasurer: Mr Patrick O'Neill.
Editors ofCarloviana: Mr Martin Nevin, and Rev. Dermot McKenna.
Hon P.R.O. Mrs Noreen Whelan.
Winter Lectures:
October:
Brendan O'Cathaoir: "Young Ireland Movement"
November:
Prof Donal McCartney : "The Act of Union"
December:
Andrea Frolich "Carlow, and World l"
January:
Angus Mitchell " Casement, and the Irish Volunteers"
February:
Richard Sheehan " The Bagnals of Dunleckney"
March:
Dr Muriel McCarthy: "300 Years of Marsh's Library".
Summer Outing:

This was held early in June, and included visits to Strokestown
House, the Yeats Country, and Boyle.
Heritage Week:

During that week, an outing to New Ross, and Enniscorthy, was
held.

D.W.McK.
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SPONSORS

First

Active

Auctioneers Limited M.I A. V .I

Auctioneers & Insurance Brokers
Con O'Neill

37 Dublin Street, Carlow.
Telephone: 0503 31218
Fax: 0503- 43765

Branch Manager

First Active pie
Market Cross
Castle Street Corner
Carlow
Mobile 087 238 3165

Telephone
Facsimile.
Web
e-mail

0503 42540, 42925
0503 42443
http://www.firstact,ve com
info@firstact,ve com

George Sothern
A.C.I.l. M.I.A.V.I

Managing Director

STONE

SOLICITORS
Court Place- Carlow, Ireland.
Phone: (0503) 3 I 745 email: flml@iol.ie
Fax: (0503) 43695 DX 18 005 CARLOW

DEVELOPMENTS LTD.

Old Leighlin, Carlow.

Tel: +353 (503) 21227
Fax: +353 (503) 21607

O'BRIEN TRAVEL LTD

E.mail: stonedev@indigo.ie

DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW

Natural Stone Specialists

Phone: 0503/31613. Telex: 33006
Specialist in Air and Sea Travel

DEANE'S NEWSAGENT
BARRACK STREET< CARLOW
Tel: 0503/43081

WINDOW FASHIONS (Carlow) LTD.
&LAMP SHOP
Soft Furnishings & Lighting Specialists
4 CASTLE ST., CARLOW. Phone: 0503142554

R. J. SMYTH & CO.

BOS CO'S

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Hanover Court, Kennedy Ave., Carlow
Tel: 0503/42362/32113 Fax: 0503/41846

132 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31093
Quality Meat, Fish and Poultry
We are specialists. Don't settle for less

Clothing of traditional Quality and
Fashionable Look

George Mealy & Sons

HANLEY'S

Phone: 056 41229

HOUSE for MEN
CARLOW

NEW HEADSTONES
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS
AND OLD HEADSTONES RENOVATED
Contact:

MATT D. DOYLE
MONUMENTAL WORKS
Pembroke, Carlow.
Tel: 0503-42048 (works). Mobile: 087-2453 413
Email: mattd@indigo.ie

FINE ART & RARE BOOK
AUCTIONEERING SPECIALISTS
CASTLECOMER, Co. KILKENNY

COUNTY CARLOW
MUSEUM
Town Hall, Carlow
Open Dally
(MONDAY EXCEPTED)

lOam - Spm
VIEW THE WIDE RANGE OF EXHIBITS

"CARLOW COUNTY MUSEUM"
Carlow Town Council in association with the Carlow
Historical & Archaeological Society are developing Ireland's
newest County Museum. To be located i~ the former
Presentation Convent, College Street the Museum will house
the many treasures from our past.
Further information contact the Curator at 0503 31759

SPONSORS
LAMBERTS

MICHAEL DOYLE

Newspapers, Weekly Magazines, Periodicals,
Fancy Goods and Stationery
DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31921

Builders Providers, General Hardware
"THE SHAMROCK", 71 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/3184 7

CARLOW ROWING CLUB

MACS

FOUNDED 1859
Youth of Carlow/Graiguecullen
always welcome

Menswear, Dress Hire
6 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31555

All the best in Menswear

EDUCATIONAL BUILDING SOCIETY

SEVEN OAKS HOTEL

3 BURRIN ARCADE, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/42203, 42579
Michael Garvin - Branch Manager

Dinner Dances * Wedding Receptions * Private Parties
Conferences * Luxury Lounge
ATHY ROAD

JOHN BRENNAN

THOMAS F. KEHOE

BACON CURERS, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31710

Specialist Lifestock Auctioneer and Valuer. Farm Sales and Lettings
Property and Estate Agent.

Ask for Brennan:, Pork Sausages
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Agent for the Irish Civil Service Building Society
DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW. Telephone: 0503/31378/31963

RED DY'S

MICHAEL WHITE, M.P.S.I.

Bar, Lounge, and Restaurant - 67, TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/42224. Lunches from 12.30

Veterinary & Dispensing Chemist
Photographic and Toilet Goods

Licensed Restaurant from 5.30. Parties catered/or.

39 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503;31229

CROTTY'S
BAKERIES, CARLOW

High-Class Bakers of Fancy Breads and
Confectionery

STAFFORD'S
KENNEDY STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31494

Electrical Repairs and Spares

A.E. COLEMAN

ST. LEO'S SECONDARY SCHOOL

Motor and Cycle Dealers
19 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31273

CONVENT OF MERCY, CARLOW

CARPENTER BROS.
Luxury Lounge, Bar, Funeral Undertakers
BARRACK STREET, CARLOW

,1J,a/JrJr1ky:J
tWCAHl,OW

(.

Jewellers,
Fashion Boutique
62-63 DUBLIN ST., CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31346

DARRERS STORES

CARLOW DISTRICT CREDIT UNION

Better Value in Drapery and Grocery. Today and Everyday

"It's where you belong"

142 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31387

Daily Deliveries

BURRlN STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31994

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK

UNITED BEVERAGES SALES LTD.

55 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/32253
John Lidierth - Branch Manager

Mineral Water Manufacturers for 160 Years
CARLOW

JAMES DEMPSEY HARDWARE LTD

ACCBANK

87 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31644, 31084

A.C.C. HOUSE, GREEN LANE, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31045,31603

For ALL your Building Supplies and General Hardware

THOMAS M. BYRNE & SON

KENNEDY'S LOUNGE BAR

Auctioneers, Valuers and Estate Agents

Eat and Drink in our comfortable lounges and bar

18 DUBLIN STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31853, 31030, 31008. Fax. 41608

Home baking Very special take-away rates for your Christmas drinks
54

Room available for parties and meetings
TULLOW STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31518

JOHN J. TRAYNOR & CO.

CARLOW SERVICE STATION

M.I.A.V., M.I.R.E.F.

GREEN LANE. Phone: 0503/42861. Proprietors: F and B Mulvey.
Open Hours: Mon. -- Sat., 7 a.m. - midnight. Sun. 8 a.m., - midnight
Cigarettes, Sweets, Cones, Minerals, Groceries.

Auctioneers, Valuers and Estate Agents. Insurance Brokers
District Office First National Building Society. Director: W.E. Byrne.
COLLEGE STREET, CARLOW. Phone: 0503/31712

O'NEILL & CO.

ROYAL HOTEL - 9-13 DUBLIN STREET

ACCOUNTANTS
TRAYNOR HOUSE, COLLEGE STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/41260

A Personal Hotel of Quality
30 Bedrooms En Suite, choice of three Conference Rooms.
Weddings, functions, Dinner Dances, Private Parties.
Food Served ALL Day. Phone: 0503/31621

TULLY'S TRAVEL AGENCY

ARBORETUM GARDEN CENTRE

TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/31257

(Prop: Frank and Rachel Doyle)
HANOVER, CARLOW
Tel: 0503/43022. Fax: 0503/43835

IRISH PERMANENT PLC.

MATT D. DOYLE

122/3 TULLOW STREET, CARLOW
Phone: 0503/43025,43690
Seamus Walker - Manager Carlow

Monumental Works
Pembroke and Quinagh, Carlow
Tel: 0503/42338 (house) 0503/42048 (works)

