16

NEWS

3 September 2019 | THE NATIONALIST

Heritage Week 2019
History of scouting locally
recalled in entertaining talks
By Michael Tracey

Members of Borris Lacemakers pictured during their workshop and exhibition,
part of Heritage Week in Borris House
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Borris Lace in the spotlight
during Heritage Week

By Michael Tracey

THE historic craft of Borris Lace was
once again in practice at its spiritual
home in Borris House.
As part of Heritage Week, an exhibition and series of demonstrations
entitled ‘Borris Lace: the revival’
were held in town’s library and Borris
House by local lacemakers.
There was great interest reported in
the events and the craft.
Helena McAteer of the Borris Lacemakers said “it went very well; we
had a lot of interest from people
coming from Dublin and Kildare as
well as in the county”.
A tour of Borris House was also
held, coinciding with a demonstration
in the historic building.
The Borris Lace industry was established in 1846 under the direction

of Lady Harriet Kavanagh of Borris
House.
Borris House is also home to a
superb collection of Borris Lace,
which was on display during Heritage
Week.
“It’s the probably the largest lace
collection in its place of origin. It’s a
rare ‘tape lace’ and the only Irish tape
lace that has survived,” said Helena.
For those interested in lace, there’s
a perfect opportunity to learn more at
a weekend workshop on 5-6 October.
Marie Lowry, who wrote The
Borris Lace Collection, will host the
workshop.
The event is part of the Big Houses
and Garden Festival and is open to
all, irrespective of experience.
For more information, contact
borrislacemakers@gmail.com.

THE rich history of
scouting in Carlow was
examined in a series
of engaging and entertaining talks as part of
heritage week.
The night of mini-lectures coincided with the
beginning of celebrations marking 90 years
of scouting since the
formation of 1st Carlow,
Catholic Boy Scouts of
Ireland (CBSI).
Local scouting
stalwarts Sean Farrell,
Kevin Murphy and Colin
Whelan traced the
history of local scouting
and shared memories
of scouting in 5th
Carlow, from the 1940s
and 1950s through to
the present day.
Sean Farrell, who is
former unit leader in the
1st/5th Carlow Scout
Group in Carlow Town
and vice-president of
Scout Ireland, charted
the history of scouting
in Ireland from 1907.
There have been many
associations of scouts
down through the
years. Most recently,
in 2005, the CBSI and
the Scout Association
of Ireland joined as one
single scout association, Scouting Ireland.
Na Fianna Eireann
Scouts, founded by
countess Markievicz
and Bulmer Hobson,
operated in Carlow
between 1913-16,
having being found
by brothers Foran and
McKenna at Carlow
CBS.
Around 1916, Na
Fianna Eireann was
proscribed due to the
political situation in
Ireland and in Carlow
the group transformed
itself into Carlow Pipe

Padraig Dooley, chairman of Carlow Historical and Archaeological Society with
guest speakers, Sean Farrell, vice President Scout Ireland, Colin Whelan, chairman of the 5th Carlow Town Scout Group and Kevin Murphy provincial
commissioner South East province at Carlow Historical and Archaeological
Society’s talk on Carlow Scouts
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Band, which is believed
to have operated until
around 1969.
In 1929, the 1st Carlow
troop of the Assumption CBSI was established by Jack Giltrap of
the 35th Dublin Donore
Avenue CBSI, along
with brother Foran
at Carlow CBS and
Fr Millar, a cathedral
administrator.
In 1964, the 1st/5th
Carlow unit of the
Assumption (CBSI)
was established due to
rising numbers.
Over the years, scout
meetings were held
in places such as the
CBS, College Street,
Muintir na Tire on John
Street and Carlow Town
Hall and the group
now operates from the
scout den, Green Lane.
This den was started
in the mid-’60s and is
presently the home of
the 5th Carlow.
Colin Whelan,
chairman of 5th Carlow
Town Scout Group,
looked at local scouting
activity between the
1970s-’90s, from fundraising eﬀorts to its
ﬁrst foreign trip the
group went on in 1974

to Scotland, to the
appointment of its ﬁrst
female leaders Bríd
Whelan and Margaret
Hayden in 1977.
Mr Whelan recalled
fondly those times in
the 1970s.
“It was a place where
friendships grew and
strengthened over the
years and it became,
for me in particular, a
second family,” he said.
Kevin Murphy, provincial commissioner
for Scouting Ireland’s
south-east province,
looked at the scout’s
recent history and
progress over the last

20 years. There are now
two beaver colonies,
two cub scout packs,
one large scout troop,
along with a venture
and rover section. There
are now 162 youth
members and 31 adults.
They have participated in both local
and international
events, including this
year’s World Scouting
Jamboree.
Currently, the biggest
challenge for local
scouts is the size of the
den and eﬀorts have
been made in recent
times to acquire more
space.

Sean Farrell, vice President of Scout Ireland, one
of the guest speakers at Carlow Historical and
Archaeological Society’s recent talk

Part of the audience who attended the talk in Carlow College

