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Oliver’s book chronicles
the English settlement of
Hacketstown from 1635
By Michael Tracey

A NEW book narrates the rich
history of English settlers and
their successors in Hacketstown during the turbulent
1600s to the 19th century.
Landholding in the new
English settlement of Hacketstown, Co Carlow 1635-1875
traces the establishment of
a new settlement of English
Protestants in the early 17th
century, onto the violence of
the 1641 rebellions, the imposition of the Penal Laws and
their subsequent relaxation.
The book is written by Oliver
Whelan, from Ballybrack,
outside Hacketstown and
is published by Four Courts
Press. Oliver said he was
intrigued by the establishment
of a settlement in the lordship
of Clonmore centered around
Hacketstown following the
Oliver Whelan
leasing of land by the duke of
rebellion was ultimately quelled
Ormond.
and the Hacketstown settlement
“It was a bit like the Plantation of
remained intact.
Ulster, where certain settlements
The book details the end of the
were founded and people came
1600s, when the Penal Laws were
over from England and Scotland to
introduced, right up until the late
civilise the place, I suppose.”
1700s.
However, the settlement was
While Catholic could not own land,
located on the edge of native lands
some entrepreneurial-minded indiin wild west Wicklow.
“It was a frontier post for Ormond,” viduals like Lawrence Cullen got
involved in trade and amassed a
said Oliver.
signiﬁcant amount of property.
Tensions boiled both locally and
Oliver said he found it interesting
nationally and the Catholic gentry
to see the easing of the Penal
rebelled in 1641. Oliver said it was
Laws, while Protestant and Catholic
“pretty vicious” around Hackettenants were given equal leasing
stown. Documents indicate that
terms.
groups of about 100 men marauded
“Protestants landlords were not
around the countryside attacking
too concerned whether tenants
houses and Hacketstown Castle.
were Protestants or Catholics,” he
Many ﬂed to the safety of Carlow
said.
Castle or to Dublin.
He noted that in the late 19th
“There wasn’t huge number of
century, Catholics had unusual
fatalities. Settlers were attacked
security in the form of ﬁxed,
as they tried to escape. One or two
long-term rents.
were killed, but there weren’t mass
Oliver believes that the likes of
fatalities. It was more an attempt
Henry Stewart Parnell (brother of
to frighten settlers out than to kill
Charles) may not have been too
them by the natives.”
interested in being a landlord and
The
that arrangement may have suited
him.
History has always appealed to
Oliver, but he didn’t have enough
time to study it until after his retirement from the National Treasury
Management Agency.
“I had a reasonable interest, but I
never did too much about it until I
retired and had time to do it. I took
it up at as a hobby,” he said. “I really
enjoyed it, looking into these old
documents.”
Oliver recalled a remark from his
friend, which sums up the appeal
history has for him; “It’s really interesting looking into the past because
you never know what’s going to
happen there!”
Oliver is currently researching the
late 19th and early 20th century
history of Carlow for his PhD.
His book is available in Easons and
the Bookstation in Carlow town and
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Paul Curran looks over his notes prior to his talk on The Burning of the Custom House 1921 and the
Carlow Connection in Carlow Library as part of Heritage Week
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County’s role in burning of the
Custom House captivates audience

By Elizabeth Lee

LOCAL history enthusiast Paul
Curran delivered a fascinating
talk about the burning of the
Custom House in Dublin during
the War of Independence and
the role that people from Carlow
played in the event.
The four men involved in the
attack were Michael Watchorn
from Leighlinbridge; James
Doyle from Hacketstown, who
was already a Dublin 1916
veteran; Jack Grace, from Tinnahinch; and commandant colonel
Thomas Kehoe from Rathnagrew.
“The incident, which took
place on 25 May 1921, was the
last and ﬁnal throw of the dice
by Irish Volunteers against the
British empire,” Paul explained.
“Soldiers and police of the British
empire were far better manned,
equipped, trained and resourced
than the Irish Volunteers, though
the Irish were ﬁghting on their
own home ground and in guerilla-type attacks. Dressed as
civilians, they could ﬁre oﬀ a few
shots and mingle among the
crowd, disappearing from sight.
The British had a terrible reputation by the general population,
particularly the Black and Tans
and the even more hated Auxiliaries.”

The decision to attack the
Custom House came from
Eamon de Valera, who wanted
Ireland to show the world that
they still had some ﬁghting spirit
in them against Britain.
Paul gave the talk in Carlow
library during heritage week in
front of a captivated audience.
Tom Kehoe, a half-brother of
commandant Thomas Kehoe,
gave Paul some photographs to
illustrate the talk. Tom brought
along his brother’s Colt 45
revolver, which he had on him
when he was killed in 1922. He

also had several other items
his half-brother carried on that
fateful day, including a wallet, a
cruciﬁx, whistle and cuﬀlinks.
Jack Grace’s son Liam was also
at the talk, as was historian and
columnist with The Nationalist
Frank White, who has carried
out a comprehensive amount of
research into the War of Independence and beyond.
Paul invited his audience to
participate in the presentation
and so a lively and informed
discussion took place among the
knowledgeable attendees.

Padraig Dooley and Martin Byrne at the talk

Part of the crowd who attended Paul Curran’s talk The Burning of the Custom House 1921 and the

Carlow Connection

